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ES.

btk AUSTRALIAYN DIVISIOQN.

TRAIVING 1TTORAYDU!T Yo.28.
'GAS SCHOOL!

1.A course of instruction in 'GAS* will be held at the Divisional
Gas School under Lieuvt. Y.Y." aters, ncommencing 14th July 1916,
and terminating on 16tk July 1916,

2.The followinz will attend:
Subaltern Officer each Infantry Brisade,
Officer Divisiomal Artillery,
.C.0. each Battalion (including Tioneers)
H.C.0. easr Trigade nf‘Artllla:y.
.C.0, Corpas Cyclist Details,
N.C.Q, Divisional Feadquarters,
NeCe0Q. Frigineers.
Total:- 4 Officers 20 MG 0%,

3.0fflcers and N,C.0's detailed for this course will report

to Lieut. V. H.Vaters at Divisional Headquarters at 0900 on 14th
inst.

4.For the duration of the course, the class will be billetted and
rationed under arrantecments made by Divisional Feadquarters.

5.Names of those detailed to attend will te forarded to D.H.Q. ty

1800 to=-day. J
/x://’/}O Cz. //fﬁ ldza \74-}#'

* Lieut.Colonel,
13/7/16. Gen, Staff, 51:1:1 Australian Division.
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ES.
5th AUSTRALIAW DIVISION,
TRAINING MMIORANDUM Yo. 29
'ENGINEFERING SCHOOL!
1. A course of Instruction in Milit ]
~of ) M1livary Fngineering will be h
at the ij;i;nnai Eng¢uge:ing Schocl (Shee 56g G.9 ¢ gfﬁ?ld
commenoing Monday July 17¢h and terminating Saturday July 22nd.
2« The following will attend:
2 Officers sach inrantrv Bri
1 Officer Pronee: B&"ﬁ:eﬁ.iun,gadﬂ
2 other ranks each Latialion (including Pioneer Battalion)
Tﬂtal 7 officers 26 other ranks.
3. Officers anq other yanks detailed for this ocourse will report
at Engineering School at 09CO0 on 17th inst.
4. TFor the duration of the cours
| th e, the class will be billetted 1
the viecinity of the Schcol and’ratiuned under arrangements mage
by Divisional Headquariers. -
5. Names will be forvarded to D.H.Q. by 1200 on 15th inst.
/I --Ll.._f 'J‘{{'ﬂfﬁﬂ /lq ;;

Lieut.Colonel,
n Division.

13 /7 /16,

Gen.Staff, 5th Australia

.

el
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5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

TRAINANG MEMORANDUM NO. e 0.
'GAS SCHOOL'

. A 3 deys course of instruction in 128" will be held at the Divisional
Gas School (Sheet 36, G.27.d) under Lieut. W.H.Faters, commencing
gaturday July 28th, 1916.

. The following will attend:-

8th, 14th, and 15th Infantry Brigades: & other ranks from
| each Brigade.

. N.C.0's end men detailed for this gourse will report to the
Divisional Gas School at 5.0 p.m. to-morrow 28th July. They will
be billetted znd rationed under arrangements mede by Divisignal
Eegdguarters.

. The next course will commence Qb Tuesday, August 1lst, 1916.

/27’/1&“,. Z-A(wryé{;-culﬂnel,

"/7/16. G.S., 5th Australiesn Division.
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Sth AUSTR/LIAN DIVISION.

PR/ INIKQG NEMORZNDUM No, 31.
“BOMB _ SCHOOL'

1. The Divisionsel Bomb School will be re-opened to-marrow
28th July, 1916 for the truining of platoon teams of 1 N.C.O.
¢end 8 men eagh.
Bombers mist be carefully selected and it ghould be bLorne in
mind that men fond of out-door gomes are tho ezsigst to trailn.
2. Ecah couwrse will lant six days, and details will report at the
Divisionsl Bomb School (Sheet 36, G.15.b) &% 5 p.m. the day
previous to commencement af the course.
The following coursges heve been arienged:-
lst Course 2% « 7 « 16 to &. 8 . 16
end Course 4 , 8 . 16 0 @ .8 . 16
Srd Comrse 10 . 8 . 16 to 15.8 . 16
4th Cource 16 . 8 . 16 to 21.8 , 16.
3. 8th, l4%h, and 15th Infantiry Brigides will detcil two teams for
gach coursae.

é, Rotione and billets will be errensed by Divisional Headquarters.,

S S
2n/7/16. G,S. 5th Austrslien Division.
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5th AUSTR/LIAN DIVISIOW.

PTRAINING B HNOR S ADUM No. 32.

“GAS SCHOOL"

1. The seeoné three day's course of instruction at the Divisionsal
Ges School (Sheet 36, G.27.d4) will commence on Tuesday, Jjugust
1st, 1916. The following will attend:-

Divisional Engincers 3 other ronks

Div.Sig.Co. 3 :

8th, 14th, and 15th Inf.Bdes 6 = from
eech idrigade.

2. N.C.0's and men deteoiled for this course wildl report at the
Divisionsal Gas 8chool at 5.0 p.m. donday, July 3lst, 1916,

3, 211 renks will bring with them the unexpendod portion of the day's
retion.

4. . nominal roll of ¥.C,0's and men detailed for the course will
be sent to Lieut. WW.H.7aters, Divislional Gss Officer.

5. The third course will commence on Fridey, Mugust 4th, 1916.

:
H{/ﬂ = (//
[LS ////5 unf -étﬂ(ur ﬂ/ L8~Colonel,

29/1/16., - G.S. Bth . ustrelien Division.

DISTRIBUTION

G046 % 1

8th Bde 7
12th Bde 7
15th Bde 7
C.R.bE. a4
Div.Sig.Co 1
Gas Officer 1
Files.
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J APPENDIX £
5TH. AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.
Headguarters,
25th. July, 1916.
Headquarters,

XIth-l Gﬂl‘pﬂ L

I have the honor to submit the following
report on the operations of the 19th.July,1916,as

far as the 5th fustraliasn Division is concerned.

PRELIMINARY ORDERS. At 11 p.m. on 13th July, & short meeting
was held at LA MOTTE, the Headquarters of the 2nd
ANZ.A.Corps, when I was informed that the 5th
Australian Division would be employed in an
of fensive operation under the G.0.C. XI Army Corps.

At thet time the S5th Australian Division,
leaving BL/RINGHEM Area on 8th July,had just taken
-thr from the 4th Australiean Division on the 12th
July the front from BOND STREET to BURNT FARM with
three Brigades in line. The Divisional Artillery
cameé into the front on the night of 12th July. _-

At the conference at LA MOTTE praliminafﬁ
orders were received for the Division to ﬁuntraatgk
its front with a view to attack. The front allotted
was from N.9.d.4.1% to N.6.¢.6.5. An outline of
the proposed attack was given ,1t beling understood
that 3 Divisions would attack,the 5th Australisn
Division being on the left. The 5th Divisional
Artillery would be reinforced by the 4th Divisionsl
Artillery, and an extrea Brigade R.F.A. There would
also be a large force of heavy Artillery.The moves
into the new position were to be carried out on
the nights of the 14/15th and 15/16th July. The

Artillery action would commence on 14th and contin
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for 3 days, the actual attack béing fixed provisionally
for the 17th July. _
Orders were accordingly lssued at 7.0 a.m.
on 14th for tha-Brigades to be prepared to withdraw
on the nights of 14/15th end 15/16th into the
contracted front, and for reconnaissances to be made
on the fronts provisionally allotted to the Brigades.
(6th Australien Division Order No. 28)
At 9.45 ea.m. On 1l4th a ﬂ@ﬂferanue was
held et HINGES at the Heedquarters of Lieut.General
sir R.Haking K.C.B., Commanding XI Corps. I and my
G.5.0. 1 were present. At this Conference the probable
programme of the attack was glven out. It was ordered
however, that the attank'ahﬂuid.ba mede with two
Divisions only, and this necessitated & change in the
fronts allotted. Under the changed programme the
front allotted to the 5th Australian Division was from
BOND STREET - N.8.d.%.8 +to N.10.b.%.2. The '
objectives given to the 5th Australian Division
were, the enemy's front and support lines from the
Apex of the SUGARLOAF N.8.d.6.2. to the road at

N.10.c.9.6. It was also suggested that F/RME DELAPORTE

and FARME DELANGRE should be taken 1f possible.

In subsequent interwiews it was ordered
by the Corps Commander that the two Farms would not
be included in the first objectives and that the right
of the 5th Australian Division attack should
rest on the point where the RIVER LAIES crosses the
German line &t N.8.4.9.1.

At the Conference, and in the orders
{ssued subsequently, (XI Corps Order No. 57) it was
laid down thet the Divisiomswould each attack with
3 Brigedes in line and each Brigade would have 2
agssaulting Battalions, the remaining two Battalions
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of each Brigade were not to be employed for the
attack without the permission of the Corps Commender.
Various administrative arrangements were
also made.
sommencement of 2. On the morning of the 14th the work of
Preparations.

collecting Stores, Ammunition and Engineering material
was commenced. In the afternoon a conference was held
at Divisional Headquarters, st which the plans were
explained to Brigadiers, the C.R.A. and C.R.E. as far
as they were known. The G.0.C. 60th Brigade, who was
teking over some of the line, was present at this
Conference.

During the night 14/15th July the first
part of the withdrawel from the occupied front was
carried out, (Division Order No. 29 of 1l4th July),
the 8th and l4th Infantry Brigades belng withdrawn
to blllets and being replaced by Battalions of the
N.Z.Rifle Brigade and 60th Brigade. |

On the 15th July preparations were made
for forming up the Brigades of the Division on the
fronts of attaeck. Much work was done in getting
up stores and amﬁunitian to forward dumps. Positions
for 5 Medium Trench Mortar Batteries were selected
and prepared snd ammunition for these was pushed up.

Orders for the occupation of the front line
iIn attack formation were issued at 12 noon -
(Divisional Order No. 30) - and detailed instructions
were lssued personally to Brigadiers regarding the
method of forming up and of attack.

By this time the srtillery of the 4th
/ustralian Division and the 171st Brigade R.F.A.

had arrived and were distributed to their Groups.
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5 Medium Trench Mortar Batteries had &also
arrived together with Major Sir T.KEANE R.F.A. who
took charge, as Divisional Trench Mortar Officer.

During the night of the 15/16th the remainder
of the withdrawal from the old front was effected
without incident on the front relieved, but the enemy
effected a heavy bombardment about N.9.¢.l.9 accompeanied
by & raid, which caused some 100 cesualties in the
éath Battalion. The collection of armunition and stores
at the advanced dumps continued, necessitating the use
of large working pserties from the Infantry in billets
in SAILLY at BAC St.MAUR. XIth Corps Order was recelved
at 11.50 pem.

EVENTS OF 16th JULY. 3. During the 1l6th such artillery aar was in
position carried on thelr registration and wire cutting.
The effect of the ls . ter was not very great as yet,
though more damage had been done by a battery of 2"
Trench Mortars whislh fired some rounds for practice
without provoking any retalliation.

Oorders were issued for the forming up of the
Brigades in depth et 12.30 p.m. (Divisional Order 1i0.31)
By the evening of the 16th 1t weas noticed that the
strain of successive night movements and the heavy
carrying work had fatigued the infantry.

puring the night of the 16/17th Brigeades took
up their frontage in depth. As far as possible
Infantry were rested in view of the attack which was gf
expected to teke place at 11l a.m. on the 17th but
there was still much essential work to be done, and
the move into posltlon and some necessary patrolling

caused & further strain on the troops.
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ITHE 17th JULY. 4. The morning of the 17th was foggy. It
was impossible for the Artillery to reglster, and so
zero time wes postponed from 4 a.m. to 8 a.m. then to
11 2.m. and then to the nexy day the 18th. When this
latter was known arrangements were made for filtering
back some troops from the front and 300 yards lines
where they were assembled thickly for the assault.

The G.0.C. 15th Brigade changed his Battallions
in the front line altogether, as the 57th end
58th Battelions had been in line for some tims and
were tired from all the preparatory work they had had
to do. |

In the afternoon of the 17th intimation was
recelved that the operations would not take place on
the 17th or 18th. Orders were issued for a thinning
out of tue front line &nd for the pushing on of
the work of getting up more stores and ammunition.

Petrolling and reconnalssance were continued

The delay in the attack was a great rellief to
the troops, who were really quite done up by their
wobk and want of sleep.

Time was also given for the completion of the
dumps of stores required for consolideting and
holding the positions when captured.

The activity of our artillery had provoked
conslderable retaliation, and thls, beslides causing
casualties in the front line trenches, had damaged
the forwards ends of the communication trenches necess-
itating a large smount of work in keeping them open:
for the traffic which had to go on.

THE 18th JULY. 5. On the 18th July - a clearer day - the

—
S
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Divislonal Artillery, which was now in its bsttle
positlons, continued wire cutting and registration.
A speclal retalietion of the SUG/RLOAF was also
carried out in response to a bombardment of our line
ebout N.8.b.7.0 with guns end minenwerfer on the 17th.
At the same time more stores and ammunition
were pushed up to the forward dumps, thicin. were
organized and sorted out. The communication ‘renches
were repalred and cleesred of Trench Mortar emmunition
and Engineering Stores which had had to be left there
owing to congestion the day before.
The orders that the operations would take
pPlace on the 19th commencing after 11 a.m. were received
at 7 a.m. on the 18th. froops were warned of this
in an order issued at 8 a.m.
Final orders regerding the atteck and holding
of the captured position were issued =t 4.0 pem.
and a speclal point was mede in them that the
asssulting troops should be rested as much as possible
during the night 18/19th and on the morning of the
19th; also that good breskfasts and dinners shojld be
given on the 19%h.
By evenlng the forward dumps were filled up
to expectations, and all communieation trenches were clear,
én arrangement was made with the Controller
of Mines Second Army, in the evening of the 18th to
fire a 1200 1lbs mine at N.1l0.d.1.8 st the moment
of the assault. Tt was hoped this would cover the left of
the assault from machine gun fire. The left brigede
was notified of this arrangement.
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IGHT OF 18/19th JULY. 6., Durirg the night 18/19th reconnaissance.
were pushed out to find out the state of the
enemy's wire and damege done to parapets by the fire
of tﬁa heevy /ritillery during the 18th.

In the right Seector the patrols were unable
to epprosch the enemy's wire owing to enemy's posts |
ebout 80 yerds in front of enemy paerapet.

In the centre sector not much damage had been
done by the Artillery.

On the left some lanes had been cut, which
the enenmy had not attempted to repair.

| This information was passed to the C.R.A.
It was hoped that wire cutting by artillery end
Medium Trench Mortars on the 1l9th would do more damage.
2t 8 a.,m. on 19th intimstion was received
thet zero time would be 11 a.m. Thie was notified
to Brigades and C.R.A.

HE FIRST PHASES 7. The mormin: passed quietly in the trenches.
OF THE ATTACK. There was no retallation to our heavy artillery
up till 2.15 pm. when some began, and et 3 p.m.
there was a falrly heevy fire on our front line
and support trenches. The left sector reported
Trench Morter fire, and in the centre sector PINNEY'S
AVENUE, a maln approach, was blown in by Howitkers.
The right sector was also shelled with shrapnel, but
casualties were few.
At 5.45 pem. the 38th Brigade in the
left sector wes heavily shelled and suffered considereble
casuelties. They rerorted, however, that the

enemy 's parapet was being nuch demeged and wire was

e i — . i il =i = o T A g : -.';""_-. 3 _zlli I Ty . i
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being cut well.

The essaulting battallons of the three
Brigades from risht to left were in position in the
front line at 35,26, 3.45, and 4.0 p.m.respectively.
At 4.15 p.m. theenemy fire increased
on the right sector (15th Brigade) and another
approach trench was blocked but soon cleared. At the
geme time the fire increased on the left sector and
trenches and supports in rear. /n ammnition dump was
set on fire bul replaced immedintely. The enemy fire
continued till 5 p.m. when it deecreased eppreciably
on our right, and was doing less damage on on our 1&f£“
and centre, although some casualties had oceurred,
inclufing three Comnpany Commanders of the 53rd Battalior
At this time both flanks reported considerable .
apparent damage to enemy's parapets from our
"heavy Artillery.
At 5+40 to 6 p.m. (the time uf the assault)
the enemy put on a barrage on our 300 yerds line and
shelled the communication trenches.

DEPLOYMENT. 8. The daplngmﬁpt of the assaulting
Battalions in 'NO MAN'S LAND' wes carried out by 211
thrﬂa'Brigadea at 5.45 p.m. the men being pa#aed over
the parapet. In the centre and left sectors there was
not much musketry fire at this time and the deployment
of the fiirst two waves and the assembly of the next two
was carried out with only a few casuaslties.

In the right sector machine gun fire
from SUGAR LOAF worried the troops directly they

came over the parapet.

o — =5 = - -
(S ——e — — —— =
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THE ASSAULT . 9. Right Sector - 15th Brigade. The 59th
Battalion on the right was struck with machine gun fire

after going 50 yards. It pressed on some 3500
yvards when it was brought to a standstill iIn some
slight ecover., The machine gun fire was in enfilade
from the SUGARLOAF. This battalion was finally held
up and never reached the enemy's line.

The 60th Battalion on its left pressed
forward, losing heavily, and was stlll advancing at
6.30 p.m. It reached the enemy's wire but was held
up there by machine gun fire from the SUGARLOAF and
by musketry from the pearapets. Mo jor lacrae, the Command-
ing Officer, and his Adjutant, were killed near the
enemy 's parapet. Survivors say that the enemy's
parapet were manned by about & man a yard, with several
machine guns also. Some men on the left of the Battalio:
entered the trenches and reached the support line,
capturing some prisoners.

Touch with these was subsequently lost.

Centre Sector - l4th Brigade. The
sgsseulting lines - 53rd Battzlion on the right, 54th

Battalion on the left - got into the enemy's first

line trench with only slight losses. There was heavy
fighting inside where the crews of two machine guns

were killed end the gerrisons engaged as they came out
of dugouts. Lt-Colonel, Comnanding 53rd Battalion, |

was killed between the two lines. By 6.45 p.m.

the second line of dugouts was &1l in our hands and a
line taken up. 10 machine guns were pushed across and

were safely overat 7.45 pe.m.

Left Sector - 8th Brigade. The first
and second waves - 3lst Battalion on the right, 32nd
Battalion on the left - moved forward steadily at

= e — p— y . & i i
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6 pem. from thelr positions close to the enemy's

wire, and took the German lst. line trench along the
whole of the sector. The 5rd and 4th waves followed

et 100 yerds dlstence. Al waves were in the first trencl
by 6.15 pem. and at 6.30 pem. the first two waves

hed captured the Germen Srd linc trench. Najor Higgon
who was leading the left of the 5Z2nd. was killed during
this fighting.

CONSOLIDATION. 10. Right Sector. The 59th Buttalion
endeasvoured to meke & line where they were held up
100 yards from the enemy trench, but movement was
difficult in fece of the machine gun fire from the
SUGARIOAF, £ sap was pushed out from our line
towerds the Battalion, and this work went so well that
when the troops in this Sector eventuelly retired it hed
reached some 2560 yards from our perapet.

Centre Sector. When onee the trenches were
glear of the enemy, consolidatlon went on without
diffieulty. A good line was obtained whichwas
mede into & parapet snd receseged with the aid of two
Co's. of the 55th Battalion who had brought up stores
and tools. , |

A fine plece of work was done by the

1l4th Fileld ‘Gmmy of Engineers sssisted by infantry
working parties. /A communication trench was dug right
across NO MAN'S LAND, 4 feet deep, giving in plucoﬁ

6 feet of cover, This was pertially duck-boarded end
was opened for traffic st 2.8.m. It wae this trench
~alone- which slone mede possible the retirement of tho
14th Brigede without heavy losses on the morning of the

20th,

- . g, ey L Vo N T et — s e
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Left Sector. Vigorous efforts were made
to consolidate the position gained intthe enemy's
third trench -~ a ditch. Owing to the sticky
soll digging was found difficult, end only mud
could be found to f1ill sandbags. Digging continued
however, and =2 line was linkadiup'with.thﬁ-aentra sector
at 8.50 p.m.

Immediately after the assault at 6 p.m.
the 8th Fisldrcnmpany and "A" campﬁny 30th Battalion
commenced to link up the left of the 8th Brigade in
the German trenches with our own original front line.
A serles of potholes were first dug at intervels
across NO MAN'S LZND. These were enlarged and more men
thrown in to link them up. The workers nearest to
the enemy's trenches suffered heavily from fire from
the unassaulted portions of the Germen trenches, and
work at this end proeceeded very slowly. The few men
here could make no effectlve reslstance to the enemy
on his eventually outflanking the 32nd Bﬁttaliun
holding the trenches near F.RM DELANGRE.

EVENTS IN THE RIGHT 1l. The attack of the 15th Brigade was held
SECTOR. up in NO MAN'S LAND, end from 6 p.m. onwards the

59th Battalion was shelled, in addition to being
sub jected to heavy machine gun fire. At 7 p.m. the
59th Battalion reported they could not advance without
support., At 7.30 pe.m. 1t was learnt that the
sttack of the 6lst Division sgainst SUG/RLOAF had
failed, but that arrangements were being made for
another attack at © p.m. The 15th Brigade were asked
to co-operate and authority was given to use half
the 58th Battallion for this attack. Arrasncements
were completed a% 8.45 p.m and the 2 Compenies of

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1012122
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the 58th Battallion moved forwerd with great dash,
carrying the remnants of the 59th with them, to a
point about 100 yeards from the enemy's perapet, where
the attack melted away under enfilade machine gun
fire from the SUGARLO/F. Major BHutchinson, who led
this advance, fell close to the German pearapet.

Meanwhlle information had been received
that the attack of the 6lst Division would not take
place, but the informetion could not reach the 58th
in time.

AL 11l.15 pems the 58th and 59ﬂhlendaav-
oured to dig themselves in, but it was impossible to
form a definite 1ine and some men began to drift back.

At 12.15 p.m. the G.0.C. 15th Brigade
wag offered the rest of the 58th Battalion snd half
the 57th Battalion to carry on the sttack in
conjunction with another projected attack by the 6lst.
Division on the SUG/RLOAF. He was to use his discretion
whether to carry this ou$, or to fa2ll baeck to the
RHONDDA SAP, but not to stay 100 yards from the enemy
trenches.

The attack of the 6lst Division was,
however, postponed, and at 1.10 a.m. the G.0.C. was
ordered to withdraw to our original front line.

The withdrawal had already commenced
and the remnant of three battalions were nearly all
back in our original front line. These were collected
as I'er as possible and passed to the rear to reorganize

the defence of our line being taken up by the 57th
Battalion.

TAE CENTRE SECTOR. 12. The 0.C. 54th Battalion (Lt.Colonel

i

Cass) asked for reinforcements st 7.36 p.m. Atthat

- E - _— =—= —_——
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time the units of the 14th Brigade were consolidating

& good position along their front ang had blocked their
flanks. Sanction was obtained and given for 2

Co's of the 55th Battalion, then in our front line,

to go forward. 2 Co's of this Battalion were already
employed on earrying duties and digging. |

By 10 pem. the reinforcements had gone up
under Lt-cnlanal McConaghy, Comnending 55th Battalion.
One Company went to support the 54th, and the
other to look for and support the 53rd, who were
out of touch with the 54th.

At 11 Pem. the position of the o4th
B&ttalinn'waa'aatiarautﬂry though the shelling was
severe and casualties were numerous,

The 54th Battalion improved their
Position ag the night went on, and tﬁgethﬂr with the
o6th held on well, so that at daylight the situation
was reported bt Lt-Colonel Cass to be mish easier.,

Touch was lost with the 53rg Battalion.
One party is known to have been ecut off on the extreme
right of the 1l4th Brigade line in the German thira
trench. The ﬁulk of the survivors of the Bettalion
found their way back to bhe lines before deylight.

Some remailned with the 55th in the German trenches.
A1l the officers of this Battalion, except the Ad jutant,

were killed or wounded.

'HE LEFT SECTOR. 15. The line held by the 315£ and
| 92nd Battalions was some 200 yards beyond the Germen
front trench. Our Artillery barrage had been 1lifted on
this flank to avoid hitting our own troops. At 8.50
PeMe thﬁ olst and 32nd Battalions asked for support.
Authority was ssked for and given for the remainder

RCDIGTO12122
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of the 30th Battalion to be sent forward. When they
moved up, the 29th Battalion was mwgd into the
front and 300 yard line, and two companies were used
as carriers to the forward position. |

Every effort wus made by the 30th, 31lst,
and 32nd Battallons, with the Machine Gunners, tt; hold
and consolidate the position occupied.

At 3.15 a.m. the enemy made strong
counter attacks on the left and front of the Brigade
and forced the line back to the original German front
line trench. This was held till 3.40 a.m. when the
$2nd Battalion, being enfiladed by machine guns from
the TADPOLE and DELANGRE and DE MOUQUET, and
being heavily shelled, were foreed to rai;ira' on our
original front line.

The Slst Battalion was unable to hold
on, when its left was uncovered. The 30th Battalion
being being mixed up with the 32nd and 31st, retired
with themn.

At 4.10 a.m. the 32nd Battalion
was back in our originsl front line, followed by the |
olst Battalion at 4.30 a.m.

All Vickers Guns were brought back
or subsequently raéavéred.

Our own line was heavily shelled at
this time, and many casualties occurred while the
line was being thinned and the battalions were being

reorganized in rear.

'THE FINAL WITHDRAWAL l4. A meeting was ordered at 5.0 p.m.

| to arrange a fresh attack by the 618t Division on
the 20th. At 5.0 a.m. news was however gained of t.hel
retirement of the 8th Brigade, and of the consequent
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pnﬁiﬁﬁm position of the units of the 1l4th Brigade

in the German trenches. The Army Commander who wes
present, directed the withdrawel of this Erigade to
our own line.

These orders were passed to the l4th
Brigade who got them through Lt-Colonel Cass st
6.50 a.m. with a definite order to retibve which was
acknowledged by Lt-Colonel Cass st 7,50 a.m.

Commnication at this time was difficult
and B8 runners were sent before the message got
through.

M ertillery barrege was put up round
the portion of the trenches known to be occupied
by the 1l4th Brigade. This was most promptly done
and proved a great help. The retirement was skilfull
arranged. All the wounded were got away who could
move. All ‘bhl Vickers Cunswere saved and all the
lewls Guns élsn of this Brigade. The ssp construct-
ed by the 1l4th FPield Company under Major Bachtold
made the evacuation possible.

The rearguerd behaved most devotedly.
3 of the four officers with the rearguard were
killed - the fourth was wounded. |

The survivors of the ssssulting units
were back in our lines at 9 a.m. They were h.lviiy
gshelled in the front line, where more csasusaltles
ocecurred, but were moved to the rear as soon as

possible and reorgaenized.

CONGLUSION OF THE 15. The ertillery fire wes kept up at &
ACTION '
- slow end deliberate rate till 12 noon.

At 9.50 a.m. the enemy were reported to
be massing as if for attack but nothing of the sort
developed. No infantry ection occurred after 9.50
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except for the reorganizing of the asgaulting
Bagtelions in the positions of our second line.

SUBSEQUENT WORK. 16.The remainded of the 20th was quiet
our intect Battalions cerried on the defence of the
front line end some good work was done in sniping
at the Germens who exposed themselves freely while
repeiring the main damage done to their parapéts.

| During the night 20/21st July strong

perties went oub into "NO MAN'S LAND" and brought in
wounded., Some 250 were recovered this night - the
57th Battalion being specially actlve in this work,
ng also were volunteer parties from the 5th Pioneer
Battalion.

nmore wounded and bodles were brought in
on the succeeding nights, and some very plucky cases
were noticed where wounded were helped in in daylight
under a sniping fire. One men, still living, was
found end brought in st 8 a.m. on 24th inst. from
close to the German trenches.

Otherwige there was very little activiity
on either side. Our men were buny-rapairing

end orgeniging the dsemeged trenches which were full of
debris.

D/MAGE DONE TO 17. ThﬂIBUGﬂRLBAF was evidently not
_— seriously demaged by the Artillery bombardment.

The concrete machine gun emplacements were intact,

though the esrth was blown eway from thelr fronts.

In the Centre Sector the front parapet

was breached over one machine gun, otherwise it was

very little domaged. The second irench was
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good except on the east of the Sector. The third line
was damaged in places, hut not mueh. In resar of

the third line sbout the tramline, our shells head
macde the place into a huge rubbish heap, ne sign of
treaﬁhﬂs wae apperent there.

In the left Sector the enam31parapet
wag well Inocked about, but little demesge had been
done to dugouts. Many Germens were killed here
by the bombardment.

In the fighting in the trenches many
casualties were caused o the enemy with bomb and
bayonet, chiefly in the left sector, where the enemy
was csught before he could get away. In the centre
sector he fled quicker. .

One man of the 8th Brilgade killed 12 Germens
in a dug-out with two bombs. Thig Brigade estimates
the number of German deed in thelr Sector ai 600,

| ~ineluding & number of officers. The l4th Brigade did
not see quite so many.

About 120 prisoners were brought back alibe.

More were taken but were killed on the
way back over NO MAN'S LAND by the enemy's Artillery
and mechine guns.

Two machine guns were captured by the
14th Brigede and brought back. Many others were
destroyed by both Brigades, as were also several
Trench Morters including one very large one on a
concrete platform.

Detailed reports are being submitted.
separately regerding the enemy's trenches ss found.

-
e W
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OUR CASUALTIES. 18. The casualties in the 5th Australian

Division amount to:i-

Killed Wounded Missing. Total
officers 30 103 45 178

Other renks 4976 5224 16565 53556

— £ - ame - T oam e E

Total 506 5527 1700 55385

o

AL deteil of these by units is given in

an cppendix (4).
THE ARTILLERY. 19.4A separate report on the ection of |
| the Divisional Artillery under Brig-Gen.S.E.Christian 1
C.M.G. is attached (B). I consider the work done was
moet creditable for noviece ertillerymen end all ranks
worked most devotedly for several daysand nights
continuously at high pressure.

THE ENGINEERS 20. The Engineer Field Compenies did
excellent work with their respective Brigades. Three
commnications were dug across NO MAN'S LAND and
.these, though meent for commmnication with the
captured trenches were extremely valuable where the
troops were ordered to withdraw.

The work of collecting Engineer Stores 1in
large quantities in & short time wes most
successfully carried out by Lt-Colonel A.B.Carey,
C.M.G.5 R.JBE., A special report on the Engineer Services
is attached. (C)

COMMUNICATIONS . 21. Commnications on the whole were good.
From Divisional Headquarters to Brigede Headquarters
by underground lines was uninterrdpted throughout.

Prom the Brigades forward communlcation

was cut at least once in each Sector but

T, o . — e o .
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repairs were effected and between Brigade Headquarters
end the Advenced Signsl Stations of Brigedes,
communication was fairly consistent.

Forward from our front line to the
captured trenches commnicetlon was precarious.
Pelephone lines Jeld badly and the chief means of
commnication wae by runners. Pigeons were used

elso, and signalling shutters also were found
useful.

i e

The Artillery communication suffered
very little from shell fire except in the zone near
our originsl front trenches where lines were frequently

cut and messeges from F.0.0's had to bgkent by
runner to telephone stations about the RUE PETILLON.

A short range wirelecs station was ereeted in the
RUR PETILLOM, but this was not used much as

it was oub of action early and the telephone
commnications from that region were gufficient to
take the traffic.

22. The evacuation of wounded was
most expeditious and thorough, belng most carefully
nrganizéd by the A.D.M.S., It-Colonel C.H.W.Hardy,
AyAJM.C., Who fully deserves most speclal mention.
3200 wounded were cleared from a
nerrow front - 3000 of them in 36 hours. The devotion
of the Regimental Medlcal Officers was beyond all

praise.

A special report on the medilcal

arrangements is attached.

23, I wish to bring to notice the
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three officers commanding the 8th, l4th, and 15th

I'Infantr-y Brigedes, who handled their Brigsades

well and coolly under difficult and novel conditions:
Br.Gen E.Tivey D.S.0. Commending 8th Brigade
Colonel H.Pope C.B. Commending l4th Brigade
Br.Gen H.E.Elllott Commanding 15th Brigade.

24. 1 have to thank my own Staff,

especlally my G.S.0. 1, Major (tempy. Lt=Colonel)
C.M.Wagstalff, C.E.E., D:8.0., and my A.A. & Q.M.G.
Lt-Colonel J,.,P.MeGlinn C.M.G., though the whole of the

Staff worked unremittingly and well,

26. I must also thank the following officers
who gave their services to the Division during

the operations end who were of the greatest help.

Lt-Colonel J.G.B..llardyce R.F..A.
Lt*GDlﬂml G.JlHﬂnﬂﬁrﬂﬂn RtFnA.
Major L.W.LaT.Cockeraft D.S.0. R.F.A.

Ma;]ﬂl" Sir T.Keane | R.F.A.
and |
Major G.B.Howard D.5.0., General Staff, 2nd Army .

26« I have a number of other names to

! bring to notice for gallantry and devotion to duty,
and these will be submitted in due course.

(sgd) J.W.McCAY
Ma jor=General
Commanding 5th Australian Division.
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: ARTILLERY ~CTION BY 5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY
- AND ATTACHED ARTILLERY DURING THE 19th AND THRER (3) PREVIOUS DAYS.

-ﬂ--ﬁ_-——-————ﬂ_—--

The following is anfccount of the work done by the 5th
fustraliean Divisional Artillery, 4th sustrslien Divisionel Artillery
and 17lst Brigade R.F.A. including Medium Trench Morters during
the opersations of the 19th, and also the action of the artillery
leading up to the opersastion.

A map is appended shewing the action of the Divisional
Artillery on the 19th.

The whole of the artillery was divided into three (3)
groups (vide D.A.0. No. 6) attached, and given similar zones to
those of the three (3) Infentry Brigades allotted to them.

Orders were issued as to their objectives, rates of fire
and timing. For copy of these orders, see Appendix "A" sttached.

Groups allotted individusl tassks to batteries.

The closest touch was kept between Group and Infantry
Brigade Commanders.

Five (5) Medium Trench Morter BRatteries (2 from the 6th
Division, 1 from each of the 50th Division, 1lst and 3rd Canadien
Divisions) were attached to the Division for the operations end
were placed under the charge of Mz jor Sir T .KEANE R.F.A. who was
lent to the Divisionés D.T.M.0. for the operations.

the 4th Divisional Artillery and 171st Brigade R.F.A. arrived
on the 15th inst. and all the batteries of the division
cormmenced registration and wire cutting on the 16th inst.
eand continued until the day of the ocperations.

The Mediump Trench Mortars were placed in position es they
arrived, necessary emplacements being prepered for them in
the trenches.

The general plen was wire cutting aslong the whole front
before the 19th and registration of the area prior to the 19th.

TIMES (Registration and wire cutting. 9 a.m. to 11 8eMa )
ITa.m. to 11.30 a.m. Registration by Divisional Artillery.

l peme to 6 pem. Wire cutting by 18-pdrs and T.M.Batteries.
S pem. to 6 p.m. Bombardment by 18-pdrs and 4,5" Hows.

The fire wes equally distributed between front and support
lines in order to cut wire both on front of line and support lines,
and to destroy the enemy's parapet in front and support lines.

During the bombardment snd wire cutting, 'Lifts' to barrage
lines were made at:-

5425 pPem. to 3.29 p.m.
4.4 pems t0o 4.9 pem.
4¢29 Pems t0o 4.36 p.m.
O.21 Peme t0 5.31 Pen
At €6 pems the whole of the artillery lifted to barrage lines.

Previous to the 19th, the 110th Battery and the 52nd Battery
were heevily shelled. The latter had to move 1its position.

On the 19th, the 48th and 51st Battery were heavily shelled.
None of the latter were however, dameged. Generslly the enemy seem-
ed to have few guns.

The communlcations during the day were good, though muech has
yet to be done in burying and protecting wires.

Owing to the lack of material and the short time at our
disposel prior to the attack being delivered this could not be
done, and 1t was due meinly to the inﬂffectivehrtillery reply from
the enemy that the communications were Preserved intact.

The enemy does not appear to have been an obstacle to our
Infantry and from reports received seems to have been well cut.

The front parapet was also very heavily damaged.

Our first false barrege spparently had no effect as the
forward Officer in the trenches reported that the enemy did not
appear to man his parapet during the '1ift!

2122
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO1



_——

), APPENDIX Z %9

The action of the Trench Mortar Batteries was good and
thelr tasks were carried out in & thoroughly capable and
praiseworthy manner.

CASUALTIES
4th D.A. 5th D.A. Total
Toteal number of officers killed 1 - 1
of ficers wounded 5 - 5
" 0.R. killed 1 10 11
el 0.R. woundead 14 14 28
AMUNITION EXPENDED
15th, 16th, 17th, 18th 19th
A& AX B X A& aX B X
16501 1433 62092 4507

TRENCH MORTARS

sessasene HOBDAS

CASUALTIES TO EQUIPMENT
18=pdr - One wheel blown off.

I append & statement showlng messages received and sction teken
during the operations of the 19th.

F i F

"

SAILLY | ' Brig-Ganeral
24/7/16 C.R.A. 5th Aw tralian Division.
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prior to the attack of the 19th inst, Engineer Stores were
collected:~ |

(a) In Brigsde Dumps in the front line, reveit
and w meteriels likely to be most quickly
required. :
T“lﬂ; '
Trench lodders and bridges,
Water supply stores. |
(B) In Brigsde Dumps in the RUE PETILLON, . supplementar
revetting end wiring snd other trench materisl.
(e) In Pivisionsl sdvenced Dump at stert of trench -
| tramway. reserve stores of overy deseription
likely to berequired

The quantity of stores required was estimated on the basls
thet we should take snd hold epproximately 2000 yerds each of
the Germen front end support trenches and thot, in addition.
to consolidating these, it would be negcessary to construct two
flank trenches conwwhicnting the two Germen lines as slso ¢ left
flenk fire trench snd three or four commniecction trenches
seross 'l0 M N'S LoND'

A iel type of Low Hurdle wes provided for the repid
reve of the comminicetion trenches, slso duckewalks.
A special Mobile Reserve of three lorries laden with tools end
specicl stores was held at the C.R.:'s dispossl ready to be sent
where . One of these lorries was subsequently cclled for
early by the 8th Brigsdc ené sent immedistely.

cections from esch Fleld Compeny followed the 4th wave
of the attacking Infentry to sssist in consolidating the
position. Other Sections were dotailed to the commnication
trenches. ne Section of the 8th Fleld Company was on the left
flank fire trench; the remaining sections kept open
commnicstions behind the front line end assisted in the despstch
of engineering and other stores in their respective Prigade
arease. Infentry perties were told off for esch of the sbove
works but these perties repidly dwindled as they were cslled
upon to reinforce the firing line.

tpecial water, arran ts were made utilising the mine shaf!
in the front line with their pump ar, and some 2000 (4
petrol tins. /rrangements were the repid a:lnlﬂ.3_ |
of water holes in the Germsn lines so &s to avold waste
labour and casualties in o#r water. The officers
commsnding Fleld Companles their arrangements t
well planned out. Trenches scross 'HO MAN'E L/ND' had been
reconnoitred both by day and by night oend both Ingineer and
Infentry parties were thoroughly well organlzed. Cssusltlies
emong the Engineers sversged 1 officer snd 54 men per
Disorgenization due to these casualtles wes repidly rectifi
by 0's.C.Com anies whose work was thoroughly efficient.

~ Besides consolidatiy &m“, sending forwerd stores, ond
keeépling open trsmway and communications behind the Ffiring
iine (this latter being one of the most trying jobs) the
following are the approximste results of work done on trenches
acrofis "HO MAN'S LaND':-

™is work was supervised by Liecut.Ferr, 8th Fleld Compeny who
wes considersbly hampered by cesuclties and by the paesing
of munitions snd stores through the trench. 3
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"E Communicetion Trench laid out end supervised
by Ligtf? gﬁ%?MIEIth Field Co. This trench was very well laid
out and constructed. At dawn on the 20th, the trench was A
complete from end to end. Total length 195 yards, duuk*bu;; €
throughout except for 25 yards 1en§th near our own 11nﬂ;. le
bottom of the trench varied from 4" to O below ground level,
the excevated earth giving additlonal cover.

e 15th Rrigede Section the flre was oo hot for
ﬂiggigt:g }1:1 the open. Lieut. Noedl, although severely wounded
st the start, carried on for some hours distributing the
remaining men in verious drains and sapping i'.n both directlions
from each resulting in a total length of 68%7 nfisap from
PINNEY AVENUE avereging 3' 6" deep, of which 18C feet was
duck-boarded, and & second sap pub out by the same company
from V.C.AVENUE was carried out 270 feet, of which 90 feetl

was duck-boarded.

of the Field Compenies did extremely well

from ?1:.: Egiﬁa comnanding the Companies down to the last sapper.

The Majors planned out, supervised, and reorgainzed whfrevar
necessary owing to casualiles, with good judgement. Subalterns
cerried out their work under trying conditions with Erying
great coolness and akill snd 211 ranks worked hard to assist the
Infentry to the best of their ability. I could not wish
for anything more efficlent thean the three Field Companies
of the 5th Australian Division.

/1? ] : Q\ I g

AR | LAV QS T OEVILAAS

g }
Lt=-Colonel,

24%7/16. Commending Hth Australisn Div.Engineers.
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“  REPORT OF DISPOSITION, SUPYORTE AND WORK OF AMBULANGES & m...a-.a..%

from 19th to 20th July 1616 APPENDIX;E__' !"

IBPORITION. /% Divislonal Rest Station, DOULIEU, the steff wes reduced
. to 1 lMedlcal officer and 37 other renkas.
/b Divisionel Rest Stetion 1'ESTRADE to 1 medicsl officer
and 56 other rinks.

AIR DRESSING Fort lompw was retained with § medienl offilcers «nd 166
STATIONS . other renis,. "
Hog.St.laur was opened im ¢ factory; the 15th Field
Ambulence with 35 medicsl offlioers, other ronke ard 3
‘mbulances (motor) on one side. and the l4th Fleld ’‘mbulsnce
on the other with 3 medicsl officers, 628 other renks, and
5 Motor Ambulences. |
The letter position (Bre St.Mour) wes chosen eosuse |
beth Sailly and le Nouvesu Monde were rendered insccessible
Guring the operations. '

3V UOED These were established at PORT / CLOUS, 1eCROIX LES CORNEX,
WESSING FOOTS. FLEUREAIX, ROUGE DE BOUT, and CROIX DILANCHE.

: m&mmmﬁmnmmoupmm-m
reinforced, but s few hours loter when troops were in L
positions ihn_um“ bearers were withdrswn and
edvenced so that Port a Clous, Lof Croix Les Cornex ond
Plewrbsaix were practicrily abendoned.

SOIMERT AL These were situated at RIPLE VIILZ, HATON RE'LL, MEIXLE HOUSE
D’ POSTS. FOR/Y HOUSE, WYE PJR¥ end J POET, | |
They wore s reinforced & medlesl offlicer

LANSPORT 21 ﬁntﬂ' Ambulances were lont by the 14 M.AL. a8 the :
otor smbulances for the 5th "ustrellisn Division had not
srrived. Two Motor Convoys. from 14 M.A.C. evecusted from

the Main Dressing Statlons, -
fwm spulRncee were provided

m%.mﬁ
when the sl e

TITES - Definite routes were snd set apeyt for each Field
/mbulsnce for their Motor irbulences to the Main Iressing
Stations. These comprised 2) in sll.,
/% the Bac Et.Msur MNelin Pressing Stetion the /‘mbulance Cers
entered the guadrangle and the M.A.C. Convoy Care circled
¢(nd losded et two s eparate doors.

E

pozts and at Maln Dressing

EDING
ter for dressing wounds «.d soup
onnel. These were of the atest
:ﬁmm. cold, and tired felt
(INPORC ING

few casualtiesn coming in, nearly the whole of the 8th
Pield ‘mbulance poste were emptied cnd all) available
personnel with stretehers were sent wp o the right Ylenk
and centre. The A.D.M.8. lew “esland Divieion wes sshed
to aselst and he very kindly forwvarded 36 other ranks
end 7 lMotor Ambulanges ¢t 18.30 aems and ot 1)1 aem. £
medieal officere and 40 other ranks.
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ATRETCHRERS There was an ample supply of stretchers bntthoml_
| - stretehers were of no ssalsgtance; navy Enwy etrotchers
_ would have been of greater service in the trenches.

DIRECTION OF |
GASUALTIES ‘he flow wes towerds the centre =snd right flank, |
RATE OF Casualtlies 'wn avagurted at the rate of 1 minu |
TRE ‘TMENT increaszed to 2 per mimute when the rush mp:-uul:: -
RATE OF /11 wounds were trested, =11 bleeding
FVAGUATION necessery vessels tied snd smputations or operstions done.

All cases were injected with /'nti-Tetahic Serum 2nd all
fractures rroperly set.
It wes found quicker and more setisfsctory to drees with

dressi: cut at the tize to suit case than irst
nid mx&:m. - e

GGMHIBATIOH.:?.& w‘;y weak m:r irreguler
V'im means ¢ motor cyele was snle to constantly
vislt the various posts, /dvenged Dressing Stations snd |
ve valueble tu-n-tmﬁ reports to the 2A,D.M«8. DAL M.8.
ARZAG elso visited the posts and reported =s well.

im. These were all removed from the pockets of pstients taker
charge of at Bag St.Maur by the /rtillery. -

Time would be saved st trenches or =214 rosts if tebe were
used whon medicine had been !:vmurtnlmnuu. -
sbe-are better applied at Hedin Dressing Stations

where more scewrate informetion eun be obt:ined.

POSITION OF In those admitted taith. Ambulan-es the wounde were most
FOTDS largely the upper or lower axtremities.
Water

¥ATER lied water carts snd 4 gallon tine ploged
w:{ng stations., The supply was anple.

TABS

=3

]

=

f _-"'j-'- i : 4+

/M ¥ &y /s iU /

Vi u.r-_f Y A NG 1
F L]

3

| /"t Gel
AJDJME . Bth Auotraellisn Divi?gm

il
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291’: Pattalion.

- 11 3 2
;gtz gu z 51 54 6 | - 68
s 0
1
Sond e 2l N Bl B MoBm! 1B M
Haﬁh-%ﬂ cﬂn - 15 153 5 28 55 - 8 8
Light T.M.Bty. - 1 1 - 12 12 - z 3 54 1846
d4th Inf.Bde.
53rd Battalion. 6 23 29 10 351 361 8 22
54th do 4 71 75 11 284 295 4 162 '§33
55th do 2 30 32 5 150 155 4 150 154
56th  do - 21 21 2| 114 116 - 14 14 |
Mach.Gun Co. 2 9 11 3 25 28 2 12 | 14
Ligh‘l: T.H.Bty. 1 E 1 2 5 | A4 5 - ] - - 65 1652
Aoth Inf.Bde. o
57th Battalion. - 12 12 1! 22 1| - 1
53th do - | 29 27 71 a6 168 4 49 53 |
59th do 1 18 19 14 i 386 400 51 271 276
60th do 4 20 24 6 @ 393 %299 6 228 334
Mach.Gun Co - | 9 9 2 | 24 26 - | 1 1
Light T.M.Bty. - - ~ - 5 4 - - - 51 1725
5th Pioneer Bn. - 1 1 1] 20 21 - 1 1 1 22y,
1;th F.A.Bde. - 6 6 2 1 5 < - 3 - $ - -UI
14th F.A.Bde. - e - “ i 1 - ’ - . -5
15th F-IAIM.- - - - - 1 1 - - - } m
25th F.A.Bde. - - - - 3 3 - - - Z
5th D-A-cﬂlm- - - - - -1 1 - - - 1 1”
R TR 1 3 4 ot o8 25 " 8 8 1 3 X
14th Field Co. - 3 3 3l Ikl 15 - 4 4 1 2 m
15th Field Co. - 2 2 23 2 22 - 4 4 | 1 2 % 84
Div.Signal Co. - 1 1 - - - - - - - -] 2 |
14th Field Ambce. - - -~ - 1 2 9 - - -] - > :
15th Field Ambee. - - - - 3 3 | - W - % 2 5
4th Div.Artillery. 1 1 2 2 4 6 - . - 3 5 53 7
178
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SUMMARY OF MESSAGES RTCEIVED AND ACTION TAKEN
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From O a.m. to 11 a.me. Registration was carried out in each CGroup
Sector, Wire Cutting Batteries continued wire cuttling at & slow
roate., Observations were difficult owing to & mist,
At 10.45 s.m. hostile Betteries shelled the positions of 48th
and 51st Battery, csusing no damege to material but wounding
several men, |
At 1 p.m. Wire Cutting Batteries commenced 1in accordance with

Progregme and on tapgget shewn in sketch attached. At 2,40 p.m.,
reports/rece ived that their fire was effective and that much wire

was being cut,at this time a large expleosior was observed in CERMAN
trenches on the right and wire netting and wood work weas observed
flying through the air,

At 3.20 p.ms Onemy's shells were fal
N8 and O. Flashes were wisible at N 1
were at once informed.

At 3.25 psme the first 1ift was mede, AL D50 DeTle Fels
reported that enemy did not appear to men his parapets during the
111t | :
At 4 p.m. hostile battery opened fire on FLEURBATX,

At 4,15 p.m. enemy Baettery was reported shelling H 34 a Trom
direction of RADINGHEM. This was passed on to HEAVY ARTILIERY
for action. |

At 5 p.m. our Artillery fire was reported very e¢ffective and the |
wire on the left was practically clesared. Enemy were reported
shelling heavily the Sap M 10 a2 3.35. This wes forwarded to the
heavyfArtillery.

At B.5 pe.ms the wire was cut from ¥ 8 4 9.1 to N 9 ¢ 2.1 to
N 9 c 6.1 and parapet badly damaged but wire was not cut between
N O¢e¢ 6.1 @and N 9 € Tsls This was reporied to the Right Group
who brought another Battery to bear on 1it, Enemy usling 7% mm,

4,2", 5,9" and 8.2" on H 31 4 5,5 from direction of AUBERS. AT
5,10 p.ms 1t was reported that tle wire was cut from N 9 d 2 o

the left but that tripping wires could be located at W 9 ¢ T2
Information passed to the Right Group for necessary actlion,

At 5,56 p.m. the eremy fire was very heavy on H 38 a 0.5 but no
damege was reported. At 6 p.me Artillery fire was l1lifted on to
Barrage lines and reports were received that Infantry had started to
advance. At 6.10 p.m. the Balloon Observer reported Artillery
sctive H 24 d 3.5, N 23 d 6.6 and 0 13 b 8.5 and enemy Artillery
enfilde ing BROMPTON AVENUE with shrapnel. - This was passed on

on to the  Heavy Artillery. Aeroplane of 16 Squadron was forced to
descend in field H 19 a. At 6.25 pems report was received that
the first line hed gone forwerd practically and thet the fire on
the trenches was very slight. At 6.55 pe.m. our Infantry wes
observed in front line and enemy Artillery were shelling N 9 ¢ 9.1,

At 7 p.m. reports were received that the left and centre Brigade
ocecupied the front and 2nd line of the German Trenches. ILeft and il
Centre Barrage lifted 200 yards. At 7.10 p.m. Infantry at N 9 @ 5,3
and heavy rifle fire about LES CLOCHERS., At %.17 p.m. fire was seen
blezing at N 9 ¢ 6.1 and small parties were seen returning from the 1
ceptured trenches, apparently wlth prisonerse. At T.21 p.me about t
100 Infantry were seen nesr N 16 a 10.95 with patrcls in front. -
At request of Infantry,Barresge was lifted on left. At 7.25 p.m. |
message was received that the 8th Infantry Brigade on our left
were being fired on from TADPOLE, The Group Commander reported
that he was shelling TADPOLE. Also passed to HeavyRrtillery
for fire to be brought to bear on this point. At 7,30 p.m.
14th Infentry Brigade reported being heavily pressed and reguested
more fire. Centre Groupn incPeased 1Us rate. At T8 Tnpsms 150
Infentryfwwerecobserved in the ruins of ROUGES BANCS. At 7.40 p.m.
32nd Battalion reported being heavily pressed on our left - Teft
Group increased its rate, At 7.46 p.me hostile balloon from the
right of FROMELIES. At 7.54 p.m. the 32nd Battalion were reported
holding the 3rd Line and being shelled by our own Artlllery. .
Barrage raised another 100 yards by Lefi Group. At 8,10 D.m,
Infentry were being heavily pressed from DELAPORTE FMe. and that
Guns firing on ILE MOURQUET FNMe were shelling our own troops.

This was passed to the 24th Brigads R ,F.A. to alter their
range. Report received thal on the left and centre we occupied

'
1 ] |-
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1ling on our trenches at
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8.53 heavy Artillery
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the trenches 150 yards beyond Cermen front line and that sttack on

-the right had failed, At B.20 Dol iﬁrge volumes of smoke were }
observed from the directiom of IES CLOCHERS. this made observation |
very céifficult. At 8.25 p.m. red flares were being sent up from | 8§
the direction of this village and Infantry reported being pressed
in the centre. Rate of berrsge fire incrsased. At 9.0 p.m.
Infantry reported digging communicat ion trench between our trench
and captive Cerman trench on the left., At 9.5 p.m. succession af
red rockets were sent up from the rear of the CGerman lines. AU 9419
p.m. cmédke was still reported from the right of IES CLOCHERS.
it 9.30 p.m. Infentry cslled for more fire onf their left,
Teft group increased its rate, At 9.3]1 p.m. red rockets rockets
were observed from vicinity of DELAPORTE FME. At 9.45 Deite Infer= i
metion wes received that the left and Centre Brigades held thelr ob jecs
tive, and the the two Battalions of the Right Brigade had been held |
up in "NO MANS IANDY, BPBerrage slowed down to Battery fire 60 minutes
At 10,35 p.m. heavy srtillery were firing on Infeniry on our left
joining up the captured and our o0ld trenches. At 10.58 pems heavy
fire wes being recelved from FME.DEIANCRE. Four 4,5" Howltzers
of Centre Croup were ordered to increesse their fire on this pointie |
At 11.12 p.m. Infentry reported that fire from FEE, DELANGRE was
lessened. 4.5" Howitzers go back to normal rate, 8th Brigede hold
N.10.c0.9.5 to N 10.c.5.3 but their right was not jolned up with 1l4th
Brigade. The 14th Brigade left Infantry withdrswing Iron right
sector to their original lines. At 11.15 p.m. searchlight was being
used by the Germans on SUGARLOAF, At 12,30 a.m, 15th Infantry Bdes |
were reported clear of the enemy's trenches, the berrage on the right
wag changed to & line running N.14.b.75.75 - N 14,0549, toO -
N.BeAoedH 15, At.2.35 a&.m. Iinformation was recelwved that enemy wers
threstening to attack our 1line at the new trench commending the
captured trench with the old firing line. Barrage of left Group
was put on the portion of "NO MANS TAND" NelOedel.7 to N.10.d.2.9
and range was shortened on the communicetion, trench NelOo@odsC
£0 No10.6+2.9. At 2.56 a.m. increased enemy activity was apperent
in the vicinity of FME. DELANCGRE. Centre Group ordered to watch this
point clogely again with 4.,5" Howitzers. At 3.15 a.me orders were
received to bombard area contained in N.8.34,45,00 = N.8.d,45,50 =
NeBeleBed = NeBoedeBa0e Right Group was ordered to move 18 pdr,
bettery on to this ares and continue shelling et a deliberate fire..
At B.45 a.m. in order to protect the right flank of the 14th Brigade
barrage of Right CGroup was placed on the front line and support
system of the German trenches, from a North and South line running
between N.8 and N.9 DTnfilade Batteries were not used. At 4.0 8oy
enemy were reported to be heavily shelling the Left and Centre Sectors
At 4.20 a.me. informetion was received that enemy were preparing for
a counter attesck along the front H.15 a.2.6 to N.1l5 b,4.,6 and were
moving towards ROUGE BANCS,., - Groups were warned to be alert for an '
attack. At 4,30 a.m. 8th Infantry Brigasde withdrew from the enemy's |
trenches to their originsl line. At 5.0 a.m. groups were warned to
cease barrage fire as soon as it was clear enough to observe. AL 6 &.m
informetion was received that the 14th Infantry Brigade were to with=
draw to their original line. Barrasge fire was arranged as follows
to covér their withdrawsl. ILeft Group to bomberd lst line parapets
from N.10.C.35.35 to the left. Centre Group keep barrage as they
were., Right Group bombard lst line parapets from W Sec.H.1l to the
right, At 7.35 a.m, enemy reported shelling the trenches NelQec:40,65
£0 Nel0e8.90.05. At 9.45 2.m. the 14th Infantry Brigede had with-
dravn to their original line and barrage of fire of centre group
wae raised to the lst line parapets of the Centre Sector., This fire
was continued &t & very slow snd deliberate rate until 12 noon when
it was stopped. At 9.50 a.m, enemy were reported massing in the ir
trenches for counter attack buit nothing eventuated. All batleries,

. were, however, kept on the alert. At 11.535 a.m. the Centre Group
regnrt&d no vnusual movement a&long the whole line,

il

|
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Advanced First Army.

- G e

I forward herewlith the report of the G.0.C. Sth
fustralian Division on the attack carried out on 19th inst.

The report clearly describes the operations and there
is nothing for me to add except that I think the attack of
the sustralian Division which was new to fighting oub here,
was carried out in an exceptionally gallant manner. There
is no doubt that the men advanced with the greatest determin-
ation. Their difficulties on the right flank were caused
by the failure of the 6lst Division to carry u..e SUGARLOAF.
On their left flank the Australian Division was unsble
to consolidate sufficiently during the night and consequently
when that flank gave way the remiéinder of the line
was compelled to withdraw.

I am quite sure that on thahﬂxt occasion when the
Division is ordered to attack 1t will distinguish itself
even more than on this occasion. I have nothing but
admiration for the fine fighting spirit displayed by
Commenders and all ranks in the Division.

The artillery work turned out even better than I
expected though many of the batterles had had very little

experience.
XIth Corps (Signed) R.HAKING Lieut-General
26th July 1916, Cormanding XIth Corps.
e "“,E B e~ Fdaren
i : J‘n.__,_q._ 1 _Fﬁ'i'. N TR __ -__._.__'J.F \_._Ih.—_“: _-JU_._.__-, L _ﬁ‘E":F:Fh *1~ Y v 0 S 3 _.___‘l"'
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Headquarters,

5th Australian Diviasion.

. — el RS e SSE e s m  E S

The attached coples of the remarks of the G.0.C., XI Corps,
on the report on the operations of the 5th Australlan Division,
19th July, 1916, are fn;harded for your information.

In forwarding these remarks I am directod by the Corps
Commander to say that he is very glad that the first Division
of the Corpe to be seriously engeged, should have earned such
high and well deserved pralwe . Ha sure that the 5th
Australian Division is only waiting for another opportunity of

distinguishing 1tself,

‘Brig.=General,

General Staff, |
'?/8/13. | 2nd A. & Re Ze Arm? GOI'PE-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO12122



oMo Stn XOSEOCDYAT UL s eET

M“"_—

SPECIA L DIVISIONAL ORDER

by

Ma jor-Genera l ihe Honowrable J.VW.MeCay, CoeBeyp VDo
cemmanding S5th Australian Divislon.

Headquarters ,
20th July 1916,

LAUDATORY: 613.(a) The following letter from 1ieut., General Sir R.C.B.
Heking K.C.B., commanding XIth Corps, under vhose command
the Division was for iho operations of 19¢h/20th July,

ig published for the information of gll raenkgi=

"I Corps,
G.R. 38

Ge0Cosy
5th Australian D ivision.,

T should be glad 1 you 111 convey to all
ranks of the Division under your command my deep
appreciation of the gallant and successful manner in
which they ecarried out the stteck on the enemy's
1ines yesterday aiternoon. e

| Officers and men displayed & fine spirit
by throughcut the attack and drove back the enemy with
true British vigour. The Cemmanders and Staff |
0ff icers also worked with untiring cnergy and great
k11l in a difficult atteck, and 1 am very proud tO
nave had such & fine Division as yours under my
W Cammand on such an important occasion.
( Although the Divis ton wes unable to hold the
pesition gained for = long time, the attack must
~  bave made & great impresslon upon the enemy and
T “Pulfilled its maln purpose, which was to asslst our
Y Comrades who are fighting in the South end prevent
: the enemy from moving reserves away from our front
in that directiocn,
, T wish yousall 2 s+t111 more complete victory
i in youe nexi ettack and I hope 1 shell be somewhere
b near when it takes place.,
(Sgd) R.HAKING Lt.Gen.

20,716, commend ing XI Corps.

(b) The G.,0.C.Divislon desires to add, that he and all hil:

cormand carmot fall to appreciate these ceoniums bestowed

e on the Division, which behaved with such ateadfast ccourag:
and passed through & fierce fight in a mammer of which
Australia will rightly be proud.

=t L s
' sut.Colonel,
YA, & C.M.,G{ 5th Aus ralian Divis ione

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
RCDIGTO12122



——— P = = - i — S

o = — - ==k
e —_ r -
= 5

APPENDIX.Z
| Uz

5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION

' SPECIAL DIVISIONAL OCRDER

by

Ma jor-General the Honourzble J.W.McCay, C.Be, V.D.
Commending 5th Auvstralian Division.

Headquarters, |
2lst July, 1916. |

Y. 514, The G.0.C. Division has great plcasure in publishing
for the information of all ranks in the Divisien who
have sc gallantly maintained the ANZAC tradition, the
following messages, the first from General Sir Douglas
Halg the Ccmmander-in-Chief, and the second from the
Corps Commander, embodying & message from General Sir
Herbert Plumer Commanding 2nd Army.

(I) "Please convey to the troops engsged last night
my appreciation of their gallant effort and of
the careful and thorough preparations made for
it, I wish them to realize that thelr enter-
prise has not been by any means in vain and
thet the gallantry with which they carried ocut
the attack is fully recognised," (20th July 1916)

#

(II) "The Corps Commander has much pleasure in
forwarding the following message received from
General Sir Herbert Plumer, commanding 2nd Army:-

'"The Army Commander has received with great
pleasure the report of the operaticns
carried cut by the S5th Australlan Division,
under the llth Corps. He wishes you to
convey to the Commander and all ranks hils
apprec lation of the gallantry displaeyed
during their first serious engagegent in
France, and his congratulations the
success achieved,'

The Corps Commander congratulates the Diwision
not only on thelr gellantry, but also on the
fact that they are the first Australilan
Division to earn such recognition in France,"
(20th July 1916).

}{;ﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬁffﬁr
- Lieut., Colonel,
f.0. &th Australien Division.,
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