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| A NDIX
Y _ APPE C’\ 001

CONFIDENTIAL
THE ENEMY'S TACTICAL METHODS EAST OF YPRES.
. The accompanying Huati‘fj Tactical Map” shows the general method which appears to

have been adopted by the enemy for defending the Gheluvelt—Zonnebeke Ridge. The sources ;’.,? b B
of information from which 1t has been prepared are mainly prisoners statements, captured [
documents, photographs and the aectual experience gained by our own troops in the severe
fighting in this locality during the month of August. Reference has also been had to the enemy’s
typical methods of defence in depth and his prineiples of counter-attack which are now well known.

As to the experience gained by our troops in the recent fichting in this loecality (by the Army
on our left) the analysis of the enemy’s actual movement and their sequence under those
conditions in which he made his various counter-attacks shows that his scheme of defence was
centred on that part of the ridge between Dumbarton Lakes and the North side of Polygon Wood
and that he put his dependence upon his ability to heavily counter-attack there within a few
hours after our objective had been gained.

Analysis shows further that it did not much matter—within say a thousand yards limit—
where our front line had reached, these plans and their execution were much the same and
were thas typiecal for this area and probably so perfected in their arrangements as to be always
ready to be earried out under ehanging eondivions. Then too his general characteristics are
such that he will doubtless continue to use a well tried plan which has not been ]111::1-:iug*in a
measure of success.

It is therefore to be expected that the enemy, being committed to these plans of defence for
: this area, will put them into effect again in the same way as he did in August and that he will
continue to fight desperately to retain this high ground as being essential to the safety of his

various lines to the South.

L)

The enemy’s arrangements for defence in depth, his preparations and the promptness with
which his larger counter-attacks were carried out, make it appear that he is applyving to this
battle the principles of his counter-attack policy to the fullest extent as outlined in those
general orders on the subject issued by the Fourth German Army and the Ypres and Wytschaete
Groups subsequent to the Battle of Messines: (Translation of these have already been issued
with Second Army Intelligence Summary, August 81st: G.H.Q., Ia 88878). The following are
extracts from such orders issued by the Ypres Group, June 138th.

‘ . = 4 i 3 -
“The [ollowing comprehensive orders for the action of Counter-Attack Troops are issued
in view of present conditions:—

“The experience of all recent fighting has shown that immediate and rapid counter-attack
| carried out by reserve battalions, which have been kept concentrated in close proximity and arve
| provided with field artillery held in readiness to move (counter-attack artillery), leads to the
i immediate recapture of the whole position.

“In such cases, it has been possible for the counter-attack artillery to gallop up in the open,
and direet a very heavy fire on the English who had penetrated at certain points.

* Preparations for counter-attacks to be carried out within the divisional sector must be
made by the division in that sector.

“The basis of the preparations should be that, at the approach of a hostile attack all
reserves will be placed at the complete disposal of the divisional commander, the resting
battalions of the division will, at the same time, be brought into and in front of the 3rd line
’ilus.ibiun, and the counter-attack regiments will be brought closer up.

“If one division only is attacked, it can rely on the Group placing at its disposal for
immediate counter-attack about three additional battalions and two or three batteries of field
artillery. |

“The employment of Second Line Fighting Divisions is to be prepared in the same way.
The following general principles apply to their employment :(—

“They will, at first, be billeted in the rear billeting areas. From there they will be brought
forward into forward bivouacking areas, where they will bivouack in concentrated groups of
infantry regiments with artillery. Billets muvst not be expected, as units must be kept togéther
and villages and camps will, at this period of the attack, be for the most part under fire. %

“On the approach of a hostile attack, troops will be brought forward from the forward
bivounacking areas to their assembly positions for the attack, and will there be held in readiness.
Attention must be paid to protection against aerial observation.

&
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, “The troops will be best disposed in infantry regimental groups. They must deploy at an . » o

early moment, so that when they receive orders, or a hostile attack takes place, the counter-
attack ean begin without any loss of time.

“ Single batteries will be allotted to infantry regimental groups for tasks to be carried out
in direct co-operation with the infantry (anti-tank defence and the engagement of machine
guns). These artillery units should remain with their teams hooked in.

_ “The remaining batteries will remain in a position of readiness, which should face
according to the requirements of the situation, their teams within easy reach.

“The schemes for the employment of the second line fighting divisions, must, above all, be
based on the consideration that the counter-attack will have to be carried out between the 2nd e
and 3rd line positions and beyond the 2nd line position, with the object of at once retaking any
of our guns which have been lost and eventnally recapturing the whole position. The positions
of readiness for batteries will be chosen correspondingly far forward, as also their observation
posts and battery positions, which must be reconnoitred and fixed.”

In view of the foregoing, the accompanying map may be studied with special reference to
the area in question and the enemy’s intentions can be readily seen,

The position of Divisional Reserves varies with the tactical situation and the nature
of the ground. Whereas ovdinarily in normal periods these may be 5,000 to 7.000 yards
in rear they appear to be brought up to about half that distance when an attack by us seems
imminent or when we have already attacked. In any case when, for greater security, there are
three regimenus of a division in line, all their battalions are pushed up closer to the front and

consequently handier for meeting attack, but at the same time offer a better target for our
artillery.

1t 1s interesting to note in this connection that after the loss of his front line positions on
July 31st and the consequent dispersion of the divisions holding those positions the enemy
adopted the plan of keeping only two regiments in line and holding the third intact as an
immediate counter-attack veserve. This regiment appears to have generally been in position
about 5,000 to 7,000 yards in rear and to have been ready for immediate local counter-attack.
Now, however, having resumed the three-regiment disposition again on this front he has lost
the advantage of this strong compact local striking force.

The nature of the ground between the Menin Road and Polygon Wood is such that these
reserve positions are up close under the crest of the ridee and their approaches are also well
under cover. Such reserves being in temporarvy position are located in whatever cover can be
secured, such as trenches, dug-outs, huts, or even farm billets: in some cases, as has been -

recently reported by prisoners, tents are used set out in the open at night but removed in
dayv-time. _

These forward positions (marked “S. V.” on the map) being taken into use when *special
vigilance " is in force, it is evident that the time element is important and the enemy may be
expected to move from them without delay. He consequently will deploy direet from the
positions themselves. Such deployment from the four S, V.” positions shown would be at about ‘|
the normal distance from any objective he may have. i

There are, in this case, several reserve divisions called * Counter-attack Divisions™ at the |
disposal of the Group (Corps), and these may be sent to any divisional sector or may be split up
amongst several. If a large counter-attack is made with, say, a division strength, the
concentration would take some time (e.g., at Zonnebeke on August 16th), as it would have to
come up from well in the rear, and considerable notice as to its time and place ought to be
secured from R.F.C. and other sources. It is significant, however, that most of the enemy’s
counter-attacks were made with.one or two battalions only, and the cause of this can be readily
seen from the distribution of the reserve positions close up and convenient to the battle line or
from his practice at the time of holding the third regiment intact in loeal reserve.

What the enemy will do just prior to an attack by us—if he.suspects it—or after our attack ¢ 4
is launched, can be surmised from the general position of his reserves which are close up. If N
he has not already pushed his * 8.V."” Battalions up from their normal positions he will do so
without delay; if he has already done so he will bring up portions of his ecounter-attack
Divisions to the normal positions which lie behind the threatened sector, and will, if he
contemplates a large counter-attack, bring up the remainder of the Counter-Attack Division by
various means, by say, both busses and railway and concentrate prior to attack. All of these
movements to and from these known areas will afford targets for our Artillery and R.F.C. In
general the small counter-attacks seem to have been launched within two or three honrs after
our zero, while in the larger attack seven to ten hours were required.

That the enemy will counter-attack within a few hours after zero is certain and it is equally
certain that he will mainly employ the same methods as he did in August. As to where these
may take place, a study of his action on the former oceasions, having reference to the nature of
the ground, makes it reasonable to expect that counter-attacks may be made:—(1) Astride or
South of Tower Hamlets, (2) on the North of Menin Road, (3) on the North side of Polygon :
Wood, or (4) toward the Hanebeke, about Anzac, as before. | | >

Seeond Army Intelligence, C. H. MITEHELL, Lieut.-Col., G.8.,
September 16th, 1917, for Major-General, General Staff, Second Army.

¥. 8, On —1085—800-17-6-17
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