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- ‘}‘ 10, 4 Command Depot AIF Hurdecott.
WAR DIARY for month of JULY, 1918,
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On 1lst. July, the total strength of the Depot was 3,455
other ranks, and on the 31lst., this had increased to 3,837,
principally due to a party of 520 men being transferred from
lHoe 3 Command Depot, Hurdecott, on the 20th.

The number of other ranks who marched into the Depot

during the month, was 1,980, whilst 1,461 marched out; of
the latter number, 1,407 were "A" class, whilst the balance,
viz., 54, were mostly men of low medical classification who
were transferred to No. 2 Command Depot, Weymouth, for return
to Australia, or to No. 3 Command Depot (blb classification)
for special treatment. The total number marched out is a
record for the Depot for a month, with the exception of March,
1917, when No. 3 Command Depot was formed principally from
personnel of No. 4 Command Depote.

HEALTH.,
The health of the Troops during the month has been satis-
factory. The following are extracts from the Senior lMedical
O0fficer's report;-

Average l'o. on morning sick parade, 85.
No. of Scabies cases, 77 o
do General cases admitted to Hospital,
exclusive of V.D and Scabies cases 188.
do Infectious cases (lumps 1, lMeasles é) Se
do Contacts in Lines - Mumps, &7 o
do V.D Cases,
Evacuated to 1lst ADH Bulford, 52
Cured in Depot, 70
Undergoing treatment in Depot, &9 151.

The sanitation of the Camp is satisfactorye.

VISITS. *
During the month, visits to the Depot were made by the
following O0fficials;-
8th. July. The G.0.C., A.I.F Depots in U.K, presented
& number of medals to N.C.0S and men of Nos. 3 and 4
Command Depots, and subsequently inspected training
operations.
19th. July. Depot visited by Rt. Hon. 4. Fisher, (High
Commissioner for Austrelia) Mr. Dennison liller, (Governor
Commonwealth Bank of Australia), and Mr., Campion
(London Manager Commonwealth Bank), also the D.A & Q.W.G
A.I.¥ Depots in U.K,
28th. July. D.A & Q.lM.G (Col. J.P.MoGlinn, CliG, VD)
visited the Depot and enquired into a complaint regarding
alleged shortage of rations, and discussed matters
regarding hours of parade.

ADMINISTRATION.
On 20th. July, Major H.L.Bruce (MC) 18th. Bn., assumed
the duties of 2nd. in Command, vice Major W.J.Rowland, 45th Bn.
On 25th. July, a new Coy ("G" Coy) was formed; this was
made up of a portion of "A"™ Coy., which latter had risen in
strength to over 1,000 other ranks.

MESS ING.
FPresh vegetables were obtainable at a much lower rate than

hithkerto by judicious purchases, resulting in more satisfactory

meals being supplied to the men.
Oowing to the better price obtainable for first class

dripping, no margarine was menufactured at the Depot factory.
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6. CONCERT PARTIES.
ring the month, on an average four Concert Parties
visited the Depot each week, and the entertainments were
thoroughly enjoyed by a&ll who attended.

Te 5 PORTS,

On the 6th, July, & Sports lMeeting was held on
grounds below No. 11 Camp. The following visitors were
present. G.0.C A.I.* Depots in U.K, Brig-Gen. Robertson,
Officer i/c Training A.I.F Depots in U.K, C.0 American
Proops in England, Gen A. French, Brig-Gen Glasgow, and
a number of others. :

Representatives of Australian, English, Americaen,
Canadian and New Zealand troops took part in the
competitions.

The meeting proved a great success, the Committee
sparing no effort to ensure that everything was carried
out properly.

" The principal events were Boxing, Foot Racing and
Tug-of-llar competitions. |

A copy of the programme of events is attached to

this Diarg.

The Depot Cricket Team played several matches and
were unbeaten. - :

Be CULTIVATION.

e work of cropping has been continuous; the
plantings have been principally Winter Cabbage, Savoys
and Battersea Drumhead; about 1Q0,000 plants have been
gset out. Sowings in seed bed of cabbage, Orange Jelly
Tfurnips, the former for planting out in October.  The
area sown with Turnips was about one acre.

Crops gathered have been principally cabbage, french
beans, peas and smaller quantities of lettuce, turnips,
beetroot and carrots.

Other work consisted of hoeing, weeding and cleaning
the various vegetable crops in the Depot, cutting and
harvesting about five tons of meadow hay. About RO
acrew of meadow were cut for No. 3 Command Depot, and 19
acres for 2nd. Training Brigade, AIF.

150 Head of poultry, yummpxxmikitx 150 rabblts and
10 pigs (slips) were purchased to fatten for Christmas
Dinner for the troops. :

e WEATHER. During the first three weeks of the month, wet
weather was experienced, but towards the end of the month
the rain ceased, thus ensbling the crops to make good
progress.

10. DEATHS. Pfhe death occurred in the Fovant Military Hospital
on the l4th. July of No. 2919, Sgr. McCudden, G. 35rd Bn.
the disability being Pneumonia; the body was interred in
the R.C Cemetery, Salisbury, on the 17th.

This was the second death from Influenza within
three weeks.

11, AMERICAN DAY OF INDEPENDENCE.
On the 4th. July, the "Stars & Stripes" was flown
beaidaﬁ the Commonwealth Mlag outside Depot Headquarters,

Hurdcott. | thf
15.8.18, ST kel N T . & 6 ) Commdt,

No. 4 COMMAND DEPOT.
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