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Amongst the Medical preparations for the Battle of MESSINES
was the establishment of a combined Corps Main Dressing Station
and Corps Collecting Post which was established for the purpose
of dealing with all the wounded of the Divisions on the
Southern Sector,

All wounded stretcher and walking cases were brought to this
Station, as well as all the Sick of these Divisions,

ACCOIMVODATION:= The Station was planned and established by Colonel BEGG,
D.D.,m,S,, 2nd ANZAC. It was situated about 8000 yards behind
the front line, and on the main line of evacuation, at the point
where one of the roads from the front line ran into the main
evacuating road, Plan of the Dressing Station is attached- Vide
Appendix 1,=

The Walking Cases and Stretcher Cases were kept entirely

separate; the Collecting Post and Main Dressing Station being
run by separate staffs but under the one command.

DRESSING This consisted of 4 large Nissen Hospital huts (60 ft. x
ﬁIAII.QH%" 20 ft) and 14 small Nissen huts (30 ft x 14 ft.), Pack Store,
itchens, Latrines, Ablution Place, and quarters for Officers and
personnel.

Huts were set aside for Admitting, Dressing, Wards and
Evacuations, '

Cases were all received in an Admitting Hut, and from
there were passed to Dressing Room, Wards or Evacuating Hut, as
decided by the Admitting Officer, there being no crossing of
traffic at any stage.

: Cases for Evacuation were picked up by the M,A.C., from
the Evacuating Huts direct,

METHCDS All stretcher cases were brought by Ambulance cars from

OoF the front line, and the cars passed, in one direction, through

CLEARANCE the private road, "The BCOMERANG", of the Dressing Station,
thus keeping the Main Road clear,

The cars were halted at the Admitting Hut, and unloaded
there by special Bearer squads., Patients were taken into the
Admitting Hut where they were seen by the Admitting Officer,
recorded, and given A,T.S. Cases that required re-dressing and
surgical interference were passed into the Dressing Room;

Moribund cases were sent to the Moribund Ward; and other cases
were passed straight through from the Admitting hut to the
Bvacuating Hut as directéd by the Admitting Cfficer,

From the V. D.S. cases were sent by the M, A.C. to C.C.S,
or the Divisional Rest Stations., There were two D,R,8's, one
of which took all cases of sickness that were likely to be fit to
rejoin their Units within a week; the other took lightly wounded
and cases of Exhaustion likely to be fit within a week, All
other cases went to C,C.S.

STAFF: = The Staff consisted of six Tent Sub=Divisions drawn from
six Australian Field Ambulances, (4th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th and
13th), assisted by a Bearer Sub=Division of a New Zealand Field
Ambulance and a Fatigue Party of 50 Infantrymen, This gave a
staff of Medical Officers as followsi=

1 Lieutenant-=Colonel Commanding,
4 Majors,
6 Captains,
1 Lieutenant (N.Z.)
the Major of one Tent Sub=Division having been withdrawn
to run a Railway Clearing Service.

M_QF_( The work was divided into the following Departmentst:=
STAFF:=(1) Admissions, (2) Dressings, (3) Wards, (4) Evacuations, 1
(5) Special Wards, (6) Records, (7) Q.V.Department, (8) Pack=-

Store, (9) Mortuary and (10) Accessories,

b
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DT _OF Before work was started "General Principles of Action" werq
STAFF laid down for the general conduct of the work (Appendix 2).
{Ccontd) The Staff worked in 12 hour shifts throughout, except for

one very short period,

ADMISSIONS: = One Officer was on duty at all times at the Admitting Hut,.

He saw all cases and decided as to whether they were to be
(a) Dressed, (b) Held in the Wards, or (c) Evacuated, and he
determined the order in which cases should be dealt with in
Dressing and Evacuating Huts,

He supervised the work of the Admitting clerks, and the
administration of A,.T.S, He also had charge of the Bearer
squads and ordered drinks or stimulants if necessary.

The following staff was available to the Admitting Officer|:-

Orderly to Admitting Cfficer 1

Clerks 4

Bearer Squads--Unloading 2 Squads

Clearing 53 . "

A.T.S., := S§.8gt. Dispenser 1

Orderlies 2
All worked 12 hour shifts,
DRESSINGS:= A large Nissen hut was fitted up as a Dressing Hut to

accommodate eight (8) Dressing Units., A Dressing Unit was
complete in itself for the treatment of any case and it consisted
of an Operating Table, (Stretcher on trestles), with Table for
Dressing, (10 ft, x 2ft.6in.) and Shelves (10 ft, x 1ft.), with
one large Steriliser to each four (4) Tables,

On the tables were placed the instruments, lotions, and
dressings required to dress the case and each Unit was self=
contained, ‘ _

A large supply of rum=jars had been obtained beforehand,
These were used for lotions, and were exchanged by the
Dispensary Staff, when empty, and full ones given for them,

It was found that a staff of two Orderlies per table was
sufficient, together with two orderlies for general fatigues for
the whole room= attending to cleaning room, removing soiled
dressings, and old clothing, etc.

The Dressing Room was staffed by One Tent Sub-Division
when things were quiet and by two Tent Sub=Divisions during
busy times, ZEach Tent Sub=Division provided two Cfficers
and eight trained dressers who worked in pairs at each table,

Thus during the heavy work the eight tables were continuous=
ly employed with two trained dressers at each, and during less
busy times, with four tables, each with two dressers,

It was found sufficient to have one Officer per three
tables, and during busy times, one Officer per two tables,

The work of the Officers consisted of performing any
urgent operations, and in directing and supervising the dressers
who did the actual dressings.

The general instructions of the 2nd Army on the work teo
be done in the Field Ambulances was closely adhered to,(vide
Appendix 3.)

There was a clerk attached to the Dressing Room to make
notes of any operations or Dressings for the Field Medical Card,
A.F.W.3118, to note change of destination or diagnosis made
in the Dressing Hut, and enter them on W.3118 and butt of
A.F. W, 3210,

A hot water system was established in =ach Dressing Room
consisting of a 50 gallon tank, the water being heated on the
Thermo=-Syphon System from a furnace placed without,

WARDS: - There was accommodation in the Wards for up to 300 cases,
and if evacuations had been blocked and it had been necessary
to hold all cases accommodation could have been found for at
least 300 more, making it possibdle to hold up to 600 stretcher
cases in the Dressing Station.

Two Wards were set aside as Officers' Wards, and fitted
with beds, bedside tables, etc,

One Ward was used as a Moribund Ward and one large
Marquee was used as a Gas Ward,
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!?Eﬂﬂ; The "Gas" Ward was fitted up with all the equipment
Contd, ) necessary for treating 20 cases simultaneously with dontinuous
Oﬂgﬂnl

w- An N.,C,0., Nursing Duties, was in charge

of the Wards, with ore Orderly per ward during busy times, and
one per two or three wards during quiet times, The Wards

were supervised by the Officer in charge of Wards and Evacuations.

EVACUATIONS: = Cases for Evacuation were assembled in a large Nissen hut
whence they were loaded into the M,A,C,cars in order of urgency;
cases for C.C.S, and D.,R,S's being kept separate in the Hut and
sent forward in separate cars, While in the Evacuating Hut
they were supplied with drinks and comforts,

Two lerge Nissen huts were avallable as Hvacuating Huts,
and during busy times they were both worked at their full
capacity.

Staffi- An N¥,C,0, and two men were attached to each hut to
control evacuations and an Officer was detailed to
generally supervise all the Wards and Evacuations, and
to see that there was no undue delay, particularly as
regards urgent cases,

He also attended patients and made such necessary alterations
in Diagnosis or destination as circumstances demanded.

RECORDS: - Four clerks were engaged in the Admitting Hut for the
urpose of recording details of the patients on Buff Slips,
A.F.W,3210), and the Field Medical Cards, (A.F.¥.3118),

They also entered up treatment, diagnosis, destination,
and administration of A,.T.S., under the direction of the
Admitting Medical Officer, It was the duty of the clerks to
pin a Buff Slip on to the envelope containing Field Medical
Card, and the envelope was attached to the patients tunic by
means of the string provided, They entered up details on
body of Buff Slips and Field Medical Cards.

The Buff Slips and the Butt of the Slips were numbered
serially, preceded by a letter to correspond with each of the
clerks, Before the patient left the Admitting Hut the body
of the Buff Slip was torn off and filed for return from time
to time, to the Central Clerks' Office, for making up A. and D,
Books and other reccrds,

The patient left the Admitting Hut with his Field Medical
Card in its envelope and the butt of the Buff Slip remaining
pinned to the envelope showing serial number, patient's
surname and destination.

In the Dressing Room a clerk made any necessary alterations
in the Diagnosis or destination and wrote up brief notes of
treatment on the Field Medical Card,

In the Bvacuating Hut any alteration in Diagnosis or
destiration was marked on the butt of the Buff Slip and Field
Medical Card.

In the case of patients who died in v,D,S,, the butt of
the Buff Slip was returned from the Mortuary with a note to that

effect,
| Before the patient left the butt of Buff Slip was removed,

1 and collected in bundles for return to the Central Clerks'
i Office, ™° The books were kept showing serial number, name and
destination of patient, and ticked off as the patient entered the
car; the object of two books being that one could be checked
by the clerks for verification of their records.

The Staff of the Central Clerks' Office was stationed in
a separate tent, chiefly that they should not be disturbed,
and was arranged as followsi=

One Sergeant Clerk and one Private Clerk during the day
| working on A, and D, Books and A,36's., and two Sergeant Clerks
L during the night. During a rush an extra clerk was employed
| at night writing up A.36"'s.
. One Sergeant and one Private were on duty during the day
| making up A.F.W.3185, "Daily Return of Sick and Wounded",
'1 Two Sergeants were engaged during the day making out other

Returns, Wires and dealing with uurraagundanua. (For Detailed

Instructions to Clerks vide Appendix 4),
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"W A Mortuary Tent was placed in charge of an N,C,0, and
and the G R, U, established a small Cemetery in conjunction with
DISPOSAL the C,M,D, S,
or The collection of Personal Effects and recording of

DECEASED Deceased Soldiers was placed in the charge of the Denominations}

EFFECTS. Chaplains attached, and the effects of each man were catalogued
and placed in a separate bag. After the Magnum Opus these
were all returned to their Units for disposal in the usual way,
For detailed instructions to N.C.0. in charge of Mortuary,vide
Sppendix 5). :

PACKSTORE: = As far as possible and actually in nearly every case, the
kits of patients admitted were placed on the stretchers with
them and went through with them to the Evacuating Hut, and
their ultimate destination,.

A certain number of Kits went astray from being loaded
into the cars at A.D,S's., without any means of identification.
These were sorted out in the Packstore and identified, and sent
to the patients, All other surplus gear was handed over to
the Corps Salvage Officer, Salvage included a number of
rifles, a quantity of Bombs, and Ammunition, a Lewis Gun, and
a Telephone.

ACCESSORIES: = The N.Z, Y.M.C,A, established a Buffet and was assisted
by the Australian Comforts Fund. It provided a large Marquee
as shelter for men, and drinks, cakes and biscuits, and
writing material,

While the great bulk of the Buffet work was done amongst
the Walking cases they supplied drinks to the stretcher cases
in the Admitting and Bvacuating Huts, and from the 7th to the
15th June supplied over 25,000 drinks of various kinds,

Their work was of valuable assistance,

MAC - The clearance of the 14th M, A.C, was highly satisfactory.
Ten cars were stationed at the M,D.S,, day and night, and more
cars were made avail-able if required,

RBEARERS & A Bearer Sub=Division of the 4th New Zealand Field

RFATIGUES. Ambulance, together with 50 Infantrymen of the 4th N,.Z.Brigade
supplied all Bearer parties and fatigues, and did all the
loading and unloading of cars, and the Sanitary work of the
M.D.S.

SANITATION: - Fly-proof system of latrines was used throughout, while
all faeces, soiled dressings, etc. and rubbish were destroyed
by incineration. For Instructions to N.C.0. in charge of
Sanitation see Appendix 6).

STERILISER: - A "Foden" Steriliser was attached to the C,M.D.S, and
was available day and night for the sterilisation of dressings,
blankets, clothes atc., and proved to be a very useful adjunct
to the work of the station,.

WATER SUPPLY:= Water supply was drawn by Water Carts from Stand Pipe
three quarters of a mile away where chlorinated water was
available, It was found that during busy times about 16 loads
totalling about 1900 gallons a day were required,

Four large tanks were available and force pumps were
used to fill the tanks from the water carts, The provision
of pumps saved a great deal of time and labour,

SUPPLIES: = Drugs and Dressings were drawn from the Advanced Dapn{t
of Medical Stores and a few extra instruments, Apart from
these the equipment of the Tent Sub-Divisions was used in the
Dressing Rcoms,
*w The Australian Red Cross supplied a great deal of
equipment that greatly added to the comfort and well=being of
the patients,
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A large reserve of Stretchers, (800) , and Blankets
sontd. (7000), was provided and from these additional supplies were

drawn for the Ambulances and Battalions of the Divisions engaged
in clearing the line,

A reserve of P,H,Helmets, Anti-Gas, was also carried,
Arrangements were made for checking stretchers and blankets and
Thomas' Splints arriving from the front line, and these were
replaced as each car returned to %he line, Similar arrang
were made as regards stretchers, blankets, splints, and hot=-
water bottles with the C.C.S,

LCORPS Provision was made for the recording, dressing, and
COLLECTING accommodation of walking cases, apart from the stretcher cases,
POST~ but the same system was adopted throughout,

Walking cases were evacuated by Motor Lorries which
ran to a Time Tzble with seven minute intervals during busy
times, decreasing to one every half-hour as the work eased off,

Walking cases were marshalled in batches of 20, according
to destination, and walked to the loading point, whence they
were conveyed by the lerries to C.C.,S., or D.,R,S, according
to the classification,

In the event of Bvacuations being held up there was
accommodation for up to 700 walking cases in Marquees,

GENFRAL: - The greatest number passed through the Station at any
one time was 3000 cases in 20 hours, from 6 a.m., 7th June, to
2 a.m, 8th June,- that is, just after Zero hour,
The cases came down from the front line remarkably
quickly, many perforating abdominal wounds being in C,C.S,
within 2 hours of being wounded.

REMARKS = It is desirable in running a Dressing Station of this
size to establish a special ward, well fitted with beds, saline
apparatus, stimulants, hot-water bottles, eftc.,, as a rlace for
treating post operativa cases, and also for rallying moribund
cases, It was found that Bqﬂruf the cases set aslde as
"moribund® rallied sufficiently with rest, quiet, and shock
treatment, to justify wither operative interference or
evacuation.

In the "Gas" Ward use was made of a box designed by
Colonel BRGG, for attachment to a gas-mask for administration
of oxygen, and also of a mask made by cutting down a "GLAXO" tin
to fit the face, putting rubber tubing around the edge to make
it a close fit, and soldering a drilled cartridge case into the
bottom as an inlet. These masks were of great value in
treating gassed cases with inhalation of oxygen. It was found
that cases admitted suffering from respiratory embarrassment,
and showing cyanosis and an irregular pulse berefitted greatly
by the administration of continuous oxygen. When the color
became good, and the pulse steady, and respiration was easy,the

. oxygen was stopped and given cnly at intervals, the administrate
ion being guided entirely by the indications given by the signs
and symptoms referred to, 90% of the gassed cases so treated
recovered sufficiently to be evacuated.

For the administration of A.T.S. little trays were
designed by Captain HARRISON, holding a bottle of lysol, one of
ether, A.T.S., and a kidney tray for syringe and needles, The
gyringe was sterilised by filling with lysol, emptying, and
cleansing by filling and emptying with ether, This gives a
rapid and effective sterilisation of syringe and nesdle.

The c¢ases in general came down from the line, and A.D.8's,
very well dressed, and all fractured thighs came with Thomas'
Hip Splints and suspended,- arriving in excellent condition
and showing little shock,

There was a tendency to apply too many tourniquets, many
cases with tourniquets showing no signs of bleeding on removal
on the constriction,

On attention being drawn to this it was at once remedied,

The unnecess application of tour ets caused great pain and
shock and tazgid Eu devitalise the gi%g- P
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REVARKS A modification of the carrying sling for stretchers,
gontd. designed by L, CPL, GECRGE of the 9th Aust., Field Ambulance,

consisting of two slings made with looped shoulder pieces, and
joined together by an adjustable band across the back at the
level of the upper edge of the scapulae, was found by all
bearers to be a very great convenience and Lo greatly diminish
the fatigue of carrying.

Wheeled stretchers, although available, were not used
within the 1',D,S, by the bzarers as for short distances they
preferred hand-carriage owinzg to the trouble and delay in
adjusting stretcher to the wheeled frame.

In the Dressing Room two thousand dozen dressings were
prepared beforehand by order of D.D.M.S. This greatly
facilitated the work in the Dressing Room.

The Tent Sub-Divisions working in the Dressing Room used
their cwn instruments from their panniers, checking and packing
them at the end of each tour of duty. Thiz almost entirely
eliminated loss of instru ments, A few extra instruments,
particularly large strong scissors and surgical scissors, were
drawn from the Advanced Depot ,of Medical Stores and returned
at the close of operations.

The proportion of cases requiring urgent immediate
operation before evacuation was comparatively low,

A large staff of trained clerks is essential, as the
volume of clerical work is very great, no records being kept
in front of the C.,M.D.S.

It is desirable that all cases for evacuation should go
through an evacuating hut. This arrangement reduces the
chance of cases going through the ¥.,D.,S., unrecorded,
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CORDS MAIN DERESSING STATION,

The fundamental principles by which the work of the Corps M.D.S, will

be guided arei=

1.

2.

5e

7o

8.

BECORNS - A full and accurate record of every case admitted and

passed through the C,M,D,S,is essentisl as this is the place where
the first records are made, From these records the Nominal Roll
by Units and A,36 Returns are compiled.

Special attention must be paid to accuracy, especially
in regard to correctness of Regimental Number, Initials, and
spelling of names, particularly those where the one name may be
spelled in 3 or 4 different ways, as - SYMONS, SIMONS, SIMMONS,
SIMONDS, etc,

Separate A, and D, Books must be kept for all cases
belonging to different Imperial, Dominion and Allied Armies, e.g.=
British, Australian, New Zealand, Canadian, South African, Belgian,
French, and Prisoners of War, A distinction is to be made
between the R _F,C, and the R ,_N_A,S.

CLEARING:= Clearing must be rapid in order that there will be no

blocking up of Divisional Clearing which would react on the front
line. It is estimated that the average length of stay of patients
in C.,M.D,S, will be two hours, and every effort must be made to
attain this average.

DRESSING:= Only urgent dressing must be undertaken. No case should

go on from C,M,D,S, with a tourniquet on unless there are very
urgent indications and a certainty that the patient can be
operated on in a very short time,

All fractures should be splinted, only very urgent
amputations should be performed, and only dressing which have
slipped off the wound or from which blood is 00zing should be
taken down and redressed, All others must be sent on untouched,

All cases fit to travel coming into and from the A.D,S,
with aj mark showing that they are efficiently dressed should be
recorded, given A,T.S, and hurried through as quickly as possible
to C.C.8,

in order to minimise wastage from the fighting troops
as far as possible, all slightly wounded cases that are likely to be
fit for duty within a few days will be dressed and sent to Corps
Rest Station and not evacuated to C.C.S. _

i= Brief notes of the extent of surgical dressings and
treatment undertaken are of the greatest value to the C,C.8, and
should be provided where possible,

SHOCK _TREATMENT:= All cases suffering severely from shock should

receive special attention, and treatment before evacuation, but
should only be held if removal would endanger their lives,

FEEDING: = All cases should receive hot drinks and food of some

sort if they are fit to take it and there are no contra=indications,

AT . S c= No A.T.S8., will be given forward of the Corps WM.D,S,

All cases of wounded must receive a dose of A,T.S, before leaving
the C.¥.D.S. Careful note must be made on F.M, Card A.F.W. 3118,
of the administration of A ,T.S., and Morphia, and a "T" placed on
forehead and wrist in all cases where A.T.S., is given.

? - An Admitting Officer will be detailed whose
duty will be to see a2ll cases brought to the C,M.D.S,, classify
them in order of urgency, separate them into classes requiring
dressing, no further dressing, shock treatment, moribund, gassed
cases, and draft them to wards or dressing room as required,

He will send cases to Dressing Room in order of urgency.
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9« LCORPS COLLECTING POST:= The huts and tents North of the “"BOOMERANG®
form the Corps Collecting Post where all cases of walking wounded
will be dealt with. The same principles apply to these and a
separate staff and set of books will be kept for them,

10s FIFLD MEDICAL CARDS:=- Field Vedical Cards will be completed for
each case in the Admitting Room and attached to the case. In

all cases dressed a brief note of the fact, showing time, nature
of action taken; e.g. "Femoral artery ligatured™, "Firm dressing
to check unzing‘, "Urgent amputation®, etc, will be entered on
space provided, If an anaesthetic has been given this will be
noted, Adminiestration of A.T.8, and Morphiz will be notad in

proper place, showing time.

- - = — —
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1. DRESSING OF WCOUNDS:= Picric Acid Selution {2% in methylated spirit)
: may be used in preference to iodine for skin sterilisation, to

avoid the risk of blistering the skin. If Jodine is used, Cyanide
Gauze should not be employsad,

Time will be saved if the gauze is previously cut into squares
(8 in.) and packed in ration tea tins having circular detachable
lids. Wool should be cut inte larger squares and packed into
biscuit tins. The tins may be sterilised by "flaming® with
methylated spirits, Az an alt.arna.tiﬂru‘ gauze may be cut into squars
boiled in saline and packed in "marmite"™ pots ready for use,

2. MINCR CASES:= Minor cases who will not require redrasaing at a C,C.8,
should have their card envelopes marked with a large "O" before
leaving the Wain Dressing Station,

Within the circle of the "C" the time of the last d¥essing and
the date should be stated,

2. CPERATIQNSI= These should b2 mainly restricted to the arrest of
haemorrhage and the removal of shattered limbs.

4, HADMORRHAGE:= Tourniquets should be removed at the M,D.,S, and the
haemorrhage dealt with before the patient is sent on to the C,C.S,
When it is considered essential to send a patient with a tourniquet
still applied to a €.C.S., steps should be taken to secure immediate
attention to the patient on arrival there, if possible by sending
an Orderly with him,

Haemorrhage should bes arrestedi-

(1) By 1igature of bleeding vessels when posazible,

(2) Failing this by application of pressure forceps, which
should be protected by adequate dressing, from
displacement during transport.

(3) By gauze packing into the depth of the wound, when the
bleeding point cannot be localised. When a wound is
packed it muet be well opened up on the sur-face, so that
the plug is cone shaped, with the apex of the cone towards
the bleeding area,

Anaesthetics should only be used in exceptional cases,
Fluids should be given freely and morphia sparingly.

5. AMPUTATIONS:= Amputations should only be performed for completely
ghattered limbs.

These cases seldom require, and do much better without an
anaesthetic, |
The limd should be lopped off at the seat of injury, and a
get amputation be avoided. No attempt should be made

to close the stump, but its surface should be slightly
smeared with B, I.F.P, These cases should, if possible,
be retained for 24 hours before removal to C,C.S, :

6. FRACTURES:= Thomas' Splint should be applied as the initial
treatment for all fractures of the femur, all wounds of the knee
joint and all fractures of the upper third of the leg (if possible
this splint should be applied in the Regimental Aid Post). The -
splint must be applied over the clothing, and extension be secured
by two loops of bandage round the ankle over the boct (one on
either side), tied off to the foot end of the splint., As an
alternative method the hoot upper may be slit close to the sole on
either side in front of the heel, and a loop of bandage, passed by
means of forceps hetween the sole of the foot and the sole of the
boot through these slits, be used to extend the 1limb by tying to
the foot of the splint,

The wound should be dressed after extension haa bren secured, by
cutting away the necessary amount of clothing to expose the injury.
A bandage should then be applied round the splint in such a
manner as to prevent movement of the limb, but great care must be X+
taken to avoid constriction of the thigh, If there he extensive
comminution, Gooch's or Fibre splinting of adequate length should

be applied at the site of fracture,
The splint should »e slung to a suspension bar, or surported
by sandbags on the siretcher,
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6. FRACTURES (Contd,)

If the Thomas' splint cannot be employed owing to the
situation of the wound a strong interrupted Liston should
be usad,
Vood fibre splints, made according to the patterns
circulated to Divisions, snould be employed for walking or
gitting cases with fractures of the upper extremity.
When other varieties of splints are used they should be well
padded and fixed to the limb by plaster before the 1limb is bandaged,
The proximal strip of plaster shouid not encircle the limb,

7. ABDOMINAL WOUNDS:= Abdominal wounds gshould be sent to the C,C.,S, with

the least poussible delaye :

Large doses of Morphia (more than % gr.) increase operation
mortality, and should be avoided.

Wounds of the buttock, loin and lower thoracic region often
involve the abdominal cavitly.

If there are signs of intra=abdominal haemorrhage a binder should
be applied to the abdomen over wool, and thirst should be relieved,

Ambulance Cars with spring stretcher suspension should be used
whenever possible,

Patients with abdominal wounds usually travel more comfortable ip
a semi prone position than flat on the backe

8., YOUNDS CF THOBAX:= Severe cases, except during gas attacks, should be
retained at the ¥.D.S. and kept absolutely at rest until shock or
other urgent symptoms have subsided.

The semi-recumbent position will usually be found the best for
travellings

Wounde should be dressed with gauze which is retained in positiop
by strapping. Where a wound is bleeding freely it should be cleaned
and, if possible, sutured (without a general anaesthetic), If air be
entering freely the wound must be stitched, or plugged with gauze
held in position by strapping so as to render the wound air=-tight,

Great care must be taken to prevent displacement of the plug
during transport.

9. SHOCK:- To prevent the advent of shock during the transit to C,C.85
the patient must be kept warm by means of plenty of blankets placed
‘under and over him. If he be restless these blankets must be
secured by safety pins.

A patient profoundly shocked on admission should be retained and
resuscitsted before further moving. Hypertonic saline infusions are
preferable to normal saline infusions for the purpose and may be
prepared according to the following formulas=

Sodium Chloride 180 grains
Potassium Chloride 4,5 grains
Calcium Chloride 4,5 grains
Boiled Water 1 pint

Hypodermic injections of camphor will be found helpful, using 10 to
15 minims of the following solutioni=-

Camphor 1 grain
Ether 5 minims
Olive Oil 5 minims

10. GASSED CASES:= Absolute rest is essentlale
The outer clothing should be removed as So0n as possible to
prevent further inhalation of gas which is absorbed by the clothing.
Orderlies engaged in this duty should wear respirators.
Cases at all badly affected may be treated by ecarly venesection,
10 to 15 ozs. of blood being removed. (To be noted on Fld.Med.Card),
Regtlessness may, if the patient be conscious, be treated by $gr.
of Morphia hypodermically. (Hour of administration to be noted on
F.M.Card). Fluid diet only to be given,and in small quantities.
An emetic of salt and water is helpful in the early stages.
Many cases are collapsed and require plenty of blankets and
stimulants, e.g., camphor or pituitrin hypodermically, or brandy
by the mouth,
Where oxygen is available, the severe cases, both the cyanosed
and those in a state of pallid collapse, should be treated by a
continuous inhalation,
11. MORPHIA:= The time of administration as well as the amount of
morphia given must invariably be noted on the Field Medical Card,
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ADMITTING Working under direction of Admitting Officer.
* ROOM Four Private Clerks day and night = 8 Private Clerks,
One personal attendant of Admitting Officer, day and night=
2 Privates,
Mark A, T.S, on Field Medical Card and Buff Slip.
Mark Disposal of Patient on Buff Slip and Butt, and plainly
on Field Medical Card,e.g., C.C.S., D.R,S,, and indicate
order of urgency.
Tear off and file Buff Slips for A, 2nd D, clerks, Butt remain,
Attach plain label for local purposes, previously marked,
Dressing, Wards, Bvacuations. Ward to be named by letter of
Special Ward,e,g. Gas, Moribund, etc,

Four (4) Clerks will fill in Field Medical Cards, =and Buff
Slips, (serially numbered). These will be attached to
Eatient. F.M,C, in envelope and Buff Slip pinned to it, Mark
8" or "W¥ or "S.I.W.", Cross out "Battle Casualty®",
"Accidentally Wounded®™, "Sick", as required.

Buff Slips:=  Each clerk will keep his own serial numbers,
distinguished by a preceding letter, a.g. A.1. or B.1,

Al) diagnoses of sick admitted to be recorded on Buff Slips
and Field Medical Cards in conformity with terwms of
Nomenclature of Diseases,

AT S = M 0,0, will make A,T.S., mark on patient,

DRESSING One (1) Private Clerk. day and night = 2 Private Clerks,
ROQM Enters up notes of treatment on Field Medical Cards. If M.O,
in Dressing Room alters diagnosis, and deatination of
patient, the clerk will immediately alter diagnosis or
destination etc. and notify Central Clerks' Office, for
alteration of A, and D. Boocks etc, The clerk will keep
two bcoks for this purpose.

EVACUATING One (1) N.C.0., and two (2) Privates, (not necessarily
AREA: - clerks) day and night = 6, |
Books to be kept, two (2), so that one can be collected
by clerks,

Books show serial number, name and destination of patient,
ticked off as he enters car,

Butts of Buff 8lips will be cemoved from envelopes and
raturned in bundles to Central Clerka' Office. If V.0, in
charge Wards and Evacuations alters diagnosis or destination
of patient, the Central Clerks' Office is to bes notified
immediately. This may occur through Moribund or Gassed
casea recovering or shock cazes dying.

All deaths in this area to bYe notified to Central Clerks'
0ff1¢3-

Plain l2bels will be removed and collected in bundles,

CENTRAL In Tent. All Returns, Wires, letters, etc, to be dealt
CLERKS' with here, A, and D, Books, Buff Slips, A. 3€'s, W.3185 ,etc,
CFFICE: - One Sergeant Clerk and one Private Clerk during the day,

working on A, & D, Books and A.36's, and two Se¥geant Clerks
during the night. During a rush an extra clerk employed
at nicht writing up A, 36's,
One Sergzeant and one Private Clerk on duty during the
day making up A.F.9,.3185, "Daily Return of Sick and Wounded".
Two Sergeants engaged during the day making out other
returns, wires, and dealing with correspondence,
Despatching wires, and letters and provision of runners
to be duty of COrderly Room.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1014362



- De

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

6) L:)
A

* - The Official title of the M, D.,S. in all returns
is to be 9th Australian Field Ambulance, The VWestofyY ¥.D.8, is the
77th Field Ambulance. Qur official letters for intra Corps and
Unit purposes will be “P d'A",

*w One set of books will be used
for both places,

A. & D. BOOKS:= Cne A. & D, BOCK will be kept for Cfficers.

One fEr 3rd Aunt:alian Division.

One 4th » and other Aust, Troops,
Cne " Hew Zealand troops.:

One * 25th Division.

One " Canadian Troops,

One " BSouth African Troops.

One " Belgian Troops,.

One " PFrench Troops.

One " Each Ally.

One " Prisoners of War,

ALF. 7.3118:= Field Medical Cards will be completed for all patients

admitted to Corps M.D.S. and will be marked "W",6 "S",6 or "S.I.VW.%,

AFE 2. 3185:= Daily return of Sick and Wounded will be compiled as

follows:=

One for 3rd Aust, Division,

OCne for 4th " »

One for New Zealand ¥

Cne for 25th Division

One for troops extra to the above Divisional troops.
The ¥.3185 for the Divisions will be ready for collection by
A.Da.M.S., by not kater than 4 p.m, daily.
W.3185 for extra Divisional Troops to be at D, D.V,8.0ffice by not
later than 4,30 p.m, daily.
¥.3185 for Divisions outside the Corps (36th and 57th Divisions)
to be sent by D.R,L.S. to A.Ds.M,S,concerned, These W,3185
will be extracted from extra Divisional Return sent to D,.D,M.S,
Cffice and are forwarded for information only,

| *« Nominal Rolls of Sick and Wounded admitted and
evacuated, to be made up by Divisions from noon to noon, are to be
ready to go to A.Ds.M.8., at the same time as the W,3185, Rolls
to show Regt. Fo,, Rank, Name, Disease, Date admitted, Disposal,
and Patients remaining.

DAILY WIRES:= Wire to D.D.¥.S. Second A.N.Z.A.C, at 6 a.m., noon,

and 9 p.me showing number of casualties gdmitted (particulars

for each Division and extra Divisional Troops will be given
separately), and the number of casualties remaining at the time,
The number will be that of casualties admitted during ithe interval,
vize from 6 a.m. to noon, from noon to 9 p.m. and from 9 p.m. to

o Re Me

Pro Forma= D,D.M.S., 2nd ANZAC
Hﬂ = ﬂﬂ-n----“nlﬁrtﬂ---ﬁ-----“m *

Admitted since 6 a.m. AAA X Division Officers 3, O R 50 AAA
Y Division Officers 10 O R 60 AAA exlra Divisional
troops Officers NIL O.R, 2 AAA Prisoners of War
Officers 2 O.R. 10 AAA remaining lying 50 sitting 200

t imﬂ'---"--- C- u- B- SI Pd X A

Wire showine admissions of wounded (by Divisionas and z2xtira
Divisional troops) and Prisoners of war, from midnight to midnight
will be sent to D_D .M. S, . It will be sent as soon a3 ponssible
after midnight,

Wire showing evacuations of sick and wounded (by Divisions and extra
Divisional troops) and Prisoners of war from noon to noon, will be
sent to D.D. V.S, as early as possible, but not later than 1 p.ms
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w, - % mznzw_a State of Patients in ¥ D, S,
at AeMe \nuwber only) to be rendered to Orderly Room by 9 a.m.

dally for C.,0's information and for preparation of ration atate.

9. DROLL CF ADMISSICONS, RVACUATIONS ate, Roll of Admissions,
evacuations, transfers and discharges from noon to noon, (compiled
from w.}lBﬁs is reguired to be rendered to Crderly Room by 4 p.m.
for graphs etc,

10 DALY _DUTURK OF SICK EVACUATED:= Return showing diseases of men
evacuated sick to 0, .8, from noon to noon to be rendered to
A,Ds. .8, and D, D, ¥, 8, at same time as ¥, 3185,

13a Mﬁj_- To be made up weekly to midnight Saturday, arnd to be
despatched to D, A, 3, Base,
To be sent in more frequently than weekly if the number of
casualties is great,

12, ZRISONERS OF WAR:= Separate Army Ferm B, 103b, will be used for
Cfficers and other ranks of Prisoners who die at C.¥.D.S. or on
way from A,D.S, to C . ¥.D.S,

Separate Army Form B, 103a, will be used for Officers and
gther ranke of Prisoners (wounded or unwounded) admitted to
- ¥.D. S,

15. TRANGFIR CERTIFICATES:= Army Book 172 need not be used for
patients evacuated if full particulars are entered on Field Medical

Cards,

14, GASSED CAGES:- MNotify Sir.¥.P.Herringham, C/= D,G,M.S.,G.7. 0
2nd Zchelon, by wire, of cases severely gassed by Lethal Shells,

15 Sl 0 _CAcRS:= Carry out usual procedure adopted by 3rd Aust,
Division as regards reporting and classification,

In the cases of patients from N,Z,Division the following
information is to be given to A.D.M.S8., N.Z,Division:=

e Yo,, Rank, Name and Unit, (and in the case of attached men
the Unit to which they are sttached),

2. Signed statement of the patient as to when, where, and how
the wound was inflicted,

3« Date upon which the patient will be evacuated if evacuation
is necessary,

16 SCARIES:= Scabizs will not be admitted to C.¥.D,8  This class of
patient will be dealit with by Divisions and will in future 0 to
Ko, 50 C_.C.8,, Hont des Cata,

17. PSSz = ¥umps will be admitted to M,D.S, and will be evacuated by
special car from 14th M,A.C, to No, 7 General Hospital, Mallaisise,
but we are tec hold patients until we get a car load,

18, L. Dlg, i~ Syphilis cases will be sent on to €,0,8, and we will at
once wire A, P.Y, of patient's Division re destination.
Gonorrhoea cases® are to be admitted, A P. M., of patient's
Division notified by wire, and we to await instructions.
In the case of extra Divisional troops wire to A,P.M,, 2md
ANZAC will show pationt's statement of origine

19. SICK CASES:= To he sent to D R, S,.L'ESTRADE, but if acute to C.C. 8,
We will receive cases from ¥Field Ambulances at I7TIANVIRCK.
L*ESTRADRE ete, which are direct admissions to them, but if case
is urgent they may evacuate cases direct to C,C,5, and they will
then only sernd names and details required for A.& D, Book hare
and cases will a pear on our returns,

Admissions will be made %o C,¥.D,8, only. D.R.8%s. will tesen
treat any cases occurting in their vicinity and transport them
to C,K.D,8, where they will first appear in an A.,& D, Book,

20, REZURN CT CASES RITURNZED 1C DUTL = Returns showing nunbers of

gick and alightly wounded cases, who have been returned to duty
during the month to ve furnished to A,D8.,¥.8, of Divisiona or
last day of month, Return of extra Divisional Troops to be
furnished to D, D, ¥, S,
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21. INFECTIOUS DISRASES:= lNotification of Infectious Diseases to be sent
to A.Ds.¥N,S, of Divisions as cases occur; this includes Tetanus,
Trench Nephritis, Diphtheria, C.S.M,, Measles,
| Infectious cases to be gent by 14th M _A C, car fto No, 7
General Hospital, Malaisise,

22, SHELL SHOCK:= Cases of Shell Shock admitted will be of two

classes:-

1. Those with obvious shell-shock, |

2. Doubtful cases, including exhaustien, nervousness

and malingering.

Class 1 will be evacuated to C.C.8, with diagnosis "I1.Y.D, Shell
mﬂﬂk- ﬁ-
Class 2 will be sent to Divisional Rest Station as slightly
wounded and will be diagnosed as "Exhaustion®,

23. REPQRTING OF DEATHS:= Officers' deaths to he reported by wire to
D.2.G,, G.H.9,, 3rd Echelon, and not to A,G,, 2nd Echelon,
Cther Ranks' deaths by post (D,R.I.S. whenever possible) at
first opportunity.
Cause of death such as "died of wounds®™ or "died of sickness®
to be shown on wire or letter,
Wounds, (all ranks) to he reported on A, 36,

24, SLIGHTLY GASSED CASES:= Slizhtly Gassed Cases 2o to D, R, 8, Steenwerck,
Cases showing definite signs of uas poisoning are not to go to
STEENVERCK but to C.C.S. Cases which have probably been exposed to
gas, but which do not show gsigns of gas poisoning will be treated
at STEENWERCK; cases showing Conjunctival symptoms only may be
sent to STEENWERCK,

25. EAFFIRG:~ [Kaffirs and other black troops are to be evacuated in the
ordinary way until instructions are received to the contrary,

26. CASUALTIES:= In consolidated returns the word "casualty" means
sick as well as woundad,

27. CIVILIANG:= Wounded Civilians will be treated at Corps M.D, S,
and will be evacuated as follows:=-
Belgians to Hospital at POPRRINGHRE
French to Civil Hospital, HAZEBROUCK.

LR CENFETOR ]

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1014362



£ ) L

1. He will, under the Bvacuation Officer, taks charge of and be responsible
for patients awsaiting evacuation, and will ensure that their
requirements are attended to,

2. He will supervise groupinz of vatients in the Hut accovding to their
destination and in order of urgensy, 20 that those marked as needing
immediate treat-ment at C,C,2, are evacuated first,

3. All cases will enter by rear door of Hut and not by "Boomerang®™ door.
They will be carried out to ¥ _A,C, cars by front door,

* 4, Two (2) booke will pe kept showing serial number, name and destination
~ of patient, ticked off as he enters car, Cne book will be collected
from time to time by Clerk for records,

5« Butts of bBuff 8lips will be removed from anvelopes and carefully
collected in osundles for return to Central Clerks Office, if
Evacuation OCffjicer alters diagnosis or destination while patient is
in the Hut, or if patient dies there, the Clerks' Office must De
immedlately informed,

6. He will take ®*Dressine® or "Bvacuatimp® Tags from patisnts before
they are put into c¢ar and return them from time to time to Central
Clerka' tent for re-issue,

7. He will see that Field Medical Card, A.F.¥.3118, is enclosed in
envelope in all cases and goes forward with patient when he is
evacuated,

fe He will =2lso see that Cfficers' ana men's kits, as far as possible,
are sent along by same car as patient,

9., He will see that patient's respirator is kept close to him while in
the Evacuation hut and goes right through with patient.

10, Transfer Certificate ¥orm need not accompany patient provided
Field Medical Card, A.F.%W. 3118 is properly filled in,

1. Bvacuation N.C.C. will keep a watch for any splints and hot watler
bottles forwarded with patients, Fe will keep a book for this
purrose, notings the Casunlty Clearing Stailon Lo which the patient
is being ment, and the number of the c¢ar, and will obtain a
signature from the Driver as a rec~ipt, regyuesting him to obtain an
equivalent nuwber of sylints, Hot Water Bottles etec, from Lhe
Casuzlty Clearing Station and to returmn them to us as scon as
possible,
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ATPRUDIX No, 5

1. The ¥.C0.0, in charge of Mortuary will be responegible for carrying
out all instructiona concarning hodies of Officers or Cther Ranks at
0- H-I D- B-

2, Dodies and clothing musat ba carefully searched for personal effects,
which are to bs immediately handed in to Cfficer responsible,

Bodies arz to b2 sewn up ag socon as ramoved to Mortuary,

If there is only ond disc, it i2 to pe removed and handed in with
personal. effects for return to C,0.

Battalion, A label will be
firmly attached te blanket, giving ﬁegimental Number, Rank, Name,
Initials, Unit, date of death and religion. To be filled in in.
BLOCK LETTRRS,

Where two (2) discs are worn, the round dise will he taken from the
body and returned with personal effects, and the hexagonal disc left

on till the body i3 enshrouded, when the disc will be firmly attached
to the blanket,

F.M,Card, envelope, buff slip ete, to be immediately returned to
Central Cler¥s Cffice,

Burials will be ccnducted at 10 a.,m, daily, and if necessary, 5 p.m,
or in special caazes by srecial arrangement,

The N,0,0, in charge Mortuary will each evening note the number

of bodies waiting burial, and will see that the regquisite number of
graves are prepared hefore 10 a.m,

Similarly in the morning he will arrange for the evening burials,

The N.C.0, in charge will ascertain from the COrderly Room the name
of the Cfficer in crarze of the perszonal affects of daceased

goldiers and will see that the personal effacts of each decaased
soldier are checked and handed ovar %o this Cfficer,
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Collect and incinerate all faecos dailly,

Empty all urine tinase.

Ensure that all latrines are fly proof and are kept glosed when not in use, .
Report to Orderly Room any man neglecting precautions, ;

Post notices in 2311 latrines on covering ssats.

Skim grease-traps st ALL “itchens three times daily. Change charcoal
and sand in gresse«trars weekly.

Provide containers by grease-traps to ztore hot water till cocled=-no hot
water to g0 through grease=traps- post notices by traps to that effect,

Skim soap-trap twice dally and put a2 little fresh lime in tray every
gecond day. 8ee it does not clog upe.

Watceh urine pits, and if full inform Orderly Officer,
See supply of sanitary paper in all latrines is adequately kept up.
Empty 2ll rubkish tins twice daily, and incinerate dry rubbish.

Wet slops for pig food to be ¥ept in covered barrsls and sent to
piga dai ]-Yn

Whitewash all grease-traps twice weaekly and all rubbish tins that are
not painted, cnce weekly,.

Inspect all gutters in ¥.D.S, and at rear and ensure all are running
freely.

Collect and burn contents of tins at Dreaasing Fooms as often as
required-= at least four times a day.

See that all ablution placas are working properly.
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