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APPENDIX. /= 198

5TH. AUSTRALIAN DIVISIORN.

RABKLY SUMSARY OF OPERATIONS, ‘
From 8 s.m. 23rd. Feby. to & a.m. 2nd Merch 1916. 4

1

(1) GENERAL., Since last week's report the situstion on thie front %
hes considersbly changed. Through considerable pressure |
the enemy hne been forced to evacuate his front line
gystem between Gueuedecourt and Gommecourt, and has fallen
back to the Gomuecourt-Lounart-Le Transley line.

For the present the enemy appear to be using Le Trans-
loy as a pivet for the withdrawsl of their troops from the
front line north of this Divisional Sector.
Through the activity of our Patrols and bombing parties
#@ have advanced our front line, on our left flank, about
1000 yards snd now occupy Pork, Milky ‘ay, Bread, Barley
and Sunray Trenches and have brought up owr left to join
the right flank of the Division on our left.
The enemy is now definitely elear of the Lark Hill
Spur. -

Strons points have been establiehed at variove parts

of the line.
Jeesides these our Patrols have pushed forsard strong
poasts about 400 yarde in front of Barley Trench. |
On the right, with the exceptlion of a few outposte, - *
our line 1l& unchsnged. |
The enemy has loet his advsncad line of defence and
hae no: besn pushed bsck to hie msin line of defence, with |
a few Patrols throwm out im front of it, 3
A Minor Operation ocsrried out this morning ldentiflioed J
the Ath. Baverian Zegiment of the 1l4th, Bavarian Livision,
which relieved the 4th. frsatz Uivielon on the nlghis &
26th-27th Feby. 1
The order of Battle on the bivieslonal front, {from |
North . eat to South #ast is now 4th, 8th and Z5th Baverian
(2) Lerimente |

(2). OPSRATIONS, (1). A Mdinor operation was gprried out by our Cenire
rizade at 4 a,m. this morning,, on Sunray Trench, from
our block at N.22,c.%.6.

After a t.o minutes intense bombardment by “tokes |
Mortars s party bombed along Sunrsy Trench for about 250 |
yards to about N.22.d.3.6.

Thare was some reslistance to our advance along the
rrench 2nd the mud wes in places very deep, and star /~
gaining our objective a poad bomb Tight took place.

The operation resulted in our successfully gaining our :
objoctive and capturing 14 prisoners {two of w"hom =are |
sounded) snd one Meschine Cun. 4

Later on the enamy heavily shelled our front line and 1
counter attacked from Atem Trench on a front of avout 400 |
yards, but was succesafunlly driven off by #ifle and Machine
dun fire inflicting hesavy casualiioes,

A low ectimate 1o given of 50 of the enemy killed.

Qur essuslties were =light, most of them being caused
during the counter attack.

in important featura of thes oparation .as the new
jaentification on our front.

P I a
y i 23

(2) The enemy hss mnot attemnted any operations
on our front during the woek.

(3). PATROLS () It hes been an sctive week for our Patrols.
They have maintsined full contrel of Ne Man's Land,
Patrols have advanced to our present posxition and have
been continually throw'n out to reconnoitre enemy nositions
to feel the strength of the enemy defeance. ; -

The main objeet of our patrolling has bdeen to reconnoitre
and keep ur with the enemy rotirement and eecuny Trenches,

] [
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PATROLS (continued)

aleo to make strong ouitposts at pointe of advantage.
- 3asides these strong Tishting Patrols have besn sent
out, in order to edvance our line and bomb out any small
posts snd stromg points held by the enemy. ,
Throush this scetive Patrolling we have successfully
made moet of the advance te the present line held 0y this
Divieion, “

(2) Snemy ‘atrols. Snemy Patrole om thie Divielonal Front
-have been notliceably inacilive.

Two smsll enemy Ffatrols were seen Oy our Light Brigsde
Patrols. Sfetans

On the night of the 1lst. inst. a small Patrol,of six
wae sont out to construct an advance post and the party
lost its way on completion of the work and came under
Hachine Cun fire clomze to the Germsn line (Till Tremch).

The perty took cover in shell holes and some 40 Germans
then cszme forward and surrounded the pearty.

The Germans then proceaded with thelr Prisonere and
after sbout helf an hour came under rifle fire.

The fire ceme from sn Australien Trench (Pork ITrench)

The Auestralisn °risoners shouted out te them and then /
thres thelr bombs (which had been left to 'them) inte the J
German eecort. The CGermens scattered and wers aitersards
rounded up by Auvstralians of a Battalion of the Divislon
on our left.

P S R NEE T S

(4) MACHINE GUNS. (1) During the week we have employed & rood desl of
ndairect lMaschine Gun fire on enemy tracks and communicotione
and hsve successfully engsgaed hostile parties observed in '
enemy lines and many casualties have been inflicted on the |
.ﬁﬂ'“-' '
Beglides thie Machine Gune have bean pushed Iorwsard 1
to sdvanced poets and strong pointe gained in the advance. {

(2) Snemy Machine Guns have been more active since |
our last report, especially from selectled posillons mude ;i
by the enemy to cover his metirement. |
1 Thesge positions are msinly small outpoels snd sre
used mostly to hsmper progrese of eur Patrols, w+hich,
up to the present, has not been euccessful.
Znemy has used very 1little indirect fire on our front.

’ e L e i .

(5) TRENCH WORDARS. (1) Our Trench Mortars have been falrly active
meE y being used for kmocking ouvt strong points.
One or tuo emall orzanised shoots have been sarranged
on enemy works, onmae particularly in conjunction vith the
minor operation of the centres Brigsde this morning.

(2) Enemy Trench dortsre have sho'n an incressed
sctivity during the week. Hedium dinemserfers and Flnespp- ;
les belng used. _ i

B R — =

(6) ARTILLERY (1) ©Our Artillery sctivity hss been elightly sbove ¢
the average. Therse hae be:n 2 proeater smount of visible ;
movement, snd consequently more of the smmunition expanded 3
hag boen directed st genuine targetes than ies ususlly the !
case, Improved vieibility has also reduced the amount |
of blind shooting usually noecersary of late. 3

Targets engaged include Hallwey Trr-ins, whesled
Traneport (&t night), Troops lu the open, (including an
Iufentry Sattalion reported by our cbservers &8 moving in
0e.19 b., 8nd engaged with the aid of the 2ird. .&.ﬁ.gj
Minenverfer and "pinsapple” gun positions ete.

& - d.f
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ARTILLERY (econtinued)

The left Group begen its movement to forward povitions
necy FLERS snd GURUDECOURT on the night 23/24th. Feby.
and completed the mevement of its thres 18-"dr. and tvo
Howitzer Batteries at 8.45 pm on the 26th. Feby. The
move was attended with considersble difficulty, and sevarsl

3 - pune were temporarily bogped. It was mainly garried ovt

.at night, but wae helped by the mist prevailing on the
morning of the 24th. Feby.

on the morning of the 28th. the Right Group, assisted
by the 114th. Battery, teok part in a mineor eperation,
eorried out by the 20th. Divieion on our Right.

(1) ENEMY aRTILLﬁﬁzi The enemy's Artillery wess
quiet at the beginning of the week, but at the latter end
ha®e shown increuesed sctlvity.

The number of Batteries dces not appear to have besen
greatly, if at all, reduced, and the shelling of the

front line hes been very consistent.
The front line about MONSCON Trench, L&3 BORUFIS, FLERS
and GUEUDECOULRT, GUN VALLYY and DELVILLE <00Dhave been
his fevorite tarpete, and the usual combinstion of guns
ie etill in use, & 7.7 c.m., 4.2" guns and Howitzers and

5.9" zuns and Hewltzers.
A few 8" shells were reported to have fellem in T.7.d.

on the evening of the 27th. Feby., btut no other reoort

has been made.
It seeme possidle that these were 5.9's and that the

8" heve vesn removed.
None of the uesusl shelling from the direction of
Banreume heasg been reported during the week.

(7) CASUALTIES. ’
KILLED, & Officers 14 Other ranke

#OUNDED % " 96 . '

s jor-General.
Command ing S5th. Angtralian JUlvision,

MISSING Hil.

ha R R e T ) el
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Sth AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

Q}% RIGHT DIVISIONAL SECTOR REPORT "A" 9th M/ RCH, 1917.
; (Reference Special Map, 1 / 10,000 attached)

FRONT LINE SYSTXHI.
I. WIRE ENTANGLuMENTS

(a) Front Line. FINCH TRLENCH. €00 yds. of double apron wire has been
— . erected aleng the front of FINCH TRENGH.
CAMERON TRENCH. 110 yds. barbed concertina from 1ts
g Junetien with SUNRAY TRENCH.
(b) Suppert Line.
il.
(c¢) Reserve Line.
FOSE RESHRVE. Completely wired.
THISYLE hEOEKVE. Completely wired.

Il. FIRE TRENCEEE and STKOKNG POINTS:

(a) Front Line. General maintenance werk has been kept up, trenches
o deepensd, duckbesrds raised and improvemsnt to shelters
for garrison.
7 Yestls heve been fitted with A" fraumes arnd duekboards
laid 1in SUNRAY TRENCH.
CAMERON TRLNCH has been censtructed from N.28.a.9%.9.
@ SUNRAY TRERCH at #.22.d.1.7. This trench has been
Gespened &nd duckboarded.
A smwall sap with "T" head has been dug from C/MERON
TRENCH at N«22.d.15.4. t0o 1.22.4.3.53.
BARLEY TRIANCE when taken was found teo be knee~deep in
mad and dug-oeuts had entrances filled in. A good deal
of mud hes been clsared out aad duckbeards 1aid. Most
of the dug=-euls have veen clesned up.
PORK TRENCH was also found to be in & bad conditien.
Tork of clsaring out is being carried en and duckboards
belng laid. | :
(b) 8 Lina.
o8t of the work dene iIn this line has been meintenance
work and dusckboards raised and trenches cleared of mud.
(¢) Regerve Line.
further 200 yds. of this trench have been revetted
with sandbage to ¢ feet high, A" frames fitted and
duckbeards lald. 10 splinter-preef shelters s each hold-
.:lg 10 men heve been completed. This line is in good

-

ITI.COMMONICATION TRENCHES :

(a) Completed. RESEL ALLEY frem SPRINUG TRENCH H.20.0.0.2. e N.29.c.2.2.
roevetted and duckboarded,6 feet deep.
EGYPT ALLEY Nedd . De8.S5. to NeDBeDele2e revetted and
Auckboarded 6 feot deep.
ENDLESS ALLEY . 100 yds. trench deepened to depth of 6 ft.
ravetted and duckbearded.
ALIENRAL £ALLEY. 400 yds have been duckboarded and revetted
wire and angle uprights with angle iren ancher pegs. |
ENERGY ALLEY. Cleared and drained for 160 yés. 2 drains
eash 20 ft. cut and sump dug.
m AELI..EE Completed frem N.22.c.7.4. to SUNRAY at

. «eCele

Communicatien trench from N.22.c.4.5. to SUNRAY TRENCH
at N.22.c.4.8.
Communication trench frem N.22.¢.26.40. teo N.22:C.0.6.,

IV. LAND ROUTES:

(a) Completed. gogﬁyga.or duckboard track laid from T.3.4.0.9. to N.33.

-2= General

S E _—
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General maintenance k, re-w | ducke
benrd Sruchs Mo Bom Seovace ot T sxisting 3

(b) In Hend.
-ﬂ From N-M-di"inﬂ teo Hi“l?t'-‘i

V. MINED DUG-QUTS:
FRONT SYSTM.

—

(a) Completed. iL.ecstion Accoemmodation ml.:(ub?
:
h hﬁ‘. ld IE i?‘l ‘
Hed4 D85 .80, H?GT“;M.
H.Ei.b-w-%- ¥.G. crew.
H-M-‘JO-B‘- 320 men.
() In Hand. Location Ho.of entrances Accommodation now
- e | ava 8.
H-EB-Q -1-6- é 25‘: Hen.
i:.ig.b.mg. 2 Compeny pesdquarters
Ei'Ea‘b.e-?. 2 - Cempany Headquarters
B8e8.75.9. 2 - Cempeny Headquarters

VI. MACHINE GUN EMPLACEMENTS:
(a) Completed.

Ggﬁn.

NeB35.2450.754 He28eDe0eBs He22+609.7. .
fftM-h-m-%- H-%-ﬂ-'znlu H»Eﬂ*ﬂ:iﬁ;?ﬁ.
I:hﬁl:.b-@&.'?ﬁ- NeZBleCoDod, H.28.0. 15-00-
H-EB-G-%-TG- 3.22-3.4."?.

I1I. TRENCH MORTAR RMPIACEMENTS:

(a) Completed.
Mediua irencgh lertars. Light Trench Mertars.

HNe220:.12. HeBL otl.1,.4
Ne22.8.1.22, s sCale :
E.BZ-G-'!:B? e e
iIX.BURIED CABLE:
(&) Cempleted. '
9,100 mdﬂn
(b) Incomplete and Proposecd.
MELLER 'S SON to Front Line - 300 |
- ROSE TRENCH to Right Battalien - &80 gﬁ.

_ Right Batialion to Front Line -1,000 yards.
X. MISCELLANEOUS: |

of water ebtained.

Vell &t GUEUDECOURT N.26.b.7.l. has been cleaned and

the top is being repaired.
These wells are belng developed.

(Z;ﬁ} ﬂf;?.396ﬁ44ia
(S A | Haj;r-ﬁomml,
Sth AUSTRALIAN DIVISIOS’

]
-
— -
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" | S%H. AUSTRALIAN BIVISION.

SERELY SUMBARY OF QPRNATIONS,.

(1) ZEBIHAL,

‘ince last week's raport ve have taken over furthay
frontage from the 2nd, Austrslisn Division.

Our line nox extends South-west to H.3Z.m.0.0.

The line held 5y our Kight sni Centras Brirades iz
unchangad, .

Conastant touch has been msinteined with the enemy,

Strong 'atrole have reconnoirted the enemy line of
deaven, Atom and Till Tremches every night, but have
Tound the enemy line well wired and held vy the normsl
stlrong Garrison, snd have not effected s lodgment,.

Our Left Brigude front hae been sdvanced =nd nowx
runs by & series of poste from H.2,contral, F.2.0.4,7,
BeC2e8e2,7, Bed8em.0.0 .

Yoate have boun establirhed mt HeB.5.4.5 and 1.
B.6.80,85, :

The order of battle opposite the livisionsl front
from Morth-west to Jouth-esst is unchanced,

') oremazions.
ii. No minor or major operations have besen csrried ost
2ince the last report,

(11).The en»amy hae not attempted sny operations om our
front durivg the week,

{3i PATEOLS, (1) Our Patrole hav: been axtramely motive. ..

Both reconnoltring and fighting °“atrole have been

continually out =% night, in order to effect a lodgment

¢ _ in encmy positionms, but without success, ovisg to enemy
holding his line #ith the normsl garrison.

~ Un %wo occssionz smell enemy Patrols have been

sicountered by our ilght 3Srigede, near thelr osn Trenches
and bomb fighte have plsce in which our Fatrols
have svccesasfully inflieted csszalties on the Germsns end
driven them back to thelr lines.

On other occasione rifle shots have veen exchsngad
#1th eneny -atrols.

Our Left Brigade Ffatrols have besn succesefvl in
edvancing our line and csses have occurred shere “strole
:ltthcn:fuat-rui strong oppoesition in gaining positions

o% held. .

Throughout the weok our ‘atrols have constantly come

under hostile Yachive Sun and rifle firs.

| ‘nemy ‘'airols have agcin besen in-
3 ne seek.
1 hostile Fatrole were observed nesr their
own lines by our iAlght Brigade snd sere driven eff, also
one opposite our Centre Srigede, vhich was dispersed
hefore its objeot could be ascartuined.

(¢) BACHINZ GumS

(17, Dduring the week our Xachine (i ng have angaged selsct-
ed targete, aleo effectively dispersed hostile parties
disnersed.

Farticular attentiion has besn gilven to enemy ;
communieaticns, roads snd trecke by indireet fire in 1
order to herase snd infliet casualties, *

Uur Zachine Cuns have maintined thelr usual scetivity,

Jeeldes this Kschine Sune have teen pushed forvard
to advunced posts sand etrong points, g-ined by our Laft
Hrig ade.

M..._.‘_.__-_L‘_ sl

— — e -

" = —

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1010/790



AEPENDIX. _'l:

NACEIEY Guly, (continued)
(if). Hostile Hachine Cune have showm = ;llm deora2ase

in activity,
A little indireet fire has been us on the reads
and on Eillers ‘on and <illere Jaugzhtar.¥lsec ocessional
» vurets of sweeplng fire have been used our front line.
A good desl of enemy sctivity hes been devoted

to eoverins approaches to hie Trenches by our Patrols.

(w) BORTARS

Vur Trench Mortsrs hsve been used WI{.' f
during the week malnly for kmoeoking out stiromn: point |
Om the night 15/16th Hedium Trench ilortare |
carried out a choot on Atom and Soomersep Trenches 4
with gocd resulte. 1

(1i). ‘nemy Trench kortares nave
throughout the week. :

Light Trench sortars have been conatantly used on |
SUFRAY THINCH, out have done no dsmape. L

been again very motive

(6) ARTILLE =
|H Our Olvielonal Artillery has veen active during the
waek, earrying out seversl orgenised bomberdmente and an
irregular vomisrdment on enemy front line tremches and

) communientiona. _
A emall smount of Countar-battsry work has also
bean earrisd out. |
o zone cslle affecting any of the groups have been
reported. _ |
The orgamised Lombardments were asrried out, ss per
Corps Orders, on the 9th, 11th and 12th inst,, being 20 _
minutes In esch case, comrancing 3.12 Pellle , !.i noon, and
4.2 p.m, respeetively. |
Artillery and Infantry obeervers both ngree thsat the
shootlng was meourate annd the effeet good.
| A feature of these operatione was the comparstive
insignificunce of the retalistion put up by the eneny.

Junray Trench snd the vicinity, Flers mnd Batisries
of our left were ithe priceipdd sufferers.

Heodle Dump wee sdded to the list after the second
day snd w«as comgtantly shelled for two days..

A bombsrdment of the enemy front line, coumbined
#1th wlrn-lﬂttlﬂ; in sgouares E-zauﬂn, leBe Do mndl 4,16,
was undertsken om the 14th, in co-operstion with the Corpe
deavy Artillery, in prepsration for ‘atrel operations on
the night 14,15th inet.

The Patrole report in all caess that they fouend the
wire =ell ecut.

$il). lnewy Artiller his hae been msinly confined to
rotalistory work, apparsatly oy few puns, and In meny coses
slngle zune.
The ocoumter sork sgaiust the 3atteries of our left
group and the shellisg of flere, hovever, until t.o days
: was earriod out by a 5.9" Battery, fl:rlng salvoes of
oo, and 2 4-gun 10.D om. 3sttery.
Juring the last tso days enewsy scotivity hse declined
conalderebly and shelling by more then one gun hes not bean
much reportad snd has then apparently come mainly from

t

77 lm'!.
(7) CASUALTIZS., Killea 3 officers &3 Gther ranks
vounded o e yiy -
dieelng [/ X il .
(@)ﬂﬂﬁ é 65' dajor-Genernl.
commanding Sth iwstralisn vivision.
R R i B == et =,
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OTH, AUSTRALIME LIVISION

4 | | 16th
EATUAN of Captured Tr phles and .ar Materisl for seek ending 6 asm. I'ridsy168A Jarch 1917

II |
| NI L
E Ma jor-General
| Commanding 5th. Avetrslian Division.
| >
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OTH. AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

WECKLY SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS .

1. GENERAL. Since last week's report our line has been advanced

i il approximately 11,000 yards as the result of pressure
on enemy's rearguard. OQur outpost line now runs
VELU, BEAUMETZ, 1.8 .central, I.4.b.3.3.
Constant touch has becn kept with the enemy, and our
mounted troops have reconnoitred country as far
forward as a line running approximately J.33.central,
Je2l.central, J.l5.8. J.7.d. and c.5.0. central.
The enemy's rearguard is holding the general line
HERMIES - DOIGNIES.
Enfilade rifle and machine gun fire has been directed
on our right flank repeatedly during our advance.
The enemy rearguard appears to have only field guns
and fleld howitzers, about 2 batteries in all.

2. OPERATIONS. (1) At 4.30 a.m. on the 17th instant our patrols entered
enemy trenches in the Le TRANSLOY line meeting with
a certain amount of opposition, and cleared them of
the enemy.
These patrols were reinforced and pushed forward
and by 7 a.m. BAPAUME, BEAULENCOURT and Le TRANSLOY
were occupled by our troops. A little opposition
was met with In B/APAUME and a small street fight
took place 1in elearing the town.
Further patrolling resulted in our teoops occupying
VILLERS au FLOS, RIENCOURT and BANCOURT. An outpost
line was then established from VILLERS au FLOS through
RIENCOURT aad North East of BAPAUME.
On the 18th March the Advance (Guard consisting of
the 15th Brigade Headquarters, 59th and 60th
Battalions, 15th Machine Gun Company (less 2 Sections)
"C" Squadron 13th Light Horse Regiment, 4th Battery
AJF.A., 2 Sections 1l4th Fileld Company, 2 Sections
l4th Fleld ZAmbulance, and half a section of the
5th D.A.C. commenced operations. Our Light Horse
patrols passed through the outpost line at 6.30 a.m.
and came 1Into touch with hostile infantry posts in
FREMICOUKT at 7.30 a.me. Closing round the town, the
Light Horse captured 2 Germans and wounded one of the
96th Regiment.
At 12.30 peme enemy post of 70 rifles and 1 machine
gun was located at DEISAUX FARM I.28.a.3.5.
The vanguard, 59th Battallon, deployed moved agalnst
this position which was captured at 3.45 p.m.
One officer and three men of the enemy garrison were
killed. On the body of the offlcer was found an
Operation Order detailing the plans for the retire-
ment. At 4 p.m. our kight Flank occupied HAPLINCOURT
without opposition and at the same time drove the enemy
out of BEUGNY.
At 6 PeMe oOur line ran from HPLPLIHGGUHT to BEUGNY
and the 59th Battallon with two Vickers guns were
established on that line.
19th March. At 7 a.m. our Light Horse patrols were
fired on from 0.5.¢.7.8. (40 rifles and 1 machine
gun. ) VELU (12 cavalry), LE BUCGUIERE (30 rifles and
one machine gun). I.17.d.5.7. (30 rifles and 1 machine
gl.l.n), 0eSed 6.6 {80 ﬂﬂvﬂ]ry) and were unable to make - |
progress.
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208
At 1.45 p.m. the 60th Battalion came into close touch
with all these polnts and progress commenced at 2.50 p.m.
On the right the first named locallty was very
troublesome owing to the fact that fire from there
enfiladed our line moving towards VELU. A half company
was directed on this point and under cover of artlillery
fire drove out the enemy. At 2.30 pem. VELU was
shelled by our 1l8=-pdrs. and at 4.35 p.m. our patrols
entered the village.
At 4.15 p.m. our infantry working round LE BUCQUIEKE
drove out the enemy and occupled the village. The left
flank did not make progress owing to enfllade fire
effect of the hostile cavalry in I.3.d. At 5 pem.
we held the general line I.6.central = J.26.C.0.0. =
I1.24.b.0.0. - I.9.2.0.0. and oeccupied this line as an
outpost line in addition to a garrison in HAPLINCOURT.
20th Marech. At 8 a.m. Light Horse patrols encountered
heavy rifle fire from the direction of MORCHIES and
BEAUMETZ. At 8.30 a.m. Light Horse occupled
BER "INCOURT.
At 11 a.m. our infantry advanced on HORCHIES and
BEAUMETZ . There was little opposition iIn the direction
of MORCHIES but the enemy was seen to be reinforeing
three posts in front of BEAUMETZ and it was estimated
that he had 100 infantry with 2 machine guns in action
thﬂl"ﬂ. : 3
At 12 noon patrols between VELU WOOD and BERTINCOURT
were shelled with shrapnel and at the same time the
ridge 200 yards East of BEUGNY was also shelled by
enemy field guns.
At 1 p.m. the 59th Battallon occupied MORCHIES and good
progress had been made towards BEAUMETZ. MORCHIES
was the final objective of the left flank and was at
once consolidated and connected with the Divislion on our
left at M/RICOURT WOOD.
At 2.25 peme under heavy rifle and machine gun fire
our infantry commenced to work around BEAUMETZ. The enemy
were very active and our progress slow.
At 3.30 p.m. our advanced guard battery fired on BE/AUMETZ
with good effect, and the enemy commenced to withdraw
from the village.
At 4.30 pe.m. the 60th Battalion had practically
surrounded BEAUMETZ when warning was recelved that a
hostile counter attack was developing from the direction
of HERMIES and was threatening our right company in
reserve. /As BEAUMETZ was still occupled by the enemy
and his counter attack was strong, our attack was
temporarily abandoned and our troops fell back to our
side of the village.
At 6 p.ms Our line ran from 0.1l Central to J.26.8.0.0.
Jllglaioiﬂl - G-ﬁ-ﬂﬂntr‘al - 014- cﬂntprﬂ.l-
21st Mareh. At 7 a.m. our Light Horse patrols supported
by infantry patrols found BEAUMETZ unoccupied and at once
consolidated in the village which was incorporated
within our outpost line. At night our patrols found
no enemy within 600 yards of our line. One German was
wounded and one killed; both belonged to the 94th
Regiment.
oond March. Our Light Horse and Infantry Patrols drew
fire from the same points as noted the previous day

(11) Enemy attempted a counter attack agalnst our front
near BEAUMETZ on the 20th instant.

At 4.30 a.m. on the 2rd the enemy commenced & bombardment
on BEAUMETZ and the vieinity, and at 5 a.m. he attacked.
At 5.30 a.m. our garrison in BEAUMETZ was driven out.

It is estimated that the enemy attacked with no less than

200 men. !
At 7.30 a.me. our troops attacked and re-occupled BE/UMETZ

and it is estimated that the Germans left about 100 dead
and 9 wounded prisoners behind.
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i, UWACHINE GUNS.(1) Our machine guns have been fairly active, and being
especially used in strengthening our outpost lines.
(1ii) Enemy machine guns have not been very effectlive. It
is estimated that only four guns have been operating on
our front. At times they have been a little troublesome

in delaying our advance.

6. ARTILLERY. (1) As regards actual artillery activity our main
operations during the wek have been in the nature of
wire cutting and general bombardments during the 15th and
16th. This was yndertaken to facilitate the entry of
infantry patrols into the enemy front system.
During the advance, the battery with the advanced guard
effectively supported our infantry when advancing on theilr
objectives.
(11) Enemy artillery action during the period under
review has presumably consisted chiefly in getting his
batteries away. The shelling to which we were sub jected
during the few days before the advance began may be
described as energetic though small 1n quantlty; batteries
had obviously been reduced to & section, or even a single

gun in many cases.
7. CASUALTIES.

Killed 2 officers 27 other ranks
Wounded - 98 " "
Missing - . "

Ma jor-General,
Comnanding,
23rd March, 1917. , 5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

e e —— A
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APPENDIX 1. OTH. AUSTRALIAN DIVISION. &
RETURN of CAPTURED TROPHIES and WAR MAT:RIAL for Week ending 8 a.m. FRIDAY 29@d MARCH, 1917.
|
- NIL. = |
L |
|
|
Ma jor=-General, p ]
Commanding, :g ‘
5TH. AUSTRALIAN DIVISION. g_,‘ |
o
<
h*
AR &2
‘ _—
J
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Sth AGSTRALIAB DIVISION. -

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

For week ending 8 a.m. 30th ¥aroh/17.

e

line, HERMIRS, DOIGHIES, LOUVEIRVAL, which 1
fes of sirong posta. These bave been dug in

bean withdrawn to the main line immediately
ine although there are still s few gume
f the Dlvielional Front wikhin his main line.

Our outpoet line m rong ViBU, BEADNETZ (inelveive) J.6.4.6.6
:i’..'l‘-. .24.4.%7.6.

L.OPERATIONS.(1) 3§ At 4,350 a.m. the enemy opened s vigporous %
| t RLAUMETS . i
| AC.4.450 a.n., made the stisek in three columns on }

both flanke ct the viliage. The right party consisted of
- 300 snd the left, 120. Both parties were made up of
gpecially trained "Stummtruppen’ and were brought up
particularly from the vicinity of CANSRAI wit eﬂmnmi
BLAUMETZ at any coet. |
The right party got throvgh our chain of poste mnd reached
tumnmunmmmm-ml footing.

The left sarty were driven off with bombe, machine and Lewils
gung, and in some cases, the bayonet. thie o
driven off inclined towarde the villsge where it was met
our eounter attack on the right party which vas dellvered :

5.9 a.m,
After a good deal of hard fighting the enemy were forced ;
tpost line vhere &t 6.30 a.,m, he came under m

through our ou

maochine and Lewis .g: fire, inflleting a considerable number

of casurlties on

At 7.30 a.m. the village had beon re-taken and at 8 a.m. our

1ine was re-eetablivhed la ite original pozition.

The eneuny left in or nesr our lines 59 dead and 11 severely

wounded, nine of whom died lster, of the 96th snd %6th . I.KR.

Cur oasualties were 12 killed and 3586 wounded

m At § s.m. Tt 9 onenmy copened & heavy bomburdment on
254, LY BUCLUIZERE and the front line in that vieinity

also on gertain beattery positions.

Cme G6-1inch gun, £ 4.2 batteries, and 2 77 mm. batteries

asppeared to taks part.

At sbout 4 a.m. & hostlle varty of 50 belonging to He. 1

Storming Batislion brought up specis'ly fer the pursose

attacked the north-gast corner of PEAURSTLI mnd drove our posts

bsek sbout 200 yarde. U(me of our companies attsoked the enemy

mm-mmxumnuaommntnmm.

temporary stsnd.

At 2 pem. this h uee wae shelled by 4.5" Howlitzers and Mﬂ

mly 2 rounded Germans were found there. At 4.30 a.m. a

party of Germane estimated 50 stroug wers cbeerved m

the Sunken Hoad st J.14.8.4.8 in column. Our Vickerz guns

opened at short range and ocaused hesavy losses. The nrﬂnu

gosttered snd s they shewad themsalves on the hillside, came

under our heavy Levwis gun and rifle fire. The remnants tock

rofuge in shell holeg

R — — -
-ﬂ'.-. — . . =
> s ———— e — .
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Our 18-pdrs slee rvt a erseping shrepnel barrage over the
area of refuge.
72 dend were counted,and one rounded and five unwounded
prisconers were ¢aptured.
Cur losses ware four killed, 21 wounded.
At 3.45 p.m. our Advance Gusrd moved from LUBUCLUIERE - VALU
apainst the line J.20.0entrsl, J.20.4.6.2, J.31.8.1.7.
A" Scuadron 13th Light Horse covered the right flasnk of the
advance, and 1 battery of 18-pdre coopsrated.
The enemy (140 rifle=) occupying & position J,20. entrsl
were driven out and as thay retired in a disorderly manmer
seross the oren and wp & Sunken Hoad cur shrapnel inflicted
haavy lose.
The position was consolidated. -
tur casualties were 4 killed and 42 wounded.
u 9 ;.I. & ! tmﬁp:t;‘ol c:mh::h FARE st J.65.0.6.3
ion ve hours later sn enemy bombing party
nu-tu to m the farm, without success.
H At § .15 a.,m. our Advsnced Guard sdivanced from
the om line and cecupli~d the line J.6.0.7.5, and J.8.a.0.0.
thon along the road to C.i0.a.P centrel. Tosts ware to bLe |
establisked on the rocd J.2.8.8.8 to D.19.0.1.0.
The main line wae resched Iithout loss but the enemy wvigorcusly
:ﬂhﬂ the pushing out of postea. The task ras completed by
fie.m.,
At 11.15 s.m. the Tth Srigsde ydreported a hostile counterattsok
on their right flank, and requested cooperation. Two companies
were directed on a niﬂ 300 yards eset of LAGNICUUKT.
The counter sttask wasx repulsed,
At 1.15 pem, , 8t the reguest of the 7th Erigrde, tws foe
of the 5m S:ttalion mﬁﬂ out 8 counter ettsck sgeinst
a seccnd bedy of the enamy advencing over the same um
flrst coecssion. Thie eounter attsck wes succeseful. Pwo
wounded and six uwnwounded prisoners of the 10th n.r.;. and 9let
Re Il and 1 mschine gun were esptured durins the morning.
m to the keawy mature of the machlne gun fire from the
flank of anr poat et J.2.8.0.8, 1t vas f wnd nesensary 1o
Mﬂ thie post at 4 a.m. sfter seversl casuslties hud been |
sugtained. ‘
At 14,40 pem. undor cover of a heavy bombardment chich l
practically demolished the post, the enemy r tured the farm |
at J.8.0.6.3 but was driven out half aa hour later.
W At 8 p.m. an attesck on the line J.5,0.6.3,
i +e8.7.7, D.285.2.7.8 and by 17 p.m. the objective was “'
egure, Une maghine gun, two portable searchlights, nnd cne
liwomr were osptured nt J.2.8.7.7. Our ocspusltiice wers.

mﬁi.
he 4% 19 pom. & strong rolnt was ostablished at J.F.4d.
6, thus seouring for ua an excellent ocbsarvation poat.

m Juring the morsing ocur outpost line waz pushed
ite present diesceition.

« BACHINY Our sschine avns hove had an extiremely asative and succesnful

GURS. weok. Bot only have they been used In strengthening our

outpost iine sad in other positions of sdvuniage,but have bean
" vigorously used in cooperating in covntar atiscke, snd attiaoke

on the enemy. :
Hogtile movemenl and assenbllin: enemy troops have Leen
pucceasfully fired on, 'nd the machlne guunere o&n uuhu
& large nugber of cnsualties for the rask.

i
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(11) Though at times enmemy machlne gune have become
troublesome in delaying our advance and hmnl.nuu sdvsnce
poste on two ocecasions, thelr fire om the whole been
ineffective.

(1) The Advenced Guard Field Artillery suocessiully
eooparnted with the infantry both in resieting enenmy's
sttecke snd deal ing with the enemy vhen foreed to retire.
¥obile guns have beom freely snd very effectively used, s
often at decisive rangee in ongsgling fleeting and other
targete as they appeared, and without loss either of men

or horses.

{11) Bnemy srtillery sotion during the week has consisted
meinly of shelling the villages and the outpoet line held by
our adeanced guard, and &xcept in the cese of 77 mm.field
guns, has come apparently from very leng rsuge, or even

extreome ranges.
Host of the rhelling by 10.5 centimetire sppears to be coming

from the flsnks outeide the Divisionsl area. Organised
bombariments have been put into BEAUMETZI snd other
peints prior to the attacks made by the anemy.

T.CAGUALTI %3, Killed 4 officers 75 other ranks
«ounded 10 - 33 "
Hissing - " 5 o

Eejor General,
30/ a/11. Commanding 5th Australisn Division,

_ L e

# E . aff
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Bth AUSTRALILAR DIVISION,

RETURN OF CAPTURED TROCVHMIR:S HD 4AR MATERIAL FOR WaNR SBDING B a.m. J0th KARCH 1917.

! " - 3 - R e W AR S S
-n--n-‘---#ﬂ-‘--'ﬂ--ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ-i--_—-——h—ﬁﬂ-u-uﬂ—ﬁ+ﬁh-ﬁ-ﬂw-----ﬂ--ﬂh--*------ﬁu-‘-----ﬂ-h "*-ﬁ“_-ﬁ}

How htlpiltt of -[ltﬂlrll.

Cuptured by : Dute of Gspture

B

Katere of Trophy
or sar Matarial.
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26th March 1917

g8th Auet, Hn. At Divisional Eeldquarttr!

1 Hachine Gun

1 Eschine Gun JBth aust, . 27th dareh 1917

1 dinsawarfer

) At Divisional Headguarters.
) .
2 Portable dearchlights 4
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