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REPORT ON THE ENEMY’S COUNTER-ATTACKS
AGAINST THE SECOND ARMY ON THE 26th
OCTOBER, 1917.

The enemy’s efforts were confined to the front of the Second Army, against which five
attacks were made, viz. :—
A Attack on both sides of the Menin road, directed against our troops
in the morning, just after they had penetrated Gheluvelf.

g © Determined attack about Bellevue at 4 p.m.

“C" & Two attacks along the Passchendaele road at 4.45 p.m. and 6 p.m.
=P respectively.

o Attack against Polderhoek Spur.

ALY The counter-attack on both sides of the Menin road appears to have been carried out
by loeal reserves, probably of the 179th Inf. Regt. (24th Div.). Our troops, unable to

use their rifles and machine guns, which were choked with mud, were forced back to
their original line.

R This attack, launched about 4 p.m., was most determined, and was doubtless made
by troops brought from the direction of Qostnieuwkerke, possibly a unit of the
5th Bav. Res. Div. The attack was sucecessfully repulsed.

“O" & 'These attacks, on the ridge along the Passchendaele road at 4.45 p.m. and 6 p.m.,

o1 [ i were most determined, though both were successfully repulsed. The forces engaged
were probably elements of the 8rd Bav. Inf, Regt. (11th Bav. Div.) and the 464th Inf.
Regt. (238th Div.).

i B A powerful attack was launched against our new positions on the Polderhoek Spur at
about 5 p.m. After heavy fighting, our troops were driven from Polderhoek Wood ;
they finally evacuated Polderhoek Chateau and withdrew to our original front line.
The units were probably reserves of the 69th and 160th Inf. Regts. (15th Div.).

General Staff (Intelligence),
Adv., General Headquarters.
11th November, 1917.

Printing Section, Depot 1¥.8.C. R.E. G.H.Q. 2Ix/1000/11-17.
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REPORT ON THE ENEMY’S COUNTER-ATTACKS
AGAINST THE SECOND ARMY ON THE 30TH
OCTOBER, 1917.

Five counter-attacks were made during the day, all against the Second Army, between 8

a.m. and 11.20 a.m.

The attacks were more prompt and more concentrated than has hitherto been the case, but
they do not seem to have been In the same strength nor to have received the same artillery
support as on previous occasions. They were all repulsed, captured German machine guns

being effectively turned against the enemy in one instance.

It is apparent that the units engaged in these attacks were the support and reserve
hattalions of the regiments holding the sectors concerned, i.e., the 10th Bav. Res. Inf. Regt. (5th
Bav. Res. Div.) and the 465th and 464th Inf. Regts. (288th Div.), and not any elements of counter-

attack divisions.

General Staff (Intelligence),
Adv. General Headguarters,
11th Noveniber, 1917.

Printing Bection, Depot F.8.C., R.E., G.H.Q. 22x/1,000/11-17.
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e VJ SECORD AUETRALiM DIJISTONAL ARTILLERY

'ORDER Mo 67
ce=eQ00==== .

n.:; I;:/ PAET | Headquarters,

10th Newvemhor, 1217.

X 'Brigndiur-ﬁﬂnﬂral O.F. PHILLIPS, D.:S.0.y C.R.A., 2nd AUST-
. BALIAN DIVISION, will take over command of Artillery cover-
ing the RIGHT SECTOR, lst ANZAC CORPS FRONT, from Brigadier-Genseral
VO

A BiuESELI~BROWNE, CleGeyDeS.0., G R A Sth AUSTRALIAN DIVISIOr,
at Noon, 12th November, 1917.

-

2 Headquarters, 2nd Auet. Div. Artillery will close at 50 Tun
de Lille, BAILLEUL, at noon, 12th November, and -. Advanced E.
will open et LILLE GATHE, YFRES at the same hour.

Je ACKNORLI.DGE .
‘25& Ccartain,
For Brig&ﬁe—ﬂaﬁﬁs-
nd@ Aust, Div, Artiliz--
Distribution
4th ALE“-.;".-B&'B, l - 5/
Eth AJF.A.3de,, 6 ~10
::jrl{'] .r'iu:t.D.A-C- 11‘14

'nd Auﬂt.n-T-E-Un lb

2l Aust, Div, _ 16= i —
5th Augt., D.A. 2C : ﬂ(/ Lz # ; f\‘ fju :

ReA., lst ANZAC 21

86th Div.Arty. 202 { i‘- wfr{»
56th Division 23 F2 o -

War Diary Pd=26

t'ile 27 :

Spars 28-30

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1014547



. osice, | APPENDIX. 1/,

)3

" SECOND AUSTRALIAY DIVISIONAL .ARTILLERY
ORDER No 58

..I_.-_. __..-“_..-,;_.. ----OUG-?-—

Headquarters,
13th November, 1917.

. In preparation for the tenth phase of the attack, the follow-

ing inatruc.tim{'will be carried out.

2. Vigorous counter-battery work will be continued, especially

against thoso batteries firing on the Gecond Corps front.

3. Harassing and isolating fire on enemy's communications isa
to he maintained on the Divisional front and will be in the same
preoportion as heretofore during day and night. Allotment of amm-

unition is given in 5th Aust. D.A. Order No 71, para .4,

4. "H" DAY, an Army barrage will teke place on the front of
the LEFT DIVIZION by the Field Artillery covering that sector and
the Heavy Artillery. | ,
(a) Zero hour - 8.0 a.m.
(b)'silant poriods over the Army front:-
Fron ?:%0 P.m. to 8,0 p.m.j
10,0 p.m, to 10,30 p.m.

5. "I" DAY, Silent periocds over the Army front-
From 6.0 p.m. to 6,30 p.m.
10-0 P-m.tﬂ 10.5G P.m.

. Brigade-~Ma jor,
Znd AUST. DIV. ARTILLERY.

l 6, AGKNOWI.EDGE .

Normal Distribution.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1014547
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fr ba F. A, BRGADE. | ¥
riH T, A BlIHlOAUL, I .______..._—-*‘"“
| ~"™ ' APPENDIX V/
B N~ — i
SECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY
SECRET LOCATION STATEMENT
No 1
------ 000== - cwa
Location of units at 10 a.m, ¢cth November, 1917.
————-—-————-——-—-———-—-———_—__"____________________
————— el e e - --ﬂ--.-‘-Fm."-‘--.“--'_-------‘-—“‘qf'_-—---ﬂ---_-——rﬂ*-‘-—-—_--ﬂﬁi'!'-
CODE ‘l |
UNIT WAMT FLOGATIOﬁ ) WAGON LINES
;“ ' : BRI T e e l"";*_'“"""""""" “““““““““““
And AUST. DIV,ART' MOTH ? LILLE GATE i
| . [ ( T.14.8.80,15.) [
"B" GROUP | . = : ;
(6th A.F.A.Bdo) | MASK HALFWAY HOUSE * - |
'. ' (I.-.].?.G-ﬂ'..ei , # G‘lgg.ﬂu-ﬁ.g. I!II
et . f
13th Battery, | EGG - deP.8.83.04, l B.13.bs5,1.
{1 i 4 s
14th Battery, i HARROW ' J.B.be60,.80, | He18,4.7.3,
15th Batterwv. l ENVY | J.8,b.80.98, : HelB8.4.5.7.
105th How. Bty. i EEAD ' J.8.b.45.88. L B 18.d 5.7,
o | i
4th A.r'.A.Bde ; MART | - H.19.8.70,05.
| _ : i
10th Battery, ENGINE, J«B.c.47.48, : He4 .8.441.,
oo i |
11th Batterv | HAZEL | J.8,a.70.75, ' HeP4.8.4.1,
i 1 |
12th Duttery, : HOUSE : J.8.0475.93. : H.23.b.1.8.
: _ : : ' |
104th How. Bty. | EXPERT (J.8.0.4%,74.(2 gunaﬂ He4 844,1.,
' - t (J47.b.47.00,(4 gunah
| - : ' |
- 2nd AUSt.DeA.C.H.Q. MIRE f | 1. .6.18,0.4.8,
ond Aust -D’rT o4 -‘EJ -i — I .H..IS.&.O-;F}-,* ST ! R
o ERTRICS ':-:::::::::::::i'==2==.:‘::===:==_===:====;-='===a='ﬂ—.ﬂ==' e e et gl

ond Aust eDed H. . SeReeRe : i

——— i —
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" 4 APPENDIX. >
SEGRE? fr-*" 2] N i Copy No / s,
‘\H sEE:J‘UHD AUSTRALIAN DIVISTONAL ARTILLERY
| ORDER No 69 .
—-—-——q--—ﬂDQ——---——-
3 A
Headquarters,
16th ¥ovomber,1917.
> WIS DAY An Army Barrapge will be carried out on "J" DAY by the
Field Artillery covering A6th Division, and as many Heavy
Artillery Batteries as can be brought to bhear, at 5.50 a.r.
o There will be two silent periods on the Army front- ;
. 1
= From 6 p.m. to 8,30 p.m,, _ Ly

9115 P-m- t0 9‘45 'PUMI

ACKNOVLEDGE « . {
\ * [,._ S
vl- Q:llt\"/’ - M Jor,Y «h.

(i:/ fsz Bripgade~la ior,

Normal Distribution. Pnd AUST.DIY .ARTY.
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SECRET

1st to 15th November, 1917.%. e

T-gr "

1. General.

During the past fortnight further operations have been undertaken, resulting in the capture
of Passchendaele on the 6th November and in the advancement of our IIIIE along the high gmuud
on the Passchendaele—Westroosebeke ridge on the 10th inst.

Following on the operations of 30th October, our artillery carried out intense counter-
battery work, accompanied by harassing fire on the enemy’s communications. His defensive
works and forward shell hole positions were brought under heavy destructive fire.

The enemy's infantry has been active on the battle front. On the 6th and 10th November

his counter-attacks were delivered early in the day, and probably only consisted of his support
and reserve battalions.

On the afternoon of the 18th inst., after intense artillery preparation, an attack against our
new positions North of Passchendaele was attempted. This attack was beaten off by rifle,
machine gun and artillery fire, the barrage of the latter opening very quickly.

The enemy’s artillery during the first week of the fortnight . was extremely active,
particularly on battery areas, gas shell being freely used at night. His reply to our attack on
the 6th was not heavy, except from enfilade fire from the North. The groups South of the
Menin Road have become exceptionally quiet, with a corresponding increase of batteries firing
from positions North and East of Westroosebeke, and in the Houthulst Forest.

The reply to our barrage on the 10th inst. was prompt and very heavy on the front attacked.
In general, the second week of the fortnight has been marked by the increase of fire from the
North, rising at times—particularly on the afternoon of the 183th November—to an intense fire
preparatory to the enemy’s attack.

2. Operations Prior to 6th November.

In continuation of our attack of 80th Oect., a number of minor operations were undertaken
on the nights of 1st-2nd and Brd-4th inst., with the object of improving our positions. Tkese,
although meeting with strong opposition, were successful, a number of strong points being
captured and our line materially advanced. A determined attack against the Canadian right
and Australian left by the enemy on the night of 2nd-8rd November succeeded in regaining
Graf (D 5 d central) but elsewhere the enemy was repulsed.

A number of small raids attempted against our posts North of Polygon Wood, West of
Becelaere (two raids), and West of Warneton, were all driven off. A raid by us on
1st—-2nd November Kast of Shrewsbury Forest was successful and we captured seven prisoners.
A map showing these raids is attached.

3. British Attack of 6th Novembenr.

Our troops assembled suceessfully, and an attack by the Canadian Corps was launched at
6 a.m, The maio attack was against Passchendaele and the high ground immediately North of it.

The operations progressed well, and in spite of some very hard fighting among the * pill
boxes " at the North end of Passchendaele and round Mosselmarkt, the whole of the nbjer:t-ives
were gained at an early hour and the line consolidated on Grun (I>12 b 4.0)—D 12 b 5
D6d9.0—D 6 b 95.30—V 30 d 05.55—Valour Farm (incl.) V 29 4 8. 6—-Vﬂﬂlb}? House {111:::1)
V 29 ¢ 5.6—Vapour Farm (incl.)

Counter-Attacks.—About 8.50 a.m. the enemy, to the strength of about one battalion,
counter-attacked North of Passchendaele ; this attack was driven off. A coneentration of hostile
trocps was reported at 9.50 a.m. near Vindictive Cross-roads (V 30 d 8.7), and at 9.30 a.m.,
10.80 a.m. and 11.45 a.m. the enemy attempted to assemble and counter-attack in the area
V23 dand V 24 e. In every case the troops were dispersed by artillery. The prompt dispersion
of these attempts to counter-attack is due in large measure to F.0.0s. who established themselves
early in the morning on the Passchendaele Ridge and maintained communications.

No further counter-attacks developed subsequently against our new positions.

1t 1s noteworthy that all these counter-attacks were made or attempted soon after our attack
was launched, hence it may be concluded that no other troops than those of the local support
and reserve battalions were employed.

The 11th German Division, in the Passchendaele sector, suffered very severe losses, both
during our attack and in their abortive counter-attacks. Probably elements of the 4th Division
to the N.W. of Passchendaele were also involved in these operations.

Simultaneously with the main attack on Passchendaele an attack by the X. British Corps
on the Polderhoek Spur was attempted, but did not succeed.

4. Between 6th and 10th November.

The following days passed quietly and there was a noticeable decrease in hostile artillery
actlnty South of Sanctuary Wood. This was probably owing to the fact that the enemy was
moving guns northwards to the Westroosebeke area.

On the night of 6-7th November, the enemy raided one of our posts West of Becelaere and
some of our men were missing,
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5. British Attacks of 10th N&‘-ﬁ-‘e;?lbur.

The assembly of the assaulting troops was successfully carried out, and the attack launched
at 6.5 a.m. The weather which had been threatening dlll"'rnf;hthe night broke badly before
zero hour, and the operations were carried out under the most ﬂ“ﬁm:z&l'%i;‘tiunﬂitinnﬂ.

The objective of the attack was to widen the very narrow Passchendde
and to seize the high ground N.W. of Passchendaele on & general line running
V 80 b 20.40, N. of Vindictive cross-roads—Vocation farm, V 30 a 1.6—Vat Cot (i
(V 29 a 50.85) to Tour
Corps and 11. Corps.

early hour, with slight opposition.
The enemy on this occasion had adopted a new scheme of defence, of which a captured

document (of 11th Division) had given particulars.
outpost line, which had orders to retire to a temporary
the event of an attack.

Behind this again ran his main line of resistance,
latter corresponded roughly with our objectives.

nant Farm (inclusive), V 28 b 5.4, and was carried out by the Cana
The attack progressed favourably and all objectives were

lient northwards

a point
sive)
L8

gained at an

This consisted principally in a lightly held
line of resistance in the forward zone in
The position of the
In accordance with the same policy the enemy

put down a relatively light barrage in advance of his outpost line a few minutes after zero, but
i quickly withdrew it to a pre-arranged line, where the barrage was greatly intensified.
Throughout the day the shelling of our new positions was exceptionally severe, and forced

‘Meanwhile, the troops of the Canadian Corps had maintained their objectives, but their left

N ﬂ; e troops on our left back to their original positions.

flank had to be thrown back to keep touch with the troops on their left.
Counter-Attacks—Such hostile counter-attacks, as were made by the enemy, were carried
out only by the local supporting troops of the 4th and 199th Divisions. These do not appear
to have been pressed with great vigour.
In certain of the concrete posts, however, the enemy put up a very strong resistance.
A concentration of hostile troops seen N.E. of Vindictive cross-roads and near Venison

trench, developed into a counter-attack about 1.45 p.m., but was repulsed by rifle and machine

gun fire.

6.

Period 11-15th November.

Apart from heavy shelling, the night of 10-11th November and 11th and 12th November,
passed without incident on the battle front.
On night of 11th inst. we carried out a successful raid North-West of Warneton.

On night of 12th inst. a sitrong party of the enemy attacked one of our positions Hast of

Wambeke, but was driven off.

The 18th November was marked by an intense artillery fire against the area North and

North-West of Passchendaele and at about 4.830 p.m. the enemy attacked the left of the

Canadian Corps.

This attack, however, failed to reach our lines.
two battalions of the 114th Regiment (199th Division) were involved.

withdrawn from the line next day.

On night of 14th November three attacks were made on one of our posts North-West of

Polderhoek Chateau and our positions North of the Menin Road.
Two of these attempts failed, but an attack directed against one of the concrete “ pill boxes "
succeeded in eapturing the garrison of six men.

A strong raiding party attacked our lines North-West of Poelcapelle on the afternoon of

15th November, but were repulsed.

7. Prisoners.

It is estimated that
This Regiment was

During the fortnight the following prisoners have passed through Corps Cages and C.C.S.'s:
27 Officers and 721 O.Rs.

Four 77cm. guns were captured by the Canadian Corps during the 10th November.

8. Distribution of the Enemy’s Forces.
During the past fortnight the following divisions have been identified :(—

Sector, I%E‘Eﬂlga Divisions subsequently appearing. Latest Identifications.
HOUTHULST FOREST 27 Div. 41 Div. November 15th
(Nov. S8th-8th) Prisoner
S.E. of HOUTHULST FOREST | 3 Nav. Div. | 239 Div. 8 Nav. Div. November 15th
(Nov. 3rd-4th) | (Nov. 8th) Prisoner
WESTROOSEBEKE 111 Div. 5 Bav, R. Div. 4 Div,. 199 Div. November 15th
(Nov. 2nd-3rd) (Nov. 4th-5th)  (Nov. 9th-10th) . Men killed
reinforeing
PASSCHENDAELE 39 Div. 11 Div. *© 44 Res. Div. 25 Div. November 15th
(Nov. 5th-6th) | (Nov. Ttk-8th) (Nov. 14th-15th) Prisoners
MOORSLEDE 3 Gd. Div. 11 Bav. Div. 3 Gd. Div. 11 Res. Div.] November 14th
(Nov. 1st-2nd) (Nov. Sth-0th) (Nov. 8th-9th) Prisoners
Elements reinforcing
N.E. of POLYGON WOOD 44 Res. Div. | 36 Res. Div, 39 Div. November 13th
(Nov. 3rd) (Nov. 8th-8th) Prisoners
BECELAERE... 15 Div. 7 Div. 15 Div. 7 Div, November 15th
(Nov. 1st-2nd) | (Nov. 5th-6th) (Nov. 12th) Prisoner
MENIN ROAD 18 Res. Div. | 49 Res. Div. 18 Res. Div. 49 Res.Div.| November 15th
(Nov. 2nd) (Nov. 9th) (Nov. 156th-16th) Document
ZANDVOORDE .-+ |1 Bav. R. Div. November 14th
Prisoners
HOUTHEM 8 Div. November 14th
Prisoners
WARNETON ... 32 Div. November 14th
Prisoner's statement
DEULEMONT . | & Bav. Div. November 13th
Equipment
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Evidence obtained during the fortnight establishes that the enemy has kept three divisions
in line between the Ypres—Roulers railway and the Menin road; previously this had been in
doubt, owing to his withdrawal ou to the western slopes of Keiberg Spur and the consequent

difficulty of obtaining ideunifications.
It has also b<un established that the Ypres Group embraces only three divisions in line,
instead of cour as formerly, and that its southern boundary runs just N. of Becelaere.

. Alterations in Divisional Boundaries.

Very slight changes in divisional sectors have been noted. The division holding the
Westroosebeke sector has contracted its western flank about 800 yards eastward, and the
, northern boundary of the Moorslede division now runs about 200 yards North of the Roulers
railway.
Divistonal Reliefs.—From the Menin road to our junction with the French the enemy has
adhered to his new system of relief divisions relieving each other in the line every six days, and
in some sectors divisions have appeared three times in 15-18 days, e.g.,—
5th Bav. Res. Div., in Westroosebeke sector.
3rd Gd. Div., in Moorslede sector.

15th Div., in Becelaere sector.
3rd Naval Div., in S.E. ot Houthulst sector.

The 39th Div. has appeared in three different sectors :—

Sector Moorslede 20th Oct,—2Tth Oct.
., Passchendaele... 81st Oct.—5/6th Nov.
. HEast of Polygon Wood ... 8-9th Nov.

So far there is no instance of a division appearing more than three times in the line, with
s1x day intervals of rest.

10. Dispositions. t’r
A captured order of 11th Division issued on the 80th October lays down a new method of
holding a defensive position. The following are the salient features :—

(a) A protective line of the forward zone.
(b) A line of resistance of the forward zone.
(¢) The main line of resistance.

The depth from (a) line to (¢) line is to be about 800 yards.

In case of attack the troops in the outpost line (a) should be withdrawn to (b), 15 minutes
being allowed for this operation to take effect. At the expiry of this 15 min utes, the enemy
increases to his heavy barrage, not hesitating to put it down in front of position (¢) and behind (b).

Our attack on 10th November showed that these tactics had been put into force by the 4th
Division. It appears probable that this order emanated from the German Fourth Army, and
may apply to all the groups under its command. It is probable that our ill success on the left
during our attack on 10th November was due to the enemy’s final barrage coinciding with our
objective.

11. Reserves.

In each sector on the Army front from the Menin Road sector northwards, there is a
division in close reserve. So far as is known at present, these are probably the following :—

Houthulst Forest ... 4$8th Div.

South-East of Houthulst Forest 239th Div.

Westroosebeke 4th Div.

Passchendaele 44th Res. Div.

Moorslede 11th Bav. Div. or 8rd Gd. Div.
Hast of Polygon Wood 36th Res. Div.

Becelaere 15th Div.

Menin Road 18th Res. Div.

In addition, the following divisions are known or suspected to be in reserve in Flanders :—
119th Div.-—Withdrawn from Merckem sector on Oct. 14th. Reported South of Bruges.
10th Bav. Div.—Withdrawn from Becelaere sector on Oct. 25th.
10th Ers. Div.—Withdrawn from Poeleapelle on Oct. 6th. Reported in Bruges area.
16th Div.—Withdrawn from Poelecapelle on Oct. 16th.
220th Div.—Withdrawn from Passchendaele sector on Oct. 22nd. Reported in area South of
Bruges.
123rd Div.—Reported to have been transferred from Russia to Flanders, but lacking confirmation.
1st Bav. Div. |

2nd Bav. Div. Elements reported by a deserter to have been seen detraining in Bruges about
21st Diyv. Nov. 6-9th. Confirmation is required.
103rd Div. .

12. Losses.

Prisoners’ statements show that the enemy’s losses from our artillery fire in the back
areas continue to bg cohsiderable. During the fortnight the following divisions have been
withdrawn with very heavy losses and are not likely to have any further fighting value without
long rest :—

;}itﬁ &?“;3 SR } From Westroosebeke sector,
11th Div.—From Passchendaele sector.

In general, it may be assumed that after a division has done three tours in the line its
efficiency is so impaired as to render its complete withdrawal necessary,
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13. Air Reconnaissance.

Weather e.nn&iitiuns were very unfavourable for war ﬁying% the first seven days of the
fortnight when misty weather prevailed.

Enemy aireraft has shown no abnormal activity except on the Ebim‘ﬁh\insh, when enemy
machines were very active reconnoitring forward and battery areas and dropping ; Bs

During operations there has been considerable activity by low flying machines on idbs
engaged in trench reconnaissances and in harassing the opposing troops with machine gun
In this respect the enemy showed considerable activity on the 2nd, 8rd, 5th and 8th instances,
while the same applies to our machines throughout operations and notably on the 6th inst.,
when our aviators were extremely active harassing the enemy and carrying out contact patrols
and artillery work.

During the latter part of the fortnight weather conditions improved slightly on certain
daye though visibility remained indifferent owing to mist. Advantage was taken of two or
three fine days by our photographie reconnaissances, a total of 740 plates being exposed during
the fortnight. The majority of these were taken in the vicinity of the front line so that it will
be necessary to take full advantage of any improved weather conditions in order to supplement -

| our information coneerning the enemy’s back area. .
\ As a result of numerous combats in the air 22 enemy machines were crashed and 81 driven
. down out of control. 17 of our machines are missing. |
\h‘; There has been no exceptiondl activity by enemy machines as regards bombing, very few !
bombs have been dropped except towards the end of the last month and the first days of

November, when Vierstraat, Reninghelst, Ouderdom, Hazebrouck, Bailleul and Cassel were '

bombed, besides the usual bombing of the forward area. i

Our machines dropped a total of 287 bombs on various objectives behind the enemy’s lines.

Enemy long distance reconnaissance machines have not shown any aetivity of special
interest. In one or two cases patrels have ventured as far West as Cassel and Hazebrouck.

14. Artillery Activity. ﬁ'

During the fortnight, there h een an important c¢hange in the groupings of batteries,
transfers apparently being made from positions south of the Ypres— Menin Road to the
Westroosebeke—Moorslede area. This movement has been confirmed by the increased artillery
activity and artillery-aeroplane activity in this area, and a corresponding decrease of artillery l"
fire in the south. It is probable that the movement was completed by the 10th, as as extremely
heavy barrage was put down during our attack in the Passchendaele sector on that date. ,
Otherwise, the groupings of batteries probably remain unchanged, but it 1s difficult to say |
definitely as so few locations have been obtained owing to unfavourable weather.

Except in reply to our attack on the 6th and 10th, and in preparation of the enemy’s attack
in the Passchendaele sector on the 18th, hostile artillery activity has generally been about
normal in the north and centre, but in the south there has been a marked decrease in aectivity, |
especinlly during the last few days. Shelling has been dirvected chiefly against our battery areas .[
and tracks, heavy bursts of concentrated fire being used. Gas shells have been freely used |
against our battery positions, morve especially at night.

In the north, there has been increased by H.V. guns against our back areas and
communications.

On the 12th inst. two long range naval guns, situated two miles South-West of Haubourdin,
fired six rounds into Bailleul.

e

a T g — i

i
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15. Enemy's Defences.

Very little fresh enemy work has been noticeable during the period. This 1s doubtless
partly due to the bad visibility, which has prevented good observation and also hindered
photography. :

Forward Areas.—The principal areas from whence active work is reported are, from North
to South, as follows:— (1) North-East and South of Passcherdaele; (2) around Gheluvelt ;
(38) about the Ypres—Comines Canal; (4) East of Gapaard; (5) Warneton (strong wire).
The work bowever, in general, has taken no definite shape, except perhaps North of _.
Passchendaele, where shell holes have been connected up and short stretches of trenches have i
been constructed,

Rear Lines.—Roulers line. More work has been carried out on the Support Line, further
stretches of trench having been traced out North of Beythem, also just North of the Ypres—
Roulers Railway and due West of Roulers. The traced front line trench is now joined up to the
continuation of the Gheluwe Switch. A little fresh wire has been erected in places.

The projected line (Artillerie Schutz Stellung), shown on captured maps running parallel
to the Roulers Line and between this line and the town of Rculers, has apparently been
commenced, short traces of a trench South-West of Roulers having been noticed on
photographs. :

A noticeable feature is the work which is being carried out South of the River Lys and
parallel to it, where a new switch line is in course of construction.

A new switeh line has been commenced in front of the Linselles Switch, running from the
Comines— Bondues Line in an almost northerly direction for about 1,200 yards; a line of wire
has been erected going northward from the River Lys midway between Wervieq and Bousbecque,
which may eventually have some connection with the switch mentioned above.

North of Wervieq short stretches of trenches have been dug and a certain amount of wire
has been erected. ;

A good deal of work has also been done on and in the neighbourhood of the Hallot line, 1
The wire has been extended to the River Lys and about 1,000 yards of support trench have been ‘
traced out South of the Lys parallel to the Comines—Wervieq Road in 28 V6aandb. A trench
has been commenced just in front of the Fort Carnot switch running out from the Hallot line.
and a support line is also being constructed which links up the communication trenches
already dug.
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16. The General Situation.
The strength of the German forces opposite the Second Army front from the Blanckaart
Lake to the River Lys namely:.—14 Divisions in the line and 10 Divisions in close support
show no change in *i1€ strength of the enemy since the beginning of the month. |

The DNivisions in close support reinforce Divisions between the Menin Road and our f
junecti~+ With the French. South of the Menin Road Supporting Divisions are not employed, :
-nowing that the enemy considers that the chances of an attack by our troops in that part of
the line are slight. This is confirmed by prisoners.

In addition to the above there are about 10 to 12 Divisions in Flanders. These consist of
Divisions who have completed their tour of duty on the battle front or have suffered so heavily
that they are not likely to return for some considerable time. In case of an attack by our troops
the majority of these Divisions would probably be available to reinforce the front.

From the examination of prisoners there is little doubt that the enemy expect us to
continue our attack northwards from Passchendaele towards Westroosebeke. They as clearly
recognise the importance of that village to us as they rg’gnguiﬂe the importance of Passchendaele

o themselves.

This is borne out by the concentration of guns E.
and their attack on Passchendaele on the 18th inst.
will continue his attacks to regain Passchendaele, and
has detailed two good Divisions, namely :—the 199th a

On other parts of the front raids carried out b;,: thel
either the capture of prisoners, the destruction of pil
tactical feature of local importance.

Prisoners left in our hands as the result of these e
out by us deny any knowledge of any intended offens
captured. Morever, a few prisoners recently captured as
anticipated no attack by us in the vicinity of Gheluvelt.

A deserter who recently surrendered near Poelcappelle stated that a big German offensive
was about to be undertaken between the coast and Schoore, He had been serving a battery
near Ghistelles and affirmed he had seen regiments belonging the 1st Bavarian Corps, who
had récently arrived at Bruges. In the course of examins, he made several statements to
the effect that the construction of light railways had been completed, that ammunition dumps
had been replenished and that hutments had been increased in the area Ostende—Ghistelles—
St. Pierre Capelle—Leffiinghe, Much of this information could be confirmed by air photos and
previous knowledge of the areas concerned. It is considered however that further corroboration
1s required before these statements are too seriously entertained.

The fact that new divisions seen detraining: at Bruges, who are subsequently intended for
employment in this area, may also give rise to * talk among the rank and file that an attack
near the coast is contemplated by the Germans.

With reference to hostile artillery, in addition to the increase of guns in the Westroosebelke
area, & noticeable inerease has also taken place in the Houthulst Forest groups, where a large
amount of registration by aeroplane has lately been carried out. As it is considered that a
hostile attack is not contemplated in that area, these guns are probably intended to catch in
flank an attack by our troops on Westroosebeke from the direction of Poelcappelle. They fire
principally in a southerly direetion. '

] As regards defences much new work is in progress between the Lys and Lille showing that

no effort is to be spared to defend Lille from an attack from the North-West. The Roulers line

? is also being continued and it is expected that much work 18 likely to be carried out here during
the winter months.

Westroosebeke prior to the 10th inst.,
>re iglgvery likelihood that the enemy
witent is drawn to the fact that he
125th i oppose our troops in the salient.
pnémy appear to have as their objective
8" or the seizure of some small

lses or of successful raids carried
e areas in which they were
Menin road stated that they

e R

17. Annexes.
(i.) Situation map showing Order of Battle.
(ii.) Map showing the positions of attacks and raids.

V. VIVIAN, Lieut.-Colonel, G.S.,
for Major-General, G.S., Second Army,

s i

F. B. Co —1493—800—10-11-17,
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DISTRIBUTION LIST. | an AUSTRALIAN
U‘“L ARTILLERY

Prpapa————

.‘.."ﬂm“-ltlﬂhmm‘

— - -
e

e lm_..u..!..n..-n-lﬁa‘*- —

; "B" GROUP i 1 -9 9 | e
| 4th #.0'.4.0de i 10 | 1 1
 Pnd Aust. n.A.C. : 11 I 4 | 4
| Ond Aust, Del..s0d 12 g 1 E 5 _
1‘l."#:*nd Auet., Divisim'i. 13 . - 1 5 !
| 49th Division I 14'e 17 - 1 % 5 }
| féday 1t PHZAC i 18 ; 1 i 4 %
{ Itehss “nd ARZAC | 19 i 1 i A .
: Hadoy “nd AFZAC E 20 ; 1 ; 1 |
Iu.s.s.o. b . i 1 | 1 :
85th Div. Arty., 21 5 1 } 1 2
218t Dive Artw. . a2 I 1 ‘ 1 E.
17th Balloon Coy. - ; . i 1 f
| 4th Squad. R.F.C. . | - | 1 |
5-0. 23 { 1 " 2
Beiiy e | 1 | 1 L
=0, { 25 1 | 1 1
Pile E 6 , 1 ; 1 ;
lwar Diary iav - P9 i 3 ? i \
| spares ;30. 85 ] 3 } g ;
___________________________
l_ TOTAL J=ﬁ= 33 39 | A1
SR S . S ———
i
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4w F. A, Bl om) AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ARTILLE“
b 5 ORDER No 70
T i T -_'_H: ————— n-ﬂm--——-——
|
ot s et mhj Headquarters,

17th Yovemher,1917.

1. Artillery prepapation for the next operation (phase 10) will
be continued in accordanco with the foliowing instructions:-

2, Vigorous counter-battery work and Harassing fire on enomy's

roads and communications will be continued. The Heavy ‘rtillery

will now pay special attention to the destruction of roads in use
by the enemy.

Sa Dectructive bombardments and wire cutting will be carried out
by the Heavy Artillery in consultation with Divisions,

4, "K" DAY: cilent perlods from 7 p.m. 10 7,70 p,m,

from lﬁ'p.m. to 10-Eﬁ P.M,

5. "L" DAY:(a) Thore will be an Army Barr
Artillery will co-operate,
issued later,

€ in which all
iagrame will be

(b) Zerc Hour willl be 7 a.m,

(c) Ratos of Fira - Normel, i.,e. 18-pdre @ rds.p...7.
4.5" Hows 1 do Ao

(d) starting e for "A" Barrage will be notified
later.
(e) S8ilent periods from 8.%0pm to 7 p.nm.
from 9,50 pm t0 10 Palm.

B "M" DAY (e) Thore will be a Corps Barrage in conjunction with
' the Cahadian Corps, Detaulls will be issuod later,

(b) 8ilent periods from 7.%0 p.m. to 8 p.m,
from 10 p.m. £0. 10430 -p.n,

7. "X" DAY {(a) There will be an Army Barrage in which all Artill
| ery will co-operate, Diagrame will be issued later,

(b) Zero Hour will be 6.30 a.m.
(c) Rate of Firoc - Normal .

(d) qtarting4gaﬁuﬂffbr "AY Barraga will be notified
'1Et5r.

(e) ailent periods from 7.15 Pems to 7.45 p.m
from 2,15 p«ms tO 9.4F.p.m.
B, Owing to the small number of 18-pdr gunsLﬁn.the Corps front
f;?gaping fire will be employed by these guna in all Bﬁrraﬂeq.

\\V .

2. ACKFOWLEDGE.,

3 Brigada-Major
Isgued at 11 a.m. e ' -’pna AUST. DIV, ARTY.
Nbrmal Distribution o
i Ty . e i
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~ SECUFD AU TRALIAN DIVICIOY L *RTILLI™Y al
I 4 F. A, BRIGADE, | By B o 792, !|
Eovrss osbvonaifiap
| 1 I .
| 2 . | l
r 8 Banenis : _ 17¢th T’ovgﬁhgr’lﬂ'!_"!,_

BARFAGSS = "L", ";*. and "N" nAY"

1. Barrcge Diagrams for "L", "i" and "M "AYZ are attached ("n"

Group only ).

Be ztarfing 1ine for all Barrages 'vill be the "irmr Nerrare Line”
> g’om E-lF‘pﬂ;5-0 0 ZePRBe0:8.0,

rv"‘. »

3.  Barrage on "i" DAY -
(a) Zero hour will he at 5,45 am,

(b) ates of fire, vormel.

2, ACLHO L. DG,

{.
!

‘Blor, e :
Rrigade-«pnior, )
TR AUNT NIV, ATTY, I[

T t
é

Digtribution as for
Order 0o 70,

Iasued at 2,730

-
_.l‘
'F'.l‘ -
L i e
®

DISTRIDBUTION LIST . .~
e s AN |

This office Distribution list of 13/11717 will bo rmended os follows:,

For "21lst v, ‘rty" T7A" " Few Zorlend Ny, Srtef, 5
= ;
$ i l
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Location of Units at 10 a.m,

UHIT CODT FHALE

'ﬂrT':l‘*

J'I---l--l.l.-

"nd AUSTDIV.AED. 0 H

"B GLOUP

(Sth A.Fullde) LASK
2th Dattery EGC

l¢th Battery HARROY

1%th Battery Iy

1068 How, Btv. HIZAD
-._-JI:-I.:. :'-‘J._-'i'-.t.'i.-:ide 7 3 ﬂ-l....
10th Battery CHGITEE

I.._I
=
cr
2
i

cttery HAZEL

(HALFAY  HOUTE)

I 17 4Cel B e
JdaZeBeB3 482,
Js8eDeB .80
JaFabas 30,98,

Je8ebedH .88,

J-B-G-{“’? -";ETH!:

JeBaBel3,40,

A & S S

M- -

18th Novenber, 1917.

He 1R, 45 47 &
H-lg.a.c’m.nﬁ.
Derd g d 21,

H-Jjﬂ'.&l{ Il'

13th Dettery HOUSE JeBasla it al3s He2" o Ba 184
104th LoweBtY.a EXPLNT (Je8eCe?B.74.(° guns) He2%4.,8.4,1.
(J 7 604427.00 (4 guns)

JOROUT STATION Jdele@eB0,10C,

e e U Da? G741l o

vite (D) DeRO.CeR30,753

Mmd ML DaelsCelaTs wIRE GelBsBeS 4B
200 AUBT el al slise Hil3:2:0,8;

oy DUWLP T 5 e el s
*AYLOE DUIP IO e eb <5

CLDUVA DUL:P e P Qa? R0
Pnd Auste D.ﬂ.h.Q;J

18th Roveriber, 1217,
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| 7| 4w F A BRCGAPPENDIX. X111
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HT'::GR.ET : f= _ | GOW ED " s 8 .
CECOND - AUSTRALIAN  DIVISIONAL  ARTILLERY
- ===== ORDER NO. .753.=====
Referencse laps- Hoadquartears,
1/40,000 Sheet 28 19th Fovenher '17.
1 /20,000 Sheets 28NW and NE.
1 The 2nd Australian Divigional Artillery whll beo
relieved by the 18th and 113rd Army Brigedes R.F.A. on the “1st
Novombor.
A Guns stripped, except for sighte, aiming postsy
bresch and rmuzzle covers, will be taken over in situ by the re:
lieving Brigades. Ths 2nd Aust. Divisional Artillory will'néy
tako over guns
S The persomnel of rellieving Brigades will take over
Group Honadguarters and Eatteriaa as followgt -~ R
.I._—a_.. i e — S i o — — = o —— L _r-— —— - g
UNIT RELIEVED. LDGATIOH.‘ GUNS AT RELIFVED BY,.
PO T b R
H.Qe Sth ALF .A.?de! HsQs 113rd Brigade R.F.’.
| {_Illr?l'-.-'l--tlﬁl 1 ; H
H.Q. 4th Do. Hel®,8.70,05., HeQs 18th Brigade R.F:/
10th AFA Bty. | J.8.0.47.48, { 4, A/18 Bty. R.F.A. 1
11th DO, . JeB.A,18.40, i £ o 1 59th Battery R.F.A. |
12th BO., Y FuBine 78 98, 5. | 94th Battery R.F.A. 5 t
104th  Do. " J.8.0:48,74; i B, D/18 Battery R.F.A.
13th Do. t J.258+83.684, i B A/11%3 Rattery R.F.!
14th Do, { J.8.D.R 2.8 B ot B/11% Battery R.F.A.
15th  Doa | J.8,0.,80,98 B . C/113 Battery R.F.A
105th Do . i Je8:D0d5.88 | &, D/113 Battery R.F, Ao f
% 2nd Aust.De A0 GelBaCebsBs | { lﬂu..llﬁ.ﬁluﬂ-ul—t-h—- B -

3% 14th Battory has 1 gun and 15th Battery 2 guns fitted with
air recuperators but no tools.
Relief on 22/11/17.

Advanced parties, oconsisting of 1 Officer and
mther ranks per battery, will arrive at HELLFIRE COR'VER (7.10,4.0.1)
at 10 a.nmn. on 20th inst..Batterlies will send guides and carts to
conduet them and kit to Battery Headquarters.

1535

5. All maps, vhotos, and corresnorndence regarding %ha
front will bhe handed over.

E

8a FPersonnel of HEﬂdﬂuﬂPtE‘E and the relieving Ep?$u“1ﬁp
will arrive st HELLFIRE COENER (1.10 d.0.1.) &t 10 s, 00 2lstginet..

Group H.Qs. and Batteries will Brrange for guides.  Battery fm“GD*H1"

relieved will proceed in the lorries conveying,
relieving nersonnel, | _ ® -,
BT O0+PNOo "1(D.23.c.,7:1.) end 0.P. No 2 (1D.29,c,80,°%)

wlll be taken over by 11%th and lPth Bdes respectively at 2 n.m. or
218t inst. Officers for thegse duties will revort at the II.0. of -
15t® AUST. F.A. Battery (J.8.c.2.7.) who will supply suides.

Bdo. Liaison Officer at 147th THfe BE6 H.0. 13 xTelatd 1) will he PP-
lioved at the. samc time by an officer of 113%th Rds. 3% Group F.2.
will supply the guide,

8. Ammunition at Gun positions will be handed over and
receipts forwarded to Staff-Gapt., 2nd Aust. D.A., LILLE GATE,
(1.14.8.,80,15,)
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2nd AUST.DeA.. ORDER 73 (contd) 1

T ) !
i t 5w C r . i
i
- e ————_—e L . P - il A T ———

| =

Q. All particulars of “indents for guns amd sights will
bs handed over to reliseving batteries., Each Rattery should handg
over 8 guns and sights, slthser in action or indente fcr the def-
igirnciesn, Receipte to bos forwarded to Staff-Captain, °nd Aust.
DeAs

10, ' ©ond Aust.D.A. will march with empty cchelons fror
the wagonlinecs in accordance with attached march table, Thig isg
to be strictly adhered to so as not to block incoming batterie. .

L Incoming hatteries willl take over the Wagon lLirr
of the batteries theyv relisesve as in para.2.

24 2nd Aust, D.A.C.wlill send 1 wagon per Battery tc
HF LLP¢RL CORNER by 10 a. m, on 21st to take up #nd bring back kit.

154 The 18th and 113th Army Bdes R.F.A. will find 1
foicar and 30 BiR. to man TAYLOR DUFE at [39.0:5:5s They will t
over a4# ¥eer, on 21st Nove Personnel at CORDOVA and HOPNRY Thumns
will he relisved under 2nd ANZAC arrenzements. |

14, The Staff-Captain will issuse orders for the movs
of the 2nd Aust. Div, Trench iiortars, regarding trench and arssas
stores and billet-ting arrangements,

165 snd Aust.D.AH.Q. will not he relieved.
sommands will pass on comnletion of rsliefa,.
104 -
Completion of reliefe will be renorted to MNiA.H,
by the Corde word "ROGGED"
17 MCKNOWLEDGE,
¥ 2 Hajc?,?.ﬂ.,

Isgued at 8 pm <;) Brizade~ii2 jor,
DISTRIBUTICI : = ~ohd AUSTRALIAN DIV. ARTILLFRY,
"B" GROUP Copies 1 - @
4th A.F.A.DRde. 1C
ond Aust DAL I A -
1% L 2 N 15
18th Army Bde .R.F.A. 18 =20
113th do . do 01 =95 ®
“nd aazt. Div, : 28
Rikeg Lot AHNZAC o
BiAey 2nd AJZAC 223
49th Division 99 <32
£8th Division D0
NeZow DIV ATTTe A4
DedAsDePuBas Pnd ANZAQ A5
aTal0sy P PERINGHE 513
A« FPM ey End AHZAC a7
Area Commandant,STETNWERCK 3

do KEMMEL "a
Ftaff-Captain, 40
Rl 41
Ylar Diary 49 <44
File 45
mrﬁrﬂﬂ 46 =50
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COND AUSTRALIAY DIVISIONAL ARTILL RY

TABLE

---------- 000=—==——=m=—w

‘.' _1- i . - = r
J f } g j Vi Route Remarks,

| i I
Nov.=Z1l | 10 am i 4th AUST F.A Yago Li : 2 ¥ i) )
: g N 5 i TR Jagon Lines | STEENWERCKE ! KRUISTRPAATEOTK X RD -~ Fot to arrive befor
1 I ] =hm " : » e - E 4 -y A0
; % E Bl'igﬁdﬁ - ' b i LY Ij_r'RﬁTthf_ll-Il = I;:.IE?‘E:FL " P M
; | i & ? NEUVE ¥GLI~EL
| | E ‘
HIOY o P | Sth AUST.R.A., ' @8 on Lineg ' ¥ELE i .
! | |  Brigade. ; 5 ; =Eh ; do do 5 do Ao do
| ? : ' |
] b gv Pt : 10 { ol i ) k] F . - ! j

P Amm, S : of DERciEs e

; | 5 | e j : ~ LOCRE - DRAFOUTRZ. dc do Ao
| 1 i : *
::::::::*:—:::1¢t":1:::::::::::&:::m:“:r::::TJ:—_,: it o i, e P Lt s

baggape wagons will march ir rear of their D

. ;i‘r.:,.- o it

e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

: T ;"_-,:-".,' 3 - > -
#: 2U0 yards will be mairtained between Batteries an? Sactiona of +he N.A C

rigades under an Officoer.
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SECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY.

o fe B | ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS
A | F. | Headquarte—s,
| (Issued under Order No 73) 19th Vovember,1917,

------- -‘“0{}0---— - -

. ——
e i e

) I The 2nd jGst. Div. Arty. is being relieved by the 18th and
117th Army Brigados R.F.A.on 2lst Novembor in accordance with‘lare
already issued. . | "
e All tronch shelter: -nd area otoree will be handed over 1o

’ rolieving batterios. [Each Brigade and D.A.C, will forward to “nd
NJheH. . shoving by Batiorios and Ceoticn~ of D.A.C. particulars of
a1l area stores handed over, Receipts 7ill bo obteined and retaina”
for all stores. All carriers, canvas, ammunition, 18-pdr and 4,7

Ho'l, in oxcecs of A0 per 18-pdr Battery and 79 ver 4,F" EHow, 7tv.
7111 be handed over to reclieving Ratterles.

&, Gumboots 7ill not be handed over but will be retainsed hv
Netteries.,

4 o Ratteries and D.A.C. will move with empty echelons. All
ammunition at prescnt in echolons will bo roturned to CORDOYA &vd

i'ORNBY DULPS or may be handed over to relieving Ratteries, . &y
mutual arrengemont between [Latterilese concerned, e "

B surply arrangements will be notificd later,
Fa Ath A.F.A.Dde. 7411 be billoted in tho wicinttw of FTITVTORCITT,

Sth A.F.A. doin the vicinitr of KIMLIL ard 2nd N,AC. ir vicinitr of
LA CHECHE, An Officer from rach Dricgade will he ghom ™Magon linesn
for respective units on ROth iretant, Fach M. i7"y, Batiterv and
cection, D.A.C. 71ll irmedintoly deteail 1 1.0.0., and 1 0.1, to he

in roediness to rrogond in eadvance of thoir uvrit as guldes,

T °nd De4eCo vill dotall & C.8, Yagons per "attery and 1 mer
B.H.u. to rport to "agon Lines of 1.ll.N. and Natteries hv alfternicr
of 27th instant for convevance of haggage and axtra Tinter
equiprent. These agone 7ill roturn to M.4.0., or com~letion of move,

8, Personrel of relieving batteries and B.il.7, ill arrive bv
motor lorry at 10 am or Rlat instant. DB.H.Q. of 4th and 5th Rdasg
w11l proceed in lorries bringing headouartor of 1°tr and 117th
Brigedes to thelr new area, DBatterv persommel hen relieved will
rroceed in rame lorries bringinf porsommel of 18th and 11"th Ldea,
to their new lines. I’xact destination of thece lorries will he
notifiocd later and arringements made for guidas to meet them.

s ° nd Aust. Div, Trannh.bartﬁrﬁ w11l move cn 27nd instant by
3 motor Lorrioe cclling at H,1%.a.0.%, at 10 a.m. FHxact location
of their billets will be notified later o0 D.T.lee from this office.

10, ACKNCWLIDGIE,

"'u'-...,_, : ' Captﬁ-"iﬂ :
.ﬂ Staff=Nartain,

= ..Issued to-all rociptenta Pnd AUST. DIV. APTY.
of Order Ko 73, e

g
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J. & . Sﬂgﬂﬂn AUgTRﬂLIﬂN DIHIQIgwﬁT APTILLERY &
!% .......... |
3 CBEORET Headouarters,
404 dp e an it 20th November 19173

. ADDENDA TO ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUGTIONS ISSUED UNDER ORDER %5 .

REFERENCE MAPS« sheets 28 and 34 1/40 o:::e.

— o me— o — —_—— —— — = — — — —— e S S R e

A il
A e e S - — . . [ g i i — . (i — -.-_-.-...—.—....—.u...,._,_.:.___h,:

L 4th and 5th A.F.A. Brigades will bte billetsd in STETVa
UEROK and  °2nhd Aust. DeA4Cs and Trench Mortars in locations given
bLlUWq :

24 " 4th LeFeslA4Brigado will take over wagon lines recently

occupled by 46th Brigado TNF«2. Locatione of respective lines to
bo taken over arg ag followgie

Ehﬁﬂtnﬁq Qt..h ﬁ"ﬂﬁ- Ei-;‘- jjj,pé. 30 G-l-,u.#llr

1Dt1‘ B&ttpr:}r e & »v @ G-.nﬂ-ln 1?
llih .ll¢-1G 10 bl-nt'
lmth 3 lllil-..dl ibﬁlti
104th f R e Oa{]’d‘ﬂ'
ir
B : .oth A.F.A.Brigade will take over egon lines beins

vacatod tuﬁarruu by 8th Aust. F.A«.Brlgade . Locatlonsef resnective
vagon lines to be taken over are ag Tollcus:-

i

EhEG’t S'?Jl St]l Bdﬁl Elf'}l LS | Glnlﬂ-ﬂlil or l':;l:j"I'-h'l'll:"?'hI I'.‘{"'

lﬁth Bﬁ-ttﬁrﬁr a8 5 6 ﬂlﬁa lB-I' 15 i{-}-i-
14th Bﬂttﬁry sissese GalUyB B
12th Battery s s BalBan P 5.
IOEth H&tEGPY TR GilOiﬂtﬁ.%i
4. 2nd Australian D.,A.0C. will take over wagon lines boine :

v#cat%d LY th Avel .M Oy as fﬂl'GUﬂ:—

i

heet 28 Headgquarteors . ..:s s
1.t ‘IBthﬂﬂ 8 8 8 8 8 & @

O ofle
O. ’

J ﬂ
“_ﬂ m
Oy X8
|
.

sheet o6 Pnd oee%don L.iscsse BiPlaBuaSsB .
"E'f" ;'Ghﬁlﬂl’l L IR T T R O Biﬂia.g"?-

B ond Australisn Divisional mrenc} Hortars will be
billetod with lﬁt Eeﬂtimn, 2nd Aust. Deh, J., Luuﬁtion as in pera 4,

':,..,

Guides for Battories and Brigade Headgua-terg on 21st
irﬂt ant will be at CROSS ROAD® at Ayz1R.8.8.5, (Sheet Z5\v-= Tho samo

HPGPE recads are shown on BHAZEBROUCH S5A™ . 2ap at " m" 200 vardg
‘et 0f the large "E" in FRANCE, 4dth A.F.".Brigade guidss will

bc there frorm 1 p.m. onmverds and 5th ﬁ.F.ﬁ.Briﬁaﬁa gﬁiﬂaﬂ irom 4 .20
Pl ONn7EYTdg., -

[? l,f,{[ W Captein

Stalf Captain,
znd Australian Diwvisional Artillesrvy.
DISTRIBUTION- To all recipients of ®nd Austs DiA. Order 7%,

9

8 -
-
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SECRUT APPENDIX. 7 _~=- Copy Mo/ U
SE00KD AYSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ARTILLIRY
-3 _ - - Q.B3D B R No 74,
¥ A BhininE | — o QH O e e
| iTH F. A, BIIGADE, ;
A :
= e h—=i= = 1 Feadquarters,
rf 20th Novemher,1717.
E.-:‘r-‘. = I

T On ths night of 21s8t/22nd Nov. the 147th Inf., Bde. (48th niv)
- will taks over the front at prescnt held by the B8th Division, T:ur

the present Northern Boundary of the 49th Diwve, 10 Del7e@a5404

4. . Nov, “8nd. SFT BDE.H.Q. MOULIY FARY,
6 " ompg BRIGADE Ha0. Ne23.Cele%
s At 6 pm on Plst Yove, the 104th Army Bde. RFAs 111 coma

under the orders of the C.R.A., 2nd Aust,., Division, and cover 40tb

Div. from the prssont lorthern Boundary to D,17.4.7 .04

2o The S.0.5. Line will remain 2= at Pprescnt,
D On the £5rd Hovember, at an hour to be notified later, the 7717

and 115th Army Brigsdss R.F.A. will come under the orders o' i»e
CaRelros, New Zealand Division and covor that Divisiony the G.R.:.

86th Division will take over cormand of the 174th ﬂfm?l?ﬁﬁ.ﬁ.ﬁ.“f

A, The Boundaries of the iiew Zealand Divisicn arg’-
On the Soutnh - the H[REUTEL3EEK
O the Merth - B & 7 Grid Lines through J.5. Central,
P ACKNOUILEDGE, f
I‘; ! E ) 1 /.r
"\\“ E x
@ “‘"‘“‘/ |
B Lo
-~ 4§ jordea £ 0.
-] (JJ i .:I ATIOM T'“}""t' N iy L
IEEHE:}. Et é‘dgﬁpml i 21 ' [ e A . £ .

Normal Distribution, also
18th Army F.A.Bde,
113th do do
104th do do
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r APPENDIX. L V/ ||

e

o

T e | WO VEMENT ORDER,

[ eas - Headgquarters,

| A 1. F. No. 1, 4the AF,A.Brigeaide.

TR, 20€h. Nov, 1917,
le JReference gnd., imst. Dive Arty. Order No, 73, with subseguent

Administration Instructions issued tc Btteries,

The 2nd, Aust, Dive Artillery will be relieved ly the 18th. and
113th, 4rny Brigedes R,F,A, On the 21st, Neverber.

4th, A,F.A.Brigade will pove to STEENWERCKE on glst. instafit,

2 All Trench Shelters &nd Area Stores will be handed ove
re lieyi,ng batteries, Batteries will odtain receipts in tr'ip{oiuata
fer all Area Stores heanded over, All Carzriers Canvas Ammunition

18-pdire &8nd 4,5" How. in excess of 60 per l18-pdr Battery and 72 pe
4¢5" How. Battery will be handed over to relieving Rtgziet. S o

3 Gum Boots will not be handed | '
O, g _ over but will be ret&ined by

4o Batteries will nmove with eppty Hohelons. A1l & it
present in Feheloms will returned to CORIOD Va &ma %H%hég or

m3y be handed ever to relievin | _
Batter®s concerned, g Dtterles y mtual arréngement between

De Supply arramgepentes will be notified later.

6e 4th, A.F,4,Brigade will be billeted in the vieinity of TRENWE
ool S WELKCK
Eech Bp.ttal;y will ipmediately detail one N,0.0 and o:g C,R, to be 5
in reaﬁaﬂ to proceed in advance of their wnit as guides, 4

Ve DeAeCo has been instructed toc detail 3
vAel o .3, Wagons pe
to report to Battery Wagonr Lines om aftermgon of mg. Jgainnm‘ft:&??

conveyénce of Mggage and extra winter eguipwent
return to D,4.Cs on completien of move, quipment. These wagons will

Be One Forage and one Baggege Wwhon will report from 20th, COFe A,8,0
% The Mllowing wilk be the order of mhroh:e

104th, Battery

10 th ] “
11th, .
12th,

4th, A.F.A &H,.Q.

e The ocolurm will be iz charge of Capt, JUATELIUS, 104th. Battery

Personnel of relieving Batteries and B.H
od,Q, will &rri '
fril"rly &t 10.8.m. on 2lst instant, B.H.Qe ofqﬂh. n!ﬁtk” .W.wﬁ’iizﬁﬁ
s Pl'ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂl in Lorry bringing H,Q, 0f 18%th Brigade te¢ their new
o Bttery personnel when relieved will proceed in Sarf lorries

Brmgif persgrmel of 18th Brigade to their rew lines, Exect

dest ion of these lorries . ,
rBde for guides to peet tham.'ﬂl be motified later and arrengements

l. Startin i
(shaatrga g.%ffnt will %Te mlﬁsrﬁﬁmm Cross moads (H-m.ﬂuﬂ-l.}

e Time to leave starting Point 10.8.me
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NOTE 200 yarde will meintained between Batteries.
Mgehge wagons will pRrch iIn rear of Brigede, umder &n Cfficer,

]ﬂ&-m-

W0 VEMENT

MARCH

APPENDIX Y /1]
ORDER No. 1. =
TABIE,
Route Renfrks,

KRUISTRAATHOEK X RDS
VIERSTRAAT -KEmwEL
NEUVE EGLISE

70

STEENWERCKE

for

Net to &rrive
before 4.pems

-.—_-_———-—-——_—l——_-q—_——'_--___—‘

-

okt

-
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appENDIX. 3/ V(1L

o i

-
il

HEADQUARTERS?

4thl -1.!. A.Briﬂ'aﬁ ’
20th, Nev. 1917,

REFERENCE wmAPS - sheets 28 and 36 1/40,000.

m — — ———

reference woverent Order Ne., 1.

y 55 The 4th, A F, A, Brigade will take cver Wagon Lines recently
cceupied ty 46th, Brigede R, F,A., Lecations of respectiwe Lines
te be teken over are a8 follows,- |

Sh.&.t SE-- 4th. Bﬁer H.q. LN bwrﬂl'iili
10th, Battery evs Geb.8.2.9,

1lth, " ees GelOoDbele30
l2th, . ess GoBebedade
104th, * eos Qe CodeBo

Qe Guides for Betteries and B igadle Headquarters on 21lst instant
will e &t Crocss Roads &t A,16.8,8.6, (Sheet 36 )- The s&me Cross
Roads &re shown e¢n HAZEBROUCK 5," mmp &t "INN 200 yards yest
of the large "E" in France., 4th, A,F.A, Brigade guides will be
there Pfrom le.peme onwards gnd Sth. A,F,A, Brigadle guldes from
4.30 Pom. ONWArdS, :

A VAL NN . Iieut,
A3j%,
4th, A F.A Brigade.
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SECRET = COIY Mo
ANENDMENT No 1 to

SECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISICHAL ARTILLERY

[ S e ORDER No 74
{ 4w F. A BRIGAUL, R - g, R,
i A |l.F Headquarters,
i e e 21st November,1017,
1 f -
o GANCEL PARA 5 and SUBSTITUTE:-
13 Cn the 23rd November at 10 a.ri,, the 49th Divigion will take

over ons Brigade (198th Inf.Bde: H.Q. RAILAY DUGOUTS, N.%8.Cel.T.)

from 68th Divigion and hold the frent J.5.bh.2.3 to TIRER (D.12.d.0.4.)

2. At the same time and date, the C.R.A.,A%th Division, (E.0.
(RAMPARTS,Ie14.b.1.6.) will assume command of the Artillery covering
the 49th Division, i,e.- 18th Armv Brigade R.F.A.,

113¢n ° " e

104th " . g

86th Div. Artillery.,.
and the Leadquarters, 2nd AUST. DIV. ARTY, wlll withdraw from action

and rejoin lst ANZAC.

Se Hdeadquarters, 2nd AUST. DIV. ARTY. will closes at LILLE GATE

at 10 a.m, sand reopen at BAILLEUL at 12 midday. .-

4. ACKNOWLEDGE ., { Ve
AL
| | O Me jor,N.A.
: _ Rrigade~kaior,
Issued at 9 pP.m. ~néd AUST. DIV, ARTY,
DIGTRIBUTICH: - :
"p" Group, Copiss 1 - 9,
18th Army Bde.R.F.A. 10
4th Aust.F.A.Bde. 13
5th A.F.A.3d4@ 12
2nd Aust.D.A.C. L&
i Pnd Aust.D.T.id.0. 14
i 2nd Aust. Div. 15
49th Div. 18- 19
1st ANZAC R.A. 20
“nd ANZAC h.A. ~1
N.Z. Div. Arty. 2
66th Div. Arty e
end Aust.Div.Art.Sigs. 24
5=C. 28
War Diary rE= 28
File 29
Spares 30« 75
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fL%L Y qf’fi;?rﬁﬂ e
v APPENDIX 2{’/ _
Ara Fo A GHIGAUE l
Aok

g_ﬁNtaQ:; S LOCATION STATELENT No 3

4ECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY

_-—ﬂ*mﬂﬂﬂ‘-hn—.u_ﬁﬁﬂ-ﬂﬂh

?iimﬁﬂﬁﬁ%%mnrﬂf Units at 8 p.m.y, 21lst November, 1°17.

: = i E— i e s emm s e i i il W — — e
s —

CODTs _ e
UNTT NAME , LOCATION WAGON LINES

s
- m-ﬂ-.—l_ﬁ.—..—.———,“.—y—_-—-ﬂ——
-_&_”_--.—'—-_—-_.‘_——l—.—.-—#__—-h-_-l—l-lh“l---rﬁlll
- — s e
.".__.-.'.-,—-—1----.4- [

wmd AUST.DIV.ART. MOTH LILIE GATE (T.14.8.80.15.)

Ath Bde.R.F.AE.Q. 200 Hel9.8.70,05
\ /18 Battery SHAKE 28 /3 .8.0.47 .48, o R SR G R TN
y0th Battery, FOAL 28 /% .8.8.18.40, B, 2de8e4,.1,
J4th Batrtery,  PIG 28/J.8.0.75.93. H.“S.h.%,ﬂ.
3/18 Fovi.Biy . PUSH 28/J.8.0.46,74 H.24.8.4.1.
(15%h Bde.R.F.A 1,07 a8

Handovarters AFFPLUENT (HALFWAY HOUSE G298 8D .2
/115ER Bathery, A/AFFLUENT 28/J.2.2,83.54. Hel8 . Buf. L

J115th Bettery 1/AFFLUENT £8/J.8.b.5.8. HelB,d.2.%
/11%th Battery  C/AFFLUENT £8/J.8.b.60.9%, g, I8 AR 7,
/115th Battery  D/AFFLUENT 29/J.8.b.45,.88. g s T e LR

< " } oot il .
_Jth (&) l..:... .,lr, o 1::} e
B8 2 18,0 .5 .3,

“D" GROUP i w2
' (4th Army Bde COIN 14 . 6. L Q0. ¢© HeP9.d.5 .3,

. j'.tl . -;"u. . I"I " '.1 e

7104 Battory, BOOK 28 /J.3.0.56,75, E'P;

3 /104 Battery, DESIRE 98/J.%.0.10.50,
)/104 Battery.  CLAN A8 .050.50,

He?
/104 Battery CHAMPION BB (343 56.10:50 E.;
H.,?

3.0
2.0

b ArUST SrEe 3de . :
Jesdquarters  MART 36 (430,004, 1,
b 5 ':‘1-‘1 A e TRV e [ P JELAL L . 2L

- T aa Tt aey . ERGINE zA _/C A g S,

L= TS R e .'11- ¥ it o el L i £ b =

1 1oh Batisrys HAZEL . SR /010,092 5,

hi wis LRI i B S o HE o . : :

12th Battery HOUSE BB Gt e BB,

S Ed ! | HEds o T ! .:q ke ."-.. 'H -‘}

1048y Fow By . WX PERT T G 5 Y o B G (8

5th AUST.F.A .Bde | | s
i Huesdgquarters.  MASK ﬁafg,igaﬁﬁSJA
| 1BER B2 tery, - 0y EGG 58 /8473 ,8.53 .0,
| 14th Bagiery, FAIRROW 28 /G.10.8.0.4.,
=

15ty Baster:, ERVY BE/A, 28 8,7,
S e 1 e 5 AR e e T
175t H HoW.BuY FILAD B6/6. 30,895

{ 2nd AUSE.T A.C. I

' T {1 Ly x |
% i) . Ty g/ B = R
Heaspanroely DESEH! 22 A N 0 ] - S B o l
= - T LT Iy o : /1-: 3
r-:f_.ll.,.t ..f.":..hE!t nﬂ e e Tl | L IJ 5 f‘JB 4_1.11._: .E: a O‘ b i
- = _._._-._---'\h—p__-.___-.—._.-_.-_ﬁ'.—\—'—---_.—--u—-ﬂ-——l—-—l—lhﬂ‘l-‘ﬂ-t-I-——-i. P T . .
e —— e . el T - S R

LOOEOUY STATZION . 28/J.1.d4.50,10.
< DePeld 78/D.03.002¢14
- 0,242 28/D.29.0.680,73., |

Snd- AMggbt. DAy
| 2ist. Rovemoer, 1917,

1
|
1
i

= o o s A— B
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r.a GADE HOUTINS CRDIRS,

W
Hﬁ. 1151 Ml‘l‘ F HA&H:’:T IAE'L! 3 c.
Hhadqm rters,

4th, A F_ A Brigad *t‘

“4th Nov. 1917,

AP.CINTeaET. Lieut, J,S5, Sw?i is apieinted jdjutant 4th. 2,¥,4,

- br de vice (Capt, L, A, K 71ER evacuated 15,1¢.17.
mthority 4,I.F, 1list 259 of 16.11.17.)
SaubBus, The under-ntiened ¢ ffAicerm evacuated wounde’ have deen
2. placad en the Regiwental Seconded List.- ‘
capt. H,.3, WHA X l0. 17,

Lisnt.H.7., CRISCC LL 3¢0.l0.17.
(puathority A I.F7 . 1ist 268 of 13,11.17.)

e ——— g

RELIN -UISHvERT. cart, {‘E/mﬂjﬂr} H,d . F, S04 relinquinsied the tewmeréry
3 rénk ¢e{ wAJL.R on hm evacuated wounded 9.11.17,
(sutherity A, I.¥ t 268 of 16.11.17.)

FRECAUTICYS. gecial attetion is can iJed te "Precautiona jpgainst Fip"
AGAIRST FIRKE (Jutrﬂ»ut frow 6.5, 0. 28717 ) which resds.-
4,

i "l, Fires, stovea, braziers, neked lights and a-mkins

are ferbtidden in any rcomer btarn which eentgins hay
straw er other infle~wable water isl,

2. there steves and lraziers ave anllewed in “Billets
¢er huts, they -ust ¥ plsced en sheet iren oy an sarth
or btrick fleor and dtﬁ.niu precantions r»ust te ‘aken
te prevent ashes or bits nf ‘Inrning ced L fmm failing
ﬂnt ef t he atoeve ovr bragier,

Je BEeo cpen lighted trazier or naked Light is te te
le ft unatoended in any hut er tiiiet,

4. govkhruseay Fieid Jorkersw sferged® and Incinersters
will not e pleced sgninst the walis of any tuiidings
¢cr in the vicinity of ricks or stacks of inflawwple
materiel. Thoir piecise pesition will lte fized ly

an ¢ffiocer, :

5, Temt lanterns shen aval lsbls, will alswsys be used ;
in bvillets, huts c¢% tents, when { hese are net avallable :
and candles are used, they wust ¢ {ixed in an e-pty ~
tin to sroteot thes en tire. sides and top &nd Totlowm,
and pleced as far a8 peasi tle frow sny canvas or tarvaed
material in the tillet.

SRR S S s [ 1 =1

6. retrel muist net @ used in eny hﬂiating or cockin
stove, Petrol. paraffin, oil and candles, must net le
stered n ay any steve, tragzier, firepluce or lamp.

|
1
i
I

Bucketa or tins containing water, aand or dry earth
willwle kept realdy te hand in evory billet er hut er
tent for use In csee ot fire,

3, The grestes® gure »ust te used in threwing away
maltches or elzarette ends, knecking eut pipes er handling
1ighted candks. It 1 the futy et everr - To Fo&kiN
realize the Adsnger te 1life and preperty csmased Ly
enrclessness In such smiters,.®

Thie (rder -ust e rcnfl &t three :auuuaaﬂiw pars jes,

- - - - & - s n i - -
Do i sl B gl T s S i~ . - — . — ; - S
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}“ L
J ’
. > % ., T8 Fleld ¥
HC 3C B Under iutherdy grente d bty his wejesty e ki , r
:K.ic : erat@ll gew-in-Chief ms awerded the mellowing 00 r6l in » 2
Azﬂlm - _ - .;
Sa LISTIHGUISHAL COR.UST WA L,
E 6434 3§t. ¥, 5L, TALL ACK 16t . Bt ey the AF 0.BD.,
g w TICHES e fo L owing po~otiens in 104th . How, Dattery &re
« 16137 1, F.8, SCANIBH e ® Jergt. fmw-1l.l .17,
? 11:: H:E B'Bc.gpi%gt. Her Atker 0.7, Kille 8 in jotiomn. 1:33 27

| it r # r
e . 593C R *a Iﬁ.;{}--ﬂrirﬂu te v Sergt. {frem c.1l.
vie Be. ﬁ‘;g 3. H. ¥, SRALS woun®d 10.8.10 . .
Ne . 7547 S l-ﬂ. HLBJ-IHE o bs map Siggg-erm wt D i«
i . ETL e« H, HIZES woun eaJai e
‘ gz.nng m.ﬂi GA TNTER © Yo Tewp /Opl. from 19.9.17,
! vice Ho 4G Ople 7.8, DAVIS wund@d 19.9.37,
Ko 8¢2 Bar. hK.3, BA1EY w tve Sple tom 1.1l.7. vice
% Se. 9358 Jpie < ofe 3L Badlsn,3108 ot wound s, E
[ No. 10261 A/B&, #,J, 48 &li3 t© @ BAr. viee o RR¥z -
I . 6 ¢ Bir. 8.V Hakiz15 ew opated 259.8. 17, ; 3
No. 0749 4 Bar. C.d. DYEEA Te o B¥. viee Ne. 89382
ﬁ‘. ﬂ. i':;.EP E’-ﬂ“ﬂ *ﬂﬂﬂﬂ - 3
Y n” 894¢ 4'Bdr. T.F, LYCH © ®© B, f!mﬁ.‘hg. viee
Be. M® B&x. 34, BEMITY ewouwsled 6.7.1% /
No. 2694 2/BAr. H, WXH ® ® Tomp /EAr. T®w EB:IC.'}?
vics Ne. 8901 BAr, H.1. BICELLE, SVACUATIL FHFSE- 2920 .17
e 16U gmr . w0, XFTCL ® wﬂ {jﬁ&ima 1.1.%7
viee 21037 Bir. ¥, HASH ewOuaed deoll o i
No. S1CC Dwr, H, #adds ® W A/Bar. ® o0 mwplew
cotn Ll te from 2%eli.ll. |
Be. 8731 Dw. 4B Af;@i;frzﬂ o te ;/Bdr %o cowixe
estab e waty TOM Gl ol¥e * .
ge. 17231 Dwr, ;54 fhiﬁ'ts te ¥ 4i/Bdr. tc ocomplete
establish ety T8 SGe A & o

RVIQH | 111 te held &t U

JHU BCH JaiVica vo luntary Church XX Servie w

Tg:f: nt::ﬂ ml:ael wew 8t 12, Battery mgen Limes 0t D€ P ume
9' G'ﬂ;‘fbﬁn irstet,.

_ # ”r"‘*_'* -8

CRLERS sttentien 1is olkd o ® lowing 2nde AT mntlim Ciders,-
3 1338 L t 8. "
! - 13 9 Iniiaation cf an i-alo e Hhwe tréenafor.

(7

ro Lam Aoy Lt

| e l!!}t
/] 4th. +.¥, s Brigmde,

il
. = = = =R . at- il — . SE— S = - — . il
o L = e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1014547



to the trenches.

Not to be ,ﬁkan

SECOND ARMY

- SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENGE.

' 16th to 30th Novembenr, 1917.

1. Operations.

During the period under review no attack on a large scale was undertaken by either side,
action being limited to minor operations and raids.

By the British, six minor operations were carried out, chiefly north of Passchendaele. In
this area on the nights 16th/17th, 18th/19th and 21st/22nd and on the 26th November slight
advances with the object of improving our positions were made. South-West of Gheluvelt
we advanced our line 150 yards unopposed during the night 22nd/23rd November, but on
November 25th we were unsuccessful, in the same area, in an attempt to capture Berry
Cotts (28 J 27 a). During the night 80th Nov./1st Dec. two very successful raids were carried
out by the Australians near the Warneton Railway, many casualties being inflicted on the enemy
and prisoners taken.

The results of the above minor operations are as under :

Successful 7
Unsuceessful 1 Total = 8

By the Germans, frequent raids were undertaken, chiefly against the southern portion of
the Army front, between the Ypres—Comines Canal and the River Liys. For the most part the
enemy’s object—to obtain identifications—was frustrated. On eight occasions we obtained
identifications as the result of his attempts. On three occasions, however, he was successful in
capturing prisoners.

On November 30th, at 6.50 a.m., the 1st Battalion of the 237th R.I.R. (199th Div.) attacked
our positions North of Passchendaele from the direction of Venison trench. The attack was
easily repulsed. It isinteresting to note that this attack was determined on about November 22nd,
the 1st Battalion being withdrawn from the line to Roulers for a few days’ rest prior to carrying
it out. This information was obtained from a document found on the dead body of a man
belonging to this regiment, killed on the 28th/29th inst. The objective of the attack is not
certain, but statements made by prisoners indicate that the ememy intended to regain their
former outpost line.

The results of the above minor operations are as under ;—

Suceessful 3
Unsuccessful 1 Total = 16

A map (issued on a limited scale) is attached, showing the date, position and result of all

operations, both our own and the enemy’s, for the period 16th to 30th November, 1917.

2.—Prisoners.

The number of prisoners passing through Corps Cages and C.C.S. during the period from
November 15th to 80th is 115 O.R.

3. Distribution of the Enemy’s Forces,
During the past fortnight, the following divisions have been identified, viz.: —

Seotor. 1{%:“;':5 ﬂl“ | Divisions subsequently appearing. Last Identification.
MERCKEM 185 Div. 8 Bav. Res. Div. November Z:th
(Nov. 17th) 3 Document
HOUTHULST FOREST e | 35 Div. 58 Div. 35 Div. November 30th
(Nov. 17th-18th) | (Nov. 28th-20th) - Document
STADEN ... o 41 Div. 38 Div. 41 Div. November 30th
{(Nov, 16th-17th) | (Nov. 23rd-24th) ; Prisoner
8.E. of HOUTHULST FOREST 3 Nav. Div. 239 Div. 204 Div. November 30th
{irov. 1Tth-18th) | (Nov. 23rd-24th) Prisoner
WESTROOSEBEKE 4 Div. 100 Div. | 24 Res. Div, ]_ 38 Div. November 30th
(Nov. 23rd) (xov. 30th) | Reinforecing elements Prisoner
PASSCHENDAELE . 25 Div, 44 Res. Div, 25 Div, Novemnber 20th
(Nov. 19th-20th) | (Nov. 26th) : Prisoner
MOORSLEDE 11 Res, Div. 12 Res. Div. 11 Res. Div. (7 12 Res. Div. November 30th
(Nov, 16th) (Nov.22nd) (Nov, 28th) Document
N.E. of POLYGON WOOD ... . 3 Gd. Div. 36 Res. Liv. 16 Div, 36 Res. Div. November 30th
(Nov. 166h-17th) | (Nov. 23rd-2ith) (Nov. 28th-20th) Prisoner
BECELAERE Tth Div. 17 Res. Div. T Div. Novemiber 30th
(Nov. 16th) (Nov. 22nd-23rd) Man killed, Tth Div.
MENIN ROAD .| 49 Res. Div. 18 Res. Div. November H30th
(Nov. 218t-22nd) F Man killed
ZANDVOORDE o |1 Bav. Res. Div. November 30th
Docuwment
HOUTHEM 8 Div November 20th
- Prisoner
WABRNETON 32 Div. November 30th
Prisoners
DEULEMONT 5 Bav. Div. November 29th
Equipment

Note.—The date in brackets indicates when a division was relieved. During the period
under review, the enemy’s distributions present practically no new features. On the battle
front, the short relief system has generally continued in force, except in the Merckem and
Houthulst Forest West sectors, where the 8th Bav. Res. Div. and 58th Div. have been 1n line
for 12 days. The enemy has, however, evidently departed from the exact six day reliefs in most
sectors and is making both inter-battalion and divisional reliefs more irregular and at rather
longer intervals, apparently 9 days. It is probable that our being able to accurately reckon the
days of reliefs caused him very considerable losses.

The 58th, 85th and 86th Res. Divs. also furnish the first instances of a division doing
four tours in line.
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A Movements of Divisions.

Four fresh divisions have been brought into line, viz. :—88th Div., 204th Div., 12th Res. Div.,,
16th Div. Elements of the 24th Res. Div. also appeared in the Westroosebeke Sector.

Three divisions have been withdrawn to rest, viz., 8rd Naval Div., 4th Div. and 89th Div.

Five divisions have left Flanders, viz.:—8rd Gd. Div., 119th Div., 49th Res. Diy., 185th
Div. and 220th Div. for the Cambrai battle area. These are all fairly fresh divisions.

Two divisions have been transferred to other parts of western front, viz.:—5th Bay. Res. Div.
to the Oppy sector and the 27th Div. to Alsace.

Two divisions have been transferred to Russia, viz,:—40th Div. and 10th Krsatz Div.

5. Possible Alterations in Divisional Sectors.

There is no change in the number of divisional boundaries opposite the Army front. It is
anticipated, however, that a re-organization of the line will take place with a view to eliminating
certain divisional sectors and reducing the number of divisions'in the front line.

The most likely parts of the line for this re-adjustment are the Houthulst Forest and
between Moorslede and the Menin road.

6. Reserves.

To each divisional sector on the battle front there is still, so far as i1s known, one division
in close support, carrying out the usual system of short spells in line. These are :—

Houthulst Forest, W. 58th Div.
5 % E. 2 Div.
S.E. of Houthulst Forest ... 24th Res. Div.?
Westroosebeke 199th Div.
Passchendaele 44th Res. Div.
Moorslede 11th Res. Div. or 26th Res. Div.?
N.E. of Polygon Wood 16th Div.
Becelaere 17th Res. Div.

Menin Road ... 2 Div.
In addition, the following divisions are known or suspected to be in reserve in Flanders, viz.:—

() Having had at least one month’s rest. Considered to be fresh :(—
10th Bav. Div.—Withdrawn from Becelaere sector Oct. 25th.

11th Bav. Div. 'n ,»  Moorslede , Oect. 27th.

15th Div. = ,,» Becelaere » Nov. 156th.

16th Bav. Div. o ,, Lombartzyde ,, Nov. 22nd. [
(b) Exhausted, i.e., withdrawn less than one month :—

8rd Naval Div.—Withdrawn from S.E. of Houthulst Forest sector Nov. 18th. ’

89th Div. o ., N.E. of Polygon Wood ,, INov.16-1T7th.

114th Div. 5 ., Passchendaele , Nov. 7-8th,

4th Dav. L »  Westroosebeke s Nov, 23rd.

The number of hostile divisions in reserve in Flanders has undergone a marked decrease
during the fortnight. HEstimated at 28 on Nov. 16th, there are now not more than 17, of which
only two (24th Res. Div. and 16th Bav. Div.) are entirely fresh.

The large concentration of the enemy’s forces in the Cambrai area, for which he has drawn
partly on his reserves in Flanders, makes it probable that divisions will be left much longer in
the line, opposite this Army front, than has recently been the case.

His local dispositions will, in consequence, probably show some change. Battalions
spending longer in the line, will probably be drawn to rest into billets farther in rear, in
accordance with a more normal system of relief. This is borne out by prisoners, who state,
for instanece, that winter quarters are being prepared in Wervieq and Rumbeke,

7. Losses.

Appear to be considerable, in back areas, from our artillery fire. Reports of prisoners show
that troops on their way up to relieve battalions in the front line have frequently been caught
by our fire. Machine gun fire has apparently been particularly effective. 1t would appear that
the casualties thus inflicted have caused the enemy to adopt more irregular periods of relief,
The divisions which have suffered most heavily during the fortnight are the 3rd Naval Division,
in sector S.E. of Houthulst Forest, and the 4th Division and 199th Division in the Westroosebeke
sector. An attempted attack on the morning of 80th November, by one battalion of 199th
Division, was entirely broken up: it is likely that heavy casualties were inflicted. One
bombardment of Polderhoek Chatean area undoubtedly caused a number of casualties, as did a
raid carried out by the Australinns near the Warneton railway:.

3 L] _M ﬂ r&l&l

Generally speaking, the morale of prisoners taken has been good, distinetly higher than was
the case two months ago. Confidence in ultimate German success is expressed by all ranks.
Complaints of poor feeding appear to have nearly ceased. At the same time, the attitude of the
hostile infantry remains passive, and such raids as have been attempted have, in nearly all
cases, been easily dealt with.

9. Air Reconnaissance.

The weather has been most unfavourable for flying. On two days no flying at all was
possible, and of the remainder there were only five days on which visibility was fair. Although
low clouds, mist and rain have interfered considerably with artillery work and air photography, l
there has been a good deal of fighting in the air. -
A total of 121 indecisive combats have been fought, in addition to which, 4 E.A. have .
been seen to crash, 17 E.A. were driven down out of control, while 10 of our machines are missing.
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Trench reconnaissances have been earrvied out with regularity, especially on the
Passchendaele front, and co-operation with counter-batteries has been undertaken on all
occasions when weather conditions permitted of observation. Flash reconnaissances were made
as opportunity offered, and were frequently carried out whilst waiting for chances of artillery
observation ov pre-arranged shoots.

Our low-flying machines fired a large number of rounds into the enemy’s trenches, and at
small parties of infantry and transport seen on roads. About 400 bombs were dropped at
various points in the enemy’s lines, including large bombs on points of special interest, such as
the railway sidings and stations at Courtrai, Menin, Thourout, ete.

As regards photography, 728 plates were exposed, resulting in a good number of prints,
mostly of the enemy'’s front line system. There is still, however, a lack of photographs of the
counter-battery and back areas.

Enemy aerial activity has been normal. Low flying E.A. have been frequently reported by
our troops over the front line, and have, on several occasions, been successiully dealt with by
machine gun fire from the ground. Apart from this, there have been very few attempts at long
distance patrols, nor have the enemy’s artillery machines been more sucecessful than our own,
Such machines as have endeavoured to ecarry out registration have frequently had their work
interrupted by our special patrols.

There has been a certain amount of bomb dropping by night, including bombs on Haze-
brouck, Abeele, Proven and the forward areas.

10. Artillery Activity.

Activity has decreased during the fortnight, especially on the northern flank of the Army.
The Passchendaele Ridge, however, continues to be shelled regularly and at times very heavily.
Towards the latter part of the fortnight, the shelling of our battery areas, especially South and -
West of Fokker FFarm has been less severe. The decrease in the number of positions reported
achbive between the Reutel Beek and Tenbrielen has continued, only 85 positions being reported
active during the week ending November 28th as against 115 reported active during the week
ending October 81st. H.V. guns have been more active against our back areas in the North.

Owing to adverse weather conditions, very little information has been obtained from the
R.F.C. and F.S.C. regarding the movement of hostile batteries, but the reduced activity opposite
our left is thought to indicate a reduction in the strength of hostile artillery in that sector.
Very few locations have been obtained in the battery area extending roughly 2000 yards North
and 1000 yards South of the Ypres—Roulers Railway. The evidence is not yet, however,
sufficiently definite to assume a reduetion in the strength of the artillery in this sector.
Otherwise there is no change in the disposition of the artillery.

11. Enemy Work.

Very little new work has been located during this periocd. Bad wisibility has prevailed
practically the whole time; photography was only possible on five days and then under
unfavourable eenditions. '

IL.—DEFENCES.

(a) Forward Area.—The most important areas of activity have been (i.) North of Freling-
hien, particularly about the Laundry (C.5 ¢); (ii.) South of Deulemont ; (iii.) West of Gheluvelt,
air photographs show new trench elements in J. 21 ¢ and J. 27 a; (iv.) North and West of
Becelaere ; (v.) Zandvoorde Ridge. ~

With regard to the latter area prisoners recently captured state that duckboard tracks are
being laid down to the front line South of the Menin road and that mined dug-outs are being
constructed for the troops in support East of the Zandvoorde Ridge in P, 8 b and d. Continual
movement of working parties has been reported by ground observers in this sector and air
photographs dated 25th November show a marked increase of enemy tracks running West in

P.8a 2h, e, d.

(b) Back Area. South-West of Roulers.—Air photographs dated the 28th November show
two short lengths of shallow untraversed trench in W. 12, 18 and X. 7, 18. This is undoubtedly
the commencement of the projected line (Artillerie Schutz Stellung) shown on captured
German maps.

Roulers Line—Photographs dated 28th November show that both front and support lines
are still only traced and untraversed.

II.—RAILWAYS.
(¢) North of Qostnieukerke—New light railways have been located (i.) from Q.28 d running
in a south-westerly direction to W.8¢; (ii.) from W.18¢ in a south-westerly direction to W.23 a_

(b) South of Dadizeele—{i.) Light railway extended from K. 18 d to K. 23 b; a new branch
line leaves this in K.18 ¢ and runs into K. 24 a. (ii.) The branch line from the dump at
Artoishoek has been extended in K. 29 d and c.

12. The General Situation.

There has been a marked change in the statements of prisoners captured since the 20th
November with regard to the intentions of the enemy. Up to that date, several prisoners stated &
that it was the general talk in their division that an attack on Passchendaele was conteiplated.
Information from other sources obtained up to the 15th inst., also pointed to the probability of
this. Since the 20th inst., however, prisoners have denied all knowledge of any intended
offensive, on their pavt, either at Passchendaele, or elsewhere. A document found on the body
of a German killed North of Passchendaele on the night of the 28th/29th inst., and dated the
23rd Nov., stated that a battalion of the 287 R.LR. (199th Division) was to carry out “an
operation "’ at some date subsequent to the 25th inst. This ' operation’ took place on the
morning of the 80th inst., and shows that the enemy has not altogether given up an idea of
offensive action in that neighbourhood.
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It seems quite certain that any advance made by our troops will be resolutely opposed, and
that counter-attacks will be made, either immediately or within a short period of time, should
] our troops succeed in gaining ground to any appreciable exent. The enemy still continues to
. carry out his tactics of attempting to withdraw his outpost line when attacked, but, according
to prisoners, his Main Line of Resistance is to be held at all costs.

The enemy is fully alive to the likelihood of our attacks continuing in the Passchendaele
aren. An attack by us was expected on the 28th inst., all troops being warned to be on the
alert : this information was obtained from a captured German document, and points to the
probability that the information was given away by British prisoners of war.

On all other parts of the front no attack by our troops is expected.

From information received on the 80th inst., it appeared at one moment possible that the

: enemy might be contemplating a withdrawal between Merckem and the East of the Houthulst
| Forest. Prisoners, however, taken on that day denied all knowledge of this, and it appears
! more probable that the movement observed in that area indicates a readjustment of Divisions.
.'1" With regard to the strength of the German forces opposed to the Second Army, the number
:

of Divisions remains constant, namely, 14 Divisions in line, supported by 10 Divisions. On the
| other hand, the reserves in Flanders have decreased, owing to at least four Divisions being sent
: to the Cambrai area. Several Divisions in the forward zone are, however, remaining in line for
longer periods than formerly, and this practice is likely to become more general except, perhaps,
opposite the Passchendaele salient.

With regard to Artillery, a noticeable decrease of activity has taken place during the last
week of the month in the Houthulst Forest Groups, pointing to the reduction in the number of
heavy batteries in that area. Unfortunately, bad weather has prevented confirmation of this by
alr photographs.

High velocity guns, on the other hand, have increased, not only in this area, but also South
of the Menin Road.

Since the 20th inst. (the day of the attack by the Third Army at Cambrai), there has been
a slight diminution of fire along the whole front, except, perhaps, against the Passchendaele
area. This may be accounted for by the supply of ammunition being cut down with a view to .
greater expenditure in the Cambrai battle front, or to withdrawal of batteries. This cannot be
decided, however, until abmospheric conditions enable aeroplane reconnaissances to be carried out.

Hostile raids, of which there have been a large number, were usually carried out under the
protection of heavy artillery bombardments.

To sum up, the successes of the Third Army have affected this battle front by compelling
the enemy to weaken his reserves in Flanders. It is also probable that he has withdrawn some
of his guns. The latter statement, however, requires confirmation.

13. Annexes.

} rom (@) Situation map showing order of battle (full issue).

: ?‘ (b) Map showing lines of defence, including new work during the month (issued on
“ limited scale).

:'. (¢) Map showing raids carried out by our troops and those of the enemy (issued on

!_'- limited scale).

|

]

{

V. VIVIAN, Lieut.-Colonel,
General Staff, Second Army,

Field Survey Coy., R.E 7866 4-12-17
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