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ARNUSSI | December ist. Patrol to HILL 255 despatched at 0800. Bscawt of one troop sent with G.0.C. 42nd. Divis- Ty
ion to GERERAT. Escort of one troop from GERERAT to HILL 133 :uﬁpliud by 8quadron at Akl
GERERAT. Patrol of one officer and 8 other ranks reconnoitred the countyy between GERERAT
and BIR-EL-MAZAR to find best route for ration camels.

" i 2nd. Daily Patrol to HILL 255 despatched at 0900. Escort of one troop sent with Brigadier to
GERERAT. Party of officers with escort reconnoitred country to North of GERERAT to find
best route for Camel Transport. |
Two officers with escort of one troop reconnoitred the country between ARNUSSI and GERERAT
to find most suitable route to move Brigade with Transport.

oy " 3rd. Daily Patedl to HILL 255 despatched at 0830.

Escort of one troop sent with Brigadier to GERERAT.
Water at GERERAT being at present only sufficient to water 2 Regiments, decided to send
one Regiment to NEW WELLS approximately 3 miles North West of GERERAT.

. . 4th. ist. A.L.H.Brigade, less 18t.L.H.Regt., left BIR ARNUSSI at 1030 and marched to BIR-EL- Appx.}l-.‘l’.
GERERAT. ' o %
ist.L.H.Regt. left BIR ARNUSSI at 1100 and marched to NEW WELLS, which are 3 miles, 700 ydllc
on a bearing of 281' true from BIR-EL-GERERAT.

Brigadier selected Outpost Line which he divided into Northern and Southern Sectors, divid-
ing line running East and West.through BIR-EL-GERERAT.
j Northern Sector to be held by 3rd.L.H.Rezt., Southern Sector by 2nd.L.H.Regt. The Outpost
| line to be patrolled every hour between picquets and patrols, to be sent once by day and
| once by night to ARNMUSSI and to EL MAADAN(peint 133), i1st.L.H.Regt. to send patrols by day
t and night from NEW WELLS to BIR-EL-GERERAT.
GERERAT ” 51;]:1. ,Patrols of one troop each to ppint 2 miles East of ABU ARTAA and to EL AABASH (point 304)
_ were despatched at 0815. - .
Special Patrol of one troop under two officers with detachment of Field Engineers ( taking |
Norton Tube Set) attached left GERERAT at 1750 for WADI EL ARISH. This party is to get to
a point waere the WADI is wide but South of BIR LAHFAN and test the centre of the WADI for .
| | water.
| L y _ e i
| 2449 Wt Wige57/Moo 750,000 1/16 J.B.C. & A. Forms/C.2118/12. """é/-’ of %ﬂ‘ .t; f
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Docajnblr 6th. Patrols of onextroop each to two miles East of ABU ARTAA and to EL AABASH were despatched at

o —

_Appendices

0830.

Special Patrol of one troop to WADI EL ARISH returned to GERERAT at 1500. The test for water
wmx was unsatisfactory, the ground being too hard for the drills to penetrate.

Brigadier, accompanied by Divisional Staff Officers, and escorted by one troop, left GERERAT
at 0845 and proceeded to RAS<EL- , 8 miles South of WANI EL ARISH.

A party of 3 scouts and 6 camels was captured at RAS-EL-AHMAR. Brigadier returned to
GERERAT at 1930.

Patrol of one troop to two miles East of ABU ARTAA, despatched at 0910.
Patrol of one troop to EL AABASH despatched at 0900.

Brigadier conferred with the G.0.C. Railway Construetion escort and G.0.C. N.Z.M.R. Bde. as
to action to be taken in case of attack.
Patrols of one troop each despatched as follows:-

Te EL at 0900.

To ABU ARTAA and North to EL ARISH Road at 0920.
Brigadier accompanied water prospecting party working tlhe country to 8 miles East of GERERAT,
under escort and protection of three troops. Country was prospected as far as EL AABASH.
Norton Tube sunk in two most likely looking spots to a depth of 24 feet, but without any succes.

Daily Patrols of one troop each despatched at 08300 as follows :=
: To ABU ARTAA and thence to EL ARISH Road.
To EL AABASH at 0830.

Tested for water at spot three miles from GERERAT on a bearing of 75 degrees.
Tube 28 feet but withéut success.

Drove Norton
Daily Patrols of one troop each were despatched as follows:=-

To ABU ARTAA, then East to UM ZUGHLA at 0900

To EL AABASH at 0830.

Patrolx to UM ZUGHLA reported fair going for transport from ABU ARTAA to UM ZUGHLA? but very
difficult from GERERAT to ABU ARTAA.

Tested for water at spot 14 miles West of EL MURRA, drove Norton Tube
any sign of water.

1577 Wt.Wio791/1773 500,000 1/15 D.D. & L.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or

Summarics aro contained in F. 8. Regs., Part I1 INFETLIGENCE _SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages |
will be prepared in manuscript. (Brase heading wmol required.)
T | T ST T - Kemarks and
Place Date ki Summary of Events and Information reflerences to

| | | immndinﬂs

GERERAT December 10th. The locality previously referred to as NEW WELLS has been officially named BIR PARRAMATTA.
L .

—— = Lees o= e — £ = ot W e, pe =L e —

» . 11th. Daily patrols of one troop each were despatched as follows :-
To ABU ARTAA, then North to EL ARISH Road at 0900.
To EL AABASH at 0800.
VWater Reconnaissance :- At point 24 miles from HILL 133 on bearing of 115 degrees, water was !
struck at 7 and 9 feet but is not suitable for horses.
At Point I in GHURFAN-EL-GIMAL water was struck at 11 feet. If de-
;nlog:d this will water at least one Brigade. This water is suitable
or horses. .

" ® 12th. Daily patrols of one troop each were despatched as follows:=-

To ABU ARTAA, then North to EL ARISH Road at 0800

To EL AABASH at 0730
Brigadier, accompanied by escort of one troop, met G.0.C. Desert Column, at Railhead and
examined the country to the East of HILL 133.

. - 13th. Daily patrols of one troop each were despatched as follows:~-

To ABU ARTAA, then East to UM ZUGHLA at 0815.

To EL AABASH at 0900.
Field troop =£ under escort of one troop further prospected the country in vicinity of
GHURFAN EL GIMAL for water. Drove ten holes and obtained water at depths varying from 7 to | Appx.
15 feet. The water from 6 of these spots suitable for horses, supply good. LXI.
One Senior Officer, Engineer Officer, Subaltern and full troop with detail of engineers left | i« lia)
GERERAT at 2300 to prospect for water in WADI EL ARISH North of BIR LAHFAN.

. " 144)1. Deily patrols of one troop each were despatched as follows:-
To ABU ARTAA, then North to EL ARISH Road at 0830.
To EL AABASH AT 0815.
Brigadier attended Field Day carried out by troops of the Desert Column not employed in front
line.
Water prospecting party to WADI EL ARISH found 4 wells containing good water 8 feet from the
surface. This party reached WADI at 0610 and left at 0725, arriving at GERERAT at 1530.
Five Bedouins and 2 Turkish soldiers were captured. - |
1577 Wt.Wro791/1773 500000 1/15 D.D.& L. AD.SS./Forms/C. 2118. y . ,ia;' ? 2 o L
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Gmﬂ_TwPuuﬁ‘:bariﬁﬁh. Bnily p..t.rnll_uf_onu troop each were despatched as follows: =

" ®| 16th.
. " 17th,
" " 18th.,
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To ABU ARTAA, then North $o EL ARISH Road at 0845.
To HEL AABASH at 0800.

Two troops to GHURFAN EL GIMAL as escort and protection to wedl digging parties from 52nd Divp.

G.0'3.C. Desert Column and ANZAC Mounted Division visited BIR=-EL-GERERAT and inspected the
Camp of thia Brigade.

ist.A,L.H.Regt. moved from BIR PARRAMATTA to GHURFAN EL GIMAL to take up position covering the
Wells at that place and to connect with right of 127th. Brigade. Move completed at 1330.

Patrols of one troop each were despatched as follows :-

To gg ZUGHLA as escort to G.S8.0.I, A. & N.Z. Mounted pivision, and other officers

at 0845.

To EL AABASH at 0830.
One Squadron was provided by Regiment at GHURFAN EL GIMAL as escort and protection to well
digging parties East of that locality.
Reconnaissance of region of KHIRBET EL ASHUSH to find good landing ground for aeroplanes was
carried out by one troop. Good landing grounds were discovered in Bay above B. in BARDAWIL
and East from EL in SABKHET-EL-BARDAWIL. Vest s£ from this the Sabkhet is too wet and un-
suitable.

Daily patrols of one troop each were despatched as follows:=-
To ABU ARTAA, then North to EL ARISH Road at 0830.
To EL AABASH at 0830.
To EL MURRA and ABU FELEIFEL South at 0800.
One Squadron being found daily for protection of well digging parties East of GHURFAN-EL-GIMAL.
58 Remounts received.

Patrols of one trocp each were despatched as follows :=
To vieinity of UM ZUGHLA marking beet covered road,at 0830.

To EL AABASH at OBOO-
To EL MURRA at 0800.

e

Two Bedouins captured by EL AABASH patrol in direction of EL KAF. 2 /
. - n{/?‘

/,
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GERERAT Duc:_emi:rar léth. Patrols of one troop each were despatched as follows &~
To ABU ARTAA and EL AABASH at 0830,
To EL MURRA from GHURFAN EL GIMAL at 0800.
" . 20th. Patrols of one troop each were despatched as follows :=
* To ABU ARTAA at 0830.
To EL AABASH at 0800.
To EL MURRA at 0800.
Firet A.L.H.Regt. moved from BIR GYMPIE at GHURFAN XL GIMAL and rejoined thexBrigade
at GMT& ,
Attack on EL ARISH. - |
Brigade left GERERAT at 1900 to take up a line from ¥ in CULTIVATION 3 miles East
of EL ARISH to the Sea with the intention of attacking EL ARISH. The march was made over
difficult desert country until the bed of the WADI was reached at 0510, |
EL. ARISH - 21st. The Brigade arrived on the Sector allotted to it at 0630. No resistance being
offered, the town was entered at 0700, and arrangements made with the Sheikh for all the male
porulation to be assembled. One Turk and two spies were handed over by the Sheikh.
The Brigade occupid the area EL RISA and EL SATH and took up an Outpost Line,
HILLS 110 - 100 - 160, joining up with I.C.C. on the right.
Major-General H.G.CHAUVEL vieited the Brigade at 1345,
. " 22nd. Brigadier inspected the Outpost Line, and fixed the positions and strength. One
Troop to be stationed at each of the three HILLS 110. 100, 160, with one trocp to supply
patrols between the posts.
Attack on MAGDHABA,
This Brigade moved from EL RISA at 1300 and arrived at point of concentration in
WADI EL ARISH decided on by G.0.C. Anzac Mounted Division, at 2015. Supplied Advanced |
Guard for movement of Divieion against MAGDHABA. |
> . 23rd. Arrived at point in WADI EL ARISH 3 miles from MAGDHABA at 06830. Report of operations Appx. Gﬁ/ﬁw"}
attached. LXII. ,
One Squadron, 1st.L.H.Regt. eemained with one Squadron from 3rd.L.H.BRIGABR and |
N.Z,M.R., Bde. under C.0. 1st.L.H.Rgt. for the purpose of collecting arme, ammunition, etc. S
1577 Wt.Wio791/1773 500,000 1/15 D.D.& L.  A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118, : e ,._-_-;"'"r;:..-;f--‘""f‘ R N A ﬂ/’/ﬁ,
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i

EL ARISH | Decemper 24th. Brigade moved frem Point in WADI EL ARISH 3 miles from MAGDHABA at 0055 and arrived at
EL ARISH at 0630.

his party in at 2430.

” " 25th. Arme, smmunition, ete., including 4 mountain guns hsnddd over te D.H.Q.
Brigadier inspected horses and lines of Brigade.
» » 26th. G.0.C. DESERT COLUMN addressed the Brigade and complimentedall ranks on the
complete victory achieved at MAGDHABA on 23/12/16.
oy . 27 th. Usual Outpest Line maintained.
- y 28th. Reconnaissance of Road and Telegraph line to EL BURJ carried out by one Sguadron.

Water found to be plentiful petween EL ARISH and XL BURJ.
| . " 29th. Usual Outpost Line maintained.
. ' Z0th. Brigade left :EL RISA Camp at 0800 te carry out reconnaissance of EL BURJ ard

SHEIKH ZOWAIID as per Appendix.
| Outpost Line handed over to I.C.C. at 0800.

. ” 51IF. Brigdde l1eft SHEIKH ZOWAIID at 0800 to meturn to EL RISA Camp. Report on reconnaissance.

2449 Wt. Wige57/Moo 750,000 1/16 J.B.C. & A, Forms/C.2118/12.
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A L

Headquarters,
13/ ?2/ 1;12.

C.0., 18ts L.H.Regiment will detail one Senier

foiﬁar and one Bubaltern with ene Tresep

( full strength )

te preceed under cever eof darkness tﬂ'W!DIZ!L ARISH teo test
‘the WADI Nerth of BIR LAHFAN for water.
0/C. Field Treep will detail ene N.C.O, and ene
man with Nerten Tube set te aeccempany this party.
: Only thereughly fit herses are te be used on this
) reconnaissance.
| The three pack herses required will be :uppliei by
ist. L-H-H" illﬁntu
Si:nallar: will accempany the party.

Treep will establish Leekout Statien oen high

OI'Cl Siﬂll

grouhd ene mile

East ef BIR EL GERERAT at daylight, but signalling will enly
be resorted te in case af emergency.

Copies issued at

Cﬂpy Neo. 1
L] : 2
e J
" : ‘o
" 2
" - 6
i 7
" 8
" 9
" i0
" 11
» 12
" 1 5
» 14
¥ 15
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*  A,CHISHOLM,

Majer,

Brigade Major, Ist.A.L.H. Bde.

1140 te :-

Filed.
War Diary.

: B'I- !i. q.- -
3 51"‘ o Lie He Bti‘“ﬂ .

N.Z.M.R, Brigade.
1st.L.H.Reginment.
zﬂ‘. L-H-n.gtl
3:‘ t'LlIIR'Et .

Maehine Gun Squadren.

ists Sig Troeep.

1st. Field %roop.
1.t.L.H-F‘Ith

Supply Offieer.

ileb 'ﬂ"t. Section.

Camel Transport Of ficer.
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EL RISA.
Reference Maps:- 29/?%/16-
EL ARISH -1/125,000. Tzl

RAFA -  1/125,000.

1+~ LNTENTION,
’ st.A,L.H. Brigade will carry out a reconnaissance of
EL BURG and SHEIKH ZOWAIID on 30th. and 31st. December, 1916,
to obtain information regarding :=- .
(a). Roads:-
Coast Road and the other further South.
Suitability for Motor Transport.
+ Rate of march for infantry on them.
(b)t "gtﬂri-
On roade and at SHEIKH ZOWAIID.
(c). SHEIKH ZOWAIID itself.
The Brigade will bivouac at SHEIKH ZOWAIID on night 30th./31st.
December. :
Patrols will not go farther than 5 miles east of SHEIKH
ZOWAIID.

24~ INSTRUCTIONS:-
The Brigade will leave EL RISA Camp at 0800, to-morrow,
December 30th., to carry out the reconnaissance. Units will be
formed up in Column of Sgquadron lines of Troop column 300 yards
South of B.H.Q.,facing east at 0745.

3e= ORDER OF MARCH:-

\DVANCEDGUARD.
me Sqdn., )
jrd.L.H.Rgt.)
rommandexr ;

[ajor Lewis.

B.H.Q. )
1ﬂt-BiEiTrﬂﬂP- )
ield Troop. )
M.G.Squadron. )
2rd.L.H.Regte ;
)
)
)

C.0. 3rd.L.H.Regt. will detail one Squadron as Advanced guard.

Order of March as per margin.

1 ut.II-.H- Rﬂgt-
2nd.L.H.Regt.
1st.L.H.Fd.Amb.
6th. Mob.Vet.Sec

| t Fl Guard C.0.,2nd.L.H.Regt.will detail one Sgdn.as Right Flank
1 sqdnl 'gndi -Hl Egt- G'mdl-

Left ¥Flank Guard C.0. ;lutf.I... «Regt.will detail one Troop as Left Flank
1l Troop,lst.L.H.Regt. Guard.

Bpar Guasd Escort to Camel Convoy will provide small Rear Guard.

4#‘ !ECGRTE
C.0.,2nd.L.H.Regiment will detail one Troop as Escort to
let. Line Camel Transport, and one Troop to report to 0.C.,
Field Troop as Pumping Party on arrival at SHEIKH ZOWAIID.

After passing through SHEIKH ZOWAIID, the Advanced Guard
will form an Qutpost Line which will be relieved at 1640 by
1 Sqdn. of lst.L.H.Regte This Squadpén will be responsible
for the local protection of the Brigade during night 30th/31st
December and until relieved by 1 Sgdn.,2nd.L.H.Regt. which will
act as Rear Guard and supply Outpost Line as usual on line
HILLS 110,100 and 160 on night 3lst.Dec/lst.Jan.

Whilst the Brigade is away the present Outpost Line will
be held by the Is€.C., who will take over at 0800 tomorrowe.
The day posts will then join the Column going out

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1013009
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6.~ RECONNOITRING PATROL.
_““‘"_'c-_%.o.. 3rd.L.H.Regiment will detail one Squadron

to reconnoitre the country to 5 miles East of SHEIKH
ZOWAIID to gather information as per para. l.

7.- SURELIES AND VATER.
: e and two third rations and extra ration will

be carried by each man and 2 feeds on each horse.
One day's forage and water will be taken on
framkxkinexe firet line camels.

The camels will report to units at 0700 tomorrow

8e= AMVUNITION. ‘
2 200 rounds S.A.A., will be carried to each-man,
3,500 rounds to each Machine Gun and 3,000 rounds to each
Lewis Gune

3 | | Appendix NO;L:ZQ/

Qo= MEDICAL. |
The Mobile Section (complete) lst.L.H.Fd.Amb.,
will accompany the Brigade.

10.-COMMUNICATIONS,
0.C. ,Sigaal Troop will detail a party to

proceed with pa.trnl East of SHEIKH ZOIAIID to inspect the
telegraph line.

11.-REPORTS
Reports to head of Main Body.

A. CHISHOLM Major,
Brigade Major,lst.A.L.H.Bde.

Copies issued at 1530 to =

HE.]. B.HlQl
No.2 File.
No.3 War Dairy
No.4 D-H-Q-
H'ﬂiﬁ Bingru'Opl

| No.b Fd.Troop
Hﬂ'lg I-G-s dnl
No. 1:1;.1..15[ Ragt.
Hn.9 2nd. "
No.1l0 Arde "
No.ll 1ItlL-H-rd-m.bulﬂ-nﬂﬂi
No.l2 Supply Officer.
No.l3 Camel Officere.
Hu‘l‘ I'clc'
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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
CANBERRA, F.C.T.

16th January, 1934,

T -
J QI »

The enclosed which I have from Senator Cox may be,

psy, attached with advantage to the Dliaries of the lst L.H
= with respect to the engagements at Magdhaba and Rafa.

io not appear in the Diarlies now, but they were copled by

al Cox into his personal diary at the time, and are quite
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e Army Form C.2121
A" Form. {in pads of 100).._

MESSAGES AND SIGN.&LS_ No. of Message ...

Prefix ..............00de. ..co..... mf Words] - Chnrge _ : _
- S — This megsase is on a0 of 2 Rm:l’-.' 1 R O, - [
Dffice of Ovigin and Sorviee Instructions. )
| 3 11 1 . (i e
e i e e s N ' ..
oy ]
At . aronisaagn, Frof. oo ainsaaa
e o e S o g L e
I By RS P par e Py {E‘-ignutnre of ¥ Franking OMoer. '] BY i
T | |
{ e I I
TO < | i TINED| l 40 e S
l | . per ‘phone. "
Sender’s Number. _Dn;r of Month. 1 In reply to Number.
A " } l AAA
3%

- FORCE OF FNMNY 2,000 strong marching on EL MAG=

RUNTEIN —from direction of — KHAK YUNUS Aaa |

Others seen in apatterad fnqmatian on rldga im

—smim zwmanlaaé- AAA Bugad.emlLiind._their
own Rear Guard | AAA C.R.A. will arra*ga 10 v

415&1.1&1'151 to take up puuitinn to cover withdrawal of

_‘—‘”rigaql 5 *"Wﬁ—ﬂﬂ——h—ﬂ—ﬂegimf—w—ilirﬁarm

Raar'Guard “to cover withdrawal of all partieu and

ﬂnmain—&nd-—mhc Mounted Division.. o S

|

| | |
From _L e . AT
1 |
Place Sl | |
Time

. - : |
The olove may L jhlwdj'dut o8 now correclod, (z) |
Engmtnn n-! ﬂ.ﬂﬁl rE‘as-m' m:fmm nul:hm-iml m lmIt.-grn;:—h in hlm:nmm

* This line should be erased il nov required.
750,000, W 2183 -MG09, IL W. &V, Ld. 6/16,

f.TcltM.
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