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16119 , on 16th we moved forward again repairing 1ine g we wendi, but(}-&x‘l.

A i

o
_— Y 1'|

. T 2nd Light Horse Regiment, |
';‘F { 1 e - Jerusalem. S0th January i2i€,
1 | £ e e
s _ Beport by Ne. €72, serst. H.A.Apelt.™ME" on escort duty with

' Rallway Survey Party during trip from AVMAY to SUEZ, via LAAN and

"

. AKABA. = » AN 1910
f‘%ﬂm meming of 9th January 19189, I and O men of this Regfiment
.were detgiled as protection escort v the Raijway Enginesring party
under Capt.Hessgloy. . We were issued with nire days rations and
entrained at A7 A7 station at 1000, Train was Made up of Locomotive,
_? tanks of wateY, truck of coal, carrigge for glReping accomodation,
J covered trucks for rations, tools,etc.,and brake-van, Complete
gar'by -~ including train orew and escort from 5th 1,,H.Regiment - totalled
Officers and 26 gthers, .

Preoecding the train hy 15 minutes was & motor-cer,converted to
Tailvway travellins, which carried both angineers who surveved the
stations, station-houses, bridges, tunnels, eto,.

About six miles from AIlIAT the 1ine 1eaves the roug-h mountainous
country snd paseces oveL.a plain and runs through rich famming land,
of & chocal ate matzXZ loam nature, which graduslly changses te a reddish
soils this continpasg for abgue 20 kiles. This conntry was well
popul ated, 1 ands under orop-znd earrying sheep, goats, cumel s, donleys
snd eattie - willages ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁfrﬂd..ﬁrl_'fﬂcﬁ;ﬁntlf-

Up to kile 22 the l1ine was pletl ected by Turkish redouhts, fire
from which covered all intervening space -~ bheyvond Kilo =+, gtations
only were madé into large redoubts; the intervenirg @istance being
.patrolled when line was in Tulikish pessession.

We passed the place where about 2,000 Turks surrendered to the
ANZAC DIVISION - s trecless plain, the strong Turcisn redouhits and
gystem of trenches sh ewing up 1n marked relief; semmunication Ltreinch ef
rynning under the railway. '

At station 7ilo 42, where we arrived night of 2th inst, we found
& garrison ¢f abeut half 5 oompany of Sherifian Troons.

10119, A 6-arch stone bridge had bsen blown u p here and we spent four
days repalring sams. During this time the Egyptian Engineser
- the party returned te Damascu-= with the locomotive and came back
with a 1ighter Joco in place and two moTe tanks of water and gufficient
c oal to complete the jouInmey to llaan.
Rainead on 13th and 1%th.

d4 1 19, freft gilo %2 on 1%Eh: from there, on, there was no communicatiewrs

telegraph poles having been burnt and the wires cut. All the
bridges had been blown up by the sherifian troops and only temporarily
repaired by the Turks - such repalring only lasting during the dry
wegther.

The uc%luj‘ from here tc MA'AN was of a black gravelly - iron stomt
and velcanic nature, with encTmous wadis, soms of which were ir flood.

At WADI HESA were gigns of & £reat Turkish camning grounc, &
small dump of enemy ammunition, some wagons and limberg stlll keing
therse. Water had evidently heen bolrad for, as part of a boring plant
was still standing.

15218 , Leaving WADI HESA on 1lo°th we came to a Bione bridge which had

been destroyed: all hands st e on Tepuirs and completed ths
job in % heurs., Next we came To & wash-away and the meilod enpleyeu
vas to place wooden upLighls under the gleepers on & foundalicnh
aufficientivy gstrfong to talke the weight of the irain - here we nearly
nad a Et‘-ﬁill. in erossing, the weignt ¢f the engins being rather oo
much for the foundetiorn made, whioh began to sink, but the iocc drive
saved the situation by putting on speed and ménsged to cross before
1ine sagged enough tc topple the loco cver the embankment, We then
proceedasd tc next stution, but before reaching it we camé up with the
motor which had stopped, as it was found the station was cccupied, but
on sccount of communication being destroyed it was uninown 1T The
cccupants were friendly or lwostile; the escort were therefore G&?j*lad
unon to advence and ascertain this infommatlion. s want .fﬂr.‘.@_,.--:.r_ oveT ‘
&1 damagﬁd bridgﬁ andwele ':’_'_-._i.'.r, inn the da,;i_' ';:r men ﬂ:f thﬂ Shﬂrlflq'{fﬂ.
e rees: after tamporarilyv repalring the Lridge teo enable oul Lra:n To
¢cross,we nut in the night wiih These iToops.

did net get far as we ran shoI't of watar ToTr Lha }ﬂcﬂmﬂtivE, &y
which bhad To gg leave us and go on to within about 40 niles of M'AH‘EH

P
to £get communiocation w'th thatl place ( sontinued)” ;\E]
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i’ﬂi and I‘.ﬁqﬁas.-‘; that walel e gent gul te the lccemciive. |
- TheSlormandar t ot LA'AW (ihis officer we heard,was the Divisiong
CommandeT captured by the Light Horse at GAZA and was row ir command
cf Sherifian *I;J?bh‘pﬂ-l Bént a supvrly of water gut by mule wagons. The
- loco then returned and picked up train, taking us on to the place
| | whele water had heen Treplenish-ed and whers we stayed ths night.
- A7e L 1P . 8 In moTning we set to, o repair thke track of alovt a pile of
| T deviation 1ine which had been put down hy the TuIks #Wwhen the
bridge over wadi lﬂ.er‘i?;:,‘waﬂ peen Hlown up by the Sherif-ian Forces,
As 1t had been raining heavily during the nigh-t our work was destroyved
by the flood water in the wadi, and after two trucks had been derailed
we had- to carry our gear,etc.,across the f-lcod and was talen into
MA'AN by the engine and cone trueck, We camped at the sgtation.

IThe station consisis of large engine shed and woTIkshops, hospital
and egbout 15 big stone buildings of modern structure., wWater supply
was plentiful. Garrissonsad Yy Sh-arifian Troops.

20-1.19, oOn mMonday 20th the whole party of 286 were mounted on pack scamels

and started for ATARA. Thess camel s had arrived at JMA'ANT the
day before mth rations from ALABA and were returning under the camsl
escort ¢of 8 Sherif ians. The earavan of about *U camel s and two
donkeys - which the Engineer p fficergagdede,- gtarted awsy through the
1 ' village of MA'AN, over a metsal Toad FPom the station to-villaze,
which are about 2; miles apart: the ¥illags Pefrie the usual type

found Fast of the Jordan. Bevond the villaZe the Troad formation
-without metalling- is made up for about 6 miles, then dwindles to
a stoney track which appeared to make "hard gning" for the camsl s.

Betyeen LA'AYT and ACARA are three posts garrigsonaed by Sherifian
| troops; the firsgt one on the Troad used to be the Sherifian Headquarte s
l e cagmped there the night, ou I cammn haing about ©,00C feet ahove 88s
| level. In the rerning we found ¥ inch of frost covering the ground.

' 21.1.19. By th-is time our 9 days ration had been finished and the

' Commandant at AKX /BA had been Trequested toc send rations ocut to

meot us, b ut these we did not get until we reached the second post,

so breskfset was rather pool - 12 men sharing a tin of "buiay'.
we started f or the second post av 0700 and reachsd saue about

183C, orly resting for 1° minutes during the march, " Here wo found

a good supply of ratioms awaiting us, whioch, after the meagre rations

we had been on, was greatly appreciated,

Between the first and sscond postis we appeared Lo e Traveling
on a tableland level with the tope of the surrcunding mountains, unti?
about half way, the ground sloped steeply for about ¢ miles, in to
a large wadi basin, hers we struck the first wire-net road:laid en
the soft loamy soil. Small cultivations and flocks of Zoatls wars
now to bs ssen,. Fere me raceed the first merchant caravan travell ing
inland: after this we passamR frequently met such caravans, gernerally
- sbout 20 to 30 camel estrong - always receiving friendly greetings in
it passing. .

22-1-19, Wg broke camp at sunrise -about C700. and travelled through the
basin which gradually c¢losed in unti]l the wadi was only aboutl
2 chains wide: the surrounding hig-h country sgkutting out Ths sun
mads travelling cold. we reached the third pest at sundown -about
1700~ only sepelling for 15 minuted during the day. The post was at
the pocint where the wadi left the mountainous region, about © milés
from AKX ABA. Camped at poet for The night.
ol dS . Arrived at AKABA at LI0C morning of ~drd instant. The wvillage
ig the usual arab type - natives guitse friendly.
A small garrison of Irish HNifies and soms Egypillun LToops were
carred on the beach; a boat was Deing loaded by B.L-.C with grain.etec,,
from what had been a large supply dump, th 8 remainder of which was

spparently being cleaned up. ey q 2
ES_i_.LEf* The whole party was taken abcard the §.G. In " on Saturday, 29th
inetsnt, vhioch set sail at @#00C, and reached SUEZ without event

on YVonday 27th Januarly. Marched in to lipascar same day.
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