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X | | APPENDIX . D &

First ANZAC Corps,
Intelligence.,

2nd September, 1917,

1., DESCRIPTION of Enemy Arss opnoaite Corps Front.

(2) 'ﬂpODé. The wajority of woods in this district have been
entirely destroycd or very much thinned, |

| POLYGON WOOD = J.9 and J.l0. . Only undergrowth & to 4
feet high remains, Area in J.9 central 1ls marshy, North and
- Northeast shores are dry, Southern edge of Wecod uscd as billets,

HOLLEBOSCH WOoCD - J.1%,D, partially destroyed, Tall
trees still remain on Southern end Esstern edges, Remainder of
ground shown on mops &s wooded is under cultivation, The whole

wood uscd 28 rest billets,

HANBEZKE 'WOOD, Entirely destroyed, Inceey posts in
c:noretcd dug--uts and 21d artillery pesitions,

NONHE BOSCHEN - J.8.b, and 4.  Mcrshy but passable,
Forma part of Germen front line, Enemy advanced post at J.8,d.l1.4,
vaapproacheble from the West,

GILENCURSE WOOD - J.14.a, end b, Northern part very
mershy end impasseble in bad weather, sunken roed J,14,0.2,.9.
with high banks ccontalning dug-outs, Strong point at J,14,0.8.8,
ccmusnding 8. W, approaches,

INVERNZSS COFSE, Held by isclated poﬁts. iiain centre
of resistence in cdug-out poste in J,1l4.d, No wire,

(v) LAKIS ené STREANS

:  ZONIEBEKE LAKE - D.%8.=, Is only a shzllow pond with
dry, firm benks, ifter heavy rain the valley in which thie lake
lies 1s very marshy. _

| PRUTTLAILKE RROCK - J.16, 16 and 17, Has two brancghes
Joining ot J.19.8,1.<, Both cre small end form no obstaole., Ground

both sides elweys dry,

EANIEEBFTKE RIVER - runs from J.8.b, N,¥, te Reilway at
D.26.c¢.8,8 ("eet Brovch) end from POLYGON WOOD at J.4.c. ta Railweay
¢t D.26.8.5.0 (Bestern Branch),

West Brench, River 5 feet deep and 8 feet wide at
Ragilway . Steep banks much deanaged by artillery, Sendy bed and

no wire in this straan,
En=zt Branch,. Very narrow and fomis no cbstasle,

(¢) TOPOGRAPHICAL FTATURES. The dominating feature of the
German position opposite the Corne Front is the ZROUDSEINDE - PECELAET
Ridge whiech froms & large and level plateau, Permits of observaticn
scrnss the Ypres velley t~ the Wesxt anc to Mourslede to the East,

POLYGON WOOD BUTTE, BUTTE ot J.10.8.7.8, 26 to 30 feet
high: used as 0,P, |

FURTHER ENRIY O,.P.'s, High P.ints on BROQODSEINDE -
BECELARRE Road &t D.2%.0.7.6 and D.,23.¢.4.0,
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2.  ENBQY METHOD OF HOLDING HIS LINE.

e boundary of the YPRIS Group and the WYTOSCHARTE Group runs
the Corps sector &t J,9. central, “*From the YPRES - RO
e =, paillway to the group boundary, about J,.8.central, the diviegiennl
gector has during operaiions been held on a twe regimental front,
the remaining regiment of the division being held in reserve as the
sounter-attack reglment of the Divislon,

—

From recent evidence, this policy appears to heve been di scon-
tinued, and there is evidence that nhie ezomy has reverted to his old .
gcheue (aa3 adopied in the WYTSCHASRTE Grovp) of having all three re-
giments of the Division represented in the line,

Thig may bz only a temporary measure, conseguent heavy losses,
but, neverihsliess, mwnst be consldarad as a pussible change in the
method of hording hée iine in the YPRES Graup,

As actual tienoli lines have practically ceased to exist, the
line is no ~ong:r held in strength, and the battallons in front and
gupport ere Cistribuled in aepra in snell holesg, dug-outs and cone
creiad Dlooir Moress Jeaitersd about ever the country -- they form
diffiocult turgets for the artiiliary.

Tha eacav apnears to rely on hisg machine-guns 1or hulding the
line, «id an evey -prepared Scesstruppen within easy distance of first
and support lines, Ceopoealment is emphasised and very littls movee
ment seen

5, GENERAL ATTTICULE OF THE ENHMY.

- The general atiituds of the eansry 18 eggressive, both in trenoch
fighting and in artiliaery, cniping by rifle and meachine-~-gun is ac-
tively indulg:d 1a, aad is very acourats, -

Any eggrassion on ovr pert is immedlately retallated oa, and
enemy tvoops ere 2o dlepossed o aommter-attacks develap almi3:c As
quickly &8 the attack, uwita the rssult that considarabl: onposiiion
{a enccuntzrad 7307 serly in the 2pevations, snd though sllgnt at

first, loorvescea tue further our troops advanve,

Ths oelisy ef the sceey Lie¢ to remain hiddzn from view during
the daytime, not oaiy ia the fvamt syavem of defenc2, bYut in rast
billete 4n raa2v as weil, Toua ona diviesioa i{a reportad te sic3p
under canvas by nigzat, bat 21l tsnts are taken aewn and ceaoealed
under tress throvghout the day.

The enenv's avrtillery is very active snd shelling is hawitual,
Qur main approssies and rezds are regularly flxaed on te time-table,
The eremy, hewever, is very slow te note changes in our approascies,

Counter-battery work is also systematio ard effactive, A great
deal of tire is spent on & few of our battery powiticae and the mere
gsemblence of activity from ene of our batteries wovld in most caazes,
ve sufricient to divert attention frem other pesitiens.

Field guns are net nearly se noticesable in toelT activity during
the day, but they are brought up fer n?get £1sing ehlefly with gas
shells directed un cvr arprecunes {especiclly 14 7ille¥r:ke arez and
the Railwey), Freny aviiliezy acti-dly conen orieily Trem tha
BECODSEINIRE Tldge erea, BECELAERE, an lecs intensgively from the
GHELUVELT s&res,
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— 8. __PRECIS of RNVMY ITIRENCES.

The enemy ias ihree lines uf”ﬂ&fanneﬂaﬂppﬂﬂitd“thamcu:pa”Frﬂnfkfﬁ

(512 An advanced ling of shell holes, .
Lo T WITMN Stelling (LANCIIACY - GHRLUVELT Line)

(4548 mhe L

REATY SO R ELT.:}].LI."].E 3 {tﬂ'rlﬂtm{E - STADEN Linﬂ_)

(1) SHELL HOTHS. "me Fromt 10 .

'_' .3 - - L -.I = l_‘_, "_‘_".-"_-} i H Ilald b}r oEtE in n
dug-outs, consolidazed shell holep and vld z-iii) e?y* jole Eitin;:cratﬂd
. »

disposed in dsaptli 2.d amied with light nashine-guns

tillery. The wire defences hrve Ddzen entirely degtroyed by our are

_ il & TIITATAT o Tivsn : =t &
having been Brastioesis Siiis trare it eXL5tnt 80 & trenoh Line,
: ~ALBLLY Golltarated DY onr hunibardasnt T +
L t 3 S I i : ~aasnt, xnent
E'ﬂnl.:.'f",,::"-!I PREBL3 - o~ s B o P T ARVR Shi e ICDOEeE = tha amanyv dar s ;—-" ﬂéﬂdfﬂr
;hft-ﬂ {-i;:la, Z;J*:;*.": 135 D9 troops dlsdesed iu dapii in aheliaps
Uuts {bleczhouges Yelvuz vsod whara % S o S
. N ¥y WOk Taale L d".l suts ara j_m 50 ]
¢asy reash of <hie WILIII Stellung. : BE0HRaRse)amyilin

ontlezid Tﬂef3”193*3Ut3 ara sirongly conoreted and very well came-
1 ﬁfﬁ- Qﬂd weld fora serious akstaoles i3 tha avazt af an advance
e - r& ln n 'h -F.' tr']' 3 -p!-y. - l: L § - — o & 'h.l' i s -:. : X .
The W Teont of 118 positlon no ~onger forus an obstzcle,

h%} Tﬂ“ELﬁHﬁEaﬁ STELIUNY I, Ig in better condition thian the

- eLiunlg, 0ai 1he patural ocvadition of the sell is auan as
twengly eatremched resitlaen very diffionlit te uans{runt
The wire hare ves extrenpely st ' :

ire he . tran ftroug and although emuslderabl

damaged during wecent tperatisns may still ka3 regarded ;a an abﬂtacley

Tqere is no evlidence of recent work on t2is positicn and tﬁe

eaemy cacme content to lazave the trevicnes iv ap incewplats conditien

TE]}'iIJéT fon pestecticon fo s : ,
-l:- # e - b it A e g '-rr ﬂ-l.. ::l tufjﬁpiﬂ ﬂr“ t‘l:!'e Etl.l,;‘ . GE-1H . . - -
outs in 3t and ismedistely to toc Toet of it ng ceuacrete dugw-:

There are two further deforce lines;

8) FLAVDERN STEILUONG 1I (FASSCEENTART ...'
fbg DAVIZEEIE Line ( 'DAETE - TERHAND Line)
N

eltheor of 1hese lines, for tre n '
_ L 60 : ; e meuent, coneist of mor
X Wire, and preperstion for the censixvctlion of dvgecuts s

Thore i3 just a trace of trenoh vork visible dn ecroplene

phoilcgraghs,
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SENVRAL JNOTR 0N TNZ) QPS5 _ON CORPS SROTOR
uricg tre recenr o7+ 2.
. 4 4L vIilengive Cpersetio _
~m~iiﬂ#,ﬂiriﬂiznx WRioh hod windovec ;Lﬂff;‘igﬂattf? enewy put into the
my for merzl opl Igeliye qLuJiﬁiéE?‘ PRLATIOR 2n the Qermax
Of these d2v: FienE 1
v e GlB NGO A2) st o ava 3 i
ualits § 1 BN 5t and JS4th Division
q €8 I rezisiing ang £1gkiing. alhave shown fairy
Of the Divipiore iw A ;
: Tl e e ) SR 1. h.h :
and 32ud  (tnye.s ﬁ*inr+nﬁ.e :{EEP:thhehpreaent roment, the 121st
e + v l-.#”'l..-._',"l.;. th 3. 9 AT -Q:..- L . -
g8ged ard has aufrores piropsrtioraie la'éiﬁ ey RERTALY - en
Thﬂ SH}”""‘U ir':-r:-t} o A i} "
ore Lomc Itvision), howevs
angd may be cxmaated - s ever, are cemparat
J SAPEXTEG o make a stout Ieslgiance, i A¥ely. frem
T8 AT ¥ B § 3
; A ot s o Ll a8 EJ.IEE.dy h&EH iden
When it suffered considerable losses, S-S geunter-attacks,
M
\
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o o 615/
8th Infantry Brigade, 5
14th Infantry Bricade, 5
15th Infentry Srigede 5
5th Pionser Batislion |
Divisionel Engineors 1
Divisionsl MHachine Gun Urfiuur1
Divisional Bombd Officer 1
A-D. %, 8.
Horevith copy 0f the Operation Urders and

copies
reports of 74th Infantry Brigade, vhich was engaged on 1lOth

&end 11th Angust in the sector of the front which it is
expected the 5th Auvstralian Division will shortly be enpguged in.

The Divislonal Commander wishes all C.0's to make a
close study of these orders which should be read in conjunction

with Ganeral Staff Memorands Nos. 153 and 104.

Under no clilrcumstances are thoese orders to be taken

hoynnﬁ'Bri;nﬁc.ﬂnsdqnart-rn vhen the Divislon goee lnto the
line; 80 Srigade Commanders will plense sée that gll coples

are collected.

Lieut-Colonel,
' aoneral sStaff,
4th September 1917. Sth Australisn Division.
Copy to:
ll.‘-l ‘ Q-ﬂ-ﬁ- _.1
B-L-QIH-G- _E
R R e 1 il > P =S\
RCDIGTOT1303
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74th BRIGDZ ORDER HNo. 7.

q---..--—----hi---------l---i-—--r-ﬂd-

Rafearence liaps: 7th ugust 1917.
HOQGZ 1/10,000.

1. INTWTICN. II Corps will capture at an 9erly date INVERNISS COP8L,
| GLENCORSE WO0D end the Southern énd of the WESTHOEX RIDGE.

73RO day and the hour cf ZERO will be notified separately.
The attack will be carrisd out by 655th Brigsds, 18th
Division, on right, 64th Brigado, 18th Divisicn in centra,
méth Brigads, 25th Division, on left.
The boundary betreen Divisions in the attock will be &
line running from road junction at J.7.4.90.15 to J.8.0.
60.25 (rocd inclusive to 25th Division) and thence to
T 5.0.95.30 ~ J.8,4.30.40 ~ J.8.d.7.6 - J.9.0.40.95 (track
fyom J,8.¢.95.30 to J.9.0.40.95 inclusive to 25th Division)

2., OBTLCPIVES. The objective of Divieions will be the BLACK line as
shevn on the attached map, viZzi-

18th Div: The approximste line J.20.8.0.8 - J.14.4.
10-15 - Jll4ibl5l1 - J1141b15 .90 -
JeB8.0.65.30,

©5th Div: The svproximate line J.8.0.65.50 - J.8.0.

: 55-70 - JiBtﬂi&Otsﬁ - 3-8-3165-35 -

Jo2.8.10.00 = Ja1.2.75.55.

3. DITAILED Tha attack of the 74th Brigade will be carried out by
PLAN, all four battalinnalfram North to South as follcws:~-

Unit Objectlive

11th Lance.Fusiliers. Egtadlishment © ine of vposte
3-25.&.60.00 tc J-lid+?5160
(already established on 6th, ]
BLAGK TINE J.1.b.20.80 (inclusive)
to J.1.4.80.50 (exclusive).

9th Loyal North lLancs, BLACKL LINE J.1.4.80.50 {inolusive)

| to J.8.8.65.7% (inclusive)

R4D LINE J.2.¢.15.40 to J.8.8.585.
75 (inclusive)

ond Royel Irish RMfles.BLACK LINE J.8.2.35.75 to J.B.8a.

50.10 (exclusive).
" RED LIEE J.8.8.586.75 (exclusive)

| to J.6.2.75.25 (exclusive),
13th Cheshires BLACK LIN® J.8.28,50.1C (inclusive)
' to 7.8.¢.65.25 {inclusive)
RED LIN® J.8.8.75.25 (1irnclusive)
)t to J.8,0.75.65 {inclueive)
(a) Dress. Battle Order (aprendix "A", dbub firet weve
will De eguipped as lightly as 0'a.C. units see fit.
(b) On afternoon of 7th one compsny from each battalion
will ba withdrawn to RAIIWAY %W0OD and billetted there.
8th Dorders will tnke cver defence of BELLE WARDE Line.
These companies will be utiliued for carrying retions
stores &nd other work on jumping off line 8th until ZERO
day., ‘revicug to attack they will each carry up to thelr
battalions a inad cf rations, water, stores, munitions,
: and wili be used by 0's.C. units to canture and hold
RED LINZ, with exception of one compeany llth Lancashire

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGIO11303
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Fusiliers which will be used by 0.C. 11lth Lancashire
Fusiliers to exploit any situation that may arise on

his front,

(c) Reserves. Bth Borders holding BELLEJWARDE Line,

1 battalion 75th Brigade RAILWAY wOOD.

(4a) 3tokes. Two Stokes will be allotted %o each Battalion.
(o) Hachine Guns. Diviuional Machine Gun Officer will
orrange Moohine oun barrage to covar the attack, snd
subsequently to protect consolidation of the line.

As soon &8s BLACK LINE is gained, 0.C. 195th lizghine

Gun Company &nd 74th Machine Gun Qompany will each send
forward four guns in their respective gsectors to suitabla
positions in, and about, JARBER SUPPORT end the BLASK
LINE on our left.

0.C. 74th Machine Gun Company will arrange for  four guns
to cover our right flank from direction of NOFFE BOSCHEN.
0.C. 195th Mschine Gun Commany Will receive orders a8 to
the disnosal of his remaining four guns from D.H.G.0.

(a) Artillery. 3Sea barrege map attachad.

The firs T of the barrsge will not De gsufficient

to s8llow troops to asseult the zreater pert of JABBER
SUPRPORT. The centre cf the barrags will be beyond, but
tha shorts will still be in JABBER SUPZORT.

This trench therefore cannot be taken until the 1ift at
2RO plus 6 minutes.

The lesding wave of ths attacking troops must be formed
up at least 150 yards from the ZERO barrage line, at
many voints it is not further poseible to form up in
our front lins. Jhere necsassary all work will be
concentrated at once on constructing a supporting line
to allow of this forming up. Time will not admit of

e yat further trench being made for the essembly of the
roar waves, these must line up in the open on tapas.

130th Fisld Compsny R.E, and 1 company 6th §.wW.Bordersrs
will be detailad to asgist in common consolidation in:
(2) 7he oconsolidation of Front Line.
(b) Wiring of front line. 2
(o) Leying out snd digging of 2 C,T's. over the ridge
to the new consolidated line.
These troovs will move immediately in rear of rear
waves of battalions.

6. ADEINISTRAT- Each unit by ZIR0 day will have 2 days rations, 2 days

ION.

7. SIGNAL
COMMUNICAT-
IOK3.

8. GENERAL.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

water (1 day in watar bottle), such munitions &as 0's.C.
unite regquire, dumned on the weatern slopes of UISTHOEK
RIDGE. Any othaer naministrative instructions will be
iganad separstoly later.

Instructions for signelling communicetions will be issusd
geparataly later. |

Advanced Brigade Headquarters will be as at prerent.
3rigade Signalling cfficer will arrange for the
synchronization of watches of all concerned 5 ta 2 hours
before Z3R0.

211 ranks are reminded that VICTORY can be assured by:
(2) Careful assembly arrangemente, 1
(b) Hugging the barrage closely,

(¢) Every men knowing his job.

(a) Determined, hard, scientific fighting.

¥
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B,

Time is short, snd conditions have not been favourzable,
but in view of what the Brigede hss achieved before on
the SOIME under infinitely worse conditions, and at
IBsSSIFSS when confronted with a very difficult task,

the results of the present operation can but be regarded
with complet” assurance. -

ACxT"On LEDGE.,

(sgd) WALTER GUINNESS Hajor,
Brigade liajor,
Iesued through ' 74th Brigade.
Signals at:-

Copies to:-

Rog. 1 & Office
11th Lancashire Fusiliers
l13th Cheshires
9th Loyal lLanecs
2nd Royal Irish Rifles
74th Machine Gun Company
74th Trench Liortar Battery
25th Division
10 75th Brigede
11 54th Brigade
12 130th Field Company R.Is
13 G.0.C. Brigade on left
14 D.1.G. 0.
15 6th South vWales Borderers.

COTHhUdGID
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ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS BUPPLEMINTARY
to 74th BRIGADZ ORDER No. 7.

N

For the forthcoming operations dumps will be made by battalions
and 1t is thought thet the prasent front line will be the best
place for thess.

™ha fArigeds Store, containing the following, is at 1.18,b.28.9
annraxiﬁataly. and each battalion will anyhow draw 50C iron
rationg and 6C tins of water.

80 boxeas S.A.A.

2.800 Mills No. O

1,168 Mills No.2d

2,000 No. 24

2,000 1" Very light.

2,000 Iron rgtions

5,000 sandbags

180 picks

J00 shovels

500 gallong of water.

0.C. 9th Loyal North Lancs asnd 2nd Royal Irish Rifles will be
ragponsible for forming the following dumps of tools for the Z.E.:-
9th Loysl North Lancs. 120 shovels and Z0 picks et J.7.b.7.0
where JAFFA DRIVE meets frgng %igeé y
a righ Riflas. 120 shovels and 20 nicks at J.7.0.0.
B where the trench forms an angle thus:
with front line

Dumps to be formed by 9 a.m. 8th instant.

\
Dumns mentioned in para. 3 are most important and 0.'s.C 9th
Loyhl FTorth Lencs and 2nd Royal Irish Rifles will revort when
these heve been formed.

The vieinity of the Brigade dump is not too healthy and only
smgll perties should be sent up 2t & time.

(egd) J.C.0.MARRIOTT Captein,
steff Captain,
74th Brigade.

7th August 1917.
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L4
SRBCRET. B0, 1l
0.C. All units of Brigade, 106th Field Co. R.E,

3rd Worcosters, 10th Cheshires, ©o6th South Weles Borderers
lst wilts. 130th rleld Co.R.E. Lisut-Col. R, I"eLIGGE DaS.0,

W N B T

Tha Brigadior congratulates 8ll raenks of the Brigade on having
carried out tho sttack today in their usual style and with the
regults that they are ascustomed to, e.g. complete succoss at
vhatovor cost,

He wishes particulerly to thank a&ll ranks of the 3rd unorcostar-
shire Regt., 10th Cheshire Rogt., lst Wiltshire Rogt. 130th
Field Co. R.B., 106th Fiold Co. R.%. 6th Battalion South Wales
Borderers (Piloneers) and Legge's horse, for their loyal and whols-
hearted sunport, whether engaged in doing partioularly nasty
cerrying work or cutting C.T's, or helping to destroy thc enemy.

All unite of the Brigade will havo done 6 days in the front
line. In s9ite of considerable casualties and very difficult ciroun-
gtances, the Bricade has onrepared for, and carried out an attack up
to standard. This is sstisfactory., At the same time the Brigadier
invites C.0's attention to the following points; he is aware that they
knov: them gll, but very often after s hard fight troops get into a
state of stupor, and the following noints are apt to be overlooked and
heavy penalties ontgiled: -

(1) Until relievod, trocops must:-
(a) By night: #ork and watch unoceesingly.
(b) 3y day: Remain motionless, while maintaining the enemy
front under a close observation.
(2) The enomy is determined to counter attack and has already made &
attempts undar & barrasge similar to our own. Two wireless messages were
intercoptsd today - 1 at 10 a.m. ordering the 238th Regt.to countor-
gttack the RIDGE immediately, 8nd another at 3 p.m. ordering the enemy
artillery to concentratoe fire on T.8.b.05.75 to J.8.8a.80.00.
(3) Careful siting of Lewis and Machine Guns and rifles to wipe out anj
enemy attack bafore it gets going, and the keeping of these arms in a
gcleaan and workable condition.
(4) Vigorous offensive sniping 211 day and night.
(5) Arrenge your defence in dopth:-
(a) Shell-holee checkor-wiso supporting and covering one anothor
in front%t.
(b)Y Lino of observation on forward slope lightly held with a fow
Lewig and Vickers guns. '
{e) Mein line sited so as to be not under direct observation of
anemy, dug &nd traversed &8 solidly as possible, snd connected witk
lina of observation by C.T's.
(4) A fow strong noints choockor-wise (e.g. machine guns and Lowis
guns in concrote structures tuv cover the main line).

Such dispositions rre mogt awkward to attack and will defeat any
ordinary ocounter-attack, for shell-hole position is intangible to
artillery 2nd infantry; observation line contains nil; artillery cannot
observe the main line without aseroplans; strong voints in rear break up
eny mein attack that may poseibly penetrate to main line, &nd serve as
kicking off point for counter attack.

(6) Tho Brigade (plus 2 battalions) will be relieved night of tho 11/12
and until then every man will stick it out, &8nd the Brigede will hand
¢ver the ground now intect.

(7) A1l units will make every effort to come out complctely equipped
with their full quota of Lewis Guns, 3tokes, Vickors, ete.

(sgd) J.C.0. MARRIOTT Ceptain,
for Brigade Major,
10th August 19217. 74th Brigads
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74th INFANTRY BRIGADE.

"
T

Qperations 103 s 2ial 50 August 1917,

Brigade 1. The object oi ile atteck on August 10th was to complete

§§:ea§§va. the capture of WIS"IDLY ZIDEE snd To gain grownd in GLEN-
CORSE wQOOD enc INVERLISE COPSE which would give obmervation
to the East and Souih-east. Tre first named task was given
to the 74tn InTen~ry Brigade, boundary with the 18th Div.
being & lire imuning from the . road Junetion at J.7.4.90.25
to J.8.0.60.2F (Roaé inclusive to 25th Div) and thencs to
JeB4G,95.30 - J.8.4.30.40 =~ J-8.4.70.60, |

The ief* flauk of the Brigade was on the YPRES - ROULERS-

Rly, tho left bavialion being echoloned forward, and haeving
by means of vigoious offencive retrelling alroady occupied

&

almoet all the ground allotted %o it. Two ob Joetives were
laid down ~ & 'BLACK LINE' to be strongly consolidated,
and & RED LINE , to be held to cover consolidation of the
BLLCK LINE, These objectives eppearcd from the map to give
good field of fire and observation, but thers proved te be
two small folds in the ground in front of the two contre
battalione whioh made it necessary to push further forward,
and to make good a line running from YPRES ~ ROULERS Rly
closa to the line of the road and tramway D.25.4.65,.05,
J-7-b-85-!0. :-11h195-45. J.B-B.IE.GO. J-B-ﬂ-cantrﬂl, thenae
%0 about 50 yurds in advance of road J.2.0.9.2 and back to
road junotion J.8,b.05.75, J.B.c.75.95 and along the RED
Line originally laid down, to Brigede boundary &t J.8.0.85.30
The attack of the Brigade was completely successful, .
all objectives being teken and held againat
ropsated counter-attacks.
The ground actually occupied wae 2,000 yards in width,
and in depth ran from 250 yards on the left to 650 ys=wdse
in the centre, and 450 yards on the right.

Battalion £« From North to South were allotted a8 follows: -

ectives, Unit %h;autive
11th Lancs. Fusiliers Eatablishmen® 0T line of posts
| Dlaﬁid16|0- to J;l.d.?ﬁ.ﬁﬂ(ﬂlrﬂﬁdy
oy 2R established on 6th) BLACK LINE
g ’ . Jelebs2.8 rinﬂluﬁi?ﬂl to Jele@e8,5
' (exolusive) -
9th Loyal N.Lanos. Regt. BLACK LINE J,1.d4.8.5,(inclusive) to
_ _ .f 318-3155175 ‘1ﬂh1“ﬂiTB]- RED LINE
J-B-u-15.40 to JeBoeB,D5.75
| (inoclusive). a1 A0S
. 2nd Royal Irish Riflee. BLACK LINE J.8.8.55,75 to J.8.8.5.1
o _ = : Exﬂluﬂi79]t ‘RED LINE J:8.,8.55.78
; B gk {exclusive) to J.8.2.75.86
v ks s - (exclusive)
13th Cheshire Rogt, ~ BLACK LINE J.B.8.5.1.(1inclusive) te
- gt : VeB8.0,65.25 (inclusive). RED LINE
"R & | Je8.,8,75.85 (inolusive) to
' : I-B.n.75:65 (111&1‘!151?3}-

Pre;aratiun O+ Rationd, water and stores complete for 4% hours for
oge - each unit were dumped on WESTHOEK RIDGE under battalion
AT¥aok., ' arrangements, Vigbrous patrolling was carried out
~ econtinuously on the whole Brigade front, This rcosulted
in the following priseners being taken:- |

' sy

)

L o
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Aug., 6th 4 s.m, 1l prisoner by 2nd R,I. Rifleas

Auvg.7th night. 2 prisoners by llth Lancs.Fusilers.

Aug.7th/8th, 1 killed B " "
(identification obtained)

As a result several posts wers pushed out and :
established on the front of the 11th Lanes.Pusiliers and
left front of 9th L.N.Lancs. and enemy posts and strong
roints were definitely located, ensbling them to be doalt
with by 4.5" Hows. on afternoon of 8th August and during dsy
9th Avgust.

On night of 9th/10th August 9th L.N.Lancs. sent out &
strong battle pstrol cf 1 officer and 50 other ranks to
clar a oertain strong point. ZEnemy were found in % th
end after an sxohange of btembs and rifle fire pat?gl %?gh
1ts cesualties , somoe four or five. 1lth Lancs. Fusiliors
and 9th L.N. Lencs. accounted for a number of the enemy
by eniping during this period. Cne officor of the 9th
L.N. Lanos secured threc on 8th. s -

The postvonocment of the attoock necessarily comnlizatod
2ll supply arrengements and oentailed withdrawing a certain
propovtion ¢f troops from WESTHOEK RIDGE to avoid over-
crowding cwing day of 9th.

At the same {ime the ground on tho morning of the 10th
wes undoubtedly in better going order and this no doubt
was impoitent fcr the 18th Division on our right.

Assemwly. - 4., Assembly wes complete by ZERO minus one hour.
(a) 11ih leneg Fueiliers., had moved 50 yards forward
during 1Ie nighi itgust 9th/1Cth and were now alil on the
BLACK I.iuse. |

An lioux 26fcore ZFRC the advanced poste of the twe right

companiec weis withiiewn to be clear of the barrage line,
One platoocn of righi zscmpany wes assembled for attaek in
two waves along tronch from J.1.4.75.55 - J.1.4.6.6.
(b) 9th- L.N.Lancs woere drawn up with three sompanies in
front 1inoc and one oompeny immediately behind in new trench.

(e¢) 2nd hRoyal Irish Rifles assembled in our front line
- &and 1in a specially dug line about 20 yards behind the frent
lins. Much Goerman wire hed te. be sut te enzbls te troops
to advence at ZERC without delay.
(d) 13th Cheshire Regiment asBSemV®led alemg a tape 100 yards
in rear o ront line and laid parallel to the BLACK Line.
Attack. 5. At 2ERO (4.25 a.m. August 10th) the Brigade advanced,
and got well beyond the enemy barrage line before it eame
down at ZERO plus three or four minutes. Much ef the enemy
barrage was bohind eur line. ZERO heur was very well ehosen.
The artillory opened simultamseusly with a crash,
(o) 11th Lanos. Fusiliers (No. 2 platoon) captured houses
at J.2.4.00.85 - J.2.0.10.75. One heuse eentainod & mashine
gun and 14 priseners and the other a mashine gun and 36
prisonars. After garrisen of the latter had surrenderocd
the Lewis gun te2m of the nlatoon went up to handle the
machine gun., There was a scufflc among the prisoners and ene
0f them must eithor have threwn a bomb or pulled some string
attachod to one, but the result was that the Lewis Gun team
and the Gorman machine gun were all blown up. Our romaining
mon (about 8) at onco set en and killed the prisensrs who
had dono this and were trying t¢ escape. The machine gun and
14 prisoncrs frem the other house were got away sll right.
(b) 9th L.N.Lanes. asdvanced in three waves. The right company
was first held up by streng point st J.8.8.27.88, This thoy
quickly surrounded, captured & machine gun, and killed the

crow. A platoon rushed forward and occupied hut at J.2.e.
65.45 whers they took some nrisoners.
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The centre-oompany was chocked by heavy fire from houses
at J.2.0.05.957, J.2.0.05.47 and J.2.0.05.42, These ° .points
were surrounded; 2 machins guns and & number of prisoners
baing captured, at least }2 Germans were also killed hero. The
roaduction of these pos®s caussed some delay and the Company for
& time lost touch oun its right flaak,

The left ocompany had little vpposition exceptet J.l.d.
77.40 where thegy - touvk 25 prisoners including 2 officers,
The fourth company vasg detailsd to ocoupy RED LINE dut

went too far Lo the lefl. They took up & good position from
Ja2.¢.00.87 %o v.2.0.22.%0 T.om which they were able to command
HANEBEIY WOUD (=Lout T.2.ccniral). This company took some
prisoners boge.ney wicth & mechine gun and its crew who were
ocoupying a 3hell 2218 uear Tnis poiat.
Le 9t L.N¥.08ac3. nad maay casualties from snipers,

especially on rizat¢ flank, Enemy aeroplanes alno flew low
and fired na any” bodies of troops moving in the apen.
(e) 2nd Rover i:izz Rifles rushed JESTHOBK together with two
strong »0inis a2d vuok the garrisons baforo the enemy reslized
thay were belrg attacked. At vpoint J.7.b.87.61 an unsuspeoted
m&chine gua in sa emplacement was encountered which opensad
fire on sdvancing waves., An Officer rushsd at it firing his
revolver, and the team fled. Those of ths enemy who were not
ki1lled by our barrage on JABBER SUPPORT fled as our weves
closed on them and were caught in aur barrsge, our men firing
at thom from the hip as they ran, and vory few escaped., All
enemy beyond this had takern cover in good emplacements and
dugouts about the BLACK LINE which was lmmediatoly oleardd with
very little opposition and the oocupants taken prisoner. The
RED LINZE could not be identifisd, as JABBER RESERVE d44id not
exist or could not be recognised, in conseguence of which the
outpost line pushed on and took up a lins behind our protsotivo
barrage. '
(d) 15th Cheshiro Ret. attecked in four waves. First wave
romeined 1N JABBER iﬁ'EHGH. their original objective,urtll thay
had lost all officers and the majority of N.C.0's. and men.
They then moved up to the BLACK LINE.  Seoond and Third waves
gained the BLACK LINE without great ppposition, except on the
lgft whero they were for a time held up, and had many casualties
from bombs, maohine gun and rifle firc from a streng point at

' JeByCe2.9. When the strong point had boen captured the left

. company pushed forward to the BLACK LINE. Fourth wave were

‘$0ld oif for RED LINE. They were caught undor heavy shell fire,
end reached the RED LINE with only 1 N.C.0. and 14 men, The
battalion dug in betwsen the' BLACK AND RED LINES with posts out
in front, Their right flank was reinforced by small pertics
of the 7th Bedferd Regt.,who hud crossed the divisional boundary.
Their left flank did not succcdd in getting touch with the 2nd
Royal Irish Rifles until after dark. A gap was caused by the
heavy cagaulties of ths left ocompany and it was covered during
deylight by oross fire from our Lewis guns &nd machine guns.
After 9 a.m. furthor movement was prevented owing to evacuatien
of the eastern portion of GLENCORSE WOOD by troops of the 18th
Division whioh laid open the 13th Cheshire Regt., to enfllade
fire from snipers and mechine guns snd particularly from strong
point at about J.1l4.b.18,. z 3

ngelidation. 6. The barrsge had rosched 1its protective line sll along
he Brigade front by ZERO plus ‘38 minutes and sonsolidation was

immediatoly pressod on. At first, active enemay sniping and
machine gun fire from our right flank East of GLENCORSE ¥OOD
congidorably interfered with consolidation, but hostile artillery
failed to pick up the new line, except in the oase of the loth
Cheshire Regt. on the right., The ground was easy digging and
men quickly got down into it, althowgh, owing to the number oI

casmalties susteined, a continueus Linc wes not at first possible.
s A {
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The 29th I. N, Lencs aque-well in advence of the RED LINE

(s9e varagraph 1) while the2nd Hoyal Irish Rifles ana 13th
Cheshire Regiment dug their main defence line rather behinad
that lino.

Cwing to thse heavy casualties susteined by the 3rigzade, eovery
available man was more %then fully occupied in consolidating the
me&in line. ThLe working vecrtica detailed from 2nd Royesl Irish
'Rifles and 9th T.N.Ilancs for cutiing forward Comnunination
{renches tuder R.#, supe.visioa 3nd wiith the aid of X.E. personnsl
und 6c¢L Soutk wWalos Doxdsrors (Pionesre) did not materialisse.
The upshot was chet vhe 061l 5.W.E. 8lizned znd cut & C.T. in
neighbourhové of 'ACK' Trerek (J.7.5%.84.07 to J.8.a.44.16)
utilising the voviions of ihe exzisting German C.T's not shewn

- on"map. The R.E., and 6th South Wales Bordercrs combined put
through & C.T. in neighbouvrhood of originat 'BEER' on 2nd and
érd deys i.e. 1l1ih and 12th running forward from about
J.1.4.65:20 to J.2.06:20.55.

Much excellent work was put in by both 130th and 106th Fisld
Cos. R.E. and by 6th 3cuth wales Borderers (Pioneers]).

Countsr (& The enemy made repeated and determined attemnts to
Atfacks. counter atteck throughout the dey of August 10th and the night
e Auvgust 10th/11th. | |

9th L.N.Laaucs at 8.45 a.m. reported enemy to be massing on their

“front. A%t 2.30 p.m. they renorted them in parties 30 to 40
strong spproaching southern end of HANEBRKE wCOD (J.2.central).
10th Cheshire .egiment at 3 p.m. reported enemy in small parties
collecting about J.2.8.35.47. All these concentrations were
annihilaeted by our artillery and maschine gun firo. |
2nd Royal Irigh Rifles. renorted that gbout 10.s.m. the enemy
were saen coming over :LNZAC RIDGE and down the slope, at first

in sections and afterwards in larger bodies, and that it was

obvious they were messing for a counter attack. These concentrat-

ions continued throughout the day. 4bout 5.3C »n.m. a fesble

effort to-come forward was made but failed under machine gun fire

and artillery supovort. The enemy however continued to send

troops forward into the HANEBEKE VALLEY and oncned a very heavy

bombardment on and behind W3ISTHOEK RIDGE at 5.4G p.m. S.0.8S.

signals were esent up by the £nd Royal Irish Rifles and at 5.50 p.m.

0.C. this battalion sent by runner the following message:

""W.12. 10th. :Znemy massing in HANYBEKE VALLEY 324 S.0.S.
has gone up Ail  Enemy has been accumulating in enormous
bodies since 10 a.m, " _ |

This message reached Advanced Brigade Headguarters

- at 6.15 p.m. and was immediately telsgranhed on to Brigade
Headquarters. 't 5.55 p.m. irtillery Liaison Officer attachad
to 2nd Hoyal Irish Rifles sent a pigeon message reporting enemy
magsing in H.FEBEKE VAILEY snd calling for artillery action on
J.2.,4., J.8.c., and J.8.b, ,
ord forcester Regiment renorted by pigeon at 6.16 p.m.
"Enemy in strengzth apparently gathering for counter attack
between J.8.4.9.9. and J.8.0.9.8 and POLYGOFEVILD"
- Our artillery opened on these areas shortly after

& p.m. and an intense fire was concentrated on them at 6.35 p.m.
disporsing the attack before it could develop. By 6.45 p.m. enemy
bombardment bYegan to close down and our artillery were ordsred to
cease fire &1 7.15 p.m. | '

AV 7.80 p.m. ths 2nd Royal Irish Rifles saw that anotnor
determined effort was being made to counter attack under coverv of
& smoke barrage, and renewed heavy bombarément of tha front i s
and YESTHOEK RIDGE. The 8,0.3., sigaal was sent up but oa Lh'6s3
occasion elicited no reply from our sriille:xy, nrobably owing to
its not having been sgeea (Lrough the smoke berrage nut up by the
enemy in the vallsy wsst of WESTHOREL RIDGE.
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O0.C. 2nd R,I. Riflss sent '8.0.8' through by visual and pigson
shortly before 8 p.m. end 3rd wor . Reghb. 8180 got 'S.0.5'. mossage
through to idvéncel B igude Headquarters at 8.3 p.m. At about the
same vime ore of vl aelopleres uppearel anc dicpped the 8. 0.8.
81gr&L, Vinereupon oni ewilllery immelluvely opened & heavy barreagc
which cvbmlietely troke up vhe attuccl. ena 81ucu% wipad ou%, the
snemy, WLoua ehLiy COUWLG b€ sesn tar.ng fu a8l directions.

“% about .lb .t om Whe 1Th “he snewy w.slec Foiward sTlong
pativols olly vwo 0% which nade oy eorror® to £0t 0 our line., One
CoNn{I SeILP 0 BhOVL L2 0%iley "EAKE £UI L0 Wi lhirp bombing distance
and commenced to bLomd cun Lime Luvi Weis cuickiy auswered with pgqﬁﬁf
and afbo.wards Zirlished of! with the bayonmet. Ths other consis 1ng:%g
ardl9 ocdrer exkes on Lalig fired at roturned to ths dugout. 4 patrol
.. Wwas &t once sent out awnd %ook this party, vho surrsndered without
showing muel. Zyghty. e & ' '
: ~lvh iedce Tusiliers, at 6.0 p.m, .sew cnemy doubling
from North end ov <ig Z0NNEBELS REDOUBT up the HANEBEKE VALLEY towarde
wood about J.2.ceviral iu line axtended to four paces. Other parties
advanced d.i. uni-’ eboot - & battalion had essembled in the wood
The Vickers gun av ot PIV J 1.b.9.6 képt uvp continuous bursts
of fire. The enomy pusued foiward strong patiols covered by & platoon
to rush the guw »viv a.d house but the attack was disporsed by Lewis
gun and rifls ficse. * &y “he sfmé¢ time another patrol sttempted to
‘rugh the vosv “rom the N. E. Dhis paiicl was dispursad by rifle fire
and rifls srenacdes: This hougs ¢t ¢.1.b.9.6 was throughout tlrs
night the canireo of vory heawé *igliting. At about 6.35 P.m. it was
almost surroundad Oy thv euemy wLo came up inm front and on both
flanks. Thies men weie sho', in vhe &ct of ¢limbing thir'ough the
windows. At /.28 yp.m. “Llvh Taics Fugilisrs callad in va:n for
S.0.3., berregs. 77 lg whoughu vha*t the signal was’' wissed in the
smoka, At 6.2F p.m. our e1%¢ ilery opened & heavy perrage on HANEBEKE
wOOD, = Inemy “1ied %0 alvauce up trench J.2.8.6.5 to J.2.8.3.1 but wae
ehacked by onfllade shrspuel. dire. At 8. 20 P, onemy barruags came
down anc ho commencoa to edvance fiom J.o.c. to J.8.b. He
attackeod in Thrsec waves wearing sofy capse end no packs. The Vieckars
gun in tho gun pit anfiladed the whols attack and nowed dovm the
- irst wave, and our artillory wiped out the remainder who ran about
in twos and throes. ' This post at J.1.b.9.6 accounted for 48 aneny
%1lled within 200 ymrds of them. The Lewis gun fired 9 drums, the
Vickers firsd 4 belts, and ths rifls section fired 20 rounds a man
and 13 rifle gronades. During this counter attack, ammunition was
 getting low and had to be carefully sxnended.

mgarting 8, By ZERO minus one hour, two companies 3rd ‘Yorc. Regt
attalions. hed besn moved up in supnort of the right flank of the 13th
Cheshirs Regt. to provsnt a nossible counter attack from
turning our defences on the YESTHOBK RIDGE. Remaining companies 3rd
Worc. Jagt, moved up to BELLEWARDE RIDGE. At 6.3C &.m. tho two
companios supporting the 13th Cheshire .egt, wers ordered to move up |
t0 tho front line originally held by them, Ths other two companics
boing moved from BELLEJARDE RIDGE to front line proviously held by
end R.I.Rifles. At 7.27 a.m. orders wers sent to 0.C. 3rd Worc.Rogt
"You will if negessary utilise your battalion to maintain the
. BLACK LIND ocast of JESTHOEK, 9end forward patrols at onco to
.. _. &9t into touch with the 13th Cheshirss snd 2nd R.I. Rifles.™"
At 8.15 a.m. two companies of tha 10th Cheshirs Regiment and later
the whole battalion less carrying party of 100 were moved up to

original front lins occupi:zd by 9th L,N. Lence,
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At 11.23 a.m. 0.C. 3rd ‘iorc. Ragt. had tekem over command
of 13th Cheshire Regt. at request of their C.0, whe with his
second in command and all ssnior officaors hed bosn wounded.
At 1.20 a.m. on the 11th, two companiss 1st Wilts. Regt. werc
orderad 1p from RAILWAY DUGOUT in suoport of tho 2nd R.I.
Rifles in th:e o0ld British front line, rasmaining two ecompanies |
and battalion hsadquartors at BELLEWARDE RIDGE. Ordsrs were 1
gsnt to 10th Cheshirs Rogt. and lst Wilts. Regt.
"Your battalioms will not be usaed unless enemy penstrates
BLACE%EI& %n which cas3 you will without wailting for
ords é Y6tore ths situstion".
end Lincoln Regt. moved from HALFY2Y HOUSE at 1 p.m. on llth
t¢ BEZLLEWAARDE RIDGE.
C.Cs 1lot Wilts Regt. having, howsver, roported that in vier of
th> shalling of that area it was inadvisable to bring further
troops bsyond his own two companics snd two eompanies of the
2nd Lincoln Rugt., two comnanies only of the latter battalicn
ware left on thz Ridge and they also ware withdrawn to HALPwAY
HOUSE =t 8.30 p.m,

Machino 9, Five batteriss with a total of 36 guns supported the
Guns attack by barrege firs under the D.M.G.0O. These batteries
rendered invaluablo support and did much sxococution. In addition,
8 guns were datallad to support closely the attack of the right
sector (13th Cheshire Reogt. and 2nd Roysl Irish Rifles) and
loft seotor (9th L.N.Lancs. and 11th Lénos. Fusiliers) respsct-
i?ﬂlyl =
Thess guns are raportzd by battalions to have been very
valuablc on the flanks and outpost line. They all fired a
groat smount of ammunition, repelling sounter-attacks and
kesping dovn cnemy mechine gun firos, and sniping from GLENCORSE
+00D @n our right flank. Two giins got on to the enemy at
J«14.b.10.90. &and kept out o{ action machine guns fired from
roof of this strong point.
The following will serve ag an example o0f rhat these guns ‘did:-
At 7.30 s.m. tro guns were mounted at J.8.0.7.5. and the crews
remained up to their waists in water firing the guns. The guns
remained in sction for 30 hours in spite of heavy shelling and
sniping. In that time the guns fired 10,500 rounds, put two
~ enemy machine guns out of action at J.l4.b.o0entral, and trice 3
- dispersed infantry who were massing. 24 enemy were also sniped
with the rifle and the corpses were visible.
For 40 hours our m-chine guns had moving gargets within easy
range, and made the most of their opportunities. The guns wers,
nany of them, got into positicn in old gun pite and were sited
sufficiently fer forward to be practically immune from enemy
.~ ‘shell fire. The only limiting factors were smmunition, of which
~a large amount was got up early on, and physical energy. The
nocossity for machine gunners and machine gun officers to be of
good physigue and picked for stemina and initiative was agein
emphegised, and more strougly than ever before.

Lewis = 10. The extraordinary value of Lewis Guns when properly
Guns. handled wag vary strongly broughtout. The fighting on this
| occasion gave great scope for their use, The heavy casualtios
they sufferod, together with the reports of C,0's. and the ¢,, .
continual requests for more Lewis gun drums and gunners, proved
their great value. Eaoh bgttalicn was reinforced with 20 Brigadse
reserve Lewis gunners enm Y/% night. One battalion had 19 Lowis

guns in aotion on Z day.
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Stokes 11. Iwo Stokes were attacked to each battslion but
were little used axcopt for thst section sttached to 13th
Choshirs Regt. Hore Captain SOLLY Commanding 74th T.I,
Battery assisted by & or 4 men did oxcellent work in co-
cparating with 13th Chsshire Regt. in thas attsck organized
on strong point at J.8.c.2.9. which did not fall until 65.30
SeM, All Officers in battery becams casualties snd the

oattery was brought out of action by the 3attery Q.l. Sergt.

Grenades. 12a Rifles grsnsdes were used by llth Lancs.Pusilisrs
to assist in repelling counter attack. 9th L.N. Lencs.
threow men: Mills bombs during the astack and found them very
use@ful for clesring dugouts and desling with gtrong points
and machin¢e suns. Bomba followed up by the bayonet wero
used in one case hy 2nd Royal Irish Rifles to drive back a
patrol on the morning of 11lth. Otherwiso bayonet and
rifle fire were uwsed throughout the operstion.

Al

- EBquipment. 1., See 4Lppendix 'L,

Carryin 14. Béa Appendix 'B!,
Far%*as.

Communications, 15. Sce Apendiz 'Y,

Supplises etc. 16. Divisicnel arrangomonts for the supply of
rations, water, muniticns and stores to Brigado were exgellant
end call for no remarks. - |

The Divisional Pack Tremsport again proved of the
greatest ues.

The Brigade and battalion arrangements for ths
forwarding of supplies from Brigade dumps. to front line were
&8 good &s could be expested in the cirgrmstances, but will
have to be much improved upon noxt time. The Brigade must
not expect agsain to be heolped out so loyally by othor
battalions, | e P e

ReAoslleCe 17. R.4.M.C, arrsngements proved very satisfactory in
Lrrenge- spite of the graat difficulty camsed by the long carry. These
ments. showsd g vory groat improvement on the arrangemen*s st KESSINES
although the conditions there were nothing were nothing like
80 rahealthy. Each battzlion had & Regimontal Aid Post
bshind its line in the forward arec. Thit of the 9th L.N.
Loncs. near RED LODGE was very heavily shelled and event-
ually demolished. 14th Cheshire Regt. and 2nd Royel Irish
Rifles evicuated by ¢ Realy Post in CH!TE'U .,00D to BIRR
3k088 ROAD 4.D.5 (77th Field “Ambulance). 9th Bn. L.N.
Luncs. and 1lth Lancashire Fusiliers evacusted vie collecting
Post in Wood about J.l.c.10.10. %o R.IL#AY »0OD. (76th Field
smbulance). From BIRR CkOSS R0ADS wounded were evacueted
on motor embulances.
Stretcher bearers suffered very heavy cuasuslties one
unit having 42 c¢nssuslties out of 48, All unite have emphasised
the excellent work of their battalior stretcher bearers.

Trophies. 4.8 Trophies were capturcd as follows: -
1lth Lencashire Jusiliers - 2 machiné guns and one grenade

thrower (Pinespple). OF these one machins gun was blown up
by shell firo ond the other was left at J.1.d4.30.55 (Right
Co. Headquarters). The grenacde thrower wes left at BN.H.Q.
Jeledad0.35.
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13th Chashire Rogimont one maohine gun, 5 field guns, ones
ho .1tzor 1ott in Lhe neighbourhotd o: JeBeCeDoEo

9¢h L.H. Lanes., S1ix mechine auns.

PN g, Eﬂgai Trish 2ifleg. One 77 mm. ¥Field gun &nd O maghine:
Funsg.

Casusltiss. 19, See Apnendix 'D!

Legsona to 20. (a) Supplieg. Every anit in the front line should havs

be 18aTnt, & scerrying porty permenently dotailed for itg tour of 4duty.
Bvery unit should go inta the line with at least tio days
rations on the person, and one d:y's rations gshould bes dumpu.
{mmodittely .s far vp as tramsport ocan zet them. One. platoor
to be composed of one seotion {One N.C.0. and 10 O.R's.) £
each Compeny should be situated in the neighbourhood of thes
dumps, esch soction undeor & selected N.C.0., with u selegted
subsltern in charge of the platoon. This platoon ghould
work reticns up to the line as opportuniiy ocours LY day or
night., The object should be =lways to have at least t.o dajJs
retions with troops in the front line, and one daey at leagt
should zlways be in the dump. on this occasion 8th Boradsz
Regiment, 8th S.Lsncs.Regiment, 10th 8heshire Regiment ( two
nighte), &rd Worocester Regiment and lat Wiltshire Regiment
211 csrried for units of this Brigade in addition to them=
selves on different nights. In spite of detailad arrangemen
and inetructicns and much expenditure of energy, it was with
the grestest difiiculty that rations got up, and it wue & fac
that the gre: ter part of whetever rations d4id get up v as
+1most entirsly due to the efforts of these carrying battalic

Guidecs from unite in the line never turned up,

turned up late, or turned up so done, that they lost bpheir
a8y going back., Only an intelligent N.C.O. of officer or &
guide who has dons tho journey gaverzl times had cny chence
of finding his way u» on the pituh dark nights, through fog,
snd over the almoet impossible ground that lay betlween the
tvo ridges. | '

(b) Prevarations for the Atteck. 4ll 0.C's. units nust -
slways 1OOK zhead, use Thelr imegination, foresee probable
courss of events, ~nd prepere for same. Officers gommunding
wnite wers wsrned confidentislly to prepsre for and consider
this stteok when the brigede wag in reserve at YFPRES august

;ord.  Rough plen /a8 gsent them, and it wes sugresiled that 46
48 hours warning wasg sll we should get., On receipt of Divie]
orders (next day Ath) the above letlter was officially cencell
but &t the sume time we agreed to regerd it a8 a possibility.
Bventusally the brigade was warned for the =ttack late on the
gvening of 5th Auguet which gave 'us &s it hanpened ample

time ufter =11. I em certain that time 1s esgsential novade,
for 811 units (even though they be reasonably guick ones).
Provided the rules of the game are observed, SuUC0ess ispract:

ally certaln, The ‘Officors who are converssnt +1th the rules and

- ho ere able to ensvre their belng obgserved to the letter
are few in sny battzlion; in inverse proportion to their
aumbers ig the time recuired. What often happens is thet th
rulas never get further th n being observed on puper &t i
Divisional, Brigede and possibly Battslion Headouzrters, end
never msterislize into asction in the compenies and platoons
in the line on whom succes® finzlly depends.
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~% the ssme time all Officers and N.C.0's. of the Brigade with
the experiencce of the SOMME, MESCINES, and this last show to
go on, must learn to think guicker, cnd ocnsequently to act quicker
and thus ensure success in the future. All gction is the result ¢#
of thought; only idiovs function without mental control; what we
gall intuition is resally the result of dJemned quick thinking,
which hag hecome second nature., 41) 0fficers and N.C.0's. in
the Brigsade will consider this matter carefully and attend to
it with their usual energy.

- (c) Battalion Bunnerg. Must be more carefully selected and
a larger number earmarxnd, as & few will have to bo attached to
Brigade Headquarters on certéin ocaacions to supplement runnrers.
When continuous heavy shelling is encountered as during last
oparations, two runners should be sent with overy messasge. These
runners -must be held up on srrivael until a messsage 1s boing
sent beck or another messags arrives, Ino this lattor case the
first pelr of runners will be roturncd at once emptyhanded.

At the same tims the work of g1l trained brigade and battalion
ronners on this occasion was splendid. |

The following was a good example of their spirit:-

A runner was carrying s message from Brikade Headquarters.

When 500 yards short of Advanced Raport Centre he was badly
wounded by & shell in buth legs and in the head., Thsa

Advanced Report Centre on the top of BRELLEWAARDE RIDGE was
being heavily barrsged at the timo, Lut in spite of his
wounds, this rwiner crawlied on into thie heavy bombardment
and suocoedod in delivering his despatches.

(d) Prisoners. Ten prisoners are reportcd to have escaped from
YPRES. 1% 185 a question for oconsideration whether the . =
indiscriminate use of prisoners all over the place carrying wounded

| etc. is agdvisable. During these¢ operations the opportunitbes
- for esaupe must have been innumerable and =11 prisoners cre not

~docile.
(o) Artillery. - Artillery suvpcrt was excellent. As regerds
preliminarly bombardment if infantry ure prcpared to fage the

risk tho guaners should engage targets which theorstically/unsafe.
In this .case 4.5" Hows. engaged targets 150 igrda in front of

ou: liﬁa. No infantry moved dut lay down %n oirftranahes. 0.0's.
battalions rgnorted %0911 ng sho>t. It is preferable to have
20 caﬂualtfgg; ?ﬁgnoﬁgcg¥%ﬂiﬁggi'to 100 from the enemy's during
wlthdrawal or & probable 15 to 200 from a strong »noint which

you have overlcoked :nd not thoroughly prepared for assaul’,

It was an impr vemént to have & leavy artillary lieison Officer

on BELLEWVAARDE Ridge. One should slways be so situated and
unnecessacsy discussion as to whose shell it was etc. can he

often avoided before they materialize on papor. F.0.0's. with
baitalions are thereto observs fire not merely to liaise. h
Apparantly one nr two C.0's. and one or two Lisison Officers have n
not <g yet olearly graspcd this point. -

(f) 3.0.8. It is suggested that a time limit of 7 minutes
should oe laid dcwn for intensa fire and that artillery should
then slow down fnless S.0.3. is again repeated. Something of
this sort would save much smmunition.As it is, an attack is
threatening a Division on the +ight and the latter puts up fho
8,0.3, This is taken up and spresads down the line, and at least
20 minutes elapsos before the trouhle has besn correcfly placsed
and the S.0.8. closed down on the areas not affected.
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Units faute de mieux had to desl with seversal enemy offorts

with rifle, Lewis.gun and machine gun fire only. The results were
most satidfactory. In future we must rely more upon our fire power
and devalop it continuelly - at present it is only elementary, and
gven so hag saved the situstion for us at seversl points.

&) Mechinas g%% + The value of machinc guns was brought out more

strongly than ever, Parscnnegl of the machine gun company should

consist of tho elito of the Brigade. At present 50 -% wp to

gtendard.  The opportunities for & g0Qd, hard N.C.O. ﬁﬁﬂzEE'5 ht
- out most markedly.

(h) Lewis Guns. Every msn must be put through s short course.
e8e guns arc invaluable, and their tactical use has not as yet
beon fully exploited by us. It is thought that high casuslties
mey be dus to leck of oxperiencc in taking cover.

(J) Consolidation. The Brigade was not strong enough to furnish
the necessary partiss for C.T's. It is suggested that such
partiﬂa should alweys be found by supporting troops. -

(k) Rifle fire. The time devotod to musketry end particulsr sttention
paid by all units to the uss of the rifle when the Brigade was
practising its set plece attack ageinst "PASSICN VILLAGR" (BOMY
Area) repaid ue out of &1l proportion. All men who got & chanoe
(and most did) used their rifles ffealy, and each wan claimed
mény hits. All tho energy expended and keennese displayed by all
ranks throvghout the short intensive training after MESSINES, in
particular the nerseverance of C.0's in coping with the
fethomless ignoranco at first encountered, have reapced their reward. .
All ranks particularly the large new drafte received aftar MESSINES
(forming 50/ of the Brigade as it took WESTHOEK) have ovory
reason to be satisfied with themselves. The satisfactory results
obtained at WESTHOEK, were due to the troulls thoy had taken to
;grnithemaalvea into soldiers, as apart from brave man dressed in
thaki,

(1) Getting forward. All umits should always be trained to get forward
cf thair objectives. Atmosphers and circumstances will always ensuuie
their not going too far. In this cass all units overnhot thair maxk
and thoso that wont furthest suffered least., It is thought that this
wss duo:

(1) To its being a&s easy to withdraw to & selected position as it is
hard to gst forward to & certain position which you have not seen.

(2) It meens that &ll ground in front is well clcar of the enemy,
and obviates the appearance just as consolidation is sterting, -
of odd snipers and machinoc guns within point blank range. This was
well exempliflied in the case of the 9th Loyal North Lencs Regt.

(8) In the cese of enemy counter attack, he can push for quite a long
time in the air bofore he strikes the line which is really being
consolidated and is to be held.

(4) Dash end pace are everything provided that knowledge and method
are slso prosemt. The latter gives birth to the former, s&nd
ignorencs of job gets the wind vertical much faster than encmy

5.9" barrego.

-
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1. Pecks will contain the folluwing: -
(1) Unexnired portion of the days ration.
) Iron retion
) Soap and towel
). 22ir of laces
) Shaving kit
) Pair of socks
) Cunteer
) inti-gas gogmles.
M2ohine Gun company will take above in hsverssacks
oerried 1in place of packs.
Total weight 2z 9 1bds.

(2
(3
(4
(5
(6
(7
(8

4. A2v9rnroof shests will be carried inside pnacks.
o+ sunporting stravs of nacks to be worn,

4. Zech men will carry:-
(1) 120 rounds 3..:%. ...

(2) 2 sandbags
({3) 1 bomb
(4) “tesl holmets, sacking asovors under battalion arrangements,
(5) Box respirator
(6) Field dressine
(7) 211 water bottlas must be fillad.
Total weight - 45% 1bs.
(8) lien must be cautioned to use their retions and water

speringly as they will go 48 hours at least or the rations

carried in thelr neacks.

(8) Ig addition to the sbove, companies will be in possossion
of:~

(a) wire cutters - 12 per pletoon, which must be attached to

the person or rifls.

(b) Hedging gloves, which must be tied to the left wrist.
(10) Officore will be dressed and cguipped exaotly &s their men.
(11) Officers will carry all available Very 1ight nistols, which

must be attached to the person. They will also carry a tin

0f 5.0.5. rifle grensdos and 10 rounds VERY smmunition.,
Officers sorvents will carry additional BRIDLY of S:0.8.
rfakata and VixY ammunition. Bach N,C.O0., will oarry two
fleres,
(12) Tools will be carried by 505 of the men. Ko, 2 of each-Levisg
gun tealw, 1 shovel. Rifle frensdiers, Nil. Riflemen, 1 nick
to 4 shovels etrapped on packs.
24 blll-hooks per battalion.
SBreech covers will be fastened to the rifle by a string
at resar and.
(0's.C. £ll units will issue strict orders to sengsuras that
8ll pracasutions are taken to keep their rifles in firing
order, Unless specizl affortsare made by &ll ranks under
present conditions there will be cnly one result - namely,
thet not more than 107 of rifles will remein in o conditicn
to fire zfter a few hours movsment and fighting.

(15) Eliﬁgﬂﬂ_ﬁgi&g; Bech officer snd EFC.D. will carry & nonminsl
of his platoon in gddition to & n inal roll of the company.

(16) Zach Headquarters will carry a distinguishing flag to merk
1ts rositicn:-

—
b
e O

l3th Cheshire Regt. KED

11th Lancs. Fueilioere YELLOW & BLACK (diegc
9th L.N.Lancs Kegt DARK BLULD

end nR.Il.Rifles ; GREDN .

—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0O11303



5;)“ J

APPENDIX - {}J
' L

NOTE. (&) Blenk -mmunition for rifls gronades must be kept
separate from ball ammunition.
(b) Zach grenadier should curry a piece of oily rag for
0iling rods Jjust befors use.

N¥.B. In addition to the 9-1bs. vlus 453-1bs = 54> 1be, some men
carry exire wirecutters 1-1b, hedzing gloves 12-0zs.,pick 6-1bs.
shovel 4~1bs.,Bill-hook 2-1bs.,2 flags l2-0zS. | '

Rifle Grenadlors carry 50 rounde S.li.iA. - 8 rifle gren=aes
12 rounds blank or 60%-1lbs. |

Bombing cerriers carried 12 bombs 50 rounda $,:.%e £180
605-1bs. | |

-
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cerriors will be orgenized in four gengs each of 1 N.C.O.

and 11 other ranks per Gompany.

Each gong carries. Totel per Platoon.
1 H«Ca0e "—EE_I““Lig t 108ad S.0.9. %—BrdTﬁ———ﬂa :
rogkets, Very Lights
and flares.
S mdn 24 drums L.Go. 8 d~ums of L.G.
3 mén 3 bhoxes S.h.l. 1l box.
3 men 10 tins of water 3 tins (1 tin Co.H.&.)
Eash men will carpy 10 sand bags 110 sand begs.

These gangs will be composed of men selected for thelr

carrying capecity, and will fnllow in reer of thelr Companies x\

at interval of time 1o be 1aid down by 0.C. Battallion. 5

Generally cerrier gangs move between ZERO plus 30 minutes
and ZERO plus S houes, length ef time being dependent on diataniel
of abioctibes, nature ~»f oountry, and dispesition of enemy barrage:
Tn this oase the maximum &dvance 18 700 yards as ageinst 2,080
yerds at MESSINES, and gangs must be alear of, and east of, our

front line, and inte the German system before his barrage comes dpwr

on form at ZERO plus 3 to ZERO plus 5 minutes.
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COMMUNICATIONS,

The preblem confrenting Brigade Signals was a diffiocult
ens. Ne buried cables existed evon to mur old front line, and
heavy shelling rendered lines across the open very unrelieble.
The policy dascided upgn was tc establish g Brigade ferward
Station on BELLEWAARDE Ridge at J,7.8.30.00 and t- concentr:te
on malntalining telephone cemmunication between there and Brigade
Heedquarters. Forward of this, cemmunicatien was to be by
runner and visual,

CABLE . 1t was feund impossible to maintain metallic sirouits
te the forward statien 8o earth returns were used and
"laddered", Even then communication was continually
interruptsl. Tho line was through &t ZERO, but was
"dis" a few minutes after, It was through again at
ZERO plus 2 heurs andremained go fer the remainder

of the day,

VISUAL.A central visual station wag established to Brigade
Ferward statlien which was situated in an eld enemy Q.P.
in excellent view could be oi:tained forward through &
8rell hole in the wall conveniently knocked out the
previeus merning. 4 rear station wes established near
JECMANRY POST with telephens cimmunication to Brigade.
Owing to its visibility from the eénenmy lines no answers
wers given frem the Forward station before ZERO.

At ZERC the Brigade ferward Station was in touch with
&1l 4 battalions, -

During the first few hours of the attack, meny valuable
messages wore dealt with by this meens, and were rapldly
transmitted to Brigcde, The average time fer & gshort
MesSs&ge te reach Brigade was 20 minutes., A messepne
received by this means from 9th Loyal North Lancs Regt,.

reporting an ene massing was immediatel
the &rtiglery, agg a cnunger-at acgd%rgﬁeg %Etggf2¥9b¥t

started. The left Battalion, 1ith Lancashire Fusillers
was eut of touch seon after ﬁEhO, énd its lamp was not
seen all day.,

At abeut ZERO Eiua 10 hours answering from the Brigade
tation

Forward S d to Egégvan cwing to the deliberate
EP%&%{%ﬁiEftﬁEauB&%ﬁﬁig % oﬁhﬁaigggtwﬁg ﬂEfYQIaEE%ry,'“
although shert messages well sent, were read with ease.

Units have exgraased diaaatisfagtign at receiving no
acknowledgment of messages sent. This shews the

necessity for much practice in DD work 8o _that Battalions
should acquire confidence in this work. Thia form 2

of communication may be said to have been very valuable

during the battle, but it must be remembered
not suitable for £aking long routine meﬂﬁagaa?hggdi}gig

very exhausting td personnel.

#IRELESS .Power buzzer ana amplifier communication was a
feilure. This was prcbably largely due to the difficulty
in maintaining Bases owin, to heavy shclling and teo lack
of iralned persennel owins to heavy uasu&ltfés in the
wireless seotiun, which had not been replaced.

PIGEQOHS __ .Wore found to be extremely valuable. The average

time for a message t a
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RUNNEES .22 relay post was established at Brigade Forward Station.
A large amount of work was thrown on the briggde runners
and they may be said to have done mapgnificient work.It
was abundantly proved Bhat sunners must be ‘younw~, of
ood stamina, fit, and also that 1t nececssary to provide
ccomodation so that the men can rest when not on duty.
The strain on tals personnel for 48 hours was very great

and EEEE is essentlial, the only weak pirt in the orgsn-
izatTon this time wag the lack of &ccomodation at Brigade
Headduarters 1o rest men irn, and that new Battalion

runneY's were not up to standand.

4
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CASUALTIES SUSTAINED 5/8/17 - 11/5/17 (YESTHOEK RIDGE)
[ icmiieiease T (e i . Rdiy iy ]
UNIT tnits going into line. KILLED %-TOUTIDED _L MISSING (&) i TOTAL
T, e S i T fr—e - - ———— . . T we i R R e i p— ll- --ll-- - - - s ! Rl i i ...........-.,..]._-.._.,.......- o = . s .
| i | i : ‘ / B T i e
11th Lencs. Fus. 55 490 5 2 s 178 D yee T L SR
13th Cheshires 25 I 610 ; o 35 { 17 . 281 ! ; 7;5; i 13 g%—g
th L.i'. Lancse 21 l 596 | 3 { 30 i 034 : % Sl 9 orE |
2nd i.1. Rifles 14 . 479 | 3 30 5 28V Ao 8 33
74th ...G. Coy. 8 178 r 1 8 2 a1 : T 3 1
TOTAL 06 2,397 | ' |
} Rt b ’ B a8 e 35 998 | | fev o 1,7 |
T e o oy o s v e, o e = _ e e
TOTLL CASUALIIES.- 47 Officers 1,271 other renks . |
'.Per'centa nf_ﬁfficer*s - 48.9 : ‘
Percentage op C. Renlks 53.0 |
> |
() A11 these men will ev tuall b U
Suhegpoibooghog t?;a. ¥ be found to be killed or wounded, as no prisoners were lost A'g t
2
9
X
g |
l
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iR FIFTH AUSTRALTAN UTVISIONAL ARTILLERY
ﬁ e

HEADQUARTERS
Bth AUSTRALIAN
IVISIONA L ARTILLERY.,
Headguartersa,

5th. September 191%.

Heedquarters,
Sthe Mustrelian Division..

Reference your Ge3/3329 dated lste inst.

The attacheld letter from Ge0sCe 16the

(Irish) Division ias noted and returned o you as requesteds

I(L g [

Bri*-f'mnara.l,
0, R Ay Sth, Pustralian Divisiod.

i_ D e, e OB o t'\ e, : s fq. : _ gt _ .+_-£
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 8th Infantry Brigade |
© 14th Infentry Brigede |
15th Infantry Brigade E
Divisicnal Engineers |
Divisioral i.G. Officer. g

The Divisional Commender wishes special ettention
drawn to the fellowing translation of a captured German document
"The emplceyment of Counter-Lttack troops", and an extract from
the orders of the YPRES Group, dated 1llth June 1917,

The tectles given 1n the latter were probably the

result of the lessons learnt during the battle of MESSINES, and
are presumébly stlll employed by the Fourth German Army.

Saphanr

: Captain,
! General Staff,

8th September,1917. 5th Austrelian Division. ,-

e - e r— —— i B e e v B g = B = = i

THE EMPLOYMENT OF COUNTER-ATTACK TROOPS.
R RTRNES e H.Q. 13/8/17.

The following comprehensive ordeprs for the action of counter-sttack

troops are issued in view of present conditionsi-
The experience of all recent fi-hting has shown that immediate
and pepld counter attack carried out by reserve battalions,
which have been kept cencentrated ir cleose proximity and are
provided with fleld artillery held in r adiness to move (counter
attack artillery), leads to the immedlate recapture of the ’
whele position. In such ceses, it has been possible fer the
counter-attack artillery tc gellop up in the open, and
direct a very heavy fire on the English who had penetrated at
certain peints in dense magses, and thus infliet tremendous “_
losses on them. ™ |
Such great succeses can only be obtained by very careful ‘
preperation. £#£11 possible counter-attaclkts which can be carried
out with the reserves of infantry and field artillery must de
carefully thought out beforehand, the subordinate commanders
must meke themselwes acquainted with the around and, as far
as possible, preliminary practiees should be held. Particularly
careful preparations must be made where regimental or divisional

- boundaries are in ques tion.
Preparations for counter-attacks to be carried out within the
divisional sector must be made by the division in that sector.
The basis of the preparaticns should be that, et the approach
of & hostile attack, all reserves will be placed at the complete
disposél of the divisional commander, the resting battalions
- of the division will, at the same time, be brought into and in

front of the ord line position, and the counter-attacl:
regiments will be brought. closer up.
If one division only is attacked, it can rely on the Group
placing at placing at its disposal for immediate counter=-
attecl: about 3 additional battalions &nd 2 or 3 batteries of
field artillery. The provisien of guides for troops of other
divisions, who are not familiar with the ound, 1is of extreme
importence and must be arranged beforehand.

w
s
I""u.i:'nh.l'_i-un_...i B O w1 = Sy W T YL S L - A
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}&EGOND LIN:G FIGHTING DIVISIONS.~~ The employmeny -of second line
fighting divislions 1s to be prepered in the same—way,

The followins general principles apply Sto their
employm:nt .-

=

\ . They will, at first, be billeted in the ra&r'billating“araa‘;ﬁ
From there they will be braught forward into forward f
bivouvacking areas, where *they will bivouag¢ in concentrated e
~ groups of Infantry reglments with artillery. Pillets must not
be expected, as units must be kept together and villages and
camps will, &t this perind of the attack, be for the most part
under fire,
On the approach of a hostile attack, troops wlll be brought
forwerd from the forward bivouacking areas to thelr assembly
positions for the at“ack, .and will there be held in readiness.
Attention must be paid to prntection eageinst aerial cbservation.
The troops will be best disposed in infantry regimental groups.
They must deploy &t an eurly moment, so that when they recelve
orders, or a hostile attack takes place, the csunter-atiack
can begin without any loss of time.
Single batteries or Abteilungen will be allotted to infantry F
re-imental groups for tasks to be carrlied out in direct o
co=-cperation : ith the infantry (enti-tank defence and the
engegement of mechine guns). These artillery units should
remain with their teams hooked in.
The r:maining batteries will remain in a position of readiness,
which should face according to the redquirements of the situation,
their teams within easy reach. i
It is important that infantry and artillery should be well
sup; lied with despateh ricders from the divisionel cavalry.

The infantry will le&ve &l1ll unnecessary aiui ent in theilr
lest billeting area; they will wear assault kit and carry &an

ample supply of ammunition. _
.ﬂgpa matggrfuf principie, all commanpders in the counter-attack -
divisions (iingreifdivisionen), including divisional commanders, .
- should be close to their troops en the fleld of battle, in
L pocorcance with the principlee of open warfarse.

X X X X X X

The schemes for the employmgnt of the second line fighting
.lvisions must, above all, De based on the consideration that
the coaunter-attaclk will h&re 1.2 be carried oun between the 2nd
and 3rd line positions end YLejyond cthe 2nd line position, with
the objeet of at once retaking unﬁﬁuf our ~uns which have been
lost and eventually recadturing the whele position. The positions
of readiness for batterles will be chosen correspondingly far
fsrward, as also their obs:rvation posts and battery positions,
which must be reconnoltred and fixed,

» The results of these reconnalssances are to be used for the
guidance of divisions arriving subsequently in this area, and
are to be handed to the Ypres Group when leaving it.

(Signed)  wv. KIRCHBACK.
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EXTRACT from the orders of the
YPRES Group, dated llth June 1917:e

It is the dutg of the artillery to evade the anamy‘a
r

destructive fire and thus maintein its fighting strength.
Field artillery can attein this object by moving into

the open, and evacuating battery posiltions which have bheen
discovered and are heavily shelled. In the caése of heavy
batteries, the effect of the enemy's fire must be minimised
by distributing the guns in echelon st wide intervals,

In case of positions in the open, it is only possible to

keep ammunition 1in small dumps merely protected apgainst the
weather; the effect of direct hits 1s also diminished in this
way. As the large quantity of ammunition which hes to be
gtored in reecdiness covers & large area, the wids distribution
of +he guns and the movement of the batteries to & flank

is facilitated.

The general principle that, in ca&ses of heavy bombardment,
the regular pesitions should be abandoned for the open, must

be applied &8l18¢0 to ths artillery.

Copies to:~
Divisional Artillery

i Qll
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8th Infertry Brigade
l4th Brigade
18th Infantry Brigade.

1 The Divieional Commander has given permission
the 6th Cavelry Brigede to operate over this
Divisional Area on "Tuesday September 1llth,

Ee Please Inform all units wder your command
of this.

Ss A copy of the orders turtﬁanﬁhm is
attached.

:\'“ S " oy haw'
General Staff,
10th Septrs,1917. Bth Australian Division.
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6th Cavalry Brigade Scheme to be carried out on |
Tuesday September 11th,1917 .
Nacthdh dn 20 e AL a8 G AL
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"Ref .Map. HAZEBROUGK SA. 1/100,000,
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GENMRAL IDEA.

A main German line of defonce running approximatoly
along the Canal de la LYS and the River la LYS, has been
plerced between MERVILLE and THEROUANNE, and the Germans
are retiring rapjidly in a North Westerly direciion,
covered principally by Cavalry and Machine guns.

SPLCIAL IDEA.

S e BRSPS T S ST 5 e S S g =S
Lt i e e S T

Oour Infantry are on ths line VIEUX BERQUIN -~ Northern
edge of PForot de NIEPPE « THIERNES <« 1 mile North of AIRE -
ROQUETOIRIE Toueh with the onsmy hag been lost,

The 3rd Cavaelry Division, who are bivouaced the night
10th/11th Deptombar in the vioinlty of BUSNE3,are ordsred to
gain touch wilth tho enemy and prevent him takzing up a defensive
position South cf a line running I, and w, through CASSEL.

The Stn Cavalry Brigade are ordersd to meove Dorward on
the front bpounded on the Hagt by a line running through
MERVILLE - LA HYVe . .LOGE - LES CISPAUX, and uiw West by 2 line
running through THIENNES «~ BOESEGHEM - BLARINGHEM - LYNDE -
Chau. e NIEPPE.

The 7uh Cavalry Brigzade ore on the right flazxz of the
8th Cavalry Brlgady.

Divisional H,Q.,Divislonel Trcoopvs, and the Sth Cavalry
Brigade are moving via MERVILLE - HAZEBROUCK -~ LES CISEAUX.

The following 8th Cavalry Brigadse ordsrs are ilssued
cn the night of 10ths

I Information &E
3 e In consaquence the N.S.,Y« and Royals will advance
simultaneously.

The North Somerset Yoomanry in the area between MERVILLE-
. TA 806 .LOGE - LBS CLOBAUX go&d inclusive, and the
HAVERSKERQUE ~ MORBECQUE — WALLON CAPPEL Reoad inclusive,

The Royals In the area between the HAVERSKERQUE -~
HORENCQUE~WALLON CAPPEL Road exclusive, and the THIENNES-
BOGSHGHEY ~-BLARINGHEM - LYNDH - Chau. Le NIWPPE Road
inclusive.

liain Bodye.

will move via
STEENBECQUE Stil.-
SERQUS -~ WALLON

Brigade H.Q.
6th Signal Troop.
3rd Regiment (represented by

e Mt B et Bl Pt

(lsgs % gub-sections with Rgts) )

Ili-lillil'l_a--

~ | 3 blue flags) CAPPEIL . |
6th Maghine (Gun Squadron ) %

1
el i I E

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO11303



r..:. T L =
AFFPEND :

. e § WL T ™ = .
- £ | r r_) f} £

o .
Pirst Bound, HAZEBROUCK - AIRE Road,

seocond Bound. LA HAUTE LOGE ~ SERCUS - BLARINGHE]

Third Bound. LES CISEAUX - STAPLE - EBLINGHEM

Starting Point: T Roads North of V in HAVERSKTRQURE.

Timo: 8-15 a.m,

. Reports to the Head of the Main Body .

. illilliiir.ll-lc&ptﬂing.
Brigade Major 8th Cavalry Brigads.

Issued at & p.m,

Copy No. 2. 3rd Cavalry Division,
5. 7th Cavalry Brigade.
&, Royals.,
On.  NuSeT
6. 3rd Regiment,
7. 6th Machine Gun.S8qdn.

DRESS 3 Drill Order with Caps ., Enemy will wear Helmets.
Haversack ration and feeds to be carried.

O rounds of blank ammunition per man will bs carried.

e — i — e p— —
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6th Cavalry Brigade JSchemse
to be carried oult on
Tuesday 11lth Septomber, 1917,
Re f‘: Liap A S A Al A R
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HAZEBROUCK 5A. 1/100,000.

GENERAL IDEA.

A main German line of defence running appruximats}y along
the Canal de la LYS and the River de la LYS, )
. has been pierced between MIRVILLE and
TEEROUANNE, and the Germans are retiring rapidly in a North
Westerly direction, covered principally by Cavalry and
machine guns,

The enemy's Cavalry are reported advancing in large
numbers .

SPECIAL IDEA.

— i, B — ey e — o i mo

The 3rd Dragoon Guards and a sub-section of the 6th
Machine Gun Squadron will represent the German Rear Guard,
and will take up a position on the line from the X-Roads
about 400 yards North West of the L in LA CULNEWELE -
9EROUS to the T Roads North of the E in LE CROQUET,and
will hold it at all costs until receiving orders to withdraw,

Troope to be in position by 9-30 a.m. and no patrols
to be sent out boefore that hour.

DRESS; Drill Order. 3rd Dragoon Guards and sub-section of
" Bth Machine Gun Squadron will wear steel helmets-
the enemy,caps.

Haversaclk ration and feeds to be carried.

5 rounds of blank ammunition per nan will be carried.
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1 havo propered & Circuler Somorendum embruocing tho
vericas polnte shieh I think reguire special attention by all
concornod Guring the tine whioh 1ies before, and in sarrying out -
the oporetions &n whlch we shall shortly be engaged. The polnts i
 mentioned ere gonerslly the result of ny cbeervetion of the work:
deno Guring the new attsck formntion csoroises we have beon enseged
in lotolye

Plonse be pood encugh to lmprece on your Dettelion :
comn dorg, end they in thelr turn on thelr Suis lion Giflowrs )
ond Section Coenders the ehoolute neeecelty of etulylng all theee
things Af we aro to succeed, and withi's ofnimn of Josss IL s
clso most pogessery thet the mon should bo told everything thet
uummmmmmmzmwhmm
tiat moudedpe whic: gives then full confidonce on thoe day of _
bettlo. J

Tours sinocerelye.
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T0 BE HANDED INTC BRIGADZ HEADGUARTERS HEKORS GOING II'TO THE LINE.

L]
— - -—--r.-“--i—-

The following points require special attention in the forth-
coming operations in which the Division will be engaged: ~

1. The advance of the troops detailed for the attack irom the " jumping
off 1ine" to & pogition close to our barrasge must be made quickly.
Je can only expoct from 4 to 5 minutes' grace before the Boche
berrage falls. _—

2. The "beaters" or"skirmishers" must follow the barrage closely.
They should be eble to keev within 40 yards oi 1t.

3, The barrage will give you the line; you must take care to kesep
going in the right direction.

4, Remember you are attacking an area. Your troops must therefore
be distributed over the whole of that area from front to rear and
from flank to flank, and "mopvers up" nmust search for the Boches
who are sure to lie low. -

5. Supporting platoons must fill up any gap caused by the troops in
front being drawn in towards "strong points”.

6. There must be no cessation of the continuous forward movement.
1f one part of our advance ig held up, the flanks must go on.

n. Definite bodies of troops must be detailed to capture, garrison,
and consolidate "known" strong pnoints.

8. Keep touch witiu other units on your flank. If they fail to
aepture strong points, you must take them on should their capture
be necessary to safe-guard your flank.

9. Never fell back becsuse there are gaps in your line when you
reach the end of your area. KRemember it is far worse for the
Boche, who will hesitate to get into those gaps; if they do, they
should be captured or destroyed.

10. Go for "strang points" as soon as the barrage 1ifts. Speed is
everything. Have & Stokes bomb ruady to blow in any iron doors
of "pill boxes" and drop bombs down any chimneys or ventilation
plpes.

11. Stokes lortars must be taken well forward snd used with the sling
until there is ample time for fixing up the stand.

12. RBoonomise men. Don't send three men to do a job that two can do.

13. Battalion and Company Commenders must keep a reserve in hand to
dsal with unforeseen contingencies until the area has been thoroughly
searched.

14, iizke un your mind before you start how you are going to congolidate
methodically, and remember that you must be ready at all times
for ths inevitable counter-attack.

15, Gontrolled raoid Lewis gun and rifle fire is your best defence.

If you cherge with the bayonet, charge in line together.

16. If the Boche starts barraging your line, go forward into shell
holes. Illever withdraw. _

"w, Avoid Boeche trenches, roads, and other ranging marks.

18. Carry your rifle covers into action, tied to your rifle, <Leep
your rifles clean and in perfect working order.

19. Try snd get cover and a field of fire when you can, but don't mask
the fire of your own platoon.

20. Don't bunoh together and don't keep more men than neocessary to
work Lewis guns, Vickers guns, and trench mortars. Send the rest of
the detaechmant to cover near bYy.

21. You are sure to get gas shells - be on the look out for them.
Practise your men in putting on their small Jox respirators and
remembar that you are responsible for seeing that your mem are
well drilled in this.

- 22, Carry out your work as far as possible in silence. £llow no talking
or shouting, &nd give short, clear ORDIRS - explanations are out
of place. Never use the word REITIRE.

Explain to your men that an officer in action must have their
whole attention is he is to lead them successiully.
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o3, You are sure to D€ in for & long day's fighting so 8ave your
men. lihenever you can do so, let them rest., but always post & man
as "look out".

o4, Think out how you &are going to send nack information and where and
how you will move your signallers. pon't forget to 1ight flares
when "contact planes" o5ll for them. Provide yourself with
'maps énd messege" Torms.

05, Make sure you have the S.0.5., Signals and xnow how to use them.

6. laks sure you take with you in the attack enough food, water,
smmunition, and stores for 48 hours.

o7, Take no maps, pPapers, or documents into sction which msey 0@ of value
to the Boche. IT you have the misfortune to be captured, only
give your rank and neme. vour mea need only give thelr number
in eddition. Don'?® talk to strengers @vel though they &re dressed
in Austrolian uniform. Remember that your comrades' lives eénd
the success of the operations may depend on your keeping silent.

og, Offigers of units gsasembling in rear prenaratory to "leap frogging”
through & unit must make themselves gscquainted with the tactical
situation befora the barrage COmMmences to sdvence again towards the
next objective.

09, Pipally, remember you sre £ better man theén the Boche in every way
and you are backed by a vaatly superior Artillery. 1f you f;ght'wltt
your brains as wall as your weapons, you must veat him. |
Remembar you &re fighting for an area of country, not for & line -
so atick to ths job given you and 4o it thoroughly.
hen ha launches his DIE counter-attacks, we mugt be holding our
sres 811 the way from the front to the rear with & series of
fortified posts, sach ready to hold out to the bitter end.

Thoe distribution in depnth is the xoy-note to success.

Major Genersal,

14th September 1917. Commanding 5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.
Distribution: Conies:
ath Infantry Brigade 25
14th Infentry Brizade 25
15th Infsntry Brigede 2D
Copies %O
Divisional Artillery 1
Divisionel Engineers DS
Divisional Signal CoO. f &
Divisionsl Train j
AeDolM.3: y ¥
L | QII 1 .
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OPERATIONS ON 20th SEPTEMBER—SECOND ARMY.

During the night 19th-20th September our attacking troops moved to their assembly
positions. Rain fell heavily during the night, and was followed by thick mist in the early
morning.

At 5.40 a.m. the attack was lannched on a front of 6,800 yards, extending from the Ypres—
Comines Canal to South of the Ypres—Roulers Railway, where the front of attack was
prolonged to the North by the Fifth Army.

The three objective lines for attack were :—

() Red Line.

Hessian Wood—East of Groenenburg Farm—Western slopes of the Bassevillebeek Valley—
~— Dumbarton Linkes—Herenthage Chateau—East of Inverness Copse—Fitzelarence Farm—East
of Glencorse Wood and Nonne Boschen Wood—and along the banks of the Hannebeek,
The IX. Corps on the right attacked with troops of the Worcesters, Glnucesters, North
saffords, Wiltshire, Welsh and Cheshire Regiments, belonging to the lﬁbh Division.
The X, Corps in the centre attacked with troops of the :—

Sherwood Foresters ]
Rifle Brigade 89th Division.

Queen’s |
K.R.R. [ 41st Division.
Hants.

Northumberland Fusiliers |
West Yorkshire |

The I. Anzae Corps on the left attacked with the :(—
2nd Australian Brigade |

238rd Division.

1st Australian Division.

Srd 3 H j
Ttlh ¥y 1
o e s ]

The first objective line was gained about 6.15 a.m. without much opposition.

(b) Blue Line.

Hessian Wood —Belgian Wood—Western Slopes of Tower Hﬂmlets—?eldhneh Ridge—Black
Wateh Corner—Western Edge of Polygon Wood—Albert Redoubt—Iron Cross Redoubt—
Anzae Farm.

The advance commenced at 7.15 a.m. on the right and 7.40 a.m. on the remainder of the
Sront of attack.

The IX. Corps continued the attack with the same troops of the 19th Division,

The X. Corps employed troops of the—

Sherwood Foresters 4 0
H.R.R. } ngh Dl'\vlﬁ-lﬂﬂ-
Queen's
K.R.R. 41st Division.
Hants.
Northumberland Fusiliers |
Yurhshue 28rd Division.
The I. Anzac Cﬂ?‘pﬂ continued the attack with the same troops of the 1st and 2nd Australian

'‘Divisions.

The IX. Corps gained their Second Objective before 7,45 a.m,

The X. Corps met with strong resistance—the 124th Brigade (41st Dwmmn} were held up
by snipers at Het Pappotfje Farm and subsequently by machine guns in dug-outs East of
Bodmin Copse. Both these points were taken before 9.45 a.m.

Enemy's machine gun and rifle fire active from Wood West of Basseville Beek in
J. 26 d central.

The remainder of theE’. Corps fought their way forward across the Basseville Beek and
through the Woods North and South of Herenthage Chateau, and overcame the hostile resistance
by 9.45 a.m. A hostile counter-attack developed near Dumbarton Lakes about 8 a.m., but
was replilsed..

I. Anzace Cnrps secured their Second Objective Line before 10 a.m., being checked
tamporvarily only in the ne:ghhnmhnu& of Black Wateh Corner, where the Eltuﬂtmn was quickly
cleared up.

(¢c) Green Line.

The Hastern slopes of the Tower Hamlets—Veldhoek Ridge—through Polygon Wnud——the
Western slopes of the Upper Steenbeek Valley.
The advance commenced at 10 a.m. on the X. Corps and I. Anzac Corps fronts.
The X. Corps employed : —
Royal Fusiliers |
East Surrey - 41st Division.
R. West Kent J

Durham I.I. | B
% Weik Biding o ) 23rd Division.

The I. Anzac Corps used the same Brigades as for the previous objectives.

The X. Corps made slow progress on the right with the 41st Division, but succeeded in
establishing the Green Line near Tower Hamlets before 2.30 p.m.

i ] - -
v e i L
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To the South of Tower Hamlets the Right Battalion of the 124th Brigade (41st Division)
'. wae unable to advance beyond the Blue Line owing to heavy casualties. Touch, however, was
| maintained on both flanks, one Battalion of the 128rd Brigade (41st Division Reserve) being
& sent forward to form a defensive flank South of Tower Hamlets.
| The 23rd Division on the Left reported final objectives gained at 12.45 p.m.

Consolidation was at once commenced and redistribation of troops for defence in depth
taken in hand.

All our objectives for the day were gained with the exception of one strong point South of
Tower Hamlets, which was still holding out at midnight 20th-21st September.

The fighting between Tower Hamlets and the southern extremity of the Tower Hamlets
Ridge continued till 6.80 p.m., when a final effort by our troops succeeded in gaining ground
towards the final ebjectives of the Centre Corps.

The enemy developed three strong counter-attacks which were dispersed by our artillery,
rifle and machine-gun fire.

(1) On X. Corps front, about 12 noon, enemy troops estimated to be about one regiment

(three battalions) advanced from the direction of Nieuwe Kruiseecke along the North
of the Menin Road towards Veldhoek. ,

(2) On 1. Anzac Corps front, about 1.80 p.m., enemy troops, probably of the 457th and 458th
Regiments of the 286th Division, advanced westwards across Polygon Wood to
the North of Cameron House.

(8) On I. Anzae Corps front, about 6.10 p.in., a determined counter-attack developed against
out troops in the Polygon Wood ; it reached the high ground in the Polygon Wood
before it was erushed. This was also made by troops of the 286th Division.

In addition to the three eounter-attacks referred to above, hostile concentrations took place
at various localities but were dispersed, before they developed into actual attacks, by our
artillery fire, on information obtained from our low-flying aeroplanes,

(1) Near Zonnebeke, at 8.80 a.m., local reserves—probably one battalion of Tth R.L.R.

(2) South of Droogenbroohoek, at 9.45 a.m., about 800 men—probably a resting battalion of

the 121st Division. '

(3) Polygon Wood, at 10.20 a.m., aboul one battalion—probably also of the 121st Division.

(4) North of Zandvoorde at 12.40 p.m.—strength unknown, but troops assembled behind
Zandvoorde Ridge— probably from resting battalions of 207th Division from South of
Kruiseecke.

(5) Bast of Zandvoorde—between 2 and 2.30 p.m., about one battalion on the move
northwards.

(6) North of Polygon Wood—at 8.40 p.m., about one regiment (three battalions) probably
from 236th Division.

(7) East of Zandvoorde—at 5 p.m., about one battalion on the move northwards, probably
from the resting battalions of the 24th Division in the vicinity of Wervieq!

(8) North of Tenbrielen—at 6 p.m., about one battalion on the move northwards, also
probably from the 24th Division.

The enemy Divisions belonging to the Wytschaete Group (Corps) on the front of attack

from South to North were:—
207th (Prussian) Division,
i 9th (Prussian and Polish) Reserve Division.
Bavarian Ersatz Division.
121st (Prussian) Division.

Each Division had three Regiments in front line, with local reserves close at hand (probably
one Battalion of each Regiment); the two northern Divisions each had one Battalion in close
support.

: All Divisions and Regiments were identified by prisoners before 8 a.m., The 9th Reserve,
Bavarian Ersatz and 121st Divisions suffered heavy casualties during the forenoon of the 20th
September and may be considered as unlikely to be available for use for some time.

Two counter-attack Divisions appear to have been set in motion from the Dadizeele Line
early in the day and appeared on the battle front during the afternoon between the Menin Road
and North of the Ypres—Roulers Railway.

These counter-attack Divisions were the 286th Division and 16th Bavarian Division, which
carried out, or attempted to carry out, counter-attacks North of the Menin Road.

The hostile troops, which appeared near Zandvoorde after 12 noon, came from the direction
of Wervieq (24th Division).

Considerable movement of troops was observed on roads leading from Wervieq via Tenbrielen
towards Zandvoorde. Smoke screens were put up by the enemy to hide this movement, which was,
however, dealt with not only by artillery fire but by machine gun fire from low-flying aeroplanes.

During the day our aeroplanes have been very active. Contact patrols have flown low over
the enemy's positions since early morning and have given valuable information of the assembly
of enemy's troops for counter-attack. Artillery machines have been active till darkness set in
and have enabled onr batteries to keep the enemy under control. Hostile troops and transport -
have been attacked with machine gup fire in back areas from an average height of 800ft.
Reconnaissances have been carried out of the Wervicg—Roulers—Menin and Wervieg—
Moorslede Area.

Hostile aireraft have been active in their attempts to hinder our aerial activity ; 50 combats
took place, in which six hostile machines have been shot down and three driven down out of
control, while six of our machines have not returned to their aerodromes. In addition, one
hostile machine was shot down with Lewis Guns by the South Wales Borderers on the battle

: front during the evening.
| Total Prisoners passed through Corps Cages or Casualty Clearing Stations for 24 hours up
to 6 p.m. on 21st September-—44 Officers and 1,564 other ranks.

4 29nd September, 1917. W. ROBERTSON, Lieut.-Colonel,
General Staff, Second Army,

7. 8. Co.—1130—£00—23-0-17
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l_ 3 8th Infantryirigade
mmm

o X
v
‘[‘4

The points I wanto@ to spesl: to you about this morning
u:mm-mwmmm : '

- 13 # (a) ire satisfied with the artillery ropapetion end
| r - a-J:! iIs there strongz point, machine gun

on your frent oonsides is mot being
Mnmn-mn T

(b) It is intention to the superimposed btatteries

the Lrong Guring the barrege
?mmnu:!msatmi -

in satisfactory liaison with the Fleld
which is at your call?

(a) Are satisfied thmt the forming mmm

nr:?mh nit;n‘tmw# 111 ve
reservos w

wttuuﬁmuut

{e) Are the routes for the movenment of troops forward
properly laid doan and boling meried? 8

coxzxmnications to Bat
(f) ‘re your 2 talion Headgusriors

.nwwummu of ting e
close as possible arre mx?nnﬂn X

ﬂsm%m.mutmmn

tnm,-mm
E affeir on our axtrene right
aornin: shows the necessity.

(1) Give a finsl warning about rushing
pill boxes #ith deternination amd ro

| I)hum con assist ad units with
| 3 ”tm Joining with your

’ | mmmmmmm&mmmh
obtalined your objcotive. "

tl)mmwmhw:rmmtmhmmu
thlm

{e) sre

(g) Do

w%mmmmmmt

mmﬂ
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8 jor=Gonerel,
25t September,1917. | Commending S5th Austrelisn Division.
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Headquarters,
Sth Australian Divisien,
30th September, 1917.

Chmrades of the 5th Australian Divisinnm,

With the invaluablc help of our splondid artillery, Put
under exceedingly trylng end difficult ccnditirna,\ygu have during
the past week's operatiens, with cempleto success, carried out the
task asgigned te the Divisipen =~ and mere = and netwithstanding
the most stronuous, rrelonged and persistent efforts of the encemy

to prew;;'ent our attack, to defeat 1t when mede, and te reb us eof

the frults of our success when our objectives werc gained,

We have fought the Boche tqQ a finish, dcfeated him,
inflicting en him very heavy lrsses,

To gnod discipline, tharough preraration and training,
and, abeve all, the whole~hecarted co-erdinatien and ce-oporatien
of all arms and brenchos of tho Divisicn, owr success is due, and
I tgke thls oppertunity of most heartily thanking you all fcr the
long and strenuous work of training and preparation and onZrat-
ulatc you on the victory wecn, which has earnod fer the Division
the cengratulations and thenks of the Commander-in~Chief, the
Army Coammander, our own Corps Commandcr and tho Commerder of the

II ANZAC Cerps, undor which the Division served when it first .

came to France,

We are justified in hoping that Australia tec will be
gratified and rroud of the success that hes crowned our efforts.

+
o

K
?}/ | :jw m‘i%’fv{’}ﬁ |
: Ma jer-General,
Commanding 5th Australian Division,
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