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APPENDIX

. | | jo 4 10
@ i | THIRD AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ENGINEERS. N /
N, ~ COPY. | -

| 30th October, 1917.
0.C. 9th Field Coy., etc.

Pleage submit reports by noon Nov. 2nd on work
done during recent operations on the following lines :-

The reports should contein & brief statement
of the work done, together with remarks on any points worihy
v of special attention, including the Tollowing, V1.
1. Plank roads, method of construction,’ and rate that
may reasonably be expecled, double or single preferred,
use for lorry and heavy gun traffic.
2. Mule tracks, necessity Tor and best mnethod of consiruction,
2. Trench bosrd tracks for men.
& 4. Necepsliy for marking tracks with tape or otherwise.
5. Assistence received from ILight Rallways.
8. Need for Tramway line for carrliage forward of R.H.
naterials and trench supplies, and removal of wounded,
] . nd whether ©-1b. or 20-1b. track ls preférred.

7. Arrengements for wWater supply to the Advenced Troops. .

fi

- 8. Possibllity of making &ny reguler Trench systems and
1] communication trenches between the dgéfferent stlages
o | of the advance, the extent to which this has been

' dlone, and the kind of tbench that may reasonably be

: expected, Vviz. revetbing, laying trenchboards,

congtruction of shelter, wiring, etc.
¢. Ingineer reconnalssance beforehandc.

10. Any srrangements for Iflxing position gained on =ap,
and for reporting on aite and conditbion of captured

- dugoutis.
11. Sufficiency ol R.E. and Ploneer pergonnel.
18. Attachment of Infantry to R.E. and Pioneer Unitﬁ :
| sd/ G.C.Payne,

T 18 eut. & Adjt. for C.R.E.
| ' avd Austrelian Division.

- e e
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=

A E

h;?'GOPY. | _
° - 1st November, 1917,
G-H-Et 3
3rda Australisn Division. .
' Reference your G.1417/1 of 30/10/1917.
1. PLANK ROADS. These were made irom palved timber of varying

lengthe from £' to 10' . The roads rade were constructed as follows:-
Single tracik, four bearers parallel to lengtih of road, Dplanks on top

of these, ribands on both sides wired Lo outlsde bearers. These
carried 18 pdrs. and 4.5 Howitzers. Pascines were algo used on the -
above principle. Little or no experience was obtained with a

__~  proper plank road, i

3. MULE TRACKS. Necesslity very marked, There should be one per
Brigade front. The ones mads in recent operations were made &8
followsa:=- Track marked out and levelled for width of 6', shell
holes filled in with bricxk when obtainable, sandbags filled with
eartn when not obtalnable. When the formation Wwas finisghed planks
of salved material were lalid on Trunners and these epiked Aaown.

A few road mats were lald and these were found to be moet preferable,
vut owing to thelr welght carrying long distances ig out of the
question, but for ahort carrieg thege are to be recommended and with
o double tracike of these light whedled traffic can pass OVEr the track.

3. TRENCH BOARD TRACKS. A great nunmber of trench boaris were used,
but all of these should be supplied with & trangom or bearer 4 X 1
snd 3 feet long, as in the goft mud, the duckwalke sank into the
mud. Double tracks preferred Ior stretchers. Routes for tracks
ashould be as near asg possible definitely declided upon, &8s change of
nlan causes a lot of useful work to be rendered of no avail.

I

" 4. TAPES. .'Thﬂﬂﬂlare.uﬂﬁfui for night marehes, but o be oI any
| permanent service, must be kept in repalr by patrqlﬂ._

6. ASSISTANCE FROM LIGHT RATLWAYS. HIL.

8., TRAMWAY LINE, This is & most serious matter and supplles of

90-1b, raila should be made availsble to Divisions for transport of

B.®, materialsg as 1t is found by transport that the demand for material
js greater than the supply. For removel oI wounded the evacuation
would be completed in one quarter of the time. Tnough line

should be supplied to allow for repeir. Preamlines can be constructed
much quicker than roads and serve &s a splendid standby when the

roads are rendered useless by shell fire. |

i 7. WATER SUPPLY TO ADVANGED TROOPS. NIii.

- o ‘ -‘ : +he terrain of the

8. TRENCH SYSTHEND POSSIBILITY OF MAKING. In i

; recent nﬂeratlunﬁ,jit wes practicelly impossible to dig “r?ﬂdhia

| -nd G.P's. but small defended localities were constructed whic

became water bound after the Fivet rein, Dralnage ﬂf thiﬁe gﬁﬁ >

j'—" G{}ﬂ.ﬂ'h‘.mt Hllﬁlliﬂ[; b:f Lne eneiiys -
J .

"
——
'“ —
i

9. RACONNAISSANCE.. For forward tracie only, but as soon afier
7ero &g possible an Engineer OfTicer was gent up to locate forward
trscks to the new front line also any roads snd dug-outs that were
| - £A% Tor use, | |

! Fixing.:.««s

Ee o
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10. FIXING POSITION ON MAP, ALSO D.0'a. One survevor was aent
up %o locate line but dugouts were reported on as in para. 9.

1. RB,E. AND PIONIER PIRSONNEL. By virtue of the quick Bucgession °
of attacke necesgimting Phpid oreparations, the nunber of R.®E, and
Pioneer DPersonnel was found ingufficient, Artillery alome using up

a whiole Ploneer Battallon on removal of guns on roads.

12. ATTACHMENT OF INFANTRY, These were found very ugeful, and
it 18 %9 be hoped thnazat 100 per Brigade should Pe attached Lo 1us
affiliated Fileld Company when working in forward areas, and the
game men on esach occasion 1f possible
It ia algo important that mt least one Infantry Offlicer

per 50 men should also be attached. The Officers auring the

— recent operabions proved most waluable in thelr assgistance on
WOorks.

sa/ TR MILLIAMS, Major.

0.C. 8th Field Co¥.
Wrigineers, A. I. F,

18t Nov., 1817.

COPY.
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Copy. To accompany Sk

= '..- ? B- ' £ 1 %
Position 1. Positlon (Eﬂlaéteﬂ;by_Cny. Cﬂmmun%ir) wgipizﬁﬁgiiﬁiii
garfiaﬁﬁﬁd by Lewls Gun and taam,_ﬂﬁinglin addition, | ]
juring first counter attack. | o By
gﬁ%ai?#éi5wﬂrk- German dug out running nto cuttiéi W;Eaiﬂund ?_
used aé aheclter for team. Rasazye %ugaggtizlgigiingnwith %ing L
£ tion. sandbazg revetsent m oA ; T
Eizéﬁflzziﬁ.iiﬂﬁ brushwood. Heavy German barbed wire thrown adiro

| ] - ion pives protection To gun
a5 yds. on enemy B8ide. Poult &,
z?eip%iﬁriiiﬁzaun Position 2. Poslition gives grazing Tire.

ic - abhi tection
Position 8, German trench ext&ngad 1%FD b;iﬁiiin;uziiziinliizlns
e = . uEﬂu B. e S AREr
for ; orrison in German concreve dug
g?iet:ar Position 100 y&rdg in rear of I}ﬂﬁitiﬂn No.3.

n on duckboards and-earth

D s Breatwork made with German _ .
Eggiziutgafﬂrm.parapet. P&rapa@_finiﬂhed,with.aaﬁfﬁzzaéraminﬁ T
cummuniuatiﬁn formed to British trench. Positlon g i

w.2. Fieldhouse, Lct.Ber]l.

8d/  J%"yo. 3 section,
gt Field Coy. Engrs.,

A, 1. F.

* r

stch ghewing defence of MN(B!&:O l 'y
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O™ AUSTRALIAN  FIELD COMPANY
———— INGINEERS ———

Stck Chart for Month of
October /917
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