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8the AUST. FIELD AMBULANCE. APPENB'& f

Commafi@dng Officer's report for the llonth of Januagz 1918,

During this month the Unit has been resting in the DESVRES
area nesr BOULOGHNE, and in consequence the moral of the men was |
excellent and the discipline left little to be destred. _

The general health was good, despite the prevailing cold and
daﬁp weather, the number of evacuations to hospital being eleven,
reinforcements received totalled six, so that the Unit was never at any
time much below Establishment strength.

Bathing Parades were held regularly, but clean or.ﬁaw under-
clothing was unobtainable at the baths. Only one issue of clean under-

clothing was made during the stay of six weeks in this Area.

The Motor & Horse Transport was kept busy . The stabling for
Horses wag indifferent, and two horses weepe evacuated sick. Otherwise
the remainder were kept in good condition. Two Motor Ambulances were
in Workshops throughout the period of resting, En_that only five were
available for duty.

The equipment was kept up to standard and the men's clothing
on the whole was good., Gifts from The Red Cross Society of cardigans,
jackets gloves ete,, greatly assisted to the comfort of the memn. New boots

were difficult to obtain for some time.

fl f - '_.- - {
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8th. AUSTRALIKN FIELD ANMBULANCE.

PROGRAIIE OF WORK FOR PERIOD ENDING 3lsy. JANUARY 1918,

—_— e e

APRENDIX, 7 ©

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

BATE & TIME. WORK LOCALITY.
rJany 1
: 2 HOLIDAYS. WIRWIGNES.
S 9=l1lla.m. Route lMarch to DESVRES.
2 Pem. Lecture on Care of Feet dos Capt. James
4 9-1la.m. Squad & Company Drill
ll-noon Inspection of Gas helmets
2P «Me Lecture on Field Sanitation Capt. Guest
5 9 a.m. Route March for Baths DESVRES.
6 10 a.me Church FParade WIRWIGHES
7 9 a.,m. = noon Route lMarch FORET DE BOULOGNE.
2 Polle Lecture on Care of Feet Capt. James
8 9 a.me = noon Loading & Unloading
Waggons
£ PeMe Demonstration on use of
Thomas's Splints
9 9 s.m. - noon Route lMarch CREMAREST
2 P.M. Lecture on Gas Major. Walsh,
10 9 s.m. - noon Route March QUESTRECQUES.
2 pel. Lecture on Field San%
itation Capt, Earnshaw
11 9 a.m. Route March for Baths DESVRES.
12 9 a.m. = noom Squad & Company Drill
£ p.me Demonstration on Splints.
13 10 a.m. Church Parade -
14 9 s.m. - noon Route March CREMAREST
B P.l, Demonstration on Bangaging
15 5th. Divisional Sports Daye.
16 9 a.m. Bathing Parade DESVRES
18 9 s.m. Whole Day Route larch FORET DE BOULOGNE
18 9 s.ms - noon Squad & Company Drill
2 Pele Gas Helmet Inspection & Drill
19 9 a.,m. - noon Route March BOURNONVILLE.
2 Dele Demonstration on Splints.
20 10 a.m. Church Parade
21 9 s.m. - noon Route March SAMER.
a2 Holiday for Sports
2% 9 sa.me. = noon Route liarch PORT MAHON.
£ Dellle Lecture on Field
Saritation Capt. James.
24 9 a.m, = nNOON Squad & Compeny Drill
2 PeMe Lecture on Winter Hygiene. Capt. James.
25 9 a.me. — moon Physical Drill
2 PeMe Gas Drill
56 9 m.m. - moon Route Ifarch CREMAREST
& p.m. Lecture on Haemmorrhage. Capt. Browm
27 10 sa.p Church Parade
28 9 a.,m. = noon Squad & Company Drill
2 Pele Preparing for llove
29 do.

(sgd) F. H. MAKIN.LT.COL.
C.0. 8th. AUST. FIELD AMBULANCE.
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8th. AUSTRALIAN FIELD AMBULANCE, APPENDIX. -
MOVEMENT ORDERS BY LP. COL. F.H. MAKIN. 27th. Jenhary 1918.

1. The Unit will move to the Forward Area by train from SAMER on the

50th. Jany., with exception of Horse Transport and Motor Transport Details

to take over the D.R.S. from 3rd. Aust., Field Ambulance. Reveille 2.30 a.m.

Breakfast 3.a.me The Personnel will 'fall in' in full marching order,

carrying one blanket, water-proof sheet amnd 24 hours rations at 3.30 a.m.
~. One blanket per man will be taken on lorry leaving WIRWIGNES at 5 a.m.

on 30th. inst,

£e The Horse Transport in charge of Capt. Howard, with exception of 1
OeRe, 1 Water Cart and 2 L.D's will 'Move off' on 28th. inst., No trans-
poet vehicle moving by road will have more than its proper load.

de Three O.R's., 1 Water Cart and one cycle, will proceed to entrain at
DESVRES at 8.43 a.m. on 30th. inst. and will report to 8th. Brigade

Entraining Officer withnentraining state 3 hours before departure. Each
aycle must have label showing Unit to which it belomgs and one rider must

accompany each cycle.

4o Motor Transport will mo¥e in Convoy on 30th. inst. Speed not to exceed
10 miles per houre. CeO., Q.i., 8nd 6 O.R'S. only will proceed in cars in
addition to M.T. personnel. Motor Cycles

5. Entraining Officer. Capt. Brown will be Entraining Officer for Unit.

6e No. & Dental Unit will move with Unit &nd will remain at D.R.3. for
d.u'tF a

7e Receipts for all articles handed over to Area Commandant will be ob-
tained in five copies.

Be The taking over at the D.R.S5. to be cogpleted by 10 &.m. on dlst. inst
Gopies of receipts given to 3rd. Field Ambulance. to be handed in same daye.

(Sgd) R.Whistin Walsh. Major
for C.0. 8th. AUSTRALIAN FIELD AMBULANCE,
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Sth AUSTRALIAN FIRLD MMBULANCE. —  APPENDIX. 4+

REPORT ON TRANSPORT WORK FOR MONTH ENDING JANUARY 3lst. 1918.

The work of the Transport Section during our stay in the
Desvres Are& has been carried on under difficulties. During the
earlier part of the -month heavy frost was experienced, and several
heavy falls of snow ocuurred. Climatic copditions made an unusual-
-1y heavy call on the resources of both meaﬁnd horses.

The billets were very scattered and the stable accommo+
-dation in many cases very poor

Immediately on our arrival in the Desvres Aresa, the work
of shoeing horses and fitting with frost cogs was commenced. It
is to be regretted that, owing to the difficulty of obtaining ad-
-equate supplies, this work was delayed; but all horses were shod
during the earlier pert of the month with frost-ecog shoes and
frost-cogs were fitted &s required.

Horse Transport was used for drawing supplies from Dump
at Long Fosse. Horse Ambulances were on several occa&sions used
to convey teams for various sports.

The average number of teams employed per diem was four,
(4) minimum being one (1), and meximum eleven (1ll), in any one
day.

All horses not in regular work were exercised daily.

Two horses were evacuated sick to tR€l.V.S. These have
not yet been replaced. Apart from these two cases the horses kept
in excellent condition, largely owing to the care and attention of
the individual drivers.

Owing to the unsatisfactory nature of the stable accomm-
-odation a large amount of work had to be done in improving stables
and in disposing of manure etcec. left by Unit previously occupying
the positions. All stables were disinfected once per week with
cresol or other cruds oil.

Wagons were greased once per wehak.

_ All harness was kept clean, leather work baing kept clean
and plisble and metal free from rust and oiled.

From 20th to 31lst inclusive Transport moved from Wirwignes
to Locre Area. This was completed in less than schedule time and
was free from any but pleasursble incidents and is declared by the
cognoscenti to be the most pkmmmmxmkiIm yet experienced in France.

enjoyable

e

;L-{:t ffr'«,-: e 7 S, ‘{{G&P‘b.
Transport Officer.

"
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