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. SEN K
S WAR DIARY. @?E&:’k _;
Bl 7 A *Jéj,
D, M.0. - AUGUST, 1918.
1s%. Aﬂ.g‘ai-

9th. Brigade out im rest. As their Bombing Offiecer evacuated
injured by premature burs?® of No.37 Gremade, I fired the teat of
the mew smti-tamk gremade for the Bri gade-Major. Gremade foumd %o
be securate for poimt blamk fire up %o 80-90 yards amd reported
favourably om 1it.

The Musketry Ranges mear DAOURS at presemt used by Ameriecan
troops im traiming who will not £imnish till the 3rd. inmst.

ond. August.

" carried om imstruetiomn of 1lth. Brigade N.C.0s. Sehool inm
0.36, 34 and 27 Gremades.

b il

3rd. August.

Lecture om taetical use of Smoke to above Sehool with
demonstration by a platoom of the Sehoolof the method of attaek.
Demomstration also of the use of the mew anti-tank gremade amd the
NO e Dl o

4th. .l.ﬂ.gl:lﬂ'b-

gent for by A.A. & Q.M.G., with reference t0 ammuaition dumps
for fortheoming operations. Amounts required diseussed with
D.A.Q.M.G., and them sent to see Brigades thereom and %o seleet
site for Divisional Forward Dump. selected 62.De 0.10.0.80.20. as
being elose to Junetion of roads ru.nn:l.ng to north and south of
Divisional sector, as being on a motor ransport road and well
hidden by row of trees. Corps %o deliver ammunition to DAOURS
chureh whence it is to be sent forward by horse transport at night
as motor lorries not permitted to go beyond DAOURS. Arranged for
unloading party at DAOURS, further one at the Dump and a permanent
fusing party of 1 N.C.O. and 12 O.,Rs. at dump.

oth. Lﬂ-mt .

Rainy day and visibility poor so deeided to0 start f£illing
forward dump by day. Motor lorries from Corps very late and
irregular in arriving. Unloaded at DAOURS from lorries 700000 rds
S.A.A. 30,000 Grenades, 1650 atokes shells together with other
ammunition. With G.S. wagons from D.A.C., sent forward to dump
620,000 rda. S.A.A., 28,500 Grenades, 800 3tokes shells, remainder
being kept baek to issue $0 Brigades. Unloading eompleted at
Porward Dump at 11 p.m., hindered very much by the tremendous
smount of traffie on the roads. All ammunition at Dump placed on
dunnage and eamouflaged with branehes before finished. Corps
delivered ammunition short with regard to Stokes shells whieh
were to be delivered 6th.

6th August.

Issued ammunition remaining at DAOURS to 9th andi 1lth
Brigades to equip troops. Corps made mistake and sent Stokes shells
$to wrong loeation but D.A.C. brought them forward to Dump by
horse transport to RIVERY. visibility again very pooT. Party busy
fusing grenades. Dump shelled during night, large ealibre shell JIm
just missing one of the staeks of Stokes shells.

7th August.

Oeceupied fusing at Dump and at end of day had 3,000 No.23,
3,000 No.36 & 1,000 No,34 grenades fused. 4th Aust. Division had
their supply tanks blown up so had to supply them with 4,000
No,.36 grenades and arranged to replace them.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO11438



aﬁn‘% | A X [“ﬂ
8th August.

ZERO day. 4th Division took over dump at their zero hour.
Fusing party continued working for 4th Division. Division now
in reserve bshind 4th Division.

9th August.

S«A.A, section D.A.C. moved up to POUILLOY, Suggested to
D.A.Q.M,G. establishment of new Forward Dump of ammunition salved
from late Brigade Dumps. Reeconnoitred dumps in old 11th Brigade
area to get idea of number of waggons required to move the stuff
forward,

10th Eﬂgﬂﬂtn

Reeonnoitred position for dump and seleeted REGINALD WOOD,
62 D, Q¢204b.90.55 as being on metalled road suitable for Motor
Transport and in eentre of Divisional area. Fusing party moved
forward and got first load in at 7 p.m. Reconnoitred old 9#ir
9th Brigade dumps with view to eolleeting them,

11th August.

Out reconnoitring 10th Brigade dumps andl area gensrally.
Salvage operations earried on steadily.

lgﬁh lngnﬂt-

Salvage operations econtinued and by night had 400,000 rds
S.A.A. 6,000 Grenades, 1,600 Stokes shells &e¢ in the Dump and
Brigade Dumps ce¢leared up. At 8 p.m. handed dump over to Officer
of 17th Division who were relieving us.

13th.‘ﬂgu3t-

e i —-‘ —

Reported back %o Divisional H.Q. and arranged to keep fusing =
party together for future possible operations,

14th August.

s Brigades resting and re-organising, whole Division out of the
Qe

15th August.

Down to Prench trenches south of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX to obtain
gpécimens of Prench grenades for instruetional purposes and got
V.B., F.0., and eitron grenades for the purpose,
16th August,

Tested Temple Bomb Thrower for No.23 Rifle Grenades. Test very
unsa ti efaetory both as to range, direction, safety anl aceuraey, ons
of the ehambers burst. Arranged with Salvage O0fficer for eomplete
set of German grenades for eaeh battalion in the Division for
instruetional purposes.
17th August.

Traininf 43rd Battalion in No.36 Rifle Grenade and partieularly
in the use of No,27 & 37 Smoke grenades.

18th August.
Training eontinued, Rifle and Lewis Gun seetions.
19% sugust.
Ti'hining suspended owing to Brigade moving into forward area.
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20th Auguet. \PPENDIX, -

Divis ion took over from Iiaison foree ani took over latter's
Ammunition Dump at J.28.e.70.60, Very large quantity of ammunition
there but very little fused and part of it damaged by weather and
unfit for issue.

2lst .L'Ilgu.Et lr

OQecupied at Dump pieking out unservieeable ammunition. Fusing
of No.36 & No.23 Grensdes commenced in the proportion of 2 to l. At
end of day had 2,000 No.36 and 1,000 No.23 established. 1lth
Brigad.ﬂ established dump at Ke32.0.,85.15.

22nd .ﬂ.ﬂgllﬂt-

Pusing earried on all day till 5,000 No.36 and 2,000 No.23
completed. Went up to see 9th Brigade with regard to ammunition.
‘.EhHJ‘ established dumps at Ililg-h-‘mtrﬂl, Ke28:8.7.5 & KelB.de6.3,

23rd 111311815 v

Small number of No0.27 & 34 Grenades fused in ease of emergenses.
Up to see 9th and 10th Brigades with regard to ammunition.

R

Pinally eompleted the pieking out of damaged ammunition, largely
Stokes shells whieh had been fused and eartridged and then exposed
to the weather.

25th August.

11lth Brigﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ established Dump 8 at L.4.4.2.7., Lel6ebo2:60, &

Leld.De2.3.
Went forward and seleeted site at L.16.2.90.20 :for;orlrard.

pivis fonal Dump. Sent up there 60,000°Rifle amd 60,000°M.G.S.4.A.
with grenades &e., completed by 10 p.m.

26th Augus t.

]iitiaiunal Dump moved up from J.28.8.70.60 t0 Ke29+8.8.3.,
48 G.S.Wageon loads. Colmpleted by 4 p.m.

27th August.

Reconnoitred old Brigade Dumps and area generally to move them
forward., Arranged with D,A.C, to commenee wWork on the morrow. D.A.C,

S.A.A. seetion moved up to CHIPILLY.

28th August.

Cleared out with D.A.C, waggons ﬂlﬂ. dumps at X.32.4.950.80,
Ke32.0.95.15, Ke28.4:.7.5. and an Eﬂgliﬂh Dump in X.18.a., the
ammunttion thus obtained going to forward dump in L.16.8.90.20.Went

foxward to choose site near SUZANNE for forward dump but on return
diseovered that owing to new advanee the site chosen would not be

sufficiently far forward.

29th Auguste.

Cleared 0ld dumpe at K.22.0.90.40 & K.18.d.6.3, Went forward and
ehose new forward Dump in front of CURLU at H.1l.e.70.60.

30th August.
S.A.A. seetion moved up to L.23.4.60.20., Part of main dump moved

T A T1e24:.8.20:30. 0ld Br:l.ga.ﬁll dﬂﬂp& at L-lgnb-.mt-, I.é.d.ﬂ-?-,
Lel6.b.2,6. & Leld.be2.3 eleared and ammunition moved t0 L.24.6.20.30.
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-4~ APE  NDIX
olst August. &,

Suggested that the amount of ammunition to move with Divis ion
and be dumped be eonsiderably redueced and the suggestion adopted.
The Dump &t L.l6.,8.90.20 was eleared and the ammunition forwarded
to the new Main Dump at L.24.¢.20.30.

Motor Lorries lent by Corps eompleted move of main dump to
Le.24 and D,A,C, waggons moved up to the new Forward Dump at
Hel.e.70.60 the new establishment for a eomplete main dump.

GENERAL REMARKS,

TRAINING.
to the operations undertaken during the month no training
was possible.

AMMUNITION SUPPLY.
0 eu was experieneed in supply matters. The following
amnunition was most required and used ; in order of importanee ;-

3. Al‘i nl G.
" Rifle

Grenades, No,36

Stokes Shells

Grenades, No.23
» No,.27
" 3. 0-3-

Very little use was made of No.34 Egg Grenades and praetiecally
none of No.,35 Rifle Grenades.

Operations also shewed that the present Mobile Eehelon of the
Sed.As Seetion might well be revised so as to inelude Stokes Shells,
No.&87 & 34 Grenades, S.0.S., Signals & Red & Green Verey Lights. At
the saerifiee of a comparatively small amount of S.A.A. all these
eould be carried and the eehelon would be really mobile.

The poliey of systematieally eleaning up the area of ammunition
behind the advanee saved praetieally entirely the drawing of fresh
ammunition from Corpe and in the last 10 days alone resulted in the
eollection of 800,000 rds., S.4.A. 11,000 Grenades, 1,000 Stokes
Shells and other items,

(Signed) L.H.BIDDULPH.
Lieut.
D. M. O.
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