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4th AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ORDNANCE
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JUNE 1918,

. e O S

1/6/18. lioved Dump and Cffice to Sheet 62D. H«19 d 4.0.

2/6/18. WVWire received from the 1.0.l. advising the condemnation of an 18pdr
Carriage for the 42nd battery, & new one tz replace being wired for

immediately. , Kivicy v Moone )
B jor J.HseTuckett returned from visit to the sases with 4. D. 0.5, “

5;6/18 Wirs received advising that & new 18gdr Carriage is available for
the 42nd Dattery at No.4 Gun Park. Battery advised to collect.
Asked by Division to recommence the Sock Exchange. Lorry sent |
No.1 Area Laundry at Abbeville tc draw 5000 prs of Socks t

for Units in the Line, also to call at Fo.4 Gun Park on

journey and colleet all avajilable Stores for us.
Artillery moved to Poni-Hemy for a @est and transferred ¢
4th Army Troops No.l for administration.

4/6/18 Lorry returnsd from Abbeville and the Gun Park with a full load of
Stores. |

5/6/15 Warrant Officer Struthers, Cpl. Tink and Pte. Nelthorpe sent to
Longpre to be attached to U.8., 4th Army Troops Nos«l to administer
the Divisional Artillexy, 7th and Eth Medium Trench Mortar Batter=
ies and 14th Coys AsA.S.Ces whilst they are in the Hest Area, &
large quantity of Stores which had come to hand sent to Longure for
issue. ‘

J !f "

|

6/6/18. $8ent Lorry to 0.0., 4th Army Troops Ho.l with quantity of Stores for
the Axrtillery whieh arrived This morning, Many indeants had already '
been submitted by Artillery for Clothing etec. and on examineation A
it was found that demands had been exceptionally heavy. Not under=
stood why Units snould suomit such excessive indents, especially
for Breeches M.S8. as the numvers asked for when with me were always

supplied. :

7/6/18. Visited 4th, 12th and 13th Brigades, saw the Staff Captains and

asked if {'ere were any battle stores outstand; to Uni -
Erigades which were u%%ently*required out augén%h&% %ﬁéﬁawgietﬁfir

com.lete, also visited Pioneer bBattalion.

gﬁb/iﬁ. Vieited the Divisional Armourers Workshop where.thﬂy were very
busy fitting up Dicycles and Lewis and Vicke rs uachine Guns. The
ﬂhgplé still situated at the Muni%ion Works, Boutillerie where it

has been established since the beginning of Uay.
o
A"

‘#;fbgﬁﬁﬁwif;glﬁf¢ﬁdfff4
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10/8/18.

11/8/18.

12/8/18.

13/8/18.

14/6/18.

15/8/18.

S

oL

179

Inform-@ Staff Captain, 1l2th A.1.Bde. that 5 Trench Covers which
were urgently required were now available for collectione.

Indent received from 4th rus.lM.G.En. for 4 Vickers uachine Guns
and One Tripod. Issued the 4 Guns from stock. Visited Gun Park
No«4 and brought back 2 Vickers Guns, 3 Tripods and quantity of
other Slores.

Wire received from Ccrps. "Instruct dajor.Tuckett to proceed to

England tomorrow morning" .

dajor.Tuckett, D.A,D.0.8., evacuated to loe. 5 C.C.S. but expects

. to be about again in a day or twoq

Sent Lorry tc 4bbeville with dirty socks for exchange and to
collect Stores from Uun Park..

informed by D.A,.G.M.G., that no more socks were to be exchanged
at Abbeville and that in future all socks could be exchanged at
ayust«Corps.baths at na&ilhe=ad, #illy-sur-comme.
Received Letter from A,D.0.8., enclosing letter from Army stating
that on and after 11th/12th inst. all Indens for Artillery Units
who went back to Rest Area would not be cancelled on bBase butl
transferred fmam 0.0. of Formation who was adminislering tnem
before going to Rest Area,; to C.0. 4th Army Troops No. 1.
This is by far the better arrangement as under the old conditions
it meant that even though Indents were c&rncelled on Base at the
same time as move was forwarded the 0.0. of the Formation would
receive Technical Stores for twe or three deys owing to same being
on rail when Indents were cancelled. These Technical Stores
would ve of no use to Units consequently same had to be returned
to Fase whereas perhaps & Unit had been waiting three cr four
months for the articles and by submitting fresh Indents lose &all
seniority in sugply.
Phone message received by Divisicn from sust.Corps stating that
Uzjor Tuckett was not to proceed tc England. Mavter in gbeyarnce.

Lieut.Herrington, DA,D.0.S. learner, visited A,D,C.S. T€e hZnd
and 47tn Battelion Stores. A.D.0.S, advised that the 52nd En's
Stores could now be returneé to Ease - Complete Sections as far
es possible and as Stores arrive from Fase they are to oe returned
tc Reilhead for transmission to Base. _
Sent Lorry to Gun Park with 24 complete Lewis CGuns of 52nd En.
lMajor.TUckett returned to duty from Hospital. |
One surplus Travelling Kitchen and One G,8.Wagon received from
16th Battalion being handed in under instructions received from
Division. As 12th Field Coy.Engineers had had a G.S.Wagon
condemnied this surplus Wagon was issued to Them. The Kitchen will
be issued in satisfacticn of first Indent submitted. |

Lorry retumed from Gun Park with receipt for 24 complete Guns
rendered surplus by disbandment of the 52nd Eattalion.

Brigade W.0's spent the day getting Stores of 47th and H2nd Ens.
ready for despatech to Base.

Lieut.Harrington visited D, 4.D.0.€., 2nd znd jrd Divisions and
bust«Corps.Troops also D.H.Q.

Received permission from A,D.0.8. suet-Corps. to return UoDbe.
Stores of 47th Battalion tc Dase.

A1l Units of Division are fairly complete as regards supply of
Crdnance Stores and nothing is urgently required.

During the week the Armourers and Bootmekers Workshops have been
doing very satisfactory work. A number of Lewie and Vickers Guns
end & large quantity of Bicycles have been overhauled and-regaired
by Armourers and &ll Australian Pattern Boots have been clumped
before issue to Units as well &s generel repajr work.by Footmakers.

(it
o Aty

— = e
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lq/S/ig. Visited C.0. 4th Aramy Troops Lo.l to whom the artillery are still i
: attached while in Rest Arsd. Informed him of reduction in scale )
of Harness and Séddlery for Field Artillery Drigedes authorised by
Go He Q. ,0.B+/1866E dated 10/6/18. Asked him to see that the
Artillery return &1l Harnesss &nd Saddlery rendered surplus and
to ensure that same is returned to Base, the receipts 1o be
forwarded to me so that financial adjustment cculd be mége belween
the Australiean and the Imperial Authewities.
Saw gtaff Captainh, 4th Aus.Div.Art.

17/8/18., Fomwerded letter from A.D.0.S. to 0.0. 4th Army Troops No.l
in confimetion of our conversation of yesterday regarding the
reduction in scale of Harness and Saddlery for Field Art.Bdes.

- 18/8/18. caw Staff Captein 12theand 13th Bdes &lsoc 4th Dive.Art. £rtillsry
on move from 4th Army Rest Areeé to rejoin the Division.
The Coys. of 4th Aus.Div.Train each returned & Travelling Kitchen
which they had been carrying surplus to Establishment. These were
ordersd to be returned by Pivisional Headquarlers.

19/6/18. Quantity of Harness and Saddlery returxned by the Artillery
fomwarded to Ease. Truck and Waybill number obtained.

As Units only received very short notice the day previous the |
full guantity h & not been returned but the balance will be

’ returned &s soon as the Aptillery rejoinithe Division.

Visited C.0. 4th Aus.Fld.Amb. and inspected his Transport
vehicles. They looked very well and he informed me that all his
requirements were being met. -

Visited Mobile Vet.Sec. Who want & new shaft for their Horse
Ambulance. The Base sent up one 9feet long wherses they require
one llfeet long. Sent indent to Base with remarks Lo That effect.
There does not &appear to be any standard lorse Ambulance «ud
there is always difficulty in getiing poeris notwithstanding the
fact thut we alweys give the name of the lMaker or any other
distinguishing marks on the ilndent.

Visited Armourexrs Workshop at Boutillerie znd found that Units
were returning & number of French civilian Bicycles and expecling
Army Bicycles in exchange. Instructed Brigade W.C(s not to
accept &ny more civilian Bicycles.

A numver of Cramaphones belonging to various Units which werxe
issued by the Comforts Fund have been lying in the chop for & long
time waiting for spare parts. Told 8/Sgt +Raper, Foreman of W'shop, .
to let me have & list of Units and 1 would «find out from-t '
Comforts Fund if they Could supply these spares and if not
write to Units to take them aweay as they take up too muca
when moving ’

20/8/18. Sew A A& Q.M.C. &nd gave him statement showing issued an
returng of Clothing. (See Appendix 1.) I pointed oug that
some Unites had rsturned article for article whereas others had
only returned a&bout half. He is showing it to the §,0.¢. and
sending it out with & covering letter to all concerned. Also
gave A A& O0.M.CG., statement of issues to Battalions for 5 uwonths
(See Agpendix 11)

Took % #ir Cylinders for Strombos Horns to No. 2 Ordnance Mobile
Workshop for refilling also One pair of Binoculars and Climoneter
for repalir. Brought back the Refilled cylinders in Car.

_T.0. 4292 published authcrising return of Pistols ete., 0y
Machine Gun Battalions end stating that in future only Nos.l of
Lewis Gun Créws in Battalions including 4 Guns for A.A.Defence
would be armed with Pistols. All Indents for Pistols.to Ens.
outstanding on Base were cancelled by this G.i. 0.

21/8/18. Moved Artillery from 4th Aruy Tooops No.l back to Division.

Vrote to Brigades and l.G. Iattalion re G.R.0.4292 and return of
Pistols, instructing Battalions to Indent for 4 Pistols &s a
first supply and to redemand any Pistols Outstgnding for Lew] Jugf

: o~/

Gun Crews. -
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21/6/18.
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22/6/18.

23/6/18.

24/6/18.

25/6/18.

&lso & Sub=-beds, 4 of which were to be handed

178 | “ 4

instructed Armourers to prepare 64 Kifles, Eayonzts and
Scabbards for issue to Machine CGun Battalion to reclace Pistols
retumned. R L

Called cn A,D.0,8. aust«Corps.

Lorry sent toc Gun Park to collect 7 Eeds for 6" Newton T.M's.
Wrote to p,T.N.0. &sking him to inform me how many Leds and

. Sub=beds were required to complete and stating that in the

meantime 1 had indented for 7 Beds which should be available
T OILC 'TOW » :

Attended Conference of ttaff Captains.. Llhe question of
returne of Unserviceable Clothing as shown on list forwarded to
Units on 20th instant, was discussed. I suggested that Q.Mls
should inspect the men perscnally and satisfy themselves that
articles were actually required and when clothing is received
from me should make the men change their old clothing for new
in .the ttore, so that there would be no reason for shortage in
return of unserviceable in compé&rison with the amount of new
clothing reéeiwed. #lso pointed out the necessity of
returning &all unserviceable Loots tied in pairs.

Staff Captain, 4th Aus.Inf.bde. stated that C.0's of Ens.
would like the armourer Sesrgeants to remain with Battalions, but
I pointed out that this cculd not be done as 4th Army Standing
Order No. 604 states that Armourers must be employed in the
Divisional Workshop, but that I was gquite agreeaple for one
Armourer to be attached to Dde.H.Q. to do any work required by
Units ¢f the Brigade. Bach Babttalion has an Armourer's

Understudy elways with Unit, but Staff Captain said he could

do very little owing to shortage of Tools, =us most of the Tools
had been taken with the Armourer when he sntered the Divisional
Worksnop. 1 promised that I would try and make some arrangement
whereby Understudies could obtain sufficient Tools for them to

do all necessary minor repairs.

"E" Echelon D,H.Q., moved to within half a mile from my Dump.

Tf-da" I bulked on Havre for 1800 lbs. of Service Colour Paint
&g haVe received none for seferal weeks. If this oulk if not

satisfied 1 shall have to ‘report m&atter to Division for them to
take steps to procure supplys
Depanded 1000 Field Dressings, only 200 asked for by Units but
this will allow 8GO0 for stock in case of emergency. A Btock
if always kept of articles of this nature so that deminds can
be met &s soon as they are submitted. |
indent returned from Dase for Alr Recuperator Pumps stating that |
supply was controlled by D.O.S. Rang up Staff Captain Div.Art !
ré number of CGuns fitted with Air Recuperators and number of |
Pumps in pcssession.

Took Indent tc Gun Park for Pumps Air Recuperator and wes |
informed that & new scale allows of One pump per 3 guns,
consequently only 2 Punps were required. I secured these and
returned with same in Car. Also made arrangements for supply
of 5 more Eeds for &" Newton Moxtars.

Called on H.Q. 4th Aus.D, A, C. Nothing urgently reguired.

Re Pumps for Carriages fitted with Air Recuperators. The
ebove was the first notification 1 had received regarding change
in scale of Punmps for Alr hecuperators from One per 2 guns to
One per 3 gunse : .

Called on No.2 Ordces.idobile W'shop and left number of Warwicks
end Guys for 6" Newton Mortars tc be strengthened. Saw Staff
Captain 13th Bde. and Div.Art.

srranged to secure 4 Drums Soft Scap from Corps Troops to hold
as reserve for Trench Foot mixture.

Called con Staff Coptain Div.Art.re return of Harness & Saddlery
authorised by G.H.Q.,0.B/1866E dated 10/6/18.
Sent Lorry to Gun Park to collect 5 Eeds for Newton lMortars

" .

) uff*“?7'
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25/6/1918 (Cont'd) Sent Lorry tc Corps Troops to pick up Soft Soap; 1 cwt
issued to 12th Field Ambulance ; 1 ewt always to Te kept in
stock for emergency for Trench Foet dixture.

Wrote to D.H.Q. asking them to instruet Units to return
Socks for exchange turned inside out and loose, not bundled in:
pairse.

26/6/19184 Called on I1.0.M. re CGuys. Found that Worksheops had
- changed location and voth No.53 &and No.54 denied possession of

20 Guys left to be strengthened, afterwards found out from the
I.0.li. at Picquigny that only 12 were in his possession and these
were not yet strengthened but that he would dec them quickly and
elso obtain 8 mere for me. Callected | Clinometer and 1 pair of
Binocculars that had been lefl there for repair« 1 have never yst
been informed of tle chéange in location of the 1.0.M. and as
Units are cerstantly aésking me for the locatipn it seems rather
peculiar that 1 &m not &advised by A D.0.S. of &1l changes of this
nature . ‘ .

As an Armourer was asked for at the Staff Captains

Conference by the 4th Aust.lnf.Erigade $/Sgt L.A.C.Thomas report-

ed to 4th Aust.inf.Ide Hqrs from the Divisional Workshep, to be

under the orders of the G.0.C. of the EBrigtde.

2?j6/19l8. Askea the: Divisional Artilliery for & return of the num-
ber of Air Decuperator Pumps in their possession, as far as I
mow SEEXKGERXSXXEXxXxXEKE® they afe all complete.

Received instructicns frnm.D.H.g. regarding special operations
to be carvied out within & few days , many special Pattle Stores

will be re%uiraq urgentlg. * | | )
Aribistreftive Instructiond received stating that the Pack
Transport Troop will be formed immediately and that thsy would
require 40 Sets of Packsaddlery and 42 pairs of Water Tin Carriers
I obtained authority from Corps to obtain these from Corps Troops
72000 Waterbottles and C@ririers wanted for the 4th Aust.Inf.Brigade
@« Lorry being sent to Abbeville to collect these. the 40 Eets of
Packsaddlery were delivered to the Pack Transport Troop the sane
night. |

Du?iﬁa the day 1 visited the Divisional Artillery, Machine Gun
Battalion, D. A C., Gun Park Yo.4 and A.D. 0, S.

28/6/18. Lieut.J.Harrington, who has been attached as D.A.D.0.S.
Trainee fér about & month, instructed to repsrt to D.A.D.0.S,
2nd Aust, Division fqor duty.
Visited Pkvisional Artillery, also DA D.C. 8., 5th Aust. Division
regarding 15C Suite of Yellow Cross Gas Clothing which A.D.0Q.8S.
had advised as being available there, ovut on enquiry found that sar
game would not be avail&ble until the following dey.
Cslled on A.D.0.8., 3rd Corps &nd obtained authdrity tec collect
14 Eot Food Containexrs from the 47th Division; as D.H.Q. had
advised that 00 Containers wculd be required I rang up A.D.0.S.
who informed Xk&k me thatl Army would meke The necessary arrangement
for the remeéinde®; in the mea&ntime I wired to the Base for 50
Containers and 60 Cugre firing Rifle Grenade t~- hold in stoeck in
cise of exergency and to despatch them to No.8 Ordnance Depot.
Abbeville and advise me of the despatch.

29/6/1918+ 1250 Americen Troops to be attached to the 4th Aust.
Inf. Bde. for operé&ticns; received wire from the Staff Capteain

4th Brigede that they had arrived withdyt pullthroughs for their
rifles %a that 1250 Were required as A 1'lf.'i:;:'s‘c, Eupplﬁﬁ, on

enquiry I found that there were ncne exailable,within the Army
€8c I will try and get them from Abvevidlle and/0.0., 4th Army
Troops No.i 7 4
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29/6/16. (Contd.:) Received instructions to obtein 2400 Waterbottles
and 50 Large Wire Cutters for the 11th Aust«inf Erigade as our
Division were supolying them with battle Stores.
Secured 40 Yukon Packs to held in reserve.in case of emergency
4th Erigade require 100 Smell Wire Cutiers, advised £.D.Ce8 that
there were none immediately available sc 1 managed te coptain ol

from Stores that had arrived from-the Lase for Unite. ﬁ :
Obtained & further 20 Sets of Pagksaddlery and issued them to the

4th Divs Engineers.
Sent Lnrrygtc Corps Troops for Water Carrierss I had asked for

70 Carriers (pairs) which would leave me with & reserve of 28
pairs . Delivered & Quantity to the Pack Trensport Troop who

advised that only 42 single Carriers had been received whereas 42
cairs were reguired. 1 will cbtain the bglhnce LO=1m0 TTOW

|
1

-3&/6/18- 20 Torches Electric required-by the 4th Lrigade;
secured authority to cecllect these frem 0.0., 4th Arny Troops lio.l
Sent Lorry to collect and arranged to meet it &t Abbeville, obtéain=-
ed 70 Water Carriers 1000 Pullthroughs &lso collected 50 Containers
and 60 Cups firing Rifle CGrenade No.23 which had arrived from the
Base.

Peceived notifieation from Corps that 60 Containers and 16 lbs of
Luminous Paint was available at Corps Trocps, sent Lorry to collect.
Informed by the Pack Transport Troop that they urgently required

19 Surcingles and 19 pairs of Ropes Baggage as the Packsaddlery
nafided over by the Pioneer Lattalion was deficient of these itlems
these also were obtained from Abbeville and delivered to Unit the
samxme night.

The following is & list of the Stores required for the Special Upe:
Operations all of which were complete by the 2/7/18.,

Bottles Water | 5800 .
Carriers Water Zoltle 5000

Hot Food Containers’ 60

Packsaddlery - Sets 60 )
fukon Packs 40

Vater Tih Carriers Yairs 70

Torches BEleciric 20

I would like to point out the difficulily in aptninin% Stores of
this nature,_if & 1list h&ad beeg‘pregﬁred and nanded to me of &ll
the Special Eattle votores required There would hive besen no diff-

iculty whetever, but svery hour or s¢ some other special article
would be demanded, Which consequebtly meant oblaining suthority
agein and sending & lorry on another long journey whereas one had
just returned.
1 would like to place on recoed that during the past 3 months 247 °
Lewis Guns and 22 Vickers Guns have passed through our hands to Units
of this Division=- 120 Lewis Guns being a 'first issue' and the
remainder overhauled and repaired in the Divisional Armoubers
Workshop «
The Bootmakers and Armourers have been doing very good work during
the Month, the Bootmekers clumping and repairing boots whilst the
work of the Armourers has been chiefly confined to work on Zicycles
. S#Sét.H.G.Eaber,faremhn of the Armourers Shop, was awarded the
Meritoriocus Bervice iledal in the Birthday iHonours and dajor J.H.
Tuckett and Conductor C28,Newman received special mention in Sir
Douglas Haig's Despatch. - ,
The wvacancies in the Staff caused by the deaths of the © men at _
Camon in May last have not yet been filled but men are on probation
and will shortly be transferred to complete. {
ﬁFﬂJ{L
|

l\’{ W/
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Statement showing Issues and Returns of Unsexviceable
Clothing to Battalions, Batteries and Sections D.A.C.
for 5 lMonths ending 31 /5/18.

Statement showing issues of Clothing etc. to Battalions
Batteries and Sections D.A,C. for Quarter ended 31 /3/18

and the wontns of April and Maye
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