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SHECRET.
INTELLIGENCE REPORT. No. 457. ISMAILIA. February 9th 1916
==BE =======================I==I===:=3=======l=l==========================é‘
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Source of
Intelligence. INTELLIGENCE. REMARKS.
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AGENT Agent left Ismailia on the 31st Jan.

ISMAILIA HAWAWISH 318t Jan. Nothing to report,
SOUTH OF BIR EL MAGRIBRA lst Feb., He passed the fresh
tracks of a patrol of 4 camelmen and saw the old tracks
of 80 camels and 13 horses coming from the south and gnﬂf
towards KATIA. 1

BIR EL JAMEIL 2nd inst. 1, 0ld well; 1 new one,

BIR_EL KASSEIBA 7rd. Two new wells have been dug.
BIR MOSEIFIC. 3 new wells,

BIR EL GERERAT. 3 new wells, }
Agent heard that :-

(1) There were 3 new wells at Bir =21 Mazar.

(2) According to contract the railway had to
reacn Auja by the 19th inst.

(3) Kress Bey with several Germans and five
Augtrians on horses had made a tour of
ingpection from Hassana to Rodh Salem through!
Rigal el Khalla and Mageibra to Katia El Arish.
(NOTE. the tracks seen by Agent at Mageibra were
probably those cof the abpve patrol. A.W.J.B.)

EL FAGIRA in wadl El Arish on the 4th, Agent saw 5

tents and 50 men, and one mule for fetching water.
EL ARISH 4th inst. He saw 100 tents, very scattered ,
im hollows between the dunes south of the town and
west of the wadi; many dug outs each capable of
holding 4 or 5 men, but estimates the total garrison
at only 800-900, There are 3 guns in emplacements
west of the wadi opposite Nekhl Abu Sagal and near
the palm grove, Also 4 guns in trenches soutl of the
town, between the town and the trcops.

He saw about 30 Mules; 40 horses: 70 transport
and 50 riding cameds in tsecamp.

While at Arish he saw 15 camels losded with boxes
ang 30 with sacks arrive from KHan Yunis and unload
in the camp. Agent spent the night at Bir el Masaid

and returned via Bir El Jameil and Mageibra seein
nothing woeth reporting. . :
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SECRET.
INTELLIFENCE REPORT. No.458. ISMAILIA, February 10th 1916 ,
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Source of :
Intelligence. INTELLIGENCE. REMARKS. |

INTELLIGENCE Agent having had instructions to report on Bir Saba |

OFFICER reached there on the 26th ult and stayed 5 days in .
KANTARA. the town, He could not estimate the number of troops
Ge2. 16, there but there must be about 4,000 tents.

The day after he arrived 2,000 Arabs of Azbain
Bl Sherif came in from MECCA. Large number of mules |
were arriving every day also. |
There had been a bad wash-out where the railway
crossed Wadi SHEPIA and now the trains do not come ;
into Saba, Before arriving he had heard there were 1
. 5 aeroplanes at SABA, but he found that this was not é

true and that there was only one. This one he saw fliyi

It flew very badly and in landing pitched over on

one side breaking its right wing. A
| He did not see them, but he hegrd there were store
~ ed in Saba four big guns - so large that a man might |

get into them. The projectile stood about one metre

high on the ground. |

He says that in one of the recent floods about
400 Turks were drownéd in the wadi in one night.

He left Saba and reached WL, SHELLAL on the 31st
uit. Here he found that a pump had been put up, Y
worked by an o0il engine. 1Two reservoirs had been buil
eacih about 20 feet square and 9 10 ft.deep. They
had largely been dug out of the rock, but the walls
projecting above the ground were built of stone and
ortare.

On® reservoir had & pipes leading out of it each with
a 20ck at the end so that the water could be turned
on or off. <

From Shellal he went to KHAN YUNIS 1lst Feb.
there he thought there were about 300 scldéers.

From there he went to ®I, Arish 3rd inst. where
he stayed two days, The first day he was there 500
soldiers arrived, (8yrians) and each day 300 - 400
camels came in bringing pumps, barley, flour and food-
stuffs gernerally.

From EL Arish he came into Kantara arriving 8th
inste On the way in he counted 8 wells at Bir el
Mazar - 6 at Moseifig - 24 at Bir el Abd and a rest |
of 52 men - 6 at Bir el Arédhh - 8 at El Kharbi.(Kharbag
The last post he passed was at Um Ugba where there were
50 men, some were camelmen, but their camels were in
very bad condition. (This is an untzied Agent and too

~clever perhaps for much reliance to be placed on his
statement.W.F,.S.)

NOTE. (The plane seen at Bir Saba is probably one of
the French seaplanes which has been repaired, A.W.J.B.)
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