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ier, is known as the MURMAN
the South of KANDALASHA being

The whole area is a huge expanse of JUNDRA ,impass~
ible in Summer and covered with deep snow in Winter;
very thinly inhabited with only a few very bad rosds.
Large lakes,forests and rivers abound everywhere,

The climate 1is cold in Winter,the maximmm eold we
ever registered in this part of the country being -50°
Fahr, In Summer the weather is often extremely hot and
muggy,the maximum heat ever registered being 85°Fanr,
Winter sets in at the beginning of November when the
rivers start to freeze. The te Sea does not usually
freeze till the end of December or the lst week in Jan-
uary, when all the ports close, The Vhite Sea is clear
again for navigation about the first week in May,

In Spring and Autum both sessons are short, and while
they last 1t 18 hot by day and cold by night,there
usually being about 10° frost. The port of MURMANSK 1s
ice free the whole year round.

Other important ports are KANDALAKSHA,CHUPA,KEM
(POPOFF) and SOROKA. The decond being the best having
wharf accomodation for three boats at a time,and capable
of taking ships drawing 28 feet draught.

The country is reputed to be rich in minerals,
but the chief trade 1s done in flshing which is some of
the best in the world,

The people who inhabit this region fall into four
classes,

(1) North of KANDALAKSHA, Russian Laplanders
who live a nomad existence and derive an
existence by trading with furs,fish,reindeers
eto.

(2) KARELIANS, are agricultural peasant folk who
make their living by fishing,hunting and
growing a small quantity of wheat during the
summer.,

(35) The small community of traders who live in
the ports on the White Sea coast.

(4) People who were imported as labourers from
other parts of Russia to bulld the Murmansk
railway, These people were for the most part
a poor class of humanity. During the war
with Germany,the Russian Govermnment had made
offers of exemption from Military Service to
those who would work on the Murmansk Railway,
This offer was eagerly taken up by many men
of a low type. Consequently as the number of
labourers imported was very large,the class
of individual in the MURMAN Region was on
the whole a bad one, being lazy,untrustworthy
and of'ten most dishonest, Moreover the fact
that the country was poorly administered and
money very short did not tend to improve matters.
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Events in NORTH RUSSIA in 1918, and the formation

237th Infantry Brigade.
rart 2.

1.The original

Role,strength & The purposes for which the SYREN Force landed in
camposition,& North Russia in May and June 1918 wereile
‘the landing of (1) To prevent the Germans gaining the ice free portis
the SYREN force of MURMANSK and PECHENGA with a view to utilizing
N.RUSSIA,& the them as Submarine bases for destroyiny shipping.
loecal levies |
which were (2) To support the loyal elements in North Russia in
raised. 1918, their struggle against Bolsheviam.
The original foree which came out under the command
of Major General C.M.MAYNARD,,D.3.0. consisted of:-
Headquarter Staff(on the basis of an Infantry Brigade)
Detachment of Marines strength about 450,
2563 Machine Gun Company 200,
2 Companies 29th Battn.London Regt. 250,

Soon after the arrival of thislfnrce, work was at
once stadted on raiain? local lavies to combat our
s

various enemies who existed in North Russla at that

time. The various levies ralsed were:-

(2) The Red Finn Legion under the eommand of Colonel
BURTON, Canadians, at KANDALAKSHA and ENYADJA
GUBA, These were recruited from the Red Finn Army
whiech had been driven across the Finnish - Russian
Frontier by the victorious White Finns who had
invited CGerman aid.

The KARELIAN Regt. under the command of Col.FP.d.
WOODSe, DeS.0. which was recruited in the area
KEM - VOKNAVOLOK - UKTA - KESTENGA,and composed
of Karelians who wished to drive out the White
Pimna. who had come across the frontier to loot
thelr villages,

The SLAVO - BRITTANIC ALLIED LEGXION,and other
Russian levies, the latter officered by Russian
Of ficers of the old Imperial Russian Armies, and
were inténted to form the nuecleus of the new
Russian Army. The former was raised entirely
under British supervision,and officered by
Eritish and Russian Offlcers,

In addition to the above forces, a strong
Battalion of Serbs which had made its way from ODESSA
to MURMANSK 4in April 1918, was inecluded in the force.

This Unit was composed of CZECHS,CROATS and SERBS
many of them desérters from the Austrian Army.

T
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They were mn?iriﬂmtly disciplined men and
absolutely reliable as Troops.

gy Pt 1 pab + and artt.ﬁnn formed
wvho was an extremelLy ca e man
the Unit from the shattered r-niu of ecertain
SLOVAK Divisions which had been fighting on the ROUMANIAN
front. A number of N.C.0s, were provided from this Unit
as Instructors in the various loeal levies which were
raised, The st h of the Battalion in November £218
was just over 1, men.,

2. The Situaticn The first half of 1918 in FINLAND was marked b; many
in FINLAND, fierce interniecine st g, Bventually the White
Nov.1918. (Greater Finledders) with the help of Germans ,drove

o the Red Finns,such as remained them, across the frontier
into Russia, where many were sted the Red Finn
Leglion, while other found protection under the Bolshevik
Govermment in Russia,

By July 1918 there were 55,000 Germans in
the bulk of whom were concentrated in the
ROVANIEMI, whence it was their intention to
rallway Northwards to PECHENGA and MERMANSK,
doing the PINNS hoped to gain possession of
which would be incorporated in Finland, at
of Russia who could not at that time keep
The Cermans at the same time intendsd to
ports as Submarine bases; which would have been a
gserious menace to us had they succeeded in doing

It was in order to combat this movement that the
Finn Legion was raised,

Simultaneous with this movement, the ¥hite Fimns
started to invede EARELIA with a view to
KARELIA and getting possession of the ports of
and KEM on the White Seas

By November 1918 both the above movements had
failed. The first on sccount of the withdrawal of the @
German forces in Finland,owing to the reverses suffered
by them in France. The second because the KARELIANS
were able to successfully drive out the White Fimms
from KARELIA with the help of the British,

It will therfore be seen that 1little or no hostility
wag to be feared from Finland by the middle of November
except small raids into KARELIA by bands of White Fimns
in search of food and loot.

Oe The
BOLSHEVIES. The relations between the Bolsheviks and the Allles
at the time #f the landing of the SYREN forece in North
Russia were of a strange nature., ¥ar had not been
declared by Oreat Britain against the Bolshevik Govermment.
On the other hand Great Britain did not recognise the
Bolshevik Govermment.

Our reason for landing at MURMANSK and FETCHENGA
was 80 as to prevent these ports from falling into the
hands of the Germans,it being implied at the same time
that any attempt on the part of the Bolsheviks to frustrate

our attempts at occupation, would be met by forece 1if
necessarye.

During the period May - August 1918, bands of Red
Guards came North along the NURMANSK railway. These bands
were 111 diseiplined and little better than hooligans.
They were whenever possible disarmmed and didpersed,

. 8%
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In all the ghief towns along the railway, sush as
KANDALAKSHA,KEM and BORONA locel Soviets wore established
and held sway over thefw own partioular areas in all
mattors municipal and political,

the sumer our troops penetrated South
along the line and by the end of July 1918 we had
eatablished a small force in the town of SOROKA on the
"hite Sea about 830 versts South MURMANSEK,

This last aet alaxmed the Bolsheviks to sugh an
extent, that fearing further {incureions the Allies to
the Southj under dance of two of the ef Bolshevik
COMMISS in the town,both bad characters SALONIN and
SPIRIDONOFF, the more preminent Bolshevilks fled Southward s
by train, destroying the railway depot at SOROKA ‘and
burning all the briﬁgau between OLIJPI and the OHDA river,
At whieh latter place a Bolshevik outpost was esteblished,

During the month of Ogtober 1918, owing to the
gradual oocupation of the country by the Alllies,and the
111 favour with whieh the Soviet CGobvernment was viewed in,
the system of Soviet Covernment in the MURMAN Area came
to an end, thus severing all alleglance with MOSCOW,
and 2 provisional Govermment of North Russia was estabe-
1idhed, At the head of the Government was General
MILLER Governor General of ARCHANGEL with the Region of
HURMANISK affiliated to it,under Assistant Covernor
General KERMOLOFF,

S e L _ N 3 _F X &N __§ _J |

Policy in Russia at the eénd of 1988,and the formation

and composition of 237th Drigade,

le Reinforecements

from in view of the menacing situation in Finland during
the summer of 1918, reinforcements had been demanded
ENGLAKD. from ENCLAND, These reinforcements took the shape of a
- complete Infantry Drigade, with some Batteries of
Artillery, and some hdminlﬂtrativa troops.

The Prigade formed for this purpose was she 236th
Srigade,and consisted of four Dattalions reided from
low eategory men,under the command of Brigaedier-General
MsTURNER, yCeBy ;ColleGe The cadres of the Units came from
Battalions which had belonged to divisions which had.
suffered severe casualties during the various German
offensives Mareh « July 1918, The battalions reformed werejge
17th Battn, Eing's (formerly in 30th Division)
6th Battn Yorkshire Ragf..ifumarly in 1llth Diruim;
13th Battn, " " " 42nd "
éé;hﬂﬂ;t «Royal Sussex Regt«(formerly in 32nd Division)

+ e LOY»
and were formed at ALDERSHOT,

These Units embarked to proceed overseas in Sept.
1918, but it was not until the end of November that
the last Units arrived at WURMANSK,

Of the above the 17th Kin#s Iiverpool Regt, went to
ARCHANGEL in error,and in view of the situation .there,was
retained and never joined the SYREN foree at all.

#
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2. Formation 4 y

of BOTth . Pollowing on the notification that these reinforce-

Brigade & the  ments were due to arrive,it was decided earl in Noveme
sation wer to organise the Area ocoupied by the 8 force

of the Area inte four Arean.

ecoupied
th;uﬁlli;E! (a)line of Cormunication area, the rallway as far as

into two POLIARNI KRUG under the conmand of an eOeBe H.Qrs,
Aread. at KOLA, This area was divided into two gectorsi-
No.l MURMANSK to IMANDRA (ineclusive)
" o IMANDRA (exelusive) to POLIARNI KRUG (inekusive)

{(b) 256th Brigade area from the Artie Ogean to an East |
and West Line POLIARNI KRUG (inelusive) « South shore
Lake PYAVOZERO, due west to the Pinnish Frontier,

H.Qre. 236th.Brigade, KOLA.

lo) 257th Brigade to be responsible for the area to the
Ssuth of the above lineand East of Finnish Fronther.
HeQre., KEM,

(d) The PECHRNGA CGarrison.

The main Allied troops were allotted to the two
Brigades as follows:-

236th Bril Eldﬂ »

Italian Troops. 11th Battn.Sussex Regts,(less H.Q.

French Ski Coy. and 2 Coys.at PECHENGA)

Marine Detackment. Finn Legion.

6th Battn Yorkshire Regt. British Artillery and one
French Battery.

stth Hrigﬂ.dﬂt i‘.-'\J'E.KLIE.

loth Battne. YDI‘E{’ shire He g't .

283 M.G.Coye.

Karelian Regte.

Serbian Patin.

Prench Artillery (less one battery) and armoured
tl‘ﬂin .

The H.,Qrs. Staff 237th Prigade with the exception
of the Staff Captain was mobilised at MYTCHETE Camp atv
the end of September and beginning of Oectober 1918, and
sonsisted of 1 Officer(Brigade Ma jor-Capt«G.Drake-brockman
Border Regt) and 24 O.Rs. These salled frem DUNDEE on
October 12th and finally arrived at MURMANSK on Nove
26th,  The (.0.C. Brigadier-General FeG . MARSH, ,De50,
was at that time slpeady in Russla, but no Staff Captaln
had been offieially apvointed.

Role allotted
to 257th In ascordance with instructions received from GeHeQo
Brigade SYREN, at commencement of November,the role to be adopted
during the by the 237th Brigade during the Winter was to be as foll~
winter. owst:-
- (1) To safeguard the rallway from KANDALAKSHA Southward

(8) To prevent as far as possible incursions by White
Pinns aecross the Earelian frontier.

(3) To open up the route SOROKA - ONEGA, and thus
establish conmmication with ARCHANGEL Forece.

(4) To undertake such offensive actions against
the Bolshevik forces as might be ordered by
the ql_-ﬁlcl in C. SYREN Forcee.

It was also irntended to push forges into the
Olonetz Region with a view to enlisting recrults so as to
form an Olonetz Blttg.rur gervice against the Bolsheviks.
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peaial oporations which
inter,it was declded to
from various Units in the
be composed of Infantry,
s follovai=
Officers. DelBe
s 180,
184
Oe
O

%

TOTAL 24

veryman was equipped with 8kis and speclal Winter
Sath ecuimment and training was carried out unier
nerelzlion of IientsSTENHOUSE and HUSSEY, members
H :“i.’" : |-h-"-l‘-fj':lenq' ?ﬂ1:':l ﬂm‘ﬂttiﬂn tﬁ t.hﬁ h!'tiﬂ:
most active men in the various Units were to
, for wadk in these columnse Sledges drawn
nanlos were to bhe used for Transport purposes.
he Sledges were of a speclally light pattern,but in the
end did not prove a success on account of the very rough
nature of the ground,whigh caused the runners o hreak
very guleklye.

As evenis turned out no colum waAS ever used as
sugh,on account of the very slow arrival of equipnent
from ENCLAND, and because certain Units were withdrawn
to ARCHANGEL at sm early date, before thoy had time to
cammnlete thelr training,

Bash Mobile Infantry Company was organised into
leadquarters and 4 Sections;, each section gonsisting of
4 sguads,one of which was a Lewls Cun sguad,

The following Units in the S57th Origade area provided
doblle Colunms,

13th Tattalion Yorkghire Regle 1 Colummne
Serhian Battalion, 2 Columnse

- " Fa !
Karelian Regte o Lolunmse .

In addition a suparmobile Unit was formed known as
the MALNUTES which sonsisted of sledges drawn by dog
teams and manmed by Canadian Personnel, Owing to the
late arrival of the dogs the teams were only fully
i rained when the thaw set in. Some very useful work was
however carrled out by the MALNUTES.

L ¢ "he Bricade 1iself was divided up inte two districts.
E.;:é'mh m?ﬁ;lm sl Distriet frov r'.'i',(trmlusiff.‘s) to PGLI._,'EEEH ERUG (execle
57th Brlgade usive) under Col,W0ODS, No.2 District KEM teo South ofh
Area 6th Decamber SOROKA under Col.LECKIE, This or;r;n:nmat.ion “ﬂ{ﬁu - .
1918. gequently found to be unservicesbls and Wwas altered(yide O0+07.§

y December 6th,1918, the troops in 237t¢h DBrigade
area were distributed as given in the féllowing tablet-
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