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REPORT ON 1EDICAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE
OPERATIONS OF 8TH,9TH & 10TH AUGUST I9I8.,

T — ) e — . (—

1, REBCOUNTAL OF PIAN,

The arrangements for evacuating and treating the wounded from
The Right Sector of the Aust, Corps front were dividsd between
- the Pield Ambulances of the Enﬂ and 5th Ausbtralian Divisions,
The Medical arrangements were administered in turn dy A.D.H.S.
$ % and A’gﬁt.]}ivision and A,D,M,8, 5th Aust, Division, &8 command
asgsge
? Dresging Statipns, Ambulance Tent divisions or subdivisions
Auvgtralien Divisions were located &t lain
Dressing Stetions, Advenced Dressing Station snd Divisional
Collseting Station, The Advanced Dressing Stetion was divie
ded into Walking Wounded Dressing Station and Station for
gtretcher casges, the former being run by Ambulance psrsormel
of the 5th Australian Division, the latter by the 2nd Aust.
Division,
(b) Bearar Personnel, ' The whole of the bearers of the 2and Aust,
Division wers grouped under the commend of Lbt,Colonel Wilson,
C.0¢ 7th Aust,Fleld Ambulance, while those ofthe 5th Aust,
Division were under the command of It,Colonsl Walsh,D,.S.0.,
C.0. 15th Aust.,Pield Ambulance,
Bach was responsible for the clsarance of the R, A,P's of ite
Division, In the 5th Australian Divisgion Y bearers wers
attached to sach R,1IL0, ANR ©HS Bearer divisions of the 8th,
14th & 15th Aust, Field Ambul&ncaﬂ wers stbttached Go Ttheir reexm
speetive Brigadses,
(¢) Mobtor Ambulsnce Cars, The whols of the liotor Ambulences of
The =nd & bth Aust.Divisions were pooled under the chargs
of Captein Fay3ll,Cs, l4th Aust,Pisld Ambulance, who was
responsible for the working of these cars,
(d) FHorss Ambulance Wagons, Thesa were 2lll pooled undsr the
control e Lt,Colonel Crowther, C.0{ 5th Aust,Field Ambulence,
(e) Records, Thsse were to be kept at W.W.D.S. and Main Dressing
Stasions only, Returns and wires were To be forwarded by
Ambulsneces concerned to A,D.IL S, administrating the Sector,
copies to other A,D, I, 5, and consolidated in A,D.I, 3, 0ffice,
(£) EBvacuations, Stretcher cases ZLrom Forward Motor Posts to
A.D.8, & ILD.S, by Divisional Ambulance cars, thencs to
C-G- 34. VIGIIACOURT h::f’ Mi-&-ci 'kvﬂm'ﬁ BE.I'E.

Welking Wounded. 3By ILA.C, lorries to Augt. Gurpa Relay Post,
RTVERY I Z.5.0.6.) from W,V.D,S.

23 RECOUNTAL OF ACTUAL EVENTSI,.

On the night of 5/ 6th August Bearer divisions moved up into touch
with their respective Brigadss, Tent subdivisions reported &as

follows :=
14th Aust, Piald.ﬁmhulanca to M.D,S8, ST,ACHEUL,
15th © " o A.D. .8 (,7 W.D.S.) at N.28.8.0.3.
8th " w " raserve 8% H.26,C.243,
lotor & Horge drewn ambulsances vehiclses at II,26,4.1,93.

(&) ‘Braasi., statinms. On aéa[la.
ith Aust,Fleld EZmbulance, he tent division= of the l1l4ath

M&nua was located at M, IpS, 8%.ACHEUL where
it worked under orders of C,0, 6th Aust, Fleld Ambulancs,

On the A.D.S. moving from I,27.C.2.8, to White Chateau atb
8 s0en on 8/8/18, ome tent subdivision moved to IN.27,C.2.3,
and established a D C,S, for slightly siek, On changs of
location of 1,D.S8., the remaining two tent subdivisions of
l4th Aust.,Field Ambulance bscams reserve, -

-
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continued,

2, (a) A special team from 4th Aust.Division for bdlood transfusion
was lomated at ST,ACHEUL, Gas cages were also dedlt with
there by personnel from the 3rd Aust,Division,
15th Aust.field Ambulence, The 15th & 7th Field Ambulsnces
were sst&blished on 8 at N,28,D,0,3, and N,26.D,1.3,
respectively as the W.W,D.5, and A,D,S, o difficulty
was experienced in evacuations here, - At 18 30pm, 8/8/I1s,
after the opening of A.D.S, & W.W.D,8, &t White Chateau
instructions were issued for the closing of thsse stations
end to be prepared to move forward, At & pm the 7th
Field Ambulancee was ordered to establish an A.D.S. in
WARFPUSEE P,30.049.3, and the 1l5th Field Ambulance & W.W.D.S,
at P,29.C,4.,7¢ The formsr was established at 4 pm and the
latter at € pm,
On the morning of the 9th at 7 30am liajor Sawers l4th Field
Ambulance was detailsed %o assist Colonel Wilson at the
AD.S, P,30,0,, a8 Colonel Wilson had to take chargs of
and Division bearers again,At 3 pm the C.0., A.,D.3S, asked
for assistance in persomnsl, A tent subdivision was de-
tailed by A.D,M,8, 1St Aust,s Division from 2nd Aust., Field
Ambulanocse, Bvacuationg from this station now proceseded
smoothly during the 1l0th and the 15th Mield Ambulance was
relieved &t W, W.D.S, by the lst Aust,l'ield Ambulance &t
9 am on the 1llth, ‘
8th Aust,Pield Ambulance and 5th Aust Fisld Ambulance,
Thede tent divieions remeined 17l IeServe G lleobeDeled, until
8 40 am 8/8/18,, When they were ordered to procsed to White
Chateau at VILLERS BRETONNEUX and establish & W.W.D.,S,. and
A.D.8, respectively; these wers opened a2bout 10 am 8/8/Is,
Hotification was seht forward and cases divertad To The
new gtation/ The A.D.S. abt N326,0.2.3, end W.W.D.S. at
\ .28, D,0.,8, were ordersed tGo closs and be ready Ho move for-
ward as reguiraed, Wellking wounded wers sent in returning
lorries %o ST, ACHEUL wntil M, A.C; lorries reported when
they were conveysd 16 Corps Relay Post at RIVERY,
U till 2 S50pm B0 officers, 110 O.Es passed Tthrough Uhe
Stetion 48 of whom were P.O0.W, At 2 ISpm this Station becams
the I,D.Ss but had also to deal with the Walking Wounded
wntil about 8 30 pm,
Evacuation, after bescoming the M, D.S5, was difficult mwmtil
midnight 879“5]1. and was mainly car:-ied ount by Divisionsl
lotor .ﬁ.in'buﬁ.;ﬂcaﬁ, % fizgt eveascusabions wanes To CiU.0
VIGUAGOURT? but asg this distencs was fo gredt & cars so faw,
. | patients. were btoksn to ST ACEEUL where There was ample =
| accommodatbion, The first M, A4.C: ocar 41& not report &t
White Chatesu $ill 4 I5 pm and oanly 4 oars had reported by
6 S0pn Owing %o Tthis,70 cases remained Tor aboul 5 hours;
being sheltaersd and kept warm at IL. D3, During The evening
more 1L A,C:. cars reported & by 10 30pm evacuation was ool
pleted,and easily meintained during the night,
Moy G C2rs returning to 1L,D.8, were not properly sguipped
with stretchsrs & bPlagnketsy The car ordsrlies gtating that
C.C,S: could not supply them,
Up till midnight of 8/8/18 there were dressed & svacuated
Trom White Chetegu - |
W.W.D.B¢ 8 0Officers, 110 0.XH.
M.D, B 25 " 404 " -
Of these, 8 0ffs & I43 Q.Rs were P.O,W, & Officar & 27 0.R.
were evacuated gick, -
On 9/8/I8 there was & steddy flow of casss until 4 pm vhen
& rush of casuslties began to comse in and continued &ll night,
s OQwing %o the great distemee o C,C:9s The cases agein piled
up but at noon on 10/8/I8 all but 20 P.0.W, were evacuated,

I
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2. (&) The sudden srrival at 1i,D.5, &t &£ pn © 8/I8 of 560 walking
wormded Canediens, who cams from near WIBNCOURT W12 & I5)
& GUILLAUCOURT, taxed the ILD,S, bul these wers dresssd & racorded
& sent by emty returning lorries o Corps Relay Pogt, A gpood
supply of i.T.8,s dressings, splinfs ete, was meintained,
The blood tramsfushidn team reported from 5T,ACHEUL %o MeDsSss
White Chatesu 2t 10 am 10/8/I8,
At 2 pm 10/8/I8 Nos.58 & 36 C.C.8's opened at VECQUELONT o
racelive the sick & wounded from the Aust,Corps Sector,

The beersrs of the l4th Aust,Field Ambulsnce remained with their
Bricade & moved up with it So The suppors pogition, they ware nof
required to reinforce the gth & I5th Field Ambulance bearsrs,

T, Colonel Walsh,D,8.0in command of Ghe bsarsers of 8th & 15th Field
Ambulences elearsd the wounded from the 8th & 15th Infantry Brigades,
Bearsrs moved forward &t ZERO in subdivisions, 500 yards in rear of
reer guard but owing %o the fog and denss gmoke barmge it was diffi-
cult o keep contact, ~ On arrival &t the Green Line, contact was
mede with the 15th Aust,Infy,Brigade Battalions but failed with +the
8th Brigade Battalions, A Post was established abt P,28,0.9.I. by
€.0f forward evacustiops about 8 am 8/8/I8, anl the main road Was
raported clear for cases up to Thisg point,  Casualties wers reported
glight &t this time,

At 8 55 am & spot was seleeted at PyR9.044.7. for the A.D.S., ¥px
by Colonal Welsh, who also reported that the barrage hed lifted from
the Green Line and that the first car of wounded had left, The
beerers were then established as follows -

gth Aust.Tisld Ambulance P,29.0esnbtral

I5th ©® " " P. 34,0 : .
At © 20 am the bearsr divisions were ordered to advance cautiously.
Beadquarters of C.O. gvacuations at W, 3, Central, -

The 15th Infentry Brigads R,AP's were localel &8 follows &~

57th & 60th Battalions W.9:.055.7s
59th Battelion WeIl.0,4,9
581:!11 " : W. EI ﬁ-h 9‘ 5‘-

The letter post had to be evacuated owing to shelling & was Ghen
located &b BAYOUVILLERS. Tor the evacuation of this Bripede the
following scheme was &dopted -
Sunbesam Loading Post, 2 cars, located &t W.3.8,Central,
Ford Cer Loading Post,at W.9.C.Re40 gvacusting the 57th &

60th Batbtalions to A.D.Se
A sgystem of Relay Posts betwesn 59%h Battalion RiAPesWoIleCe%e s

and Loading Post W.d.&. Central, | |

A%t this time two squads wers placed ab gach R.,A.P.& 8 stretchers
& 16 blankebs wers pub at each R.AE,, returning cars bringing up
shell dresgings, splints ete, Reserve bearsrs kept &t W,3.Central, .
The 8th Aust.,Field Ambulance bsarsrs were Very late in coming up for-
ward owing.to confusion of loeation &nd ILC. in charge having knee
trouble was not able to kesp up and take charge,

At length 8th Aust,Infy,Brigads Rattelions loceted and suitable
posts established 18 30pm,

Sunbean Car Hoading Post &b ~ 0.29.CeBe%s clearing 32nd Battn,
R.A. P, located at Q,356,B.2,6s and 30%th Battelion R.ALPe &6 R:30,0.2.4%
Sunbeam Gar Post at W,5.0.2.5. evacuating 29th Battalion R.A.P.-

tg ﬁ.ﬁisi
Pord Car Post at W, 6. 8¢ dods0vaCUELINnG SIS Battalion R.A.Ps ToO

W.d.8
\ neserve bearers 8th Aust,Fisld Ambulance bearer division located

&t Q[28.0.444,

on the morning of9/8/I8 the 29th Battalion & I5%th Brigade
attacked atv 1l eami _

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO12585



- * - APPENDIX y '553

- i -
’ continugd; :
5, BEARER DIVIIIONS.
The 29th Paubalion R.A.Pegmoyed up to W.I2 &, and the first
cases wsre evacuated by car Se HIIERES, bul one car was

hit by shell fire 30 scheme was changed, :
Sunbeam Loading Post was formed at W,10.8,6.9, and Ford Loading
Post &b W.II.b.8.7,s this latter Post eclearing 3Ist Babialion
RoAPs 80 W, 6.8,4.4s and 29th Battalion R.AP. at W, 12,8,
The route was across country over tracks to aveid The town
which was being heavily shelled. |
Bearer Relay Posts wers formed betwsen R,4,P's & Ford Post,
The Loading Pogt at W,10=a,6.9. became the main evacuzting
centre and casnalties started pouring in, Six ambulahce ocars |
and @ horse ambulance wegons were working from W, 10,84 659, O
A.D.S, WARFUSEBE-ABANCOURT & & Ford ocars bstweed Loading Post
W.II.4:8.7, & Sunbezm Post at W,l1l0.&.6, %%
The 58th & 60th Bettalions advenced end R.A.P's were estab-
1ished in W.I7.c. - Bearer relays working between thes® R,A,P'S
to Loading Post at WeI0.&.6,94 = Iater 1 Ford car was placed &
57th Battalion R,AP: W.17.0C
. The Sunbeam Motor Post® was the main ¢ hannel of evacuatlon,
for 29th,, 3lst,, 57th,, 58th,, 59th, & 60th, Battalions as well as
all Tnits of the 18t, & 2nd, Aust, Divisions which then hed no de-
finite system in hand, ILater on the system wes Gaken over by the
2nd, Aust, Division,
The only post remsining consyant throughout The onegretions was
the Post clearing the 30th, Battalion ab Q.24,C.8.4,
Capt. BROWN detailed Cept. ROBERTS To relisve Major WELLS
wounded in action,
Capt. J.8. WILSON was seriously wounded in HARBOINIERES on the
morning of the 8/8/18 @t 11,45 and he disdlater at The A.D.S,
The lath, Bde, Beérers had no difficuties to overcome; they
meintained contect with Brigads unite throughout the operation and t

did not come into action,

e s ol PR MR ) il

4, DEDUCTIONS,

DRESSTNG STAPIONS, The principles worked on were satisfactory
sgpecielly the conversion of «an A,D.S, and W.W.D.S. into an M, D,5 (
with the present Ambulence eguipment, {

The following points are notsd, _ R
(&) A partiasl breakdown of the evacuations by 1, O€, cars took place

robably due Go the long trip to C.C, 2.
Ii'b) Mediesl Stores had to bse brought to a long distance though these

were always adeauals, .
(¢) The exchenge of Stretchers and Blenkets at C.C,S. wes unsat-
igfactory and, if the casualtlies ahd been mors numerous might easlly
heve led to a depletion at A,D.S. -
BEARERS, C.0. Porward Bvacuations staiesi-
(e) That the task of conbtrolling evacuations of Three Brigedes in
sction is almost impossible unless experienced Bearer Caplains are
in charge of Bearer Divisions and sniteble and quieck trensport is
st hend for CG,0. Forward Evacuatlons. A1l cormunication was difficult
- 4o the distances to Dbe +travelled and megsSages wers congider=

2bly dslayed. y: :
(b) The wait of Ths Dearers at the GREEN LINE as ordersd was a
o steke under the conditionsyZ On the 8/8/18,8s ths Infantry was so
ranid thet it wes a great strain on ths Ba&r,ara o0 eateh up and
meke contact with the R,A.P's, Once in contact and Loading Posts
formed the avacuations procseded astigfactorily without confusion
the R.A.P's advanced,
iy fg;g%h& h ESE ANMBULANCE CLES. The pooling of these under
en experienced;vworkec splendidly., TFord Ambulence Cers again proved

of zreatest velus, ; o
@REBDRBE. The system of sending wires and returns to esch A, D.ILE

is contusing., When commend passed To A,D.1., 8. B5th, Aust, Division
it was arrenged that all wirss and reburns shobld be sent To this i
office only. They wers then consolidsted snd a copy of the congolid~

ated AP, W, 3185 sent to A,DslL B, concefnsd, Phis proved To be ﬁﬁ-_iti"_

. QUAAE TR LAnaRe
satisfactorys o {;_ :" a-J.,-J Bt
), WY ' NS ._.-_;.._.n.h_i__..:'-:.:v‘;_
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e FIFTH AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ARTT

2 L
This operation was part of an operation undertaken on &
fairly large scals.

SR Tne ettack on the lst objective = Green line V.1ll.2.35,80 =
V.5ecentral = Po364040.0 = Qe19.0.7.0 = was launched by the 2nd
Australian-Divisien, supperted by & creeping barrage.

e S o‘h'baining the Green {ina objective, the 5th Australian
Division passed through ¥m the 2nd Auﬂ-bra lisan Division and attacked
the 2nd chiective - Red line W.lbh.1l.95 = W.6.2.00.80 -~ Q.30.c,

45 «40 and then pushed on-and attacked the *-*d. objective = Blue line
Welb:d e70.15 = 1.‘! 17.8455420 - W.18.Db. 70.90 - glong ald British trench
T0-Re25.00 “40. -

- T:J:Li attack of the pth Australian Diviaion W&E suppoxrted by
Field Artillery moving forward and firing with direct observation.
This Artillery worked under direct orders of the Infant Brigadiers.

Command of the Battle front passed to the G. ..C‘. 5th Austra-
lian Division at Zero plus 4 -hours - 8.30 a.n.
The Artillery allotted to the 5th Australian Division was:-

5th Aust. Divl Artillery - 13th & l4th Aust.F.A.Brigades
2nd Aust. Divl A:ftillsry - 4th and 5th Aust.F.A.Brigades
6th (Army ) Brigade, Aust,F.A.
Uth Army Brigad.e B.T.A.
Tilis Artillery was divided _into offensive and defensive Field

Artilhry.- -
 QEfensive Axtillery. Defensiys Artdllesy
5th Australian Divl Artillexy 2nd Australian Divl Artiliery
6th (Army) Brigade, Aust.F.A. Uth Army Brigade, R.F.A.

71lst Battery, R.G.A.

‘ All this Ar'billery was employed in the attack of the 2nd
Australian Division under the commend of the C.R.A. 2nd Australian
Division.

Command of this Artillery passed to the C.R.A. 5th Australian
Division as follows:=-

Offensive Artillery at Zero plus 143 minutes 6.53 a.m.
Defensive Artillery at Zero plus 240 minutes 8.30 a.m.
The attack of the 5th Australian Division was carried sut
by two Infantry Brigades in line. Inter-brigade bhoundary
0413 .0+4.8 - cross roads 0, 13.4.2. 7 - 0,15 .35.00 - cross roads
0¢22e884645 = 062440.95.00 = P.27.¢,0+4 = Pe36.a.70. 55 - 0e31leCe5.9 =
Wt rallwey Q32 +Coded = W.zl-.canure.l - crucifix We5.c.20435 =
W- l.b !?} -5 e Xl?‘aiOE 125-

The 8th Aust. Infantry Brigad.a attacked on the Left.
The 15th Aust Infﬂut::? rigade attacked on the Right,
The 14th Aust. Infantry Brigade was in Divl Reserve.
e The Offensive Ar'billery was allot ted to Infantry Brigades
as fo Si=

13th Aust. F.A.Brigade to Bth Aust, Infantry Brigade
) lash Aust. F. A.Brigad.a to 15th Aust.Infantry Brigade
6th (Army) Brigade, A.P.A., to Uth Aust. Infantry Brigade,

There was a pause on the Green line from 6.53a.m to 8.30 a.m.
to allow the Canadian Corps on the Right, who had further to go and
over more difficult country, to come up in line,

The Offensive Artillery was ready to move forward at 6.53% |
2 oM, The Defensive Artillery wes ready to move forward at 8.30 a.m.
The 13th and 14th Australian Fleld Artillery Brigades each deteiled
& special opportunity section who passed forward with the first wavem
of Infantry with the Tanks.

.'\I.J
A
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3‘ ' Defensive Artillery was allotted tasks as undsrx:—/

The Mth Army Brigade, R.F.A., to cover the advance of the
vh Aust. Infantry Brigade and defend a1l ground gained by Artillery
fire.

The 4th and S5th Aust. F.A.Brigades to cover the advance of
the 15th Augt. Infantry Brigade and defend all ground gained by
Artillery fire.

The 7lst Battery, R.G.A., was prepared to meve forward as
goon as the Green line was captured. This Battery was ordered to com-

mence moving forward at 8.15 a.m. to teake up & position about P.30.
central and cover the whole of the Divisional front

The 2nd Australian Divisional Artillery was ordered forward
at 8-57 & oM, -

- The lth Army Brigede, R.F.A., moved forward at about 8.45
S ollle - '
The 6th (Army) Brigade, Aust.F.A., reverted to the commend of
the C.R.A. 5th Australian Division at 1ll.27 a.m. and wes at once
ordered forward to cover the advance of the 8th Aust. Infantry Brigade
and defend all ground gained by Artillery fire. :

As scon as the Blue line was captured the Artillery under the
C.R.A. 5th Australien Division was re-grouped as follows:-

Right Group (covering front of 15th Aust.Infentry Brigade)
under commend of Lieut-Col. F,P.DERHAM, D.S.O.
U4th Aust.F, A.Brigade -
4% Aust.F,A.Brigade - Superimposed Sub=CGroup
hth Aust.F.A.Brigade - Sub-Croup.

Left Group (covering front of the 8th Aust, Infantry Brigade )
under command of Lieut-Col,H.0.CADDY, D.S.0,
13th Aust.F.A.Brigade - | :
6th (Arngr.) Brigade, Aust.F.A. = Superimposed Sub-Group
Uth Army Brigade, R.F.A. = Sub=Group.
The Blue line was reported captured at 12.4 p.m.
The 5th Australian Divisional Artillery had a forward observ-
ing 0fflcer at the commencement of the operatien. The informetion
which he sent back proved of value. A Despatch Rider was attached to
nim and the information which he collected was telephoned into D.A.H.Q.

Visibility was imposeible owing to early morning heavy mist and the
spume and dust of the bonbardment. -

Ati-Tank Guns. The 3=15 pdr Anti-Tank Guns on this front were horsed
and manned by personnel of the 2nd Australian Divl Armmunition Column
and were sent forward 28 soon as the Red line was captured. Twe were
allotted to the front of the 8th Aust., Infantry Brigede and 1 was
allotted to the front of the 15th Aust. Infantry Brigede. On arrival

in-positions to cover the Blue line these Anti-Tank Gune came under
control of the respective Artillery Croup Commenders.

&" llewrtons. 4-~0" Wewton Morters were loaded with 30 rounds &
Hortar into Supply Tanks before the operation. Two of these Mortars
(9th Aust.M.T.M.Bty) were allotted to the front of the 8th Australian
Infantry Brigade and two (10th Aust.M,7T.M.Bty) to the front of the
154th Australian Infantry Brigade - orff one of these Mortars srrived
a% 1ts destination. Tour mo re Mortars {two for each battery) were
oaded in four G.S.Wagons of the 5th Aust.Divl Ammunition Column and

sent forward on the night 8th/9th August, 1918, with 50 rounds of
ammunition per liartar. :

-

Pigeons. One pair of Pigeons was suppl¥¥o each Brigade of the
Defensive Artillery on the evening of 7th/8th August. Pigeons for the

Offensive Artillery Brigades were drawn from the allotment of the
Infantry Brigades te which they were affiliated.

Ammunition. Fer this operation & section of a Divl Ammunition
Column was affiliated to each Divl Artillery Brigsde, Army Brigades
used their B.A.C's. As soon as the Green line was captured D, A.Ot's
and B.A.C'®s commenced to move forwerd and formed +wo dumps - one sbhout

]
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. D.A.C..2nd B.A.C. Wagons then went back to the vacated
gun positions, filled up and took the ammunition te the aforemsn=-
tioned dumps. First Line Wagons filled up from these Bumps.
¥Mechanicel transport brought up ermunition te a Corps dump which
was espablished about 0.17.¢.30,70 on the TOUITLOY-VILLERS

BRETONITEUX read. The D.A,.Ct's 2nd B.A.Cts filled up from this dump
when the previcusly occupied gun pesitiens were cleared,

DEDUCTIONS. The Battle went according te plan. The enemy was not
prepered’ was apperently caught by surprise. -Secrecy of plens is of
utmest importence. Communicetion wes mest difficult. The moldle
regerve of wire for £ll Artillery units is not sufficient. Visual
 egignelling requires much development. One D.R. should be allotted
to the C.R.A. for each Brigade of Artillery under his commend. It
iz essential that Fiel Artillery intended for mobile warfare should
te teken out of the line and be trained in field movements with
their Infantry - adequate greund for cerrying cut these manceuvres
| is essential. A Tizigon Officer from the Heevy Artillery
. | should be with each Infantyy Prigedier conducting the atteck. These
i ‘ Licison 0fficers should be in direct communication with the Heavy /|
Artillery Brigades covering the fronts over wlhich the Infantry
Brigades concerned are operating. In ecrder to maintaln an advance,
experience shows thet Divisional Artilliery Headquarterse should be
moved forward et the earliest opportunity; &t any rate represente-
tives of the "G" Staff and Divl Artillery Staff should move forward
and esteblish & ferward report centre, thus lessening the distance
to Artillery Brigade Headquarters snd the length of the necessary
cormunicaticns. In the event of a large advance, the fact that
D.,A.C. and B.A.C. personnel will not be aveileble for manning dumps
must not’ be lost sight of .- This personnel will be required for
their normal-rcle in open werfare thet is - in taking up ammmition

to the First Line Veggons. Ammunition must be fed forward and not
fetched from the rear. ‘

Ll .-_."ﬁ-f"‘;;»--".'
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olH AUSIRALIAN DIVISIONAL SIGNAL CO.

Repoxrt upon Signal Communicat ions in the attack on the morning
of 8th August 1918,

FESERENCE3 Sheet 62D.

fhe following report is submitted upon Signal communicat ions
during an attack in which Gthe 5th Australian Division was engeged
On the morning of 8th August 1918,

The operation comprised an advance by the 2nd Australian
Division from Che line through P.2l.a and ¢, P«27.a. 2nd ¢,

Ps)24be and ¢, and Velabe 60 a line (known as the green line).
- Larougn QiESiﬂ. P.504d, Pe364b,a, and c, VlBIh and ¢, to Railway
line inVelleas 5.8+, an advance of some 3000 yards.

AC zero pluc four hours, the 5th Australian Division passed
through the <nd Australian Livision on the latter line by a _
Yleap frog" action, and advanced some 5000 yards to their first
objective (known as the red line) roughly running between -
Qes0scecentral and Wel6ece2+49: A further advance of about 1500
Jards was then made Lo the second objective (known 28 the blue line)

wialcn ran roughly down the grid line from E.265.c4044 0 Xi74c.0.4
thence Co Lhe Rallway line in Wel6G+de7e2.

ihe operation was supported by similar action on either flank.

FIRSL PHASE . Advanced Divisional Headquarters were established
in the ralliay cubting at U.25+ce5¢3 with rear Headquarters at the
Chateau at ELANGY TRONVILLE . Telegraph and telephone communication
was established between Corpe at EFRIANGLES and Advanced Divisional
Headquarters, also between Advanced and Rear Divisionsl Headquarters,
Lwo pairs were used between Corps and Advanced Division, both of
whicn were superimposed during the afternoon of the fth inst.

Prior to zero hour, the Infantry Erigades were located as
follows: - | .

L5bh and 8th Erigades (right and left in line respectively) 0+424.,c.243
l4th Brigade (Divisional Keserve) s | 0el3.2.243
{wo pairs of cable were used on & buried route to each of the
8th and 15th Infantry Erigedes, one being superimposed in each anse.

fo the l4th Infantry Erigade (in reserve) one pair was used on
& buried route Lo Rear leadquarters. From Rear Headquarters a
pair was used on a bury to GN test point (N.18.d¢6«2) thence a
gfound line o0 Erigade Headquarters. None of the Eattalions of this
Erigade were connected to this position by telephone., Two of Che
Fattalions were situated close to Erigade Headquarters, znd two
about 5 kilos away . Communication between Erigade and Battalions
was efiectied by means of motor cyclists, mounted orderlies and cyclists

fhe l50h and 8th Infantry Erigades each laid two pairs of ground
iines (D.III twisted cable) from IE test point in P.25.be5:8 which
was Che most advanced point on the buried cable system and from
which point two pairs had been provided on the buried route for each
Exlgade rpack Lo Cheir original Advanced Headquarters. Prior to
4810 thne ground lines referred to were laid by each Erigade Section
a8 Iar forward in their EBrigade Areas as the front line. At zero
plus four hours Lhese lines were carried forward to respective
Erigade Forward Stat ions which were established 28 follows: -

L5n Infantry Erigade in Vedaebe5e7
géh Infantry Erigade in Py304ce747

ln Che laying of these lines and extension of same to subsequent
Exrigaede Forward Stations, each Erigade made use of a limbered
GeS. waggon for transport of the stock of cable which was necessarily

large and would have required big carrying part ies.

SECOND PHASE. After the advance of the Sth Aust. Divisionsl Infanby
carougn the Znd Australian Division on the green line, the ground
lines were extended to new Erigade Forward Stat ions. I'hat of the
iL5¢n Infantry Erigade ran through a temporary station in WeR.a«5¢5
0 a new Erigade Forward Station at Welb5s2.149 t0o which point the !
Advanced Erigade leadquarters moved and remained for the night o :
8511/91511 inst,
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fhe next mhrning che cables were extended L0 a new position at .
We24abeBe5 frow wnich point the Erigadier conversed with the
Livisionaul Couwander at Os254¢+, a distance of some 1R000 yards
Walnly over ground Jines.

Lhe 8in Infantry Erigede Forward Station moved forward and
eslablicied Iiret incQe27+¢e54% and egain forward to Qe’554ba 5.2
when Lhe Advanced Lrigade lleadguarters moved to G he position
previcusly established in Q.27+.ce343. |

- Lateral lines were laid connecting these advanced Erigade
positions with the Left Erigade of the Canadiesns on our right, and
vig Hight Erigade of the 4kh Australian Divieion on our left.

- After Che advance, the Hemdguarters of the i4th Infantry T .
v frigede meved from Cul3.me2+43 into P.29.d4 and "teed" on to one of Ny
‘he pairs previocusly laid by the fth Erisade forward Stat ion, . vhich ‘]
céVe Liem Cliuunication to Divielon. Later, a Erigade Forward |
Slation was established at Q:524¢s+5:1 and connected to the Advanced =
Lxcuenge of tne 2nd Ausira.ian Division in FAYONVILLFRS. 4

lurldng Che advaace, Lhe whole of NHo.l Section of Lhe 5th Aust, g
Divisionad Sigual Co. was eaployed in constructing a 5 palir poled -
Cavle roube frou Che head of tLhe buried cable system in P.25.Db.
iforward.On “he worning of the Yth inst., this route was constructed
a8 ler as LAYONVILLERS, and the 2nd Aust. Divisional Signal Co.
eslablisned a Divislonal Forward Exchange ot Ghe point where it i
verininaced in Qej24ca744d. fnis route replaced the ground lines
previously Jlald by the Brigade Sections and provided communicat ion
iI0w ohe several advanced DLrigade leadguarters to Divisional
ﬂﬁlﬂﬂﬂlrhﬁrii . -

On the afterncon of the Yth insce Lhese lines were handed over i

vO he 18l and Zud Australian Divisions who advanced through the ",
| bk Ausis Livision. e

R .-.i...-l.ﬂ-l'

WIRELESS. Prior Lo zero Wireless Sets were distributed as follows: - ‘j
i irench Sel ai Advenced Divieional lieadquarters (0-25-ﬂ- 5¢3) I
i Wiison Set, acting as Divisional direct ing stat ion ¥
. at Oi24nﬂl4l?i
iae Sel at Advanced Divisional lieedouarters was in commun ic=-
abion with Corps and Che Divisionel direct ing 8tat lon, The

i
N

F i

Divieional direciing siation +a® in communication with Corps, g
Advaaced Divisiousl lesdquariers, and Right and Left flsnk Divisions
aind Exlgades. : Rt |
a tne 56k Aust. Livision passeing through the 2nd Aust. Divieien
ifrenca Seis were established as follows:~ .
| i50h Inf« Irigade Advanced Headguarters Vedaba7e9 ~
i50n 5 - Forward station Wefledea9+3
8tn - " Advanced Headguarters Pp30.c.efeP P
Bth . » Forward station Ce25.de9e2 1

Communicacion was established between the Forward stat iene =nd f
Advanced lieadquarters snd bLhe directing station. On the Frigades
agaln woving forward, lrench Sete were established as foellows: - ’

45h Brigade Advanced lieadquarters at W.0.d.9.5

i5¢n * Forward Btation W.234de6eR :
8¢h . Advanced llezdguarters 0.27.#.3-2 |
8en " ¥orward Scat ion 0:35¢8494 5

i4¢h ¢ lleadguarters Pe2Yed.

Comuunicat ion wes establiished between the direct ing statl ion
and “he three Lrigmde®s, and between the Ath and i5th Erigades and
“anelr respective Forward Sctat ions. Lhe Forward Stalions were
6480 an Ccoumunication with the directing stat ion.

VISUAL . During the earlier Parc ol the day visual signelling weas 1
uneorkaole on account of a neavy fog. Later in the day the '
aluosphexre clieared:. A central visual station was established in ;
- Fec5eb: and arrangeuwents were made for the use of thie means or 5
Couumunication as che Brigades advanced, but it wee never necesgery <3
WO uake use Of same . Provision was mede for visusl communication E
in Erigade Areas, but this means was seldom used ag telephone lines ¢
gave Little Lrouble. ‘ ﬁ

..

e F--"":“ﬂ--—_"j' e . e -
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P IGE ONE , 20 paire of virds were received from Corps snd
disiribuited as folliows;:- :

8 pairs to Bth Infantry Erigede
7 " M 15511 " Il
5 " " Divisional Artillery.

Lhe 155;1 Erigade issued 3 pairs Lo each of the two Enttalions
;:I.n line and 5 (0 Mo+l Sub-section attached to the 13th A.F.A.Exrigade.
ILne alt.h Erigade issued 2 pairs Lo each of it®e four Battalions.

fhe birds were nolL used for service Nesssges .

& AIR CONIACL. A Livisional dropping ground wzas established at
1 «25:Cal05

‘hree mecsages were received at the Divisional dwovpi
ground, and four at the 1l4lh Brigade at P.29%.d. o

DESPALICHES « UMotor cyclists carried despaiches between Tivision
and Erigaces. Letween Lrigades and Fattalions, mounted orderlies
and cyclists were used, and runners forward of Eattalions.

MESSAGE CARRYING ROCKEIS. Ihnese were issued to all Infantry Uaits
Ouc reports ¢o no¢ indicate that they were used.

&m.ﬂﬂrl_-g_[., + DJbh Ausi. Divisional Artillery Headquarters were situated
ab Uicheas Y49 felephnone communication was maintained between

eadguartexrs and bthe Erigades. Latteries were continually moving
during tne day and i¢ was difficult to keep in communicat ion by
cable Visual wae used when lines did not exist 2nd when visusl

was not pocsible on account of the nature of the country, mounted
craerlles were used.
/ I.'I."-.:-l:. .-";‘- o - f .-"l-

A e ra

f,"’ Ma jor.
O.C.Signals, 5th Aust. Division,

£5rd Augul L 1948,
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end TANK BATTALION.

--------- .-

REPORT ON PERATIONS
of
8th August, 1918,
by
Lieut.~Col,, E.D. BRYCE D.5.0., Commanding.

. T E TR e

TANK ASSEMELY.

On the night of August 4th all Fighting Tanks
of 2nd Battallon, togethor with one Reserve Tank,
laft QUERRIEU Wood for FOUILLOY, which was the
position of Assembly.

All Tanks arrived, with the exception of one
which doveloped engine trouble at DAOURS. Unfortun=-
ately the engine of this Tank and anothsr Tank had
to te changed at the last moment. Cap tain ASHWELL ,
Battalion Enginsor, worked untiringly on those two
tanks and was able to complete the work in time, with
the help of Salvago personnel lent by Major CARR.

One Tank belonging to "C" Company unfortunately
received a direct hit during the two days' walt at
FOQUILLOY, so the Roserve Tank had to be utilized at
the last moment to teke ite plaocs.

PLAE OF ATTACK.

"B" and "C" Companies, 2nd Battalion, co=-operating
with the 2nd Australian Diviseidn ~ "B" Company with
5th Brigado, and "C" Company with 7th Brigade., Thess
Companies to lead the infantry in the attack on the GREEN
Line and after its capture, to rally, - "B" Company in
the CERISY Valley to the North of WARFUSEE-~-ABANCOURT,
and "C" Company to the South of that Village. There to
be re-grganized, and to advance with the Infentry in
the attack on the RED Line, with the oxcoptlion of thrso
tanks from each Uompany speclally detalled to attaok
BAYONVILLERS and remain there until all reslstance was
orushed, Survivors of both these Companies to asslst
in attagk on HARBONNIERES after capturse of RED Lino.

"A" Company, 2nd Battalion and "A" Company, 13th
Battalion (Attached) oco-operating with 5th Australian
Division - "A" Company, 2nd Battalion with 15th Brigadep
and "A" Company, 13th Battalion with 8th Brigade.

‘i;.h - e,
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These two Companies to Pe led up to the Rally
Pointe of "3" and “C" Companies to arrive there by
Z <+ 8 hours = "A" Company, 13th Battalion to the
North of WARFUSEE~ABANCOURT, and "A" Company, 2nd
Battalion to the South. Both Companiss to keep well
deployed abonut 200 yards in advanoco of tho Infantry,
to the RED Line, and not to ontor BAYONVILLERS, After
capturo of RED Line, both Companies to assist Iin capture
of HARBONNIERES, the ultimate objective of all four
Companles.

The 15th Battallon, with Mark V Star Tanks, werao
to capturg the HLUE Line with their Infantry, and a
Company of 8th Battalion was detailsed to remain in
ol ose support to assigt in caso of counter-attacks.

All 2nd Battalion Tanks were to withdraw to P.30
in the CERISY Valley to refill and prepare for further
action on being released by Infantry, and "A" Company,
13th Battalion was to return to its own Battalion.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMBNTS.

In the case of the Tanks for the first phase of
the attack it was imperative i~

(1) That they should not be heard.

(2) That they should reach the Infantry Taped
Line at Zero hour precksely, 8o that they
should be ahle to deploy in front of tho
Infantry before the barrage 1l1lfted at
Z ¥ 3 minutes.

The whole success of the attack appeared to depend
on these condltions being fulfilled, and spoeclally
detailed arrangements had therefore to be made,.

Air protection was afforded between 9,30 p.m, and
mid-night, and again one hour before Zero to cover the
sound of their approach, Tanks could thorefore only
nove during those hours.

The difficulty of the operation was accontuated owing
to the fact that the troops for the RED Line attack were
agssembled close bshind the attacking troops for the GREEM
Line. Thue, there were sgeveral waves cf infantry for
the Tanks to pass through, and it was therefore impossible
to deploy the Tanks before they reached tho Infantry
tﬂp ed line.

The following arrangements woro madoc @~

Fach Company selected a Company Deployment Position,
at whioh point they filled up. From there routcs wers
taped by Company Reconnalssanco Officors to Section
Starting Polnts, which had been eelected, about 1,000
vards behind the Infantry tapod line. 'rom these
Starting Polnts, Section Commanders, with the help of
guldes lent by the Infantry, taped ths last 1,000 yards
to the Infantry taped lins.

Another important point which had to be taken into
account wag that the Tanks from Sectlon Starting Polnts

would/
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would be on the forward alqg;a33§~therﬂfﬁra. owing
to the risgk of their being .
number of infantry they had to pass through-would
have to go slowly for the last 1,000 yarde, and
oould not be timed to do it in one rush. Section
Commenders therefore tied pieoes of tape laterally
at esach 100 yards from the taped line 1n order to
be ablo to time their approach accurately. This
answered satisfactorily; eand I should here mention
that in most ocases Section Commanders actually led
their Tanks right past the infantry teped line.

REPORT CENTRE.

It was arranged that Yajor LASKEY, Sooond-in-
Command, with Lieut. POVWELL, Assistant Adjutant,
should remain during Y.Z. night at the 5th Australlan
Division H.Q. on the VILLERS-SRETONNEUX Roed.

At Zero hour, Major LASKEY was to go forward
to the Headquarters of the 5th and 7th Australian
Infantry Brigades farther up the road, to be in
touch with the first phase of the attack, and
afterwards move back to the 5th Divieion H.Q.,
whers ho would obtain all information regarding
the socond phase.

1 arranged to spend the night with my
Reconnaisganco Officer and Orderlies at the
Headquarters nf 8th and 15th Brigades, which were
further forward to the North of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX.

Company Assistant Reconnailassance Officers were
to report to me that all Tanks were in positlon by
mid-night. An Aseistant R.0. was then to be left
with each Infantry Brigade as Tank Lilaison Offlcer,
These arrangements proved satisfactory.

BOVE TO STARTING POINTS.

All Tanks of "bB" and "C" Companies reached theilr
Section Starting Points by mid-night with the oxception
of the Tank with the new ongine belonging to "B"
Company, which developed Autovac trouble. This Tank
went up later and was used in the attaok on the 9th
inst.

The two Companies for the attack on the RED Line
dld not leave thair Assembly positlons at FOUILLOY
until shortly before Zero hour, when they were led
up in good time.

SUPPLY ARRANGEUENTS.

A Soction with sledge tanks belonglng to another
Supply Company was attached for this operatlion to
Ma jor WATSON, who was in charge of the Drigade Supply
arrangements, "hig Soction was allotted to 2nd
Battalion and oniy arrived at POULAINVILLE on the
night of the 5th. Its tanks, unfortunately, proved

very/

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1012585



— —— = e —— — = — = — — — =

3/3.

P APPENDIX /

R

very unreliable, and by the time they reached
QUERRIEU Wood four of them had developed mechanical
trouble and could not be repalred in time. Major
VVATSON then borrowed two of our baggage tanks, which
were sent stralght on to FOUILLOY eand duly arrived.
Two sledge tanks belonging to the Supply Section
wore unable to get through DAOURS with their sledges.
Eventually one of these Tanks was sent on without
i1ts sledge, but being a female one, was not of much
use., I theroforo instructed Capt. HARCOURT D.S.0.,
of 2nd Battalion, to load and take up 3 G.S. Waggons
with the baggage tanks.

One G.S. waggon had a direct hit on the way up
but three tanks and two G.S. waggons reached the
rellying point at P.30 at between 8,30 and ¢ a.m.

The first dump at FOUILLOY was made for us by
5th Tank Brigade.

THE ATTACK.

1st Phase. - (GREEHN Line).

With the exception of the Tank with the new
engine which went on later, all Tanke of 2nd Battalion
went into action at the right timo, in front of the
Infantry. One Tank belonging to "A" Company, 13th
Eattelion developed engine trouble at the last
moment and did not start.

Accompanied by the Battalion Reconnalssance
Officer, Captain DILLON, the Regimental Sergeant-

Ma Jor and three Orderlies, 1 proceeded forward at
about 5 a.m,

Owing to the very thick mist it was impossible
to see more than a few yards ahead, and it was only
by the use of a compass, and later by followlng a
Tank track, that we were able to keep dlrection.

Some of the infantry whom we overtook appearad to
have lost both direction and connection on theilr
flanks.

We soon struck the main road to VARFUSEE~-ABANCOURT,
and shnrtly afterwards found Lt. CORNISH'S Tank which
had struck a land mine and had a track blown off.

On roaching the outskirtes of WARFUSEE~ABANCOURT
hostile shelling became rather severe, and Captain
DILLO:T was wounded in both logs while crossing the
road with me. 7hilo his wounds were being attended
to by my ledical Orderly 6 German Offlicers came out
of a dug=-out and surrendered - among them a Battalion
Second=in-Command. I asked him whether they had been
expecting an attack, and he replied that they had
been told from behind that Britlsh Tanks were in front,
ready to attack, but had heard nothing more definite
than that. I then made him get some other prisonsrs
and cerry Ceptain DILLON back.

Owing to these delays we dld not reach ths
rallying point to the North of the Village in the

BRISY Valley until about 7.15 a.m.
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I found Major PAPE alrcady there with his 11
Tanks for the RED Line atiack, bui only one Tank of
"BY Company, Major SCRUTTON, had then ralllcd.

Shortly after, other Tanks begau to come in, among
them nne Tank (Lt. OOE) with numerous prisoners and
two machine guns on board. .

Of the 11 Tanks of "B" Company which started two
had struok land mines, two had recelved direct hits,
one (Lt. CRAIG's) while towing back a light fleld gun
which it had captured, and sevon ralliled.

0¢ the other twc Compenies on the other side of
the Village all 12 Tanks ef "A" Compeny (Major DIANOND)
startod at the right time for the attack on the RED Line,
and all 12 Tanks of "C" Company (Major CROUCH) rallied
after the first attack and went on witli the infantry
in the second attack.

2nd FPhase.

Three Tenks of "B" Company, and three Tanks of
'¢" Qompany were detailed for the attack on BAYONVILLERS,
All three Tanks of "B" Company receaived direct hits in
front of BAYOWVILLERS (Lieuts. OOE and WRIGHT belng rilled);
but all three Tanks of "C" Company and one additional Tank
bel onging to the same Company went into BAYONVILLERS, and
patrolled the Village until all resistance had been
During the attack on the Line the Australiang
were held up hy fire from MARCELCAVE, an objentive of the
Canadian Corps on their right flank. They approached &
Tank Commander of "O" Company (Liout. PERCY-EADE) and
asked him to take hig Tenk into MARCELCAVE; which hc d4id.
After dealing with all opposition, he obtalned a recelpt
for the Village from the two Australlan Company Jommandera
who had followed him with their Infantry into the Villaga.

To resume the story of the eattack as seen by
myself i=

Ma jor PAPE's eleven Tanke left the rallyling point
shortly after 8 a.m,, deployed on the green line and
atarted at 8.20 a.m. followed by the Infantry, who kept
about 200 yarde behind. gix Tanks of Major SCRUTTON
followed close up to the Infantry and we followed behind.

A little further on we met and were accompanied by
Captain BELACK of "A" Company, 13th Battallon, who was
following his Section of Tanks.

Shortly after Captain BLACK had left us to follow
his Tanks, which had croseed the main road; we came up
to the leading Infantry, who were held up by machine gun
fire wrich was coming fram the side of the road, and had
evidently been misged by tho leading Tanks which were some
distance ahead. I then sent an Orderly to fetch a Tank
of "B Company (Lieut. ROTHERY) which was with lnfantry on
our laft. When this Tank came up we direoted it to the ‘
spat; but as soon ae they saw the Tank going in their
direction elght of the enemy came out and surrendered.

Further on, the Infantry were again held up by machine
gun fire and the Tank went forward to deal with it, but
unfortunately, before it reached the spot, my MNedloal
orderly wag hit in the chest by & bullet.  Aftor gotting

/ his/
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his wound bound up, I sent him back in oharge of
an Australian Stretcher~besrer and put his kit on
a Tank of 8th Battalion which came up shortly after.

I'rom & Section Commander on this Tank I found
out that we were keeping too far to the Morth, so
we then crossed the road and proceeded towards
HARBOINIERES as rapldly as possitble.

e roached a point about a guarter of a mlle
from the vlllage shortly before 10 a.m,, and there
had to lle down for a short time Just boehind the
Infantry, as8 both our own and hostile shelle were
bursting all around us.

By keceping too far to the North I had missed
seeing what happoned near BAYONVILLERS, but lsater
learnt that nine Tankes of "A" Company, 13th Eattalion,
four Tenks of "L" Company, 2nd Eattalion, and four
Tanks of "A" Company, 2nd Battalion were knocked
out by direct hite around BAYONVILLERS, -~ one Tank
receiving pix direct hite. Lt. ROTHERY's Tank was
knocked out at about Q.36.a.

The shellling having decreased, we then went
towards HARBONNIERES, and found Lt. BOTTERILL 's Tank
stotionary in a sunken road about a quarter of a mile
from the wvillage. This was about 10.15 a.m.,, and he
was presumably walting according to Time Table for
our fire to lift from the Village, though for some
time previous there had been very little shelling of
HARDONHNIERES iteelf. After telling Lt. BOTTERILL to
pugh on to tho Villagoe we went forward and agaln
walted for a few minutes at a point about 200 yards
to the North of the Village, near the Rallway line.

At that time there appeared to be no one in
HARBONNIERES, though we had seen infantry making for
the lower end and they might have been in that part
of the Village. The troops near us were engaged in
locating positions to dig in and apparently it was not
intended that thoey should enter the village.

After a fow minutes, seeing two Australians
approach; we went across, and I instructed an Orderly,
Pte. DEASOLI, to place the flags in the top window of
what seemed to be the most prominent house. He
entered the house at about the same time (approximately
10.30 a,m,) as the two Australians, who had bombse ready;
but that house proved to be cupty.

Aftor the Australian flag and our Battalion flag
had been fixed outslde the window, we sat down outsidse
to have some food, but were immedletely fired on by a
machine gun from a house hlgher wup. My Sergsant~-Ma jor
and Orderllies started to stalk the machine gun post with
their revolvers, but before they could do anything two
tanks belonging to "A" Company, 13th Battalion entered
the village higher up, and no more firing was heard.

In the meantime detachments of cavalry had gone
paat, and at about this time I saw some lMark V Star
Tanks which had stopped about a quarter of a mlle below
the Village, One (or more) of these Tanks was firing
with ite 6~Pdr., guns right across us at a train near the
top of the Village, at least 1,500 yarde from where they
wWere. The train caught fine, so I presume they hit it.

f R
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A little later Lt.BOTTERIL], went past with his
Tank, Ho told me that Major SCRUTTON had met him
below the Village and had sent him on to assist the
Cavalry near the BLUE Line.

The HMark V. Star Tanks passed us going towards
the BLUE Line at 11.10 a.m,

Shortly after, Major SCRUTTOYNs Capt. RAMSDEN and
Lt. CLARKE Jolned us from the lower end of the Village,
and two Tanks with Capt. TEW of "A" Company came out from
the top of the Village and rallied near us., From these
Tanks 1 obtained two plgeons, which I sent off wlth
Mo EBALeS Lt. DEARBERG, "O" Company, with his Tank,
also rallied near us, and both ¥ajor CROUCH, "C" Company,
and Major DIAMOND, "A" Company alsc joined us with some
of their Offlcoers.

Other Tanks rallied in the MORCOURT Valley as
previously arranged.

sometime later, an Australian F.C.0. gams up and
asked for the assistance of a Tank on the BLUE Line,
on the right flank near the Railway, whero machine guns
were holding them up. This should have been the duty
of the Mark V Star Tanks, of which there were several
around, but I presume those detalled for that part of
the ELUE Line had been knocked out. I sent Lt.DEARBERG's
Toank with the Australilan, and afterwards learnt that he
had dealt with one machine gun post and then had had
Autovac trouble which prevented him from dolng more.

Lt. BOTTERILL, after dealing with machine guns
which were holding up the cavalry drove off a local
counter-attack in front of our infantry on the ELUE
Line and did some execution.

As we were very exhausted, we rested near
HAEBONNIERES until about 1.15 p.m., when we walked through
the Village. At 1.50 p.t. two armoured cars came
through and at about 1.45 p.m. an official photographer
took photographs of the flags. At 2 p.me I decided to
take back the Tenks to P.30 to refill, as they had very
little petrol left, and the survivors of liajor BENNEWITH's
Company, 8th Fattelion were waiting as previously arranged,
to assist the infantry.

Before leaving, I asked lLajor DIAMOND whether hs had
cbtained hie release irom the Infontry of 15th Australian
Lrigade, and he told me that according to arrangements
previously made with the Infantry s3attalion Commanders,
hig Tanks were automatically rcieasod when the Mark V
Star Tankes passed us at 11.10 a.m.

On ruvaching our Refilling Point in the CERISY Valley,
I met Goneral COURAGLE, who told me to accompany him
and leave lMajor LASKEY in Command.
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ENEMY LIGHT FIELD GUNS.

Twonty three Tanks out of 46 were put out of
action by enemy light field guns on the firset day,
and 10 Tanks out of 16 on the seccond day.

1 make the followlng suggestions to overcome
the danger to Tanks from these guna:i~

1, No halt within the onumy field gun area,
HOTE: The guns which oaused tho damage near
BAYONVILLERS had obviously been pulled out of
their emplacements during the delay on tho
GREEN Line,for the purpose of dealing with
Tanks. |

2., Oresping barrage - to consist of from 25% to
50% omoke shells. Heavy artillery to concen-
trate on counter battery work.

NOTE: The heavy mist during the first phase

of the attack exemplifies the advantage of &
similar density of smoke. While ths mist
1a8tod no Tanks wers knoocked out. The diffioc-
ulty experienced by the Infantry in keeplng
direction was more than counter-balanced by
the demoralization ~aused to the enemy by the
sudden appearance of Tanks almost on top of
them. Tanks with properly swung compassos

can keep direction and thus gulde the infantry
who follow their tracks.

%, One aeroplane with bombs speolally detalled to
follow eaoh section of Tanks and to bomb onemy
guns immediately they open fire on the Tanks,
or sooner, if they can see them.

TOTZ: I do not think aercoplanes with roving
cormissions would be of muoh use and thereforo
suggest detalling an aeroplane to protect
certain tanks along a osertain route.

The moral effect of being hombed in daylight
should prevent enemy gunners from properly
serving their guns.

LAND MINES.

Two Tanks were put out of actlon by land mines
in the firat phaso of the attack.

SPECIAL POINTS.

There ars many suggootions from Tank Commanders
as 8 result of experience galned 1n theed actlonms, but
the points about which they are all unanimous ere -

7
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1. That strips should be used inatoad of bhelte
for tho Hotchkies guns,

- 2. That 1t is of the greatest importance that each
Tank should have & comp&ss properly swung.

G. That the unditching Besam should be fastened
more ssourely.

PERFORMANCES OF TANKS.

There are very numerous instances of maohine guns
being dealt with or run over by Tenks, and alspo of
fiseld guns beling captured, but as they are recorded

. =2 in the Battle Hictory Sheets there is no need to
mention tnem irn this repcrt.
~ I should however, like to mention the oase of one
= - Tank commended oy & K.C.0. on the 9th instant.

This Tank received at dllferent times seven direcat
hits, wcunding ceversl of the crew. In spite of the
fact that ihs epicyclic gear had been damaged and that
the Tank could orly move in circles, this N.0.O.
continued in action, and finelly brought the Tank back
to the rallyinrg point, after doing very good work, which
included the capture of a rallway gun.

INFANTRY SCOUTS.

; An Infantry Soout was taken in each Tank for the
3 purpose of aseisting the co-operation with infantry
.| and to polnt out placos of resistanco holding up the
1 infantry. In many instances they also proved

‘| invaluable in helping to guide the Tanks, and in some

lj capes they voluntarily took the place of gunners who

had Yecome casual tles.
00~OPERATION WITH INFANTRY .

The co-operation with the Infantry was very good
throughout. This was of course due, to a very large
extent, to the provious training at VAUX; but also to
the admirable qualities and extraordinary coclness of
the Australian Infantry in action. It hae been and
will alwaye ke a pleasure to co-operate with them.

CASUALTIES IN PERSONNEL .

Killed. Wounded. Injured.

e

Officers. L 9 -

i —— R P e e eGP ey T i A e W ey e G e g g e W g S S e P e el N e s

Other Ranks, 17 87

T o P o o o e B e e T S o ey o e B e e e T B B e B e e e S A AT e

I append a separate report from Major LASKEY on the
Operations of August 9th., and a report from MajJor DIAMOND
on the operations of August 1llth. 3

Recommendations for indilvidual mota of dbravery

accompany this report.
fé%c*!

end Tank Battalion. Lisut.~Colonol ,
15th August, 1918. Commanding.
A.

f.fii
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ACCOUNT OF ACTION OF 2nd TANK BATTALION

T E T L frm g R =y

AFTERNOON 68th AUGUST to EVENING OF 9th AUGUST, 1918
by

MAJOR F.S« LASKEY M.C.

—— ek B e A S e P GRS Ve Sk el BRE S

REPQRT OF EVENTS - EVENING OF 8TH AUGUST.

After the action of ths 8th August, all Tanks of
ond Tank Battalion able to 'move or to be towed ralllied
at P.30.2.,5.3., north of WARFUGSER. I received orders
that afternoon from Lt.~Col. BRYCE D«sS.0+ to ostablish
Battalion H.Qs &t this point and to take Command until
his return.

Humber of Tankse rallied were =

Ilaﬂ cﬂYl 5 - et
“B“ UGY. . s "
"G" G'DY- - s .
Tank acting with 17th Battn.

=0k

The above were all fit for action. Several Tanks
had algo been towed back to thia polnt.

During the evening a report was recelved from the
R.0. of "C" Company that Captain HAMLET, with three Cara
of "C" Compeny, had been ordered to relly at W.8.d. and
await supplies there, with a view to golng into aotion
again South east of HARBONNIERES that evening.

I organlsed Tanks at P.50.a. as follows 1=

"C" Coy. = 2 Seotions ~ 8 Tanks & Orews.

"A" Coy. = 1 Section - 3 Tanks & Crews.

"8" Coy. = 1 Section « 1 "B" Coy. Tank: 1 "A" Ooy.
Tank: 1 Tank which had been
acting with 17th Battn, Crows
to be found by "B" Coy.

Ma jor CROUCH D«5.0. in Command of tho compoeite Company.,.

manks were refilled from the Dump already established
at the Rallying Point by Captaln HARCOURT D.S5.0., and prepared
for running.

At ebout 4 p.m. I received orders from General COURAGE
personally that all Tanks fit to fight were to be moved that
evening to road North of Hallway in V.12.8. & be, oOor to any
position further East towards HARBONNIERES where Tanks
could be soreensd from observation in daylight.

I sent two officers out at once to reconnoltre and
spcertain if there were any such al ternative posltion, and
to find the best route to it; or otherwise, to the poeltion
mentioned. They returned at about 7 p.m, and reported
that no alternative position could be found.

At /
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At Ep.m, I was given & messags hy Snd Lisut.
MORRISON, Liaison Officer with 13t2 Australian Infantry
Brigads, asking that Tank co=-oneration be obtalned %o
doal with enemy still holding out on the BLUR Line, North
of the Railwavy. Lieut, MORRISON stated that Malor
BUNNEWITH, 8th Tank Battalion had been asked to do this, but
had been unable to do 8o owing to his being short of petrol,
Owing to dletence of all cars of 2nd Battallon, except
Capt. HAMLET's Sectlion, from HARBONHIERES, and exhaustion
of Orews, also the lateness of the hour, I did not ses any
possibility of Tanks at WARFUSEZE being employed, and
telephoned to the Drigade Major, Oth Tank brlgado, suggesting
that supplies be sent to Major BENNEVITE by 8th Battalilon,
or to Capt. BAMLET, At this timo I hed no transport
avallable at TARNUSES, and the wholo of the supplies brought
up there had been used for filling wp the Znd battalion
Tanks thers,

Later, I received a message that Lieut.-Ocl., BINGHAM
D.8.0., was making arrangements with 5th Australilan Division.
Lieut.~Col . BINGHAM came to 2nd Battallon H.Q. at
7 p.m. and sald that the hour being so late and the acheme

for oco-operation so nebulous, nothing could be done that
night.

About thia time the telephons to Brigade H.Q. went
'diso', leaving Wireless ap the only way of getting through,
apart from D,R's. This was a great handiocap.

Ma jor CROUCH lef't with the Tanks for the new position
at 9 p.m.j all arrived pafely, but rathar 1&tei owing to
diffioulty in finding the way. Oaptain HAMLET's positlion was
found to be at W.7.Central, His Tanks were all empty.

A Dump was being formed by &5th Tank Brigade near
VARIUSEL and another near BAYONVILLERS. These were eXpeotad
to be ready by midnight. In order to be able to send
aupplies from these Dumps to Major CROUCH I sent a message
by Wireless via 5th Brligade H.Q. asking for the slx limbers
at FOUILLOY to be sent up to WARFUSEE. They arrived about
é6 a,m. onn the 9th, and at 8 a,m. I eent three of then,
loaded, to Major CROUCH., ‘These supplies fllled all hils
Tanks and Captoin HAULET's.

EVENTS - Oth AUGUST. R
= rj{’_ﬁ*@&'fé /

The night 8th/9th AUGUST passed g

At 68,50 a.m. 9th August I received SECRET A.C.486,
Australian Corps BattAle Instruction ~ Series B - llo., 2 =
"operations 9th August, 1918," attached hersto.

. I had not received Battle Inatru¢tions No, 1, whioh
were distributed to Divielons only. I acknowledged by
Wirelees, etating thie - (The 'phone was still 'diec').

I went over to 8th Battalion H.Q. in the Quarry at LAMOTTE
and found that they had received instructions from the
Australian Divisions with which they were to operate to
the North of 2nd Tank Battellon's front. These instructiona
included a map showing objeotlves and phases of the operation
for the whole Australlan Corps front. This I copied on to
my nap. The instruoctions were almoet entlrely inapplicable
to the role to be carried out by 2nd Battalion.

I returned to 2nd Battalion H.Q., sont the Battle
Instructiond No. 2 to Major CROUCH, with a letter asking
him to go over it with hie offiocers and prepare all oars
for action. I then sent a Wireless mosesage asking for
the location of H.Q., lat Australian Division, with whioch

1
i

~ end /
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2nd Battalion was to operate. Before the reply
was received the G.S5.0.2 of the Diviislon arrived 1ln
a Car and took me to the Divisional H.Q. in VILLERS~
HRETONNEUX. Here I met the Brigadier General
Commandling and the Brigade Major, S5th Tank Brilgade.
The time was now 9.15 a.um.

[ received lst Australian Divieion Battle
Instructions No. 2 (attached hereto) and verbal
instructions for the operation, with & supply of
maps, and left immediately for WARFUSEE in General
OQURAGE's ocar, At WARFUSEE I changod into my own
car and went to Major CROUCH, taxing the instructlions
and mane which I had received.

On arrivel at ths Tankodromo, I found that Major
CROUCH had gone to the 2nd Australian Infantry Brigade
Report Centre. To save time I assembled the officers
and explained the whole scheme to them with the map,
igsued the maps and insiructed them to mark up on them
the objectives eto., from tho marked map provided. 1T
loft them doing this and went to meet ifajor CROUCH.

I met him coming back to the Tanks - he sald thers
wag nobody at the Report Centre up to then, 10.30 &,m.
I went back to the Tankes with him and we went over

the orders togethsr,

At 11 a.m. we went baok to 7.8.4.9.0.,the Z2nd
Australian Infantry Brigade Report Centre. Here, the
back axle of the ocar broke through it going into a
hole. The G.0.0., 2nd Australian Infantry Brlgade
arrived shortly after thls, and on ascertalining that
the infantry for the attack were cliose to BAYONVILLERS,
I asked Major CROUCH to go baok to the Tanks and move
thom up at once to about W.8.d.0entral, to avoid loss
of timz.

T found out the starting line and was informed
that the infantry would be ready to advance at one
o'clack, There would be no artillery oso-opsration.
I went back towards tho Tanka at 12 noon. I met them
ooning up and gave Major CROUCH all instruotions =
gtarting line etc., and asked him to got the Tanks
into position between HARBONNILERES and the Railway,
and to be certain to be there oy 1 p.m.

At 1 p.m. exactly, Tanks arrived in position
on thoe starting line given, denloyed acroas the whole
front, one Tank of each Bection in support, and
Cep tain HAMLET's Section also in support.

As the Tanks moved over the low ridge between
HARBONNIZRES and GUILLAUCOURT they were sesn by the
enemy, and fire was opened on them at a slow rate,
by H.l. Tho Tanka moved on to the low ground 1n
W.17. where they were not under dlrect observation.
The fire weas continued, but no Tanks werse hit.

At 1.30 the infantry of the lst Australlan
Division advanced from the HARBONNIERES~GUILLAUCOURT
road, and moved up t> the Tanks which were walting for
them. Tanks and infantry then advanced and passed

through /
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through the 15th Australian Infantry Brigeade who had
advanced to support the left flank of the Canadian
Corps. The 15th Australian Infantry Brigade then
withdrew to the ELUL Line, :
Reslistance from hostile infantry and machine

gunners in front of the BLUE Line was weak, a large
number surrendering at once., Many had already been

; killed by a Vhippet Tenk, which had subsequently
recelved & direct hit at this point. The hostile
shelling was falrly heavy all the time. On
epproaching ROSIERES Statlon and the factory by 1t
(X.2€.d4.4.5) rosistance beceme stronger and shelling
more intense. Three Tanks received direct hits there.
At about this time & messege dropped by an asroplane
reachcd me to the effect that "German reinforocementa
were arriving in LIHONS by the CHAULNES road, appar-
ently infantry and field guns." I at once sent this
back to the 2nd Brigade Report Centre (W.8.d.9.0) 4in
order that these might be dealt with by our artillery.
Before this was done a German Fisld Battery came into
action on the high ground in X.29.a. where they
comménded the whole of the country to the west. These
at onco opened fire on the Tanks, knocking out about
5 on & line running from about X.28,a.8.5 to F.4.4.8,7.~
close to an abandoned German Fleld Hospltal, The
Tanks were unable to advance in face of this fire, and
the infantry were held up by 1t, and by heavy machine
gun fire from the border of the woods west of LIHONS,
for fully one and & half hours, and suffered severely.
Two fileld guns that tried to come into aotion againet
this battery from X.19.4.9.1., were obliged to withdraw
after firing only about two rounds sach, as they came
at once under heavy atd accurate fire from the German
guns .

At about 5.30 p.m, the German battery was sngagea
by artillery filre and very soon withdrew, leaving one
gun behind, presumably disabled and immoveable.

The infantry ocould still only make very slow
progress owlng to hostlile machine gun fire, having lost
the Tanks support at this point, all Tanks near here
having been put out of action by the German battery.
The infantry gradually made progress and reached the
RED Line. The Tanks then withdrew, in accordance with
provious instructions, to the South Vest side of
HARLOTTIIERES. Heore, all Tankse were handed over to
ka jor DIAMOND 1.C., who had brought up fresh orews to
man them. HReports of losses of Tanke and personnel
were sent in from here to 0.C., 2nd Tank Battalion at
WARITUSLL .

Before leaving the Tanke put out of action, it
had been ascertalned that all personnel wounded had
beon or were being sont hack.

All personnel that had been in actlon were then
sont back by Motor Lorry to ETAIPES, going on the way
to the Tankodrome near WIEICQURT, where & hot meal wasg
ready for them, -

Y/

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO12585



_— p—— = — = —

7% APPEND|x /

Oe

I should like to bring to notics the
conspiocuous ability and gallantry shown by Ma jor
CROUCH 1n this action. Hie previous arrangements
and his handling of his Tanks while they were under

hia control were admirable, and he followed his Tanks
into action under heavy fire and kept in touch with
them throughout. He 1s sending a report with
recommendations for distinguished conduct of those

in action under his Command.

Before concluding, I should like to express the
opinion that the deocision not to employ our artillery
at the start of the operation was unfortunate, Had
the artillery been used to kesp under firs,_&nd 10
smoke commanding positions from which hostilo
battories could overlook the fisld of operations (of
which the most obvious wee the high ground running
Worth Vest from LIHONWS) it would not have beon
poassible for the enemy's guns to remain for a period
of over two hours in action, unmolested. Had such
areas been soerched by Heavy Guns, with H.E. and
smoke, the fire of such batteries would have been
much impeded, or silenced. Ae soon as the battery
that couscd all the damage wes seriously engaged,
1t withdrow.

4’¢;;?£i¢3ihdtls,
Hﬂjﬂr,
10th August, 1918, 2nd Tank Battalion.
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BATTLE INSTRUCTIONS, SERIES npY. Xo.
OPCRATIONS OF 9th AUGUST, 1918.

attained all ite objectlves to=-day

Y

The Fourth Army has
or two minor points.

2 o resumed on 9th instant. The final
objectlive ol Tho aagtralian Corps is the general 1ine LTIHONS =
FRAMERVILLE ~ LERTICOURT.

the role of the Australian Corpe is to form & strong
defensive flank to the advance of the Canadlan Corps., The
various bounds of the attack aro shown on the map forwarded
with Battle Instructions, Series «B", No. 1 issued to-day.
3. It ie not anticipataed that tho attack will be 1aunched
before 10 7oro will be notified as soon &as it is

move to & starting

8eMe
sscertained. Troops will be prepared to
1ine at very short notice from 7 a.m.

The controllipgg factor in the advan
he Oanadian Corps which 1g to pu

of advance of ¢t
dircction of ROYE and CHAULYNES.
Ee the first phase of the attack by the Australian Corpé
+111 be carried out by lst Australian Division on the right with
the 5th Australian Divieion on ite left. The 4th Auestralian
Division will not advance.

Tenks are allotted for the operation as follows

ision., 2nd Tank Battalion - 14 Tﬂnka.'
Tanks neayr WIENCOURT Headquarters P .30 .a.

P Ll = b Gl gk PAY L g
follows &=

e
except at one

The attack will b

ce will be the rate
ah on in the

o

L]
‘-

8.
18t Australilan Div

Sedbdedvdt

The boundories between divielions &are as
divisions = & line from

7
the right and centre
id.8.0 eastwards along

(a) between
our front line at about Sq. V.12,
the grid line through Sqe Xe7:Ca0.00
of the first phase will De
Austrelian Division passing
right sector &t Zero hour .,
rrangements €O co--operate

divisional boundary given
tructions,

The attock on the objectlve

8.
he troops of 1lat
ralian Division in the

carried out by t
through 5th Aust
5th Australian Division will make &
+th of the new inter-
(vide Battle Ins

with this attaok nor
k the green line

above and will attac
sonline the 2nd Australian
alian Division in the
“E")

dories "B", No. 1),
APty the oapture of the g
nivision will pass through the 5th Austr
contrec seoctor and will attack the second objectlive (Phase
in conjunction with l1st Australian Division.
Tn order to ensure that the attacks are slmul taneous,
closc liaison ls necessary betwoen lst, 2nd and 5th Austral lan
Canadian Divislion.

pivisions and 2nd
383 3538

9, ARTILLERY., Hedit ot Yo Tt
10, AOCKNOWLEDGE by wire.
(Sd) T.A. BLAMEY, Brisﬂdiﬁr-ﬁﬂrh W
DISTRIBUTION : General Staff, Australlan . PS8
o - 2nd Tank Eattellon.
papa atr--ituis’ with _sttle Instructlions, Serles "B" No. 1.
_ i Seoigions omly ).
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COPY.
SECRET ., FIRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISIOR.

gth August, 1918,
BATTLE INSTRUCTIONS No. 2.

1. The attack will be resumed on 9th inst. 2Zero bour will
ve 11 a.m, ‘The final Objective of the Corps are shown
on attached Map.

the 1st. Aust. Div. will be the right attacking Division.
The boundaries of the Division are phewn on attached Map.

L. he attack will be carried out &s follows &=
(a) Phage A, by 2nd. Aust. Inf. Bds.
The 8th Aust, Inf. Bde. will be on the left.
The ¥ Brigade 2nd Canadian Divieion on the right.
(b) Phase B. By 2nd Aust. Inf. Bde. on right.
- Tho 3rd Aust. Inf. Bdeo. on Left.

i. The inter-DBrigade boundary will be the grid line running
Bast and West through X.20 CGentral and X.21.Central. and
will be adjusted by direct arrangoments between Brigadiers.

ii. The 2nd. Aust. Division, having passed through the 5th Aust.,
Divieion will be on the left.

{ii. X Brigade 2nd. Canadian Division will be on the pight.

%. The RED Line will be canaolidatad.punﬁingrfurthﬂr'ordera.
4, ARTILLERY. 3% 01 Wt W it

5, Tanks., 14 Tanks of the 2nd Tank Battalion are available,
and will be placed at the disposal of the 3.0.C.-2nd. Aust.
Inf. Bde. for Phase A.

For Phage B these Tanks will be distributed between
the 2nd and 3rd Aust. Inf. Bdea, by direct arrangements
with Tank Battalion Commander. ‘

8. 6% 23448 FOEE

7 A report centre for both attacking Brigaedes will be
estebl ighod at Square W.9.¢.0.0. (GTLLAUCOURT Station).

8. As the Operetions are 1o conform to that of the 2nd.
Cenadian Division the closest lialson will be maintained
between tie 2nd Aust. Inf. Bde. and the 1eft Brigade of

the 2nd. Canadlan Divmn.
g, ACKWOWLEDGE.

(sgd) A.M. ROSS,
Lieut.~Colonel,
Gener staff.
1at Australian Division.

DISTRIBUTION

Ku

ond Tank Bn.
33636
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. APPENDIX. 7/ 9.5
e REPORT OF OPERATTIONS
7 of
| 17th. (Armoured Car) Tenk Bettalion.
8th. Auzust 1918.

Ref. Map 62 D. 1/40,000

PLAN OF ACTION.

18 Cars of the 17th. Armoured Car Battalion Tank Corps
were attached to the Australian Corps, 12 Cars being allotted to
1, the B5th, Australisn Division and 4 retained in Corps Reserve., o
{{» Tanks from the 5th. Tenk Brigade were attached for towing purposes,
| it being found by experiment the previocus day that the Armoured Cars
could be towed successfully by Tanks over trenches and shelled ground.
The 12 Cars allotted to the &Sth. Division were to explolt
ajy bresk through which might occur, doing as much demage as possible
to the enemy's persommel, transport, communicatlons etc. '
it 16 4 Oars in Corps reserve were allotted a special
T/ reconnoitring Mission in advence of the final objective.

ARRATTIVE.

At Zero, the Cars were brought up as far as the roads
: would permit, and weited while the Australisn Pioneersg made the roads
up to the enemy's lines, where the towlng Tenks joined them., The
road wes passable at Zero + 35 hours, when the Cars, essisted by
towing Tanks moved on through WARFUSEE Village. The pace was very
slow because the gun fire of our heavy Artillery covered the road
| and had also thrown several large trees and branches across it. The
lighter branches were Bleared by the Crews with axes and the heavy
‘ tree trunks were towed clear by the Towing Tanks,
3 In square Q.27. the Armoured Cars passed our Infantry and
ren through the light Artillery barrage, firing at retiring enemy on
"both sides of the road. They arrived in the valley in Q.29 & T58&
before the attacking Infantry, end had good targets at troops of all
gsorts in the valley, the shooting causing numbers to leave thelr
poeitions.
The Railway Dump at LA FLAQUE was next engaged and then
- | the Cars passed on to the valley in R.29 & 34, two Kilos West of
\ FOUCACOURT, when six Cars were lined up in the road shooting down
] the valley at all sorts of troops. The main road to FOUCACOURI
became blocked by transport which, teking alarm at the sight of
Armoured Cars, collided and blocked the road.
The QOars then turned off the main road, some towards
FRAUERVILLE and others through PROYART end on to CHUIGNOLLES. AL
PROYART, they found enemy troops at dinner in billebls and completely

> e oleared the town. In passing on, one of the Cars p&rsued a lorry
\ full of troops, overhauled it and accounted for most -of them. After
J proceeding to CHUIGNOLLES vie ORoss Roads in L34, the Cars returned

and found numbers®of stragglers retiring before our Infantry, coming
towards PROYART,who walked right up to the Cars. The Cars then
patrolled the Ares up to oint where the roads were blocked by

fallen transport, until dusk.
puring the dey the Armoured Cars fired 26,880 rounds at

targets from 50 yards and upwards.

/ DEDUCTIONS.

- — \ X = PR G — . ol

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO12585



— e — e —_
-

s " ENDIX 7 392
935 o . T ‘\‘,"*?ﬁ. ;;:iz:;hmﬁé j@
DEDUOTIONS o P M{/’ b . ﬁ, e

CD The Armoured Carsgupset the enemy's defencesyfin front of
our attacking Infantry fr gquare Q.27, on.a front from FRAMERVILLE
to CHUIGNOLLES and dominated the Area with their fire as far forward
as R.30, until dusk, when they withdrew lc?qaing only one Car damaged
by shell fire, They entirely prevented any local counter-attack and
back meny prisoners from Areas not reached by our Infantry.
)[‘_'_’,.:—; Tt was possible to make a definite raﬁﬂnn&iﬂsaz_ma of the
W% a well forward of the line held by our troops. This information

- v sent back by Pigeon and DeRo
: w - ap}%_é operations gf the Armoured Cars were limited by the
—unsulitebility of the chassis on which the Cars are mounted. No less
then 7 out of 168 were at variousg times out of action from mechenical
trouble which would not have occurred with a sultablecchassis.
Tnitiative and scope were considerably restricted bDecesuse the chagsls
could not be relied upon in doubtful positions.
alty 16 WS The outstanding feature of the operations 1s, that by
working Armoured Cars with Tanks, they need not be confined to the
roads, nor are they stopped by obstacles. Armoured Cars can be
towed so that the wheels follow the Tenk tracks over almost any

r obgtacle.

kgl The enemy can only stop his roads to & limited depth, and
when thet area has been penetrated, 1t would be possible to put a
force of Armoured Cars on the roads behind his lines wh:}sh will do
a great deal to hinder his operations at a eritical period.

Tn the Field. 2 Ek | Lisut-Colonel.
11lth.August 1918. Commanding, 174h. (Armoured Car) Tenk Battalion.

>
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o APPENDIX x

BATTLE HISTORY SHEET No. 1 SECTION. "A" COMPANY.

Ref. Sheets AMIENS 17 1/100,000
FRANCE 624 1/40,000

I received orders from 0.C. "A" Company at 10 a.m. %0 proceed
with my section along the VILLERS BRETONNEUX Road to FOUCACOURT, |
there to deal with whatever personnel, transport, signals etec.,
theremight be; then to proceed N.W. to CHUIGNES, CHUIGNOLLES, MERICOURT
MORCOURT and back to Main road.

On the way I dealt with verious parties of the enemy on
both sides of the road, those too near the guns being killed or
wounded by revolver shots from my drivers, my sergeant or myself.

We arrived 1 kilo W. of FOUCACOURT at 10.30 a.m. Suddenly
from the second class road running S to HERLEVILLE there appeared
geveral horsemen followed by four limbers. These were all put out
of action - all the men being killed. I then noticed that the
road in front was blocked and that the two cars in front of me were
returning so I did the dame. My rear driver then pointed out four
large lorries which had been following us up; the drivers of these
we killed and we fired several shots into each radiator. As 1
passed the last lorry, a large touring car appeared, 1its two
occupants at once jumped out and the car crashed into a telegraph
pole. I killed the two men.

Owing to the road bloek 1 kilo. W of FOUCACOURT I was unable
to return as ordered, so came back by themaln road.

On returning to Company Headquarters I was given orders to
procead along towards FOUCACOURT and reconnoitre the country to the
South with regard to the enemy's forces, trenches, wire, crops, roads,
etec. On arriving at the junction of the main road with the
PROYART-RAINECOURT Road, I was fired at three times by a gun, whether
an snti-tank or field gun I do not know. I turned down to RAINECOURT
and HERLEVILLE and found both places fairly strohgly held by machine
gunners who kept quiet until I passed and then opened heavy fire.

A field gun also opened up on ms. I then decided totry the route
HARBONNIERES-LIHONS-VERMANDOVILLERS and went to HARBONNIERES by the
main road. I got as far as W.12.4.5.0. and found the road blocked by
a large steam wagon drawn across the road. I then met some men

of the 59th Australian Infsntry who told me they were held up by

M.G, fire from X.1l3.c.0.6. I attempted to find a track leading to
this point but found it impracticable, =0 sent a pigeon measage

with all thies information.

Enemy infantry could be seen digging in on crest S of my
position. I fired on them rud also on a ¢ar moving S,E. down track
'lt w-13-&-2-0- :

I then returned to Company Headquarters and stood by until
orders were received to return to Battalion Headgquarters.

(Sgd) J.T. YEOMAN Lieut.
0.C. No. 1 Section
8/8/18. 17th Armoured Car Battalion.
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At Zero plus 15 minutes I left starting point with my 2
cars and moved through VILLERS BRETONNEUX. owing to mist and bad
1ight one car (2-2) was ditched in a shell hole, the front axle
being damaged. This car I left in charge of Sergt. DAY, proceeding
with Car 2.1 to point arranged for meeting Towing Tanks.

My ocar followkd behind the barrage to WARFUSEE and was towed
through bad places by the Tank.

On resching outskirts of LAMOTTE we found it necessary to
wait for the barrage to move forward. At 9.30 a.m. the barrage
1ifted snd I proceeded along the road towards FOUCACOURT but was
delayed by trees on road about 500 yards E of LAMOTTE. We were able
to remove these.

From this point onward the road was clear and the surface very
good and I was able to get well ahead of oup Infantry. The enemy
were in position on a line roughly shuares 24-30-36 and in considerable
strength with several M,G's. On seeing Armoured Cars approaching
the enemy became panic-stricken and began to retire in great disorder,

offering splendid targets to the gunners who did particularly
good shooting. Large numbers of troops and transport were caught
in a large dump and reilhead (Squares 25-26) while trying to get
away. This included a whole train. ,

At eross roads (R.26.4) I turned left in company with car 4.1
and proceeded %o PROYART with the enemy gtill retiring in disorder
and providing exceptional targets, especially his lorries and horse
transport amongst which great casualties were inflicted.

Large numbers of hostile troops were caught in PROYART and
in 15 minutes the whole of the village was cleared.

I then returned to FOUCACOURT Road and pushed forward towards
that village. More enemy troops and transport were engaged in
Valley (R.29-34). A heavy fire was maintained and road was blocked
with smasked lorries snd horse transport, making it impossible to
get through into FOUCACOUR? Village, so 1 returned to eross roads at
Q.20.4 and sent back a message by pigeon at 11.23 a.m. jere 1
received orders to report to Company Headqusriers.

At Company Headquarjp I received orders to take Car 4/2 ( undar
sergt. SHARPES) along whth my/(2/1) and patrol roads through
PROY ART-CHUIGNOLLES and in & N.E. direction. Io enemy were seen
until I reeched ecross roads on PROYART-BRAY Road, where & lorry full
of troops also several groups were gstanding on the road and unawere
of the nearnecs of Armoured Cars, until we were within 200 vards of
them. The lorry cet off at top speed, my two cars gave chase and
soon overhauled snd sccounted for all on it. The lorry was put out
of action by shots fired into the radiator.

T patrolled road in CHUIGNOLLES where numbers of the enemy
were seen. . These took cover on seeing Armoured Cars. I then
returned to PROYART-BRAY Road and proceeded in the direction of BRAY
as far as forked roads (L.34.d4).

My cars came under heavy M.G, fire from some 0ld trenches to
the E of this road, these trenches appeared to be strongly held. Both
cars brought all guns to bear on the M.Gs which were on the parapet,
distance about 350 yards, and two guns were seen %o be hit by our
fire.

The BRAY-CHUIGNOLLES Road was also patrolled for a ghort
distance, and numbers of enemy troops engaged, but these soon took cover.

I considered it advisable at this point to return and sent back
information. A message was sent by pigeon from Cross Roads Q.30.d
ﬂt 2.15 Pellle

I returned with my two cars at 2.45 p.m. to Battallon Headquartem

puring the whole of the action no shell fire was encountered.

(sgd) A.C. WOOD Lieut.
3/3/13- 0.0, No. 2 Section.
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BATTLE HISTORY SHEET No.d Section.

on receipt of orders I proceeded from Adv. Bn. Heasdquarters
gt 9.15 a.m. to proceed in direction of FOUCACOURT on main road.
Caught up our infantry at forked roads Q.27.c at 9.45 a.m. approx.

The Section then proceeded along road engaging enemy infantry
with good resultes at 9.55 a.m. _

Congiderable numbers of enemy were in R.E., dump at LA FLAQUE
and were engaged. A train loaded up and ready to move was engaged
and put out of action, by the sections in viecinity.

At R.28.4.5.3 car was hit in radiator by enemy shell, this also
damaged steering arm and two front tyres.

Gun was engaged and put out of action temporarily, the gunm
came into asction again and was engaged, but shell from gun put car
in diteh; due to steering locking, this occured at 10.30 a.m. 3{2
was partly disasbled owing to shell striking right rear wheel. This car
was then returned to Tank Engineer, engaging enemy on return Jjourney.

At 10.20 a.m. enemy retiring in complete disorder to S.W.
in direction of RAINECOURT.

On S. side of road telephone or telegraph jole line was standing
there were several green and yellow wires on same; these I proceeded
to destroy with gun cotton charges at 10.30 a.m. The reason for
using charges was the close proximity of enemy.

1 then sent pigeon message to Corps at 10.35 a.m. and a covering
message at 10.50 a.m.

Car waes then towed back to Adv. Company H.Q. engsaging enemy on
return Jjourney. .

10 prisoners were collected at R.27.4.5.3 approx. Car was then
towed back to Battalion H.Q.

Our infantry were consolidating on Bluwe Line when we returned.

No tanks were in advance of Blue Line.

(sgd) C.A. BLENCOWE Lieut
3/3/13' 0.C. No.é Section.
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BATTLE HISTORY SHEET No. 4 Section.

At about 10.10 a.m I passed the Advanced Infantry troops and
Tanks on the main road Q.28.4.3.3. and advanced towards FOUCACOURT.
Enemy M. G's were opened and dealt with on both sides of the road
in squares R.29.c and d. also a small Trench Mortar. The enemy at
our approach retreated down the road in disorder, affording
excellent targets. Followed by 1 car of No. 2 Section (Lieut A.C.
WO0D) I turned off towards PROYART at R.26.d4.9.8 at 10.20 a.m. Thie
road was good and the enemy had been billeted on either side and
was completely unprepared.

Severe casualties were inflicted on groups and on parties who
were sitting in the houses and whom we fired on through the windows.
My Red, White and Blue flag was lowered and the vast majority did
not realise we were British until they were fired on. Turning to
the Left at the village we returned towards the main road and
inflicted great dsmage on a Park of Horse limbers on the right side
of the road, and also on groups of retiring troops. our troops
were not in sight, but the main body of Armoured Cars in the main
road had demorsalized the enemy.

On reaching the main rosd R.25.¢.0.3 I turned to the Left and
proceeded towards FOUCACOURT followed by 1 car of No. 2 section and
No. 1 Section.

The enemy was retreating in disorder and great losses
inflicted.

Mucli horse transport was encountered in vicinity R.28.d. and
in cutting R.29.4.2.8. and great damage caused by our guns.

The road beyond R.30.8.1.3 was congested with enemy lorries
and transport of all description, so after firing several hundred
rounds of S.A.A. into the mass we retired, leaving the road badly
blocked at 11.40 a.m. . ‘

Wires were destroyed at R.27.4.3.3. at 11.50 a.m.

All roads in the foxward area were in @good condition and
there was very little hostile shell fire.

{sgd) N.C. WOODS Lieut
8/8/18. 0.C., No. 4 Seetion.

— - o
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| _ No. 5 Section,
BATTLE __ HISTORY  SHEET. 3

- I proceeded with my two Cars &long the VILLERS-BRETONNEUX -
POUCLAUCCOURT Rd. at 10.10 & ..m. I passed groups: of our men on the

Green Line. I came into contact with M.Gs. and riflemen at Q.29.c.
(1/40,000. 62.D.) (No.3 Section was behind me). We kept up & steady
fire and the enemy left his posltion in great disorder. We hed very
fine targets when I reached the Cross Roads R.27. .l.4, I engaged two
trains buslly engaged loading timber. I have goad reason to believe

I set fire to one train. Large columns of. smoke were observed. Thils
we s subseguently confirmed by the Infantry.

i

s Proceeding further along the road I engaged some limbers,
thegse I dispersed, and gave chase to a fleld plece (mounted on a lorry)
After 700 yards chase, I got within 150 yards and engaged the personnel
My Car 4910% was struck by a shell, damaging its turrets., I then
received & direct hit on my Car 49110, bursting the engine and setting
it on fire. The Crew evacuated same, and I despatched a pigeon
message at 10.30 a.m. to this effect. With one Car I tried.to get
through vie FRAMERVILLE, bub found the road blocked up - Limbers,

dead horses etce This I found out to be tThe work of an Armoured Cer.
Later (1.10 p.m.) I agailn tried to get through on the VILLERS
BRETONNEUX Road I came across my demaged Car and salved my guns.
Whilst doing so the field gun opened fire again from Q.2%9.c.l.4 T
retired and reported s&ne. I recelved 1instructions to stand by and
give any assistance 1 could to the Infantry. I patrolled the rosd
while consolidation took place on the Blue Line and at 5 p.m.

I received orders to return to rallying point. .

! (Sgd) A.J. KENYON. 2/1rieut.
; .8/8/18. ' 0.C. No. 5 Section.

-
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- | Roth gars proceeded via VILLERS BRETONNEUX and WARFUSEE in
 gompany with Nos. 7 and @ Sections. Owing to our own Artillery .
‘barrage on Mein Road the Cars were held up E. of LAMOTTE for % of an
- hour.

The Section then went forward and got in touch with the
enemy Infantry who were retiring in disorder (Ref.HARBONNIERES
1/40,000) 2t Q.29.c.  Numerous casualties were inflieted on them
and fire was kept up 211 the way into FRAMERVILLE. In this village
the enemy Were completely taken by surprise and did not seem to
realize the ears were not their own. The Main Street through the
village 1s very nerrow and & large quantity of horse transport was

o destroyed by our guns. On passing the crose roaeds in the village
' artillery limbers (without guns) were encountered-and three teams
destroyed. Owing to the narrowness of the street it was Impossible
to pass the teams - and limbers which blocked the road..

The Sectlion then returned firing on the reireating
Infantry until the LANOTTE-FOUCABCCURT Road was reached.

y : Subsequent orders were received to proceed to FOQUCAUCOURT
¢« in compény with Hos. 7 and 8 Sectlons, buta gun was encountered

mounted on & lorry at (Ref. HARBONNIERES 1/40,000) R.28.d4.5.3 and
the Sectlon was foreed tﬂ'withdrﬁw.

Orders were then recelvedto make & reconnalissance, in
company with No.8 Section, of Area between VAUVILLERS end LIHOKS.

Section proceeded vie HARBONNIERES, bub roads were found
" impassable.

An attempt was then made to get through by tracks to
VAUVILLERS, but these were £lso found lupasseble for the cars.

The Section then returned to H.Q- 2% miles W. of VILLERS
BRETQNNEUX . +

No prisoners were taken by this Seckbilon.

8/8/18 (Sgd) D.W. HERD. 2/Tieut.
o - 0.0, O« 6 SEE’tiDI‘l.

Vi
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! No. 7 Section.
: | BATTIE HISTORY SHEERT. .
¢ y
-~ The Section proceeded vis VILLERS-BRETOIMIEUX and WARFUSEE-

ABANCOURT in touch with' Nos. 6 and 8 Sectlions.

: | The column was held up on the E. of LAMOTTE for I of an
hour owing to our own Artillery barrage being on the Main Road.

The Section then pushed forward and got in touch with
enemy infantry retiring in disorder (Ref . HARBOHEI?RES 1/40,000) at
Q290 Fire was opened immediately end numerous casuglties
inflicted. Fire wes kept up all along the main road as far és
R.28.c. Cross ‘Roads\. The road was patrolled as ordered and meny
3 enemy stragglers were accounted for. The enemy a&ppeered to be
completely teken by surprise and did not seem to realise that the
gers were Britlshe. &t R.26.d.5.%5« we fourid 8n enemy motor car on
the side of the road and personnel in a diteh. The personnel
surrendered and as the car was in good condition 1t was taken in tow
by No.l Cer an under officer of ihe personnel riding in it. About
10 other enemy ranks surrendered and were handed over to the
Austrailiens. The Section then returned to B.H.¢. with infarmation.
. Orders were received (12.15 pm) from the C.0. to proceed to No. 6
Section and push as far forwerd é&s possible on the FOUCAUCOURT
Rosad. More parties of the enemy were encountered and disposed oy
At & point about R.26.c.5.3., 8n enemy scldier rushed out of a.dug_
out with & peper &ard surrendered. The paper stated that there
were 17 men without arms desirous of being taken prisoners. The
men fell in under one who could speek English and merched down tO
the Australdns.

The Section moved forward to R.28.c.1l.3 when an enemy
77 m.m gun mounted on & lorry wes seen at Re28.3.5.3. The gun
opered fire and one shell burst under Nos.l ear. The Car stopped
sfter running back for a few .yards and the Car wes abandoned,
but T subsequently returned and s&lved 1t.

No.2 Car carried on patrolling roéds in front of the
ultimete objective reached by Infantry until 5.26.p.m1_whﬁn it
proceeded to B.H.Q., 2% miles W. of VILLERS BRETONIEUX.

| _ (Sgd) W. JAMES. 2/Iisut.
‘ 8f8/18. A 0.C.; No.7 Section.
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I received orders to proceed to FRAMERVILL find out any
ugseful informetion I could and do as much dameg@e as’ possible, ther go
. on to VAUVILLERS, do the same there, and 8lso N.E. gside of BHARBONNIERES

ILeaving lying uppoint at P.25.¥. I proceeded up the Main Rosad
end when 1n the vieinity of Q.25.d. we c2&me in touch with large numbers
of the enemy on both sides of the road, these safforded excellent targets
as they got up out of their trenches etc., &nd ran along the open ground,
thus giving us & chance to do our job pProperly, which we dld. This
continued along tlhie road including Hospitals ete. till we turned down the
road for FRANERVILLE. Here we agailn had them absolutely by surprise,
we ralded all round the village 1lncluding the German CORPS E.Q. where
I hoisted the 5th &ustralian Corps Flag.

& very large quantlty of enemy transport was shattered, Drivers
killed and horses in many cases, alsoc bullocks, the remainder dashed
up and down the road madly colllding with each other and blocking the
road . Thic could not be avolded, though 2s many as possible were
killed clear of the ma&ain road. |

After moprping vp all we could find I searched every rcad, track
and fiedd to {ry and get to VAUVILLERS but ecould not do so, so I
returned to the centre of the village again, and was just in time to greet
4 Staff officers who rode tip to the H.q., these were killed, one
being dragged away by the stirrups till the horse fell. By this time
a good crowd of the enemy had 2lso come up from theilr dugouts etc. and
we -again cleared the village. I then came back on VILIERS BRETONNEUX
road going @own &s far as Q.2 where I met 6 Section, they informed me
we were to patrol the roeds as far as FONCAVCOURT énd the village and
see whaet we could do, I did this, end had proceeded some distance, when
the Cars cere under short range gun fire, some of the cars having a
narrow escépe, the leading cars deemed it edvigable to return a little,
so I went back in reverse to R.27.c. thenhalted, heving & look round
presently a German came out of & dugout close by cerrying some pigeons.
My Driver killed this me&n and we brought back the pigeons in the gar.

I then ceme on down the me&in road to the Hospitel and had &nother short
stay, also going down some of the tracks ete. to try ang get along

. to VAUVILLEES. Finally I decided to mAke @nother raid on FRAMERVILLE
and proceceded up the road to about R.25.c. when 2 Germen Car came up
with the Driver and three (Qfficers. Cne Armoured (ar passed them without
apparently firing & shot, but when my Cars ceme up to them they jumped
out of their Car and bolted, and we opened fire on them. T intended
bringing the car back with me when returning, but discovered on arrivel
there it had gone, another sectlion having teken it. '

Iarge numbers of prisoners surrendered to us and I brought two
good batches down to the Australian's line who took them over.

Nearly every German we saw waited till we were close up till they
discovered who we were, they were absolutely dazed. Men rumning from
the Infantry came right up, in some cases asg near as 50 yards before
they realised what was happeninge. It was real murder.

Absolutely no Artillery from either side, it is by far the finest
fighting dey I have yet had. iTELT

About 2.50 p.m. I received instructions to proceed to LIBONS
and find out any informetion abouk enemy Preparations or defences.

I wes unable to reach thls place although I tried every possible
route. I arrived in HARBONNIERES quite easy and just through the
town when on the mein road, & Germen Steam Wagon was completely
blocking it. I then trled the small tracks etc. with ag 1ittle guccess
finally T returned about 5.15 p.m. and waited instructions, afterwards :
returning to lying up point.

_ | (Sgd) E.J. ROLLINGS Lieut.
9/8/18 0.C. No. 8 Section.
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P2 SEPORT ON ACTION OF THREE: TANKS ATTACEED TO

17+h ARMOURED CAR BATTALION. '

L -

The 3 tenks were located at AUBIGNY on Y/Z night. During
the night we loaded fascines end bridges on top.

' At Zero hour the Tanks left AUBIGNY and proceeded to 0.23.d.
e errived there at Z plus 1 hour. There the spare patrol was put in
the Tenks and the march resumed towards P.25.d. One of the Tanks
nad trouble with i1ts petrol feed system and hed toc be left at O'ES'dE
1 arrived at P.25.4. at 2 plus 2 hrs. with 2 Terks. The last part o
the mérch was slow, owing to the thick smoke screen and miste.,

necessitating the teking of Compass bearings.

I reported to 0.C. "A" Goy 8t F.25.d, and detailed &, Tenk
under 2/Lt. FRANKENSTEIN 1O proceed with "A" Coy.

This Tanlr proceeded with "4" Coy up to about Q.28.d. It was
nsed for towling some Armoured Cars W. of WARFUSEE and also for
removing trees whiech were lying eacross the road Ee of WARFUSEE.

0.C., "A" Coy., states that this Tenk was of the greatest
use, .end that 1t shortened the time spent in getting the Cars along,

by about 2 hours opmore .

1 8= d
bout Z plus 27 hours 1 reported to 0.C. "B" Coy. an
detalled ﬁiﬂ remalning T;nk under Lieut. JONES to proceed with "B" Coy.

nis Tank went with the Armoured Cars as fap as G.28.d.
0.G., "B" gny. states that this Tank although not used for towing,
was éf the greatest use in removing trees and obstructions, &nd
that the Armoured Cars would orobably have been ungble to proceed

without the help of the Tanks.

| ) D, 1/40,000 (Sgd) E.A. MAUDE Ceptaln.
f Ref » Sheet 62.D. 1/40,0 AT e Lo
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