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\ WAR DIARY.  §.0's Report, ; *‘ -

* April 21st - lay 3lste. This Ambulance evacuated sicked wounded of
the Divisional front line which strided®the Somme in the Amiens
Sector, Corbie=-Villers Bretonneux front, During that period the
number of casgses were &s follows :-

Sick 742 |

Wounded 873 '

Gagsed 397 _ ‘ .
The following number of men of various units were seen on sick

, parades :- , 4
" 1882 ;
~ The enemy made repeated use of various gasses during this period |
o which accounts for 20% of cases evacuated, The use of this gas
makes the dressing of cases & very difficult problem as it not only,
when in concentretion, renders the A.D.3. untenable, but even in
2 milder form mskes the wearing of masks compulsory and the proper
dressing of cases becomes very difficult.

Owing to the type of warfare which obtained on this front,viz: more I
or less stationery with heavy shelling of the immediate back areas
= the need of capacilous and well constructed dug-outs made itself more
than ever felt. Both A.D.S's which were in village schools were
; ~ struck by shells and rendered useless,; consequently new sites had
' to be found. Instruments were lost and destroyed and the smooth
working of evacustion interfered with for the time belng, The |
practice of artillery formations placing thelr guns near A.D.3'S |
gshould be remedied. At both A.D.S's in this cecentre there were
&5 inch Howitzers and 8 inch snd 9.2 guns within 100 and 150 yerds
respeetively in spite of the Army Order which discountenances such
proximity in the absence of the necessity for these particular posi-
tionse. :

" T
»

P

Owing to the daily shelling, for upwards of two months, of the roads
leading from the cer loading posts to both A.D.8'8, the tearing up of
the metal and the shattering of houses by shell fire made the roads
very difficult for Motor ambulance transport. The Ford car sgalin
proved its irmense value as an evecuating medium over difficult rozds.
-H It was found that the Ford car in fair order was guicker & negotiated
iifficult parts with much greater esse than the Sunbesms snd when the
latter could not be used with safety the Ford ambulance cerried out
the worlr without & hitch esnd towerds the end of our sojourn in the
line we used this type of car excélusively between the car loading 1
posts and the A.D.S'S, lloreover if a car is destroyed th'e Tord 1is
less costly than the Sunbeam,
Regerding the damage to roads, many minor repairs were effected by
car orderlies and by spare strétcher bearers which greatly assisted
the running of the ambulsance Cars. In an aree such as this between
Hemelet and Muilloy end the Chalk Pits and Fuilloy & permanent road
repairing company should have been engaged. |

Ll
g Np— S

; casualties to our own personnel consisted of 7 wounded, 18 gassed, ‘

| 16 siek and 3 killed, Two of the latter were the driver snd orderly |
; of the Sunbesm Ambulance. 4 ‘barrage enveloped them snd both were l
killed instanteneouslye

Pield Ambulance) and the cases were recorded by the Ambulénce of the
MeD.Se This is sn excellent scheme for if the A.D.3"'s had been Te-
sording cases the records for these Rays? would have been destroyed
when the ALD.S's were shattered by hiditile shell fire,

| —

" | Records. Coses were evacusted from the A.D.S. to the l:DsS. (1l4th I

-
— B e

fie

% i r I
. j f‘{//{(% f’é Et Lt.Colonel, _ |

? | C.0. 8th Australian i'leld Ambul&nces

r.ﬂ._-. : _— . e J

——— —
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AFPEN LA, Z) '

APPEND Y -
8th AUSTRALIAN TIELD AMBULANGE. PENDIX- 3 —

for lMionth of 19184 -' p s o

ol. &nd Trensport depts.

\, Transp oxt , Horse.

Prom lst liay to 6th all transport was parked on & neck of land on

. the banks of the Somme, near the Daours IIill. As the exits were expected

3 to be untrustworthy in the event of a hasty getaway, 1t was decided to
move 8l1 horses &nd wegons except those necessary tec move H.Q. equipment,
to & spot outside Daours town on the main Amiens road. This move was

A effeated on the 7th liay without incident. The new site proved to be &s
near ideal as possible, good grazing l=and nearby, with the sms=ll river
Hulluwy flﬂwing steadily &longside the humpies of the men.

The Transport personnel of an ambulunce, in £aﬁ1:-,&ll Pransport
" men of the A.I.F. seem to embody the trme bushmsn spirit. Thrown on
_ their own resources they oreste a habitable ocamp from rr&ctiaally virgin
A country. Our boys proved themselves to be of the true type, for in
% seversl hours every men was well under shelter. 0f course this would
not be possible in uncertain westher, but with three summers' experience
of this weather we are quite prepared to gamble on fine days in June.

L Many shells fell sbout the camp &rea during the month but one only

t cansed trouble, that bursting in a erop some twenty yards from the camp

- boundary and slightly wounding & wagon orderly,in addition to piercing
the curtains of two m‘bultm& ‘wagons. These shells were the resulf of
Hun Baaruhing fire for batteries in the vicinity.

During the month ten remounts were received through the Division,
+ £0 raplaue those wsaa &t Aubigny, The quality of these Hesvies weas
excellent, @nd grest satisfuction existed among t¥e men on obtaining
such e:mallant substitutes for the good horses lost.

It can be emphatically ststed that the Australisn horse has proved
himself superior to all products of other climes, both in France and
BEypte The Australisn horses st present on strength are the admiration

of both English and ‘American transport men. Their work and cendition
is of the best.

One ambulence wagon M.Vl was drawn during month to replasce that
destroyed by shell fire at Aubigny A.D.S. in April.

The conduct and general health of Transport persomnel has been
L : axuall&n'h
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' . Report on liotor

1 ¥

Pransport of 8th Australisn Field =mbulance for lie

vl BEd Mty. Taken on strength Sergeant Van Senden from 5th Aust, 1.T.Coy.
Vi ‘relieving S/Sgt. King who reported to 5th iust. IL.T.Coye.
, l 4th ‘May. Driver saunders and Privaete Howarth fatally hit by shell on
.+ road between Fouilloy and Hamelet, thelr cer No,14384 being also hit
. but fortunately no serious material damage caused. Corporal Holland,
¥ with the aid of some infantry men was asble to gett the car back on the
7 road sgain and although Cpl. Holland was himself suffering from the
\ effects of gas, he drove the car down to Headquserters at Daours. A few
$\. days later he was evacuated to C.C.5. and wae fortunate enough to get:
scrose to England.
- Driver Stonex returned to 5th Aust. ll.T.Coye. and Drivers Woolcock, Perry
™ and Wrightson taken on strength., GCorporal Treacy wes attached for a few
deys but was returned to his column, services not required. |
'+ The condition of the roads generally is feir, though on the Left Sector
- @t times Corbie has been subjected to heavy shell fire malking the strain
.~ on the drivers heavy, but fortunately no accidents are rep orted.
 On the Right Seetor the villages of Aubigny and Fouilloy have been the
% chief targets for shell fire although the roads from Fouilloy to Hamelet
"  and Chelk Pit have been directly hit on several occasions although there
h was no time st which the cars could not travel over them,
. During the latter portion of the month the Ford cars have been used at
| Hamelet and Chalk Pit & have proved quite satisfactory s it saved running
[ & Sunbeam car when it is very seldom that there is more Than one stretcher
o
R
|
|

-gase to be cgsrried at any time |

One Bunbeam car and the ﬁrimyi Oyele have been thoroughly overhauled at

the Workshops and another car will go in for overhaul very shortly.

Private lurphy met with en accident whilst travelling fxom Chelk Pit towards
Fouilloy. "he head of his Douglas 8ycle breaking brnﬂqht him a rather
seriouns fsll and he was evacuated. The machine was brought in and repeaired,

and is now in good running order.

. L
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.
: )
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i [
=

™
]

L
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| During the month s considerable number of springs have broken or through
{ being faulty have become flat, therefore necessitating their being changed
and returned to Workshop to be re-set. | |
. The csuse for so many springs either breaking or becomming flat is solely
due to the fact thet the springs issued are faulty or are not sufficiently
| strengthened to stand the extra weight of the ambulance car over the
- - ordinsry touring cars
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{ | AUSTRALIAN FISLD AUBULAICE. APPEND‘X_ é, .
| > o

! Sumnary of work in forwerd areas in vieinity of Corbie and Villéf%a
Bretonneux from April 22nd to ilay 31lst 1918,

Attended
| e g— g — — — g— o
i P T P T T S A rg a
| g
: rg e g a2 : A =
) o g . ﬁ = rl_.é .{;
it cld T T S o O
?I"_] ,E.: ; Ay ,‘q 50 5.4 | =3
Aubig
} a,g;%fy 342 565 96 BB 250
'§
? ;gﬁﬂgu?ille %%5 B89 2895 10 Bx b 1091 z includes 1 Ts0a¥e
iawdiede
i | - nag 873 391 15 16 6 1882 900
!
i-
! Cesualties among personnels
1  Bvecusted. Remsined on duty. - Zotal.
7
= wounded 1
| ‘ ,.. 18
Gaased Lo o
. Bieck 16 _ 1ﬁ5
¥illed y
Ay T MG e
dd
t 2*9 et S ot A T S -r"'.:-Lzz-‘_n:E SR e b -t t;
1 R e ———————————————————
Lt.Tolonel,
0s0. 8th Australian Fleld hmbﬂlﬁﬂﬂé* 3
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APPENDIX. /{

i 8th AUSTRALTIAN FIELD ANBULANCE, 4
[ . Hedical Officer, e _ | | 7
* 1/a. eam I»maﬂﬁ:_.' Post, | |

LE In the event of & forced withdrawasl of our troops, you will
l withdraw personnel and ambulance csr and report 1to liedical 0fficer in
| Cherge A.D.3. Aublignye You will of course by guided by circumstances
| as to when to send smbulsance car back, i.e., vhen it is no longer
| gafe to keep ite.
~ All Mob.,Table eguipment of the Ambulence &t your post will be
fﬂﬁ:& back in the car. Stretchers, blankets end expendable stores like
%@gﬁ druge etc. will be “left at the Post for use of retiring
L BeMe0D.% WHO MAY WISH -TO ESTABLISE A R.A:P.
As ‘Q.A..‘E"s in front of your post are withdrawn, the sguzds attsched
thereto must report to your Osr Loading Post. You will use your own
o diseretion as to their further disposition =md ecarries. It may Dbe
33 paﬂssihla during the early stages of withdrawal to establish a car load-
L ing post between 0.l7.c.3.6+ and Fouilloy or between Foumilloy and
5 Aubigny. You will be guided by circumstances emd requirements,
: On your further withdrawsl and reporting to A.D:S. Aubigny, you
| will come under the orders of the ledicel 0Ffficer in charge Aubignye.
e . Proper evascuation of 2ll stretcher cases will, of course, be
'r ~your first and youwr final considerstion.

L
-

by - ' (Sgd.) V.Conrick, Lt.Colonel,
5 COPYs | C.0. B8th Austrslian Pield Ambulance,

#
e . i F |
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s El sad ambu.],anaa car and rapart tﬁx i
11.5. .&ubisw Ew will of course be guide

-
-

Q 3'-_..'2 - -.J_'::.-.." +'i-. ﬁﬂ' 'b?llsﬂ.l' m&r ﬁi' ‘, b & ﬂ_ M#
t sﬁi'ﬁ the early stages of withdraws
loa ding es& hmm ‘Famelet and E&Mllmy or betwe

ENYo I‘M will be guided by circumstar . requirementse.
r further withdrawael and reporting to. a..ms{, Aubigny, you
mﬂ.er the orders of the liedicel Officer in Charge at Aubigny.
" q;'_ 4,;; eveeuation of =11 stretcher cmses, of QWE s will be

gt .and your ﬂm consifderation.

y Yaru wi‘]:l ase
carries. 2

to establish a
Pouilloy &

. ‘-

;u
i-,,
J..rq.
- g

(Egﬂ ) TViestor &emiak, H’E*&mlﬁmi, X
C.0. 8th Australisn Field Amh'alaﬁ&m

o B
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/ | 8th AUSTRALIAN FIELD AMBULANCE,

a%ﬁernativ&.rﬂutes for evocuation cars in Aublgny Eagtqr; Hﬁilailﬁi

| At the suggestion of liajor Guest, alternative routes of evacus-
tion have been arranged should Foullloy or the Hamalat—?auillﬂy-
Aubigny road become impassable by shell fire, The C.0. and Iajor |
Guest inspected these routes on the 1llth instant and found them aatiﬂfac-
g o agh 8

The following are the alternative routes :-

From CeL.P. Hamelet, 0.6.,d.2.5, |
(1) By hand carry or wheeled stretcher to 0.6.2.3.8., where Ford Cer can
be stationed - thence by track to Q.5¢c.6.7+ (on Foullloy-Corbie

-~ road), thence by tow-path on S.side of Canal to A.D.3. Aubigny.
(2) By hand carry or wheeled stretcher to 0.8¢8.8.5. aﬂpru?imﬁtely where ]
Canal ig eressed by pontoon bridge, thenss by Ford Cax a&long tow-path
- en s gide of Canal to Bridge &8t 0.5.c.6.8, dere the Cenal is again |
ﬁ? croesed =nd tow-path of 3. side of Canal to AsD.Ss Aubignye. |
' () By hend carry or wheeled stretcher over Pontoon at D-G.ﬂ.B.E. to
road at 1,56.6.5.3, thense by ecar to A.D.S..Ls lleuville or A.DaS. =~ |
ﬁuhigny via hriﬁg& 8Tt 0:¢5¢0.,0.8s |

. -

All these alternsatlive C.L. Posts are suitable spots for cars to
be stationed.

Prom C.L.Pe Ch&lk Pits Dll?-ul‘;l e

(1) By hand earry. to 8hrine 8t 0.9.b.4.1l. thénece by car to A DB
Aubigny. |

(2) In event of shelling of cross roads 0.10.8.8.9+, by hand aarry to
ReAePe 8% 0.,12.0,8+.3¢ thence to C.L.P. Hamelet,

(3) In good weather Ford Car could mtke use of t®acks through 0.16.b.,
0.10c. & be & 0.9.8¢ (not shown on map) to Shrine at 0.9.b.4.1.
thenece by road to A.D.3. Aubigny.

Should it become necessary to use any of these routes, the order
of preference will be :-
C.L.P. Eamelet Rounte l.
N 2o
_ " 5_
CsLPs Challk Pit.
In fine weather Route o
In bad weather r 1
o 2

|
!
1
]i

(5ds]  ARDHUR HOWARD Osptain; for Lt.Gel.
.0 Bth Aust. FPield Ambulsneces.

CErY,

= B -
e . = — = _ L
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