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!
=L | General Staff, Army Form ¢, 2118,
| TR U 5t hAUSTRALIAN DIVISION. » ;
| 1 ing War Diaries and [ntelligence
E rnﬂusu;::l?iaﬂrigig::f L'gl'lh'liﬂifll in F. 8. Regs., Psﬁ't I1. IR ERS G O R S TR VENVEA R ¥ 2
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages : ‘ _ 5
:'K will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.) |
; — — | Komarksand
E Place L Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information reforences to
, e (SRR S T o =i SR o bt o -1 | Appendices
. ] i
| | SEPTEMBER 1918.
Divisional Headquarfers,
FONTAINE-1es-CAPRY.
| 1st. | At 6 a.m. the 14th Australien Infantry Brigade attacked in conjunction with the 2nd Australian
| Division, and captured ANVIL WOOD, St.RADEGONDE Village and Wood, and PERONNE.
| | Detailed report on these operations is attached. 1
% . 33 officers and 302 other ranks were taken prisoner, also 1 field gun and numerous machine guns.
| The Divisional Commander was engaged during the day in conducting the operations in progress,
¥ and in planning attack for the following day. At 8 p.m. he went to a conference of Brigade
W commgnders at 8th Infentry Brigade Headquarters, to discuss the situation and give instructions 4
for the continuance of the attack at dawn on the following day.
j He returned to Divisional Eaadquartarﬁfﬁfiar a very hard, difficult, and trying day.
] | The arrangements decided on at the conference are given in the attached. | 1la |
| | sSummaries of Intelligence for September are attached. 2 :
? | Disposition Lists for September are attached. S |
2nd At 6 a.m. the 14th and 15th Australian Infantry Brigades attacked according to plan. St.DENIS
was captured and the PERONNE Ramparts were mopped up. For report, see Appendix 1. 1 |
The Divisional Commander was engaged in conducting the operations in progress. Attended a |
I conference at 15th Infantry Brigade Headquarters at 6 p.m. and gave instructions for the }
| continuance of the operations, and for reliefs and moves of the troops concerned. ’ |
i Me jor J.T.MeCOLL M.C. (G.S.0. II (Operations)iustralian Corps) reported for duty vice Lieut- |
! Colonel J.H.PECK C,M.G. D.S.0. G.S.0.I, invalided. - |
| Battle Instructions Series "C" No. 17 were issued. 4 |
3 |
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General Staff

WAR DIARY 5th Australian Division. Ariny Form €. 2136, |
{natructions regarding War Diaries and Infelligence . o '
Summaries are contained i I. S, Hegﬁ., Part 11. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages |
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading mot required.) 'y o, f
} Place Date Hour SEPTEMBER 1918. Summary of Events and Information velorerces bt
| : | e i T ——— — — A= - I i Appendices
' |
PGHTAIH%E |
| les-CAPPY. -
: | drd | | No operations were undertaken. During the night 2nd/3rd, the 15th A.I. Brigadse relieved the
H.g.d.7.5 ' 14th A.I. Brigade (ses? B.I. Series 'C" No. i7). 4
(62 C) | Battle Instructions Series "C" No. 18 were issued. 4 -
Disgrammatiec Order of Battle is attached. 5]
4
4th - During the night 4th/5th, this Division takes over part of the 2nd Australian Division front J
 (see B.I. Series "C" No. 18). |
- Everything points to the enemy retiring; all villages for several miles east of the Divisional |
. front are on fire.
FLAMICOURT villesge and DARMSTADT Trench were occupied by us.
In the morning, the Divisional Commander went to the 14th Brigade Headquarters near HALLE, and
| with the Brigade Commander visited and sddressed the 4t} battalions of the brigade, thanking |
| them for their gsllantry and devotion to duty in the recent operations which have led to the |
| capture of PERONNE. <
| In the afternoon, a party of representative Australian press-men called. |
Battle Instructions Series "C" No. 19 were 1ssued. . . 4 |
|
\
5th During the morning the enemy commenced to retire , and was pursued by our troops, who in order
. to facilitate reliefs (see Battle Instructions Series "D" No. 1), took up a line approximately | 4 |
. as follows BUSSU - DOINGT - MESNIL. Moves snd reliefs were carried out during night 5th/6th
| in sccordance with B.I. Series "D" No.l.
The Divisionsl Commander went to the 13th Infantry Brigade Headquarters, and gave the G.0.C.
E instructionswith regard to reliefs and further advance of the Brigade. He saw the advence of
| our troops under artillery fire end supported by our own srtillery, advancing up the high ﬂ
[ | ground to the capture of DOINGT. | |
| Lete in the afternoon the Corps Commander called, and gave particulars of the @eneral situation, j
| | and gave instructions in connection with the part this Division would take in the further |
h sdvance eastwards. Disposition Map is attached. | ? |
(ASo0o ) W, %ﬁ;‘ffﬂ:ﬁ;ﬂﬂ?ﬁaﬁﬂ s/17 Sch.B8 Forms CauiBlig | Sl £ ; .' 1
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General Staff
WAR DIARY 5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION. Aviny Form €. 2118,
[natructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence il
Summaries are contained in I. 8. Regs., Part IL. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respeetively. Title pages
| will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading nol required.)
I Pla ~ Dat : _ . I‘ue-l marks ::ml.[
| ce te Hour SEPTEMBER 1918. Summary of Events and Information | references to
S| e I = — g - B, B 20 . | Appendices
FONTAIN |
-1&5-0AEPY. ~ In the morning, the Divisional Commander visited the three Infantry Brigadiers, explained the
' 6th ~ genersal situation, and gave instructions for the continuance of the advance. He visited
| | - PERONNE, St DENIS, Railway Station at FLAMICOURT - in fact the whole battle ground over which
. our troops have been fighting during the last few days.
| Hed an interview with General ELLIOTT and Lieut-Colonel SCAEEAN in connection with some
trouble in the 59th Battalion, which was satisfactorily dealt with and settled.
'~ Battle Instructions Series "D" Nos. 2 and 3 were issued. The Division advenced, the GREEN 4
" 1line (see Instructions No.2) being occupried by 11 a&.m. Troops not actually required for
fighting duties were rested during the remainder of the day.
l .'
| |
?thi During the night 6th/7th. infantry brigade groups were disposed in accordance with Battle
| Instructions Series "D" No. 3
| Moves took place (see Instructions No.3) as amended by wire G461. Imnstructions No.4 issued. “
| | Weather has remained fine throughout the operations.
| The Army Commander e¢alled, snd the part this Division had taken in the recent operations

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

was explained to him by the Divisional Commander, who spoke of the gallantry of the troops
end their extraordinary success under conditions of the very greatest difficulty and danger.
The Army Commender expressed his deep appreciation of the work done by the Division and its
Commander.

In the afternoon the G.0.C. went to the 8th Infantry Brigade Headqusrters near St.CREN. Later
he met a1l Brigadiers near Le MESNIL. Gave instructions to G.0.C. 8th Infentry Brigade in
connection with the advance to the outpost line, and to all brigadiers in connection with the
forthcoming relief. He saw the six platoons of the 59th battalion and addressed them on

the recent trouble they had given.

D. D, & 1., London, E.C. :
(Afoa|) Wt Wirri/Maosr 750,000 5/ry 8ch. 88 Forms Canid/ig
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part II.

General Staff

WAR DIARY 5th AUST DIV Ammy Form C. 2118 |

m‘ o

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages _ |
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not requived. )

Place Date

Hour |

SEPTEMBER 1918. Summary of Events and Information

=

- Remarks and
- relerences fo
] Appendices

*
_— s - ——

8th

Dispogition Map is attﬁch&d. The Divisional commander visited the Corps Commander in the

FONTAINE-les-CAPPY.afternoon. On his return to D.H.Q. he had an interview with G.0.C, 4th Aust Div in connection

9th

10

11t

12th

13

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

with the relief. ' _
The Divigional Commandgr went on leave to the U.K. In his absence, the Division is being

commander by Brigadier/General E.TIVEY C.B. D.S.0. V.D. (G.0.C. 8th Infantry Brigade).
Battle Instructions No. 6 were issued and reliefs ftook place in accordance with these
Instructions,. ;

Report on operations from 3rd September to date is attached.

Relief of the Division (less artillery) was completed during the night, command of the sector
vaseing to G.0.0. 4thlAustralian Divdsion at 10 a.m. today.

A wet day and very windy.

Battle Instructions Series "E" No. 7 issued.

The squadron of Light Horse (No. 8) 13th A.L.H.Regiment and cyclist platoon attache& to the
Division passed to the command of G.0.C, 4th Australian Division. During the night 11th/12th
the 5th Australian Division waes relieved and moved bagk to reserve positions near BARLEUX.
Genersl Staff Memorandum No. 241 - Training - was issued. |

Disposition Map (original only) is attached.
A1l units of the Division are resting, reorganising and refitting. It is intended that

units should have until the 15thxinstant available for this.

Divisional units rﬂﬂting.

T2134. Wt. W708—776. 500000. 4/15. 8irJ. C. &B.
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WAR DIARY Army Ferm ¢, 2138,

or General Staff

instructions regarding War Dlarmﬂ and Inielligence
Summaries are contained in F, 8. Regs., Part 11, 5th Aust. Div.

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

S -

will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not vequired.) ..
- —— — ; - ’ d . H arks and b
t Place Date | Hour SEPTEMBER 1918. Summary of Events and Information s
i J | g 4 o LF I : s = __Appendices |
FONTAINE- | | |
laa-OAPP'Ft A party consisting of the following visited Divisional Headquarters and units of the Division
14th . ecommencing about noon: The Right Hon: W.M.Hughes, Prime Minister of Australia,
| Colonel Lord BURNHAM
| | Sir Edward Nichol
| | . Thomas Marlow (Editor "Daily Mail")
‘ Bdward Price Bell (Rep. U.S. Press)
| Lieut. Burchell M.P.
| Mr. Dean (Secretary to Mr. Hughes) |
| - Battle Instructions Series "D" No. 8 issued. 4 |
15th ' 5th Machine Gun Battalion was placed at the disposal of the 4th Australian Division for
operations. G.S.0. I went on 6 days leave in France. |
| |
| (less Div. Art. H.Q.) |
16th Vigorous training commenced. 5th Australian Divisional Artillery ‘émuvud forward and came under
| the orders of C.R.A. 4th Australian Division, for projected operation (see Instructions No.s.
| 8 and 9). 4
i
i 17th | Battle Instructions Nos. 9 and 10 issued. <
| Lieut-Colonel T.R.Marsden D.S.0. C.0., 5th Australian Machine Gun Battalion, was captured by
| - the enemy while making a front line reconnaissance.
General Staff Memorandum No. 242, with reference to signals to contact aeroplanes, was issued. 8 |
|
18th | A showery day. 4th and 1st Australian Divisions attacked and advanced to the HINDENBURG |
Advanced Line inclugive capturing more than 40 guns and 4,000 prisoners. This action was
supported by 5th Aust. Div. Art. and 5th Machine Gun Battalion. | |
f J
| i (Afooy) i.*ﬂ. 11?&1& -I;HILE;];dullgu]%m% sf1r Boh. B2 Forms/Carigfs4 _
= | i jl UT
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(nstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part Il.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.
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HERVILLY
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Place l Date & Hour
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WAR DIARY General Staff Army Form €. 21E8, 1
or 5th Aust.Div. é
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
(Erase heading mot required.)
. Nemarks an o
geptember 1918. Summary of Events and Information o T
o : ___Appendices
: S o | SR |
G.0.C. and G.S.0. II mttended a conference at Corps Headquarters, at which the Corps
commander outlined the forthcoming operations and gave instructions as to certain organizat ion
and traini required in connection with it.
Report fro:EDivgiianal Signal Co. upon the length of communications between Division and
Brigades during the recent operations, is attached. (original only) 10
Letter 91/3988 was issued, based on the instructions received at the Corps Conference [ Oe
yesterday.
Order of battle is attached. 11
J
G.5.0,1I returned from leave.
A party of Press representatives visited Divisionsl Headquarters and certain Divisional
units.
Nothing to report.
A party of Press Representatives visited the Division and PERONNE during the afternoon.
The demonstration Tank Company rejoined their units_tﬂday. A conference was held at 1l4th
Infsntry Brigade H.Q. to discuss forthcoming operations. i :
Rattle Instructions Series "E" Nos. 1 to 7 were issued.
Battle Instructions Series "E" Nos. 8 and 9 issued. Divisional Headgqusrters moved from L
FONTAINE LES OAEPY to HER?;LLY.

D. D. & L., London, E.C. s
(ABoo;) Wit “’I?rﬂirhn;l »so,000 5/17 Sch. B3 Forms 'Cart8/i4
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t Place

Date

‘ Instruetions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 5.5

Summaries are contained in I. S. Regs., Part 1L INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuseript.

i Hﬂlll‘ :

General Staff

W.A.R DIARY 5th Aust. Div. Armj; FGI‘III L 218,

or

||_.
-

(Evase heading mot required.)

Summary of Events and Information

Remarks and
references to
Appendices

SEPTEMBER 1918.

HERVILLY

i.:n.- T
h._ _..ém; R R P e L

-

28

29
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Major General Sir J.TALBOT HCOBBS K.C.B. V.D. returned from leave in accordance with a warning
received from Australi Corps, and took over command of the Division from Brigsdier General
TIVEY at 11 p.m. |

The Divigional Commandpr had an interview with General TIVEY and Staff in connection with
various matters which hsd occurred during his absence.

Sew General LEWIS G.0.C. 30th American Division. Engaged in connection with the forthcoming
operations for the attack on the HINDENBURG line. 1In the afternoon he visited the 8th Brigade
H.Q. with G.S.0. I to (attend conference of Brigadiers in connection with tomorrowfs operations.
Also discussed recent [trouble which occurred with the 54th Battalicon in connection with the
reorganization of brigades. :
Battle Instructions Np.s 10,11,12, 13 were issued.

Zero hourcifor the at?&ak'bhia morning was 5.50 a.m., the 27th American Division attacking on
the left, and the 30%h American Division on the right, the drd and 5th Australian Divisions
respectively leap-frogging through them. Full report on the operations is at tached to War
Diary , General Staff, 5th Ausftralian Division, for month of Qctober 1918.

Very serious complications and difficulties were experienced through the failure of the
Americang to accomplish the task allotted to them.

In the evening a conference was held at 8th Brigade H.Q. to make arrangements for clearing up
the situation on our left by a new attack in conjunction with the érd Australian Divigion at
dawn tomorrow. | ' -

B.I. Series "E" No. 14 issued.

T2134. Wt W708—776. 500000. 4/16. SirJ. C. &8,
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General Staff

| WAR DIARY SRR ARG PN Army Form C. 2118, |
{nstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence &, |
Summaries are contained in I°, 8. Regs., Part T1. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not vequired.)
Place | Date Hour Swmmary of Events and Information : i e
Ll .. SEIRGRANA. | R ‘orendices
4
HERVILLY |
30 | Full report on operations is attached to Diary for October 1918.
A conference was held at 8.30 p.m. with reference to the attack on the 1lst October. The
following were present: Infantry Brigadiers and Brigade Ma jors
C.R.A, and Brigades Major
0.C, 16th Battalion Tanks.
Battle Instructions Series "E" 15 issued. 4.
1
t The following are attached as appendices; - J |
Intelligence Summaries for month of September ra |
‘o

3

Location Lists for September.
Summaries of Important Corresvondence.
Telegramg for September.

Files of orders end Instructions issued by neighbouring units and subordinate A

commanders approx. 1 to 17&k—Seps.
3 ﬁi{fﬁ‘: Y. 1915

- -
o)

MAJOR, General Staff,
5th sustrselisn Divisgion.

o v T o
- —— e ——— ——

D. D. & L., London, B.C. -
Afoo;) Wt Wirrs/Mzogr 7soeco0 517 Beh. B2 Forms C2118/14
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20,000—5/18—11,069

APPENDIX 7
WAR DIAR :

General Staff, 5EP‘éH§TRALIA$HDI?ISIDH

L ]

FOR

sgPprTEMBER 1918

ARG E EE R ETE R Eree ey SRS S A SRR BT R

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. Subject.
1 Detsiled revort on PERONNE Operations, d1st Augus?t
to 2nd September 1918. :

la Notes of the conference held 1lst September.

2 Intelligence Summaries for Seplember.

X, Disposition Lists for September.

4 411 Battle Instructions issued during September.

5 Disgremmetic Order of Battle, drd September.

6 Disposition Map, S5th Sap%emﬁarf

isposition Map, 8th September.

$a gagbrt on unergtitns - Erd geptember to 27th September.
8 Genersl Steff Memorande Nos. 241 snd 242. 1

9 Disposition Msp (original only), 1l2th September.

10 Revort by Div. Sig. Co. om communications during recent

operations.

10e Letter G1/3988, giving training policy.

11 Oorder of Battle - 5th Australian Division.

13 Deily summaries of important correspondence.

13 Telegrams for September.

14 Files of orders and ingtructions issued by Corps,

neighbouring units, and subordinate commenders,
from 1st September.

Mossic of the whole Divisional front (BELLICOURT) taken
prior to operations on 29th September.

KN
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5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION. /)

Headquarters
19th September 1918.

2eoORT Ol OPERATIONS 31/8/18 to 2/9/18.

Ref. Laps: 62C, 1/40,000
20 N,W.
N.B. ) 1/20,000

E; ] 11"'5' .

508, )
AL How nnn attached.

1. GINERAL. The 5th Australian Divisiou had reached the line of the
. P SOLLED on the 29/8/18 and from thet date to the 31/8/10
endesvours hsd been made to cross the §0liiE marshes an”
obtain nossession of the high ground 1n O s 5 0atdisen,
1.35.,and thus form & pridgehead on the Tastern bank.
nhis ground, 8lso SO and the village of "LAMICQURY,
was held in foice by the enemy. the 50iilE was &an impass-
able onstacle excent where & footbridge was built across
the mareshes in 0.3.d. but this waes covered by enemy
machine gung at close Tr8ige; it was consequently impossg-
ible to attack acrosa the cO}ii? South of PERONIE. TO form
a bridegehead in 0.5..,0e11s,8nd I.35., 1%t Was therefore
negessary, unless the sunemy ahould voluntarily yield this
eround, to atfaeck it either

(a) through PIR0INIE, or

(b) in = Southarly direction Bast of PLERONII.
It 'was with this end in view that the operations described
herein were carried out.
Thig report deals with the operations of the 1st and 2nd
September only, and, s1though by the latler date, the
high ground in 0¢e5e,0.11c,and T.05.,had not been captured
by us, the snemy retirement was precipitated by these
operations and this ob jeetive fell into our hands on the
morning' of 5th Septenber.

2+, ORDFR OF 5th Australian Division
3ATTL D i T I e #m-
S If.'iHJﬂ I‘-G ena‘f&l Eir- J- Jlr T:-"-L.BGT HD ﬁBS Qe G-B- ,H-D- :

144h. Australian Infeniry 3rizade Group.

3rigadier-General I,C. SEWARD Date O

53rd Battalion

54th 3atuvalion

55th RBattalion

66th Battalion

l4th A. TieTeM: '35.14’6 ary

14th Machine Gun Combany

14th Field Go. Engineers (less 1 section)
Rearer Sub-Division 14th Field Ambulance.

e el e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RC
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b - 2

15th Austrslian Infantry 3rigade Jroup

31'1.9:&&1 er-General H,d, ZLLIOTT C3. CilG. oy DEQ e, DCila

57th Battalion

538th Bastinlion

59th Rattalion

60th Bntialion

lf)th AﬂLiA.l e 33'&"3&1‘}; —
15th ilgchine Gun Company

15th i"ield Company Engineers.

Hearer ~ub-Division 15th pield Ambulance

Divisionsl Artillery

Brigﬂdiﬂr;f}ﬁﬂ&rﬂl Asde 3BLOHLI-BROWLE GCBe 08 |DHO

16th. Brigade 4,1', A,
]i'ru.. Sripade fobsle
oth Army Arigade f.l.As
Ee:d Army 3rigede ReEkatos
8th Australian Infuntry Brigade Group wes in Divisionsal
Reserve.

Je DI*“OHI“IOH On the morning of bl/ﬂ/lﬂ. 3rigade Groups were disposed
Q' UNT & &g fcllows: -
PRIOR 10 léth A.I.Brigede Group in suprort Area N.1ll. snd N.17.
OPGBATION I5Th A T . Brigade Group in line holdingz the whole Divis-
. ional front which extended from
: Otlfh&-'?-'? tﬂ II&E'bIO]B.
Two Battalions were in line.
Two Battlions weére in support.

4, PRJLIHIH .Y Divis ionel Hesdovarters moved from €e30s0s t0 Moe9.d.7.1.
i 3 Al Divigional Forward Revort Cenire was egtablished at
T8 Hed2¢0e648s
A1 9 a.me 1nformation wae received that 2nd Australian
Diviesion on the left had captured LOK?T St.C¢UBNTIF in
T.15.0. In order that the projected advance of the 2nd
Australisn Division to the HAUT-ALLAINSES - BULLU Road
might be explolted the l4th &.I.Srigada was ordered at
Jed0 2.ms (0 move oy the OQMLIIZCOUL? Bridge to B. bank
of the QMY into the 2nd Australisn Divisional Ares
and to attack 5.H, to capture the high ground in 0.11.,
- Qeds and T.55., This wes done in conjunction with the
2nd Austrﬁlian Divieion sattack.
The OMMIZCNURY Bridge was focund to he impassable and the
Brigade moved via the BUSCOURT 3ridge. The assembly of
the Brigade in Equnrﬂa I.1 and I.7.02. was completed
sbout 8 ».m.
The Plan of attack haﬂ been communicated to Unit Com- ..-
manders, but owing to a chanpge in the eitustion on the
and. auatreli&n Divieion front, it becsme necessary to
alter the Plan of Attack. Attank Instructions already
igsued were, thereiore, held 1n abeyance, nending
the results of 8 conference held at 6tn Australian
Infentry Brigade Headquarters (H.32.¢.6.8) at 9 p.m.
31/8/18.

‘.._._..l-.l-‘:‘lu. I|__.__.___ - — - S - " —
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This conference wass attended oy the G.0.0., 1l4th a.I.
Brigade, Brigsde Hajcr 14th A.l.3rigade, and G,5.0.I1
oth Australisn Division, Brigudiers concerned snd Div-
igional representative of 2nd Australian Division, C.E.A.
end Australien Division sad G.3.0.II (Operations)
Australian Corps.
The 2nd Austrelian Division reported that they were hold-
ing a line ag follows: -

FLORIN} TRENCH on the right, GOTT I UNS and

EISA TRINCH in the centre (i.e. 500 yerds in

advance of FLORINA TRANCH). :
The enemy were repcrted as being established on the
ALBERT and HiM rsilway and on .the AVILTION GROULD in
I.2L.8.58. 8. A1l ground East and South East of the sbove
‘trenches = was held by the enemy. _
The 2nd Augtralian Division were not sufiiciently strong
Lo sttack agein on the whvle of their original frontasge
and 1t wee deciled that 1he 5th Avstralian Division should
take over thast nart ¢f the atiack ares lying Louth of the
G, and {i. Grid line vetween souares I.1H. and Tl

" The 2nd pustralian Division intended to advence to the

general line of DARIIL DT TRUNCH,
The 5th fustralian Division Plan of Attsck was as follows: -

5. (i) GENERAL PLAN (&) The 5th Australian Division attack was to be
OF ATTACK. carried oult by the 14th A.l.Brigade -Group
ganhortea by Divisional and Heavy Artillery.
(b) The boundary betwsen the 14th 4.1,.Brigade and
the 2nd Australisn Divieion was to be the Z. and
Ve grid line bestween squares I.15. and I.2].
(e} The objective for the 14th A.1.83rigade was: -
Phastg T« 1 1.18 6.0,0. t0 I.30.0.0.0.
Phase 11. after the cepturs of the let objective
sup»ort Batislions were to attack gouthwards,
%8st of PIZONIIE, to capture ths ridge in 0.5.
and I.30.
The 14th A.I.3rigede attack area includsd the
Tollowing tactical festures: -
. : LT nADECOUD ]
34, RAD2CONDS /00D
PN Fr i B
2R0NT S
(d) The attsck was to be supported by artillery
shoots on selacted areas according to & time
tabls 28 reoulred oy ths G.0,C. 1l4th A.I.
Brigade,
Artillery orogramme is shewn on attached map A",
(This mathod of artillery suposort was zdopted
a8 tliere was insuff-c-ent time to work out &
Cragping ovarrage and m=ake all necessary
arrangzsments).
(e) Zero hour for both 2nd snd 5th Australisn
Divisions was 6 a.m.
(£) 14th 4 1. 3rigade was bt “ump off" from
FLORINA TREICH.
6%a A.I.Brigade (2nd Aastralian Division) wss

To "Jjump off" from 5AV:E TRZHCH.

A e it
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APPENDIX

(1i) D2ZAILED i

i

>LAN  (a) Boundayies. Brigade

0r AT AC& Ol forthern. . and b. line
.th 4.1, between I.15. and I.:l.
RRIGADE gouthern. River SOMNE

17 QPLKALVIOLS.

See Lleps
“fz“ &_ ”C”
uttached,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1nfsr-8sttalion

Frvom Junction of road with
STLORINA TROHCH et 1.20:8s2e2
to pointi whers COLOGIY

river cuts finel objective
(I-aﬁnﬂ--(}-ﬂl.

(h) Qbjectives r,eft Line Bn. (56érd Bn)
Phase 1. § and § line petvween L.25.

ond Te24. from northern Bde

poundary to COLCGNY river.
Right Line B8n. (54th _Bn)

' SSRonL s (ineivseive)
Phusée I1. (66th Rattalion) from GOLOGLE
river - hich grouvnd I.J0. end 0.5,
right flank refuged to SQ0LLEG.
(c) Order of The attack wes thus to be made on &

BROTG o t-o battalion frontege, 54th Iatl-

siion on right - &6d5rd Rattalion on
1oft, the formex attecking S. 2.
throuvzh & t.RADCOMDS 1 Q0D and
village and through PEROTNE, tue
1atter Rattalion atiscking Hagt
throuzh ANVIL 1.00D and St.DEKIS wOOD
and Villege. o~
58th 3attalion was to follow Hdrd
3uttalion and then carry out ~hasse
g
s5th 3sttzlion was -to follow end
setaplish itsell a8 & aunhort to
586th Battalion.
(a) Allotment kachine Guus, LeTei's ele. wers

e

o1 sch- distributed awmong 3attalions vnderx
ins cung, 3rigsde arrsngemenis 88 follows: =
T Ts. bord end H4th Bettslions each
SATinaser One Section, 14th i.G.COY.
and r1d one Seetion, léth L. T.M.TUY.
Tmoulonce One Section, 14th Fisld Co. A.E.
nergonnel Detachment of Bearers, 3edrer
ub-divigion, 14th Field AmD.
56th Battalion |
§ puns, 14uh if.G.COY.
o aqub-sections, l4th L.T-Ms Bty
T sectica, l4th Field Co-A. .
Detachment of Bearsrs, Raarey
~ub-division, l4th Field Amo.
55th'Battalion
T guns, ~40h i1.G,CO0¥.
1 gub-egection, 1l4th LoTelia BEY
petachment of Bearers, 3e&rer
cub-division, 1l4th Field AmbD.

The eonference &b which the Plan of Action hsd been

decided d4id not end until midnight 80 that in lae¢s

then eix houre it was necceseary for the following

to be done:; -

(a) Infantry arigadier to decide his detailed plen
snd comumunicrte it to his Rattalion Commanders.
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(b) Battalion Commanders to mske known the plan 10
thelir subordinates.

(¢) Company Officers to explaln the attack to their
N.,C.0'e and men.

(d) For the troops to be moved from their support
position to the "jump off" position, an &verage
distance of two thousand five hundred yards.
There were no tspaed tracks gnd the night was
axceedingly dark.

() Artillery acticn to be passed dovm to batteries.

Telephones COMIMMALCAVION foryard of 14th A.TI.Brigade

Headquarters did not exist but Battalion Coumanders

hsd been instructed to de at ~Hasasdquarters, 14th A.l1.

" Brigade at 11.50 v.m. SO that o minimum of delay
should occur.

mfha artillery Drogramme of the 2nd Australian Division
soqmmanced at 5.30 a.m, 1@, half an hour before Zer9,
with tihe result thsat the enemy countsr batitery and
barrage ovenasd at aboul 5.45 a.m. end was particular.y
heavy in the vieinity of OLZRY =nd the &adjoining roads
and conal. This caused the la tter part of the apnroach
marenl to be carried oud under hsavy shell fire.

(1) The assembly was comnenced by the march from
the avsas in I.l. I.7.2 eand 4.6. southwards to ths
PRAGEU T TRZHCH, about 150 yards north of the FLORIRA
TRINCH, which was the "Juap o f£" 1line.
dere it was found by patrcls tnat, on the left of thse
55rd Battslion area, bthe "jumd off" line wss 1in enemy
nends, snd a violent hand tO hand snd grenade fight
ansucd, through thiock selts of wire in good condition
and against stubborn rosistance, before "C" Company
53rd Buttalion, could get into position. The gord
3attalion on the left had & similar experience, with
the result that the left of our attack was 25 minutes
late in the assembly. Practically no prisoners were
tsken ot this period owing 10 the violence of the
fighting. The assembly of thé remasinder of the 5d5rd
Battalion was unintsrrupted, and they were in pesition
at naro (6 &e.m.). The 504%th Aatialion (line right)
reachad the assembly position to time without encount-
erinz the enemy, oud having sustained casualties from
shell fire. The support and Treserve Rattalions also
assambled to time.

(ii) The atteck commenced at 7ero and, with the
exgeption of the left compauy 5drd ngttalion, who were
slready involved, moved forward nunctually to time,
coming immediately ander hesvy .G, fire from direction

of itet.cUSKIIN =nd the Covse 2t I.20.DeB.5. Several strong
eontinuous belts of wire had also been negotisted out,
in spite of heavy casualties, the attack pughed on.
By 6.45 a.m. thse right Battalion had reached the
gsusevey which ths enemy blaw up &8 they ascaped across
ths towm. The 5érd Battesllion, with elements of the
54th and 56th Battalionsg, who weTe caught and becamse
involved with the attacking unit during the early and
un=xpected fighting) were clearing the 100D in I.Zl.c.
sufifering considerably from the eniilade fire from ths
Horth Zasts

e agial
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3y 7.15 a.m. the {90 right companies of the Hord Battalion
‘(which had aleeadly amolgemaeted into one on agcount
of Officer casuslties) had resched the eastsrn outskirts
of ths Cemetery in 1.21.d. The left companies wers suffer-
inc more severely but despite their severe lossss they . ..
pushed on, snd by 7.30 @.m. had linked u» with the right
companies on the line of the Cemetery.
sdvanece beyond this lines wse imposeible owing Gto the
convercing fire from the Eastern rsmparts of PEROINTE, from
St.DINIS and from St.QUINTIN. The artillery programnme was,
by thie time, slmost an hour in advance of the progress by
th> infentry, erd the enemy were not controlled at all by
our &artillery fire.
The 20rd Sattalion on the left of the Sord Battslion head
been unavles to =dvence, leawing our left flank 1n the air,
so it wes decided by the C.0. Hérd Battslion to hold the
1ine renched{TI.%1.D.3:8 = I1.21.0.2¢2 = thence along ecpternu
edge of Cenetery to 1:.21.d4.5.7, thence to I.21.4.4.4, where
touch wig ~raned vith the 54th Battelion) snd to use the :
comneny allotted him from the o0th 3attanlion to protectv his
rorthern flsnk. Up to this time the D4th Bettrnlion had
been uncb.e to cross into PHONFS and were being held up
oy M.G, fire from the house tops.
one compeny of the 56th Basttalion wae alresdy involved with
the 5ord Bettalion, and the §66th Battalion, who hed been
following immedistely in rear of the 54th Battzlion, had
hed o considerable smount of fighting in the mopping up of
the WolD in T.21.¢. and now had one company in a very exposed
position in gdvence of the 53rd Battalion line in I.2R.c. >
and euffering hesvy césuslties. This company found itsell
in sdvence of the units orn both flsnks who were held up
ond eventurlly withdrew and counnected up with the 54th
~ Battslion on the right and the OJord 3attelion on the left,
iiecanwhile the remsinder of the d6th 3attalion found that
the line had come to & stapdstill snd 80 took up a defens-
ive position in I.21l.c. behina the right flank of the bHord
Bgttalion, end the remesinder of ‘the 55th RBattelion scted
similerly in I.20.b. meking & defensive flank to the north
11 1t should bLe reouired.
By 8,40 &.m. the 54th 3sattglion had succeeded in resching
ths centre of PHERONNT end vas mopping up. They Ilound that
the swemns to the south.of the town were impaseable and
nroceeded with the mopring up, ectablishing touch with the
5oth 3atialion on their right by 8.45 a.m.
At 9.35 men. the line ren, from north:to south, as previously
cho:m Tor H3rd 3sttulion, ineluded the ~+hnole of PURONIIL
maat of & N and 8 line through 1.28.8.2.0. along the water-
waye on the southern edge of RULRONITZ GO junction with the
15th Brighde on the Causeway in I.50.D..
the renainder of P IROLI™, i.e. “he isolated north~-sastern
aection, was still in enemy hende .and offering consider-
able reasgistance.,
4t 10.50 8a.m, £t wae pelieved that the line had been
sdvanced ‘to the vieinity of the kactory L1:16.0+ BHG i
was renorted by the 6th A,T.Brigade that/it.USHYIN had
fallen and that their right was in touch with the Sdrd
3ttalion in I.16.6. |
Instructions were issued at 11.45 a.m. Ior the 56th Battel-
ion to nush south-sast end connect up with the 54th Battal-
ion who were ia 2JR0IIS in advence of our line to the north,

 —

Jend for
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and for the 53rd 3gttalion to push on fyom the line held
towards the final objective. This was att empted at about 1.
p.m. but the northern ramparts of the town and the heights
of 3t.CUEITIN were gtill in enemy hands snd the advance was
held up by M.G. fire.

= At 1.30 p.m. the 6th A.I.Brigade &again stvempted to gain
the crest of =t. QTGN TIN after 40 minates hurricane bombard-
ment. This attack was guccegsful and considerably relieved
the pressure Ccll Our lert f_enk.

By & p.m. the 58ib Battelion ha: succeeded in pushing one
comnany ir.to P IROUND amd had established connection
between the H%id Battalion and H54th Battalion.

At 5 p.m. the bsrd Rattalion agsin attenpted to sdvance
snd succeeded 1in sgtbblishing a line apn roximetely from
1-32-3.8.;9 O $i 22;&~5-,4.

The edvance Hh.Weve:s, euffered very 8severe casualties from
the Remparts c¢n the I K outskirts of the town, in which
portion the eneLy WeIe€ still holding out, and from Et.DERLS.
Tlements of Sdic Battenion succseded 1in cstablishing posts
at ot.DENIZ abovt T o2 cewntral, though anfiladed continuously
by M., fire gnc guffeved Leavily from enemy artillery fire.

Touch hed not yet been sctablisged with the attack of the .
6th Brigede (ss was thought from previous reports to be
the case) but the 53ia Rattalion who were atill forming %
defonsive flank to prétect the left of the 53rd Batt-
glion, ultimately gzined touch DY patrols in GOTT MIT UNS
TRANCH and the flank was sataplished facing l.E, and connect-
ing the two attacks through I.2l.8. and be.

At Brigade Headguarters the situetion st thie time wag not
¢lear, and continual reports werse peing received concerning
enemy movemend westward =nd concantrations in 1.24. &nd that
vicinity. At 6.50 p.m. the Brigede Commander, in conversation
with the C.0's 5%rd and 56th Battaliong, gave verbal instructi«
ions for immediste report on the existing situation. This
raovecled the gsituation &8 previously given, with a definite
1ine, (along the eastern outskirts of the Cemetary through
1.21.1.7.5.,1.28.5.2.6 end along the southern edge of the
town) with both northern snd southern flanks in touch with
flankine unite, snd o few ispolated posts in I1.22.2. which
were cut off from asgaistance zsnd suffering heavily from
converging fire. The enemy was atill holding out in the N.Te
Rempsrts and his positions 1in 5t.DENIS 00D wexe intact and
doing considerable damage.

while these 2nemy positions were intsct it wae impossible
to advences and il was xnovn that portions of our attack had
rosched 5t.DENIS and thaet the 54th Battellon wase sti1l fighting
in the streets of PUROFLE, with the result thav at that time
it wes impoesible to ask for further artillery preparation
and bombardment of the eneny points of resistance mentioned.

The Brigaede Commander jgsued orders &t £.15 p.m. to the
effect that the line o8& Fiven above should be established and
the elements in sdvance of that line should be withdrawn
to sneble further artillery preperations to be carried out.

The line wae belng held by the ddrd Rattolion on the left,
#ith the H65th Batialion forming & defengive flank to thelir

. 1left rear, the 56th Rattalion in the centre, connecting the
53rd Battzlion from Gthe cemetery to the r4ath Battalion in
PRRONNE and the 54th Rattslion on the right holding the line
of the waterways ol the southern outskirts of PLRONHE and
connceting with the 10th A,I.Brigede on the causeway in I.%%«bs

— e = r
= g

e = = .
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The 58th snd 59th Bsttelions were reported to be bocth on
the Last gide of the Riverin that wvicinity but their fur-
ther advence wee held up by K.G. fire from the dirvection
of FLAWICOURT. At 8 p.m. it was decided owing .to the
crowdecd ares in which they were to withéiréw all but one
compeny easch of the 58th end 50th Buttalions to the
weetern bank ¢f the river.

The two compenies (one from each 58th and 59th Battnlions) =
left on the eistern side of the river were to hold the .
nosts st the road ond reilway bridges in I.33.4. and

deny the crussings to the enemy.

It was obyicus .by nightfall that the cover occuried by
the Machine Gun aestis in the N.E. outeskxiris of D RO
wes vroof against anything but & several hours heavy
bombardment: i% had besn ex-~sted Lhat the machine gun
fire mizhs be keont douwn by tlhe bombsrdment and that the
oocupants could be declt with @s thoge had been wao
.ocoupied the remainder of the town - by bayonet and bomb.
Owing to the slow nropresg of the atvack, due to ths
strenuous opoosition, it was founa chat the artiliery
4 arogramms ren shead of the attack and thut even - Vd;
those naste silenced uy our shalle were abla to come ouaes
sgain inty astion bsfore murugﬂ§@§ﬁrgfag_gn&qhedk

The outstaading featurss of thig/ opevation were: -

(a) The fighting pracaedine Zerc bo allow '(C' Company,
53rd Bettalion, to reach its sssembly position;

(b) The negotiation of seversl Owelts of wire by the
whole attack under heavy converging machaine gnun fire.
(c) The entry cf the H4th Bsttalion into PZRONHE in the
face of hesvy aertillery fire end s sweeping machine gun
barrege acrres twe narrow footoridges, and '

(d) The emplcyment of an enemy gun by three privates of
the Sord Battalion, who brsuzht & 77?mem. into action
under heavy direct artillery snd mechine gvn fire and
veed 1t with coneidersble effect over open sightis sgeinst
the enemy on MOINT &€ "UDILTIN, .

7., OPHRATIONS. 2/9/18.,

At 9.50 p.m. sfter consulntion with the G.0.C. 2nd
puetralisn Division end the Corpe Commander re further
pronosed sction, the Divielonul Commander held a confer-
ence =t Hesdoudrters, 8th A.I.3rigade, at which the
T following were present: -
: Brigodier Generals Commending 8th A.I,Brigade
| 14th A,1,Brigade
156th A,I.Brligade
- CeRoAo | .
"ho Divisionul Commander ezpluined the Plan of Qperations
for the attaek to take place the fellowing d&ay (2/9/18),
This involved sction by both 1l4th Infantry Brigade and
15th Infentry Bripade, supported by artillery.
owing to the bad state of the roeds the ey which was
to huve pleked up G.0.Ce 15th A.I.3rigade missed hinm and
consaquently hs did not arrive ot the conference until
shout 2:30 .M. G,0.,0., 14th A,TI.Brigade had left the
conferenocs befare this hour to take negessary action
regarding hie Brigade. Consaguently ulthoush infarnied
of the generuzl plan for the 15th A,T.Brigade attack, ne
had not the opportunity of discussing the detalled
plﬂ.'ﬂ Hi'trh the G.0.C» 15th A-I-Brigﬂda-

o ki
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The attack was to made in conjunction with an attack
by the 2nd Australian Division on the left, whose

ob jective was to be KOROS ALLEY and RUPPRZCHT TRENCH
twus gaining possession of the high ground on our left

filenk.

e

GENFRAL (&) The 14th A.I.Brigade was .to attack eastwards North of
PIRONNZ - objective N and S grid line bwtween squares
1.25. and I.24. i,e. to gain a footing on the ridge wes?
of HiESSE TRENCH.
one Battalion was to Carry on the mopping up of N.E.
end of PIRONI'KE.
(b) The 15th 4 I.Brigade was to De distiributed as follows: -
5 Battalions to fullow the 56th and two companiesg S5&th
Rottalions, then to move south through I.29. and attack
ridge in 1.35. and 0-5. |
1 Battalion to move through PZRONNE sand mop up Ramparts
N.E. of PLRONNE (essigting 54th Battalion).
defensivelys- one Boital-on to hold tho Divisional front on the west
- 1Y = vk o f tie Soifiiivand, if possible, tO gain s footing
on the eaptern bank.
(¢) The infeniry attacks were %o be sarried cut under suproLt
' ' , of shoots on selected areas by the 2Tty

INPANTRY  ‘14th A.I.Brigade.

ACTION.
: yards east of N

(e) Jumping Off Line - N and 8 Line 150
nd 5 grid line between squeres I.zl.a and b.
(b) (i) The zttack was +to ba msde by the 56th Battaliol
supported by two compenies 55th Battalion, - all
on & one conpany front - {.9. H companies in

dﬁpthn
(11) 54th Battslion was %o mop up N.BE. end of PERONIE.

(¢) Horthern Buundarg of Attsck. - B snd W grid line
etween Ii g I'ﬂr .

p i P e
(d) Objeative. N and S grid line betwaeen I.23 and I.24.
(o) The Trontage of attack was about 600 yards, opening
out in I.23. to 1000 yards.
(£) On reaching I,23. the companies of 55th Battallion were
to fses south and protect flank, and i f possible,
sdvance southwards into I.29. and link up with 15th

Infentry Brigade in A TS

156th A.I.Brigade.

(g) One Battalion (58th) was to move into PERONNE and at

zero plus 30 to attack RAMPARTS in I.22.c. and t0 mop
up sres in I.28.0. and I1.28.8. and b, assieting 54th
Battalion. The attack was TO be made from West to
Rest as artillery bombardment 1ifted.

(h) Two Bettalions (59th end 60th) were to follow 56th
Bottalion and two companies 55th Bsttelion in attack

North of PERONNZ.
These Battalions were 1o attack the ridge in I1.99. and ™

0.5. moving south through 129,
(1) one Battalion (57td) was to hold the line on the west
benk of the S0iHE in 0.9 and 0.9, defensively, and
if opnortunity offered, t0 CYOSS the footbridge
through the swamp &t 0.%.0.8.1. to the eastern side. .

TS < e _ J

. P — - —_— i — L
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ARTILLARY

ZERO HOUR

—

8. ACCOUKT OF

S 5 4 7

The action of artillery was to consist of bombavdments

o< selected areas in &ccordance with & time table specified
by brigadiers concerned.

These areas and time .of ghoots are shewn on iap "R".

ZERQO hour was to be 6 a.m,

The time thus available to Brigadiers between receiving
their instructions aud the actusl move of troops in
accordance with the instructions was extremely short.

14th A

=

-~

c Brigads.

THE UPjﬁﬁTIOL.

See hMaps .
" BH 311&. " D"
attached.

2/9/18.

At 5153 ﬁ:mu

The attack, ss nlsnned, necessiteted the withdrawsal
of the Eﬁth Raettzlion (léth A.T.Brigede} from the
line to the nssembly position by ZERO (6 s.m.) snd
its place to be trlen by the 54th Battalion.
The relief was camﬂlated by 5.15 a.m. and the &§6th
Bettalion was Ubher moving into the position of assembly.
the tombeicuent on the 7th 3Brigade front
and the "Heavy" bomberdment on the H., 1. Ramparts of
PERONIE opened, Qur a2rtillery fire was replied to by éen
enemy bariasge even moré intense than thaot experienced
during the mornine of the lst September, asnd falling scress
the assembly positicns of the 56th Battalion. This
caused considerable ccniusgion, snd prevented, to a great
extent, the tronsmission of information to Junior leaders
and men of the cperaiionu in hsrd. Before reaching the
start line, the 56th Battzlion had suffered heavily. All
officers of three companies were
casualtied £nd the commands taken over and organised by
the senior N.C.0. present. The two companies of the 55th
Battalion who were tc follow the attack, also suffered

.~ from the enemy counter barrage prior to Zero, but
not o heavily as to affect their organisation.
At Zero the sttack commenced and was met immediately by a
hurricaene M.G, fire from the Ramparts (which d4id not seem
to be affected by our bombardment, which was still contin-
ving upon it) from 3t.2ENIZ and from the »INDMILL in I.17&.
Thig converginy fire inflicted considerable naguslties
on the 56th Battalion, ons company only bsing &ble to
push forward and that by the splendid courage, leader-
ship, and exsmple of the N.C.0, in command, Sgt.0'CONHQOR.
This company reached & pﬂlnu 500 yarde in advanﬂe of the

‘start line and there dug in, 35 strong.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The two compsnies of the 55th Rattalion, who were nominallyt
to follow in rear, on secing the situation snd observing
that the 56th Battaliun had been unable to gain ground as
& whole, worked forward on the left and succeeded in pene-
trating as far as the emoankment running south from the
BRICKWORLS in I.22.2.6.9. These two companies established
along: this bankand &t 6.45 a.m. two platcons endeav-
oured to cross the embsnkment snd work round the eastern
flank of the Ramparts. This, however, was impossible,
owing to the M.G. fire, and the attempt had to be abandoned.
At 7.45 a.m. one company 53th Battalion succeseded in gaining
a footing in the BRICKWORKS and by vigorous sction forcead
the enamy to withdraw from St.DINIS, and established a line
across ths St. DMHI: - Mt.3t.QUENTIN Road just sast of the
BRICKAORKS . _
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Meanwhile Sgt. 0'CONNOR hed ayccecded in dribbling men
forward on his flaanks, and by 9.90 a:m. had established
touch with the 55th Battalion on 2is 1e®t at about I1-82.68.6.8.
Coing dent with these eventis the 56th Battelion had estab-
1ighed touch with the 59th Battalion (who were distributed
along the line) on vheir right and who, in turn, had
connected with the 54th Battalion south of the Cemetery.
At 10 a.m. the apvroximate line held on the left sector was
a8 followsg: -
1.16.0-6,2 ~ the BRICA:IORAS (inclusive) - 1.22.8.6.8 =
thence to the Ramparts about I.22.0.2.0.
The N.®. Ramparts of D2TRONNE had now been cleared of the
enemy by the H4th nattal:on.  agsisted by portion of the
58th Battalion, and & pout ositablished at 1.22.4.3.3 and
three companies of H58th Dattelion were moving through ,
PEROYNS to establish a8 Line on the light railway to the
enst of the town. The sceunring of the right flank of the
§5th Battolion by 1tes Junction with the 56th Battalicn
enabled themiﬁpkgttempt to sdvance their line to include
g t,DENIS which/was undertskel st once. 1t was found on
orgss ing the 5%.DENIS - 2LT3GOURY Road that the ensny was
holdine & gtrong outnost Jliue in the western outskirts of
3V .DENIE woaﬂﬁﬁgirggﬂtha 10" low immedistely to the north.
In the initiel/the BOth Battollon were guccessful in captur-
ing & nest of two mechine gune with one officer sand 10 other
ranks, but the casunalties suffered in vhe posil kan gained
were go severe that it was decided %o withdraw/the line near
the BRICKWORKS. This was done shout 2 p.m, the company be.rg
then only 2 officers 25 cthers in gtrength. Before ll a.m:
the 54th Bettalion post st IT.824d:0:9 had been extended 1o
the N and 8 by the 58th Pattalion who were reported (eboutw
3 p.ms) to extend from atcut T.22.0.2.0. to I.22.,d.4.0 Woere
they joined with onxe ccnrary H4th Battalion and extended
their flark to the south frum 1.22.4.%.3 to the south~gast
corner of the RAVPARTS fromw which the line was continued
glong ths southérn outskr1te of the town to the Ceuseway in
I1+83.D, -
This wae the situstion throvghout the early afternoon and it
768 anticipated that, shculd we be able to enter snd esteblish
in St.DENIS WOOD permenertly, 1t would be possible for the
whole line to sdvance. As ths 55th and 56th Battalions were
r congiderably reduced and thelr elements closely interlocked
the Brigasde Commander inetructed Lisut-Colonel P.iw. WOODE
0.5.0. M.C. H5th Battelicn, to take charge of the situation
forward, to copsolidate the line held and organise ite
deferce with the 55th and 56th 3a%talions withdrawling any
e other ‘elements into surport.
No further offeneive operationg were und er taken.

15th AuI. BRIGADE

The 58th Battslion wes detailed to agsist the 54th Rattalion
in the mopping vp of PERONNE AND THE 0.C, 58th Battalion
proceeded to gest in touch with 54th Battalion.
59th and 60th Battelions were detailed to push through after
the 58th Battzlion in that order, form up behind 14th A.I.
nrigade, pass through them and guin the ground in 0.95.
These Battalions were to proceed via the northern outskirts

* of PURONNE to & selected jumping off line (extending from
1.25.82,6.8 to T.22.c.6.8, and form up, 60th Bettalion on the
right and 59th Battalion on the left). The 60th Battalion wus
detailed to clear FLAWICOURT and CHAIR WoOD and then to push
south end form & defensive flank along the lins 0.l5.central

O.6.a.0antr:1,

-
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The 59th Batislion was to push on =nd secure the high ground
in 0.5.
The 57th Battalion was to remain snd hold the line on the west
bank of the EUhmE in 0.%. and 0.9. and if opportunity offered
to eross the fcot bridze vhrough the gwamp 8t 0.9.0.8.1.
The 58th Batt 2].ion met with strong opposition, esnecially
naechine gun fie, but continued to ~vork eastwards through the
V.3, vortion of P30NHE sand in this fighting took 4 officers
and 100 O.R'g prisoners.
The 59th and %0%th 3attalions moved sccording to plan, passing
through very heavy mechine gun fire snd gss shelling. gwing
to the heavy cazunalties suffered by the 1l4th Brigade and ths
intense machine gun fire from the Mt.Jt.QUENITIN Ridge in I.16.
I.17. and I.18. which prevented any further advsncs . .he time,
the two Battalions by 10 =2.m. Were situanted =28 follows: -
59th Battelion in line with Battalions of 14th Brigade from
I1.82.8:6+8¢ to T.22.8.7+9. 60th Battelion in reaxy lying in the
-open in I.c2.4.,
At 12.30 p.m. the 59th Battzlion werc endsavouring to push :
forward their right flank slong ths lins of the railwsy thraunu
I.22.8., and b. to the road junction in 1.22.b.33 pivoting on
the 55th Battalion near the Factory ut IT.22.8.70.99.
The enamy srtillory fire ut this stage was intense.
From examinatlion of prisoners it aop -ared that the 78th Divis-
ion h-d evidently .besen plceed in the line to retake PHROUNZ.
At 1.20 p.me therefore, instructions were issued to the 157L
Brigads to take special meazsures to cover &ll espprosches 1o
PERONIT from the direction of FLALICOURT and CHAIR .00D. The
25th ifachine Gun Compnany (attached 15th Brigade) was sccordir:!y
" disposed to cover these approaches and platoon poste we. G
establiched by 57th Battalion to guard the bridges al J1.88.8.0.%
and Teddedod.2
In the meantime the c¢lesrirne uo of the KF,3., extremity of PrRQULL
had been continuins snd at 1.0 p.wm. the sdvanced Troops wers:
digering in on the line T.22.¢.9.5. to approximately I1.28.b.0.%.
A pvoet was slso nub in at I.22.c.7.4. Nachine gun fire was
nartieculurly severe at this time from FLAMICOURT I.Z9.central.,
and I.25.D0e hile these ovnerations were bdeing carriasd out io
the vieinity of 2. 80RL5, the 5%7th 3attalion waes endesveouring 10
eroas the 0uii> msrshes in Q.d. and 0.9. The enemy however
was holding the pogition stromgly /ith mschine guns znd inilicted
heavy loeses on our nutrols, forecins us to temporsarily absndon
=ny further sttampts.
At wbout 6 n.M. the Divisional Commsnder held a- conferﬂnce of
Infentry Brigandiers snd C.R. 4. at Hesdouarterse 15th A. I,
31'1& ide.
After receiving from Infsntry Brigsdicrs the latest iniormation »
ragarding . he sitvetion on btheir 3rigade fronts snd flanks, the
Di?iaiﬂnal Commander dccided that no further dffensive zetion
should be undertaken during the night, snd that the 15th A.I,
3rigade should raelisve the 14th 3,I1.3rigads.  This was carried
uut during the night.
The front line of the Division on the¢ night 8nd/érd September
res a8 follows: -
II16 Coe ¢ i 0 = I-EE.EL-& 7 = I 33.0.2 0 - 1122 GedDeDD =
Te22.de0e0. thenc: &long cagtern ou.Lskirts ot RKonparts -
T.28.b.3.,8 - thenc: wost along south edge o PUROLNS -
along Ceusewey 0 Ledd.0e4¢00 = thenco’clong weet bank of
S50,

M"'ﬂ.f 4
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9. BEGINZ3RE. The distribution of EZngineers and ?Pionsers was &8s
follows; -
8th Pield Co.A.B, w7as affiliated with 8%th A.I.Brigade
and on the nignt of 30th August had moved bsek with
Brigade Group into Réservs at FAY.
14%th ¥reld Co.4 E. was affiliated with 14th A.I.Brigsde
anG was locaced 06 H «05:8.0,0, near FLAUCOURT.
For the “wrpose of the operstion, one section of sapners
was to proceed .with the Hesdouarters of each of the
Assgulting Battelionsg to carry out any Bngineers work
which sghou>d bscome necessary in view of the prob=bility
of bridg-ng being necegsary on the COLOCN? river.
This compaay hed one section detached with Fivigionel
Pentoon Detechment, and ons section in Reserve at
Compeny Headaguax ters.
In order tu assist the l4th Field Co.A.E, 1f any large
works beceme necessary, "D" Company, S5th Pioneer Battaliowu
was atteched, to work undar the orders of 1l4th Field Co.
Commander.
15th Field CO-A.E. wag affilicted with 15th A.I.Brigsde
in the line along waeet banks of SOMNME, south of PUKONNE,
with Comneny Hendguarters et Quarry, N.4.b.9:2.(FLAUCOURT)
The nutural employment of this company was to make
crossings over HOMKE CAIRL sand 3uAMPE for 15th A.T,
Brig=ade, the maln oridges into PERONLIE having been
destroyead by the enemy.
The 15th Field Co. A,%. was to have the use of one
section of cach 14th znd 8th Pield Companies which were
gstanding by with Pontoon Detachment.
oth Australisn Pionecer Battalion wag located st H.34.
d.8.0. and ite employment for the operations was to be
- a8 follows: - |
(2) Preparatory work up to Slst Augsut was, sscisting
15th Field Co.A.8%, in the transport and ersction of
bridging moterial for croseing SOMME, ~nd wide
swamps. This wus to be continued during the operat-
ions.
(b) Repairs were to be carried out to 511 important
roads 2nd approaches to PTHONUT bridges.
One¢ company vias aveilsable to go, &s previously
gtated, with the 14th ricld Co.A,%.,to assist them
with any extensive works which might be neccessitataud.

CORE DO 1lst and 2nd September 1918.
6%h Field Co.A, . (less ons section) was in Reserve with
8th A.I.Brigade ond did not take psrt in sotion. One
section assisted the 15th Field C0.A,E. on bridze work.
14th Ficld Co-A,T. One Section cssisted the 156th Field
0o.A.%, oa bridze worx 3 of PERQONIE. Repalirs to foot-
bridzeg cecross the 3014i% and swamps West of PLRONIE wers
carried out, and one floztinzg timber bridge in Cansal was
moved from I.25.2.6,6 to IT.25.D.1.1. to Join up with foot
vridge zoross swaup at 3t.RADEGONDE. No Enginesr work was
_found necessary by section which went with 54th Battalion
so 1t returned to Compuny Headguarters by & p.m. on 1lst
- september. |
over Aobrigy ¥Foot bridge was erected by seetion zecompanying H,Q. 56th
in mo=t =t J

HattﬂTioﬁEI.E?.h.E,E where main rozd bridge had been
déestroyed.. Only other works required and carried out by
this unit wers raconnaissance revorts on roads, RH.E.
dumps ate.

- - = e e —— _...—w:r
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15th Field Co.A.Z. This unit durinz the operations of
ISt ond 2nd Sepieomoer carried out the following Works; =
Completed footbridge CVET 400 yardg of SOMME and Swamps
in 0.3.d. requiving & total of 180 yards of brldging
paseable for infanvry in file.

Completsd one br:r(ige &% T.33.d.4,9, fit for Field
Artillery by 22.30 &.m. on 1st instent and for motor
transport Later tne same day.

Convigsted recuiilalssasace of rouds through PIROBNE, end
of heavy bridges BuULLL intaect at I,35.0.2,9, Eanemy
demolition cia ges (&) ware romovad from these bridges.
complated Fvoi-hriages &CTOSE debris of demolished
railway br:dgec lesding acrosSs 8wWLmDH g,4., of FLAMICOURT,
and over demol.gasd w0ad DYLUgE at To39,bads4e

5th Aughbra..an ©7 216 yy patha.ion. tork curried on by
T B MG O Lom 8id ZuG Sep senber 1918 was, ;-

Repair and ma.ntenadce of priucipal roads, and further
ragommeaissance sund raports on advaneed roads.
rRo-grading of approaches to daviation bridge for M.T,
at 1.33.4.4.9,

Agsisted with men, =ad transport of material, in the
gonatruction of f00 t-oridges across SOMME, Jest and
gounth of PERONIE.

PONIOON BEUIPMANT.

The whole Divisional Zugineer Fontoon Tauipment was

2 ik

on wagons, resdy for immediste despatch where 1t might
e required, but no occasion to use it sroee ‘during
thess oparations.

10.ARTIILEXY  Artillery support to the operations was rendored by

shoots on selsctod areas at times _required DY
Infantry Brigadlsrs concerned, vide maps "A" and n !
attached.

he feature of the artillery |, Work {es with the
infontry) was the extremely short time available between
the formulation of the Plans of Attack and the commence-
ment of the Attack. This rendsred wreeping barrages and
eleborate asrrangsments impossibls. .
Instructions were issued DY telephone and confirmed as
soon as possible by written instructions. Trace maps
were delivered to Artillexy and Infantyy Briguodes prior
.%o ZERXQ Hour.

II.E%GHIHE j{achine gune supported the (nfantry throughout the
UNS operations, Ko machins gun barrage was employsd and all,
M.,G., support was rendered with direct fire.
12.SIGNAL Headquarters of Divisional Units were as follows: -
TOMMUNLCAT- Divisionsl Jesdquarters M.9.4.7.1.
TONS Divisicnal Artillery Me23.2.5:0
14th A,I.Brigeds Hel7.0:648°"
15th A.I.Brigede T:32.4d+2+0
5th M.G, 3attalion  Mi16.DeT7e7s

(2) “elephone
A1l EE& sbove unite were connacted by telephone as
woras flank Divisions and Corps.
A1l lines were maintained fairly well with the
exception of the 1oth A.I.Brigade line. This
Headouartere was aitusted in an srea recelving
consideravle shelling and, e-nsequently, much

-.l-l-lu'll-_
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interruption and tyoublz was experiencad in regard O
telepaone communication.
(3) ~IRBLEZS
Owinz to the long distance between Division and
Brigades a directing station with wILSON set wes
eg:abiished at thne Divisional Forward gtation at
H.32.0.6.8. This was in scommunication with Corps,
Daivisional Headyaarters, Flank Divisions, Divisional
Artillery end InZantry Brigades.
owing to shellirg trouble was ezperienced in main-
taining communication with the 15th Brizade oot e
Headouarters wireless =21, '
(4) Pigeons
None waere available.
(5).alr.
" PIvisionsl Dropoing Station wag situated at M.9.4.7.1.
Messages were dropped scourstely from contact plenes
throughout the onerations., '
(6) Despatches
Toscs were fairly good ~nd good westher obtained, 80
that & rapid =nd efficient D,K., Service wam :
maintained. .
Forward of Brigsdes, cyclists and runners Were uged.
(7) Visual -
Therec possible, visual gignalling was employed
forward of grigade Hezdquarlers. :
13. MEDICAL The sarea around PERONNE wes & difficult one as regards

AARJ. NG AIEN TS . evacuation of wounded. The baﬂ_{a%d tan% long routes
gy o (necessiteted by lawk of bridges § ?§a§0¢£ﬁ} weg Very
trying for patients =snd very heavy on embulancg CeIS.
The evacuation of &ll wounded was successfully carried
out in spite of the heavy emsualties and a2dverse
conditions snd reflects great eredit on pearers and
other A.A-.C. personnel concarnad.

Bourer sub-sections of 14th and 15th Field Ambulances
ware attached to 1l4th A.1I,.Brigade and 15th A.I.Brigade

regpectively.

R,A,P's of 14th Brigade were located as follows =
Fard Bettzlion I1.25+0:
54th Battolion R PR
55th Rattalion TeldeDe
f6th Battalion TelOe8o

1t wes intended to open up & more direct svacuation
route from the bridge atb H.24.ds using horse smbulances
back tO L1 i

the gvacuation of the 14th Brigsde wounded was NeC-
assarily at first along the vroute of ev.cuation of the
ond australien Divieion through CLERY =~ FRUILLERES =
A.DsS. HERBECOULT. vounded were carriad from R.A.FP'8
by 14th Field Ambulance bearers oy squad rclays to a
Ford Ambulance Post at HoeBeBebHeDe Pslolrs WoOEE £180
used to carry oub crsuclties and ayecuations proceeded
in & steady stream with no acecunulation.

From the Ford Posti HebBodeH.0« the wounded were taken to
a Sunbaam Ambulance Post &t HelO.Ds6o4o and irom

thence 0 A.Dele
After 24 hours, bridges velny availuble, the ~vacuation

route wes shortened dY aearly six milee 0F pleeing &
Ford csr st HALLL I.19.8.%7.6. znd evaocusnting to H.24.4.
Horge vehiclss shen took csses to Lunpbesm post H.29.4.
where 2 c&ars wsere etationed =nd these avacuated to A.D.t

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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A limber with madicel stores was sattached to the Bearers

and moved forward to the Advenced Motor Post, thus R.KN.0'S
expended gtores were at once rceplaced.

When the 14th Birigade was relieved on the night 2nd/3rd
Saptember, the sres was left without sny wounded remein-

ing to be evacuated.

Cagualties from the 15th Brigude were evecuated viae foo%
bridge I 3d.central down to R. A.P. in 0.2.,central., )
thonce to 1e2%v Modor Post Q0.7:-Db. —
The main motor poust for the 15th Brigude was at ILAUCOURT

and another in H.356.0b,

14, CASUALDIRS, QCasualties suffered were ag follows: -

LITLED . VOUNDED . MISSING . TOTAL
™ 0%T5., O.RS8.1 0%fS.: O.RS. 1 0Xf8, 10O, R8.1 OXTs8.i O.RS, _
' - & i vl s 2
14th AT, Bde. | 10 VX168 ioo8) of. BBRL L, CEUETE6e | 43 (099
) \ L i | t i i
15th A.I.Bde. ! guvt B3R 2l B0.ohe 200, | y S 1 o5 0 B6E
i I | i | I i |
N el R ) P E 1 E 88 E & E 3 E 2 i 96
| i
Sth DiveBngrs., - § & 1 - f 22 ; ‘2ol i o4 ee
. [ ! i [ I l i |
5th Div.Arty. | et B B R e, AR - E - i 2 E 26
b I I | |
other vntte <ot tiaorfrie g ). Bivaks - BB 4. = 4 B i 3 i 44
s T B e e S
i i i i I : : : -~
TOTALS bt 39 E 165 i 57 E 1027 E 5 ¢ 59 )y 783 11261
———————————— ‘-—L—-u--nm--—---q--——--—----——------w--——--—-I-—-------——h—-n---n-—--- El R

The percentage of losses of Assaulting Brig:des and M.G.
Battalion are; - .

Strength on Percentage Percentage ?erGEﬂtagajPeruuntaga

l
| going into | KILLED | WOUNDZD  (MISSING ; TOTAL
i sotion L & ! CASUALTIES
«__Offss ORe 1 0ffs.10ns 10ffe.) ORS 10ffs.t oRer Offs.! ORS.
; | I i | g ey | =% Ty
14th A.I.Bde E 681 1624 | 14,7 7.1! 45.6!38.6) 2.9 | 5.3 63.2 49.0
I | I | | I J I i I '
15th A.I,Bde. | g2t 16100, 3.2 0L B2 2145 dab 1 e E 3?.1? 16,3
I i i | | ] | L]
Sth M.G.Bo. | 411 7881 2.41 .6 2.5 {1190 - | .4 4.9 13.0
15« PRISON:RS Prisoners cavturzd durine the operation were; -
CEPTUR D « Officers Other Ronks
U e 40 800
16, B0OTY the following arme and material were captured by
CAP TUR L 3rigades as under:; - |
14th i.1.Brigsds 15th A, I,Brigsede
5 Flcld Guns 18 machine zuns
91 Rachine Guns 1 Heliograph
4 Minenwerfeor 1 Electrical Exploder
1 Field Cookor 1 Ronge finder

1 belt filler.
In addition, large gusntitices of ammunition, }.G. Dbelts,
end belt boxzes, snd & large number of rifles were captur
anlso & stone orushing machine, 1 workshop wagon and 1
' GISI W&gt}n. ‘

2y
L.
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17.DEDUCTIONS. ARTILLIRY
(1) .hen, a8 in these operations, time for prepsratien
is so limited, snd consequently elsborate artillery
support such ss a creeping barrage cannet be
arranged, the form of the artillery support avail-
able 18 necessarily less effective and does not
render tha close supnort or covering fire which ig so
necosgary to.intentry when attacking an enemy in =a
prapared position, Therefors, ;
(2)Provided the situation will permit of a temporary ..
delay, it is comnsiderpd that 1t would be _ ‘
preferzble to postpone tho sotion sufficiently
to allow of a more elsporute und detailed
artillery programme to be worked out. - |
As it is very often essentisl to zssamble troops |
during darkness, the delay so occzsioned would be '
probably 24 hours.

(b)A: the srtillery support is not so effective
it fcllows thet the infasntry will have more
fighting to do =nd will consequently advanoce
much more slowly. The averuge rate of the advance
of the artillery bomburdments which wsre covering
an infentry esdvance must be much slower thsn is
the azse with crecping barrages.

(2) Prwparatory bonmbardments prior to Zero eliminatve
the surprise affeot obtuined by the simultaneous
opaning of the infantry attsck and the artillery
bombardment, =nd congoequently the eneny darrags
or countor prepsration is put down while our
infantry are still assembling.

It 18 considered that the destruotive effect on the
“7+°. * anemy of bombardments, immediaetely precading ZLRO are

outweighed by the value of the surpriss effect

which would otherwise be gainod, and the saving of

casualties during assembly.

(3) The use by the csnemy of gas aonteined in H,ZE, A\
cshells, end therefore unnoticed by our troops for -
some time, during the approsch msrch and assembly
of our infantry caused a number of our men to bde
temporarily incapacitated.

It is considered that this method of employing
gas 18 very effectliva,

INPANTRY

@ @Ea rate of advance of the infantry was calculated
as commencing at 100 yards in three minutes and
decressing tc 100 yards in four ninutes, angd
artillery programme wae arranged accordingly.

Thie rate was too fast for the roamsons stated in
gub-pars (1) (o) of Pars. 17 - Deductions.

(2) It is nacessary that during training, senior H.C.0's.
gshould ba given the opportunity and practice in
handling Companies in Tactical Schemes. This ie
shown by the fast that 3 companieg of ths D6th
Battalion had 211 offioers medc casualties before
zero hour cn 2/9/18 and the I.C.0's took charge.
These F.C.0's did magnificent work, but had they been
lags capable, serious results might have obtained.
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(3) It {8 suggestad that to aToid a common mistaka made in

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

giving map references - i.e. su~h as givirng H for I and
O for N ~ that the letter should be printed in eash

1000 yards square and be of the game size as the rumbers
0of the sguares, ©.g.,

""‘-"

ENGINEERS TSR W |
The cork float footbridge meterial supplied from the Base

ig too cumberasome in the present form, but ig an exscsllent
idea sg it ocasnnot be sunk by rifle or machine gun firs.

1f s more compact and collapaible form were used, much

?ora vould be transported by a lorry, than in its present
oYm.

MEDICAL.
#hlle ambulanoe nars have to work over roads in a bad
state of repalr, it is important that a first aid lorry
or workshop lorry be attached to the A.D.3. to effeot
immediate repairs to gars.

(2) Pord ambulances, as usgual, proved invalusble.
A reserva of these 18 necessary, so that a Division in
line can draw one or more to replace those temporsrily

out of astion % _ Q alé 3:1-0"@‘6'3

. *:Hajnr-G&neral.
~Commanding 5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,

RCDIGTO13609
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