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APPENDIX 33& W.0,19 e

v

Ref, 1/188000
172850000

lﬁ"a""r 1

A& N,Z Mtd Division,

Imperial Mtd Division,

Eastforce,

D.,.D.M.S, .4

Hgnate,

1, The Desert Solumn Mounted Troops will hold the 1line -
IN SEIRAT pt 310 - ABASAN EL KEBIR on night 27th/88th,
a,

The 1ine 18 Adivided into two esections

() Left Section = A.& ¥,2,Mtd Div (less one Bde) Commdr
¥a Jor th. Sir B,C,Chauvel X,C,M,G,,C,2,

from point 310 (inclusive) unt 60Z FL TAIRE to North

East end of liur with stncl ree at the I of GOZ EL

ATRE (inclus
b) Right Bictzan - Jitd Div - Commander Major General
-un c ?‘ﬁ 2CeB., fron single

tree exglusive to Amm xrh1R tneltsive

s, Stand! truli w11} Ye pushed as far aeg the WADI
GHUZZE and W . A 1line of squaéron piquets
will remin sadﬁitd pared to hold tacticsl pointe
in the line til1 the mnln g::; can saddle up,

4, Jeft section will be on the Westward slopes of
60z EL AIRE about $ mile § of IX SEIRAT,
H.Q.,Right Section will be about SHEIKH HAMUDI,
H.Q.Desert Column about 1000 yarde £,W, of present
position, in front of the present right nf thﬂ Imperiasl
Nounted Diviaian.

5, Plcquets should be in position by 1730,

6. Divisions will be ready to turn out at short notlice
and will be saddled up by 0600 tomorrow unless otherwise
ordered,

Vs Communications will be maintained by Cable, hello or 3
lanp, _ | |

8. Pires may be lighted except on the plcquet line,
" 9, Acknowledge, '
sd/ V.M,Fergusson, Lt Col,,

G-Sil
873,17, Desert Coluan,

Alr racdnnaissancaﬁ 1515 pute about 2500 Infantry and
Mounted men 5 miles E, of UM JERRAR,
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Report on country in n&ighbnurhaod_ of GAZA. Q‘
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WATER. { :
JEBALIEH. - Pools of water. 3 -,
ALI MUNTAR - One well, good water. fé;
In the Wadi S.W.of BEIT DURDIS there are many small pools of surface

water. (WADI FUALLIS). In the WADI HALIB here are small pools of
surface water. At the mouth of the WADI GHUZZEE % mile East of

the caves to the sea there is rumning water (fresh) at a depth of

5 feet. There ie no water on the beach S.W.of GAZA.

BEIT LAHI - one well.

ROADS .

GAZA - DEIR SINEID and GAZA - NEJED are good motor roads.

There is a stone bridge near BEIT HANUN on the GAZA - NEJED road.
There are two roads running East from GAZA to BEIT DURDIS with
crossings made across the Wadils.

SEEIKH ABBAS - BEIT DURDIS good road along the top of the Wadi BENI
KHAMIS. This road is overlooked the whole way,ffom ALI MUNTAR.

OBSTACLES. :

The WADI FUALLIS is crossable only in plages and forms an obstacle
to movement on a broad front.

There are thick cactus hedges round JEBALIEH NUZLEH SHEIKE REDWAN.
W.of SHEIKH REDWAN the country 1is open.

The sandhills S.W.of GAZA are elther very sandy or else very crumb-
1ing. It would be difficult to make trenches in them without revetting
material .

Gune could support an attack from the N.findlng cover behind the
ridges,but they could not move in the aandhil%s. : z
N.of the ALI MUNTAR ridge the surface is like"rotten limestone™ and
is only croesable in certain places.

Mouth gf the WADI GHUZZEE. The Wadi near the sea is full of quick-
sands. The crossing on the main GAZA road 1s good, 80 &lsoO is the

crossing nesr the saves. = mile W.of main road there 1s another !
uroaaigg. There is al1so & road crossing along the sand jusi clear O

of the sea, but just inside this is the worst part of the quick-#ands.
Wadi can be crossed by the cavesor sea shore without shewing up

from ALI MUNTAR.
TEL EL JEMMI - there is no crossing for cars.

TURKISH TRENCHES.
[1) There 18 & 1ine of trenches from EL MINEH EN NU ZLEH facing

NIE-& Hi
(2; Thers is a line of trenches about TEL EL TINEH.

(3) In front of this 1line there 1s a third line along the trees

\
.0f TEL EL TINEH. :
s When GAZA has been taken by our troops,the best line to hold is

aemong the cactus hedges just North of JEBALIEH.
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REPORT on Topography and Water discovered during the course 2
of operatioms on 26th,March, by Imperial Mounted Division, o

————
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soll -
The coumbtry throughout was hilly, 'chiefly clay, with lonaoiﬁ'
stones appearing on the surface the further North the operations.
progreasged., - _ | |

The hills are grass covered and slopes gentle, & proportion
i3 cultivated and covered witih green bzrlsy or wheat, |

The country 1s utterly fectweless and very difficult to
locate ona's position in, even with the best map by dsylight, At
night without.ba&rin;s it ig extremely dlificult, not to say im-
poeslble to find one's way drom any one reint to another, even
though one may heve Just come from the first polnt,

The only obstacles mét with are thie deep steep slded Hedls
with thelr small bPranches, nsgotlable by mounted aen singlybut d
impassable without preparction by for,ed bodles or wheeled vehicled

Preparation ol banke for passage of trcoprs on broad franis
would be an easy and gulck task, %

The chief of these Wadis zre WADI EI, SHERAY and WADI IMLEIH
RUNNING INTQ THE WADI GHUZZEE,

2, WADI EL HUMRA and WADI IL FUALLIS running into WADI BENY
EHAMIS North of KH, KUFTIEH, and Scuth of BEIT DURDIS, .

Thege WADIS are similar in character to those met with at
the Northern end of the GOZ EL TAIRE ridge, only the sides appear
steeper and cf stiffsr clay,

The bettom or beds of the WADIS are also stifi clay or loam
soll, and s the Divisloa progresesed North more weter was discove
ered in pooles In these WADI beds, Unfortunately these pools are
emall and wldely scparated, and seldoa contaln sufficient to water
more than the horses of one sauadron to one regiment,

The bLest pools found were in the brasnches of the WADI ZEL
HUMRA and WADI EL FUALLIS, 5,W, of KHURBET EiL RESSEIM and in the
maln beds oi itne above WADIS between KHURBET KUFTEH and BEIT DURDIS -
and N,&, of the latter place,

$hese pools being shallow are llable 1o rapid evaporation
&8 the weather pecomses hotter, and cannot be depended on for any
contlnued supply.

In addition to these pools, old stone lined clsterns are
spread over most of the country, Several of thnese neid an apprec-
1able quantity of water, though several others were silted up,
| The water contalned in them was of excellent guallty,

- ————_—_ Deveral claterns were found both N.and S, of the BIR- SABA
P road , between EHIRBIT SIHON and KHIRBIT RISSIEM |
‘ . The c¢lstern marked at KUFTIEH was destroyed,

The most notlceable features in the country passed through ‘
are:- The square bullding of mud and stone on Hill 467, A prominent
landmark used by the enemy for registration, 1s on a hill ‘which
gives & commanding view to the North, West and South,

Hill 405 which commands the whole of the basin in which BEIT

g DURDIS is situated, |
: ROADS AND TRACKS, .
| Two traczs are in constant use and of sound bottom,tho
£§?' only of rough native construction, These are the GAZA - SABA and
% GAZA - DURDIS - LASEN roads, both these shewed signs of constant
:; use by wheeled traffic, and appeared to ksep hard and ln good con-
- N dition in splte of not being metalled,
e Other tracks exist but would cut up very badly in a short
space of time elmilerly to the roads West of the WADI GHUZZEE,
The. country affords excellent opportunities for the operatlons
E of mounted troops and is particularly sulted to their action,with
the exception of the water supply which l& very limited, aud W

Eb.;-{,h.n e macntol bj.ﬁ-hl_ Wasl beds abuove WM :
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i Headquarters, & Rdle iy ..‘,jﬂlg, |
- Desert Column. ; | ey

In reply to your GG 8 dated 29/3/17.

- 'Main road to HAREIRA was reconnoitred to within 2 miles of
HAREIRA. It is passable for all arms and the wooden bridge over the
WADI EL BAHA was crossed by an armoured car weighing 3% tons.
Cisterns on the side of the road were empty. The country in this
neighbourhood appeared passkle for all arms.

Round about HUJ on the Western side,roads feir but passable.
The country contains several Wadie which require reconnoitring for

{ armoured cars.,

Genersally speaking, for armoured cars work or heavy traffic
roads are fair, but cross country work entails a slow speed and
great care. |
; All obstacles met with were overcome by using our running boardi
tow ropes, spades etc. '

' sgd. W.A.ARMITAGE. Ma jor.
31/3/17. Commending 11th.& 12th.L.A.M.Batteries.
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