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1916 .
ISMAILIA. |Feb.
1 Corps Cormander visited the left of the line with General Horne, Commanding XVth
Corps and decided to advance our left flank about 1 mile to bring it into alignment with front
of XVth Corps. }
Orders were issued for the move of the undermentioned troops of 2nd Australlan Divn 1
from TEL-EL-KEBIR to FERRY POST on 2nd and 3rd =- File |
Divisional Hesadguerters. 19he da
Field Co,
»Tth Australisn Infantry Bde. 1
S $th do do (2 battalions) :
6th do do do
The following troops of 1lst Australian Divislion moved from TEL-EL-KEBIR to SERAFPEUM =

Divisional Headgquarters
2 battalions.

2 | Lieut.=General Birdwood arrived from Calro with Lieut.-Col. Wagstaff.

11 The move of troops of 2nd Australisn Division from TEL-EL-KEBIR mentioned above was
carried out.

\ 3 ond Australian Divislion continued 1ts move from TEL-EL-KEBIR to FERRY POST.

Army Corps Order No. 2 was issued.
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1916
Feb, :
ISNAILIA, 6 7th Australian Inf. Bde of 2nd Australian Divn relieved the 30th Battalion of 8th
Australian Inf. Bde at FERRY POST.
o0th Battallion entrained for TEL=-EL-KEBIR where 8th Brigade was to be assembled.
B Company, Wellington Battalion, N. Z. Inf. Bde which garrisoned BENCH MARK POST under
C.C., 30th Battalion, was ordered to rejoin its battalion on 7.2.1916.
1I
7 C.=-1n-C. and Corps Commander visited front line of B Subsection.
Brig.-General C.B.B. White, B.G.G.S., went to Luxor for a few days rest. |
Issued General Staff Circular No. 10 amending Army Corps Order No. 2 as regsgrds |
naval patrol boats on the Canal. |
|
8 Nil.
9 Corps Commander with Vice-Admiral Wemyss, Captain Macdonald, R.N., Commander Marriott,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ﬁ N., Flag-Lieutenant, Major Dﬂddingtﬂn, General Staff, and A.D.C, visitad frﬂnt line of A
subsection.

General Staff Circular No. 12 issued giving scales of ammunition allowed for practice.

1577 Wt.Wioygif1773 500000 1f15 D.D. & L. ‘A.DE.SJFunns;C. 2118.
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Instructions regarding War Diavies and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F, 8. Regs., Part IL.
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N S AT N s G . Remarks 51]1:
Place Date | Hour Summary of Fvents and Information references to
o S S U Bt e v N Appendices
1916
Feb.

ISMAILIA. 10 Pending formal sanction from G.H.Q. and Governments concerned, arrangements were |
begun for forming 2nd A. & N. Z. A. C. The system upon which new divisions would be formed |
was explalined and orders were 1lssued for splitting up 1lst Austallan Inf. Bde to form 1lst and
14th Rdes. | |

Issued G.S. Circular No. 13 re censorship. File 6/11/3c
|
11 Corps Commander visited FERRY POSTE,. |
Orders were issued to N. Z. & A. Division to arrange to send 4th Australian Inf. Bde
to TEL-EL-KBBIR. |
A shortage of water for horses of artillery of 2nd Australisn Divn at FERRY POST was
reported.
Ma jor Robertson, G.S., G.H.Q., M.E.F. called in connection wit* the formation of
machine gun companies and the replacement of maxim and Vickers machine guns now with battalions |
by Lewls machine guns. Flle 6/i/s &
12 Further steps were taken in connection with the formation of 2nd ANZAC. It was G.S.Circul=-
declded that 1lst ANZAC should consist of 1lst Australian Divislion, 2nd Australian Division and ar No. 14.
N. Z. & A, Division and Corps Troops as at present under Llieut.-General Godley and that this
Corvs should hold the defensive line as hitherto. end ANZAC to consist of 3rd, 4th snd 5th |
Australian Divisions under Lisut.-Ceneral Birdwood, - the 4th and 5th divisions to be formed
from personnel now in Egypt, the 3rd division to be raised in Australia. It was arranged to
divide the staff of the o0ld Corps between the two new Corps. 1
Colohel Roth assumed duties of A.D.M.S, ‘
13 | | Nil. '[
1577 Wt. Wioy91/1773 500,000 1/15 D. D, & L. A.D.SS.[Forms/C. 2118. |
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] 1916, |
Feb. |

[ ISMATLIA 14

15

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Reinforcements (3 officers, 1964 other ranks) arrived at TEL-EL-KEBIR from CAIRO for
1st Australlan Inf. Bde to bring it up to strength after shedding 50% of its men to form nu-
cleus of 1l4th Bde (53rd, 54th, 55th and 56th Rattalions)

Corps Commander visited the front of B Subsection with Divisional Commanders of 1lst and A.C.Orders

2nd Australlian Divisions and adjusted the point of junction between the divisions.
G.S.Circular No. 15, subject -"Siting and organisation of defence lines" was issued.
Circular memoranda as under were issued from Hdgrs, A. & N. Z. Forces =
Circular memo. No. 1
Subject - Reversion of reinforcement N.C.O's in new formations
Cilrcular lemo No. 2
Subject - Absorbtion of returned silek and wounded personnel.
Circular Memo., No, 3 _
Subject - Organisation of 2nd ANZAC.

Staffs of Hdqrs, A. & N. Z, Forces and of 2nd ANZAC split off from lst ANZAC and set
up offices in separate buildings.

Headgquarters, A. & N. Z. Forces.
Lieut.=-0Oeneral Birdwood.

D.A& Q.M.G. Brig.-General C,B.B. White.
Mily. Secy. Major Griffiths. |
and percentage of clerks.
1st ANZAC

Corps Commdr. Lieut.-General Zir A.J. Godley.
B.G.G.S. Colonel Gwynn (to arrive)
G.5.0.2 Major Marriott-Dodington.
G.S.0.3 Major R.B. Smythe

do Captain Wauchope (not posted)

1577 Wt, Wioz9t/1773 300000 1/15 D.D. & L. A.D.SS,/Forms/C. 2118.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence o
Summaries are confained in F. 8. Regs., Part II.
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B i - i . T e ] d i Appendices I
1916 }
Feb.
15 lst ANZAC (Contd)
ISMAILIA {Ctd) D.A.& Q.M.G. Lieut.-Colonel A.C.Delavoye (to arrive)
A.Q.M.G. Lieut.-Colonel A, Erskine-Murray (to arrive) |
? AA& Q.M. G. Lileut.-Colonel Lord C. Cavendish-Bentinck.
D.ALA.& Q.M. G, Captaln Maconaghy.
B. G, RA, Brig.-General Nichol.
C.E. Brig.-General Lesslie.
D.D. M. 8, Colonel Roth, A.A.M.C.
D.A.,D.M.S. Ma jor Butler, A.A.M.C. (to arrive)
AL P, D, Lieut. Ross, A.I.F,
A.P.M, Lieut. Bradshaw
| Camp Commandant Captain the Hon. M. B. Parker
l A.D.C, Lieut. Macaulay
3 A. B0, Lieut. Jackson.
| 2nd ANZAC
Corps Commander
| B. GG 55 Lieut-Colonel Wagstaff (acting)
“ G<5.0.2 Major S.85. Butler
G.5.0.9 Captain Xennedy
G.S5.0.3 Lieut. Woods. |
D.A.& Q.M,G, Brig.-General Carruthers
Al Q‘ I’EI- G-
A.A& Q.M. G,
D.AA& Q.M, G, |
B.G.R.A. Brig.-General Cunliffe-Owen (to arrive) |
C.E. Brig.=-General A.C.J. de Lotbiniers.
D.D. M, S.
D.A.D.M,S
A.D. P, S,
A.P.M,
Camp Commandant Major Churchill
1577 Wt Wrojg1/1773 soo000 1/15 D.D. & L. A.D.SS./Forms/C. 2118.
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and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

will be prepared in manusecript.

(Erase heading not required.)

Summary of Events and Information

WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.

P

U

emarks anad
references to
Appendices

—_— — — —_—— e - —— e o _sou

Pl.me Date Hour
1916
Feb.
15 LhA\ANZAC\ (Fanbd )

ISMAILIA| (Ctd)

16

17

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

- | :
A D O, Capt. C. de Cresplgny ] A, C;C'if.'f_.L EE*»wLW*
a. b, Us Lieut. Chirnside. |
General Staff Circular No. 16, subject - "Siting and organisation of defence lines"

was 1lssued.

Corps Commander met Commander of IXth Corps at KABRIT and adjusted the point of

Junction of the two Corps.

Reinforcements (30 officers, 1964 other ranks) arrived at TEL-EL-KEBIR from ZEITOUN

to complete 14th Bde.

issued.

Lieut.-Col. A, C. Delavoye assumed duties of D.A.& Q.M.G.

General Staff Circular No. 17, subject - "Artillery ammunition for registration" was
The scale was -
12 rounds per gun for 18 pdrs, 4.5" Howr. and mountain guns,.
8 y 5 i " 8" and 9.2" howrs.
6 . i * " 6" howrs and 60 pdrs.
Circular memorandum No. 4 from Hdqrs., A. & N. Z. Forces, was received; subject -

"Organisation of divisional mounted troops and divisional artillery

1577 Wt. Wroygr/1773 500,000 1fi5 D.D. & L. A.D.8S,[Forms/C. 2118.
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Summary of Events and Information

1916
Feb.
ISMAILIA 18

19 4

20
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Circular memoranda as under were received from Hdgrs, A. & N. Z, Forces -

No., 5, Subject - "Organisation; Field Ambulances of 4th and 5th Australian Divns."
No., 6, Subject - "Establishments, A. & N. Z. Forces". This ordered the adoption
of the following establshments -

Mounted Troops - Australian establishments for Austn Light Horse unitfs

- N, Z. establishments for N. Z. Mtd Rifles units.
Artillery - Part VIII, 1915, amended for 18 pdrs.
Other units - Part VII, 1915

Received from Hdqrs, A. & N. Z. Forces -
Circular memo. No. 7, subject: "Records - submission of nominal rolls of personnel
transferred from one unit to another in the process of re-or anisation”
¢.1., In triplicate, - 2 copies to A.A.G., 3rd Echelon, 1 copy to Hdgrs,
A, 1.¥., Calira.

Army Corps Order No. 3 was issued, headings as follows =
l. Reorganlsation of A. & N. Z. Forces.
2. Boundaries of Sections.
3. Corps Troops
4, L. of C. Defences.
Received from Hdgrs., A. & N. Z. Forces =

Circular Memo. No. 8, subject - "Organisation of engineer units, 4th and 5th
Divisiong"

Lieut.=-Col. A. Erskine-iurray assumed duties of A,Q.M.G.

1577 Wt.Wiozg1/1773 500000 1/15 D.D.& L. A.D.SS/Forms/C. 2118.
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1916
Feb.
ISMAILIA| 21 Received from Hdgrs, A. & N. Z. Forces -
Circular Memo. No. 9, subject - "Ormanisation - Divisional Trains for 4th and 5th
Division”
22 Corps Commander Iinspected and approved of gun positions =elected by 2nd Australian

Division (2 18-pdr Bdes)
Recelved from Hdqrs., A. & N. Z. Forces -
Circular Memo. No. 10, subject = "Supply of reinforcements to complete units

during reorganisation'.
Circular Memo. No. 11, subject - "Organisation of Pioneer Battalions".

29 Corps Commander visited ships in Lake Timsah.,
2nd Liéub. Macaulqy, late A.D.C, to Corps Commander assumed dutlies of ¢.S5.0.3 (Iga)
Issued G.S.Circular No. 18, subject - "Replacement of Machine Guns now with batta-
lions by Lewis guns and formation of Machine Gun Companies".
Recelved from Hdgrs., A. & N, Z, Forces,
Circular Memo. Wo. 12, subject - "Organisation - designation of A.S.C. units of
A,I.F, and N.Z.B.F."

24 end Australlian Light Horse Erlgade commenced to move by rail from CAIRO to SERAPEUM

WEST.

| Relief of 8th Infantry Bde by 2nd Infantry Bde at DEVERSOIR and TUSSUM was completed.
| Received from Hdgqrs, A. & N. Z. Forccs -

Circular Memo. No. 13 - "Organisation - Brigade Machine Gun Companies".

do No. 14 - "Organisation - Sanitary Sections 4th and 5th Divisions"
do No. 15 - "Organisatlion,- Artillery, 4th and 5th Divisions"
do No. 16 -"Regimental funds"

1577 Wt.Wroyg1/1773 soo000 1fi15 D.D. & L. A.D.SS.Torms/C. 2118.
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Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information r:f:;;t;s I:e:
| I i - . R - B Lo SRR .. T __Appendices
L9L6
Feb.
ISMAILIA 25 end Australian Light Horse Bde continued to move to SERAPEUM WEST.
Recelived from Hdgrs, A. & N. Z. Forces -
Circular Memo. No. 17, - "Distinctive colours of units, 4th and 5th Divisions"
do No. 18, - "Reorganisation of rallway supply detachments"
Ma jor A. G. Butler, D.S.0., A.A,M,C., assumed duties of D.A.D.M.S. |
26 Corps Commander away.
Parties returned from School of Instruction, Zeitoun. Nearly a&,000 of all ranks were| File
sent to the School for various classes of instruction. : | 1/ fom &
4th Australian Infantry EBEde began to move from MOASCAR to TEL-EL-KEBIR, leaving N.Z. -
& A. Division to join 4th Australian Division.
No. 2 Company, N. Z. Divisional Train, moved from MOASCAR to TEL-EL-KEBIR.
14th Army Troops Company, R.E. (Corps Troops, lst ANZAC) arrived at SERAPEUI. |
|
27 Corps Commander away, returned in evening. |
Staff Officers sen® to the three divisions to stimulate progress in the formation of
machine gun companies and ploneer battalions.
3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade began to arrive by rail at SERAPEUM from HELIOPOLIS. |
1st Australlan Infantry Bde. began to arrive at SERAPEUM from TEL-EL-KEBIR. |
n
28 Corps Commander, with Major Dodington, accompanied Minister of War and Agriculture

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

rall at SERAPEUMN.

(Egypt) to B Subsection front.

Ma jor Beere, N. Z, & A. Division and Captalin Coen, 2nd Australian Division, reported
for attachment to the Corps Staff for training

3rd Australian Light Horse Bde and 1lst Australian Infantry Bde continued to arrive by

15th Battalion, of 4th Australian Infantry Bde, moved by rail from MOASCAR to TEL-EL-
1577 Wt.Wioygt/1973 500000 1f15 D. D & L. A.D.SS./Forms/C. 2118.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs

- Part 11

and the Staff Manunl respectively. Title pages

will be prepared in manuscript,

(Erase heading mot required.)

Summary of Events and Information

Received from Hdqrs, A. & N, Z. Forces -
- "Organisation - Divisional Signal Companies, 4th and

Corps Commander wvisited 1lst Australlan Division, Z2nd and 3rd Australian Light Horse

Place Date Hour
1916
Feb.
28 KEBIR.
ISMAILIA| (Ctd}
Circular lMemo. No. 18,
5th Divisions".

| 29
| Brigades at SERAPEUIL.
| Colonel Gwynn

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

assumed dutles of B.G.G.OS.
Pord was received from G.H.Q. of pending movements.
3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade, and 1lst Australian Infantry Brigade continued to

arrive at SERAPEUM.
N. Z. & A. Division to be known in future as New Zealand Division (Routine Order

Fhge / hlelisercl Semmaries
ke N s 7FR e cecs

3. Vo o A2 -rr?qué_;st.zfm,

e Mty s» imyhnﬁw?anmﬁﬁ
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Ee o 2/2/18 -

. 3/2/18 =

5 4/2/1 -
* 5/2/18 =
o 6/2/16. =
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A reoconnaissance of S5IUK on %0th Jamiar 191a f
there is 9' of Waterﬂighgﬁghwal " i P TOPOELE S8 algn O Macent Mgtupetion

Very heavy rain is reported to have fallen north of G G ¥ '

EBEL towards the end of January.
it 18 reported that motors are usiny the new rond AUJAABU AVR CILA as ar as the latter plgua.
Apparently the road splits at ABU AWEILIGA, one braonc golng north to I, ARISH anmi the other
Wed towards LL AFEIRA. There is no bridge over the WADI 5L ARISH.

i S B e S -

The digging of new wells and gome zotivity on the part of e
route (EL-ARISE - KATIA) is confirmed. Y P ol enemy patirols along the northern

The enemy post at = AIN SUDR is apparently connected b; ¢ EXEL

' 3 y telephone to K « DIrevious detell
r&ga}veﬂ ragafding Turkiah.ad?ﬂn?ad Post at HASCANA are confirmel hoth by aercplane reaannaizﬂﬂﬁua
and agents. The reservolr is evidently & large one, about 150 Toeet lonz by 45 feet wide. The

presence of an under 3 : ke
W heavily Pired m:-grﬂund magazine under the reservoir is aguin repcorted. The saronlans

The road from HASSANA eastward is rsported completsd to the hasd of WAD! TL LETHEILI westerd The front 8

towards RODH SALEM rmuch work bs required, but the workmen havc boen wit!

= Ll d T \ . : & L i ] ; Hﬂ_rﬂw - thE lﬂt&znd
EL ARISH. There are indica%tione of an accumilation of dtors=z at this place. Aug.Divs.is
Aeroplane and patrols report front all clear, patrolled by

Rapﬂrts indicate that the number of troops at BIR SABA had boon somewhat incre-sed about the Corps and by
end of January. - : 3 Mtd.Rifle

vy Form C. 2118.2 72

|

|

Bikanir Camel

| A German officer with four mines is reported as having arrivad at AIN SUDE Inf,. pa

- There was no traffic on the railwsy south of EIR Sﬁﬂagﬁp to Sotg.igﬁﬁﬁFggﬁ' An Eﬂﬁﬂ;;:::‘
5 Hostile aeroplanes are said to have arrived at BIR SABA, ! also searches
The rocad fron AUJA to ABU AWEILIGA apparently divides at the latter place, one tranch going to a distance
west and one north towards EL ARI on the right or sast bank of the wadi, neither &f thess of about 20
branches appear to have been compled f'or any distance. miles from
Conaiderable ralns have fallen in several portions of the Sinal Peninzula recently our front
An anti-aircraft gun is reported as HASSANA, i line daily.

- Front reported all clear by patrols.

1577 Wt. Wrogg1/1773 300,000 1/1s D.D. & L. A.D.SS.[Forms/C. 2118.
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LTLN

P B 0
| Place Date Hour summary of Events and Information L::F;::j:;e;mé:
—— = = . b : = P e | Appendices
+Iemailia?/2/16) - |Revort ¥
2. ) (15050?, BEE.BE’E %’g 'o)tgngj'ﬁ?. troops l{lgggol;ean ;;ncentrated in Southern Syrie at JERUSALEN
y b e HOHSHIED rm—% . e water supply in W ~Is;mﬁsnmf%‘émm
¥ a and | 2ET RODH SALEM woaa 13 . "A%[‘ 7 This mon.
=* ) of ‘the Tarabas Dave not filled and tRoUeh tle wadls have bomn oo by oriy his month. Several
gl A ) dried up. The last named ig A : > in 20d, the water is mostly
a5 /2/18) - |Front reported all clear by patrols, M
g 'a
111 g
| 'l,,
'1‘_ ~
i N
|
1577 Wt Wioj91/1773 500,000 /15 D.D.&L. A.D.S.S.[Forms/C. 2118. jl ';. _r.'
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- WAR DIARY Gl m Army me C. 2113
In fructic rd or & RALI ARD NEW ZEALAND ARMY GGRP'S. o
j ﬁ:r;?:re Tfntﬁidbf ?H sﬂn : Inﬂrﬁ?ﬁ'i R TART, TINADL A 9th to 14th February 1918, t:'fl" :
and the Staff thual respectively. :ﬂe pages LN
will be prepared in rn:muscnpt | l4 (Brase heading not required.)
e — R N — L SRR i
Place Date Hour / Summary of Events and Information }:{:E;:tf’t?aamt;
- - , p———. = ] | - Appendices
'!_.f’
Pl o4
Ismailia B/2/18 - | It 18 reported th:.t ths dam 10 miles North of NE(HLacross the h-r only a small
~ bank of sarth., Ths nool caused by the dam has now prmticull up ﬂ-ﬂﬂ the ground is beingpOn inves
cultivateds (3rd Fsbruary). gation
Patrols report front all clear, is prov
, IL) o be one
/2/18. = | The digging of new walls a.lnni the uorthern route is again confirmed. The garrison of EL ARISH pf our o0
) does not appear to have been inereased {(4-2-18). achines
#A hostile aeroplano was reported over B gt 1150 going South East.

Front of ssction reoported clear ty patro

11/2/14 = $hore 1s again a raport that thers have been bad washouts on the railway near 5_% % in
1t i3 alsoc reported that ther: isanly onse aeroplane thore, and that posaibly anch one
which was lost and may have been rspv;h;g.- 4 -

There are again reports of an accumulation of 3tores a %;g

The nearest enemy post of any importance on the northern rou uld appear to be UM HGBA
wvhers thers are s2id Lo e 50 men.

Bikanir Camel Corvs patrol sighted 8 camels and 2 men some 14 miles north Rast of the left

of A" gubgection (3st Avztralian Division) these dlsappeared. These are thought to have besn
hoetile, |

From reported all clear by pairols (except as above) and by aeroplane.

N
12/2/16. =| An aeroplane reconnaissance of HASS: roports no change in the number of tents, or any increase ;ff‘ |
in structures. letalling of the A = NEKHL road hog apparently commencod. A |
Front reported all clear by patro X
™~

1577 Wt. Wioyg91/1773 500,000 1/15 D.D. & L. A.D.S.S5 /Forms/C. 2118.
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smailia 13/2/16| -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ere are three
KOSSAINA therse are said to be
ére appears to be little or no ghang
t reported all clear by patrols.

ont reported “all clear™ both by

arrived at EL ARISH early in February with some troops and

t is reported that y% PASHA
hat there are 10 German cers at that place.

e number of troops now at BIR SABA

ery little progress i1s being made with the railway south of BIR SABA.
aeroplane sheds north of BIR SABA town and agent saw a machine flying.

appears to be 15,000, & slight increase.

some 2000 men and 7 guns, this if true is a slight increase.
e in the nmumbers of mwen at HASSANA.

aeroplane and patrols. Tracks of nated feet were
by 6th Eattalion, 1st Australian Division, these were

llowed for some distance without result. The seconfl toe was miseing from the right

1577 Wt.Wiozg91/1773 500,000 1f15 D.D. & L.

A.D.S.5./Forms/C. 2118.
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, Iﬂﬁt—]’é‘lﬂt‘iﬂﬂﬂr ragn:rdlng “Ta]‘dDim'iEE _[-:[nd Inte]]iggnna IR ———— lﬂt &tﬁ TRAI&IAH AHB HE' MD A.EH'I GORPSG ::3 .t , é
Summariés are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part II. E ' A
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. 15th to 21st February 1918. 2
will. be prepared in manuseript. (Eraes heading ot requived) - U
Place Date Hour Summary of Fvents and Information fﬂ;ﬁ;ﬁmbg |
S = - . S 3 B B | Appendices |

ismailia 15/2/16. - |The ;n;myp:tt'o ;gtgblliiialiing ;ﬁin posts at vapious plages from which the intervening ‘
frou 8 rolle . 8 makes it more difficult for our t e
nmolested into Sinai. J agents to panat.rat.
1L, ARLSE E‘h The garrison is reported to have been increased to & strength of 1500 |
e - motor road is making progress towards ARISH and it is ‘.
eported well past m other branch west does not seem to h%a progressed.

it is still report 9th Feby.) that no trains have run south of BIR SABA, but that the
31ls are lald to ASLUJ.

E:tpggml snce of three aeroplane sheds at_BIR SABA i= confirmed, and camels are being concentrated pt
jeile Uarrison 400 strong. Food more plemtiful, owing to mors repgular convoys from

{nere appears to have been little work done on the SANA road west of WADI LETHEILI lately.
feroplane met and engaged a patrol of arabs about 5 es east of left of 2nd Australlian
divizien, and while returning dropped a message notifying nearsst troops. A patrol of

Hikanir Camel Corps was sent out. Later on ensmy patrol was reported by 2nd Australian |
division about four miles away watching our line, a Staff Officer with a patrol wa=s aent |
jut to investigate. |

—_— ——— —

18/2/16. - Front reported all clear by patrols. The patrol sent ocut by 2nd Australimn Divisteon |

| yesterday to round up party engaged by asroplane failed to find it. The party supposed
0 be watching our front line was discovered L0 be one of our survey parties. o e

| . The garrison i= stated t have been increased to about 1200 men with some 350

. amels of which 250 are transport. \%‘R‘Q\

3

w/e/1¢ - rnztirapnrted all clear by patrols. ) '&\

ork is proceedin; with the AVEIGILA - EL ARISH road. '-

t AUJA the number of troops is now reporteil to 5000 with 6 mountain guns. N

ihe presence f German troops at BIR SABA is reported. '
1577 Wt.Wro791/1773 500000 1/15 D.D.& L.  A.D.SS/Forms/C. 2118, ot
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ﬁ
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18/2/16.

£1/2/186.
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references fo
Appendices |

A concentration of enemy cavalpry and some camel nen is reported at CEBEL LIBNI about 15 milas
north of HADSAIA . Numbers not stataed.

Front reported all claar. ' |

ABU A¥:LGILA about 200 soldiers with 200 camels reported hers (12th February '17)

The pipe line is reported to go from FOSSAINMI to EL MOWEILLEH and thsnce by the WADL EL
HOWEILLEE to about the "O" of “830", square L 5. There is a guard at the pipe head.

lgports of enemy activity, particularly on the norfbern routs, have been received from
saveral tﬂia 17 German affiﬁfrﬂ have bern irspecting the northern route. Detachments at
various posts have been increased.

An Arad® was caught by the 1lst Auvstraliasn Division swimming the Canal Just north of TUSSTH
about 1900, 18/2/10. He was brought to Ismallia and handed ovser to the Chief Intsllligance
Off'icer for examination. Two Arabs wre sighted by a camel patrol from last Ausiralian
Division and pursued, they were not however caughte.

Otherwise front reported cleir.

An gg ent statos that the WAUL NUKHSHIEB hag been in flood, but that 1t was insulficlent

to lewve any pools behind. At OITA HARAB, the big eistearn contains about 5000 gallons

EE?EiDiE cistern dry. Thers is water at BLIIl L. CIDDI, about 2400 gﬂllﬂnﬁ duilyf? el
RABA CUMA ADDULLA 26000 gallonge HARABA HaSSAN FEHUIN 11000 gallonee HARABA UM MUOWSHIEB

10000 gallorse Other HAHA%&J sne pools have lesger amountoe

The reports rsgarding ths g.rrison of IASSANA arnd also regarding the cistern are confirmed.

Garrison about 300U wen end 7 or 8 gund. ‘he cistern 1s a large onse.

'ront clear.

Aeroplane recomnaisiance reports some 200 hostile camelmen near HOLYA HARAE afternoon

of 20/2/16.
Aeroplane recormaissance of ZASSANA shows no change in sltuation. Asroplane was evidentily

gexpected and was fired on continuouslye.
i'ront reported all clear.

1577 Wt.Wro791/1773 500,000 1/15 D.D. & L. A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118.
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22/2/16. +

23/2/18. +

24/2/16. +

25/2/16. +

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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references to
Appendices

Floods have washed away portion of the rallway embankment between ASLUJ and AUJA, and the
road between AUJA and ABU AWEIGILA has also been damaged.
Some increase in the garrison in Sinal are reporied
NEKHL 1200 »
AUJA 5000 on 10th Feby, 1000 on 15th "ebruary.
HASSANA 2700 to 3000
EL ARISH Garrison increased
JAFTFA 16000
RAMLEH 200C to 10000

An aeroplane reconnalssance reports OIYA HARAE clesr (See yes'erday's report.)

An agent (not reliable) who was at NEKHL on 17th reports a garrison of 2000 men and ten guns,
ZEREIE 8 men -

KHABRET HAMMA. 8 men
Reconnaissance carried cut by lst Division to 507 B & {1/100000) disclosed nothing of note.

An agent states that at MABOLK thepe is water for 100 camels (1200 gallons), there is a post

of" 80 arabs at WADI KHAHAIL near RAHA. He states that there is a small post at RABBA - the

duty of the patrols 1s to watch for seroplanes and communicate 3 information to CEBEL EL RAPRA

and AIN SUDR. There is telephonic communication between GEBEL EL RABBA and NEXHL,

::Ht :!;d 22nd battalions report rifle shots (10 in numwber) having been heard in a north-east
I'cetlaone.

An agent who 17t Ismaij}ia on the 18th February to investigate reported concentration of

enemy cavalry at GEBEL LIBNI (see report of 18th) passed betwesn GERELS GEDEIRA and HAMAIYIR

on the 19th where he saw hostile patrol of 2 horsemen and 10 camel men going south.

Wadis KHARIG,MAGAGID and HELFATH reported free of hostile troops. GEBEL LIBNI was unoccupled

hu: he pa:;ad thirty tranasport camels going northward and 5 or & horsenmen and 30 camelmen

going south,

another agent whf left on the 15th for EL ARISH found four ne» wells and one old one at

BIR EL MAGEIBRA,"one o0ld well and three new ones at BIR ¥L GERARAT, He estimates tLroops at

EL ARISH at 1200, the majority in green khaki with Astrachan tarboushes, saw figure 321 in

one man's collar. The tents are one and a half miles south of town and west of wadi. South

of. old fort is a trench and a four gun battery west of trench. IHorth of town and south of

NEKHL ABU SAGAL are B guns behind a trench. Agent saw a post of ten soldiers and 7 arabs at
1374 RV W0l it goo,000 1/15 D. D. & L. A.DSS./Forms/C. 2118.
*# also one old well and three new ones at BIR EL GANADIIg and

RCDIGTIO10/56



.'.|l||ll|

1. T -\ —
| 1 P e i
i o ~ |~ > e

3 r' e E H-..
N L e
T vl e

o
o e

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

- -

or

2iARY 2% IR A T L Army Form 'C, 2118,

_ Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part II. - IﬁTELLIG-ENGE SUMMARY. Mk | @_ﬁ"r J’ﬁ’

and the Stalf Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuseript (Erase heading mot required.)

Place Date

Ismailia|26/2/16. -
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Agent from BIR EL ABD reports that 10 German Officers, 40 camel corps (Turkish) and 60 infantry
arrived at HOD EL ZAIDIA (not shewn on map) about § miles south-west cf BIR EL ABD on lMonday

the 21st Fahr'ury-

Agent from EL" ZUBRA reports that the Turkish post at UM UGBA which retired when the British
patrol reached BIR EL NUSS3, psturned to t post on the 22nd. The same agent heard that the
force at LIBNI amounts o "Tuburs" (battalions)#, including arabs of the Rasjayeed tribe.
It is reported,but not conf sthat two German uf*iaura and small escort visied Katib el
Galis on 19th inst. to inspect water supply therse.

Front reported clear,

# SEE yesterday's report,

An agent who travelled to HASSANA via RODH SALEM reports that he saw 50 to 80 tents at RODH
SALEM, but thinks that there were not more than 50 soldiers there, the rest belonging to
workmen. At RODH SALEM there were 10 wells, at HASSANA there wers many workmen, and hamlas

(loaded camels) constantly arriving with provisions and stores, also motor lorries arriving from

AUJA.

A post of & oup 100 men is reported as establisched at WADI EL FAT'H (abdbout 10 miles S.V. of

EL SIRR) = the reports speak of EL SIRR cemp as though it were occupisd - ( The agents
apparently speak indifferently of the camp at EL SIRR or GEBEL LIBRI, when referring to the
same spot) it is conmnected by a camel road with ABU AWEIGLA. The post at MAGDABA conailstsg

of about 200 soldiers. The preparation to bridge the WADI EL ARISH have besn abondoned.

The road northwards from MAGDABA has only been carried one kilometsre. Another agent(not very
roliable) reports that 15 new wells are being dug at HOD EL BAYUD. The same agent was told that
a Turkish aeroplane was expected there in about 10 days time and that a landing place was
being prepared for it.

Front reported all clear.

1577 Wt.Wrog91/1773 500,000 115 D. D, & L. A.D.SS.[Forms/C. 2118.
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Ismailia. 28/2/16.+ Front reported all clear.

" 20/2/16 + Front reported all clear.

Tracks of 20 transport camels ami ten drivers going from EL SIRR to MAGHARA were observed
also the tracks of many carts camels and horses along motor road between ABOU AWEIGILA
and MAGDABA, He saw 800 tents at EL AUJA, estimates number of troops at 8000 of whom
2000 had arrived recently from BIR SABA, He saw 5 battalions each about 1000 str

being drilled, 400 transport camels, 150 horses and 50 mules. Boetween AUJA and railhead
embankment had been washed away in many places and over 2000 workmen were employed repairing (it.

| R }’»’;.?u;!g%/

1577 Wt. Wrozg91/1773 500000 1/15 D.D. & L. A.D.SS./Forms/C. 2118,
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FROM N &TIME PURPORT . T0. NO & TIME, PURPORT .
3/Corps. Ge148 Right Dive. report heavy shelling during night. o
: 6e45. aeme ILeft Div. petrols reached X.5.be4.ls & junction
wWith communication trenches immediately N.W. of
it where they got touch with Austs.MUNSTER ALLEY
obliterated thereabouts & could not be found.
2/Corps. 7 e8 oMo 48/Div. reports point X.3.b.8.9. has been reached-
& are in touch with Aust.Div. near R.34.c.3.1. Points
being consolidated. 3
1/A.Div. G.403. Res. G.683. G.403. repeated.
7«25 ame do Army.
s S.G.R.122. In G.403 instead of Xe34.C«3.1le read Re34.C.3.1, P G.686
| 8«50 2.m. SeGeR.122 I‘apea‘bed
" Ge404. Right flank raiding parties reached enemy's front e
8.80 am. line trench 0.G.l. at 2 points but forced to retire
owing to heavy artillery & M.G.fire & having run out 2&3 G.6920 ' %;‘
of bombs. C-‘Dl“ps- 10440 aeme G.404, I‘Epeﬂtﬁd R
| D
x GeB.408 Addsd Anzac.H.A. =
| 10,40 a.me. Ref.telephone message saying you do not wish to =
1 teke on counter battery work on account of ammunition. ™
G.0.C. considers it essential troops in POZIERES =
should be protected by constant counter battery work =
& unless undertaken by our own H.A. no ecertainty work
being done. Please devobe selected battery to counter (TH\
battery work today.
Res+sArmy. G.774. E/Gnrpa G«547. repeated. 1/Div. Gb le2x Beg.Army states = Ref this
0.30 a.m. B.G«ReAs 12,55. pems office T.D.42. 25/7/16
3/Corps. %ElES. <3rd Div. relieved lst.Div. 12 noon. speclal expenditure 3000 A
12655

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

sanctioned for task referrred
to ends lessage repeated you
under this office G.648.
2oth July 1916

&
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FROM No &TINE PURPORT TO No "TIME PURPORT. A
3/Corpse GelB57. Following is situation MUNSTER ALLEY Post 1/A.Div. G.706
12.45.p.me composed lst Div & l.A.Div are both estabd. 2eDeole Ge 157 repeated.
et X.H5.be4.1. kst Div have algso occupied i
MUNSTER ALLEY for a distance of 100 yards
up to approx X.H.b.7.3. Communication to point
41 is via 0.G.l. Communication from Xe5.d.7.8e
to point is not yet opened by is hbeing sapped across.
Res. Ge7835 3/Corps reports 23/Div. relieve 3/Div at 12 noon. 1/A.Div.
.&m}f le20Q Pellle G‘-'?lgt
5:.30 p.ms G.785. repeated.

2/Borps. G.563.
2450 Pellle

Ged27
5#45!13#111

1/A.Dive

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

48/Div. reports 1l2.45 peme. trench X.B.b.6.5. to
Xe3eDe8BeOe t0 Red4.ce2.2., mede good. Patrol
from X.3.b.8.9 along trench towards X.3.8.9.5.
held up about point X.3.b.2.8. by M.Gfire &
bombs.

ohelling on POZIERES fairly heavy since 10 a.p.
this morning, Raid by &5th Bde last night failed
owing to the raiding parties being held up in
Enemy's wire. 3rd party entébred trench &
remained till supply ol bombs exhausted & then
retiared. Enemy put down heavy barrage which
interiered wilh supply of bombs being brought up.

1/A.Div. G.718
4,10. DPelle

G.563. repeated.

Adv e GtH-Q- G.720.
530 pme Acknowledge receipt 0.A.D.8l.
It is d sired to thank C.in.C for

his kindness in sending message .%?
to Aust.Govt. =
D
1&2/A.Divs. G.721. In arranging bivouacs near =
Brickfield precauticns will -
be taken against exposing troops
on sky line. .
Res .Army. k%
2&/5/Cnrpa.
4th Sgn. Gb.728. Evening report Gb427 reptd.
L
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Wa.. AR co. 4 period 22nd to 2°th Faﬁy.‘lﬂ.grﬁy Form C. 2118.

JInstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 4 2 D)
Summaries are contained in F, 8. Regs., Part IL - INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY -
and the Staf Manual respectively. Title pages : o
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading nol required.)
il R 71 , a
Place Date Hour sSummary of Events and Information ﬁtﬂ::?mﬂmm
; .S . B T 8 Appendices
ITh 22nd The chief feature of the intelligence reports of the past week 1s the improvement being
!QE iﬂ carried out in the water supply along or in the neighbourhocod of the north road.
- Road. to New wells have been reported at the following places:=
- BIR EI.I H.‘RGEIM oo w . s ou fﬂﬂl"
3 29th EIR EL GANADIL eee  +ss three) These two are on the barren stroteh between
i) CIR EL GERARAT see «ee three) BIR EL ABD and EL ARISH, N
s Feby. At HOD #I, BAYUD (seven miles south cf BIR EL ABD) five newwlls were repcrted some time apgo, N
and an agent who was there on the 20th Feby. reports that fifteen new wells are to bhe dug there \
after the completion of which tlamee more wells will he dug at MAGEIEBRA about 8 miles to the |

south-west. Gorman officera are reported to have examined the water supply at KATIE EL GALSS :
on the BARDAWIL Peninsulsz. | ‘ '
On Monday X 21st 2 patrol of ten Germun officers, 40 Camel Corps (Turkish) and &0 infantry |
arrived at HOD EL ZAIDIA about 5 miles S.W. of BIR EL ABD,. |

Deesnes Wef Qhbu Guram i [ i ’*‘j*."};”'i-f o ahinm - \
The The metalled road would appear to have been carried from HASSANA as far as RODH SALEM. An \
Centre erbanked wetal road runs from HASSANA to EL SIRR but the road from ABOU AWEIGILA towards | N
Rgﬁ. GEBEL LIENI his not been carriesd Further and the preparations to bfidge the WADI EL ARISH

at KAGUABA have bsen abondoned.

The road from KOSUAINA to HMAGDABA has been carriod northward one kilometw from MAGDABA.
Considsrabls activity is reported an the AUJA - HASSANA road, s camp 1s established at
RODH SALEM where there are 50 or 80 tents chiefly occupied by workmen. The garrison at
HASSANA has bheen slightly increased. The garrison at EL AUJA has varied between 5000 on
February 10th, 1000 on the 14th, and is reported as amounting to 8000 on the 23rd, 2000 of
whom are suppaed to have arrived lately from EEIRSHEEBA, ' |

Railhead has reached about £ kilos south of ASLUJ on February 23rd. Between AUJA and ASLUJ ‘&l
the embankment has been washed away in plages and about 2000 workmen wers repairing it, R3S
The reported concentration of enemy cavalry at GEBEL LIBNI has not been corroborated. There N
is a post (of 100 men) at EL SIRR which is sometimes confused with ity (GEBEL LIBNI). ﬁﬁ
"~
Southern| There is no news of impertance reported from this aquarter. |
Road. HASSANA and NEKHL are connected by telephone, also GEBEL RABBA and NERHL, %
| g™
1577 Wt.Wiozg1/1773 500,000 1/15 D.D. & L. A.D.5.S./Forms/C. 2118. -—
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ismailia 22nd GARRISONS REPORTED DURING THE WEEK, |
to NEKHL. 2000 by agent 1200 by aeroplane. "
EL ARISH.1200 by agent One man was seen wearing the figufes 321 on his right collar,
* 29th This may indicate the presence cf the Tirst battalion of 32nd Regiment 3rd Division
EL AUJA. 8000 by agent on 23rd February, 2000 of whom arrived from SABA recently. On 15th
Heby. February only 1000 were re Vide also report of 10th,
HASSANA. Aeroplane reports an increoase of 40 tents,
3
| N
R *
™
.aH .‘
1577 Wt.Wiogg1/1773 500000 1f15 D.D.&L.  AD.SS/Forms/C. 2118, o
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v ’ General Staff, lst ANZAC, Feb-
ruary, 1916.
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TRAIDNIN G,
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Notes by Major K. B. Smythe, General Staff, lst ANZAC.

i 1S General Remarks.

a. These notes cover the periocd, Janusry - February, 19186.

During this period there were two main principles governing
the poliey to be pursued. These were =

1. The possibility of an enemy attack on the Canal.
ii. The probability that the Corps would be required for
operations in some other theatre in the spring.

| Both were kept in sight, - defensive preparations, reor-
: ganisation, and training proceeding simultaneously.

The New Zealand and Australian Division was throughout
this period in reserve at MOASCAR, with no duties in connection
with defence and was therefore able to devote all its time to
reorganisation and training.

The lst and 2nd Australian Divisions on their arrivsl from
GALLIFOLI went into camp at TEL-EL-KEBIR where they were
assembled by 7th January. From 7th to 25th the time was
entirely devoted to training. On 25th January, the 1lst and
end Divisions begen to move into position east of SUEZ CANAL
and from then onwards, approximately half time was spent on
training, half on other work.

b. On 7.,1.1916 a special Army Corps Routine Order was

issued on the subject of training, instructing Divisional

Commenders to draw up and proceed vigorously with a 21 days
- programme of training.

c. On 18.1.1916 a memorandum wes issued to divisions of
which the following is an extract -

"There is little enough time in which to fit ourselves
to take the field against the Germans, which may be our
next move and every moment is precious. Each officer and
man must make the fullest use of his opportunity for
training.

Except on one or possibly two days in the week (at
the discretion of Divisional Commanders) lunch should now
be taken in tre field and troops should be clear of camp
by 7.30 a.m. and should not return before 4 p.m. at
earliest.” (Copy attached marked "A")

d. On 18th Jaruary also, a General Staff Circular was 1lssued
directing night operations tc be practised at least twice a
week. Copy attached marked "B")

e. On 20th January, G.H.Q., M,E.F. issued a secret memo.
urging the necessity of taking all steps to fit the Corps for
the field. This was circulated to Divisions. (Copy attached
marked "C". File 7/7/4 Gb) |

X The orders of l1lst and 2nd Australian Divisions based on

the foregoing instructions are attached. (Files 7/7/2 and
WSS Gb%

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO10/756



"'""\.r t
A - 2 - Pt 2. 93

o
(FLY

20 Era@ping_ﬂreas.

The srea available for tralning purposes was almost unlimited
and afforded ample facilitles for all natures of training, includ-
ing musketry. Divisional areas were allotted on 1llth January in
General Staff Circular No. B8, and these were in turn subdivided
intc Brigsde areas. |

O'a Izraining units.

During the period under review there were large numbers of
reinforcements, approxlmately 35,000, in Cairc District, under
command of G.0.C., Cairo District. These were organised in
training units as follows =

One training battalion for every Infantry Bde in the Corvs
One do squadron fo L.H. or M.R.Rgt do.

Artillery detalls were trained in the Divisional Ammunition
Columns of the Corps which remasined in Cairo District.

4, School of Instruction, Zeitoun.

This school is under the administration of Cairo District
and holds classes as follows each month, the duration of the
course being about three weeks -

1. Officers Class.
ii. N.C.O0's Class.
iii. Machine gun class
iv. ©Signalling class.
v. Telephone Class
vi. Class for candidates for commissions, Infantry
vii. Class for candidates for commlssions, Artillery

An allotment of places &b the school was made to the Corps
and these were re-allotted evenly to divisions.

The numbers allotted to the Corps were as follows =

January 2 February © March @

Officers class 24 40 30
N.C.0"'s class 75 150 40
Candidates for com-

missions, Infantry - - 10
Candidates for com-

missions, Artillery - - i
Silgnalling Class 90 350 65
Machine gun class 144 200 145
Telephone class 10

- 50

(Files X 7/1/2, © =z 7/1/5, # 7/1/9 Gb)
A point in comnection with staff work may here be mentioned.

For the January class the allotment of places and other instruc-

tlions were given by telegraphic messages and divisions arranged

details direct with the Commsndant of the School. This worked
. satisfactorily. For the February classes more detailed instruec-

tions were given by the Corps in a memorandum 7/1/8 Gb dated

, 209,1.1916, but divisions were told to submit direct to Commandant
the nominal rolls and nothing was said about railway arrangements.

It was not realised until the day before the assembly of
the classes that owing to the large numbers special train arrange-
ments would have to be made.

Necessary train arrangements were rade by Army Corps but
inconvenience was caused both to the railway authorites and to

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO10/756



VS

SN

':‘ "".;I

the school by leaving it so late.

In the light of this experlence all arrangements for
other classes both at Zeltoun and elsewhere was undertaken and
controlled by Army Corps with good resultis.

D Class on lLewis idachine Gun.

On 1llth February the subject of the formation of machine
gun companies and the replacement of Vickers and Vickers maxim
cuns in battalions by Lewls guns was first mooted. (File

L

7/12/1 Gb)

On 13th February instructions were issued for the assembly
of a class at the llachine Gun School, Ismailia on 20.2.1916 of
one officer and one N.C.0Q0. per battalion.

This class finlshed 3rd March and officers returned to
their units to train their Lewis gun detachnents.

6. Co-operation of Aircraft with other Arms.

On 28th January application was made to B.H.Q. for per-
mission to attach one artillery officer per division to the
Royal Flying Corps for training as observers. G.H.Q. replied
that this was impracticable but that short courses would be
held weekly for senior officers dealing with the co-operation
of sirecraft with other arms. The places allotted to the
Corps were for three artillery officers and one infantry officer.

2 classes were held beginning 22nd February and lst liarch.
(File '7/9/1 Gb.)

7 Musketrg.

Both at TEL-EL-KEBIR and at MOASCAR musketry practice was
carried out on the desert without bullding regular rifle ranges.

There was some delay in starting prsctice due to walting
for sanction to expend ammunition. On 16.1.16 authority was
given by Army Corps pending G.H.Q. decision, for the expendi-
ture of 50 rounds S.A.A. per maen. (File 7/4/2 Gb) On 23.1.16
a scale of ammunition of all natures for practice was sub-
mitted to G.H.Q. and on 7.2.16 an answer was received agreeing
in the main to our propossals,

For musketry the following allowance was made -

o0 rounds per recruit.

40 do trained soldier.

o do mer for fleld practices.
Targets = 5 per 100 men.

The courses to be fired were prescribed by G.H.Q.

The provision of targets and the order by G.H.Q. that
regular ranges be bullt caused more delay in firing the
courses prescribed (File 7/4/3 Gb.)

On 1st March it was represented to G.H.Q. that it had
been found impossible up to date to provide targets and ranges
as ordered (File 7/4/3 Gb) and that in view of early move of
divisions authority had been given to divisions to expend 40
rounds per man on improvised targets, firing to the front
from the defensive line.

Throughout the period practice was continued on 30 yard
ranges.
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i 8. Artillery

| Artillerytraining in all phases except actual shooting
| was continued vigorously under divisional arrangements and
under favorable clircumstances. Shooting was delayed for
mich the same reasons as was musketry practice.

Early in Janmary the matter was represented verbally
to G.H.Q. and on 23rd January, definite suggestions were
put forward (File 7/4/2 Gb). After a fortnight's delay
an answer was received saying no ammunition was avallable
for artillery practice.

On 27th February authority was received for the expend-
iture of 50 rounds per battery in 1lst Division, 100 rounds
per battery in 2nd Division and on 28th February, 80 rounds
per battery for 4.5" howitzer batteries of New Zealand and
Australian Division. :

Thus up to end of February the artillery of 2nd Division
5 had not fired a shot, for this artillery was not at Gallipolil

9 Grenadiers.

Divisional and brigade grenadier schools were established
and systematic tralning carried out.

On 23rd January proposals were submitted to G.H.Q. for
ammunition and other practice stores and there were in the
main approved of, on 7th February. (File 7/4/2 Gb)

Stores were issued teo divisions on the following dates =

10. Staff Officers.

On 7th February, G.H.Q. ordered that officers be
attached to Corps and Divisional Headquarters for training
with a view to maintaining the supply.

Orders were therefore 1ssued to Divisions to select
for attachment to their own staffs one officer to General
Staff side, and one to Administrative Staff side for a period
of 1 month and to submit names of officers for attachment
to Corps staff.

The officers attached to Corps Staff were MaPjor R.St.d.
BEERE, New Zealand Rifle Bde (General Staff 8ide) and Captain
F. COEN, 2nd Australian Division (Administrative Staff side)
These officers reported on 28th February.
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¢ _ , 84 Headquarters,
P Y 4 AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND ARMY CORPS,
/Y..S &5 ’/f/, ) e - Ismailia, Egypte
LS 7 .

18th January, 1916,

MEMORATDUM to DIVISIONS.

Headquarters,
1st Australian Division

2nd Aws trd ian Division
Hew Zealand & Australian Division,

1, It was noticed at the recent ine sctlons of the Army
Commander that officers we e not dressed similarly to the men,
and, that officers who should do so, were not wearing Web or
Bandolier equipment,
The Army Corps Commander directs that all officers be
at once provided with hats, similar to those worn by the men,
and that they be at once issued with web and bandolier equipment ;
these being, if necessary, withdrawn from men for the purpose.
It is most necessary that officers should be the first to be
properly dressed, and set anexample in this respect to their men,
The carrylag of sticks, whips anl other unauthorised
articles on parade must be discontinued, and particular attention
is drawn to the wishes of the Armv Corps Commander issued in
Srecial Corps Routine Orders dated 7th Januvary 1918,

, 2 The Army Corps Commander further directs that Divisional
Commanderse take steps to minimlise the number of men absent from
parade. When visiting the camp of one infantry brigade yesterda)

h he found large numbers of men in camp,‘ including large guards and
orderly H.CeO0's and men. Guards can to a great extent be
replaced by regimental pollce, and during parade hours they must
be so replaced. Orderly Officars and NeC.0's should be the '
Tirst to attend parade and it is cuite possible to make arrangew
menta whereby very few orderly men afe left in camp,

Duties such as Courts Martial Boards etc. will
invariably be performed outside parade hours. In the two

battalions visited in the field by the Army Com s Comrander

yesterday
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There 18 1ittle encugh time in which to fit oursives
to take the fleld againmst the Germans, which may be our noxt move,
anl overy noment is proecious. Bach officer anl man munt mie
the fullest use of his opportunity for tralning.
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taken in the field, and troope should be clear of cump by B30
Belle and chould not return before ¢ pe.ns ot oarliost.
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AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND ARMY CORPS.

Ismaililsa,
18/1/18.

General Staff Circular No. 9.

In continuation of Special Army Corps Routine Order

: dated 7th January 19168, the Army Corps Commander desires
. that night operaflons should he practiced at least twice in
every week and that the men be trained to move and work at

night with confidence and facility.

Brig. General, General Staff,
A, & N, Z. Army Corps,

gopy to ¢~

18t,s Mustyr.lian Divislion.
nd, etralian Livielom.
Noele & As Sdvision,
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GENERAL HE/DQUARTERS]
MEDITERRANEAN BXPEDITIONARY FORCE,
20th, January, 1916,

—

General VYificer Conmunding
Australion & New Zealand Army Corps,

1. The “cumender in Chief wishes to teke an esrly
opportunity of ilupressing on CoXxps Commanders the urgent
nesessity of teking immediate steps Lo make theiy “erps in
every way Tit 19 teke the Tield,

. 2. Ihe Crief of tne Imparial Genersl Staflf hus
desoribed the roie of the Meditervanean Expeditionary rorce
as being thet of ibe "stretegiosl reserve of the Manire®,
and as such it must ae soon ss possible be made fit 1o =0l
of fensively elsewhere,

Se Tne eperetions on the Gallipoli Pgninsule noturally
led to sduixture of units and an obnormal state of atfairs in
which wunite becsme immovile and eould act Le trained in the
many r-aantinlt requigite for offenslive operationsg,

4, The Commsnderein-Chnief is mosl snxious thet at the
surliest moment poszsible, units ghould be sorted out end
courses of training couuenced, 4a regards the lsiler, he
leaves nil deteils te “orps “oumaaders, but he dosires that
specinl attention should be paid to the training of compuny,
platoon end seetion eomwnmnders, to marching, shootiag, boube.
throwing and macghine-gun work,

| 5, The time available for training is obviously very
short, end Lir Arehibela Murray consliders that every available
moment should ke devoted to it. He hopes that “orps Commanders
will sonseguently zrant lesve zparingly ead only im special
casesn, ~innlly, Lo truste ihat everyons will now be so fully
puployed in troimiag himgelf for war that the sight of large
awavers of officers and d@en wuelking avout the streets eand
sitting about in hotels end cafes a% all hours of the day
with apparently noining %o 4o wiil ve & tuing of the past,

{sgd,) A, Lynden Iell,
dpjore-d@neral,
| Chief of the Ceneral Htaff,
dediterrenern Expeditionary loree,

T e
i i L]
|
4 . i
]
i EI. - .. L. = T = 3
-
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N SECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.
_CIRCULAR MFMORANDUM Divisienal Headquarters.
1.  13th LIGHT HORSE. Telwel®Kebir, 9th Janry, 1916.

2. DIV,. ENGINEERS.
'51 hIY, ° MTm .
4. 5th BRIGADE.
gn 6th do.

B 7th do.
gi nﬂ. * MIH-

L] ‘m D- HI B-

o ——— i

The ground alletted for cleose order drill and
manceuvre is thwn on ene copy of the 1/100000 Map, Sheet, C.16, forwarded
herewith.

Each Infantry Brigade will have its own drill greund running
1000 yardd inte the desert oem a true bearing of 15 degrees, The Artillery
drill ground ie en the East of the camp as showne HﬂEuuTre areas for the
Infantry Brigades are those marked, A' B and C, which are interchangeable
and will be alletted by Divisienal Headquarters te Brigades for a week at
a time, The alletment will appear in Divisional Orders each Thursday fer
the week commencing en the fellewing Sunday, so that Brigades may have
ample time to arrange their training programmes. The Artillery training
area as shewn on the map will remain constant and a route te it through
training area,A, must be arranged, VWhen Brigades are working with
Artillery, the 0. C, Pivisienal Artillery will allet such portien eof hil
training area as may be found necessary to increase the Infantry Brigade
areau.; Thie will be done after consultation with the Infantry Erigade
Commander.

The old trenches are net te be damaged in any way. Any new
tranches dug within one thousand yards of the above must be filled in.
The Divisional Commander wishes strict orders issued on this subject in
order that the histerical interest of the battlefield may not be impaired.

Field Companies, Field Ambulances and portiens of the Divisienal
Train will earry out their training in the areas allotted te their
affiliated Infantry Brigades. The 13th Light Horse will train in the

Artillery area.
Firing will be carried out on the Southern side of the El-Wadi

drain. The ist Division have the ground West of the(ramline, the 2nd
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Division using that en the East. A read to the ranges is also showmn on the
map enclosed herewith. It is hoped that falling plates will ﬁe available
in erder te carry out individual and cnlleutiiiiginctiuua for trained men.
It is alse hoped that it may Dbe peesible te cobstruct a small classification
range fer grouping practices about 1000 yards South of the "R " in El-
<Wadi drain.
As regards the training itself, it is not considered desirable
to lay down any course O syllabus, as 1t ig not known hew long units may
remain here and they contain officers and men who have reached various
stages of efficiency. Brigade Commanders are the best judges of their
training requirementse The result to be aimee at is that Battalioens and
Brigades may Dbe capable of manoeuvring as such, witheut delkay or confusion
In order to attain this object, it will Dbe well that Company Commanders
handle their companies for a short while %Bliﬁk each day during the plateen
and earlier training. After the first week it will Dbe well if Battalion
Commanders follew thé same course in erder to render their battalions
handy and supple. The efficiency of a unit should be judged when it 18
forming part of a larger formation rather than when it is acting =EXX on
its owne
As regards Field work, as opposed te close order drill, it is
suggested that particular care be devoted to night work and moving
battalions into pesitien from which te attack by day or night. It is
anticipated that most of the reconaissance Wwork will be done by mounted
treops, but the duties of ground scouts, and reconncitring patrelw,
especially at night, must not be overleoked. Brigades sheuld arranger
for the necessary esacks 10 practice bayonet work. Digging might Dbe limite
te what is necessary fer practising the attack from one line eof trenches
to another and for trench work at night. It is essential that
Battalions shall be capable of advancing to a definite line and digging
themselves in during the night in order that there may be a strong line
of trenches constructed by dawn.
Instructiens as regards mugketry will be jssued when it is

known what ammunitien 18 available for practice. As regards Trench

Mortars and Grehadiers, each Brigade will start a Schoel of Instruction

= sl ame. el
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for Mortar batteries and grenade throwers. The instructors for these
/' scheels will go through a short course under Divisienal supervision befer

commencing the Brigade courses. Machine gunners will be trained under
Brigade arrangements. It is suggested that specialists De excused all
forms of Gunrdn\Nnd Fatigues, and that as far as possible, they attend
part ef thf}lnrning work with their Companies and carry out their
specialist training in the z2fternoon.
| There will be a2 half-hcliday on Wednesdays and a whele heliday
on Sunday, except for Church parade.

As the time at our dispesal may be short it will be necessary
te curtail some of the elementary work and to make the smaller units
learn a pertion of their duties while forming part ef a larger unit.

It is anticipated that we can ceunt oD being here at least eone mongh.

{1 \ -1\ -l }/fﬂ
\

- Major.
“t /“1 General Staff.
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. o SECOND AUSTTALIAN DIVISION
¢ B ST I R R L

Divisional Headquarters.
l1l1th January 1316.

CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM
Training (Amplification of Circular Memo. of 9/1/1916.)

lst Week, ia{ Company and Platoon training.
) Musketry (i) Individusl and collective practices
for trained men,
(11) Grouping practices for backward men
and reinforcements who have not fired.
{c} Bayonet fighting. Stebbing sacks.
d} Physical Drill %fnr short periods if G.O.C.
Brigades think neces~ary.)
ie] Lecture on Trench Discipline (for reinforcements)
f) Cere of arms on active service,

ond Veek, (a) March Discipline. Instruction by means of route
marches. Units carrying out these route marches should not be
smeller than Battalions. These should be combined with tactical
exercises in flank euerds rear guards and opening out into
artillery formations etc.
b} Battalion training, including night oOperations.
¢) Musketry continued.

3rd Week a) Brigade training with artillery and engineers.
b) Route marches (as above).
¢) Night operations., Especially advancing to, and

taking up & line by night.

Notes
1. The training will be carried out on the linees indicated in
Circular published 9th January 1915,
2. Training programmes will be drawn up s0 that work may be
prepared beforehand.

*" 3. 1In forecasting work the object and the lesson to be learnt
should be considered, end, subordinate commanders should %e advised
what paragraphs of the official manuals 10 look up before going out.

ArrangaTanta for exercise should be drawn up as follows ;e
. - e
Exercise Special ?ninta brought Special para. to resad
out and looked to dur- up before going out.
ing the exercise.

4. Artillery. Engineers. Train. Field Amdbulances. Light Horse.

The above will train under the direction of their respective
commanders up to the end of the 2nd week, when, they will combine
with Infantry Brigades; the necescsary achemes being made out by
the Infiantry Brigadiers concerned, or the Divieional Staff.

Divisional Headquarters will allot squadrons of Light Horse
to work with Battalions etc. during Battalion training. Similarly
G.0.C. Field Artillery will detail Batteries,

5. Men who have been on the Peninsula may be excused digging as
far as poscibvle.

6. TFurther training for reinforcements should be carried out
during the afternoon. Troops from the Peninsula may be excused .
These may include - -

i Lectures on trench discipline.

ii) Digging trenches and making bombproofe.
iii) Headcover.

iv} Obstacles.

vQ) Siting of loopholes,

vi) Use of periscopes.
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MEORANDULY on the AUG.IE! TATIOI and REORCANISATION |
of the
AUSTRALIAN and NEW ZEALAND FORCES.

LR X N B R N N N B R % 1L _J

| During the occupation of the Gallipoll ‘eninsula, the

r organisation of the Forces had perforce undergone conslderable
medification,s [Light Horse and llounted Rifles had been sent up |
a8 infantry, the artillery of the 2nd Australian Civision was
left in Lgypt, and only such details of A.5.C. and Trains as vere
recuired in the peculfar circumstances were sent forvard. . Fur-
ther, officers and men evacuated were scattered about in various
places, in England, [Mudros, lialta and Egypt.

i After the evacuation, the troops were firstly sent
to ludros and shortly afterwards concentrated in _pgypt.

2e REASONS FOR AUG!LNTATION AND REORGANISATION.

\ The reacons for reorganication are indicated above, and

: gstens vere at once taken to revlace troops in the original for-
mations and to bring them up to strength from reinforcements,
details, and returned sick and wounded avallable in Egypt. As
recerds sugmentation, 1t was apparent that the numbers actually

- avallable on the spot would suffice for the crection of addltlional
formations, and that the reinforcerents coming foruvard would
replace wastage both in the o0ld and new formations, especially as
it was anticipated that such wastage would be small during the

i ensuing three or four months,

e DECICION,

= After references to the tome and vominicn fGovernments,
1t was filnally declded to raise two additlonal Australian Infantry
Divisions complete in Egypt, to ralse a third division In Australla
and to organise the existing llew Zealand and sustralian _ivision

as a Gﬁmplate l'ew Jealand Livisilon. It was also dcuided to follow
Part VII Var Latabliahmenta, 1915, New Armies generally, except
b as regarﬂﬂ Light liorse and llounted Rifles, It was further decided
o _ to number the new Divisions to be raised in Egyont Nos, 4 and 5, and
e that being railsed in Australia No. 5.

4. RESPUNSIBILITY.

Lieut ,=CGeneral &ir . Pirdwood vas authorised to oroceed
2 with the augmentation and rcorganisation of the Forces generally,
4 Lieut.=General Sir A. J. Godley being responsible for that of the
" liew Zealand Livision in particular.

& 5. FORCES TO Ei RAISED.

Leaving out of conslderation tke Srd lLivision which was
| being railsed 1n Australis, the scheme involved the ralsing of the
j following new units ifrrespective of certain minor organisations,

| viz. |

i

[ EVEa— v :
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AUSTRALIAN FORCLS.

is Artillery.

18t Division 3 betteries 1l8e-pdr (.F. 3 batterlies 4.5" liowltzer
2nd do o do do S do do
4th do 12 do do S do do
5th do 12 do do 5} do do
Total o0 do do 12 do do
,__—- ——mpel
11 Engineers
4th Dlvieion 2 Fleld Uompanies 4th Livl. Sipnal Uo,
Sth do o do 5th do
Total 4 do 2 do
111, Infantry
1st Division 1 Battalion %
end do 1 do )
) inecluding 1 Piloneer lattalion
4th do 9 ao ? in each Divieion
|
bth do e ao )
Total 20 ao
———ra
iv. llagchine Cun Companies

lst Divieion 35 Companies.

end do 5) do
4th do 5 do
5th ao 3 do
Total 12 do
——
‘rt r'l-l E-'l Gl
4th Divl. Train 1 Hdgrs. Conyany and & Companles.
5th do 1 do do ) do
Total 2 do do 6 do
—tETTPES —r——

and in addition certailn csmaller units.

vi, .edlcal
4th Division 2 Field Ambulances 1 Sanitary ‘ection
oth do __2 do - | do
Total __4 do 4A==§ do
vii. 4iriry Ordnance sorps

The personnel nececsscry for 4th and 5th Livislons.
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NEVW ZEALAID PORC..S.

1. Artillery
8 batteries 1l8=-pdr. .. 1L battery 4.5" Howitzer

h % S Englneers
1 Fileld Com: @any.

1ii. Infantry
‘5 DCattalions (including 1 Pioneer)

iv. llachine Cun Companies.
o Companies,

Ve As Ss O,
Certain smaller unitis.

— vi. iledical

2 Field Ambulances.

Ge METHODS ADOP TED.

There vere certain existing formations in Zgypt surplus
to the establishment necestary for the lst arnd 2nd Australlon
Divisiocns, and in addition there were avellable for the new just-
ralisn Divisions the Australian troops hitherto in the llew Zealand
and Australian Pivision.

The general scheme adopted was to use these formatlons
as a nucleus, and to expand and bulld up on them the new units
vequired, drawing on the lst and 2nd Divisions as requlred,
vacanciecs In the latter beins fililled up from reinforcerents and

bther details available.
The methods adopted were as follows In detell (-

The 1ot and 2nd Austrelian Livisions each detached
one bripade of 18-pdrs to tho new 4th and OLE vivisions, both
these bricades being earmarked for return to the Livisions
when the organisation of the new artillery units vas fairly
started, The 1lst and 2nd Divisions were instructed them=-
selves to form a new Fripade which would when or;anised be
passed to tre new Divisions in exchange for the brigade lent.
(See llote attached). In the llew Zealand Division, the
existing batteries were to be expanded.

, The necessary additlonal personnel required, was in
ench case obtained from Urigade Ammunition Colwms, these 1n
turn beins filled from Divisional Ammunition Columns; from
reinforccments and other artillery details, and from cuitable
tpansfers from the other arms especlally Lipght orue and

Lounted l.1fles.

laterial was to be subnlied by tlhe Home Jovernpent.
The reorganisation ond sugmentation of the artliler

presented considerable difficulties ﬂwing mainly to the wvant
of trained persomnel, material, anc the doubt wiieh existecd
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for some time as tc vhat establishments were to be followed,

g & 3 Ingineers.,

There vwere in exictence the 4tl: and 8th (Australian)
Fleld Companies surplus and these formed the nucleus for expan=
gion in the 4th and Hth Divisions respectively. Additional
personrneél reaquired was obtained from reinforcements, detalils
and tranclfers.

Similarly the 4th and 5th Divisional Elgnal Companies
were formed with the 4th and 8th EBrigede Slgnal “ections as a
nucleus, and from the (duplicate) Headquarters and o, 1 Section
of lio, 2 Liviclonal Signal Co, In the llew Zealand Dilvision
- the new Fleld Uompany required was formed by withdrawing the
I'feld Troon from the liew Zealand llounted Kifle iUricade and
using it as a nucleus.

111, Infantry

In the case of the Australlan troops, the 16 new
battalions required (exclusive of Pioneer Dattalions) were
=) formed from the lst, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Drigades, each battalion,
lst to 1l6th, transferring the personnel of two companies to
the new battalions, which were numbered 45 to 60.

The balance of personnel required to complete exlsting
and new battalions was found from reinforcements and other
de tailﬂ [ :

As rerards the four Pioneer Battalions, tliese were
raised by transfers from existing units and by breaking up
the !ining Corps which had been fORMA in Australia and sent to

Egypt.

In the llew Zealand Division the four battallions
required for the new Infantry lUrigade were found from rein-
forcements and detalls avallable, the existing brigades belng
dratm on as requlred.,

The Pioneer irattalion wee raiced from the  aori
Contingent and by transfers from existing -organisations,
reinforcements and delLails,

iv. llachine Cun Companies.

ifhese vere raised in both: the Australlan and lev
Zealand Liviasions by transferrlng the exicting llach:dine gun
sectlions from battalions to the new Corpanies, and where
necessary aurrmenting the same by other transfers,
service Corps.

vl ﬁI Fin

The following Companics viere available as & nucleus
for the new Divisional Trains, and on tinem the organlsation
was bullt up by transfers and reinforceronte -

'?tuh Cﬂ. ﬂ-fi--ﬂ-c.
18th do
20th do

The 1ot sustralian Heserve Parls was broken un and
allotted to the nevwv. Livisions.

In sddition to the above, 13 Denot Units of tupnly,
2 Field Bakeries, and 2 Field Dutcherles vere ralsed as
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Lines of Cormunication Units.
Via liedical.,

For the new Australian Livisions thore were avall=-
able the 4th and 8th Fleld Ambulances and the 4th Light liorse
Flelda Ambulance.

From this mucleus the new Australian Ambulances
werc raised. te" Section was algso detached from each Field
Ambulance affiliated to the 1lst and 2nd Livicions, 25
Field Ambulances were thus formed each of two sectlons in
lieu of three, but with 18 privates added ac stretcher
bearcyrs. '

In the lNew Zealand Division the two new Ambulances
were raised by expansion of the exlstlng orpanisation.

vii, Army Ordnance Yorps.

A small macleus was available and this was exXpanded
to meet requirements.

T FULL, DETAILS, VIERE I'OULL.

The above is a general outline only, and not exhaustive..

Full details will be found in the variocus Circular
Lemoranda 1ssued under the authority of Lieut.=-Ceneral Jir .
Birdvood, end in lew Zealand Ixpedltionary rorce Orderc.

The reorganisation iz not yet completed and Iurther

slight modifications in the original plans may be found
necessary.

g‘“«( & (04 Posch
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NOTES ON DEFENSIVE WORKS.
b
Major R. St.J.Beere, %.Z.Rifle brigade, attached General Staff.

e

e S o S e e —

The lat ANZAC continueg to hold No. 2 Section of the_Canal
Defences, which was allotted to it on the 12th January, 1916.

1. BOUNDARIES.

The boundgries of Section 2 were amended and are now =
"Prom a line starting from 1 mile north of the Canal

Depot opposite KABRIT and running north-east touching

the southern edge of and inu%udin hill point 75 to
a line starting at a point 1j miles south of EL FERDAN

station, and running east immediately north of point
290."

The Corps Commander accordingly re-adjusted the
subdivisions of the Section, namely subsections A and B, the
boundaries of which were fixed as follows =

Subgectlion A.

South. The southern boundary of Section 2.

: Northe A line from Lake Timsah ons mile south of
BIR EL FOWAR running approximately east through
and including point 60.

Subsection B.

South., The northern boundary of subsection A.

North. The northern boundary of Section 2.

(Vide Force Order=x No. 11 and Army Corps Orders 3 and 4)
These boundariess are shown on the sketch plan annexed
and there marked by red lines.

2e ALLOTMENT OF TROOPS.

" The troops allotted to the Army Corps are set out in
Table B attached, and were allotted to the defence of the Secticn
a8 follows - (vide A.C.Orders Nos. 1 and 2.)

Subsection A.

1st Australian Division.

Subgection B.

2nd Australian Division.
Reserve.
(a) Moascar.
New Zealand Division.

(b) Serapeum.

New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade.
2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade.
3rd Australisan Light Horse Brigade.
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3. DEFENCE WORKS.

Steady progress has been made in the defence works
which are being made as shown In the plan attached marked C,
but the progress has been slow owing, firstly, to the bridges,
reilways and roads taking time to construct and since the 1l4th
Februery, more attention hag been given to the completion of
the roads and pipe lines than to the actual defensive works,
as it was found that it would be impossible to further man the
forward works until there were better facilities for transport.
csecendly, On the lst January, 1916, General Headguarters,
M.E.F., 1ssued Circular No. 2, Suez Canal Defences, regsrding
the system on which the G.0.C., Force in Egypt, wished the
defences organised, and therein stress wes laid that conceal-
ment from enemy artillery was of first importance, and the
defensive works were conmenced on those lines and positions
for fire trenches were selected on reverse slopes having a
field of fire of not more than 50 to 100 yards to their
immediate front. (Files 41/8/1, 41/8/2, Copy of memo. by Col.
Grant atteched, marked D)

Early in PFebruary the defensive works were inspected
by the Commander-in-Chief and he expressed the opinion that
owing to the difficulties of transport and the enemy therefore
being unlikely to bring up large quantities of heavy artillery
and ammunition, the concealment of works l1s of less importance
than the advanteges of a good field of fire. (vide G.S.
Circular No. 15, attached marked E) An alterstion was there-
fore made and new positions were sédected for the fire trenches
in positions having fields of fire of 400 yards or more.

4. ROADS, BRIDGES, etc.

() Bridges

One bridge has been erected at FERRY POST and one at
SERAPEUN, Instructions were issued for three bridges
to be built at FERRY POST and three at SERAPEUM.

Owing to difficulty of getting materisl, this has not
been done to date.

(b) Railways.

In Subsection A the 2'6" gauge railway has been con-
structed from SERAPEUM for a distance of 5% miles.

In Subsection B a 2'6" gauge railway has been con-
structed from FERRY POST for a distance of 10 miles.

(¢) Decauville Railways.

In Subsection A a Decauville railway has been con-
structed from SERAPEUM for a distance of 5% miles.

In Subsection B two Decauville railway roads have been
constructed from the 2'6" gauge railway head, one

running north for a distance of 5z miles and one running
east for a distance of about 42 miles.

(d) Water

: In Subsection A a 6" pipe line has been laid for 5% miles
and three branch pipes of 4" piping, each about 5 miles.

In Subsection B a 6" main has been laid to tre reilhead
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about 10 miles, and two 3" mains branch from the 6" main
and from these, smaller mains of 2" piping have been
laid to 5 of the 8 battalions in the first line.

On the sketch plan marked "C" the 2'6" railway is
shewn thug:i- T

Decauville is shewn thug¥e —
Piping " 2 "

The following Naval Sguadron under the command of
S.N.0., Captain A.P.Davidson, R.N., was allotted to Section 2 of
the Canal Defences.

"Cornwallig"

"Sir Thomas Picton"
"Monitor No. 15"
"Reauin"

An order was received on the 20th February, 1918,
ordering that the closest touch between military posts and

ships in their vicinity must be maintained and the Corps
Commander was ordered to ensure close co-operation with the
Senior Naval Officer.

The closest touch has been maintained and the Corps
Commander has worked in co-operation with the Senior Naval
RERxear Commander. -

A naval observation post is being erected at BENCH MARK,

7. COMMUNICATION,

(a) Telegraph.
Direct telegraphic communication has been established

 between
1. Corps Headdquarterg and Headquarters of Sections
1 and 3 through G.H.Q.

- %, 8 Headquarters, Subsection A (1lst Australian Diviesion)
and Headauarters Subsection B (Second Australian Division),
direct line.

: i &, 1 Head quarters, 2nd Australian Division (Sudsection B)
and Headauarters, 11th Division (15th Corps)

1Va Headquarters, lst Australian Division (Subsection A)
and Headouarters, 42nd Division (9th Corps), to be
completed by 4th March.

Ve Headquarters of flank brigade (5th A.I.Bde), Subsectior
B and headquarters of right flank brigade of 11th Div,
Vi A line connecting the right flank brigade of
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Subsection A and the left fzank brigade of the 9th
Corps 1s in course of erecticn.

vii. The flank battalion of Subsection B is connected
by telephone to flank battalion of 11lth Division,
No. 3 Section.

5 il With the Naval force, wireless telegraph, telephone
and visual signzl communication has been established.
It Is arranged that when active operations are expected,
a Naval Officer will be landed to work with the Artil-
lery Observation Officers and to assist in controlling
the fire of the ships' guns. Navel ratings will be
attached to the Pack Wireless Staticns.

8. ARRANGEMENTS WITH CANAI COMPANY.

A memorandum of the measures taken by the Suex Canal
Company in conjunction with the military authorites was recelved
and distributed and orders were lssued that they should be
communicated to all troops on the Canal.

9.  OPERATIONS.

On the 15th there were indications of some activity
on the part of enemy Arab patrols within 15 miles of our front
line.

Orders were issued that if enemy patrols were met they
should be attacked and prisoners captured if possible.

/QQ'} (Jeers.

magn
hL:LTQ{aaignsanlﬂ
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TABLE B
1, 1lst Australian Division
s 2nd Australian Division
S New Zealand Division
Corps Troops
4, 1 fiight of No. 14 Squadron, R.F.C.
O. 1l company, Bikanir Camel Corps.
6. 35th Brigade R.G.A.
256th EBattery
130th Battery
131st Battery.
7. 32nd Siege Brigeade.
37th Battery
38th Battery
8. Australian Siege DBrigade
o4th Battery
ooth Battery
9. 58th Siege Batlery
10. Royal Austrelian Naval Bridging Train.
11, 1l4th Fortress Co. R.E,
12, 134th Army Troops (late Fortress) Co., ER.E.
13. 8th Australian Infantry Brigade (moved to TEL-EL-
KEBIR, 24.2.1916.)
14, New Zealand lMounted Rifle Brigade.
16. 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade.
16. 3rd Australian Light Horse BErigade.
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SECRIET CLRCULAR NO. 2.

i i o i, il

SURZ  CANAL  DEPENCIS.

SITING AND ORGANISATION OF DOFENSIVE LINRES.

The problems in the defence of the Canal are not
identical with those that arise in France and the Dardanelles.
The difficulties the enemy megts in supplying water, &c., to his . .-
troons would compel him to win a victory in two or th?aa days, or
retire.

_ 2 There are to be three lines of Defence. The Tirst

line is sited at an average digstance of 11,000 yards from the water
way: It includes all important poeints from which observed fire

can be directed upon tne Canal, and will suffice to prevent inter-
fercnce by shell fire with traffic. The asccond line will bs about
. 4,700 yards in rear of the fiirst, and althdough it surrehdsrs many
points whénce an enemy can observe the Canal, it is sufficiently 5
advanced to prevent any serious shelling of ships. The third ling
consists of the original defences along the Canal.

: 5. The lines will not be continuous trench lines, but will
congist of a series of fortified localities the garrisons of which
will vary from a battalion, or less, up to a brigade, with a comple~
ment of guns and other ordnance with a good stock of machine guns.

Kach locallity is to be prepared to resist enveloping or all round

attack. Thoe primary role of these garrisons is passive dofence.
These localities may be compared to rocks round which s torrent may
surge without swee ping them away. The spaces between are fer
develupment of counter-mikkazkm strokes by other troops.

T in addition to being capable of all round defence,, the

. localities must be capable of a step by step defence against

e _ .., penetration of any portion, and all portions must be capable of
mutual gupport. HFacilities must Pe afforded for moving troons a
under cover within the localities te reinforce any portion. Great
dependence ig to pe placed upon obkligue fire of machine guns from
concealed positions: .

5., n general, it may be taken that the trenches occuplod by
a Lattalion phould be continuous to the extent that it should be
!_ poasible to move from end to end under mover, but it i1s not nece

that there ghould %e a continuous fire tronch, provided that fire

. can be broughf to cover the ground in front of all portions of the
entanglemericy whilch should be continuous exocept for such small gaps
as are referred 1o laters There may be intervals between Battalion
or even vompany Locallties, provided that fire can be brought te

; bear «ui the grouvnd bebtween.
: _
; G- in siting fire trenches, the followihg must always be
torns ‘a aind ¥-- ' |
(a) = n;;ry fie;aluf Tire to the immediate front, say SG te 100
vords teyong ths obstagle is sufficient to stop an assault,
i (b)

e e —— e
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(b) an entianglement enfiladed by fire of rifles, and aﬂpecially'
nachine guns, is a deadly otstacle to an assault.

(c) oconccolment from enemy's artillery is of first importance; a
trench which has not been shelled cannot be captured.

% A combination of (a), (b) and (¢) is the most satisfactory
location for our trenches.

8. The natur 1 tendency to loolz for long range "a good field
of fire" in front of our trenches, in gceneral overlooks the fact that
such a »nosition meana that our owvn Tire trenchesg must necesszarily be
much exposed to the enemy's observation, and if he hag good observ tio:
our trenchesg will te overwhelmed by accurate artillery fire.

Qe High groulhd falling towards the enemy is to be avoided
owipg to the danger of artillery fire. skv lines are equally
objectionable, but the existence of higher ground in roear of our
trenches will be most valuatle affording, as it does, good ohserva-
tion posts for our own aArtillery, and cover for the guns themselves.
Trenches sited on the forward slope cannot be reinforced as all
communication trenches are exposed.

10. The ideal terr.ain for the fortified localitics should
therelore possess as many as possible of the following ¢~

() difficulty of location of our fire positions by the enemy's
artiller observers,

(b) racilities for mutual suvport of fire trenches bv oblique fire,
(c) concealment of sites of support trenches and strong points,

(d) facilities for covered communicatiohs from rear to front and

laterally,
(e) opportunities far the establishment of our Artillery-Observation—
Posts,
for
() cover Trom view our artillery,

(g) facilities for artillery sunport, e.g. our advanced trenches must
be sulfficiently far in advance of the Artillery, and at a rela-
tively suitable level to admit of efTective bursting of shrapnel
fire upon an attack,

(h} cross fire on to any point which would assist enemy's observation.

11. It will freouently be fouhd that in the SUEZ CANAL Zono
the most suitable location for fire trenches is at the rear edge of a
plateau, the valley giving cover for sunports and reserves, whilst the
rising ground further west affords Artillery observation nosts and
cover for our guns. s

122 ?hﬂ attached diagram illustrates the general princivles
of the organisation of a defensive locality, i.e. one of the "Rocks” .
raieried to 1n para. 3, and the following are some notes as to
cevails - :

‘ — ERTANGLE! EI'TS. should be 30 yards from fire trench t0

be beyond bombing range- They should be composed of knees high

entanglement # yords deep in front of a double apron fence, a gap of
four
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Four #urds being lei't betweon tho two sntanglements. Oblique gaps
for Bhe issuc of natrols should be lef't .t about every 100 yardds

The entonglemonts should be invisible to the choemy ..nd thov must ¥o
fully ¢xoozol to our ovn Fire. High wire entonglement ig so
dir-icult to conceal that it movy often bo advisable to substitute
¥tos high wire for the double anron Tence, regerving the loatter for
Use only on ground which admitsof its concealment. Overv effort migt
be mrde by bushes, colouring posts, otc., to conceal entungliemento.

LISTHUING POSTS to hold three or Tour men should bo run outb
through ths wire .t about 100 vord intervals. Thev ghould be well
wircds They ~re not shown in the diagran.

DI TREVCIL to fTord 7 Tect of cover, traverses at 32 fect
central Intervals, 9 feot thick, G fest from front to6 reor, width
of trench 4 fest ot a hoight of 4 fect from Ffloor. PFire ptep 1 foot
wldo and 4 foot 68 ineches below top of naradet Tor level pground, but
thls height must bo increased for Tiring un» hill .nd decreased Tor
firing down hill. Yo elbow rest is t6 be given as this increases the
exbosure of ocscupants to shell fire (soce twne drawing ).

COLLAND OR TRAFFIC TRENCH to be 10 vards in rear of fire trenah
connactod 10 1t atb every alternate traverse By an approach trench. All
dugouts (soe tyne drawing) to be provided in the traffie trench, as
also latrinen and cooking pnlaces and ater tanks, bomb stores, and
anmunition and tool @enots.

_ TRaCGE OF FIRE TRENCH -~  long strasght lengths are to be
avoideds he trace must be broken to take advantage of all
opportunthtles which the ground may afford for obli-ue firs of machine
S LEWNS, and enfilade of dead ground and entanglements. Salienta of
roasonable proportions are of grext advontage owing to the opout'bnid+4 awu
they give for emplacing flanking i‘achine Cungs Artificial_opttes must be

mado where the ground does not provide themcnatimally.

MACHIHY GUN EiPLACE.ENTS. should never be sited with the objeoh
of fire te the sy DUL aEEhld.hﬁ“ﬁiﬂﬁﬂaﬂd 80 23 to enfilade lengths
of wire entanglement, or dead ground in front of an ad jacent portion
of the line such as referred to in paragraph 6(a). Bmplacement s
should usunlly be in pairs, one "covered" forugo by day if required,
the othor for fire "en barbette” for uase by night. The former will
usually have a small.arc of fire forming as it wore a "fixed jet",
whlle the latter may have a large arc, but "stops" must be arranged
to prevent fire coming on to our own line. The utmost care must be
taken to conceal Iachine Gun emplacements. Overhead oovor must be -
Invisible from the front. Dugout s gt bgq provided into which gun
and ¢rew oun retire under bombardmertt . ) =

LOOY OUT POSTS fitted with good but invisible overhead
cover are to be provided at frequeht intervals. They need not
necessarlily be 1n the fire trench.

LHE SUPPORT TRENCH should be about 60 yards in rear of Fire
‘#gégﬂﬁﬁr‘?‘“wuﬂﬂu:&rd:1hﬂhiﬂd¢¢Pﬂff{ﬂ ¥onieh, to which fhere .ahonla
EEEﬂ;-h.'IEn u» trenches at about 50 yards Lateral jukarval sy
ﬁ?? 20 yards in front of the support trench it must be maoamaible to
Lire direotly down the Bun up trench so as to defert bomb attacks,

—~ s
~-"Thg support trench should be orgenised for fire on the sams lines

et
aﬂ‘?ha frnpt Tire trench, at intervalg, and be provided with dugouts
in a traffic trench at these portions of the trench, but f'ewer dugﬂﬁta
ﬂFﬁrahwmnteﬂhjnwguppﬁrhhtrannhﬁﬂ than fPor" firing line (say 1 tQHB)‘
‘; | STRONE POINTS
¢
!
r
1
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. STRONG POINTS - these will norm:lly be organiged for
211 round defence ond provided with wing trenchoes and dugouts
into which the garrison can rotire if shelled. These points
reduire careful siting to e s concenled from okscrvation as
nopgagibleo. Tho Jjunction between the wing trenches xnd the main
vork must be stroight and fined dowm for 50 vards so that thoy
caonnot be"bombed”. Strong points must afford each othor mutual
sunpport by obliquo rifle and mochine gun firo. They are rocks
lnt*ndad to digorganise a succossful agsault on the front trenches,
to hold out JLtSP the enenmy hog »Daissgsed them ond to asgist our
councver attacks

AVIETUES OR HATH COMUWUNICATICNS ore ususlly reoguired at
asbout 800 yords apart. Thoy should be led to o strong point
which should cmmmnnd vhem for 30 yords of gtraight to »revent
bomkers working up them. They should on no account Dags between
two astrong »noints. There should be short longths of fire trench
out of those avenues at intervals to commend tho grmund betwoen
ad jucent avenues. Avenues must admit of the nassage of 2 stretcher.

| BQ&B STORES The main Depots should be in Avenueg, smallaer
ones being in tho troffic trenches.

FIRST AID POSTS - Splinter nroof shelters are
reguired along all avonues near their Junetion with the support
lino.
ONLPERS POSTHE. These may bo remiired. Thev should be .

sited to fire obliquely and mny bo arranged atamy suitoble noints
not necesnarily in the fire trench. Thoy should have steol loon-
hole plitos.

WATTER TANKS. It is most important that theso should be
well protected from damage by sholls or bullets which might prove
disustrous, as 1t might be impossible to bring up or stores Fresh
sunpliese

Lomrllia, (signed) Ps G. GRANT, Colohel, * °

1/1/1915. Chief Engincsr, Canal District.
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’ C.R.No. 41/8/1 Ga.

AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND ARMY CORPS,

Ismailia, 14/2/1916.

General Staff Circular No. 15.

Subject: Siting and organisation of defence lires.

The undermentioned memorandum from General Headquarters
is forwarded for information and guidance, and in the case of the
1st and 2nd Australian Divisions, in confirmation of this office

memorandum No. 41/8/2 dated 7.2.1816.

As a %esult of his inspection of certain portions
of the defensive line east of the Suez Canal, the Commander-
in-Chirf has come to the conclusion that too mueh attention
1s paid, in the siting of works, to avoidance of any possib-
11lity of their being subjected to heavy artillery bombardment,
while, on the other hand, any attempt to gain a good field of
fire has, in many cases, been entirely abandoned.

The Commander-in-Chief is of opinion that the pro-
blem of defence presented to us in this country 1s a very
different one from that which has to be solved in FRANCE. In
the latter theatre, thanks to ample means of transport, the
enemy is able to bring up large quantities of heavy artillery
and ammunition; and, therefore, the concealment of works,
which would otherwise be subjected to the heavy and contin-
uous bombardment of which our troops have had so much experience,
is a matter which claims close consideration.

In the case of the defences which we are now preparing,
on the contrary, owing tc the obviously great difficulties
which the enemy would have to surmount, the number of guns and
the amount of ammunition which he could bring against us is
likely to be strictly limited. The concealrment of works thus
becomes of less importance, while the adventages of a good
field of fire are correspondingly increased. It should be
noted that it is, in any case, practically impossible immesrssic
to conceal trenches, constructed in the desert, from the air,
and that the enemy's aircraft may be expected to have a compar-
atively easy task in this respect, whatever precautions sas
regards siting are taken. Moreover, as the Posts which form
part of the Canal Defences must necessarily, in many cases,
be a considerable distance apart, a good field of fire is
especially important so as to cover the ground in the intervals
and tc bring cross-fire tc bear on gaps between posts or
group8 of trenches.

In these circumstances the Commander-in-Chief desires
that experience gained in Frarnce should not be allowed more
than its due weight in the very different circumstances which
obtain in this theatre; and that considerations of concealment
should not be allowed to obscure the importance of siting works
in such a way as to give opportunities for inflicting the
greatest loss on an advancing enemy, and for supporting an
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