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BIR EL ESANI. =

MAATAGA. =

ABU GHALYUN. -
KHALASA. =

EL RAHEIBA. -

flE;IJIJiIﬂr =

2+ miles S.i.
well 50! deeD.

TH&HILﬂT B RPSHID. -~ 1 stone lined

REPORT ON WATER in area BIR EL ESANI =

MAALAGA -~ KHALASA - BIR ASLUJ = EL
AUJA - BIR EL ESANIL.
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Pools. Sufficient for one Brigade. ™

Water ﬁnleﬁ. Uncertein supply.

1 Stone 1lined well 20! deep.
camels.

1 stone lined well 25' deep.
cient for 1,000 camels a day.

10 = 15 cisterns.
1 Stone lined well. 18" diameter,
Water for 1,000 camels.

%z stone l-ined wells.
doubtful.

well &' deep.

Area South of
KHALASA = ABU =
~RBUAT.
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Area Bast of 1iqg

KHALASA ~ ASLUJ.
BIR TURKIA. -

W. MIRTABA.

15th May 1917.
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Plentiful supply, unlimited.

several wells but informstion scanty.
1 stons lined wedé 50' deep.
camels .

Unlined well. 50' deeps
Rain water cisterns, sometimes Arye.
Well blocked.s
Well blméked.
Rein water eisterns. Often dry.

2 Rain weter cisterns,

On reilway 8 miles Nortir of ASLUJd.
well B00' deeps Flentiful aunply.

258

Fair quality.

400"

Water for 1,000

=

19

gufficient for 100

suffi=

aeep s

water plentiful, but qualitys

et

of ASLUJ and + mile Fast of bridge Gn.rmaﬂ stone lined
Waper for 1,000 animals.

Water fresh and

Water for 1,000 camels.

Oistern of rain water somstimes Cry.:

Lone lined

water lies in poolg in winter and can be found in

plenty by digging 1in summert,
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A '__{‘-? " \q \G}O ! Beneral Staff,
| il . Desert Column,
\f‘ill}-‘! "h/ ﬂ:ﬂmirn ? . O/":ESE/ ©

T e 16th Nay 1%

ok

Imperial -Mounted Division.

. e S T RS S S A R RS R e e mm Rl bl e e P S = e ed R B
e

Reference mep 1/125,000,

The following is the approved schene

———¢ raid on the ememy's railway between ASLUJ and A

Saf -0 the operation will baes notified by wire.

% General Plan.

‘fh ﬁ:‘; : e
‘_.-'_.J.—":::'-' a4 N
" Todw L/lggi \

f : ]

Il""q.
[ -28

Headquariers,

DESERT COLUMN
th :i:[".:f lﬁll?u

for the forthcoming
UJA. The actual

-+ To attaeck the railway simultanceusly at three different
Plages and demoligh as much of the line as possible in 5 hoirs.
The Nounted Divigional ¥ield Sguadrons to move from ESANIY the

: o B JIREL

Camel, Brigade PField

Divigion as escort, from RAFA,

Troop, with one Sausdron Imperial Mounbted

g _;fﬁxiaxn1 To cover tlie operation the Imperial Mounted Division (less
' +-Raginent) to make a demonstration towards BIR SABA, while the
Anaac-ﬂﬂuntad Division moves t0 KHALASA in support of the raiding
Party, throwing out e strong flank towmrds BIR SABA. |
2‘ 3 x""l-"ﬂﬂ?eﬂ--
_ The following-moves will therefore take place on the under=
mentioned dayss-
(e8) ZIs¢@s Brigade.
-. (1)"0n W Day. | ;
: | | . Cemels of the 1.0, Brigade to reach Brigande area from
5 DEIR FI, BELAH at dusk. i R |
(11) _Hiﬁptlgjx.
The Camel Brigade to be reldéved on the line and pro-
ceed to R%J!‘ﬂ-) |
iii) On X Dayv.
The I.0. Brigede Lo move by Battalions independently
: under Bri%gd? arrengements s0 88 to concemtrate at BL HABU by 1800,
- iv '

On Y Day.
The Erigagﬂ to move at 1800, with
reach AUJA at 0400 on Z day.

" (b) Anpzac Mounted Diwision.
(1) X Day: "

BT

reach

egcort, @0 &8 Lo

with 1 Seetion

Cne Brigede, Anzac lounted Division,-*ess-R.Hesle
Battery, with both demolition Squadrons will lesave mARA
ANT at 1800 and will move thence at 2000 Ffor ASLUJ and

at 1500 and

TEVMATI, RASHED, via KHALASA, 80 &8 to reach these peints on the

reilwey 1%na)by 0400 on Z daye.
5

- and 1 Sectieon ReH. Ao
At 1900 the Anzac Mounted Bi%iﬂiﬂn, less one Brigades

will move to KHALASA, wia LESANT, so as to reaeh the aforementioned

plagce at 0400 on Z day. Thence to throw out o

strong flank on the

goneral line GOZ SHEIHILI - UM AUJA to watch approachss from BIR

SABA.

(e) Infantry Division.

The Divisional Commander wil) arrange to talke oWer the

BEl, SHA'UTH works fron the Anzace Moimted Division with one Battalien

Indian Infantry at 1400 on Y day,

(d) Imperial Moumted Division,
(i)” On X Day one Squedron will proceed to RAFA a8 escort

0 the 1.C. Brip

adegl under the orders of G.0.0. that Brigade, at

Bi. HABU on ¥ day in time to move off with it at 1800,

Tln'“ﬁ gﬁuﬂ{-[ Fon will jﬁ[ﬂ H“: f_C B'r'“;_,qgg_r

|
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(2) 25%
.

(i) ©On X Day the demolition Squadron wiil report to gZL
.0.0s Anzac lMounted Division at 1600.

(1ii) At 1900 on Y Day the Imperial lounted Division
(1ess one Regiment) will move from ABABAN to GAMLI, arriving at
that place at 2400 and 1T will move off again at 0200 Z Day and
move on to the 1ine UM SIRI - UM AUJA early on Z Day to demoniatrate
arainst BIR SABA. S

(iv) The 80-pdr Battery will move to GAMLI at dusk and
will report to G.0s0e "Imperial lounted Divigion at GAMLI for orders
s+ 2400, The Battery is placed under the orders of Imperial lMoun-
ted Division for this @peration.

(v) One Squadron will sesomzsay 0GCUDY I, GHABI and the
works joining that place with IL CAMLT by 1600ﬁ on Y Day and will
remain in defence of thet place until corpletion of operationse.

(vi) The rémaining Sdquadron of that Regiment will be
placed under the orders of G.0.0. Infantry Division at 1600 on ¥
day end, with the assigtance of the Divisional Squadron, will )
carry oubt the usual patrolling from Point 510 AEU SEAWISH GO SﬂUSAﬁ

R id.ge e

(e) MNotor lMechine Guns.
LioAclis Brigade_Ilesa 1 Battery) and Nos 7 Licht Car Patrol

will report to CGolumn Headquarters st T, GHABI on Z Day, leaving
~ ABASAN at 0400, '

Bs meﬂlitiﬂn.

(E.r) 100 Bri{i&ﬂ.eu
Th the ares allotted to thids Brigade there are two

culvebts = each of 10 arches = and & miles of railway line. It
should be possible between 0430 snd 1000 to destroy both these
culverts and the intervening linee.

(b) Mounted Divisional Field Squadrons.
The llomnbed Divisionel Field Squadrons will make I'es=—
vectively for ASLUJ and & polnt 4 mileg south-wegt of TEE&IL.HﬂﬁﬁEQ
-~ o digtance of 10 niles apart. From these places demolition will
toke place inwarde.
The 12-arch culvert 1 mile S.We OF TEIATL, RASHED and
that mear ASLUJ will be destroyeds

4, BSpeciel partles, cdditional to the strength of the trained

= roilway domolition squadrons, will be instructed in thse dﬂmﬂligiﬂn'
= of archeg end will undertalke the destruction of the above mentioned

e culvertsao

By Withdrawals

() Anzsc Mounted Division.

(1) Ae sopn as Jemolition hag been completed or ab 1000
at the lategt, the demolition parties will commence U0 wiithdraw
under orders of G.0.0. Hscort Beigade and should reach FHALASA by
12%0 at lateste

; (ii) Should the situatiod so demand G.0.0C. Anzac Hounted
Division will be responsible Ifor ordering, and covering, the withe=
drawel of the demolition Squadrons by a roubte West of KHATASA «

(iii) By 1430 at the latest the men and horses ashould bhe
ready to pesume the march IO NGANI. The Anzac Mounted Division
will move off at this hour providing for the security of the

g Division oy the moOVee
- (iv) By 1730 Anzec Mounted Division should be at ESANI
and, after two hours rest theres will return to FARA Tor the night
Z 'lei r

(b) Imperial liounted Divigliche

—_— =

Ls soon 98 ANzZac Mownted Division is well on its way to
ESANI the CGolumn Commender will, if the situation permits, order
the Imperial Mounted Division to fall beck on BAMLI, wihere it will
remain For the nmight Z/Z.l.

(6) I.Cs Brigade.

(i) If cireumstences permit the I.C. Brigade will com=
plete gghe demolition of the rails and culverts in 1ts ares /&ﬂd

# il
| L]
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() %fiii

and will concentmete at AUJL, with its eseort, and at 1600 will 5
.gommenee Withdrawing to the North and will spend the night Z 7 < ls
at some point about EL MAHDUD to be selected by G.0:Cs, 1.0 Brigade
(11) The Bripasde will march to RAFA on Z.l. day and will
return to kts plece on the line on the afterncon of Z 0. daVe’
(iii) The escort Squadron will rejoin its Brigade on the

afternoon of Z.l. daye

Be Egmmunisatiﬂni.

(i) Communicatlons #edwesn will be established by Desert
Uolumn Signals with Hoadquarters Imperisl lounted Divizion at
point 680 near I in GOZ LARHLEILAT and the Headquariers of Anzag
ounted Divisionl at point 820, & Tiles S.W. of ABU GHALYUN by cahle

helio and lamp.

(ii} G-On{jﬁ ANZ 8,0 I:G‘LHJ.LB‘:L Divi:i{'}ﬂ will bha 11951-}01-1511'];1& for
munication botween his Headquarters and the demolitlion
also endeavour to get inte touch, by hello, with
adguarters at Polnt 680 near g_in GOZ

keeping up cor
parties. He Will
Tmperial Mounted Division He
¥ ;hmlj ILJ'."LT . +

(iTi) Oommmication with the @amel Brigade will be by wire=
less,y by aeroplane, znd;"if"tTE-TurziEﬁftaiegrﬁph?iinﬁ'hﬁg”ﬂﬁﬁfhﬂﬁn-
dﬂEt?ﬂ?ﬂﬁ?“hTchiE"Eeanﬂ-:iﬁﬂ?-“fﬁﬂ'ﬁ?ETHT“thE‘Erigﬁdﬁhﬁﬂvﬁrinﬁ"ﬁhﬂ
Bammi&tiﬂn-EQﬁm&runE-wiii“%ﬁﬂre53mnﬂibia-thmh—%his—&iﬂe-is*cuﬁ-ﬁiﬂu
ﬂf“ﬂﬂﬁﬁf‘ﬂf”ﬁﬂﬁhﬂﬂﬁ?“ﬁhﬂrﬂﬂﬁr"tﬁiﬁ“iinﬂ“mmy“rﬂnj-bEfﬂfE'iﬁ“iE'ﬁEEﬁ
fﬁf-ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬂ%iﬂg"Wi%hr%EE—BEEE&—E?igﬁ&ET

Fi¢ne—-ts-intmct-or-other-

~6500-to-0556-~on-Z-Buy. I1n sddition te

(iv) Fm—ordnr—to-prove-whethsr—this=
wime—-+t-witt-be-tosgtd-Tron : : :
this, efforts will he made to get into touch with helio from the
neighbotrhood of ASTLUJ »

e

'?q- E'LID 11351 ; '
(1) oSupplies will Dbe required at RAFA Tor the Csmel Brigode
Por X day, Z.2 Days aril to i1l up three dayse gupplies expended 11

the operations. : :
(1i) sSupplies will be reguired for the egeort for T day and

Z el DE}:’?- ; .
(iii) In addition to this the Gamel BriBade will carry

three BHeys supply for iilsell and two days for .he oscorte |
ne will earry one days Ffood for man

(iv) The liounted Divislo B
and horse and will find one daye supp i bhelir

rebliiirle

1y for them &t GANLI,

e éllt illﬁ}r'la

(1) The Batteries of the ANZ&c Hounted Divigion will move
ision will not re~-

with pedrails = those of the Imporial Hounted Div

gulre theme g _
(i1) BeCes Rolhe Will meke errangements by which the guns of

+he Anzac Mourted Divigion have inereased teams for the operaltion.
(iii) Modified Armunition Colhrms will asccommany each

Meunted Divisions.

15 will be teken South of YHALASA except fore parts of

9. No whee _ 5
anfl 1 section Re.H.Ae BatieI'yo

1imbers for explosives,
10, All information reparding water in the area is lssued separ-

atelye

'Itei
T

11, Golumn Headguarters will be established at pﬂimt 510, Selio
of ®L, GHABI ab 0400 on Z Daye
(sgd) V. . Fergusson,

ILiesutenant=Colonel,
generak Stafl,
DESERT COLUMN.

¢

Joples toi= ANZacC Mounted Divoe
Tmperial Mounted DiVe

744th Division.
I.C. Brigedes ol

Iy -Au]ﬁl Brigadﬁﬂ ~
Noe 7 Light Gar Patrol. . gy
Eaestern Force. SLgna.LEe
BoCoeRede | ReBsHeSo
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il B

_ . _ o
SECRE T general Staff. _ &1C
i e Desert Column, é?
0/432/9+ -
= 17 Hay 1917,
a} pﬂ\\ Headguarters,
3y |
)ﬁj‘ E | ' PESERT COLULN.
Mey 17th 1917,
The following srendments are made 0 thig office 0/4%52/7
dated 16/5/17. |
' ' > “words " 1. A, battery" Tead
Pare 2 (b) i. Instead of words "Less ReHeite
i : fwith 1 Section Re.Hel» battery" s
- L S T s ey e il
13 . Instead of words "less one Brigacde read
- = "yecga one Brigede and 1 section R.HeA: battery .
| A 1T n
Para Q. Add at end of para fornd 1 section ReHe.lLe DALLITY e
1 3 : "
Pera 6. iii. Delete from "and if the Turkish telegraph line
33 ——  (inclusive) to emd of paragraph.
28 Pars B. 1V NDelete Tirst two lines.
' ' Reforence above, the latest in“nrmatimﬂ.receivgd is E?at
the SABA - AUJA telegraph 1ine which uged to run c¢lose tO Ufga—
féilwﬁy hes been almost entirely removed and tEnt ?nﬂcnmiggﬁ? .
tion oxists between BIR SABA and &any part of the HABA = AoLU
AUJA line or between any of these placed. |
chould however the line be found to exist the original
orders in paras 6 (iii) and (iv) hold good.
(spd) Ae. O. Db Tyrrell,
3 e jor,
for Lieutenant=Colonel,
ceneral Stall,
i DISERT COLUNIN
‘ L - &
icg to 8= Ae & Helo Mounted Divislole
4 Imperial liounted Division,
74th Division.
T.0. Brigade.
Lnﬁ.tﬂn E‘Tiﬂ&dﬁ- "
No. 7 Light Car Patrol. E
BeGoRelle
Celle
s
0. ifc Signals. .
D.DMeDn |
th T.-."inE‘, R.F-Gl »
liajor Barlowe
h _—-H%HH_-_-_'_'_-—._
i
- = P N e = . . : — = f
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Water holes. Uncertain supply.

1 stone lined well £20' deep. Sufficient for
100 Camels. ,

1 stone lineéd well 25% deop. Fair quality.
sufficient for 1,000 camels & a&Yy.

10 = 15 cisterns. 5

1l stone lined well. 15' dianeter. 400" doep.
¥ater for 1,000 camegls.

% atone lined wells. Water plentiful, but
gquality doubtful.

08 S.We Of ASLUJ and % mile Kast ef bridge on road
:iiezlel;md ;-n 50' deop. Tater for 1,0C0aniuala.

ASHID. 1 stone lined well 5' deep. VWater fresh
NI m’.ﬂm.
lemw. 8upD mMMt
i, Unlined u:l.’l.-uﬁ' deep. Water for 1,000 camels.

{ H.L.f{&l‘h JLW/
| B Lisutenant,GeSey
17th lMay,1917. Imperial lounted Division.
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SEOQCRE T General gtaffl,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

=== Desert Column. iabe
0/432/9+« A7l
17 May 1917, [ 97].
Headquertérs, E1LL-

I
DESERT GOLUNN.

Mey 17th 1917.

The follewing smendments are mode to this office 0/432/7
dated 18/5/17.

Para 2 gbz i, Instead of words "lLess R.HeA. battery™ read
"with 1 Section R.HeA. battery®.

2 (p)_ii. Instead of words "less one Brigade® read
"1ogs one Brigede and 1 section Re.Hale battery®.

Pare 9. Add at end of para "and 1 section ReH.lo battery®.

Para 6. ii1i. Delcte from "and 1f the Purkish telegraph line"
(inclusive) to end of paragraph.

Pare 6. 1V Delete first two linres.

Beference above, the latest informstion received is that
the SABA = AUJA telegraph line which used to run close to the
railway hes been almost entirely removed and that no communica-
tion exlists between BIR SABA and any part of the SABA - ASLUd =
AUJA line or between any of theso placed.

should however the lins bte found to exist the original
orders in paves 6 (iii) and (iv) hold good.

(EE’&) Ae Uas Le Tmﬁ“ll’
la jor,
for Lisutenant=Colonel,
General Staflf,
DFSERT COLUMN.

UﬂPiBB to 1= Ae & HeZe Mounted Di?iﬂit}n-
Irperial Mounted Division.
74th Di?iﬂiﬂﬂ-

1.0 Brig&dﬂi

LelAdslie Brigadee.

Noe 4 Liﬂh’t Car Patrol.
B.G.R!ﬁ.

Cello

Qo

0. 1/c Signals.
DeDellaSe

5th Wing, R.F«Ce

lia jor Barlow.

RCDIGTO11901
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- MESSAGES AND SIGNALS.

cxah {Eignn,tura of " Franking Officer.")

Fin paas o.
No. of Message

Date.......

----------------

WEET T EET PR T PEN AT

llllllll

Sender's Number,

%550, 1365 AAA
%R?fﬂrance my Nos. 134 ‘ and
L 370 /2 of yesterday aad owing
0 pProgress made Dy g 54.th
( Division during night Anzacs will
" now 1and GvEf the support
line to that Division at
1700 today * Jaa& By this
hour the Bl SHAUTH and
ad joining works will be taken
over by Anzaos frrom Impls.
and the alteration of role
_of _Divisions Wwill | come ingo
operation the standing | patrol on
whole Degert .Jolumn front being
fﬁsmed fTound tonight by ANZAac .
2.8.8, After 1700 in cCE8e
| of attack T74th Division will
“TFrom [ |
Place | i

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

e

.
4-.-;'-:.“-1---“--.--—-l.-t-l-n---l--!-l--—l.—l-l--lunq—u— - =

T e e e

e ——

i =
. o e e e e

HAH Fﬂrm-

Lk B _ K L

e —

: ] . fin of 100,
- MESSAGES AND SIGNALS. No. of Message. ... ‘
m.] Words Charge
o ﬂEarﬂ mmmm .- This messaqgé is on afe of : RO B oo vernnes m
Office of Origin and ce
o R LIV Rt L
........................................................ Serviee.
wae B oS e i | Tl o] veslo ot g | e R
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 1 e B Pl L 5 B L SRR UK SR
_________________________ By. | (Signaturé of ** Franking Officer.”) | BY ‘
TO - (2)
: Number,
ende D i Month, In reply to Number.
m Sender's Number ‘ 85 0 LB
______—————_—_'—_—"—_"'"'-"_'—"'-
hold new line 288 Other ’
( than standing patrols mentioned | mbGVG
A - 2 - = . |
no further night covering phrtles |
| will be required feom Anzac
rll - 4 W |
8,88 74.th Division rill be
7y . - |7 T
regponsible for its I_ﬁwn socUrity '
288 Acknowledge
e — W —— = =
From  DESERT COLUMI CO
s OO 2200 | | |

(?C;\ ' |
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"SECRET.

é;aﬁ”c General Staff, , .
\L 2 / ; ] - Desert Column. -IK I
§ A 63“{* 2191 N8 0{57’0{20. 0 b

Ae & NeZe MOUNTED Division. \L_ i d

Imperial Mounted Division. . ;F%%' "\
74th Division. Ny - ﬁgn

. —— S e g —— ——

1« The 74th Division 1g advaneing its line East of the Wadl
tonighy and is taking oger the present line held by the A.& N.Z.
Mounted Division as its support line.

8. In consequence the following alteration will be made 1in the
roleg allotted to the lNMounted Dlivisionse.

Se The Outpost mounted Division will be responsible, as at
present, for patrolling of the Desert Colurm front from the direc-
tibn of SAUSAGE Ridge to GOZ EI, BASAL (both inclucive) and will in
addition assume responsibility for that part of the line now patrol-
led by the Reserve llounted Divislon nameiy from GOZ EL BASAL exclu-
sive through GOZ MABRUK and th the West of that place.

Lo Iﬁ*will also take over from the Reserve Mounted Division the
El, SHAUTH grouwp of worke up to No. € inclusive and the works con=
necting EL GHABI and GAMI.I and will hold these with one Brigade,

5. standing patrols will be kept out at night as at present.

6. 1In case of a2ttack from the East the Division (less 1 Brigade;
will at once cross the Wadl and engage the enemy in a delaying actlor
for as long =8 possible and as far East as possible.

It will, when forced to fall back, clear the front of the

Infentry and, concentrating to a flank, prepare to undertake offen-
give operations against the flank of the enemy.

7. The Reserve lMounted Division will be kept intact in the
neighbourhood of ABASAN EL KEBIR.

Be AGKNOWLEDGE

(sgd) V. M. Pergusson,
Lisutenant-Colonel,
Genera}l Staff,

18 th May 1917. RSERT COLUMN,

QCopies to Eastern Force.
BeGeReAo
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ddddddddd
H-..nﬂ—nn-l-lq—.-—.-tn-.plpl ., e et e e —
-

“A" Form,

Sender's Number,

Day of Month,

* S.0. 154, 18th. A
Reference my 0/370/20 of todays
M“_date 288, ~ In : =

caso off
our line being attacked before 3
\_/__dawn on | the 19th Ha;_
__the 74th Division will fall
_baok on the battle Line
dropping three gompanies ab the
t%ree crogsings and pregent orders
T'or Anzsac to hold Wadi
hold cood 888, A% 0400
19th 74th will fake over
aupport line from Anzacs 2,228,
ATter this hour alteration in
wut?lﬁﬂ : of Moimted Diviglong. | indicated
in ._above guoted letter Till._
come into fcree aag AcCknowledge.

From DESERT COLUEN,

Dlaon |
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“A" Form.
MESSAGES AND SIGNALS.

Afmy Form C.2121
{inpniiﬂ!ﬂffﬁ.

No. of Message _______.

lllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

.| (Bignsture of * Franking Officer.™) | BY ...ccoovnviiininaninaas.

Sender's Number, Day of Month.

*  S.0. 183, 16th. AAA
~eferenoce in number 0/380/21 of
todays date 888 In para )
one for 18th read 19th
= aan Acknowledge |

From DEE;RT GOLUY .
Place |
T 1735, |
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1 ! e - | 2")’ _
p"»‘\ f \© f}, ?ﬁ\ General Staff, ”Zé‘
e SECRET. 4 2/ /9, DESERT COLUNN. )
\ﬁ)u 4 seepTrmnser s itnes K’, 5’ A 7 s ..:/5-?0/15' | ?
r ) & i- . |
."""' | K. & H‘.E.. Hﬁuntﬂd 1 ?iﬂim ElLten B LI.,,‘;:.'
Imperial Mounted Divislon, Iy T W
74th Division,.
— o —————— “ — s — T ' i
: |
1« The new Battle Line on the East Bank of the Wadil
GHUZZE will be commenced on the night 16th/17th instant
under arr ments made DY Ge0sCey 74 Diﬂginn, who
has arr for work to commence at 16 on the 18th
and cease at 0448 on 17th instant. = |
&, The 3 Companies 74th Division at present attached
t0 Aes & WNeZo Mountdd Division will be placed at disposal
of Ge0eCey 74th Division to assist in the worke
B¢ Ae & NeZe Mounted Division will arrange to supply
covering parties, while the work is in progress, in direct
communication with 74th Division.
(sgd) A+O.L.Tyrrell,
' Ma Jor,
for Lieutenant=golonel,
General Staff,
Mag 16th 1917. DESERT COLUMNN.,
Qoples to 3~ Eagtforce.
BeGeRolw
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L L R ay ; ﬂn (+}. E: - L
MR Srdlonnonct of .m-m?ef"i‘fi?’-* bm Itm bl d35,0,0, 3(3)
. oY ud hntwﬁa;md{ d -Mt}'ﬂ%“"”a $Li0 JIIAERTY
: Pefmlﬂgdiﬂ_ ; al :_nm. e -lh o VELNO é
mqi‘!'lqﬂ'ﬂ TI9L b :;‘.:. BR0f & H!Ffi;(} BE L i. } nnfm 1: u‘tl'fi( y :
'y N v 33:0d Gis anlziidiv 1
i+ ot 0a DETEo s T PYRREN 00 o by 8 3908 8)
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b - 1 8 q ' o I ¥ / L F 30005 i ‘.
+82Da% 17 amm’ oripyRd éﬁqm@?ﬂ%}mﬁ ?j?ﬁgt!$g?:‘: . “ﬂeﬁ” pis e

i wphacd fannd Londfy " meg it 80 Li2R.  PUOYRE ToRA T ok RO’ o s
| of ﬁhu:rvuting. : IELIEH, 7563 ’75'31"53QLF? .. 1

“e¥¥oad 14AY $2180000 adBni- 0% by e
©.C80ortid by ono squadron Impeitd Div.

o8 ToPth of that placs -
of ﬂgth"%%mﬁi‘ 5" ﬂi
I dlen: Te I MHe Piobe o8l & g.... #ﬂﬁ ﬂgq" - ) 1a1
A pounted Dfvie 38H & ' Ygﬁ {j" ﬂé‘ &HF ¢ - *
' . Plﬂﬁ*ﬂ on 2!& . J - R‘ﬂ iv v, 13" Jﬁr » ?; , Nt al&ttmr _
.. 7 The AT&TMIn{VE ! 5 ' b id"t" &droha | ’éa follows
| | 1 Brigadd &HEY, EPuATT NS 1o AGr 4 e i
| < - The regt & thoe Pat'briivig ) N 7. K7, on %
~day whonoo 1t will throw e 3 ooty CZ - I - Ui
SERRIPR SN S R e Y T Yenoledvil daty
4, The rolc of the Impcrial :ountod Diy slon 1 att N
s ﬁgﬂ.ﬂfen of 'ths ovomy &t BIR dARA Mﬁ‘j’fc Eﬂ-‘ﬁfa;“?"gfﬂznd :1;2;
) ,f" TS e E C AWl O P ! H Wt g ECYAT _‘s-'"'-.-_ " P Al &

] :

S.(a)0no bquadron 4th A.L.E Erirac - | | : |
| ‘ “ ._ : :J . + e = .. |!J_::. . Eﬂaklﬂ H:will . PI‘DGGGﬂ t_p RAFA C?Il }: dﬂn:‘f
{7 wndﬁwill~ﬂhinft@chI}QﬁQnBr%gadq‘at',pﬂﬁnint callod" EL HABU, on tho
' E?rggfggygiiinwgﬂunﬂ;“A%PE milcs Houth of I, DOSEA orn ¥ day, in time
e CGVC SLhat! nlace BN L00 with the I.C.CL.Ericadc, ° om the
;wd%%;&ﬂt a8 csoort. — R Sl EQQE”}P b -
)0no Squadron 4th “elieEJErigado will nove to''DY ‘CAMLT on T da
and will tals ovor the CHALT~CAI LT Out t m A A f
*'b?zl§0° o T i o PR GAl hﬁw;l?éﬂl:l¥nﬁ_frﬂm.ﬁth HeZ Divicion
- \e)Mno sSquadron “th ALiH.Eripadc ﬁiii“benrt to ¢.0.0 .
rellelly & i - - : = ' b Hfﬂ-ntr
7 Division at, 1€00 on Y day and wvill carry out the uaaﬁl.pétrnllihgy
el Bt in eonjunction with the Divisional Squadron from peint 510' ARD
SHAVISH to SAUSAGE RIDCE on %7 day, %569 -
(d)The “icld Squadron will PCROPE S0 o0, Ty Al cs FeZ.Division at

., 1600 B X dav, and will be preparcd to 80001 s
to bo' aBacnE %er-ﬁ gl i mpany that Divieion ang

G To carry out its misgsion, tho
Eripgade will advance agalnat CIR Al
da? as follovs: - E
/01visional Hoadquartors wily ¢ Cetadlishod at 1
LAIELEILAT 'at 0400 on 7 aay, s Hill_ﬁEO e,
ngfth Lrigad; Eé; TOL B PARA to malc™ g®od the linc 280!, 2
= Lo8 Dast of ¢0Z 1L EASAL, throurh Li:SIRI to BRIT ABU TXEA Last
th?{fﬁ.gH?SIF'hy 0400 on 2 &&y. v e e
¢ )& rlpadc. losa one ropiment vig (ALLI to makre pood th o
E.IT AEU TAHA CX0lunivo = 051, BUCCAR - Hill “so!' ngag "uﬁﬁm%inu
(g%&tévatian oxoluslve by 0400 on 7 day, s
wrd trigado vie (0Z i'’ALRUF te malc good the 1ino K111 G0 'fmtwxr:
(above) o DASEID EIr both inclusive »Y C/00 or 7 dav, e : i
(;)5;& -plg800 Wil move Yic el ;BB UL tho- 3 of OPEF one milc
sou of TH. IFEASIP recaching that toiy s o 0450 oF % daw
Will romain in TUBCTVC st ; : ge=-Cley ‘
- Battorics will aﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁy;; theip Fricados,
A EO pdr.,Eattcry'wﬂ%ifbu atachcd to the Jivision and will :
prnnﬂad-via_thu TLail; R - FIEA - PAR Road to VARG, at 0450 from TARA
Cn .2 day, ond will aot under instructions fror the C.R.p, Imp,
g liountod Tiivigien, —y =

ﬂ on less onc rogiment «+n
ROt will move at 1900 on

— i

R S —_ :

RCDIGTO11901
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



T - e

7. At 0415 the-Divieion will sdvance agaipat the #Hr=e TVLIBH, 7305

770, 810, £20, EL HATHIRA 5. ABU” YAHTAs ¢ )

' L DAViZioe-aAl """""‘"',--‘_' - A mom'
. 4 aaaind ’5’ C - b . 't 3 ¥ e o
auh Trirades Furth of PARA-SATA Roadi” 0N ..

’ rd "ricado Goukbh of., § _t,_pqm “OT: =
(c.)(.0.C.8th prdstas Y11l dotill ‘?—i:ﬂ atrols to rooonncltirc L
| ¢IRECIT, Hiid £50, and., viglr whioh 18 rep ‘eoupicd by the

"TITEY

EHDIY- . . ; r1Y - j.| n n _

| (0l e AT ALY op2FELD ae Mgty 4810600101 and cwcry oppertundd
ity of utilizing thoir boattorics, ohe dﬂygﬂarﬂaﬂr-@. ofs

(e)Tarpgots foir the hoavy bettuasy sho A'pe corrunicatcd to tha “e

R T} i T O g

" ir'nosgiio o i,.;tt;:p!ign—.‘yil;,;b;, paid te tho »rotootion
.. -‘1““'1!'%&}'& ir’fﬁ%&i’mﬁ*ﬂ:ﬂminmmmg ‘&Q‘,'ﬁ%’“h!ﬂ”ﬂﬂn [rigodcs.
ertf o n;gﬁ%@f“;gﬁﬁviuftyﬁr‘ﬁﬂfﬁﬂfu Hi%lﬂkﬁ'4¥!"ﬂdgﬂffii:#z::ﬂii Eocdquarte::

iRV SamI aoubagpe 30 vd Bi39008C shantal foaed odl (8), .. .. W+,
= fa. $oidd 1

R o s o 7K skl o8 ¥ ot poce thinec
ot oo prps e S AR e i umen erdont of dmbt

| W % - | itlc
{nrq%? ;§$St E%n?““?gg“pﬁﬂ n?i¥¥}halq“!§$h%§§9%4' s oarly os poss
ﬁﬂ & & 1#;.&::“%‘}%%{'51-&2&9 ‘ “ﬂ'%;' r“ggg&*
t

»otucen (a) £th

and () the Srd
e B ond the 1¢
nunllo% l;l‘ ﬁﬁ%ﬁ .
th v

3 : :E iﬂg fvisien obout Uk AJUA.
‘ovab 8 i e . 't
o n“ﬂgﬂm

-1yd dﬂﬂga ¥ o Jdyiaien wAll Wy RRenrué | NG absint foomrbivouae for 48

dcavour to got visual somunioat-
ucptors, noar Hill 820, o milce Soutlh

iy w

By 5 o MRS é\ﬁtMﬂ in l!;bfu and visual cemmunication
. with Divisional tors ot 680 nuar T of COZ LARFLOILAT o

g #1 To0fl A Dpossing station will o ostoblished st (- LI at 0500 en Z
day,. dl:n’bi—]:a portions ef ~{c1d Ambulanesos will aecompany thelir
Bripadcs.

12, Suppiios will o roquirod By thu squadren ith AJLJH.BEricodo
asting oo vaocort to 1.0.C.Crifodo at RAFA for L day and 21 327
Onc dnws food for horso and mon will be tokcn by the sivision.
On. davs supplics will be aurmped at ¢/pLI Tor the oiviclon on
its rcturn. ]

13, Tator will e arrongad for for tho Division at GAILI on 2 Aoy
Erdgados rust cndcavour tO rald full usc of any wator diacovor.ud

dwring tho oporations. B |
Infernation ropording wotor in thu arce to bu ogarntcd ovyr lg

oireulotcd scparatclye

14, As goon as tho domolitilon of tho rcilvay hag buon eomplotod tho
Division will covcer tho withdrawal of the ralding nertlod and tho
A& B.Z.Divisilon, chould the opcration o suscosaful the Divislon
me.v be eble to witharaw about the cvoning of Z doy on CAILI.

“ "on rceAipt of aprdors to wlthdrow tho oivision will rotirc '©
¢i: LI whoro it will pemedin for tho night Z/Z1.

15. Erigados will rcpopt thoir positioms at 0400 and thorcal
hourly throughout tho daye. _

' Li

sutcnant Colorcl,

17th :coy,1017, . ,
T T . Tssucd at 2100 cGonoral Ht.a’f,
ATAREE _ Imooricl . ountod Divislon.
0 Sopice to
BTl s 1, "rd A.L.HeIrigodo B Aidabiea S0 18.Varsiliary
R . el ALh. Bl BdErlse G O, ™ VS, 16, ar Dlory.
oo s, 5th ;ount . Irigade 106 obe o Co . ) o R I
P : 4..-€th : ountoed Eripg dc Y1 Ty 1G. 0acrt Columne
aes o Bl B als %o A 10.74th vivislon.
B L o 0:0.F1c1ld Sadn. Toier. AN 20.1.0.0.Erigado
” 7, 0,0,51g,5qdn, $2." 0.0 01, AeseNoZortd D1V,
i 2 : : D e T.{.ﬁ.ﬂ.lum.ﬂﬂl-
LA | "3 Sen, Lliason dﬂ"*

: .
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. PR WY R (1 Herewitly eopy of T4th Divieiorpl Ordeng Tor

Lo sethwinsnigsion 0 G.0s ©f the .Squadran pf 4th Erigade who Will
carry out patrols as mentioned -in para 3., Nl |

f -
{ . Bl o
=i & - 1. &

"f . s

iy " P e ’ . .
JH‘ 1 - " & B e r # & .' } ER | 1 I'
,‘ - i .

(sgd): A. EAVANAGE,

g . __ - _:- i -:,p - :1 ' [ & v ‘, ; : l , | ; | r Ggptain-’ - .
9 Geheral Staffl,
otk Moy AR KR P s Imperisl Nommted Divislon.

=

']
J-
.l F
L
. i
RS -
-
-i i §
. - . 4
l [
L] o j - =

G-M will wire M#m and horses t0 GeOeley
74th Division forthwith, | :

o
17th May 1917, | Imporial Monted Divesion.
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"”,ﬂpﬁiialinf s Oopy
74th DIVISION OPERATICN ORDIR No. 24. "~ f % -
ol . by = A Sq
5 Y lig jor=General B. 8. Girdwood, Ny
f“T*‘ 1 - Commanding 74th Division. =< ’
- L,/f -_.' | P e ST TN ! Bli
W . S rBG\ Headquarters,
5 "% _?%t}'ﬂ Divisilons

18th liay 191,

l. (a) The 158th Infantry Brigade (less 2 Bns) will srrive at
B, IZRAATN on night laflﬁthzmay and .will replace the Imperial
Camel Brigade in the left Sector Desgsert Qolumn T.ine on 19th

: .

NeYe

(b) The 1lins will be taken over, under arrangements to be
made by B.G's.0. concerned so as to ensure that the taking
over 1ls completed by 1730.

(c) The Hong gong & Singapore Bsttery (less 1 Section) wild
Mmain covering the front of the 188th Brigade,

(d) The Imperisl (amel Brigade with 1 Sa@ction Hong Kong &
Singapore Battery will merch to RAFA at 1900 on 19%h inst.

2+ (a) The Battalien of Sikh Pioneers holding redoubts 7=8<9
& CGOOCHEURY will be relieved by one Battalion of 10l1st Grena-
diers on 20th 1lnst. Houb to be arranged by B«C.C., 49th Indn

Infantry Brigade.

(b) One Battalion 101st CGrenadiers will take over ths JIL
SHA'UTH works from 2nd Light Horse Bripgade at 1400 on 21st
inst,s under arrangements to be mage by B.G's.0, concsrned.

(¢) Two Battalions 38ikh Pionsers will hold themselves in
readiness to return to railway construction after 1900 on 20th !

inst.

3o On withdrawal of the Imperisl Mounted Division on Elét
inst., one Sguadron of that Division will eecupy from 1600
that day, EL GHAEI and the works jolning that place with FL

From 1800 21st inst. the patrolling in the Desert Cols
umn front will be carried out by 74th Divisional Squadron, and
one Squadron to be detailed by Imperial Mounted Division. These
gwglﬂquadrﬂns will carry out the duties of patrolling as

ollowg s~ :

74th Diynl Squadron. By day. - Towards SAUSAGE RIDGE and
KHIREET ERK.

By night .~ Standing patrols from Pt.
280 to the B00 contour S.W.
of EIL. DAMMATH inclusive.

squadron, Irp.Med.Div. By day. = To pt. 410 on W. INLIEE and
| to Pt. 510 ABU SHAWISH. ~
By might .- Standing patrols from 300
conbour S.W. of EL DAMMATE
exclusive to the intersecte
ion of the 400 contour with
the GOZ MAFRUK - GANLI .
track. [
(sgd) P. S. Allan,
Lieutenant-Colonel,

Issued at 1400. § General Starff,
T%th DiViE iﬂ]:‘l- FE;E.Fi

Copies to:=-

Pe 110, _ B+ CoReEs 10s Dive.Sadn, Y aDwleD o85S e 20T MaDy
2. War Diary. Te LD MiSi% 11w SafeQo 15/168 Desert Col #1. *
B Na & Qo B A.DJV.Se 12+ APl 17. Div.Train, 22.158Bde
. 4, 49th Ind.T. Bde®. Signal Co¥. = 15..R868E0c ReF«A4IB.I,0s Bdes :
4 o | AR e TJ',rlgé-Fﬂﬂﬁgiﬂt
S i -"-:_1 TR "'_*3"_" | 1f-: .___ f'.? =:*+. . - ___'_:. _
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Anzac Mounted Division.
Imperial Mounted Division./
74th Division.

I.C. Brigade.

gutfwu.

0. i/o signals.

D 'B .'H IE'

T D D R e e s S RS D eSS

t"-.“_.':"‘:: | . {\F .- ) ANY 9 JEH A 0/3?0/‘2”/‘& / C‘h
) f.::,} ;;J

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1. Now that the infantry of the Desert Column is firmly
established across the Wadl in a well wired position possessing
some depth and an excellent field of fire, and which will

shortly be furnished with a complete system of oﬁmmimtim
trenches, it should be able successfully to deal with any attack

which the enemy can deliver against it from the East.

2. It will, therefore, be no longer necessary for any portlon
of the Mounted Divisions, other than the usual outposts and
patrols etc., to act defensively so that all will Dbe n.va.ilu."blu

for offensive action.

Se Should the enemy decide upon an attack on the Desert
golumn front he has the option of delivering it from the East,
South-east, or South, or of adopting any combination of the

three.
He has insufficient troops to allow him to press home an

attack from the South and East simultaneously so it may be
assumed that he would combine an attack from the East or South
with a demonstration from the South or East since otherwise he
places himself at an obvious disadvantage.

The course which would, if successful, lead to the most
important results for him would be an attack from the South
combined with a demonstration from the East. But against this
is the fmt that the slement of surprise would be lacking since

the distance to be covered - 22 miles from BIR SABA via ESANI -
is more than could be accomplished during the present nine hours

of derkness - 80 that some indication of the necessary
/ concentration

RCDIGTO11901
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concentration would almost certalnly be seen by aeroplane
reconnaissance.

4. It is calculated that at the utmost the enemy in his
present strength nmmﬁ put more than two divisions, or 12,000
rifles, into such an attack and it my' be assumed that his
cavalry,at the most 2,500, would operate on his left flank.

5. Immediately, therefore, that our patrols report lndicat-
ions of a hostile advance in any strength the G.,0.C. Forward
Mounted Pivigion will send one Brigade through GOZ EL BASAL
towards Ui SIRI and EL BUGGAR and another Brigade Southwards
tmﬂl ESANI. The role of these Brigades 1s to endeavour to
agcertain the Bﬁtﬂlﬂ strength and to determine which i1s the

true attack and, the false onse.
Ueanwhile the remainder of the Forward Division (less one

Regiment which will continue to hold the 111:15 of Works EL GHABI -
GAMLI) will move at once to JEZARIYE end take action immediately
patrols reports clear the sltuation.

The Reserve Mounted Division will saddle up at once on
receipt of orders and proceed to the road J'l-.niotiena one mile
South of EL MELEK where it will recelve instructions from
Column Headquarterse.

Column Hua.:i.q;ua.rtera will move at once to pt. 510 East of
EL GHABI. |

6. The action of the lounted Troops in any such operation
must be characterised by the greatest determination. The hostile
cavalry must be severely dealt with wh#nwar met .«

| It is of the utmost importance that the enemy should be
engaged as far to the East, or South, as possible.

ﬁ!ha posnanim by him of tha-ml SIRI -~ EL BUGGAR line is
almost essential to.i:ha success of any operations he may under-

take and every effort should be made to make it untenable.
7. "]:iae'onlu.mn Cormmandsr iiahan to emphasise the necessity
for the most vigorous aggreuaiva action and to remind all

/ commanders
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* This line should be erased if not reguired.

.
750,000. W 3186—DMG03. IL W.& V., Ld ﬁg’lﬁ.
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. S —
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Gs8.2/195, &= S
ETR L 09

Headauarters,

F
DESERT CGOLUMN, 4 —

el S e e I T e R —

L beg to draw attention to the very serilouse conse-
quences which are already ensuing owing to the shortage of

water at ABASAN EIL F;EBIR-

At present Headquarters, 2 Brirades} and Divisional
Troops of the Imperial liounted Division, and Headquarters
Desert Colurmn, are dependent for water on the ABASAN EI, XEBRIR
supply, which force is calculated to require & total of "
66,000 gallone per diems, '

Two tests have been taken of the amount of water coming
through the pipes with the following results :-

lst teste = 1,800 gallons per hour,

2nd test. = 2,520 gallons per hour, when all valves were
open and the full flow of water coming through them.

Taking the average working day of the pumps at 20 hours,
the besat which can be sxpected 1s 50,400 gallons or 15,500
gallons short of the required quantitys:

On the 22nd May it was hoped to water all four Eri-ades
of the Division at ABASAE before proceeding on operations.

This however is impossible, and the 3rd and 4th Brig-
ades willl be ordered to water on the beach before marching off,
arrancements belng made to ' water both Brigedes again at CAMLI
on arrival there. Thie will put a considerable extra strain
orn all these horses, as they do not water well afder dark, and
no water is yet reported in the area in which the 3rd Brigade
is operating during the 23rd.

In view moreovser of the necessity for giving the men
of the Division opportunity to wash anff thereby reduce the
tendency to septic sores, which has been depleting the ranks,
I regret to report that it has been necessary to stop the men
of the 5th and €Lh Erigades and Divisional Troops washing for
the last 4 days. They have had no opportunity of washing
since the severe dust storm on the 18th/20th, consequently the
rate of sickness is again on the increase.

Should these conditions remsin as they are at present
on our return from operations on the 23rd May, I request that
arrangements may be made for a 3rd Brigade to be taken off
the water supply at ABASAN,

As I do not consider it advisable to have more troops
of the Division located on the beach, I would request that this
Brigade might be utilized to relieve & Brigade of the Ae & N.Z.
Mounted Division near the Wadl GHUZZE, who could then possibly
be given an opportunity of resting and cleaning by the sea.

(sgd) H. W. HODGSON,
Ma. jor--Gensral,

2lst May 1917. Commandimg Imperial Mountsd Divwision,.
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6th Mounted Brigade.

4th A.L<H. Brigade. ﬁ% g
O-Hi.ﬂ.- *"'b.‘ i,.:, -
AJDeM,Ss : ZL YewHTe ﬂ’lg
B.DViSs
EIE-D.

D c-, I"-ﬂﬁci %‘]L

(} Ul, ﬂiEI’lElEn
0.0e; Ficld thpornn.
.F'Lu {3: q-

1, On lMay 25th the foldbowing moves will take place =

(a) 6th liounted Brigade, less Battery, from ABASAN EL
KERIR to TEI, FL MARAEKEB.

(b) The 4th A.L.H. Brigade, less Battery, from TEL EL
MARAREB to AEASAN EI. EEBIR to take over bivouac area of 6th
lounted Brigades

1
‘ |,

2, The move will take place afier the morning watering, é
S "A" Babtery H.A.C. will reriain in their Present bivousc.'
animals

4, A11 transport/snd drivers will accorpany 6th Mounted
Brigade to TEL EL MARAVEE.

SeAcAs Will be off=loaded and will be dumped together
with such vehicles as G.0.0. B8th Brigade does not desire to
take, at Divisional Headguartersg, under a small guard.

5. Rat1enﬂ me 6th Mnunteﬂ Er rada wiTl be dallvered at

i .,.-.

Retion paerties will be at bivouacsron lay 256th to take
over rations at a time to be notified later.

’ (Egd) He Ca D W&I‘d,
Lieutenant=Colonel,
Ceneral Stafl,

23rd May 1917 Imperial Mounted Diwvision.

i | — | 4 Lo S
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AT EH. KHASIF, {Bemrsheba sq.gg )

’I/.’M"m
E;f%__
aunriptlnn. Estimate of water,

A i I — S — : . -*—-—m-m“#—-— —-—d*ﬂ-_‘-—-—-*ﬂwﬂ*_-—*‘—'" -."'—_l—
e = |y T e B— W ey . S — — - S — W = ERE = — - -
e e —— — e

At Building ith of
Hill 550 nu
KHASIF.

Bound well 1500 galls.
Aiametre 5! i :
Water from | A
surface 10!

Depth of

water 10!

Lifting appliances
1 Hil«l‘

2e Large cistern 200 yds|Diametre 15'.

We of =same building. EEEET from surfaece
oY,

Depth of water 50!, 67,000 galls.
Lifting appliances | :

Nil. |

- - Lo

e

. 200 yards N R T Large cistern. 32,000 galls.
building, situated |Diametre at top 2?'r

%00 yards N, of . eut under.
Southern Hill 550 Depth to water 26 f4g.
{iDepth of water 6°
Leifting applianuea
Nil.

-Buad.anima%p flnating
on surface.

4, 400 N. of same build-|Large eistern

ing. Diametre 13' by 18!
Water from surface 25'
Very much undercut

and impossible to
estimate.

Tmpossible to drawwater
with ropes unless a man
is lowered into ths well.
to zuide buckets.

5. 1l Mile N. of same Large eistern. 438 ,000,galls.
building. Diametrs 30' x 30!

‘Water from surface 30!

Depth of water 9°'

Lifting appliances Nil.

|

Total gzalls. 148,000 gw

_—-—_—-— '
e W Sy e e—
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