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ingte

& Tho following offiocora will attend.,

@.)r «0, Brigacos.
Brigade Mejors,

des,
- oars will be gsont to 18t ond 2nd Briga

4, Agonda i8 attached,
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1 APPENDIX .5
- /13

ASEED &
1, Battalion, Company and Plataﬁn-furuatinnﬂ,nnd frontagon
in the attacke
2. Allotment of Stokes hortars, how ecarried and used,
3. Simal Counmicationt e Report Contrese,
4, Liaison with flanka - Uso of D.ReLeS. and Light Horsa,
5, Foruard roconnaissance t, apocially solected officers,
8, Co=gperation botwcon Infantry and Artilliery.
(a) Allotmont of Brigedes and Battories,
(b) Porward scctions.
(¢) Positions of F.0.,0e = Lisison,
(a) Affiliated Hoavy Brigadcos,
(o) Aruamitlion supply, .
7, Assistance given by Vickers guna to Infantry during the
6Avaco
Use of linbors by MH.G.Compony.
8. Tank oco=opcration = Ground goouts,
g, Maroch disciplinc, = Routes, times to couplete,

10. Any suggestione nade by Brigadiers,
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pivisional peadoual*torg,
A3tn. Ausust. 12105,

15{:"."'3.11:31;-]:“]?1151151
nd Aust.Inf.i2de,
Fréd.hush,Ini«bde,
lat.,.il.G.Battalion,
1atPioncer I,
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TRAINING LiIhOIWDU: o

Training will commence on COth 1Not,

dours of work por diem laid down by the G.0.C, are =

% hours Infantry Training,

1 hours compulsory Reoreational Training,

Suhjects will be progresclve -
(a) Taotioml excrcises for all Cfficers and without troops.

Othor Ranks will do epecialist trainlag,
(b) Tactical cxorcisea with troops.
i, Platoon Exerciscs,.
ii. Company Exe:rcisos,

1, 0.0, latedust, ki G,Battnlion will arranie for w.G, Coys to
attend and take part in the more ﬂdv&nﬂad'QXQrﬂiﬂaﬂ by direct

arranvemonts with Brigadlers,
14, Stokes Hortars will be exeroisod with Infantry angd mathods

of carrying by mule proctised,

Taokical rides can be arranged dircct with G,5.0,I on the lines
propered before tho reoent battle, Af G.03.C, Brirsades are 80

desirous,

O Re. Wil)l arrenge with 3.,08.0C, Brigades for training of
Ploneors and Fisld Coya,

The aAustralian Fducational Sohsme will be oxplained by BISHOP
LONG ot & confereonce which will be held at Hendqgquarters Zrd.Aust,
Inf.Brigade at 2.,50.p.m, on J0th inst,
The following will attend =
G.OB-G. H:‘igﬂdﬁﬂ-
Battalion Cormandoers ( or in absence, 2nd in Comnand
0.0 lst,Aust,.Plonesr Bn,
O-U'- ].Etllj.uﬂt.}.'iiﬁ'. Bﬂttﬂliﬂﬂ.

-"Illﬂlm-m."I

0 -ﬂf'
(/h\ Wi r_,,-ﬁ'ii *
Lisut=Colonel,
goneoral Staff,

1t Austrelian Divieion,
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E;RET AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,

Divisional Headquartors,
3lst. August, 1918,

Herowlth aome further notes on racont

") y
6(7?1-6’%“55'
General Steff,

fighting, which may prove of intereat,
-
LY,
0
m
Lisut=~Oolens}, E;

let Australian Division, 52
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APPENDIA 7
- f S

#TRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION. 3l=Bw18e
| NOTES AND LESSON FROU RECTNT FIGHTING 4
> operations for Caopturse of CHUIGNTS VALLEX

Augnast N3ed«10 and explojtation on aubgoquent AaYyS.

- g e i gy e e i e

1, FORUATIONS Alil) FRONTAGES e

prontanos Tor atraight forward sttack averaged 1,000 yards

par Battalion,
' Right grigade had 2 Coye in first wave, KEE 2 in

sgcond wave per pattalion in 1ino.

,0ft Brigade had 1O form & long dofonaive flunk and had 2 Battallons

in line ons in gupport, ons in 17O86TVa,

Frontage for agsaulting componlos varied sccording to Company

strength,
- In ome Battallon one company had 800 yards, the other 400 yards.
Gompony formatlons also veried according to strength and frontege
put in nearly ull OARGS 5 wlatoons were 1in firat line, On8 platoon
with Coy Hoadquarters in 2nd line. 1IN nearly all CaBOE, platoon
formations ( on © scotion prganiﬂation) were 2 soctions in 1ine
namoly from right to left % doublo L.ii¢Gde Sectlion, onod rifle soction,
% double Lewils Gun seoction. fonaining rifle gsoetion plus Platoon
Headmuarters in 2nd 1line,
Al) moved in file distributed over platcon frontago.
The 2nd wave 1,8, support companios movod 400 = BO0O yards in reale
File Tormation was paintained as long &8 posaibla. FPlatoon
conmanders and CGompany Copmanders of 2nd oY support wave led their
fornations, 80 A# to be akvle to goe what wap going Oile AT
Aococuracy of interval wes nob jpsisted on, uniis went for the tactical
guintﬂ or points of opposition within their frontages and 1ot tha grouns

etweesn such pointe gO.

e, MAP UESSAGE POI o

—ren Pound as useful as ever and is in great demand e

Aattalion Commanders suggent that the neadings TIME and DATE ghould be
printed in very prominent RED type so that a Platoon or Company
Gonmander has little chanco of forgetting to insert elther,

%, BTOKES IORTARS,
ere Lo renersal agreemont that pack mules should be usod and

gsingle mpuns pushed Lorward with loadlng oompanioe, The Bosche
frequontly used old artillery gun pits and broken lengths of trench

ng i.Gun neasts and the atokea is the best means of dlslodging them
from thege.

4, NO,38 RIFLD GRENADE
| 'Tﬁﬁ'iabha'majcrffy of Junior Comander: would not be without
rhese, The 4 Cup=dischar~ers per platoon is considered gufficient.

5, VICKERS GUUG

SR maﬁtionad in provious Notes by this Divieion, the M. Gun
Companiea require mach treining in offensive Actlon,

The Lowis Gun is not gtrong enough for targets at 800 yards

Or WOTS

ppportunities arose for Vickers Guns to deal with enemy artillery both
suti-~Tank and Pield. _
the Vickers Sectlon Commander should keap his gub~soction Comsand ers
pp withh the 1eading Company Commanders cnd forward gune should follow
closely behind 1pading oompanies, Rear gunsg were directod beforehand
to fixod loocalitlies Jor defenpsivse and coneolidation purponese.
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6. DOUBL LEWIS GUN SECTIONS

| ’ ae, eplit for thes aseault,

Half sections moved on the flanks of the platoon and CO=

operated jnstinctively, one Bay, taking on a Bosache gun and the
other working round or one hip=firing and the other advancing
and reserving iis ammunition. It 18 all & matter of training and
intelligent bLravery.

N many cases, Tenk Comnanders halted theilr Tanks under cover

of bonks or woods ancd ascertained the situation from Company or

pPlatoon Commandors; Vhere this was doné, good reaults accrued.
The Lialson Infaniry pman in the Tank should keop the Tank

in the vicinity of a strong poInt or nest which 18 giving trouble

until he 1ia sure thet the infantry aroc well up and have got the

1ocal situation well in hand.

8, MOPPING UP
“Thie h%a loft, by strict orders, to the ond Yavos,
riprst Vages pushed on with the barrage, 50 88 not to loss it on
any account.
The place to be mopped up wae gonerally indicated by the Tank
movement or seon by the Commanders Of following wavos because
they werse loading their men,

9, Hip=firin with the Lowis Gun
Bory munﬁ'uaaﬁlaﬁﬁ aupecfhiiy by the 4th Battalion A.l.Fey

gsouth of CHUIGHIS.

very effective in keeping onemy from putting his head up ag the
barrags passee On. The Gun was carried by sling passing oyer
the left shouldor.

10, PASSING BACK INFORMATION
Fatialion Fommanaors Nsed one or &ll three methods,

{a; An O.,P, as far forwerd ae possible, with a wire to 1t.

b) the Battallon Intelligence officer or anlected Offlcer followed
close up wWith & wire.

({c) relays of runners.

In all cases, Battalion Commanders found that 1t was necossary to
have their owm direct means &s well as the ordinary company channel!

11. SOUVENIR HUNTING
~—%hHe desiro 1oOr souvonirs sppcars to be beocoming very prevalent

pPlatoon Commanders had difficulty in some casos in keoping their me
together and well up with the barrage owing tc tho distraction
caused by ZEISS Glanscs etec,

Troops should be warned as to the serious rosults of thls.

12, ARTILLERY AND INFANTRY.

_ﬁm'ma =* that F,0.0's of forward gections or

batteriea should bé actunlﬁz with the leading company commanaers
and that cormunication by wire should be carefully arrangcd.
Flecting targets sarmot be fired upon by artillery quickly enough
£ communication {3 by runner, Butterica t0O be used in aid of
exploitation should be pushed forward o sarly as possible even at
the oxpense of weakening the ijater stages of the barrage, so that

fattalion Commanders oan fix up communications to them,

Further artillory notes follow,

1%, EXPLOITATION,
aB qone by strong patrols, gupporting platoons Qr poste
being pushed up to them on the principlc of "bhounda® .

14, FIELD SnEVICE REGULATIOND. Principlo® therein again of proven

%
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AUBTiu. LI AN GﬁRES-

Corps Headquarters,
6th, August, 1018.

Ny dear Goneral,

1 am forwarding you horewith a Special Mespage
to the whole of the Troops of the Corps, on a scale which
wlill permit of its iseue by you down to Infantry and
Ploneer Companies, Artillery Batteries (Australian, including
any Army Brigados attached), Field Companies, Seotions of
Fleld Ambulances, and Detachments of Light Horse, eto,

1 should be obliged 1f vou would snsure timt a
distribution is made of this Message in the foronoon of
August 7th, and that 1t ie read to the froops by OUcmpany
Coumanders, or their equivalent, during the late after-noon

of August 7th, bofore the Troops move into battle,

Youre sincerely,

(apd) Jchr “orush,
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XV _CORPS. NO. 128/28.G,

Major-General T.W., GLASGOW, CB. OMG., DSO,
Commanding 1st Australian Divielon,

S g oy TR g i S e el s S S U N S VI S SR T W WA R B

Before your magnifioclent Division lcavea nmy Corps, I wish

to thank you and all ranks under your command for the exceptional
servicee rondered during the paat four months,.

Joining thhs Corps om April 12th during the Battle of the
LYS8, the Division selected and preparod a position to defend the
HAZELROUCK Pront, and a few days later repulsed two heavy attacks
with severe losses to the enemy, This actlon brought the enenys
advance to s standstill,

Since then, the Diviszion has held the most important
sector of this front oontinuously, and by skilful raiding and minor
operations hes advanced the line over a mile on a front of 5,20C
yards, capturing just short of 1,000 prisoners, and causing such
damago to the troops of the eneany that nine Divisions have besen
replaced, :
The complete guccess of all minor operations; the skill
displayed by the patrols by day as woll a® by night; the gallantry
and determination of the troops; and their hi state of training
and disecipline have excited the admiration and emulation of all,
and I desire that you will convey to all ranks my high appreciation
of their fine work and my regret that the Divieion is leaving my

Qommand ,
(agd) Beouvolr de Lisle.
Lisutconant-Goneral,
XV Corps Hoedquarters, Commanding XV Corps.

4¢th. August. 1918,
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RIRPONYT O OPmilAcIOS CARiY L. QU BY
PIRATAULHT JDIVISIOH O Ti™ Qthal0th,
and 11th AUGUOSY 191, CULLTUHATING I
¢ CAPTURE OF LInCiiS,
e S W — e e A P S e R e = s
Roforonge Shoelt, 0%éDe 170000 ol1d 324Dedche ey Sevie Viele Holle

G0 .0e Bei’s e 204000,

y OV S0 & h DO2E
""Eﬁ"fﬁ"“ﬁfﬁf“ﬂ?ﬁ‘hnd el Jucust the lste.iunt.nivicion entralined

by sricado Uroups ana ede Goud ob ST OU:BK. ANCURG . &6 WIZEWRTE:
anc noved br radl to the 50-4:, detraining at LOBGPRT. WANGILT, and
POET DLY on the 3th and night Jth/7th augvet,

on detrcinment the Divisional Artillery was detached temporarily
and the let.sust.Inf.oricudoe was dotached end came undor the ordors
of the 4th,iust.liivision, |

Re CUBCITZRATION AJlD SHUBSEOUTRID 10VIU 4

a ¢irallinen M s AUDL el e gBde Group wae concentivited in
the AXLLY LT HAUT CLOSETL = BOURDCOY = ST QUIN ares axnd the Urd,Aust.
Inf bds $roup in ths LONG - COCOUTHEL = oRUCLMPS aroa,
1ot (Al o InT 000 Croup (lese sriznde H,.Ors, < Jattallona and B4o
3ignal Leotion) was concentrated with the ITrd.dust.Inf,lde wroup.
ov: cqunletion of concontration drouns were nliaced under Lo hours
notice,

(h) On the nizht 7/2th Ltuzust Ondl.lust.Inf bis Group moved by bus
to the GOl « QUERLITU Area and .he Srd.dAust.Inf.fBde Group by dbus
to the CLILY = POULAIFVIILY « GARDCGH:IVIE area, moves being conploted
by BeBel'e Sth augnst and 12,580,807 Ll August yase
pactive ly, billetting aceumodation in every casc wasd bad
anc troops had little rest,

(6) Un the afternoon of the Hth inst, the move forward vas
continued, the Znde.fucte.infeidde Group noving by mareh routs to the
AUBIGEY aren and the Ird,sust,.,Infe.ue droup to thie HAIL arca,

Jhe weather was sarn and thie roads were veiry dusty. The move of
the nd.aAnst.Infde Crou) wes comileted DY Gepeide ANG that of the
SrdJust.InfeSde Groud by 1l.0.5,

In preperation Tor this move and subfequent fighting 2ocks and
Slanizets nod been dumped and lucleus personnel loft behind,

At dzrligat OSfisers o all battelions went forvard tc reconncitre
in the direction of CAYONVILLINRE and HARBONRIERDS, -

On 4hs atorncon of the oth inst fdvonced D,H.O e 7as meved from
ALLOEYILLY to VILLERS BRITOHITUX fron where the subsequent [ighting
o’ the Livision was dlrected,

on the nmight Gth/¢th laot.sust.Divizional Artillery returmec for duty
to the [ivision,

Ce APTHOACH MARCH,

TaLo on The nisght 3th suguot Varning Orders wore recoived from
Anetre.lian Corps dotalling the probable erploitation rela of the
Division in conmequance c¢f the corilete succese of the remaining
pivizione oy the Govps durinpg the .:th Avguot,
Acsordingly 'arning Order was issved at midnight Jth/Cth Aurasi for

- Ind.auct Jnresde te he vrepared to riove forward to posiivions about
HANGORNITARS At (.., and feor Trd.pvat.Infes¢e tc be prepored to
fallaw cn2 hour later,
Thig Warnine Urdor was confirmed on the morning of the Guk inet,
Cormunicutions which were nmaintained entirely by De.i, were beconing
increcsingly AiTficult and ofton coused delays 1n maovemnonis,
BY Ceidelt, 8l)l unitea of the 2rdefusteinieiide wore undervay noving
towards nositicns of assenbly ebollt HAREOIHIIRTOG.  Une hour later
units o the UrddAust.Inf.ude ward Uil the move to Scuare He. wovtn of
BAYORNVILLERD o
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general Officers Cemmanding ond and Srd.Aust.Inf,Brigades were
breught to D.H,, at 3.,a.m, 10 recoive further ond mors couplete
instructions from the Divisional Commonder, which were as fo0llQwsj=
Para 4 - Plan of Oporation,

AN OF TION
, Tth the 2nd,Canadian pivisien on the right and

the ond.Aust.Division on the left was to continue on the 9th

August, the advance of the previous day and capture the GRIEN,

RED, and BLUE lincs as sho'm on attached mop,

The initial sttack on the GREIN and RED Lines was to be oarried

out b{ ths 2nd.Aust.Inf.Bdc with the Zrd.Aust,Inf.Bde in supvort,

The 6th.Aust.Inf.Bde in place of tho 1st.Aunt,Inf+.Bdo vas placed

undor the Division and becare Divisional Rosorye Brigade,

Should the GRELN and RED Lines be captured without very gerioua

oppoeition, the 2nd,Aust,Inf.sdo was to centinue the advonce and

capturo the BLUE Line, but should the enemy regist stronucusly,

the advancs beyond ths RED Line was to De carried out with both

tt.:: ::;d :nd crd.Aust.Inf Bdes in line, 2nd. ust.Inf.de boing on
»

The Rﬁgh Line in any cace was %o bo consolidatod,

Zere hour 1‘- 1l.8,m,
yttalion on the right and the 7th Battalion on the loft

wore the Battalions detalled for the initial attack, supportod by

L

the 6th Bottalion and the 5th Battalion,

E@M.
16t Auat Div.Artillery.
180th, " -
weres availablo for the oparation and were placed under the erders
of the O.RsA. 18teAusteDive Artillery was to be in position by
10,28 For the capturc of the BLUZ Line, should tvwo Inf . Bdes
he employed, it was arranged for the C,R.H. h allot 2 FP.,A, Bdos

to each of the General Officers Commanding 2nd and 3rd.AustJInf,.
Rdes, Thero was to be no .arf.'illar'y Barrago,

TANKS, -

A Tanks of the 2nd,Tank,.kn were available for the capturo

of the GREEN and RED Line and were placed ot tho diasposal of the

G,0,0. @nd.Aust.Inf,Bde, 1In the ovent of the 3rd.Aust.Inf.Bde.

beinz needed for the capture of the BLUZ Line, the tanke were L0
?lt!fihutﬂﬁ between ths 2nd and 3rd.Aust, Inf.Bdes by direct

rangements with the Tank .Bn ,Oommander .
The G.0.C, Sth,Tank,bdg agroed to the absence of artillory Barrage.

JUMPING OFF LINE,
' Vero hour was fixed &t 1l.8.0., snd a8 it wao rconlized the

tho 2nd.Aust,Infedide could net possibly pcapl the jumping off lint
by that hour, it Was arranred that tho 15th,Aust.Inf,Bde which

was then holding the line from which the attack was to commence
should advance in conforelity with the Canadlene on the right, whost
left flank it wos our duty to protect, The 2nd.Aust.Inf,sde whon
it crrived would then ge throurh the 15th,Aust.Inf«Bdo and contlmac
the advanocs, ; '

EPPORT LRIGADE
' P t.Int.ddo was to fellow tho mmd.Augt.Inf.Edo in

artiliery formation and be propared to deploy on the loft of the
Mnd, Aust »InfeBde on the RED Line preparatory to the attack on the
BLUE Line, By ‘

E%E BRIGADE, - = P ‘
inde was te coneantrate at 10.s.m. in nositions

L ]
abeut Square V.G, (Sheot 62.B,) and then to follow the Trd.Auct,
Inf.ilde at one mile's diutance, "On the Pnd.Aust.Inf.Bde reaching
the RED Line and the aprd AustJJ0f.3de deploying to the left, tbe
dth, Auat . Infl.iide was te closo Up 1 pile behind 2nd.Aunt.Inf . Bde.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG
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The right flank of the Sth,Aust,Inf.lde was to be on the

raillway throughout, The Cth,Aust.Inf.Bde was to bs preoepared to

subsequent ly pass throuzh to the BLUE LINE,

Dirininn;l Roport Centre wagz to be established at GUILLAUCOURT.

W.Blﬂ.gn & .-

Oy THE ATTACK, Instead of tho two phaves of the action as was
clpated, the batile dovoloped inte one of & Phases, sach of
24 hours duration ™

FIRSET PHASE, At 1,40,.p.m, the Tth.and'hth.ﬂattaliﬂnu wvare in
208llion and they commenged thelr advance,

By this time those Battaliona hed beon marching for 5 hours in very
hot weather anlong extrenely dusty roads and across broken country
with only the usual 10 minutes halt in each hour and ne spsll for

& nidday meal,

They had ccvered a distance of between 10 and 1l miles and had
moved straight into the attack without a opoll on the forming un
lino,

T?ay had had in addition only two full nights rost in the previous
eloven, -

The ground over which tho advance was to bs carried consistod of a
falrly level plain for ths first 4,000 yarde from ths jumping off
line, when it commenced gradually to rise culminating in a ridge on
which 1a situated the village of LIHOHS, This high ground dominated
tie whole country over vwhich our troops were to atteek and EAYO
observation ovor the arca well in rear of HARBONNIFERES,

{he woather wan finc and hot.

Limaodiately the advanoe comnmenced, the troops camo under artillery
fire from 7,7. and 10,om battories posted on the LIHONS Ridge, but
few ocasvalties wers suffored at thin atare as the men wera well
extended, L[.A, wars also active, dropping bomba and using 1i.Gs from
a low altitude on the advencing treoopa,

The 7th and 3th Bottelions passed through the 15th,Aust,.Inf.Bdo on
the line approximately as marked on M&P «+. attached, Thev immed-
iately came under heavy .G, fire, principally from the left flank,
Tor the left flank of thc left (7th) Battalion waa in tho air,

oft?g to the fallure of the 2nd.Aust.Div to advance in conforuity

w 1 UGB,

Throuzhiout the whole of the advancs to tho RED Line the 7th Battalionm
was {roubled severely by this Tlanking M,G, fire as ths eneuny

geemed quickly to roallze the situntion and moved his ‘1.C0una to our
oxposed flank, ( The 2nd.iust.Div did not pass tne Jumping off line
untll 4,30.pPme or £ hours and 50 minutes after our advanco had
coimenced ), Un the right the ohisef opposition came from
ROGIERES RAILVAY STATION, but after o brisgk fight, the cnemy wasz
driven out and the STATION with an immense anount of materianl,
including & 21 om howitzaer, wae captured,

by the timo the infantry reached ths GRFTN Line all the Tanks had
Peen put out of action, miinly by dirooct hits from the puns posted
on tho LIHONS Ridgc, :

Theoy had not been of as wuch sasistancs as wae expected, On tho
left they scemed to loeos direction elmoat immodlately after atarting
end vaered te the ripght, loaving our left flank, the wulnerable
point, unprotected,

Howevar in ona case, a !i,G, nest was dastroved by one of their
Nuwitber, From now on the infantry had to advance without eny
nauimi:nnefwhatuvar.

In spi®e cf heavy i1.G, and dirsct artillery fira ro ga continied
to be made, but {t was slow and oasualtiauywara ﬁnfvr?rnﬁy talalle Wa
hatd reachasd the line Fetaig542, toO Mot o hoB,8, %0 Xe284401,9, toO
Z022,0,40404 t0 W16,4, (narked on Hap attachsd),
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By S5.p.it, owing to heavy onsualtien the attacking Battalions had
to be reoinforced. —Accordlugly the 8th Battalion was reinforced by
one company from the 6th Ba.t.ull.nn."hzhila on the laft the 5th,
aettalicon eent one company to ald 7th Battalion, while a  second
canpany formed s defensive flank on thalr left and outside the
Brigade Boundary,
By movw the advance had reached perts of the eld French trench
System of 1916, These trenches which had previded cover to the
gnemy now acsisted us in our advance, enabling our men to move up
under cover, bombing whero NnocosSsary,
By this moans & battery ef 7.7, om gund situated at X.29,0,7.7.
which had bDesn hamporing our advancs Was put out of action and
‘ with tho excoption of ene gun, which the enomy succeeded in
gotting away, fell into our hands, -
Later in the evening he mado a datermined attempt with about 180
men to remove thsse guns, but faillod with hoavy oasualtios,
By G.pem. the RED Line approzimately had boen captured alenyg the
wgnle Brigade front., The 7th and Oth Battaliona were in touch
with one another, dut the Canadiana on our right were some 800
yards in rear, oomsequently it vas necessary to thirow baok &
defensive flank with one company, This company moved up again te
the RED Line on tho Canadiane advaneing their posts during tho
night, On the left it was also necessary to forn a defonsive flank,
but &t B.A5,p.m. that evoning touoh vas gained with the 25th Bn,
who were Bowevor still well in pear of the RED Line and some
soncidorablo distance te the left of their right Buuuﬂtrzn
A8 our casualtios had boen heavy and the men were very % it
> was decided to cansolidato on the RED Line with & viev to c@ntinuing
the advance te the BLUE Line on the following morning with the 5rd.
Aust Inf.Bde in line en the left of the 2nd.Aust.Inf.,Bde, This
action was made necgesary aleo dy the halt of the Canadiane vhose
Lo “th :::.pmwgt'tgm trol hed out t
pur tho svening and n patrolc ware pus out te cever
noniggidntiun andsto racunnnltr- the ground in frent. Scome of
those advanced beyond BOIS DE CRUPY and reaalad the gutakirts of
LIHONS iteelf,
At 3.p.me the 3rd.Aust.inf.Bdo sdvancod in ertillory formation to
Squares 1,15, and to Squaras W.18. 24, and X,1%, and 19, 8t 9,50,
e
gur.tng Phase 1, Wo captured ¢3 prisgners and nuch naterial,

- PHASE 2

(&) ﬁLAH At 12 midnight 9/10th August orders wers inpued for
the ﬂanfTﬁﬁttinn of the advance with the 3rd.Aust,.Inf,Bde in 1ine
on the loft and the Znd.Aust.Inf.bde in 1ine on the right,
The left S3de wore attacking with two Pattalions in line, 9th on
right and the 11th on the loft, 10th Bn rizht support, 12ih Bn
left gupport., The right Bdo warg attacking with Oth bn on right
and S5th Bn on the left in line, Jth Bn in support, and 7th Bn in
rosoerve,
The BLUR Line was the cbjeotive, Bounderies as showm on attachod
liap, |
EnE.Auat.ﬁivialnn and 4th.Canadian Divisions were to attack on the
flanka.,. ZERO was to bo C.a.1,
AB mony Tanks as were available wore to oowoporate and tho advance
was to proceed under artillory Barrage, placed at least 700 yarda
clear of the RED Lino at 2ZFRO - 15,
puring the night €/10th the lat.Aust,Inf.Bde had rejoined the
Division and became for this action Divisional Reasorva, taking up
pooition about Sauares X.l4. X.20, .26, at B.8.m,
i

(lt::l ""ﬂigf OEERETICJ%;— At 3,70.,8.m, the Loft Brigade moved forward
n artlllie SR aTion the right Bn roaching the RED Line without
casualties, By this time, it was realized that the loft Battallom
T AUt Inf.dde on the extrome 1aft were in places some hundreds. -

of yards V/, of the RED Lina\\ Phe left Battalion srd Aust.Inf.Bde

A
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metl heavy U,G, fire on reaching X,15,C, and suffered casualties

from this point to the RED Line,

At C,a.,nn, the Field Artillory barrspzo opensd, It was. Weak and
inaffectivo and seened to fall too far away from the advancing
troops,

At 7,80,a.,m, the C,0, 8th,Battalion { right of rignt Brigade)

dearnt through his liaison Officer that the Canadien Divieion was
not advancing and that the Cenadian deft flank would remain approxi-
mately 8t Fo,S.,A,3.7, until they received further orders to attaok,
No word of this postponoment, reachod this Division until after ocur
opsration had ocommencod, The Canadians ultimately cormenced their
advanco at 10.,48,8,n,

In oconsequenge of this, the right flank o the 6th Battalion was in

the air throughout the greater part of the attack and consoquent ly
this Battalion suffered heavy casualties, |
Irmediately our men camionced to move forward in line of ekiruishers,

they come under heavy U,G, riqq,'thﬂ,harraga_haging.railpd-tq-aiiﬁpng
these guns, The barragc was lost and the advance could anly be
continued by short rushes supported by covering firo. The morning
miat had eleared amdi violbllity was perfoct,

At 9,00.8.m, we had reached the approximate line Fe3:0,0,0, «» P, 5,8,
GeZe t0 the E, edge of CREPY 700D, From OREPY WOOD Northwards the
line ran approxinately alonz the RED Line, the loft Brigado having
made little progress owing to heavy 11,6, fire from the left flank and
from CREPY 300D, which pwapt the open ground continuously,

.Bnemy field guns at point blank range swopt the road and approaches,
Two platoons of the 9th Battalion, were gent forward undor sovering
fire to attack ORFEPRY WOOD from beth flanks and from the S,7, corner-o
the ipod, Thoso platoons ret with pevere rosistance and suffered
Casualties but they worked around the wood and established posts at
x-m-ﬁnﬁn5- 5{124-0#2121 Xi30|0.4;91 |

At about 10,30,8.,me the 1lin: hed mode no further progress with the
exception of the 5 abovemsntione:d ponty,

Thosc posts having boen unable to g2ain touch on the flanks woere
withdrawn to the trenoches just 7, of the Wood,

At 10,30,8.,m, & Tank dctailod to aaguist the Canndians moved over on

enabling our right flank to advanoo to HALT P,8.0,4,0,
By this timc the left Battalion had boen able to make somo slow
progresas and the gentre eompany had reached a iine from X,.253,.8,.7.0.
to CAUP DES CHASSEURS (X,17,C,9.5, ) |
On the oxtreme lef't progreca was still diffiocult on account of the
heavy fire from the old French trenohes in X,17,A, B, and C, .
The ground hore i@ very open with a gentle slope I, towards tho
enemy positions, ‘
At 1,P.ms the situation vas a3 follows from N, to S, « sapwrox along
the RED LINE to about Xel7.0,3.,5, then 5,F, to Xe234B,740, to X,23,D,
4.8, to “920.De¢Besd, to trenches elong the ¥, edge of OREPEY 100D, = °
I.ED.D.G;E- to F.5’B|7|7. to F.E.D.P-Q. llf.mg road to err’ F.G.C.S.I
then 5, to rallway at HALT, The right flande~Qf the Divieion on the
left was at approx, Zel3s0antral the Diwision mwwmuy lode.
direction, ~——
On the right the Caradiana supportod by Tanks had by this time come
UP wiih our right and wero ﬂlightli in advancc of ws at about A74B.5,
At 1l,pm, a company of the 10th Bottalion with a glatoou of the 5th
Battalion which had boen sent forward independently by tho nd.Auat,
Inf,iide attacked CREPEY WOOD and aftor much vary stubbormn resistance
gucceodod in driving the onauy out and established poets on tho N, anc
E, 8ido of the 'ood.
The loft Battalion after rexnroroin% the front line wers =till unable
Lo make any appreciable progreas oving to the eontinuoun il.G. fire
and doubtlens due to this rgslnstance, this Battalion had lost
diruotian, its right flank being in rear of tho contre of the 9th pn,
Heanwhjile the Battaliona of the ricsht Sripgade were andaenvouring ic
continue ithe advance but though prosrasas was made 1t was limited,
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owing to the Meavy M.G, firo from £,25, and §,28, to the heavy
casualties suffersed, and to the fatigue of the men,
At about £,p.8, a countor attack developod againat the right and
centre seys of the left Battalion, but vas driven eff with hoavy
losa, the Vickers Guns attached to the bBattalien deing very good
work, At 4,%0,.,p.m. the line ran froms N, to 5, approx ap
followsj= Along the RED Line as at 1,p.m, t0 the N, edgo of
CREPEY 100D, where posts were established, along the Eastern
sdpe of tha V7008 t0 XeJ0.A,.5,0, thon S,B. t0 A,1,8,1,7, to
F' .0.2.3. thﬂn ﬂlﬂng roagd ¢o rli-l'ay as at l.p.m.
At 5.P.n. & psecond counter attack by about 300 e¢f the enemy
doveloped against ORZPEY WOOD arfter an heavy artillery preparstiom
by 10 and 15 oms plsoes,
Two posts were obliterated by artillery firs and the enemy after
surcounding 2 other poats and driving in our posts East of the
ood, gnined s footing in the ¥Weod itself, The 0,0, “A" Coy
of the 10th Battalion immediately counter attacked with his
Support platoens and after an hours bitter fighting drove the
enemy from the Yood and the line was again restored,
Though this Coy suffered nvlrug the enemy loft 90 dead bdbehind,
However by this counter attack the enemy had besn ohabled to
bring .Gun up to X,50.A,08,0, which nlaying aorcss tihe front ol
the right Bdo effoctively prevented any further advance by that
Brigade, At D.P.0. the line and dispositions were approximately
ss follows from N, t0 8,
Alms thﬂ m Lmﬁ “ ﬁt 4-30:}5-1&. tﬂ' 3.35.3.7-0- tﬂ XQQE.D.‘Q.G'
along old trenchead t0 X.27,0.0.4. along the tramvway E, around tho
N, and B, edgo of URIPEY ¥OOD t0 X.T0,0,2.8. then South to rallway
na &t 4.5011}.!]-
The Left Battalion {11th Battalion ) of the Trd.Aust.Inf.bde had
all available troops in the line with 1 Coy of the 13th Bn in
olosc support, The {attalion was in close toueh with the Bn on
tho right and in touch by patrols with tho Bn on the left,
The right Bn of the Division on the left had beert unable to come
up and the line hent sharply westwards from the flank of the llth
Battalion, The right Battalion {(9th Bn) of the 3rd Aust.Inf,
Bde had all available troops in the line with tho remnants of 1
_-- 09y 10th Battalion in sddition, Remainder of 10th Battallon was
B in cloes support and well entrenched in pldFronch linee in rear,
Touch had beeon gained on doth flanks,
On the right the 7th and Oth Battalione were close up and support-
ing the 5th and 3th Battalions in the line,
1t was deoided to conaclidate on this line and ro-orsanizo prop=-
aratory to & further advance on the morrow. Thie wae accordingly
gmﬂaadod with and ‘he night passod guietly except for falrly
eavy shelling of eur front positions by onemy artillery from 5,
o, ONwards, The left flank of the 4th Canadisn Division rested
front of ue in approx A.S8,
Duiring PHASE 2, we oaptured 8 Officore and 137 other ranks and
some material, |

PHASE, T
‘%‘%ﬁn was realized that the pericd of seni-open fightin
had pas that owing to the existence of the old Fronch
tranch system a nors or lesan set was nepessary to advancoe
further, In addition tho enenmy brouglly) yp reinforoing troope
and artillery,
T S, 2nd Aust.Inf.Bde on the right with the 3th Battallon with
7th Battelion in line andd 3rd.Aust.Inf.Bdo on the Jelt
with the 10th Battslien {less 1 Coy) and 12th Battalion uddon
ooomand of the C.0. 10th Battalion on the right and the 1loh.B.a,
on the left, o o ,
TANKS Four Tanks were ellotted to the left Brigado aad s.x [ nNXE
v right Bripgade,
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%’% Twe Fleld Artillery bLriczades allotted to oach Brigade
on wvas arranged direct betwoen C.,R.A, and Brigradicrs

conoeorned,

2nd JAust Inf.Bde arranged a creeping barrage starting on the grid
line ruming from A,0,4.0.5. 10 5,20,C,0.5,

The Srd.Aust,Inf.Bde arranged a oresping barrage nearer to their

front line troops but conforming to the barrage eof the Snd.Aust,

Inf.Bde, Heoavy Artillery wae to fire on CHAULNES.
SUB=SECTORS, remained uncltered,
W ERVE DRIGADE was %o ¢loso up %0 Squaros .21, = X,22, and X,28.

ne Libth August, to conform with operation to be carried —
oy the ond and TUrd.dust,.Divisions further to thes Horth,
ﬁ% <) Ogi LIHEE Troops wore te form up on present front line
vance in roar of ths Tanks who ‘rould closely follow
the orecping barrage,
{b) opﬂnnrﬁog, The morning was vory foggy and dark and great
dirfi y oxperienged in maintaining diroction, Ex¢opt for
this daiffioulty the dawvn provided idoan) coniitianas for attack,
Qur men followed the barrage, but all the Tanks except one wore
misaing, Thia one assisted ths loft Brigede. It appears that
dome wore lete while others lost their bearinge in the fog,
At S5.a.m. the romoinder of thoso detailod for the left Brigada
Joined in the Tight on the loft, Tho Berrage was excelleont but
rather too fast (100 yards 4in T wimutes) for the condition o the
ground which was a nmaee of tronshos,
Imiediatoly the attack comiencsd heavy iH.G. fire cormenccd.
Portunately their fire waa wild, doubtless due to tho foz and the
~ " rattled state of the gun corews amdl most of them weroc mopned un
- beforo doing nweh dumage, The right Company of tho loft 3de put
out of aotion zomo light ficld guns which wore on the E, side of
the Village, At about 5.,a.me touch vas lost battwesn the two
attacking Drigados., Thino appared to be due to the right centre
compeanr oi tho 2nd Aust.inf.ide veering to the rizht and tho left
cantre Company noving too far to the left and falling bohind the
167t Bricade, Howover the zap waa filled &d by the timo S.25.C
De43e waz2 roached tho advance wao gontinuing as plannoed.
At B5,15,a.m, the BLUE Lino in ita ontirety had becon saptured,
T7o Tanlkke were sent by the IZrd. Auet. Inf.bdo and these with a mopping
up company of the 7th Battalion succeeding in clearinz all ii.G,.
nests which had bscon over run by the rapldity of the advance out of
the Village of LIHONS,
Consolidation wes coummencod immediately. s were now in a sscure
position, on a commanding ridge looking well over tho Oanadians on
the right and well ovor the enemys country in all directiore,
70 were in touch on both flanke, for though the Canadians had not
advanced we had thrown bock & dofensive flank along the railway,
gh_::; rizht flank of the 2nd.Aust.Division on the left was at X.17.B.
L LN
COUNTER ATTAQHS, Tho eneny launched a serica of vigorous countore
BLLACKD © n"m_"l’nmc £ at Jea.n, These with one oxgeption woere beaten t
with heavy loss to tho snanmy,
At U,30.54m, & Nnunbor of the snomy succoeded in breaking our front
dine in 5,19,0., and cdvanced towards OREPEY 700D end tho Hospital
0L Xe2¢.008,0, Floreco fighting took place botwaen ORIPIY 700D and
theo nev line, in the course of which woe inflicted heavy loss on tha
eneny and captured prisoncra, The enomy continued attacking in
5610, and $.20, and at times succeedod in dAribvbling men forward
through the conpliocntod systeme of trenches in thic area. In spite
o7 these contipuoun attacks the left Bripgade succeoeded at 4,.n.n,
in completely butablishing the line only 300 yards W of the BLUDL
Linc. Tho r{g,ht bBricade during thic time wore alse being countere
attacked, two attachs one at 9,30.0.n, and the other at 4,30,p.m,
belng particularly hoavy, Al} thoge -counter attacks wore roplaed
Tho line bolng consolidiated at this time ran an follows;-
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The line being oonsolidated at this time ran as follows; =
Xe11,D0,1,2, thence along support lins 10 X 23,5,4,3, = Xel3,8,9,7. =
g.f’g‘ﬂiolﬂi - x.ﬂﬁlﬂlﬁ.#' - hanﬁﬂ ﬁlmg trﬂnﬁh tO S.IQ.B.S.O; -
t'a :;llfigafi';yf;E{;lﬂ‘s.?. - 3.261512'3. - E.EG.D.?.'?' thﬂn Eﬁuth
On night 11/12¢th A t, the Snd.Aust.Infe8de was rolieved b
the 1st,Aust,.Inf.bBde m;ed baock to m;uz-;nu Rnuaw:f . x
En the 12th Auguat the firing line of the eld Prench systen from
RelGeBe5e74s t0 Xoa114D,4.0, wen ocoupied without gerious opposition
and a8 lialson post establiched with the 2nd,Aust Division at
xnil?;ni‘hﬂ- ~
on morming of tho 16th the line was agein pushod forword to the
following 1ine = S,10,B,340, = S,10,B¢5e0s » X 20,A,8,8, = thonee
elong the old Front line trench to XelB A 5.0,

ACTION OF 1t AUST,INF,3DE and 18T,Auat, 4
s herias of dot 3 an;. s B DiveArtillory during

T W 0 e e ee ol e 6

The t do did not participate in any attack, ether than
0% MONIOURE Wilar Lss $SheAmstetiirs a8 Shoy portoery i) Sy Jine
us Ve also ro
O R RS ol
® a0%ivity oi the Erigadc while in the line on timse two ocaasi
7a8 confined to patrolling in <hich oxeroi :
prisonera wers t.gltm. . 80 however, soveral

Tﬁagiifnioml ﬁtnhrz! so:‘r;;o its tvo P.A, Brigoden into lino
N . 8300, 80 urigades took t in

preliminary stages of the advanoc of the Gth Auguat, but nthgom

plus 4 houra on the fth, they weturned to duty with lst.Aust,

Divimjonal Artillory.

oyn r""‘t
{ﬁb\ﬁﬂtﬁui
Liout-0clonel,
Genarasl Staff,

let Australian Diviston.
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HAPS .
Attached Maps shows stages of the advanco.
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;wrg:mx, le
Eriuanara and katerial eaptured .

\le oaptured during the O d&ys =
¢ Officers and 208 Cther Ranks unwounded,

2 21, om. {approx) puns
12 10, cm howitzors,

- anti-tank aung oalibres 7.0,0u,

7 7.7.0m, Fiold Cung,
40. Hinenwerfor and Li~ht and Heavy Traneh liortars,

177. liachine Guns,

iuch other material, including A huge dump at
ROGINRES Btation,

IR AT IR SN
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FIRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION, 17
-O=18,

Patrolling Oporation
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FIRST AUSTRALIALI DIVISIO.

NARRAZLYZ

on July the 11th tho let, Australion Infantry Battalion was
holding the front line between SURAZLILL and YERRIS astride of
the rallway which runs to the South of both of these villages,
The country consisted o ficlde ol doop crop with scattered
farnhouscs, the farm bulldings belng mostly surrounded by esnall
grags or garden enclosures boundsed by hedges., The Battalinnﬁfrant
wvas heold by two Compenies, each having © platoons forwvard and ono
in Support. mach of the throo front line platoons in each ¥
Company forned a picquet, The battalion thus had 8 platoon pPosts
in its front line, A third Oompany was in Suvpport, and the fouriia
in Rosorve, 1

The Company astride of the railway was holading three

platoon posts, The central post (No.2) was actually touching the
Southern sido of the railway. Tho Southern post (No.l) was about
250 yards south of it, The Northorn post was 150 yards ahead and
glightly to tho North of the railweay,

OPERATION . Aq |
In front of No. 2 Post, 500 yards away, was & amall

houss, This house was immedlately south of the rallway. The grass
spaco surrounding the house was enclosed by a hedgo and bordsred on
the railvayv., No. £ Post and this grass plot pach bordercd on ths
South #ide of thoe rallway, with about 250 yards of tzll crop between
them,

The platoon Commandor of No. 2. Post, on taking over, had bcen
told by the Officor whom he relicved that e believod this house to
be oocupied, The post however had a bad field of viow, as the land
rose slightlv in front of the post and dirped again to tho houso,
Wheon daylight began to break the incouing platoon Commandor sent
out a Sorgeant and one maen along the diteh on the South side of the
radilway to a point near the top of the risc from which he could get
a better view, Thoy returned at 5,a.n. whon & Corporal and ono
other man were sont out to take :heir placse, for two hours, During
this time the platoon Coumandor and the Corporal crept into a shell
hole in the crop ebout 50 yards in front of their post and fired
somo rifle gronades at the house and the hodges around it,

No movement of any sort was seen during these periods from Noe 2.
poat, The platoon Commandor roported to the Company Commander at
8e.30,8,.,m, HO loarnt from the Commandor of No. 3, Post (across tho
railway to the north) that whon the rifle grenades were fired
Gormnans had besen seen to leave the housc, Identifications werc
needod, It was therefore decided that a patrol from No. 2. Post
should go out and cxzamine the house and if possible obtain an
identification,

At 9,30, the platoon Commander from No,2,Post took out the
Sergeant and Corporal who had beon patrolling up to that time as
described above, and one other man Each took a rifle, two or thrcoe
bandoliers of armrunition and 4 bombe., The Officer and Sergeant had

®* glso revolvers, They crept along the South sido of tlhie rellway till
they reached the hedge enclosing the graes plot arournd the house.
The railway affordod a very good avenue of approach to the house
becausge it ren along an embenkment eabout 9 ft high which shut off
all viow from enyone to the North, Along the bottom of the embarke
ment on its South side ran a ocontinuous hedge and along the South
side of this hedge a ditch two or three feet deep., Immodiately
South of this ditch sprang the crop.

The party orawled along this ditch to fhe corner of the hedge
ne=» the houso. The house stood on the far side (i,e, east) of the
grass snclosure, about forty yardc south of the railway. It wae
decided that the Officer and the Corporal should creep further up
the ditch to & point north of the house (marked A in the sketch)
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from which they could cover the surroundings of the house; while
the Serzeant with the other man turned south along the wcstorn
edge of the enclosure, and thon along the southem edgo of 1t,
and so up to the back of the house, golng round three sides of
the enclosyre and finally getting into the house from the back,
This thoy did, the Sergeant ani his companion crawling aléng the
outer sido of the hedpge surrounding the enclosurc, The house had
been recently occupied - playing cards were found therc but no
clue by which tho occupante could be identified. The Sergoant
orept back to the 0fficor - going acroes the grass plot this timo
From where the Officer and Corporal had beon waiting there could
be soen in the crop behind the house several very large shell-
holes, The Sergeant was instructed to clear these shell-holes,
Ho crawled beck and across & clecared space behind the house into
the odgo of the crop and up to th: shell-holes, the Offiocer and
 Corporal covering them from tho same point besido the rallway.
The railway ombanknent provented the Sorgoant being seon Ifrom the
N. The shell-holes wore ompty and had nover been occupled.

The Sergeant roturncd and the whole party then crawled across
the grass plot and southwards along the inner side of the hedgs in_
front of the houso until they reached the point marked B Jjust inside
tho S.!/s corner of the anclocure, Here they lay for a considerable
time, the 0fficer searching with glasses the crop to the west of

gt O G L zi,a, betwoen him and his ovmn post) and tho Sergeant dolng tho

~on the\game to the South, Throo suspicious looking shell=holes wero

ciZ® ‘geen in the orop, Theso are marked X ¥ and Z in the Skotch, Part

of thom of the upturnod earth,of having been newly thrown up, In the caso

uld be /5% 7 the susplcion was made noarly certain by the fact that the

en and ledgo of the sholl crater had beon camouflaged by laying on it tho

" the \gcrop which had boon ocut around it, Lo

pearanc Tho party crawled through the crop tovards the nearest shell~

R hole, 'Then twonty vards from it the Corporal and one man were left
with instructiona to covor ¢svocially the rear of the other two.
Then the Sorgeant and Officer worked quietly up to the back rim of
the crater and tozethor looked over the rim into it, A machine
gun was mounted in it, facing the other way (1,e, towards our
posts), The sentry was sitting dovm in the crater talking to
another Geruan who was lying on the bottom of it., The sentry had
a rovolver in its case on his bolt, Both men looked up, ocompletely
surprised, Thoy wore being covered by revolvers and begen at once
to ery "kiorei%, A threat induced them to be quiet, The Officer
asked them whore the other German posts were, and they pointed
readily onough to the crater at Y « if they did not undorstand the
words thoy undorstood the intention,

Tho Officor being alroady cortaln of the orater at Z this inforw
mation nade him sure thot both slwwll<holes were occupied, They
accordingly took ths two pri caers back to the Corporal and tho
other man at W, The two Geriians carried their machine gun with
them as soon as they knew what was wanted they were very ready to
do it, Tho Officer decldod to rush the other two posts together,
Accordingly he loeft the two prisoncrs with the two men at W; and
then he orawled out towards the southern post (¥Y) while the
Sorgeent took the Northorn one (Z). The distance to the Southern
post was rather longer., It was arranged that the Sergeant, when
he got into position, should walt until the Officer gave the
8lgnal; and they should then rush the posts together. It was
necessgary at intervals throughout to zet the head above the crop
in order to soe the position. They each reached a point about
ten yards frowm their respective posts. Then the Officer waved
his hand and they rushed for the shell-holes,

ihe Sergeent found four Germans in his shell-hole, and
the OffMcer eight, In each shell-hole was a machine gun pointing
the other way. In cach casc as they came up a shot was fired at
them from the shell-hole, They are uncertain whether the Gérmans
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had bheen aroused by cone noise from the taking of the first post,
Both tho Qfficer and the borgeant fired several shots from their
revolvers, Tho Officers second shot hit the {i.C.0. In charge o:
the Geruan post at Z in the arm, and the Gnrmmn@égalﬂ their handsg
up. 7i1he Germans did not knov how many might not behind the single
man vhanthey in each case saw, -

A bomb would in each case have settled the wholc party in
the shell-hole; but bombs wore not throm because the sound of coe
vould have inf'ormed any Gerauans in the surrounding shell-holes
thet there as a fight in prosress, whoroas a revolver zhot iold
thom nothing, The whole party of prisoners vas hurriedly disarweid
and taken back to our post (No.2) by the shortost routo, They .. :e
mnarched overland through the crop, with thie best possibls speca.
Thoy were seocn by Germans from the houscs 250 yards south at G,
and were firsd on 17 none wers hit, On roeachiung the post the
prisoners were pushed off at onco under cscort across the railwvay
and to Company iHoadquartors,

Instructicna wsro given that all shcll-holes in the nelgh.
bourhco.. of the othora were to be clearcd. Thc pame patrol
accordingly went out at once, with tiie addition of two mecre mer..
It worked stralght through the crop at all sholl-holos near tro
German poste which had previoualy been captured, From these clell-
holes 18 Germans vere taken. Theso wero observers cr members of
the machinoe gun crows, who used the various shell-holes near thair
guns for living in, Thoe living poeltion generally took tho forum
of an undorcut driven into the sido of the shell-hole facing our
posats, and then sunk some fcet Jown, The opening vas covered by
a sheel, and was =0 uncbirusive that in cortain casos even when
looking straight dcvm into the ghell-hole it was nct easy to
discover thom., During this cperation the sniping from the house
to the south continued and one man wes hit., It had been decided
to advance our line to the fer side cf the house near the railvav
which had first been visited. The Corporal and two mon accordinzly
stayed cut thers to prevont the Gormens Trom roocoupying it, and
thre> Lewls Guns wero sent up thers in the aftornocons The I'Ow-
maining mombers of the patrcl returned. Altogethor the patrol had
been cut 5% hours and had takon 32 prisoners, and three Light
rachine Guns,

This finished Opsration "A",

OPFRATION, "57, loanvhilo the left Piequet (No.Z) which occupled
ne post north of the railway, from whish (as gtated above) &
view had been obtained of Germans leavinz the house ncar the
railwvay, hed ombarked on a senarate cperacion, Less than 200
vards in front of this picguet was an snclosure surrounded by &
hedge and bordercd by trees. 4Lhis enc.c-nre was Kiown to be
occupisd., At the far Soutnern end ¢ it was a house. The hodge
and drain which made the Southern cdge of this enclosure wore
continued out into the fileld in whicn o % Post was. About 1C0.%0.ael.
8 patrol consisting of an Officcr, < 4,0. » With two others, laft
No.S Post and crept unior corer of tais hedge and drain tc the house,
One man was left at the cornee o the hedge noarest to our po:ovu .
(at point marked D on fap), .uao Southern odge ¢f the enclosw e, and
the house, were found to be vnoccuplod,
The enclosure North of the house was knorn to be occusisd,
The patrol decided to search it. A covorcd in dug out was 5Gen_by
the patrol (which was unobserved by those in the dug-ocut). The
patrol approachod it from the flank covered the Germans ingido with
a4 revolver, and these at once surrenderod. Two more dugouts werse
captured in the sawme way,
The prisonsrs wers then sent back in charge of *hs N.0.0.
The man from the corner of the fizld (D) was brought up. This left
the Officer with two men, They moved up the field, the Offiser in

ey L —— T S — ——— T —— — - ey
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the centre, the mon on olther side of him at 10 to 12 paces
interval, This enabled three moro dupouts to be dealt with at
onco, and the occupants captured, In tvo dugouts at the
orthern end of tho field, however, some resistance uns net
with, It became necessary to fire sevoral shots.
ouick sotion was clearly demendod, for the ocoupants of
the remaining dusouds were aroucsed by the shootlng, dutaoide
their irmmediate positions, Bombs were thrown into several of
the dugouts and two of the patrol clesed in and cut oif the
enenys line of retreat,
The bombs demoralised the remaining garrison and they
gurrendered easilv, Altogether 38 nrisoners were talken. and
4 Lignt itachine Guns., The patrol *inished its work shortly
aftor noon, Lator, vhen the battalion on the loft (4th.Austr. ’lan
Infantry Battallon, lwad aimilolly clearod and cepturod tho (oitell
posts to tho North of this position, our line wag advanced ... &
post sited in the field wiioh was the scene of this operatior

OP,’RATION "C" Operations "A" and "B" were both tho work of the Lofu
Company of the 1lst., Battallion, As they had becn s0 successfu.
it was decided to oxploit them and advence the lino,

This made nocosasary the capture of the farm buildings at © .
from which the Ffiret operation had beocen stocadily sniped, Thes:.
houses were in an onclosure just south of a road running (roug:ly)
cast and wost parallel to the railway line and 200 to 3500 vairds
aouth of it, Across the same road, about 250 yards cast of ihe

- houses, was 0,5, (Left) Picquot of the right Company of the l1st,
Battallon,

A patrol had alroady loft this ploquet at 10.a.m. to
oxplore the buildings with a view to an intonded ruld. An Officer
and four men made their wav 1p & drain in single file towards ilhe
farm. Vhen about 40 yards from the place they formed in line 4t
5 peces interval, and crept iix this fashion for 20 yards, They
were not fired on. A N.C.0. and two men were accordingly detuchod
to soe if the hedge along the Southern corner of the farm onc.usurc
wag wired, and also to locate any enemy posts. Thls parvy cone
on the oneny at the point marked K in the sketoh and capiured
seven men with slight resistance. This however roused the German
post further south at L, and the party wae fired on from thero. The
prisoners were talen back to our post, being covercd by two
menbers of the patrol during the process-’,

It had been by this time decided that the enemy should be
clecrod out of these positions on tlhie right flenk with & view to
advencing the lino., At 4ep.n. idciiuctions wero given that “he
farm buildings which were the subject of this oporation shounid
be taken by the Right Ccmpsry. The method of attaock was to be from
the 1eft flank end roar., lio 7. Picquet, Right Company was woved
northwerds from its position acrose the road to No.2Z.,Post of tho
loeft company by the railway line, frum which the first patrol had
iasued that morming. The post whic:r was thus left vacant was
garrisoned by another platoon, while a further platoon was moved
up in closc support., The throe Lowls (luns at tho houso firsi |
captured near the raillway line weve ourdsred to glve covering Iire
from the North, if needed. And several Lewls Guna facing the
objective from the front were to do the sane,

The attacking platoon moved No,2,Post out towards ths house
by the railway line, and then southwards and south-wosi wurds
against tho right rear of the farm which it was attacking. The
platoon was formed in two lines of skirmlshers, the firss to
attack, and the socond to =2ct as support and guard the f.anke
and reinforce if necessary, The Lew.s Guns and rifls grenad: ors
in the hedge south of the honse by the rallway covered iis
advance. At about 30 vards “rom the German Ponl at ¥ ana Irom
another post 100 yards norta of it, the line was fired on .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO10116



- - ). 8 .
T APPEND% :
t ] 34°

s )

with rifles and machine guns, The posts were at once rushod,
Nine Germans and 2 nachins guna wore teken without a casualty,
"hen the left flank of the nlatoon attompted to advance further,
howover, it cwmae under hoavy iro from the ripght. It was dooclded
thersfore to place the post immediately in front (Mast) of tho
farm bulldings in the position captured. .

From this position patrola of three or four men one after
another worked out and took from tho flank and roar the three
German vosts immediately south of them, But there were still
othor poats furthor south which were giving trouble by thelr
machine cun fire. A patrol of an Officor and 4 other ranko wee
accordingly sent vut from another platoon to silence thom. Two
posts were lccuted, one on oach side of & road 300 yards Soulh
west of the farm (marked 3 on the iiap), The Sentry was sitillr
in the bottom of tle post, Theso postse were tackled in & murior
similar to those previously tsken., Ihore was a sharp fight -
which 9 Germans wero 1zllled and 5 woundod. Fourteen prisoner .
and one light machlince gun wore Laken; two other light machins
gung were found but wore ro. brought 1in,

In front of thesc pocts the crops had beon cut for a spacou
of from 40 to 80 yards, This oporation was ovor by GeDanie

OPERATION. “+ D, The whole line had thua boen advanced except ths
TOXLrome rignt, Opposits the left of the next brigade im the lino
was a farm knowvn as TDRN FARE, held by the Gormanas. An advancsg by
the right of the 1st Battallon would necessitate the capture of
this farm and the surrounding hecgos, Plans wero therefore
considored for an attack upon this position in co-Oporation with
the battalion of the last Yorkshirc Reg_mont vilch was on tho
right of the lst.Australian Infontry Batialion, The right poct
of tihe 1at Baticllon was oa tho VINVIX BIERQUIN Road, The road ron
out from it to the South Nact dlagonalliy acrose the Tront of the
next bripgado. TURN FARI was sbme 400 yards down the road,

On the evening of July 1llth a patrol from this right post,
consisting of an Orflcor and one man moved dovm parzllel to tho
road and roached a German post about 100 yvards dowm the road and
slightly Fast of it, Threo CGermans were killed and two captured,
The next morning (July.l2th) the same Officer took out from his
poat, betwoen 9,30, and 1l0.a.n. a patrol of 4 men., By methods
similar to those omployed in opcraticns "A" and "B" thsey captured
tho garrisons of various German posts und brought in 28 prisoners
and 4 machine guns, The whole of the enemv had been clearod for &
dopth of 200 to 300 yerds in front of e right post of the lat,
Battalion. A few men wero left in the field which had beon
cleared, in order to prevent ths Germans from reocoupying ity This
wag roportod to Headquartors.

1t was arrenged with the batta..ion on tho right to exploit this
gain, The Bapt Yorka were to tozo TRERN FARI from the South Vest
while the 18t Battalion wos !> Lelp by fire from the north, and
to ty to establish a line unhing Test of TRIRN PARY (i,e,bayond it)
and commoocting with the posts of tho 1ot, Battalion already
0stablished further north, The rizit pla4ocn of the 1st Battalion
movod forward to the position alroady *ake:a by 1ts patrol in tho
norning. Itz placo was taken hy & plitoon of the support Company,
The right platoon made a slight furtiier advance from its new
positlon, and capturcd 7 more prisoncrs and 2 machine guns. But
the Germans were now alort, and harassing our mon with machine guns,
The fast Yorkes hod taken TERN FAR, Muwther advance at tha®t time
Wwould clearly need o more organised and powerful forn of attack,
and 1t was not conoidered that tho objescts to be mainod rendered
thds worth undortaking. Touch was accordingly obtained with “he
East Yorks by pushing wp the supporting plation, aAnd the plan
gg advancing the -line.-Dast. and HNorth Rast of TERN FARK was glven

L \
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SECRET GOPY NOeososhes
| g PIRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISIOK.
Wﬂm

" Hoadquarters,
15the ﬁﬂgﬂﬂtn 191C,

JARNING ORDER,

- 1. The Division will be relievod on the nights 15/14th and 14/15th
inst, by 4th and S5th, Aust Divisions,

2 On rolief the Division will probably move to the AUBIGNY Ares,

> d ao a
Ve ollowing are the co-ordinatcos of the l1ine selects
4 Jumggggfnff 11nglfor relieving Divisions, and this line will bo

preparod accordingly arnkl handed over,

h.E.B..S.D:
AsTaCeQ4e7s
E.ET‘G .OlUi
S.Bﬂ.D.B.B-
SeP0sCe7404
S.18,6.6,0,
x.M|A.5|2I
XeZ4,440450
X,17 Cantral,

oH o tails will move {(probably to TRONVILLE OHATEAU) on the
b 14Eﬁgii;tfﬂ gummand will pass on completion of relief night liflﬁth

inst,
éZhljﬁlJJJ.
Lisut-Colonel,
Gﬂ'nﬂral St&ff ™
18t Australian Diviasian,
DISTRIBUTION,
GQEI No. Igsusd tO.
l -4 DH.OQ, 27 . 3rd.Aust Division.
E = 7 ar Diary, 28, 4th.,Aust.Divieion,
B8 let.Auat Inf , Bde, 20, Sth,Aust Division.
9 2nd.Aust.Inf.Bdos 50, H.Q.Lialson Forco,
10 Srd.Aust .Inf.Bde. %51le 2nd.Canadian,Divn,
11 C.R.A.l8t,Aust . Div. 32, Camp Commandant.,
12 C.R.E.lﬂt.AUHt-Bi?- 55. AlDIOI
S 15t.P1°nﬂﬂr Bn- 34, AQ,
14 1atlHlGlBﬂttﬂliﬂnl 551 Pile,
15 lﬂt.D1?.51g.ﬁﬂy-
16 18t ,4ust Div.Train,
17 B.S.O.IEtnﬂuﬂt.DiT.
]B A-D;H.S.
19 AP e 3
30 D-A-D.V.B. !
21 lob Vet Section, |
22 DeAosDs04S, Issund At F¢30,0om, |
23 No.2.,3an.Soctlon,
24 l1at, Div.Salv,.Coy., ;
2B Aust .Corps, '
28 End-ﬁuﬂt-Diviﬂion-
\ _ . | ¢
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R?INET aUSTRALIAI DIVIBIOL

Hoodquarterss
21gts Auruste 19108
1at.Aust.Infediioe
Mmdl.AusteInieiide,
Srd.Auot . Infebde.
1: tll-L iH...Eﬂ gt .
nl"u.

----r-h----hl--.—--uﬁ--ll-

Gancel this O0ffico §/92308 of 18«38«17,

¥ 1ll ro t ecch

15ti, Light Hor:o porsomnmel will rotain one sectlon &

Eri%ﬁdu Egaﬂuuartarn at disnosal ofiirig de Commonder. :

1n addition the IHotehkiso Gun and teasn will roeport to 1st.Tu?t~

inf.irirade Hondauer .orc by noon, tO@OrTOv 28nd.-8--18, Lor if.dh.
loyment a

S : The remaindeor of the Troop &re placed tomporarily

at tho diopo3al of A A.8.Q0Ge TOr AsPoily WOTKe

Wi p e At
flr(ﬁll}Lbf’ ‘( \
/¥ isut-lolonol,

Genoral Stafl,
1at Australian Division,

Coples for Var Diary,

CL YT LD Tl ol L LRl b el -
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1st, Aust Div,

4 Report on enemy Gas Shell Bombardment on sarly
L morning of 26th.inst,

On the morning of the25th.inst.at about 1 am the enemy put down
a very heavy barrage of gas shelle mixed with H.E., in practically

the whole of the area captured by us the previous dey. This

shelling continued until about 5 am and in scattered positions on
the Divisional Front lasted until 7 am-ﬁut not heavy., At 8 am

on the same morning I personelly wnspected the positions held by
the 2nd Aust Inf Brigade which received by far the greater number

of the gas shells, All precautionary measures werse being carried mm
out except in soms cases of linesmen engaged in keeping up communi-
cation; these men were kept exceptionally busy and it wae practical=-
ly impossible for them to wear respirators all the time. During

the bombardment adl respirators were worn but owing to the length

of time the shelling lasted it was found impossible to wear
resplrators while the gas still persisted, there being no gas=proof
dugouts in the aresa,

WIND.

AT 1 am the wind was blowing from the west at about 4 m.p.h.j about
1.30 am the wind changed right rouhd to the east bringing with it

& heavy fog. It continued in this direction during the bombardment
and for seweral hours afterwards.

NUMBER OF SHELLS.
On the Divisional Front approximately 12,000 gas shells fell,

CALIBRE. .
The calibre of shells tised embraced 77, 4,2, 5.9, and probably
shells of larger calibre,

NATURE OF GAS.,

Mostly Yellow Croes gas was used with a fair parcentage of both
Greman and Blue (Cross mixed,

NUMBER OF CASUALTIES. |
The number of casualties reported by the Divisional Gas Centre

were:
From nn%ﬁ}%n noon 25th inst. 70
i "256th " ¥ 26th * 497
587
The casualties were more noticeable from noon to midnight of
25th inst,

CAUSE OF CASUALTIES.

Thé high number of casualties was practically owing to the excessive
and continous shelling and the consequenee persistancy of the gas
a8 respirators were adjusted immediately the bombardment commenced
and all precautions were taken,

LOCATIONS, .
The heaviest shelling was in the area ReB548o&eDeyRoBBecBesReB0.8.2.

CeyRe294,R.23.,0.&.dey and R.24.c.: R.16.c. and R.17.d. also receiv-
ed a fair amount. All locations on sheet on—Sheet No. 82D,

Wature of Country. ' |
@ nature ol countiry was most suitable and lent itself to £a.s

shelling being a series of hollows, and at the time our frent line
was just forward of the gullies, The tactical situation did not
allow of the withdrawal of troops nor for troops to be relieved,

29th Amgust 1918. Lieut.

A/b.G.O. 1lat Auatralian Division,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO10T116



i R
ﬁﬁmm% }47'

RST AUST..»b. { DIVISION,

Divisional Headquarters.
l1oth, ﬂuﬂlﬂt e 1918,

1st .Auat.Inf«Bde,

end.fugtInf  pde.

crd«fgt.Infide,

lﬂt -.:+.i.G .B&ttﬂliﬂn.

lst.Picinesr Bn.

C o1 iAIlEt sAuSt .Div .

C iRlEIj Et iﬁuﬂt 'Di“ -

lat.Div.8ig.Coy.

A,D, 0,8,

ﬁ. |P nll » |
HOoR3nneScction, : |
DGO |

Attentlon 1s oalled to the fact that the
enexny has rocently nmade uge of 17. o, insnver{er shell
filled with Yellow Croes, These sholl are fitted with
tine fuzes and scme of ther are burst in the oir, In
certaln cases injuries received by troops wore caused by
drops of the liguld folling on them,

| All renke chould be warn:' ' to look oubt Z'or this method
of attack and to adjust resplictors at once as soon as
dMnemvrorfer sholls pureting in the alr ere obasrved,

The destruction o. “.ae ysellow cross vapour in the
locality attacked ia dilicult, as no gas shsll orators
are forited and the liguid ia sproad over a considerable
area, It is probably that the persistency of yellow cross
from shells burst in the air will be less than from thoso

burst on the ground,

In one case & bombardment of this nature vas
directod againast a projector nosition, It is possible that
the encnly 1g adopting this method for dealing with projsctor
positions which ere suspected or which hav: boen observed,

L8 ik ein
/i M”{‘I” 1By

'fi Lieut-Colonela
" General Staff,.
1st Austrolian Division.
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IROT AUSTRALIAL DIVISL O,

83 /28%,

Divisional Headquarters,
27 trh. Auguat. 1915.

lﬂt.AuEt.Inf-Bdn.
end,Aust .Inf.sde,
srd.Aust.Inf.Bdo,

C R .Anlﬁt.ﬁuﬂt.Div.
C.R.E.l8t AVBYL .Div,
1at oil oG pEEl.t-tﬂ. liﬂn.
ist,Pioneer Bn,

lst ,Div.8alv,Coy,

iy - n“-- - e e B S e e e W e W D

The following received frem Fourth Army is forva: 0d; =

" In the ovont of & general retirement on the part of the
Onemy 1t is cortain that ho will arrango for explosive and other
devicos to causo cecualties to our troops,

All ronks will theooofore be warned against such dansers
and the following ruses v.ich havo alrcady beon employod by the
onemy should be brought to their noticojw

(a) On basty rotirement,

The wcojority of the trops consist of small oharges laid
a8 land pinoa which explodo whsn = hoavy welght goes over them,
Theso are usually found in "No Hans Land" and on roads which
are not used ordinarily by tranaport,

{b) On deliberate rotiremont.,

Eig Small land rines in all roads,

11) Delay action mines in road snd roilway embankments
ana bridges, £

(111) Charees laid in or comneocted te tho following; -
Attractively furmiehod dug-outs,
Single houses left standing whero others Rave boon
doatroyod,
New work, mew trench, or other oquipment in tha
midet of recently dimsturbed aoil, new metalling or
trench boards,
Souvonérs, asuch as holmeta, shells, badges and
bayonets iﬂft in sonspieuocus poaitianu.
Articles aticking 4in ths ground such as atick grenados
or shovels,

(1v) Dug-outs infcctod with Yellow Crosa and other gasses,

Units are warned ageinst constructing camps or bivouace near
fnomy ammunition dumpe, as a delayed action devioo for exploding
such dumps exists,

Attontion is cnlled to 33,163 .May 1917, "Hints on
Reoconnalssances for Mines and Land ({inog in the Area ovacuated
by the Gormans * , :

B
L

@ P L j
: et ~ Vs Smay
..T'eﬂ":‘ & -1.:_ 2 'y 2
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TRST AUSTRALIAL DIVISION,

139 /560,
Headquartors,
1Ethe ﬁuguﬂt. 19185,
18t Aust.Inf,Bde,
5 and Aust JInt B8d4o.
Erd.Aust.Inf Bdo,

S o Qe A S ey e W D AR S e e e P G e S

1, It is vrobable thoat the Division will be in tho
roserve aroa for 5 - 7 days.
The first two deys will be spont in re-organisation
rosting and bathing, over-haul of equipment end 1in
gancral cleaning up. v
Subsoquent days will be <evotod to Tank tralning.
For this special arrangements will be made with 5th
Tonk Brisado, but the lst,Aust,Inf Bde will be preparcd
on any date aftor the 17th inst to provido a Demonstration
Coy .

i This Coy will demonstrate in conjunction with Tanks to
21l othor units of the Division, these units being practised
thomselves subsequontly.

Troops will bo lecturcd by Officers of StheTenke. Brigade.

Ne Strict attention will be paid to the matter of CGuards, and
Sontrica and to Saluting.

3. Brigades should arrange for rocroation during the afterncona.

4, Administrative instructions will bo lasued by A.Q0. of the

Division,
[??hpj}{rﬁl- |
';”Hﬁaf'#ﬂzleub-ﬂnlanﬂl-
General Staffl,

1at Australian Division,
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FIRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,. ‘P
A P AP }6 )
| . | Divisional Headquartgrs,
27th, August, 1918,

Aust C 8.
TACTICAL AND THCHNICAIL LESSONS LEARNT FOR
MONTH OF AUGUST, 1918,
> TACTICAL, It has been proved in ths recent open fighting that

2 liachine Gun Battalion Commander could do much better work
were he supplied with a Motor bicycle and side car, Visiting
Brigades and Company Headquarters in the line entailed often
a ride of over 20 miles, and as a galloper was necessary two
horses were used up dalily.

The importance of training Officers, N.C.0s and men in
the German Machine Gun was fully demonstrated, and in this
Battalion cases occurred when their own lMachine Guns had been
disabled, fire was brought to bear from captured lachine Guns
with excellent effect., |

Section Officers should be taught to use their own
initiative more, Future training should include tactlical
rides, including setting problems demanding quick decisions,

It is put forward as a suggestion that as the transport
allotted Battalion Headquarters is insufficient, the establish-
ment be altered to admit of the G.S. Limber being exchanged for
a G.S.lagon,

In the recent successful operations the attacking .
Battalions had & section of lMachine Guns attached. The gun
erews numbered 1 N.,C.,0, and 7 men, and 10 belt boxes were taken
rorward, This number proved ample, and with the establishment
of Section dumps, S.A.A, was got forward to the guns as soon as
possible. S.A.A, was also obtained through the agency of our
aeroplanes,

The principle of refusing a flank to the enemy by the
distribution of 4 or 8 Machine Guns was also fully avalled
of and justified., Infantry were by this means set free for
urgent use elsewhere,

Dirsct Overhead covering fire was used with good effect in
the operations just south of the SOMME on 23rd August,
Ridges were swept from which enemy Machine Gun fire was suspectec
with the most effective results,

TECHNICAL That an issue of wooden bullets be available for range
fIrihg - 26 yards - thus creating a gaving in ordinary S.A.A,
1t is understood that the Germans use wooden bullete for this
purpose., Y |

i #/

.-’“thor-ﬁanaral.
Commanding 1st Australian Division.

--#fh-ﬁ— i

— —_—
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