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o AUSTRALIAN __ CORPS. y A e
= R quﬂ S, ”";:9 P 1(:_% E
N & 8th Yi ' Pl /%
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3 '-a-‘_‘. % S T
BSalvage Ammunition at CONNAUGHT SIDING S

I was informed last night by D.D.,0.S. Fourth Army that hn had
made the following arrangements :-

The platform at CONNAUGHT to be divided into 2 portions, one half
of which to be set aside absolutely as a Salvage Ammunition Spur, aendl under
the control of Corps - Arumy retains the other hnlf as a Railhead.

The Salvage Ammunition Unit to be employed at the Spur in receid-
ing, cleaning, conditioning Boxed ammunition and Heavy and Siege ammmition,
and re-issuing serviceable and disposing of unserviceable, as laid down to
be disposed of. Undor no conditions shall bomb or grenade ammunition or
components of same or fireworks, etc., be received at this dump.

Corps will be responsible for finding Labour party.

Corps will be responsible for finding necessary Guards, fire-
appliances etc. Corps will be responsible for finding all accommodation
- for Ammunition Salvage Unit, Labourc » and Guards and office. Corps
will be responsible for lay out of ith Traverses, 3heds, etc., as laid
_down in Fourth Army Administ rative Scheme, (copy of which is attached).

The telephone at present at the Dump is Army property, but it is
thought arrangements may be made with Army "Q" for joint use.

1. In this connection, ann.arrnngﬂmanta now be made please for a
Labour party of not less than 25 to be detailed for continuous work at the
spur.
2e May accommodation bﬂ prnvidud as fulluwﬂ T
1 Nissen Hut as Office (one half), and accommodation for
Officer and Warrant Officer (other half divided into ¢
portions).

1 Nissen hut for 'A' Amm, Salvage Unit 'B' Guard.
1 Hissen Hut for Labour party.

3. May arrangements be made for the erection of the necessary covered

~ accommodation by C.Ek. Corps as laid down in attached memoranda.
"4 Hny'tﬁu telephone be provided please for the Corps Office.
Se I would suggest that, as the Corps Salvage Officer has = Dump at t}

same Railhead, the Amm, Salvage Unit be placed unﬂar him for rations,

Ge Will you please say what records you wish kept anﬂ'whu
mzde to you by the officsr in charge of the Amm, unlvage
Lisut-Colonel.

" -ﬁ -B' L] D - 3 -
: AUSTRALIAN Corps.
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Retur: of Salved Ammunition and Empties. / 7 -

The e¢llection and examination of salved smmunktion is an urgent matter,
sppecially in the northern aress. Corps will estpgblish in their ereas
amiunition salvage spurs, at which amsunition will”thoroughly examined,
and if found serviceable, re~issued to batteries and refilling voints. Iif
defective, it will be returned direct to the base. The site of these spurs
ere shown in table "aA". The gpur at HAEGKAEN will be used by XX11 Gorps, and
and will be controlled by A.Hed ' (IX Corps).

The remaining spurs will be organised quf- Corps arrangements.
The necessary construction will be carried out by Transportation.

Ammunition Officers and a Staff of A.0.C, have been obtained to assist
~in this work:s DeAsDe0eS,y Amnunition, Army, is alweys available for
‘tegchnical advice, and every assistance ghould be given him when visiting
‘and inspecting Corps ammunition refilling points and salvege spurs. The
examination of OGun and lowitzer ammunition only will be undertaken at

salvege spurs. Sslved trench mortar bombs, grenades, S.A.A., ote., will be
dealt with at Army depotls, where facilities for laboratory operations exist.

| Salved amsunition will be taken to the salvage depghts by light railéway.
It will then be examined and t-

(a) Returnsc to Base by broad gauge, or |

(b) Sent by light railway to group stations or to rofilling points,
for re-~igsue, or

{c) Sent to Army denots, for re-igsue.

—alved amunition, including bombs and grenades, must be safe before it
is returned to Rellheads. Unsafe smmunition must be buried or destroyed.

~ ¥henever possible, unboxed field emmunition will be re-boxed before it
is returned to Salvage spurs. smply boxes in front of rellhead will be
collsetad for this purpoge, under Corps arrangemsnts.

The salvage spur should be prepared for the receipnt of 65UU tons of
_amunition. '

_ It will be collected with forward echelons and the neareat Army depot
by iight rellway, and will be situated on broad gauge, so that defective
ammunition can be dsspatehed direct from the depot to the Bage. 1t will
also be acecsasible by road. :

A relsed platforn BOO yards long, 10 yards wide, and £ feet high, should
be eonstructed and covered with about € inches of mine earth, for the atorage
and examination of heavg shell. Rough forest planking up to 2.000 feet run,
should also be provided for stacking the shell,

| A eorrugated iron shed 40 ft. X 18 ft. should be erscted on raised
ground for the storage and examination of cartridges. |

The front of the sghed should be open and the bays closed by portable
manels 7 ft. high. -

A corrugated iron shed 20 ft. X 14 ft. X 7 ft. should be provided for
the storage of fuzes amd tubes. _

A working party of 100 men will be required at each salvag spur.

Empties will be returned, normally, to transhipment pailheads or depots,
or to salved amnunition spurs, from any of which they can be loaded into
- broad gauge trains and despatehed to the Base. All light railway trucks
which deliver ammunition forward should return loaded with empties.

The practice of unboxing field anmnunition at railheads cannot be
ellowed. Ammunition suffers by being sent forward loose in Decauville
trucks. It must only ‘be unboxed to meet ilmnedisfe requirsments. .

~ The work of unboxing, for issus 10 batterics, and of repascking fired .
cases for return L0 the empties siding, will be undertaken as far as pogsible
by DsAs08 at refilling points. See 5.0, 450,

=)
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W > = V_ﬂ AllMne. &IMﬂ Unit,
Salvage Ammn. Spur.
CONNAUGHT SI1DING.

The attached is passed for your information and instruction.

Action is being taken regarding the
report to you on Monday 1llth lr‘i::anﬁ "SROEP Partys and 25 men should

I am hopeful that hutting accommodation ¢
_thnt. weé may get an independent telephone. g nasbartions o T

Please read carefully the instructions which
were gent u unde
:3:3:('-5:;1 ?;g Qc. 2;::’; g :;:: i;n::gw.mlﬁm, get your muuamyginmﬁ-zarn
n.pp].;la;iaaa Py g » a make provision for necegsary fire
our Unit will be attached to the Corps Salva
ge Officer for ra .
= ‘Igu will Ea“:lnatmted later as to the Records and Returns Ihiat’;g:?ll
quired of "Q" Branch, in the meantime take stock and Record all the

ammunition etc., now at the Dump, and kee
thappomngg of the day will be miu by yml:.l Diary or Day-book in which all

I am forwarding herewith latest issue of "I
ngtructions f
Preservation of Ammunition and Explosives in the Fleld", “M! s ohaglg:i: and

ol "Handing over file". Place
n the course of a few
your Unit ‘- ﬂf_‘{’t I am sending to you for attachment to
Hg. 403 GEI- -PEVEDUE, J. 36th H.A. Group.
. 208 FII NTOFF, F. -d0-
149 Gnr. MASON, W.H. @O

The first has just obtained his Certificate a orema
_EEHE out:-i:h u;c:fddlnb.&:at.- lab. Foreman, the third a: ?u:; :nnipuhn .t:'rl:loﬂ}’
alle know
e » bul acquired a certain amount of ledge which must

You will give these H.C.0's and man eve
oCo very facility for im i
tt.tl::irwkn:;:dﬂ.ﬁ:a:;. t.;M I shall probably be utuiai;g one umrgsnf
¢ € various Corps ammunition Refilling Points and

Nspecting and reporting on the Ammuni
adopted of sorting ute:]_‘ tion at the Dumps, and the procedure

j'l
f

Lieut-Colonel.
Al Bl '0" s.
AUSTRALIAN CORPS.
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