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=7 th, AUSTRALIAN FIELD ANCTLANCE
: IECEMBEER, 1918.
~- PETIT FAYT. 1-12-1918.
~ Major W.J. STACK, D.S.0. and Major RAYSON, M.C. were de-
~, tached to ond. A.G.H. for REFRESHER COURSE and Capt. G.H.
4+ CAMTRON was detached to 1st. A.G.H, for smme purpose,
This was part of a scheme for the re-education of lMedical
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" Officers who had served for a long, continuous time in ':f“;iT:T'—
! the field. 15 7|5
: 7 sick admitted. 5k o=
E 1 - e . 1 | :: 'L_?I -
One (1) reinforcement was received. While the fighting _ RS
was on during the year, only four (4) reinforcements were 5 =
l received, the unit being kept up 1to strength by men re- i@ = -
"~ turning from hospital. Li i l

: 2=12-18,

. Great difficulty was experienced in getting sufficient
accomodation for the Educational classes, but finally
the accomodation in the billets was re-arranged and so
comparatively comfortable sccomodation was found for the
Educational classes,

5 sick admitted.

During the stay in this area, very few sick were admitted
the health of the troops being remarkably good. There
have been to date no special fe#tures of Medical interest.
10 sick admitted.
All ranks greatly appreciated the relaxation in the Cen-
sorship Regulations, copy of which appeared in Camp R.O.
of this day, allowing them to state their locality and
to describe their surroundings.
8 sick admitted.
. 6-12-18.
\ An interesting side-line of Ambulance work was ®xXperienc
~ | ed in this village. Many of the civilians in the area ha
> been under German domination for four years and now that
they were liberated they were anxious tu%rajnin their re
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A Lecture on Repatriation, Demobilization and Education e
was delivered to all ranks, the texts of the Lecture be- | & |3
- ing obtained from the General Secheme issued by Lt. Gen, : ‘g
Sir John Monash, K.C.,B. The gkxzsesxalxsnx claims of the | & |
Bducational Classes were strongly emphasized and men were g | S
urged to utilize the time prior to their return to Aust- | o é
ralia in preparing themselves to resume their ocgupation. £ | =
P 9 sick admitted. il o¢
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4 latives in other parts of France and Belgium, As the Ger
mans had destroyed all rail communication for many
miles around this area, the donly method of transport
open to the civilians was by road. Frequent applications
were received through the local Maire and Cure for transyt
port of civilians, especially for old people who were ulsy
able to "orry-hop". They were gransported in all direc-
- tions and as far as possible all were helped, especially
as many of them were having sonsiderable difficulty in
ohtaining provisions, 4 sicXk admitted during day.
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During the first week in December the weather was wvery
damp, Fine, drizzling rain fell practically every day .
No sick.

: 8-12-18,

No. 6033, Pte, F,D, HARRISON of this unit was promoted
to the rank of 2nd, Lieut. (temp.), dated, 23-11-18,
and to be Education Officer, 23rd. Bn. Lt., HARRISON
was a graduate of Sydney University (Bl )

6 si ck admi ttgdta

9-12-18.

Major A.P. DRULIOND rejoined from leave to UK,
Seven (7) reinforcements were received.
A note had been received stating that any undesirable
character could be transferred from the unit., It seems
fitting to place on record that there were no transfers
sought for in this unit.

3 sick admitted. .

g 3 2l Details (Water
stablishment of the Regiment etails a
%ﬂgi:u} had been altered on A,I.F. Order 1441 and men
were withdrawn from the various units whose details
werz supplied by this Ambulance, The withdrawal of

these men wzs completed on this date,
4 gick admitted.

11"‘"12""__1__'3_# :
3 sick admitted.
12-12-18,
6 sick admitt;dia
13-12-18,
Lt. Col, AM, WILSON, D.S.0, was detached to 2Znd, D.H.Q.
as Actz., A.DM.S, to replace Lt, Col. CROWTIER who had |
been A/A.DM.S, while Col. SHEPHERD, D.S.0, was on
13&?31 ;
5 sick admitted.

14-12-18,
Capt. D.A.A. DAVIS rejoined from leave to UK.
7 sick admitted. ‘
10=-12-18,
Warning had been received of the approaching move on
17th. and all R,M.,0's, sent to Tield Ambulances those
men whom they thought would not be able to stand the
march.
4 sick admitted.

16-12-18,

4 sick admitted. .
One of the most interesting features of the stay ad
PETIT-FAYT was a review of the Division by His lMajesty
the King. It was originally intended that the troops
should line the road between MARPAUX andiMﬂRD;L'.$7 =UT
it was decided at the last moment to revisw tae D}?ia-
ion by Brigades. The 7th, Field Ambulance was revietwed
with the 7th, A.I. Brigade Group in a large paddock
just off the main road. The Brijdie was drawn up in
Review Order and the troops presented a very fine
sight. All the men very keenly appreciated the greatl
jnterest displayed by His Maj)esty the King and H.R.I.
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~FAYT, 16-12-138. : | ETEFHE
the Prince of Wales and they gave Ilis Majesty a very warn r-::_-mﬂ
reception. The day was fortunately moderately fine and : ﬁgﬂ
the King appeared immediately after the Parade was drawn =% 5
> up for inspection. T
: 17=-12-18. iEE ‘I pt
! the whole of the 2nd. Division commenced its mMOVve to the 3 e =
! CHARLEROI AREBA, the 7th, Aust. Fld, Amb, leaving PETIT- ; - & k=
. FAYp at 7-30 a.m. and marching with the 7th. A.I. Bde, : 533
: +0 BCLAITES where the men wers villeted for the night. g c s
' The distance marched was 22 kilometres. i e
Before the move great difficulty was experienced in ob- lf m l

taining boots for +hose who needed them,

Under instructions from the A, DM.S, the three (3) H.,Anb,
Wagons travelled in +he rear of the Brigade Column to
_pick up any stragglers who had a nohit" from their RO,

8 men werz picked up this day.
11 sick admitted.

On the march the Brigade was insnscted by the G.0.C. of
the Division who expressad himself spliisfied with the
turn-out of the 7th, Fld. Amb,., but suggested several
alterations which would improve the appezrance of the
unit.
18-12"18- -

The march was resumed, ths unit leaving ECLAIR ES at 8-43
s.,m, and marching to COUSOLRE, a distance of 20 kilometres
arriving there about 2=30 p.m. the whole unit, except
the Officers, was billeted in the sehool. During the
march a drizzling rain fell mnst of the way and the roads
were very wet and damp. Many men found the march verxry
trying and 29 had to he tranaported.

Capt. D.A.A. DAVIS was detached to 27th. Inf, Bn. a3
R.M.0,, temporarily.

o7 gick admitted.

lg-lz-;LB-

The march was resumed at 8-45 a.,m, the unit marching to
THUIN ( 16 kilos). The whole unit was billeted in a large
tavern, the billets being fairly comfortanle,

Twenty three (23) were sent Dby lorry part of the way
from ECLAIEES to CHARLEROI where a temporary hospital
nad bemn established by the Admwance Officer ( Capt. F.G.

T.0. deCRESPIGNEY -,
22 gick admitted. 12 transported.

20-12-18.
The march was resumed at 9-30 a.m, the unit marching

about 12 kilometres to MONT-SUR-MARCHIENNE and arriving
thare about 1 D.m,

MONT-SUR-MARCHIENNE is a suburh of CHARLEROI with which
city it 1is connected by Elewtric Tram, The people in thi+
ares were extremely hospitable and iidevrything they
aould to further the interests and comfort of the Troops,
vhe forward Billeting 0fficer was frequently requested
by the people to pillet Officers and O.R's, on then,
Saon after their arrival the men bHscame comfortably

settled. 6 sick admitted. 6 transported.
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hospital. In addition, preparations were made to accom-
odate Scabies patients, whe, under instructions from
A D.M.S., were to be sent to this unit from the other
Field Ambs, of the Division.
Permission was given to the men to billet themsakves
~ in private houses, provided the location was advised.

6 sick admitted.
22-12-18,
Rooms had been obtained for the use of the Eduactional
Classes through the gourtesy of the local people, 1t
was decided not to gzet the classes in working order
until after Christmas as the men were requiped for many
general fatigues and also to prepare a large hall for
the Christmzs Dinner of the Unit.
3 sick admitted,
23-12=-18.
Lt. Col. AM, WILSON, D.S.0. rejoined from D.H.Q.
2 sick admitted. .
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' One large hall was obtained for the hospital capable of -
.~ holding well over 50 patients. Beds and mattresses '__lﬂ"rg"i
which had b een requisitioned from the Commune by the i =
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local Maire, were supplied for use by the unit in the =3 |
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YIvidl®

e . e |, B . i

Germans and which were still in the possession of the fiﬁ
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24-12-18,
The second hateh of men for return to Australia (10 in
number) were despatchad to 2nd. Div. Reinforcement
+  ¥ing en route to Australia,
During the afternoon a slight sm fall of snow fell, the
first of the season,.
10 sick admitted.
25=12=18,
. CHRISTMAS DAY. The Christmas Dinner was celebrated in
 the large Recreational Hall, MONT-SUR-MARCHIENNE,
A report is attached as appendix.
A Xmas present was received from the Australian Comforts
I Fund for all the men of the unit.
8 sick admitted,

26-12-18,
2 sick admitted.
Q_MT- bt .
Instructions were received that the Ambulance was t0 he
reorganized on a Two-Section Dasis. This was proceaded
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" & Sgts. R, L.D. H.D.Total| .
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014 S5 8 14 204 225 8 17 20 &b ®
Vew 8 3 9 178 198 6 13 18 o B4 ‘k
A666668 —

2 Sgts. (Clerk & H.T.) 2 Cpls. (P.S.K, & Cook) and 1

H.T. driver were placsd supsrnumerary Lo establishment. -5 %
. Orders were received for one (1) Section's gear, less E \
the following articles, to be returned to Ordnancse. =\
E v .
®
}Eg = ’
=43 o
Bgg :

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1014462

""ﬁ:r.-_. P —



109 -
(& )
E‘ﬂ'ﬂ[d

=)
18 B2
2EES
o | |=zgEd
= = g 3
g |25
I 2= B
—p 2R
=B o 4
B I EE“E';:
SE s
Section 2 a. - gg=8
Puckets, water, G.S. Canvas 2 ng
- Kettles camp oval i ¥ S
Nets hay ' : Fﬂ.&;i -
- Pads surcingle ) : FTE A E
. Ropes H,H, with ring Hark 1V 4 ‘%:E i A
3 Section & a. § — 8 % o
;  Harness P.D.G.S, WHEEL sets 4 2 &
i/ Bags, nose, G.S. é -
*  Brushes, harness, hard 3 3
. horse
- Rubbers 4
Section 13 ¢. .
Stretchers ambulance i
Section 21 a. -
Wagons G.S.

(=)
. T 3
27-12-18 5 sick admitted.
28-12-18, No., 17927, Pte, Thomas PERKINS of this unit ukra.a E
appointed Chaplain Fourth Class (0.P.D.) and was struc = 4
off the strength of the unit. : E ﬁ
6 sick admitted. - % o
29-12-18. 9 sick admitted. g E
‘Li Culs. AM, WILSON, D.S.0. proceeded to Mastralia with E E_ g
gsecond batch of lglﬁd;’:zl';-; 1 e . S w
=12=18, 7 sick a ed., -4 S
Hzgaj%r c.B. PITCHER proceeded to A.l JF. Headquarters for - % =
return to Australia m;mziin;pnrt duty. g E E o
31-12-18, 10 sick a ed. & .
o 172 0.R! EE'" -
The strength of the unit at 31-12—18{3;?: irogf&urinz . -
- leave to UK.j;also fie _ =
g Prnceiied on A 445700 Wi g s
E’. -
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JSA ] 21T agor.
h;:tg. ¢c.0. 7th. Mstralian Field Ambulanc p. '
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LMONTILY REPORT ON HORSE TRANSPORT

By €. S M,

From ths first to sixteenth of month we were in rest at PETIT-FAYT
when opportunity was taken of getting the H,T., in first class order in
anticipation of the movement forward.

On 1%7th, the transport moved off with the m

to the CHARLEROI ARTA. That day the G.0.C. of th Dj,viaiun inql}i:r ted
the H,T, ‘a8 it was on the move and expressed h;raqlf as satiefied when
several alterations were effected. Theae alterations were made.

The three horsed Ambulance Wagons moved in the rear of the 7th.
A,I, Brigade Column to pick up any men who fell out on the march.

During the movs the accomodation for »oth men and horses was very
gatisfactory.

The transport arrived at its destination MONT-SUR-LARCHIENNE, on
the outskirts of CHARLEROI, about 1 p.m, on EDth Decemher and W&H
billeted in ths Stesl Faetﬂﬂs. All horses and wagons are under cover
end the acocomodation and faclilities are good.

During the past ten days the +vﬂnnpov* has heen re-organised into
two Sections, "C" Section Yeing cut out. Two G.S. Wagons of "C" Bec-
tion, hDW“?PT together with harness and equipment, remain with the
Ambulanne ‘Wﬁ are at present awaiting crders for the iispesal of the
remainder of the hﬂfﬁns harness ete,

i indﬂv the new establishment the following horses will he disposed
0
Rides 2 L..D. 4 H.,D, 2.
rhe present condition of all horses is execellent.

Teams are being suppli*d daily as required, the avaragzs aaing
4 teams per diem, viz., 2 G.S, Wazons and 2 Limhﬂr#d‘ﬁa-Jla.

(Signed) J.F, Hornbuckle, 0,S.M.
Tth &1“‘L#71Ln Tield Amhulance.
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During the month of December probably more annoying trouble has gcourr-
ed with the running of the ecars than dquring any previous month, Such
can always be sxpected when any big move of units is taking place as 1t
i8 hard to keep in continual touch with workshops and it is difficult
for workshops to keep up the supply of spare parts. Probably the great-
est difficulty for the perind was experienced with tyres, For the first
three weeks it was almost impossidle to sscure any replacements in this
line, this negessitating the exeessive running of T

As a result we were unable to give the right attenti :
got so bad finmlly that the average punctures pery day pser car was aboud
four., The roada have been in bad econdition, which, doudtless, nhas ace.
counted Ffor a deal of the trouble,

Surbeam 44855 has run matisfactorily for thes period, the only troub-
le axperienced being slight magneto and ths breaking ol two springs.
This car has covered for the period 1457 miles at an average petrol
consumption of 12 Mls, P.G, |

Sunbeam 203592 has been in shops for the last fortnight with a hrok-
en back axle, Prior to heing sent to shops it had covered 823 miles at
138, Pyt :

Sunheam 29591 has also been in shops for ten days with a broken
back axle. This car is now out and rumning., It covered for thg period
918 miles at an average of 11 M, P.G,

Daimler 44008 has also spent half ths period in workshops undergo-
ing repairs of various natures. For the time it was running it covar-
=3 8135 miles at 11 I, P.G, ;

Daimler 17485 has run aplendidly for the whole time and no trouble
hes been experienced with this car, Its mileage is 17353 at an average
of 11-5 M, P.G. |

In the last week the two Fords have given considerable troudle,
one of which is still in bad running order,

Ford 54827 has run 1228 miles at an average of 13 M, P.,G, and Ford
54733, 1457 miles at an average of 16 il, P.G,

e hest shod cars.,

0
T n to them, Things
F

(Signed) R.E, DeGaris Sgt.
2nd. ¥.T. Coy., attached 7th, pustralian Field Ambulance,
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CHRTISTMAS DINNER.,

—k -

Report by Secreatary of Sports ani Anussments Comnittee.

Punctually at one o'clock and under cirocumstances which provided a
most enjoyable function, ¥.C.0's, and men of the Ambulance assembied
in the Cafe Theatre to celshrate our first Saristmas Day following
the cessation of hostilities. Perhaps the knowledge that this would
be the final dinner for such an anniversary away Irom our native
land and that almost immediately 4en of our comrades were returning
to Australia, made the spirit of comradeship and goodwill befitting
suchh an ocecasion,

The Commanding Officer, Lt., Col, AM, Wilson, D.8.0,, prior to
the serving of dinner, briefly expressed his pleasure in wishing all
s Merry Christmas and a speedy return to Australia. Pie. S8.G,
Maxwell responded.

The menu oconsistsd of the following :- Vegetable Soup, Salmon
Nayonnaise, Stuffed Mutton, Cahbhage and Mashed or Baked Potalaes,
Christmas Pudd ing (gift of Aust. Comforts Fund)§ Custard, Fruit
set in Jelly, Cake (Comforts), Beer, Rum Punch, Orangsade, Cigars
& Cigarettes,

Pte, Metcalfe in an informal sppech, toasted our ten comrades

who oceupied a special table on the stage of the Theatre, R.Q.M.8,

V.E, Dobhson responded,

The Orchestra of the Society of Hammony very kindly rendered
musical numbers throughout the Dinner, the BEnglish items in Dart-
icular being much appreciated. _

Our thanks are due to the N,C,0's, who took charge of the wait-
ing end to those who had charge of the dscorations which were gquite
a feature of the oeeasion.

Throughout all the preparations the Delglan civilians assisted
heartily.

Our Menu was consid=rably zugumented hy a special donation Ifrom
the League of Loyal Women of South ‘Australia who have always besn
very liveral, :

Undoubtedly the assistance of those mentioned in the foregoing,
along with the special efforts of & competent staff of cooks and
enthugisstic committee, made 2 uniqu2 success of our Chrisimas
Dinnexr of 1918.- i

: (Sigred) .R.H.S. Dunn, Secretary
Sports & Amusements Comaittee, Tth. Aust, Fid. Amd,
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