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On 26/3/1916 1 attanded meeting of C,0s,, l4th Prigade.
The route was explained, and G,0,C, stated th% route decidéa '
on, It was stated that to Mahsama the going was gcod ;7ar .
the desart, but from there on was bad near&?;tﬂﬁzuunal road, k
but good desert track by making north aam_:«.. *1*.
| Koutin= Grdefs - Agaembly 0700 a,.mn, I;ll arrmnge-
ments made for Unit to march from camp at 0630,

Instructions were received to hand ovar 1Q riding
Lorses to H,Q,, 1lAth mrigadae. A3 the Un%} had unly/ig

riding horses, I saw A/D.M,.S,, to whom I expluined- the
position, Vé saw G 8,0, 1, 5th Division, who said that I
was to dismount W, O, and Bergeants, and nf}iﬂu;ﬂ if possible.
1 hendad over 5 horsas to 1l4th nrigade, 'i§§;700 e

pricade Major (Baker) and A, D.M.B, came to my lines, and I

was instructed to hand over another 5 norses. ; pointed

out that T had no Epare transport horses at all, and that

14 horses were being taken from sick lines [or wagon leun,

Under instructions I handed over 1 Ambulance Wagon toan, .

end left wazon %»=hind,
I wrote to A.D.M.S8., stating that the shortage of

horses would diminish the efficien¢y of the ynit, and dis-
ulaiming rzdponsibility regarding deficient attendance on

cgsualtiss e _route through lack of horses, - A reply was.
% :

: . t
7 received juat orior to start on 27th March teo the alfset .

that my rafarence to shortages was not understood, )

27/3/1916, 0650 mapchad to Assembly ground through .

/ A dense fog, which had d=alayved tha start, Assenblyl ground
. 2 . . . 3 .' = | l\ gt
reached at 07157 column ssarted imnediatsly. A number
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of infantrymen fell owt in ths [irst mile, and'

first 2 hours a larée number of men had fallen ocutl. g
saw ﬁrigajé Major, and ddcided 1o form a depot for th:se
casas, and send them back to Tel éi Kebir, 9 men were
pagsed through the'Amﬁulanua to the first Depot, but it is
consider=d that 150 weare collected at this Depot.

It was then arranged witk the Brigede Major tc form a g2cond
depot at cuassall) which was reached at 1130, 120 men were
left at the Station with an Infantry Of ficer. Here Muajox

Bakar sustained injury to his leg-through horse falling,=-
which was attended by me.

1%45, March resumed, and men still dropned out, and
were sent hack to Quassasin, 10 the numbsr of probably 590,

Mahsama was Treached about 1530 by Infantry - &th Field
Ambulance about 1600, Here it was found that the cump
gite for the ftly Fiela Ambuiance had bean alter=d, with the
reault that the camel buggage was unloadsd at wrong place,
ani Fnd to ha re=lozded, which accesioned grsat delay in
making camp, I saw Prigade Major resurding sdvisability
of contirmirg next Aday's march, and was told that R,k,92, had
sagivnctions Lo melically exemine their Pattalions and
wend out all mon ulft to continua thea march, This was
pluged in Or:.‘.ara at Mahsama.

With ths axcention of Sth Field Ambulance lines, as
mentioned anova, tha camp arrangsments wexrs axcellant, and

tho men 2ot sat%tled dowm without delay.

28/3/1916, March resumed at 0700 in good order. On
inguiry from Rrigade Major I was told that 60 men nad been
weaded out by R¥,08., and left at M# During the
morning up to 1030 orobably 40 men dropped out, but from
this tim= oca till mid=day nalt &b 1145 thsy dropped out
by ezorea, 3¢ that the fmbulineee gould nof dezl with them,
Men wers taxes onwagen with thair pack, and had to he
turned out without packs to make room for fresh cuses,

The rosult waas that the wagonse becans loaded up with -kits,
A halt was callad, and 211 kits unloaded and piaced in cHaTge

X SR ; e
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He detailed camel tyransport for ths abandonsd kits,

and 5 camels wa2re handed over, At this point ﬂ‘lﬂng
line of sandhills were ahead, and I was informed that the
column would march struignt anead, and transport take the
road to the right, Not oeing satisfied, 1 sent a W, 0, to
get information, and ne reported that the 9/C, Iransport
stated road to right passable for vehicles, md that sand
did not 2xXtsnd far, azud road curved to the leit onto hard
g2ravsl, with this I had to be ontent in tue absence of
‘suffici=ant mounted man, bul dzsired strongly to recommend
the left front whefe thers seamed Lo bs a vresak in the
line of sand-hiils,

Th2 marsh sas rasumed at 1400, Faine wacin concerned
avout ths ambulance u#gnni I aocompanied cadse, cxpectiing
te oring ther round nshind the tTrovpe later aa, Difficul-
tics ware at ouce 2xvariznced, 29a agcount of chs iack of
spara Arsught horaes , Yut I picked a better track
on the adg2 of maranzs for a faw miles, and thean saw that
it a3 hopeless Lo get the transport back to the troops, but
concluded that the transport would get chrough, It
branepired that thers was no hard track at 211 until within
1 mile of HY%ascar. 1 therefore left th2 transport and
struck soross the aznd hills nortn, aadd picked up what
represanted the right flank of the uﬁlunn. I found that
the Brigade practically did not =2xist, but wae represented
by a host of stragglers and recumbent men., As it was
impossible to do anything without wagons or eouiuvment

I andeavoured to find Headouarters, without success, s0 made

for Moascar, Here I found Headguarters re9presented by a
few Clerks, sho stats4d that the ¢, 0. €, and Staff had pone
back aleng the track, My Medical Officers reovorted that

the condition of most of the troops was ve y ssrious on
account of lack of water, so I sade arrangements with
Fnginears to supply a watar cart to each Battalion, Cs=C,- _

(3)
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I then went to the New Zealand Fisld Ambulance, and ‘a =

for horses for water carts, but ‘they could not supplyXx,

8o ¢ interviewed Colonel Hamilton of W, Z,6 A,S.C,, Who prdmised
to send out water ,carts and transport wagons at once. 1 saw
tham mastex matter put ;ﬁr?dning, and again reported to Head-
quarters, where I found Mr, Ramsay the s30le representative.
We went through the camp and‘cammandarad some watsr carts

and sent them to be refilléd. A wate2 cart passed me,

and was immediately ruaheﬁ by the men, Iy, Hamilton and
'm@ﬂelf fought the men of T it, and despatched it through the
lines at a galluf, and it got off, The men in camp were

ont of hand altogether, and took notice of neither commands
nor entreatiesjnn behalf of théir Cnmman&ar.

As nothing further could be done at Moascar, I rode
back ﬁlnng the line of march for a»out 5 miles, and found
that the N,Zealanders had turnad out wlth wagon, water-
carts and men along the track. 1 rnde abng the south side,
gs8sisting and directing men to the main track. It was then
reported that no mors men w=re being found and that N.Z,
mounted men and watar carts wers $ell on ahead, so I turned
and rodes back on the other march flank, but found no men.
Many of the men found wers in a bad way, but revived
‘Breatly after a drink, I reached Moascar at 2100, and
raported to Brigade Major, I th=n inspected Sanitary

arrangements of the Caﬁp, which were of a very prinitive

nature, but sufficient.

WORK OF AMRUT.ANCE - A3 long as the road was passable,

~the Ambulance Wagons kept in r=ar of right flank.,  Bearsr
squads were distridbutad in rear of whole line, and W, 0s. (3)
in rear of B®arers, Patients were attended to and
directad or assist=ad tec the wagon line, where stretcher dases
were carred on wagpn, or the kit of those whB could walk,
until AB@bles to take ovacks again. Throughont ths whole

(4)
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L.
-

two daya' Lrack

men, Although the bearars covared Q mach graatay
then the Infantry, they finished in jzood gonaition, and
every man was accounted fov. The Transport SYodivision also
did splendid work under graal difficuities,
MARCE OUT STATE FROM THL PL KiBIR {(Men and Of'f rioers )~
On 27th insi, one hHaarer was sent Lalk to axchengs with a

r wagen Orderly on accouni of worn vosis, Acpareintly Uiis
man wae sernt back by & combatent Ofi’icer Lo the dst Dapsi,
This was an erIro¥,.
MARCHING IN STATE AT LOASCAR, 4 Officars, 143 ouiar ianks.
HEvery wan was accounted fox, Ihree men wers adnatisd 1o
N.Z, Yield Ambulance, and thence avavuated o v, 4 Fisld
Anbulance., iws nave reportad co=day.
gth FISLT AMNULANGE, The 0,C, uud.a Saosion 0/Cs, (Majors)
gere the only Medicul Ofiiceis will wie Adbusalioe, and wele
cept sasy continuously G ses thal no BELlcud Cadas WEeIES
averlocKed,

The shortage of riding anl draught norses was fatal
ag far an atficlisncy of the Unlil was CONeacnad, msuffic-
fent mounted men weres available [ox s¥dsTiy wWorg, nNel 4
gingle draught horss was availabie, wnd the tzamus had 10 be
dovoel tenksa.
in wy c¢piniom it ise aheolutsly necsssary (X

ambulanees to he kept at full gtyensth in OQffilesrs, men and
transport, at all times,
WXPLANATION OF THE MARCHE RRVAKDOWN, -
1 Troops wara not fit, as anparsntly thars were & nuaber
of * clasa men. Ancngst others wave = mAn just recovered
from entaric, and a numbar just dischargzd from Hospltal,
A larce nurber had nammer tos, ovarlapping toes, punalons,
large corns, blisterad lest from former marcrd & percsniags
of man were too yvoung, and not wall devalnﬂéﬂ.
o, Many hwoota ware worn out,
e Thare did not seam to he any wal=r discipline, as rmoet

r the watar hottles ware enpty 2arly iAxX on 2ach AdY.

. _ (5)
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P
. ;ﬁ-‘ 4, A large numbar of men s=2n agould have ws]
tne march in my oendnion, bHut would nol go on.
Se Tt would hava Tean Ttetier to nave marehed in sarly morning
and late afternoon azand Avening only.
- ROADS ANYD WRATHYR, =

2?/3/16. The w2athar was foggy for 2 hours aftsr tha gtart, then it
cleared and beegams hot, middﬁy and afternoon, The day was ;
gertainly tryving. Hoad wers ﬁndulatlng, hat offerad no
difficuities,

28/3/16, Vary hot dey; very tryine for any troops, TRoad to

El Tanfig was simuly uwerfact, ¥rom Rl Tanfiz routs was
LLPGJEH'YEEJ heavy sand nills, practieally impassadle for

whealad Lransoort,

CORCTITETNY -

The marceh would not have bHe+en & vary greal andartaking for
seascried Uroepe, if carrizd on malnly Auring early morning, and
l1ate aftzraoon and avening,

I have nevsr se=n m2n sweat to sugh an axtent as these

troops., Kany of the packs nioka2d uy were admoat wotlt tiirough,

: :
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0,C,, 9th Austn.Field Ambulance A, I1,.¥F,
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