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Divisicnal Headquartore,
1at Aupuat, 1917,

ACGOULT OF OP_RATIOLS BY 43RD aliD @2ND DATTALIONS AGAINST
DHFMY WOITS. IN FRONT 07 WARNELTON LINE JULY 513T.

L e e -

M 43rd B jtalion on the right altacked %o the
riﬁht «gf a line drawn through about UeDebadd.60 and Usb:8.00.76.

o 42nd Battalion attacked to the left of that lina.

am—n— e R R - -

433D BATTALIOL . .
- - ‘ Approach March took Seven hours.

mAM gnd MO Conponles in forward Assault Ldne, 432 L
Gom. any mor ing up and eomsolid.ting Pogts Romam VI, VII -nd VIII.
"R Commany digging RED DOTYED LINE.

In the assault enemy Post Do.10 zave a lot of trouble
with bombs and machine . un fire., One machine.gun was captured at
this lece. Posts 11 and 12 did not a ; ear to exist. At Post 19
the INDMIIL 1.0+)f was not occupied, but three good dus-ouis,Were~
found beside the road just behind it. BAkind the WINDMITL <OXw
siderable ouosition was met from the sasny in the trench from
HIROWDBLLE Ru.d juwt Sonth=Bustiwards of WINDMILL, runiding Horthe
Bastwards towards 'JARNBTON line. About 10U yards S.i. £ he
WINDMIIL i3 & very strong dug-out on HIRONDLLLD Booad, whars many
of the eneny were seen. 4t lesst 7 of the enemy waere gshot as they
came out of it. Thera is « trench running, &s alrvedy located, dovn
the HIRONDLILE Rwed from WINDLIILL Lovmzds JARNETON, and some of the
eneny countzr-atiacking parties cama up this ftrench.

The forward assaulting party lay up in fiont of the
aipping narties sbout 30 to 5C yards East of WaRWETON line wire,
Thers wag no enemy sholl fire ogfthen while they were lying Wp
here. The withdrawal of these men took plase at ZERO “lug one
hour, according $o programme.

Rsman VIII Prst could not be established until about
9 a.m. beeause our men were hunz up by machine gun fire from Nu.lD
poet whioh was not adecuately covered by our Artillery barrage
and alse by machinc rfun firs from WARNLETON line.

Por about two or thrue hours after the attiack dave-
loped enemy 7.7 cm. fire was veIy cuiet. On the other hand after
his aeroplanes discoversd that ''e were no%t going further forw ard
7.7 em, fire began. It seemed as if the enemy ¢idrst mede up bis
mind we were pressing the altack and was withdrawing his guns.

Micehine vun fire on the right was also 6xX erienced
from direction of LKIWI .

YAt 6430 a.me port of our artillery barrage came
Roman VII Post.‘ This'wga dne to the fact that the poat was

Officer on the spot 100 yards farther out than
R The berrage had thereupon to be lifted

down on
dug in by the
hed been originally plenned,
100 yardsel
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- Appendix NS 2b'G

-2~ 9,
.. CONDITION OF POSTS UP TOC ABOUT MIDNIGHT JULY 313?( AUGUST 137,
F 475 Rom .n VIII rost (U.5.4.65,82) w.g only £ irly well
oconsolid ted ..nd oommunie. .tion trench to it from uu§l¥runt line

in U.5.d, w.8 noh'uamylaﬁad. Digzing w.s ds1l .yed by enemy bomb .rd-
ment.H8s ..bout 26 y.rds of digging done to it with fire~buys. C.T.
to it bogins ubout 30 yurds South of AD.LAIDE AVRNUE, and ubout

30 yurds of it is dug. About 70 ysrds nmore reguired to ve dug.

Roman VII Post (cbout U.6.,2,08,18) is situated
about 100 yuirds Eaat of WINDMIIL. Has 6 or 7 fire-buys. Left of
Post ia zbout 50 whds from HIROWDELLE Road. Communisation treach
is acbout 200 yar& om RED DOTTED LINE, and is complsted though
shaollow in purts, This C.T, crosses road at U.5.,b.70.30, but is
not dug through the road.

Roman VI Post ( about U.5.b,80.45) is well con-
solidzted. Tue Commnication ireach to RLD DOJILD LINE is about
90 yards long and completed. Post is about 80 yards oud, N.E. from
ruians about U.B.b.68.40 and aear the ditch shewn un.Hap. Yost hss
7 fire-bays.

Red Dotted Line on Right Battalion fromnt is down
about 4 to 5 ft. and in zood order, is traversed and fire-bayed,
Battallion had to dig about 150 yarda o® this line and had prac-
tiocally no casualties while digsing it. The trench has been dug
through the HIRQUDLLLE Road.,

A Platoon, »lus Lewis Gun, was left in each
Post (30 men)., Vire was ﬁut out in front of Roman VI Post, and somo
was oarried u» foxr the n,her “o8te also.

Counter-attaciks took plage at 6,30 a.m., 9 &.m,,

230 Mem,, s2d 9 peme Bnemy barragze vas wery heavy on Posts. Under
heavy fire during the last counter-attaclk Roman VII Post had to be

@vacuacced.
At 12,30 a,m, & counter~attack on Roman VII Post

was made by one Platoon of "D" Com any. he attackers we¥e hung up
within 40 yards of the Post by machine pgun fire, and sent back for
help. Anothsr Platoon was sent up and the Post wa® captured about
330 a,m, by flanlk and frontal attack. Only about two or thrue

0f the enemy aotually ran away from the Post. Snipers in the
neighbourhood were very bad. -

Commuaication between Oompanies and Battalion
caused a lot of anxiety and Ruaners had rmch difficulty in
getting through, The Pigeon serirtoe was very bad One message by
Pigeon sant off at the tiie of the enemy sountar-~zttack at 6,30 a.r
reach the Battalion Commander 12 hours later,

Machine Gun barrage was excellent &nd caused
congiderable cusualties fo the enamy.

Lnemy killed estimaved at over 100 during firsi
attask.

- e e e S ey Bl R LA A

428D BATTALION,

dpproack March tooi fiwve hours,

Ferviard assault wave cousisted of “A" and "B" Com-
panios, "DV Coupuny in second weve did mopping up gnd consolidatio..
of Roman Posts III, IV, and V. "c" Company dug RED DOTTLD Line.

 eeamp— —
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The assaultin: wave fouund one Maculoe Gun ia each of
eneny Posts 8 and 9 and captured these guns. Another Machine fun
was captured at enemy Post No. 74, After the capiture of Posts
8 and 9 the enemy put up no resistance except for some hand to
hand fighting near small post at U.6,2,05.78, near the saeny's
comuunication treneh, This C,T. was oaly about 2ft. deep. A
dug-out was found on XIWI Road where previoasly located
(U.5.b.85,95)s This was a Diessing Station., The ensny had put
up wire behind Posts 8 :nd 9 which vas found uncut, bui was cut
by riflamen,

An enemy pineaphle thrower was captured at the Hen-
dezvous about 0.¢35.d.6.0. Enemy Posts 1l and 12 were not found,

On the lYorth no opnosition was found av the erater
of cnemy Post lio,3. Lneny commaication itrsach rumwilay S.H. from
this Fost wasmo; ed uy and a block put ia it where i{ raa into
eneny wire. Lnemy Post 4 was garrisoned by thse enemy ani cap-
tured. The Constellation of Poste in 0,35.4 was atvtacxed frem .
bsth North and Vest and overcome withoui difficulty, and a maochlne
gun was captured here., This gun was mountied later in one of our
Posts and used against the snemy. The assaulcing wave lay up
just West of enemy WARNETON Line wire. Ho shell fire was axper-
lenced by the .mem while lying up howe.

INDITION OF POSTS. -

-Bomen V Post (about U«5sbs749), 76 ysrde of trench
dug here 33 ft., deep and firaﬁg%qﬁg. Commuaication trench to 1t
rung along old ensmy trenoh ® XIWVI A .2 Roasd.

Posts Roman IV (0.35,d.642.) and IIX (0.35.4,66438)
are practically conaected. 150 yards ef trench dug and fire-
bayeld., depth about 3:Fft., exceypt for one bit of 20 yards which is
only about 1% £i. down.

Poat Roman IIIA (0.35.4.55.60). This posi was put in
owing to natuxre of ground which did noi afford good visw of enemy
on Left Flank from Posi Roman III., At Roman IIIA 36 yards of
trench is dug, fire-bayed and traversed to a dopth of about 3 ft.

(STANCES BLTTELE FPOS qTILL TO uli DUG.

Between Roman V and Roman IV about 30 yards.
" - Ir " " TII practically connected.
e " L v " IIIA 50 to 60 yeids.
» W' IITA" " II =about 80 yards.
communieation trench hetween RED DOTUED LINE and
these Posts ewxists only :long KIWI Road as alrealy staved,

Commuication Tirench from front line vo RED DOTTLD
LINE runs through ensmy Post 7 and i: wostly 4ff, deep. A few
gaps exist in thie {reneh.

3D DOTTED LINE. Is dug slightly forward of line a8 plamnned, continues
rom comnection with Riiht Battalion digging up to about
0e35.,8¢442,, then comes & gep for a short diestance, thea apother
section of the RaD DOMIkD LINE bohind bushes in hedge about
0e35,0¢30.36, them anothor gap of about 80 yards %o o0ld front
1ine, Pifty yards of enemy :ire was put oui in froant of RED
DOTIED LINE. Wire taken from behind enemy Posts 8 and 9.

R Ts 0s
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LVEXY SHELLING DURIULG ATTACI,

Betwesn 5 and % a«m, quiets, Men dug hard and were
reorganised, Between 10 asm, and 1 p,ms eneny was ranging with
15 om, on RAD DOTZiD LINE, Detweeu 2 and 5 peme eaamy shelling
was very heavy. Diggere were withdrewn temporerily to old

front lino.
G4 TIES. Bestimated about 150 of the enemy kilied during
Mt 5ttaﬂk| |
POR POSITIONS OF RED DOTTED LINL AND POSTS SEE
MAP ATTACHED. _ ;
" e f LLJ
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A2 Skeleh f6 aicompeny nolés on
O/JG‘I’CLT{'Q'?'? [ O/ ‘{_*_3-1".:'{ el '4211.’(
Batlol oo, -ty 21, 417,
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APPROXIMATE POSITION
NEW LINE AND PogTS (Wla fs Vi)

3rp AUSTRALIAN Div.
ok abow b I"-n'tclh{ql-\lf \(., l
It‘.\/ SVAHE’ | 1917 fi(y 5.0007,
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PIONEER BATTALION |
HEADQUARTERS GECREI. AL F.
’ - |
Zrd Australian Division. 6297/

' the |
for your information that
iar aaraengzgézzinﬁight ;lank, during the recent diversion, was duly

carried out:-

Preparations were made at the outset, O fi::h?zganggia:ngg
fyom U.ll.Central, but owing to alterations in the

ture of the
Wet weather, the sloppy na
und Ont;ccggnt giazziéa of transpordt, cnnaidernbé& gb;;z;leﬂa§3§
%Euha vaiguma? -Aigorderea, the d%;:hargihzggizzdrzﬁnuiiblE fo; o
nutes. wea e
ggnti:uzg E;raigzg?raggliia wind direction 1 to 2 degrees north of Wesi
gchar :

at 3-50 a.%.

From 3#50 to 4-20, the @ rsonnel were gigﬂlmhzzg% rggrg glik
U.5.4.8-2, along inhe front line to U.5.d.4-8, an ’
s eslle W™y

. ™ 0 Uilllblﬁ‘?il
having shifted, the discharge was carried on from U.5.d =2 t

w

tion. _
ing from gas and exhaus : g
S ‘ ( LIE UT.COLONEL,

23T B W P 6.0. 3rd. Australian Pioneer BattlneAeLl.F.
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