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1% | APPENDIX 5 16
ﬂb « ACCOUNT OF 14th AUSTRALIAN FIELD AMBULANCE ANNIVERSARY -
DINNER HELD "IN THE FIELD" ON 18th MARCH, 1918,

Ll e e A e —

The 14th Aust. Field Ambulance being in the line on 25/26th February,
1918 was unable to hold its anniversary celebration on that date, so
Monday, l8.3.18. was chosen on which to hold it,

The unit was in charge of Scabies Station, DRANOUTRE, where room
to provide seating accommodation for about 250 Officers and Other Ranks
‘was provided, Only a few men were absent these being on leave.
Guests: - Colonel C.&. MANIFOLD,; CeBes CoeMeGey, IeM.S. D.D.M.S. AUSTRALIAN
CORPS.
Colonel M.H. DGWHEY: DeSeOe AsDeM.Se Bth Australian Division.
Lt. Col. K. SMITH, CeMeGes C.0O. 15th Aust. Field Ambulance,
Mg jor J.A. JAMES, D.A.D.M.S. 5th Australian Division,
Mg jor A.R. CLAYTON, a/G.G. 8th Australian Field Ambulance.
llg jor A.C.S. HOLLAND, 55th Australian Infantry Battalion.
Captain H.M. LAITY, M.C. 5th Australian Divisional Train.
Lieut. C.E.W. MOORE, 4th Aust. Inf. Battalion (late 14th
Australian Fisld Ambulance).

Other officers included, Lt. Col. THOMPSON, M.Ce.s C.0. 14th Aust,
Field Ambulance, Major J.C.P. STRACHAN, Mgjor C.H. WERSLEY, ilgjor
JeR.S. BEARD, M.C., Captains, FINLAYSON, PITTMAN, FRECKER, FAY,
WELLISCH, & Q.M. & Hon. Captain R.P. WHEFLER, M.C., Of the 14th Aust.
Field Ambulance, flee f24t L€ tocllco~ 27T, 32~ flertfat Lliid-

The dining hall was beautifully decorated with bunting representing
the Allied nations also Australian Wattle which put a finishing touch
to the scenery. Acetylens lamps and Chinese lanterns provided the
necessary lights, the chinese lanterns causing much amusement when they
caught firee.

Dinner was served by patients who were very pleassd to assist in
giving their A.A.M.C. comrades a good time. :

It is unnecessary to state what the dinner consisted of this being
pPlainly shown on the menu., Those who participated will never forget
for years to come the great success the dinner atteined.

TOASTS. The toast to THE KING was proposed by Lt. Col. C.W.
THOMPSON, M.C. after which Mﬂjﬂr JeReSe BEARD; M.Ce PPGPGEEG a8 toast
to the visitors, this was responded to by Colonsl C.C. MANIFOLD,

CeBes G¢M-G¢j TeMeSes DeDeM.Se AUSTRALTAN CORPS who thanked Mﬂjﬂr
BEARD for his kind remarks and stated how exceedingly pleased he was
at having been invited to the function. Col. MANIFOLD stated that
he has noticed the good work done by the 14th Australisn Field Amb.
since it became part of the 1st ANZAC CORPS (now AUSTRALIAN CORPS)
and touched on the various actions through which it had gone, viz.
FROMELLES, BULLECOURT & YPRES. |

Referring to the last two engagements the Colonel made special
mention of the work undertaken by the Stretcher Bearers of the 14th
Australian Field Ambulance and spoke bn very eulogistic terms of the
unit as a whole, he said with emphasis that the unit was the best in
this Division and was next to none in the A.I.F. (Applause and loud
cheering). |

The percentage of casualties borne by this unit during the battle
of YPRES the D.D.M.S. stated was higher than any other medical unit
of the A.I.F. but he said it showed how hpavély our men did their part
in trying to save others though at great sacrifice to themselves,

Colonel MANIFOLD wished the unit every success in the future and
sald that he was sure each one would continue to do his duty as in the
past.

Before concluding the Colonel referred to Major J.B. METCALFE, M.C.
14th Australian Field Ambulance who at the times of the YPRES battle
was8 D.sA.D.M.S. AUSTRALIAN CORPS and who was wounded with Colonel
THOMPSON while visiting the Aid Posts forward of the A.D.S. at MENIN
ROAD and said that he chose lMajor METCALFE as assistant not only for
his ahi%ity but because he belonged to the 14th Aust, Field Ambulance.
(Cheers).
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. Galunel MANIFOLD again exXpressed his delight at being untmf;tha
visitors and resumed his seat amid prolonged cheers and great applause.
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Colonel M.H. DOWNEY, D.S.0, A.D.M.S. Fth Australian Division next
proposed the toast of the l4th Aust. Field Ambulance,

The A.D.M.S. said that after Col. Manifold had made all those
remarks it left very little for him to say, still he expressed his
pleasure in being invited to the dinner. He was glad to see Lt. Col,
Thompson back with us again and hoped that the unit would continue its
good work a8 in the past. (Loud applause),

Reference was made to the Unit Fire Brigade who appeared a very
efficient body and suggested that liajor Strachan should take charge of itx.
(It may be mentioned that the Fire Brigade consisted of men who were

. . extinguishing the chinese lanterns which took fire),

% In replying to the toast of 14th Aust. Field Ambulance Col. Thompson

— referred briefly to the work of the Ambulance since its formation on '
25/26th February, 1916 when the "Cr Section from 1lst and 2nd Aust. Field
Ambulances were transferred from lst Australian Divieion to TEL-el-KEBIR
and there formed part of the 5th Australian Division which was about to
be formed, The C.0. recalled the experiences of the Ambulance during
ite 3 days march from TEL-el_KEBIR to FERRY POST (SUEZ CANAL) also the
good work carried out by the personnel since its arrival in France,
July 1916. He also stated that he was pleased to see so many men in
the Ambulance who had taken part in the GALLIPOLI Campaign. The unit
he said had always done its best with pride and whatever may have to be
done in the future the 14th Aust. Field Ambulance could be depended upon
to do its share nobly and well. (Cheers),

W.0. HUTTON who proposed the Toast to Absent Friends brought back to
us the deeds of those who had fallen in battle, those who became victims
of some disesse or sickness, other who had Joined other units, those on
leave and those who had returned to Australisa. Of the casualties
sustained by the unit at YPRES, 11 were killed, 4 Died of Wounds & 70
were wounded inecluding 6 Officers and altogether he estimated that about
1000 men had passed through the Unit at various times and stated that the
good qualities nogw held by men of the 14th Aust. Field Ambulance were
undoubtedly due to those who were lost to us, but who set such splendid
examples, We have lost some fine types of men who we could ill afford
to lose, yet he said there is still the right "stuff" in the unit and as
long as we follow the example set by those we have lost we will have
nothing to fear. (Cheers and Applause).

Capt. ReP. WHEELER, M.C. and Lt. C.E.W. MOORE were called upon to
give a spepech after which the 14th Aust. Field Ambulance concert party
rendered various selections which were greatly appreciated by all.

The evening then concluded with cheers for the D.D.M.Sss; A«DelleSe
C.0.5 Q.M. and Cooks after which all Jjoined in in singing the Ngtional
Anthem,
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