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DETAILED REPCRT OF OPERATIONS. PERIOD 28/4/18-5/5/18.

. L . 5 - E e

12.TH A‘LiHiRmH[H“ﬁ{TIilliFi d ‘ ol w?

Ref- Maps 1/63360.Sheet 15.& 1/63360 Compesite Map E.of JORDON,
{8s sAETT“qa Tdition,

The Regiment moved off, Order of March- A,B,Hqrs,& C San.
C Squadron ordered to repert to 19th Brigade,R.H.Axtillery,

escort to the guns.
(’aiﬂ Regiment erossed GHORANIYE Bridﬂa, and marched in a necrth-
erly direction
Up to thid pecint thers was a certain amﬂunt of straggling owing
to the crossing of Wadis, and the splitting up of the Regiment
en GHORANIYE Bridge.

— g

e s

Reziment moved through barbed wire, ¢ Squadron put cut flank
guards.
Resiment halts.,

L
Regiment moves forward at a fast pace.

Tnemy cbserved to be retiring frem UM SHURT. Enemy artillery
active.

(Hegimnnt came under heavy shell fire.Casualties were very slight

cwing to a good extension of troops being ke

A Squadron ordersd tc reconmoitre RED-HEHL TG 19-14). This was
. carried out.and a report sent in thatthe anemy'hﬂld.thia hill
| in large numbers., The advance was still carried on with, and
under heavy shell fire most of the time,
A point 3 miles FKast of JISR ed DAMIEH on the BS SALT-ed DAMIEH
Road.
A.,& B Squadrons took up & line overlooking a Wadi about two
milas Bast of DAMIEH, with orders to send forward patrols.
B Squadron to raconnoitrs the ed DAMIEH-ES SALT Road, runaning
inte Wadi and cerossing River JORDON, where it was thought the
enenmy had a punt.(It was aftsrwards discovered that a bridge
erossed the rlver). Twe troops of enemy Cavalry were observed
to take up a positicn 600 yards South of the Wadi, covering the
ed DAMIEH and ES SALT Road. These troops kept up a brisk and
accurate fire while the recconnaissance was being made. Cthar
eneny posts were in position on different higzh knobs in Wadi
covering certafin parts c¢f the road. There were also snipers on
the West side of the River JORDAN, on the North side of the
road. The country was toc broken tc permit any reconnaissance,
sc Observation Posts weres sent forward to different points.
A Squadron were to reccnnoitre a position % mile Scuth of ad
DAMIEH, At C700 they rsported "All clsar". Both Squadrens
remained on outpost until dusk. .
C Squadron rsported with the guns at a point about 126 5 12
cantral (Sheet 15), reporting two Ammunition Limbers out of
acticn, cne by ahﬂll fire, and one by overturning.Several guns
and Ammuniticn Limbers were delaysd owing to pnles breaking
and difficsult erossings in Wadis.
Cne troecp cf € Squadron moved as escort to Artillery Officer to
reconnoitra for gun positions.
Artillery deplcyed and went into acticn in Wadi, about two miles
East of DAMIEH Bridge.
C Squadron returned to a point about 126 T 7 a (Sheet 15) and
were heavily shelled before reaching this point. They remained
in reserve.
Regiment ccmmenced to water at a point about three miles North
of Regimental Headquarters, which was about 126 T 7 a (Sheet 15)
and cumpleted just bafure dark.
C Squadron order=d to relieve one Squadrﬂn of the 1ith Regiment

after watering at a point near the water but were informed by

e
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the 4th L.H.Regiment that the 1ith Squadron had withdrawn.
/ They remained with the 4th Regiment until 1600, then returnd
tc Regimental Headgquarters.
A Squadron and two trnnpa from B Squadron notified that the
Artillery would withdraw at dusk, and that they would escnrt
them. This was carrisd cut aucceanfully.
C Squadron moves out dismounted te take up night outpost line
at a point about 3% miles BAST of JORDON.
A & B Bquadrons return to Regimental Headquarters.
Outpest report "dug in" & "1l clsar",
GENFERAL. Thrnunhcut the day the snemy artillery was very
accurate Eearchinﬂ Wadis, shelling FIELD AMBULANCE and cur
Batteries, and parties moving to water.

.i'h'ﬂ‘"b

L'}

|
|
l
¥
|
|
|
|

Casualties for the day:- 1 O/R killed.7 C/R wounded.l horse
killad, 5 animals wounded and evacuatead.

tuation guiet all night,
ne trocp from B Sguadron moves cut on patrel, and reconnoitres
in the vicinity of ed DAMIEH Bridge, and BS S§LT-ed DAMIEH
Road reporting that the Pridge and surrcunding points were
strongly held by the éenemy.
Night cutpost line withdraws.
One troop from B Sguadron sent out to move along the Wadi
running N,%. for L mile from Regimental Headquarters tc act
as Ohservation Post.
Fnemy were observed in large bodies on E.side of River JORDON .,
One limber G.S. containing Technical Toeols, and 1 VWater Cart
was ordered to retire South.
Enemy attack develops. They advance in open formation across
the plain under cover of machine gun and shell fire. The troop
from B Squadron withdrew and linked up with the remainder of k
the uadrnn who had taken up a position N, of the ed DAMIEH-
SA%T Road, about 4 a mile from the foothills.
c Squadron ordsrasi to reinforce the left flamk of ths 1ith
L.H. where enemy was threateningk our left flank. They reached
the 11th Regiment after passing through an Artillery Barrage
~and heavy machine gun, and rifle fire.
A Squadron sent cut one troop as escort to a secticn of
thhina Guns who subsequently joined the 4th L.H.Razgiment.
A Squadron ordaread tn reconnoitre for a road through the hills
in rear of position. A suitable track was found and the three
remaining troops wars sent to B.,H.Q., and from there occupied
a position C 12 central (ES SALT).
B Sgquadren comm2nced to withdraw to hills in rear under heavy
fira, and over rough and precipitous hills t%c¢ a pcint about
D 8 a (ES SALT),
C Squadron were holding the high prounu on the Wadi ISH KaRAKA
at a peint about C 4 b (ES SALlJ, but had to withdraw tox a
» position about D 7 central (ES SALT).
The Regiment was now holding a line as follows:~- A Sgn C 12
C Sqn D 7,B Sqn & Hqrs D 8 (Fs SALT). This line was held until
the 4th L.H.Regiment withdrew,
Regiment withdrew to a line D 19 central tc C 23 central with
the 11th Regiment on the right flank, and the Middlesex

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Yeomanry on tha left flank,

Night outpost line established with 4 strong posts which

built defences and dues in.

Outpost line reports "dug in" and "all clear".

Genzral., Casualties for the day:- 1 O/R killed, 3 Officers &
5 O/R wounded, 17 animals killed 9 wounded and evacuated.

Lcases for the day:- 1 limber G.S. ecentaining Technical Tools

Signalling Gear etc, which had tc be abandoned owing to the

animals bolting (cauaed throush shell fire) and breaking the

pele, Une watar cart which was hit by '‘a shell and practically

destroyed. A quantity of saddles which had to be left owimgp
Lo the horses beins killed, 4 pack saddles with picneer

RCDIG1012563
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equipment ete, also horses killed, and one Hotchkiss Rifle
which fell from a pack, throuszh the clamps becoming unclasped ,
whilst galloping out of action,.

o

Situation quiet,

Stﬂnd Lo arms.

A Squadron sent a mounted patrol forward and raperted fired on
by enemy 2000 yards N.ef our line, and considerable movement

of eneamy at RED HILL.(C 12 central) (BS SALT).

Outpost report situationnermal and withdrew with the exceéption
of one troop from C Squadron who tock up a positicn about 600
vards in front of the night cutpost line, to act as Observation
Post. This CObservation Post reported considerabls movement of
snemy all day in the vicinity cf RED HILL, and on the right
f1ank of the line which was held by the 4th L.H.Regiment.
Orders received from B.H.Q. to water horses in small groups at
131 ﬁTT;TA_ '

Horses stand fast. Fnamy appsar tc be preparing for an attack.
inemy launch an attack asainst the right flank of Brigade line
No attack on the line held by Regiment, but Regiment g tanding
to arms. B.H.Qs issue instructions that line must be held at all
costs.

A Squadron moves cut to reinforce 4th L.t Regiment.

A Squadron goes into action.

Strong standing patrols sent forward. Remaindep. ¢f Regiment
improve defences, and put up barbed wire. Men work hard and x
suffer hardships owing to shortage of water,

Standings patrols report no movement of enemy on our front.

yalf of tha Regiment's horses leave for water at River JORDON ,
a digtance of about 4 miles. They have now been without water
for 56 hours.

One trocp of Auckland Mcuntsd Rifles teock up a position on the
right flank, filling the gap of 100C vards between ocur right
flank and the left flank of the 1iith L.H.Regiment,

5 sases of Mills bombs arrive, and are distributed along the lie

Situation quist.
feneral., Casualties for the day:- 2 O/R wounded.

Stand to arms.

Fnemy attacks right flank of Brigade line. No attack on our
front. a

Outpost line rsport situation normal, A mounted patrol from B
Squadron moves forward and repcrts movement of enemy in the X
vieinity of RED HILL., Otherwise situation normal.

Watarins of horses completed. Horsz:s meve tc Wadi, 50 yards in
rear, as present position of horses comes under enfilade fxire
from a position occupied by enemy at D 15 ecentral (ES SALT),
Ranort received from A Squadron (now attached to 4th L.H.Reat )
that enemy attacksd their position at 033C in force, and got &0
within 15 yards of the line held by them, but were driven back
by rifle and machine gun fire withexx losses.
ARNERAL.Throushout the day there was reciprocal artillery
activity along the line, most of the ghells falling 200 yards in
front of cur line. g

Strons standing patrols sent forward.Remainder of Regiment
sontinue consolidatins positicn and putting up Barbed wire.

211 horses less necessary rides and packs left under the commashd
of Majer P.A.Chambers, and one Officer from each Sguadron to a
bivouac site near el AUJA,

Fnemy artillery active, causing discrsanisaticn amongst the led
horses, where nco doubt a good deal of equipment was lost.

One troop from A Squadreon reports and take up & position occupid

lufy Auckland Mounted Rifles on the previcus night
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2400,
3rd/4th.\43 Situation quiest, men work all nisght consclidating positicns.

Casualties for the day:- 28 6/R wcunded.

4/5/18.

0330, Stand to arms, .

C400, Outpost line raports situation normal,

Of ficers Patrol sent forward reports small becdies of troops
on BED HILL. No¢ cthar mevement on our front.

0430, Cutpost line withdraws leaving forward Observation Posts.

S 0600, | Orders from B.H.Q. tc be prepared to withdfaw at any time,

' 1 but in all probability the line would not withdraw until afta
darlk., _

\ Genaral. Throughout thes day the enemy artillery and machine
gun fire was very active, shelling our line at variocus points,

1300, One troop from A Squadron ordered te report tec 8th L.H,Regt.

1800. Orders ra2ceived from B.H.Q. that the Regiment would withdraw
at 1845, led hors:s would be in the rsar,

1900. Reg iment commnences to withdraw.

19215, Withdrawal completed.lLed horses picked up in rear on the
GHORANIYE Road, A Sguadron were late in picking up the horses
as they had a considerable distance to cdver. Eventually all
were mounted and the withdrawal carried out, assembling at a
point 2000 yards in rear of the line, and joining the

- remainder of the Brigade.
2300, Regiment water horses. =l
- 2345, Cross GHORANIYT Bridge.

- 18.

ﬁzﬁgl Rersiment arrives in Bivouac 2 miles N.of JERICHO,

Casualtiss during the operatiocnsi- 2 O/R killed.3 Officers &
17 O/Ranks wounded. 18 animals killed, 14 wounded & evacuated.

GENKRAL. A1l surplus S.A.A. and Bomba which coculd not be
carried away were buried befceore the Regimesnt withdrew,

The times and in some cases the locations quoted in this report
are only approximatz. The Adjutant of the Regiment was

wounded durins the operations and a correct report of the times
cannot be cbtained.

k= (Sgd) D.Cameron. Licut-Col.
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