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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

- —

IsT AUSTRALIAN STATIONARY HOSPITAL.

MA'*ADI Camp.
_ February 1st =
From 0.C. 1st Aust.. Stationary Hospital.

To Colonel Solheim,
Base Records Office,
K asr-el-Nil.CAIRO.

"neclosed please find War Diary written up to

22th January 1©15.
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HA'YADI Camp.
Pebruary 1at 18

From 0.C. 1st Aust. Stationary Hespital.

Te Colonel Solheim,
Rase Records Office,
K asr-21-Nil.CATRO.

¥neclosed please find War Diary written up to the
28th January 1615.

‘.‘ill...iﬂ'lIl"l’l."".‘l“

Lieut-Colonel. .
0.C. 1 A.8.H.
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Place and Time.

#

Remarks or References
to Appendices, &c.,
attached.
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Date. Place and Time.

Remarks or References

to Appendices, &c.,
attached.
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Appendix 1
The selection of men for the Stationary Hospital began on the 10th September

1944, the first men to be taken on were these applicanta for pesitions in
the 4th Tield Ambulance who were net reguired for that unit. Additional

men were called for by advertisements in the daily papers on and after the
14th September 1°14. |

Preference was given those fittud for upﬁaial wnﬁk ~and whe had received
instruction in ambulance work (Outaidr of the lunatic asylum, there are no
male nuwses in South Australia).

After enrollment a most careful examination and observation of the men was
made, and theunit was not actually complete until prior to ileaving Fhlbourne
to embark.

A temporary base hospital was established at Keswick, and the arrangements
made with the Adelaide Hospital for training the men in nursing duties
helped greatly in the final selection.

We have now in the Unit an expert X-Ray man, an architect,as well nu_aevaral
others with a good knowledge of this and other branches of electrical work,
motor and other mechanics, a carpenter and a plumber. "

A fifth year medical atudent is in charge of the operating theatre, and a
recorded dentist is sergeant in charge of nursing duties. The dispenser is

an analytical as well as a dispensing chemist.
¥e were greatly indebted to the Board of Management of the Adelaide Hospital
for permission to train our men there and to the Medical Superintendent,Sisters
and nurses for the help given in that training. The men attended Hospital

in two shifts, the first from 5<0 A.M. to noon, the second from 2-0 P.M.

until 8-0 P.M,

Instruction was given in all vrarches of male nursing and some of the men

were taught the methods of preparing patients for operations and of preparing

i
room, instruments,dressings,sut ,eto.

Our cooks were also instructed in apunial:diut-uoaking}rur Hospital purposes.

In the temporary base hospital at Keswick, the men were instructed in general

hospital duties. Formalities connected with the admission and discharge of

patients, all clerical work, and the disinfection of clothing blankets,etc.

Lectures were given daily on first aid and anatorical subjects; also instruc-
- tion in ganitation, and the general duties in camp life.
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(2)
Yustruction was also given in squad,waggon,stretcher, and company drill.
QU PMFNT
some confusion occurred because of the necessity of procuring a portion
of our equipment in Adelaide, and some elsewhere.
If all of our equipment could not be procured in one centre, why should
that .obtained in Sydney be sent on to Adelaide and then back to Melbourne
(Hospital tents 74) or those made in Brisbane, (tables), not be shipped
there, instead of sending them on to Adelaide and then back to
Melbourne. The Head Office at Melbourne had ample time to look into

Lot
this matter and were specially advised the tents and tables wewed Dbe
P N7/ e

s8guized. This was the cause of needless expense which might easily have

been avoided.

ORD¥RS

Verbal orders were given to entrain on the 2#th November, by the
D.A.Q.M.G. and instructions to start on November 21st, and in

answer to an urgent wire, a final word was given to entrain on November
27th. The answey to this wire was delayed 36 hours. Tents arrived in
Adelaide too late to be taken to Melbourne, and had the Kyarra left

at stated times, they would not have been taken at all.

P T
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Appendix 2
December 24th 1°215.

The 0.C.Troors,
Hospital Transport "Kvarra*

Non-commissioned officers and men in our commands have
mede complaints that it is often impossible for them to obtain a bath -
of either fresh or salt water= between Reveille and the hour at which
they must commence duty.

The causes would appear to be:-

51; the scarcity of bath accomodation.
2) The irregularity of the water supplies.

On several occasions the men have not been able to obtain
sufficient water to wash the socap off their facea after shaving. This
occurred this morning, and also on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week,

‘Complaints have also reached us from Non-Commissioned
Officers and Men, who state that they cannot buy soft drinks and fruit
from the dxy canteen, and that for such goods as they do obtain, prices
are unreasonably high.

The water available for drinking purposes is described as
badly filtered, often warm and unpalatable. The inability to purchase
soft drinks is therefore a hardship on the men.

As we will be experiencing further hot weather after
leaving Colombo, we would respectflully request, that, if possible,
arrangements be made which will raﬁﬂva these causes for complaint.

We would suggest that a ration of lime juice be issued
daily, and that in addition, iffi permissable, corps be allowed to make
up a drink ration containing say, Citric Acid, sugar and water, with a
l1ittle Wsgsence of Lemon, which would be issued to the men at a nominal
price.

We beg to assure you,Sir,that it is our earnest desire
to do-upar&te with you, and to assist you in every possible way in

arriving at, and axcarrying through any remedial measures considered

desirable and practicable. Legnid £ wlt 0-CS 4
U1 8 . 54p

B
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_Appendix °5_ December 30th 1214, r——

L

Lieut-Colonel Ramsey Smith, Lieut-Colonel White, myself, Major Barratt;

Major Jackson, Major McLean and many of the stewnrﬁa dining in first
class saloon were all taken bad with Ptomaine poisoning. I myself

was unable to take solid foods for three weeks, and had to live very
carefully for the rest of the voyage.

A Board of Tnquiry was held and came to the conclusion that the arrange-

ments of the kitchen were bad, and that the position of same rendered

it frightfully hot in the tropica. The facilities for thawing the food

were bad, and the cleanliness of the place and the cooking utensils

not good.

Tach Unit placed batmen at the disposal of the Steward(Chief) for
waiting at tables;etc, but the staff of cabin stewards was as a whole
most uncivil, and threatened to strike on several occasions.

T consider that the feeding accomodation of the Kyafraulan quite
inadequate, and that the ship was only suitable for short trips
along the Australian Coast. I also consider that she should not carry
more than 500 passengers, and that she was not intended for g long
voyage such as she was used for on this occasion.

The weather luckily was mild nearly the whole way, or there would

have been serious trouble from various sources.
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KEERNATEX
Telegram. 1

From D.A.Q.M.G. Australian and New Zaaland Army Corps, Cairo.

"Twenty first You can move to Maadi,Camping Ground ready

and house sanctioned"

Telegram No 2
From Jatrophic, Cairo Station. Jan 26th 1915

" Held half your Hnapitll of ficers personnel and equipment
in readiness to proceed on short notice to Port Said

to open hospital there. Matiresses should be taken not
bedsteads"

Telegram No 3 Tan 27th 1015.

From Jatrophie, Cairo Station.

WTrain leaves from No 2 platform, nct %o 1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1014194



Lo},

/"/

Appendix No 4

i

The attached is a confirmation of telephone nmaaa'.g'a" received

on the 26th instant at 5-0 P.M. Instructions were immediately given

to divid~ up Hespital and the Quartermaster ordered to proceed

with packing,etec.

Personnel, to go to Ismailia, also half of equipment,baggage,

RN uan

and two motor ambulances.

Officers, Major.Powell in command, Major Newland,Cart Verco, and

Capt, Lowry.
Staff Sergeant Dispenser
Head Nursing Duties.
Stores.
Motor Ambulances.
Clerk.
Nursing.
Cook.
General Duties.

Nursing Duty Section.
General Ward Duties.
General Duties.

Motor Drivers.

FEtxrn

Officers. 4
Sgt Ramsey.
Sgt Marshall.
Sgt Raphael.
Sgt Duckett.
Lance Sgt Luck{Sergeants. 5
Cpl Smith and Lee Cpl Bates..

Cpl Brown.
Cpl Reed.
Corporals. 4
Privates 12
. 7
" 1d
v 3
Total. All ranks. &e

Telephone Instruction received to take bedsteads as well as

mattresses, and one days ration. Major Bagshawe communicating.

On the 27th, telephone message received from D.M.S. to take

seven days ration less meat and bread. The supply officer was notifged

Half unit personnel,epuipment,baggage and rations left as per

instructions. On the 28th, applied to Light Horse Field Ambulance

for transport and sent all casea fit for removal from house hospital

to camp hospital, only keeping enough personnel at former place

to look after any serious cases.

Have repeatedly asked for Brigade Orders but received no

response.,
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VYRY PRYSSING”
D/\¢/8/153/15

The Officer Commanding,
Stationary Hospital, Maadi.

In continuation of my telegram of this morning, the
following arrangements have been made.

Four 30 ton trucks, and two flats for motor ambulances
will be put down at Maadi by 7«0 A.M. 27-1-15 for loading.

These must be loaded with all baggage for Ismalia by
1-30 P.M. when they will be run to Cairo Mﬁin Station Yard.

Personnel to be at Cairo Main Station No 1 Platform
by 3=30 pm 27th inst.

You must arrange for fatigue parties and transport.

Seven days rations will be placed on the train by

3-50 m-
(Signed) H,V.Bagshawe..
Major. R.A.M.C.
. DeA.DeM,.B.
Cairo.
26=-1=1915.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1014194



Appendix 5
Jan 29th 1915
Recelived notice from Abbassia Barracks that two of my men had been
arrested for being in Caire after 10-30 although I had given them leave.

These were the first two to whom leave had been granted since our
arrival, and they were gent in on duty. E

On making inguiries I found that all leave had been stoppud.nn the
sath instant in camp orders. AS no camp orders were issued to us, I was
not in a position to instruct my men accordingly.

Lance Cpl Pride was sent with a letter to Provost Marshall at
Abbassia Rarracks instructing them to release men.

T went into Cairo and interviewed Staff raymaster re Stationery
and forms not issued in Australia. THe agreed to pay forall stationery
obtained at Whitehead Morris and Co,Ltd, and.alan.ngraed to pay for
coal,coke and drugs,that we have been unable to obtain, and which
i:ﬂ a.'bsulﬁtely necessary for carrying on hospital.

He recormended me to order what was at present necessary, and get
quotations for future stock.

In-formed D.M.S.Staff Officer re Measles in camp, and that
precautions should be taken to pra7ant_apruad of same to incoming
troops. Suggested to Staff Officer of 0.C.Brigade that steps be taken
to prevent infection of new troops coming into camp. Recormmended him
to have tents sprayed with Forrmalin with McKenzie Spray, and closed
up for one day, and XER opened tc sun and air.

When new Brigade comes inte camp, they should shift tents to

new space of unused ground alongside theirpresent positions.

a
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