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éffiiﬁu Herewith report for month of liay,1l917;«
ﬁ'. s
T offrs, 0/Ranks
- SiiLBe
Strength of Depot 30, 4/ onis - OB ~“5555 |
Total arrivals at ﬁepﬂt*.... 196 2969 |
Deparitures: -
- OVEPEEEE....‘.-.--. " s
' Other DepolBesesses 194 2616
k London for ffiu‘by---. o 20

|
_|
DEATHS: There was one death reported during the month:;= N0,578 |
CeQelleSelienzies,B,- -« 30th,Battalion, A, I.F,,died in Delili losp- i
ital from pneumonia, and was buried at Penings Ceuetery with
the usual Military Honours,
iaDISGIELIHE; The internal discipline is very good., The report from
the Provost Officer is attached which again shows a large numbepy
of cases disposed of.
The uajﬁrity'of the offences were again committed
away from the Depot,i.ee.,while in Hospitals or on furlough, amd
are sent to this Depot to be dealt with, Apart from that the |
internal discipline is very good. Only one case of falsified
nasses occurred during the month. The big decrease in this
dharge is no doubt due %o the most vigorous manner in which all
such cases have been dealt with. 31 Cases were remanded foxr
DeColle for the month, which shows a decrease of 10 on last
montht'!s return, Tae majority of the cases remanded for D.C.li
were illegal absentees, Several night raids were carried out
" during the month, which proved successful. Several captures
were made in each case in the trenches, dug-outs, lhaystacks,
~ °nd woods in the vieinity of the Camp,of absentees from both
[ ﬁ?ia and other Depots and CampS..
| :

5 \ The new detention compound which wae egstablished at

|

the close of last month, for the purpose of centralising the

\

ovost work and a more efficient safeguard for accused soldiews
. nas served its purpose well, The discipline of the accused

soldiers whilst in the Detention Compound has been very goods

over
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DISC I8 3 jﬂﬁntinued) gince the Provost work has been dentralised
4% has been the means of reducing tae Guard ﬂﬁreﬁgth by 485 _ -
and Provost Staff by <0.

ADIMINISTRATION:= The administration is carried on with the minimum
of economy to maintain the required efficiency. When men
who are employed become "A" Class, they are eliminated from
the Staff, as far as possible only men of low calegory are
employed on duties in the Depot.

In several instances it is most essential To eumplyy
men of Bla category, as it is found that Home Service men
cannot carry out the required duties in all cases, but immeds
iately such cases become "A" wulass, lhey are marcihed oute. A

' squad of about 20 N.C.0's and men ol low category, and have

seen long service are in constant training each day in Guard
duties. As soon as the W.C,0's and men become thoroughly
conversant with the required duties, they relieve other umen

' of 2 higher category who are employed on suah dutvies,

TRAININIC;~ The present systemn of training carried out is a hardening

| : prnneﬂs,,mbat particular attention is given to tThis WOTX,

i The average number of 17,C.0's and iHen under .

training for the month was approximately 500 daily,' The

T.C.0's and men undergoing training are Eegregatei into plate

oons accarﬁing to their medical classification and fitness,

and exercises are regulated accordingly. The following

ayllebus of the training is carried outl;=-

llo.2 Platoon - made up of B.las mens Light elémﬂntary move=

ments, marching exercises and games which stiulate increased

cireulation of the whole body,

No.3 Platoon - made up of B,lad men;: ledium exercises,marcil

ing,running and jumping exercises, and games for stimulating

the respiration and circulation.

No.4 Platoon - made up of B.lad nen: ﬂdvancea_exerciaaﬂ.

Varching, running and jumping (varied and strenuous)- and
games, The weather conditions for the past month being
more suited for training, men bhecome physically Tit much

more quickly and pass throu@h the Depot more expeditiously.
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TRAINING (Continued) All N,C.0's and men ol the category B.la are

‘medically classified once a week, and undergo the more advanced

"
#_-"—-I: :-"_F—i-l- A

stages of training according to thedr classification . S B

Approximately 50 N.Ce.0's and men are paraded dally

q“"\' '—.H-:ﬂ.l—a—:ﬂ_— —.

to the Senior Dental 0fficer for dental treatment.

ary
i
il

The training is carried on under the supervision of a |
Physical Training Staff, two of whom are Imperial CGymnastic
} inatructarﬂ. The rgmaining Instructors have all attended Courses
of Instruction in Physical training and Bayonet exercises €iC.,
at Aldershot and other Training Schools,
SANITATION: Thirty ’hv&ntm have been pitched within the Camp Boundary.
’ A certain number of men vacate their huts for a period of 10
days to enahle the huts to be thoroughly cleansed.
; All blankets and equipment are ranged between huts and
tents each morning (weather permitting) for the purpose of aire
| S
15 tents have been erected about 500 yards from the
! Camp. This is used for an isolation Camp for all contacis. A
picquet is posted round this camp to prevent the men who are

contacts, from leaving the precinets of Camp, and mixing with

L

other men in the Deyoﬁ. A canteen has also been provided to
enable the men who are isolated to purchase any necessaries
which they may require wﬁthaut having to leave the precincts of
their guarters,

A separate cook-house has also been erected in the
Jampe Bverything possible is done to prevent the men wha are
contacts from suffering any inconveniences,

ABSENTEES; The absentee company, as set out in last month's report,
still continue to carry out most excellent. work, A considerable
number of absentees are apprehended every month, by Army Form WS1lll

~ being posted to the Civil Police in the District in which the man
gave Bis address when proceeding on furlough, A number of men
who have been posted as absentees are.traced and often found to
be in hospitals or transferred to other Depots without this
ﬁeyat being notified,by a letter heing posted to the man in ques-

tion at the last address which he had left when on furlough.
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ggymﬂms !Con+inuea} Bvery effort possible is instituted to locate {
‘all absentees who are apprehended in all parts of Creat _ % ;

Britian and Ireland by the Civil Police, on the receipt of
Army Form W311l which is posted to them.
IBSSING: The messing for all troops receives very close attention.

EBverything possible is done to have the.men provided with

s T i i ek o

" good food and sufficient to meet all their requirements. 1

may state that very few, if any complaints, are ever made Dby

— e

the men. Xvery precaution possible is taken to prevenit waste §
of foocd. Attached is the report from the liessing 0f{icer

giving full details for the month,

ANUSELENTS; A enncert is now held each Friday night. A concert party
is engaged from ILondon or some other town to enable a good
show to be given, Boxing Tournaments are arranged every
Inﬁday and Wednesday nights, It is found that this sport is
greatly appreciated by the troops, especially when tournaments
ere arranged for between this Depot and other Depots and uulls,

Cricket matches are also arranged, and several
matches have been played between the Depot teams and other
units. The troops appear to take a very keen interest in
both boxing and cricket.,

Both the Billiard, Reading and Writing roous are
well patronised by the men. Arrangements are in hand to have
two more billiard tables erected., Billiard tournaments are
arranged from time to time. This game appears to be greatly
appreciated by the majority of the troops. The Reading and
Vriting Room has been exténded, and everying possible is ;mne
by the Sports and Xntertainments Gﬂmmittge to provide amuse=
ments for the men, and toprevent a number of men wandering
about neighbouring vlllEHEB?mﬂﬂ breaking camp,

BAND; The band still continues to show great improvementi and is
doing good work, A programme ia played from 6,30,p.Ms tO
8.p.m, each evening. This is found te have a very lnespiring
effect on the troops,and assigts in keeping the general conduct

=4
and disétpline of the Depot good, it also helps to keep thne uen
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BﬁﬂDECuntinued} in the Depot on the evenings when sports and D)

concerts are not arranged fore
DRAFTS N.C.0's and men are continually drafted te their Traine
ing Units and Drafting Depot when they become fit.
1T.C.0's and men who are not likely to become it
witﬁin six weelks are still drafted to No,3 Comuand Depot, and

over six weeks to Weymouth, when the last named Depol can

accommodate them, .

POSTAL SERVICE: The work carried out in the Depot for the month was
very saﬂiﬁfac£ory. All re-direction receives very close
attention, to ensure troops who have been drafted from the
Depot receiving their mail with the least possible delay.
Approximately 45,000 letters, packets, and newspapers, and

1449 parcels were handled for the month,

Lieut-Colonel,
(AT) o Comuandant, NO.l COIILAND DEPOT, AeleFe
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b ~ SUMMARY OF CHARGFS FOR THE LONTH OF MAY.]1917
W.

AcViel.s mccompanied with:=

Eresking Camp 49
Drunk 2
Neglect of duty 7
lrregul ar conduct 2
Breaking hospital o
Fslse pass A
Cut of Bounds 2
Fualse address |
Eecaping confinement <
AV.1L.
Irregul ar Conduect 3;;
Neglect of duty 19
Drunk 13
Breaking Hospitasl | <
Attempting suicide - 1
Cut of bounds 19
Absent frcm Parades <l
Failing to salute 6
Neglerting to obey orders 19
No identity 2
Making false statement 2
o1 "7
Do Cobim, . ol
Tot =l 548
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. &%Q’ REPORT ON WORKING OF PROVOST STAFF DURING MAY,1917. a

e

-~ From:-0,C, ,Provost,
To:= Adjutsnt, 5
Noe. 1 Command Depot, 5

Herewith 'report offi working of the Department under my Cowmand during
the past month:= i

Genersl Discipline, The discipline of the camp outside of parade
ours depending very largely on the effectiveness of the police
control,it is satisfactory to be able to Bay that discipline in this
Command Depot compares favourably with that of any of the A.1.¥F,
Depots in the U.K..A return of the charges deall with during the
month im sattached,and by comparison with the figures for the previous
month an ides may be obtained as to whether discipline is improving
or deteriorating,It is improving; for,whilst ihe tot al number of
charges deslt with shows an inerease of about 10 per'rént,there is
s decresse in the number of serious charges of no lees than 25 per
cent,as compared with the figures for the previcus month- serious
charges being tasken as those which led to the accused being remanded
for trisl by Distriet Court Martial, Abs=ence without leave was the
offence in the great majority of cases;such cases,indeed, forming
75 per cent of the whole,It must be taken into account,too,that in
the great majority of these A.W.I.. cases, the offence is not actually
committed frowm this Depot;but soldiers,having been through hospital
and proceeding on furlough,feel inclined to make the best of the
respite from rigid military discipline,and to take a gehort holiday
over and above what has been offiecially sanctioned. The discipline
maintained in the Depot itself is good,=and there have been no serious
disturbarices,

Detention Compound, The new detention compound,opened towards the
ciose of 1ast month,for the purpose of centralising the work and of

providing a more efficient safeguard for accused soldiers, has served
its purposes,Wien first opened,two senior Non=comm msioned Officers
from the Anzsc Provost Corps were attached to my staff for duty,with
a view to demonstrating practieally how it was to be conducteda After
carrying on with this work for about a month,these N,.C,08s, returned
to their unit,and the m=ansgement of the compound is now being con=
ducted entirely by the Depot Staff.The work is being ecarried on
smoothly =snd efficiently,the present staff being thor ocughly convers
sant with their respective duties, Thanks to their vigilance and to
thst of the guard who patrol the compound outside the varbed wirk,nc
prigsoner has as yetl effected an escape; and it is in the nature of a
compl iment to the Detention gt aff that prisoners have been sent from
other camps to be held "for safe custody" by us.The prisoners are
treated in strict =accordance with regul ations,and the discipline
preserved has been O the whole very good.

EEEE.EE&EEE* 1 have no hesitsation in sayving that these men are
carrying out their duties <in a manner that is a eredit to the Depot
and to themselves.They are undoubtedly a strong influence in the
preservation of order,their work being none the less effectiv® becauts
it is done quietly,Their rule 1is to nip-trouble in the bud =not to
wateh it grow in the hope of effecting an arrest,They are vigil ant
and taetful ,knowing their work and doing it well.They are very
effiriently supervised DY Sergeant lLovett and his uecqnd-in-eharge,
Sergeant Davis,tod it is to the training in their duties by these
two Non=commissioned C{ficers that the smooth working of the force 1i
due. Apart from the routine workt of the Depot, several raids were
made at night during the month,wherein several captures were made of
soldiers who had instslled themselves in trenches,dug- ouls and
hayst acks in the vicinity of the camp ,with a ?;ew to an unfettered
enjoyment of the Englieh summeT, A word should be aaid of the work of
the Csnteen Police,to whose credit ig 1s to be said that,in places

where disturbances may not unreasorably be expected from time to
time, they have so managed that no disturbance whatever has had |

to be reportéd,
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o Uffime Staff .The amount of work requiring to be done in tne

1 Y offire nowadays is fourfold that of December 1last. Much able assist-

i iﬁ anece has been given me by Lieut,Bickford,and,after hie departure,
by LiAat, Poune,with the result that I am able to give more time to
the effective supervision of the whole working of ihe Proveoest Staff,
It im to be pointed cut tnat ,not only is the work of the cffice
plentiful ,but alse thal il necessitates remaining on duty for long
hours,since one rever knows at what time scme bu=miness requiring
urgent attention-e,g. ,the fixing up of an escorte wmay arise,Serht, -
kajor Steriker,in charge of the office,hss his work at his finger=-
tips,and,ynder his guidance things run smoothly.The duty of arrange
ing escorts falls on Corporal Higgs,and to him also 1ie sllotted the
making uo of the weekly retumm,B,2009.1n connecticr with this
return ,it has been lesrned|thouch not cfficially),that that from
this Depot,whilst one of ULne largesi sent in to Hesdguarters,also
gives the least trouble in the way of requiring amendment,l may
0l sim that the remainder of the office work is attended to with
ecusl care and efficiency.Corporsal Cromwell,as N.C0.0. in charge of
defaulters’ parades,snd im ~arrying out the duties cf Crderly
dorprTal to the FProvest Staff,is keenly alive to his duties; and
the remainder of the ¢ffice Staff know their work =nd get .through
it expditionsly.The work is kept right up-toedate; in evidence of
which I wmay state that at the rresent moment there is no m=@
remanded for D.C.K., whe summary of evidence in whose n~ame nhas not
be=n t&k!‘ni

Genersal. The Staff throughcut knows its work and dees il quietly.It
Is work that requires sound men te carry on,for tne houra are
long,anff there is always lhe possibility of trouvle arising unex-
pectedl y.Chare have neen a humber of chsngem on the staff during

the month,the policy pursued being to graduklly train the new men
taken on,that they may itake inhe places of the trained men who,

from one cause or snother,march ogut of the Company.l would respect-
fully recuest that the Frovest Staff be kept up to its present
strength, as sny curtsiling would csuse an unnecesssry gmount of
duty to oe placed on these alresdy doing a full day's work.

T"he distribution ¢f the Camp Pelice and Detenlion Staff is shown
on the cduty roster attachied heretio.

Perham Jown, Tieut, & €.C. ,Provost,
1st.June,191%, | Fe. 1 Commsnd Depotl.
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&Y CAMP POLICE AND DETENTION STAFF IUTY ROSIER; O
% .
CaANP POLICE
T. 0,08, len,
1 H.G‘C‘i Iﬂ ﬂ;h’l?gﬂ; 1

No. 1,2 & 3 Camps Patrol,

1] N.Co,Ce & 9 men 9 a,m,==4,3C p.m, 1 9
1 N.C U, & 9O men 4,30 p.me==11 p.,m, 1 9
Tuty dﬁring Canteen Hours and Hscort to Coy.0Ord. Room,
o
No, 1 Gmtﬂﬁn 1 }T.G.G- & e Tmen 1 =
Ne, 2 Canteen l1 ¥,C,0, & & men 1 o
No. Canteen l1 N.C.0, & 2 men : X 2
Post Cffice 9 a.m, 7 p.m, : -
Pay Cffice 9.90 a.m, O p.m, 1 1
DETENTION OTAKFS
1 N.C.C. In Charge. 1
8 a.m,~~4 p.m, 1 o
4 p.m.==12 n/n, 1 3
m/n,=== 8 a.,m, 1 3
Ezcort Staff for Detention & C.C.'= Ord rly Room 1 8
Barber 1
Total strength 12 44
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NO.l COLIIAND DEPOT,

(SN N | Perham Down, ,.,S’
e Ty 30th,liey,1917,
Fraﬁk: Officer i/c liessing,

- o.1l Command Depot,

" Toj;- Adjutant,
Noe.l Command Depote.

\ Monthly Report of Officer i/c liessing for period 28th.April, -
| to 26th.May,1917,

llessing, 166,012 meals,

These have been served punctually and well, and appear
to have given satisfaction to the men, I persconally visit the
lless Huts and kitchens during the meal hours, and make a
practice of asking the men if they are satisfied, I have receival
no complaints, 1 consider the small amount of waste in this
Depot vim., 33 oz, per man per day, representing swill,although
capable of reduction is fairly satisfactory. A very considerable
quantity of bread was overdrawn 8,900 rations, and flour drawn
in lieu,

Scones,pastry, and duff of various kinds have been
substituted and much appreciated.

On several occasions instead of serving the dinner hot,
T have put on cold meats with beetroot, potatoes, and onion
salad, this has been very successful, no waste occurring as the
men eat the cold fat on the meat more readily than when hot.

Canteens, The subject of Canteen suppers came to my notice
when the A.C.B8., sent a Miss Norfolk tc the Depot with instruct-
iong amongst other duties toc supervise the preparation of

\ suppers for the men, After carefully considering the matter and
making enquiries, I found that only %% of the men were buying
suppere in the Canteens, and about 5% were buying tea and bise
cults in the Church and Y.M.C.A.Huts, so 1 came tc the conclusim
that suppers were an unnecessary luxury, and that if a cup of
tea or coffee and biscults were available if required by the men
about 8«30 or 9.p.m. the expense of supper and the inducement ;
to the men to be absent from dinner which has to be provided for
them and consequent waste if not eaten, and irregular control of
the food, would cease t¢ exist. I accordingly recomuended to the
Commandant that the services of liiss Norfolk be made available imxr
improving my own staff in the art of cooking. I might say that
when the matter was placed before Mr,Gardner of the A,C,C. Ludger
shall, he kindly placed her services atl nyy disposal, and I
obt-ined considerable assistance from her,

Staff, I have again to report with great satisfaction on the
work of my Staff, and I should like to here mention that I
congider the majority of the kitchen staff, such men as head
cooks, pastyy cooks, tea makers, vegetable cooks, stokers, and .
swill workers should be fit and able men as any in the Depot,
because they not only have long hours and arduous work, but they
are working on the clock also, and it will be understoecod that in
order to keep the Department up to a high stadddrd these men are
working at high pressure "7 days in each week,

I therefore, to ensure the efficiency of my Department, must
protest againet such "A"Class as I have, being marched out until
I .am absolutely sure that I am suited by lower category men to
replace them, This I am conesftantly trying to do, but have found
great difficulty up to the present, During the hot weather
men are not anxious for cooking jobs. It is cooler ocutside,

By Products,The return for By-products has been satisfactory. A
considerable increase in the crnsumption of dripping has been
caused by scones,pastry, and duff being put on the menu, and
also I have reduced the consumption of margarine to 261lbe
per 1,000 men, instead of 36 1lbs last period,

A small experiment in socap making was successful, in
whiedh I used 76 1lbs of dripping recovered in the By-product,
and produced 100 1lbs of soap.

-
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% - Ry Products(continued). |
. _The quantity of dripping used per 1000 men is ’:" .

apparently excessive,77 lbs, but it has not been wasted, and
the men greatly appreciatg it.

Altogether 1 recovered, used and sold 6,941 lbs of
; dripping, worth at current “ice £2176=0=8, 14.4% of total
E weight of meat issued, and 4457 1be,8.2% of meat issued worth
+ £15-11-10,

Prices, There is a matter of prices of food ﬁtuffs ordered

from Canteens, I take this O“ﬁﬂfﬁuﬂluf of menitioning. Ia the

¥ case of fish, I had an offer of smoked kippers at.i/ﬁd.aacu

| from a Fish uh1esman in London delivered to rail head; for
similar fish bought in the Canteen I had To pay Ehu each,

) Again I have had severzl offers from the same salesman of

& Oodling and Haddock at 6d.per 1b. delivered to rail head, but

have had to pay lld.per lb in Canteens, I recognise it ﬂs

desirabhle +to deal with Canteens, but cannot help thinking such

wide discrepancy in prices might be adjusted.

L
/_'_’—_

- -
o — L-lh

{ 0fficer i/c lessing.

r
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