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rInstruc:tmns regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs.,
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

~ Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part IL
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages
will be prepared in manuscript.
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MARCH TO 2nd, APRIL,

At 0530 on 23rd, Merch the Regiment crossed the JORDAN et HADIJLA ford
over & pontoon bridge, The ground was very boggy, and difficulty
| " wes experienced in getting the himbers across the broken ground, and
? one of them smashed & pole., This was soon put right, and the Regiment
E:_ formed up with the remeinder of the Brigade oOn the flat East of

' JORDAN, The Brigade was operating on the right of the 60th, Division,
, who were edvancing to ettack ES SALT via SHUNET NIMRIN, We marched by
" . Mo.3 road snd oceupied XABR IUJAHID without eny opposition, and

- weited orders from Division. In the afternoon Genersl CHAYTOR arrived

. and we hed orders to sdvance along No,3 road, ibout Z miles morth of
KABR MUJAETD the road became impracticable for wheels, it being & mere
coat track up the rugged side of & hill,end after we hed menhandled mmm;
most of the guns and Mimbers up the first steep bit,it was decided

to send oll wheelg back, Captein ILuxford our Quartermaster was put

in charge of the Brigade transport, Shertly after dark it started to r
roin and we were merching all night up steep hillgbnd through

narrow gorges, The rosd was practically nonexiste t and horses &and

men were having great difficulty!in meny pleces serambling over the
bare roek all slippery with rain'and mud, and great difficul ty was
experienced in keeping touch, At 0130 on the 24th, the Brigade
bivousced at WADI LASBUR and remained in coneentretion until 1980,

h It reined stesdily all dey, end anywhepe oif the hills was & sea of

= water, and horses bogged to the girths aﬂﬁf%he roads, Borse rations

hed run out,end we had to drew & ration of Doure from some of the
¥ Camel Corps thet arrived that day, At 1930 the Brigade marched for

? ATN BS SIR and this Regiment was sdvance guerd, "C" Squedron under
&, 1t, Waite 1,0, was in sdvence, snd Lt, Broughton IC, had charge of

?

TR e

the sereen, About 2100 we passed through the Circessien towm of
"NAAUR, but though the place seemed full of men with every appearance
; of being soldiers,there was no opposition, The rein which had cessed
" for aiﬁgﬁﬁ now ceme on egain and continued steedily all night,It
" wea s cold and progrees was extremely alew, . It was impossible
to move sanywhere off the road owing to the country being under water
> and boggy, end the men being worn out with want of slaéep made passing
S of orders very diffiecult., Arrived at AIN BS SIR &t 0500 on a6th,
where we met the NEW ZRALANDERS,and we then merched on to camp near
ATIN HBUAR,srriving there at 0700, At about 0845 an enemy convoy was
reported and I took 2 Squadrons under e jor Nimmo and Lt, Waite 1,C,
to cepture seme. (full deteils are in sppendix 1 Diary of liarch 1918)
After the cepture of the convoy the Regiment returned and bivousaced
for the night. Next morning 26th, we had to send pack horses back %o
the I.C.C.RBde, at AIN BS SIR to drew more grain for the horses,as
i forage had run out, At 0800 the Brigade merched to attaeck AMIMAN from
A The North., The 7th.Ret, were in advence guard and tThis Regiment in the
v meinbody. We agein were unsble to move off the road,the country belng
: exceedingly boggy and over some of the bad places the Brigede was
moving in single file.so it wes & slow business., On approaching
AMIAN the enemy started shelling from & mountain battery,one shelRl
exploding in the middle Im=kivs—=tiaSe o’ The leading troop of WAT
Suuedron,fortunately the ground being SO sofé not & single man
wes hit and onlv 3 horses glightly wounded, The d¥spositions of the
Brigede werejl Squadron of the 6th,Rgt. with 2 Machine Guns on the
0 right,linking up with the I.,C,C,Bde, The 7th.,Ret. in the centre and
: 2 Squadrons of +the 6th.Rgt. on the extreme left guerding our
0 northern flenk,., This Regiment was kept in reserve with B.H.Qs~Owing
+o =11 wheels having been left behind the only artillery aveilable
wes the Hong Xong Camel Mountain Battery,and as the enemy were
strongly entrenched with numbers of machine guns end well supported
by artillery,the advance wes held_uyp,s0 we bivouaced for the night
where we were, Imrthe Next morning &t deylight a battalion of the
60th, Division hed arrived from 1S SALT,end & resumption of the
o ttack waes ordered, I now received instructions to pui 2 Squedrons
in the line to 1link up the Irnfantry.on the left and the I.C.C,Bde,
v on our right, WA™ Sguadron under lia jor Petrick was the left Sauadron
o and wes to gein toueh with the Infentry, end % "CV Sguadron under
Lt, weite 17,0, was to get in touch if possible with the I.C.C.Bde,
Theses 2 Squedrons edvenced mounted as far as posgible, and were
under hesvy shell snd machine gun fire all the time ,but never
wevered or hesitated an instant,even though it was impossible 1o
extend owing to the boggy nature of the ground which £1s0 made it
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impossible to gallop and deprived them of their mobility, After
getting their horses under covér they advanced dismounted,but were
met by sue storm of machine gun and shell fire from front end
right flank“they were uneble to advance further end had to hang on
where they were, building small sangars for themselves &s thev lay
there, Unfortunately some she®ls dropped among the led horses of "onU
Squedron in & gully, and killed snd wQounded some 20 of them, One men
&lso being blown to pieces(Trooper F,Brown) and Corporal lMouritz MM,
n and several men wounded, Trooper Cofton the lledical Orderly displayed
" great gallantry in attending to wounded under shell fire,though
himself temporesrily knocked out by concussion, L.Cpl. MeIndoe &l80
specielly diestinguished himself, Lying on his back under intense
machine gun fire and continuing to send and receive messages From
Headgquarters with the ground literally ploughed up by bullets all
round him, The 2 Sguadrons could do nothing but hang on doggedly
until they could be relieved &t dusk, when Infantry took their place
in the line, Considering the intensity of the fire our casualties
in the men were light, 2 0fficers; Lt, Waite V.0, and It, Crawford
being wounded.2 men killed (L.Cpl.Lumley snd Trooper RBrown) and
about helf & dozen wounded, But in both Syuadrons the losses in horses
were severe,fully 30 being either killed or badly wounded and
"04, pers with glight woundg, Rations end forege were issued
oousnaiy vie were able to supplement the latter by the excellent
grezing from the green crops growing everywhere, Meanwhile Division
& decided an attempt should be made to blow up the railway line at
. some place north of AMMAN,wherever it was possible to force a way
in, I was given the task with 2 Squadrons and a demolition party of
New Zealendmx=m Engineers under Lt. Lockington, is it was imposeible
to make any attempt in daylight,it wes decided to wait till derk,
and then make & detour to strike the railwey North Of AMMAN,
I fully understood that we could hope for no support should we
getl into difficulties,so it was & case of getting through es
quickly and silently as possible, "AM™ Sgusdron under Ilajor FPetriek
and "B" Squadron under lajor Nimmo formed the foree to protect the
the demolition party, "B" Syusdron were in sdvence and were handled
in & masterly manner by iajor Iimmo,end ILt, Jones in the advance
sereen did especially well in getting us through undetected,as it
wae imposeibl® to go in anything like & streight course owing to
the precipitous nature of the ecountry., On seversl occasions parties
of Pedouins were gurrounded,but proved to be friendly,but were not
allowed to escape in cese they might give the alarm.%ﬁarticulars given
in appendix 11), The force arrived baek in eamp 0500 next day after
sucecesfully carrying out their objeet,and General Ryrie received &
wire from Division congratulating the Prigede &nd sll concerned in
the success of the enterprise. On B8th, "A"&"R" Squadrons were in
reserve,while "C" Squedron was holding an outpost line linking up
the Infentry & I1.C.C.Bde. &t 1800 "B" Sguadron releived them,
Retions (including & rum retion) were sent out by pack horse sfter
' dark, but the men missed the way in the derk and deeided *to wait
till daylight, when they wemwe under such a heavy fire they were
unable to move a2ll day,end were given up &s missing, but fortunalely
they turned up the follewing midnight with rations intact,though
pleces had heen chipped from the rum jers by bullets,
AT daylight on the 20bh, "A™ Sumedron were sent to reinforce the
6th,L.,H.Rgt, end ™C8 to the 7th.I,H.,Rgt., on the left flank of the
position. At 1700 "B¥ Sguadron were relefved by the Infasntry end
came out into Brigade Reserve, I then took Regimental Teed uarters to
the left flank, end withdrew WAAYC® Sguedrons from the 6th.&7th. Rgts.
and took over & sector of the line between these 2 Regiments: our
tesk being to guard ageinst eny attack from the North, The enenmy
reinforcements cotld be seen merching towsrds AMMAN from the North
and they held & ridge about 1500 yarde Ffrom our line,end kept up &
¢ very hot fire Wrom members of machine guns,espvecially if anyone
showed up on the skyline, Several men and horses were hit by "overs®
from these guns and various snipers,but there wes no appearsnce of
eny atteck in foree from that gquarter. On the 30th, snother zttack

ag ordered by the Infentry,Y,.C,C,Bde,end N.%,Bde,Our Brissde to
Eﬂid %ﬂe nnrtﬂern flank agalrnst any pﬁsaible counter &tt&Ek.
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- The etteck did not start till 0500, and continued all day, and the
7irst objectives were gained by dusk, Our sector was quicty,with the

© exceptiong of occasional bursts of liechine Cun fire and sniping at

. -long range,

" At 2000 we received orders to get ready for a withdrewkl on Es SALT,
snd as no specified tim was given the Regiment was standing ready
te move 211 night, At 0700 on the 3lst the withd?amilcmmmancad,the
I,0,0, Bde gnd .7, Bde retirdng to SHUNET NIMRIN by No4 Road through
AIN Bs SIR, This RBrigesde covered the retirement of the 18lst Infentry
Brigade along the main road Lo & Salt, this regiment forming the
Rear Guard, Our own withdrawl{commenced at 09730, our first o' jective
being the high ground,on the West of AMMAN; where we held a line till
the Infentry were well clear Fortunately the enemy did not follqw up
vith eny Tigﬂg; otherwise our Tear FRXIIETEN S TR TR IO R G NS LNy
arties must have lost heavily, heving to wait behind so ’ong owing
;0 the length o° time +the Infeniry and Hospital camels with wounded
took to get clear, The withdrawBlecontinued steadily , and we only
had & few shells and come sniping to contend with,
At 1700 we errived =t ZWEILEE Circassian Village on the ANANe

y EsBSalt Road, where we drew forage and weited ti11 the rest of the
Brigade had gone to our emss camp near Aln HEMAR, -

The Infentry meenwhile hed gone to Es Salt , We followed up the Brigade

after drawing ‘orsge,erriving sbout 1800,end Bivousced till 1930,

when after drawing Retions the march to Bs S8lt was resumed,

F The 7th Light Forse were leading then the 6th end 5th, with orders

\ B0 keep closed up,and report if there was any bregk in the colunn,

- It was p iteh derk and impossible to see more than a horses length
.in front, so progress was slow, and sfter the number of sleepless
nights every-one was tired out , and great difficulty wes experienced
in keeping men swske and getting orders passed along,

We arrived &t our Bivouasc area about three miles Fast of Es Saltl
at 2300, It was bitterly cold , and we camped in seme vineyards
encloged in stone wells, the ground was very boggy and covered in stone
s, 80 no one wgot much sleep,
1st APRIL.

Orders were received for the Brigade to march to Es SALT,
The B,H. . end Details marched at D845 6Th Regt at 0900, 7th at 0930
end 5th at 1000,

‘ At Be SALT the Brigade drew forage and rationg,end continued the
withdrawel by the mein metédled rosd to Shunet® WIVMRIN where we
bivousced for the night, '
2nd APRITL,

This Regiment was ordered to act as Rear Guard to the
180th Tnfentry Brigade , who were holding the high ground round
Shunet NIVRIN, "B"Suunadron under l'ajor NIWIO were sent to the high
ground neer Kabr 1UJAHID to guard against enemy attecking from

| o2 and 3 roads, Mejor Patrick todk two troops of "A"Squadron

| about two miles up the Wadi JERIA, while armoured cars patrolled the
road to Bs SALT, and when the Infantry retired, came 'nder my commaind
TR Infentry commenced their withdrawal st 1400 and were all clear of
the foot=hills by 1630, '

AT 1700 we commenced our whthdirawzl , end retired steadily;along Nob
< Road ,end crocsed the JORDAN &t 1900, reporting To Brigade at camp
‘wgi; 1 mile south of JERICHO st 2200, Chiefly owing To the continual
™ rgin and cold this operation had meant the greatest hardships To
all ranks, the men were wet through for days =t = time, end ac 8ll
( were travelling light with no transpord available,. there was no chance
= 1 of & change of clothes or getting dry till the iZﬁ“weather came,

™ 1'% The country too was all ageinst mounted troops ,the rosdslere mere

Rgnam trecks, and more often then not horses had to be led,snd even
\_ vhere open country was met with , the heavy rein made it Ilmpessiblé
and thus we were deprived of one of our ehiafgssets- 10bility-

The horses too suffered greatly from cold, wet =nd exposure, and

it is wonderful the way they went through it® £l1l and were sTill in

servicable condition,+had it not been for The Tine graezing an the

\ platean,this would have heen impossible, The men too were worn out

~ with lack of sléep,merching end fighting day and night,and their grit
and cheerfulness was marvellous,end it says wonders for their dogged-
ness and steying powers that they went through such an ordeal with a
minimum of sickness.When all did so well it is invidious to pick out
individuels,with the exception T have alreadv mentioned as having done
done exceptionally well@ But the Regiment may be proud of heving come
through sueh & time with flying colours,
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