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WOGESTIONE FOR IMPROVIMENT OF OUR RREATIONS WITH FINLAND

It is obvious that in our present position in the KOLA Peninsular
the attitude of FINLAND towards us is a question of vital importanee.
As far as ean be foreseen at present it even seems probable that in
the near future FINLAND may definitely deelare war on the Allies. The
differenge between a friehdly or hostile FINLAYD on our Western flank
along the length of the MURMAN Railway is so enoymous, that it is vital
for us to endeavour in every possible way to bring about a good under=
standing with this wountry,

With the plan proposed by the various Allied legations at Stoek=
holm, i.e. , bo state that we are prepared to hand over PRTCHENGA to
FINLAND at the end of the war, I am in absoiute disagreement. To do
so would at onee abselutely destroy our influenee in Rusgia not only
in this distriet but amongst all paisotie Russians, Our statements
here have been most oxplieit. That we are here to help Bussia to main-
tain the integrity of her territory against German or other aggression,
1f, after this, we new say that after the war, FINLAND is to have a free
hand to despeil Russia, then we are at once convigted ¢f bad faith and
all patriotie Russians will leave us, There is ho doubt that to the
sdueated Russian the guestion of any cession of Russian terrdtory is
a very serious matier. For example, last week I proposed to the Sevdep .
to send a eompany of Rod Finns to reinforee the garrisém at Petshenga.
At onoe I was faeed with most vehement opposition, whieh was antiru%j
based on the grounds ef the danger of allowing even a Red Fign, and as
sueh bitterly opposed to the present Finnish Government, to entsr inte
Petohenga for fear of a temptalion to annex #6 it for his country. But
there are, I suggest, other methods whieh might be used to bring about
a good urderstanding with FINLAND,

As far as my information goes, the feeling of the mass of the
Finng is very anti-German, notwithstanding the faet that the pro-
German minority, headed by Saio have snatched the power. Here we have
one péint to work on, Let us take advantape of their present discon-f
‘tent with their Cerman Allies and foster il by every means, not only
for present nilitary advantages but also for post<war sommercial advans
tages which might aerue. In this we ean suroiy et mueh help from the
Scandinaviam eeuntries, whose interests in blookgﬁg Gorman domination
are eoincident with cur own,

There are two immediate steps whieh should be taken if we desgide
on this line of zetionte-

(1) Both England and Ameriea to recognise the independanee of

FINLAND.,

(2) To guarrantee FINLAND, on eertein eonditions, a regular monthly
supply of foodstuffs.

As regards (1), unless we are prepared fér this it does not
seem likely that we shall meet with much suecess in any negiotiatien.

As regards (2) the present foed situation in FINLAND is de-
plorable, Germany has failed in her promise to foed FINLAND. This

point shall be rubbed in by} our propaganda departments. The suppl
eould be made through Seandinavia at a'monthl¥ rate of say 10,005pt2ﬁn.
0

Our own agents should be allotted fo FINLARD superintend the issue
and to pguard against any food going to Germany., Thus we eould establish
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©ffielal agents throughout the eountry who sould.form s framework for
an effeetive anti-German prepagands. ~

attashed to the issue of—fuod should bes-

(1) Guarantees of non=gooperation df Finnish troo
pre=war Russo<-Finnish borded

(2)  EBeonomio advantages

The eonditions to be

pe in any offene

sive movement beyond the

for a'term of yoars after the var,

(8) Steps to be taken dowm towards gradual extinetion of German

influenege.

We should at the smme time make & deelaration of our objest in

interforing at MURMAN and emphasise the faet that we h desi
to injure FINLAND or her interests, ST g v S

I eonsider that, bearing in mind the

- economie and food git
in FINLAND, suehpoliey affor Rone ot One S0 nituslite

ds’'a reasonable chanege of success, and a8
G."'Um.ﬁt B

It is known thag ne§otiatinns for supply of wheed corn were en-

tered with FINLAND dup a8t Autumn and failed, but j
the Finn had the now broken SRS in those days

romise of Ge to fall b
also the faed situation was - oy S ack upon and

not nearly so bad as now, If this 2pTee-
ment were to eome about it would

ascist our operations
by foreing Germans into
emanating from FINLAND'
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