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WAR DIARY / Army Form C. 2118.
or

I[netructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence | .

Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part IL INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. 3P

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages ) i (] -? |

will be prepared in manuscript. (Evase heading not required.) .

P : Remarks and |
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to |
= = . Appendices

| e
Hﬂl‘f—E-UH—HEPRE . i-E -19

HAN-SUR=HEURE ., 242=1091

.

19. Lieut: S.H.Leigh visited A.I.F.Printing Seectlon reference to general printing matters,

3rd,6th.% ,12tHA.BiAF.AsPuSavcssssseeessd (One each)
Weather Snow and Cold, ﬁqpf#r
T
e Temp/Capt F.R.Burdem and Lieut,F.W.G.Anderson, 4th, Aust: M.T.Coy.called on D.M.T.S.

HAM=-SUR-HEURE, 3+2-1919,

L L

SoN - . F 2

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

also called at Aust: Corps Reinforcement Camp and found that the 100 Reinforcements mentloned
on the 31st Janmary had srrived, and had been sent to the 6th Aust: M.T.Coy: (Corps Troops)

Letter received from Staff Captain A J.F. asking that Temp/Capt F.R.Burden , 4th., Aust:

M.TCoy. asenominated by D.M.T.P. as A,A.S5.C. Equipment O0fficer be sent to report as early as
possible to Repatriation & Demolilization Department A.I.F. Londomn.,

A further draft of 15 O0.Ranks received for Demobilization to be despatehed on 6th. inst.
Allotments made to Units as follows:

Lstl -AWEtI: MGT-CGYi‘Iriil-l--llili-l-i'l-lt'lli'E) L

gﬂd. Aust: P'.IiT.GilﬂyijIlllrllllll-l-'-llrililtp-i;.?) .

51"‘-'.‘1. Aﬁﬂt: }J:TCGyi "R FEER R l'llrl-ilnll L

4thn Aust: MtT‘C-ﬂFl:lﬁnttlliliiitn-ll-i-titi?l ©

6th. Aust: MeT.Coy. (COorps Troops)ecssssel {

referenceé to thelir repostings - the former to be Equipment O0fficer, A.A.S5.C.,M.T., and the

latter to A.M.2.8.,U.K,., fina]l instructions re their date of erossing to U.K. would be glven
them later

D.M.T.E. 1Interviewed Brig.-General Blamey,C.M.G.,D.S.0.~- reference general Demobillization
matters and in regard to Reinforcements,

Weather Dull amd Cold.
Ma jor E.G.Fordyce, 0.C.,6th, Auat:M.T.Coys (Corps Troops), called on D.M.T.S. reference Lo

general matters and reported on the 100 A.A.S.C,(M.T,) referred to on the lst. inst,
Instructions lssued for the disposal of these as follows:-

6ths Aust: M.T.C 0Fe(Corps |
Asoge Wt wia% g/Mizg3. yso000. tfiz. DD &T. Lid  Forms/Cari8ig. > Jo ( . TPEODE} srese0e De talls,

o contd.
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W&R DIARY : :' Army Form C. 21156.

or
[astructions regarding War Diaries m]d Intelligence |
= éfl‘;lmar’mgare contained in F. 8 HE%B Part‘. 1L INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. d’,)a
and the Staff Manual napﬂctual} itle pages . _ ; r?
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.)
] ' - R Rewmarks and
| Place l Date Hour Summary of Events and Information ; references to
1 st e | Appendices
HAMBCTUR-HEURE, E\‘-b"lglﬁ- (Gﬂntd} Ord.s Aust: M ToeCOVessssscscones vaeedl.Detalils.
Sthe AUBL: M.TeCOToessssessnassssesswslotalls,
- the remaining 4 had been admitted to Hospital,
Weather Cold. )ﬂwﬁqf
: A=
HANM=SEURE-HEDRE, 4+2-19192, In view of the great difficulty experienced in obtaining Reinforcements, from Units in th

field, suitable for training and posting to A.A.S8.C.(M.T.) Units- to,replace Early Demobilizati¢n
Categories~ arrangements have been made 1in U.K. for 750 men from General Reinforcements to be
earmarked for the A.A.£.C.,M,T. = (See enktry 18th Janmuary.). Letter received to this effect
from A.A.G. ,A.I.F., authority being also received for D.M.T.S. or his representative to inspeet
all general Reinforcements arriving from U.K., and to select from them any men suitable for
AR:R.85,0, (N-T-) work. .

In accordance with above D.M.T.D. having been notified of the arrival at Aust: Corps
Depot of 70 R.G.A. Reinforcements, Capt.L.T.Maplestone and Lieut.S.H.Lelgh inspected this Draft
but found no men suitable for traaner-£===ﬁutnn£=r

Lieut. S.,H.Leigh visited A.I.F. Printing Section.

Weather Snow and Cold. /]
i
HAM-SUR-HEURE, 5-$~1919. In response to notification received from 0.C. 5th Aust: Divisional Wing that a new draft
of Reinforcements for Engineers had marched into that Depot - Lieut., S.H.Leigh inspected

the men and selected 29 suitable and experienced in M,T., work - these were alloted tot the lst,
Aust: M.T.Coy.
el
The,Corps Commander expressed a wish to vislt the A,I.F. Printing Section and accompanied
DeMiT.S. tn inspect same, he was very satisfled with the work being dbéne

The Corps Commander returned with D.M.T.5. to this O0ffice and discussed general metiers,

Weather Dull and Colds

. J
Arogz Wi wiai g/Mi2g3. 7s0,000. 1/17. D.D &), Lid. Forms/C2118/14. M_

o
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Instructions regarding War Diavies and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 1L

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

HMace

Date

il i -ﬁ'
WAR DIARY

or

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Brase heading mot required.)

Summary of Events and Information

b

T T T ——

HAM=SUR-HEUR

1.

B e

1

64h41919.

Routine as usual,

!

|
|

HAN=-SUR-HEURE.

HAM=-SUR-HEURE

S

HAN=-SUR=HEURE.

HAM=SUR -HEUHE .

74241919,

Be=d-1919,

Omidwl1019,

10+42=191P

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Nothing to report.

lieather Cold and Snow,
}Tﬁbqf
_..--""""
DeM.T.5, held a conference of Officers Commanding Units, to discuss general AsAsS.C.,M.T,
matters, including Demobilization and Reinforcements, |

Lieut.S.H.Leligh visited A.I.F. Printing Section re general matters I

iz

Weather: Dull and Cold

Routine as usual,

Nothing to report.

Cold, hq&ff

e

Wleather:

Routine as usual,
Nothing to report.
Wleather Cold.

s

Consequent upon considerable w=@frcst in the A.AS.C. (M.T.), caused through Temporary
Promotions in all branches only being allowed after the 1l-11-18, and consequently necessitating
the reversion on"marching out"for Demobilization, D.M.T.S. wrote to the Assistant Military
secretary, A.lI.F. Headguarters, explaining the posltlion and asking that A.,I1.F. Order 1477 be
amended, also attaching reports from the Q0fficers Commanding Units. For Copy of this letiter
see APPENDIX No. /

Army Form C. 2118. ‘

62a?

T T T Tenks and

references to

| Appendices

APPENDIX /

Asogr Wt w2 g/Miz03. 730,000 2/17. D.D & 1. Lid, Forms/Ca11B{14.

(Contd.)
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WAR DIARY PR AT Army Form C. 2118. ]
| ) ar
instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence o |

Rumsiiiod ase oditaitad 50 1. F. Rege: Byot I, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. I .

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages X=¢ o ey
will be prepared in manuscript. (Krase heading not reqmrﬁcﬂ |
[temarks and |
Place l Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to !

Hﬁq-aum_ﬂﬂnﬂi. 1042-1918,  (Contd.)

- Appendices ‘
I
Weather: Dull and Cold -
/,
il
NAN=SUR=-HEURE., 1142-1910, Notification received that Lieut. E.R.Reynolds,; A.A.5.C., Education O0fficer, had been granted
Early Repatriation -~ and asking for the Nominatlon of a sultable man to take his place, accordingly
A.I,F., Form llo 1+ for Temp/Sergeant H.STOTT, 2nd Aust: M.T.Coy.,submitted to £ill this vacancy.
Letter received from A.A.G.,A.T.F. stating that advice had been received from Q.M.G, 0.1,

HAM=SUR=HEURE. 13=2«19

A ey i,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

B.,E.F, ,that Capt. A.J.CANPBELL attached to 5th, Heavy Heavy Repalr Shop, A.5.C.,M.T., had been
ordered to reportbto the Aust:A.S.C. M.T. for Duty

Weather Fine and Guid . ,rﬁéﬁf

|

19, Official Photographer photographed the Officers and Staff of D.M.T.i.,AsTeFe ,5.M.T.0. and

cee entry on 26th and 29th, Janmuary 1919,. Reply recelived to letters mentioned, from the
Assistant Military Secretary stating that the G.0.C.,A.I.F, had eonsidered same, and that where
promotion was necessary he would grant same, but in view of the process of Demobllization and
the eonsequent reduction of Units, and Services, he was not in a position to properly estimate
whether full Establishments were now necessary, and asked that the Recommendations be re-
submitted through the G.0.C., AUSTRALIAN CORPE, Consequent on this letter D.M.,T.t. was
granted an interview with the CORPS COMMANDER and to him explained the whole position -
submitting copies of the whole file to A.M.B5. CORPS COMMANDER supported D.M.T.S's stetements
and promised to wire A.I.F. Headquarters of his approval at once,

D. M, T. &, also showed him his letter to A.M.S. reference to the confirmation &ff Temporary
appointments ( See entry 1lCth February) - Corps Commander expressed his approval and was
quite in accord with D,M.T.S.'s statements - he Informed D.M.T.E. that he had already written
regarding this matter, but would again suppart It, and asked that copies of this letter be sent
him.

Asogz Wt wizd g/Mi2g3. 730000, thy, D.D &1. Ltd. Forms/C2118f14.

sustralian Corps M.T.Column,- also A.I.F. Printing Sectiion, |

¥
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WAR DIARY _. : Army FormC. 2118,
- m" 1
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence | | |
Summaties are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part I1. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. D)
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages _ _ P
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.)
: | Rewarks and
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
Appendices

HAN-SUR-HEURE|, 13-£-19.

HAN-SUR=HEURE|, 14-%-19.

HAN-ETR-HEUREL 15-4-19,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

—

Consequent on advice received from Officer's In charge Aust: S.B.A.C's that Instructions had
been recieved from FIFTH Army through S.M.T.0., XV Corps that 9 Lorries from each Column were
tto he laid wp pending DemobllizatlIon - D,M.T.S. wired Demobaust asking if this wes to apply
to Australian Vehicles.

Weather: Dall and Cold,
}W
"-.._--""-

Wire recieved from Demcbaust re prevlious entry, approving of Demobllization of the Vehicles,
and asking that ceomplete Recoprds be kept and copies of same be sent to them, DeMaT o0 |
replied that these Instructlions hafxkEEmX would beearried out, at the same time explaining that
complete Records of all A.I.,F. Vehlcles are kept In this office,

D. M. T, B¢ visited G.0.C., 1st Australian Division who wished to know what had eventually
happened reference to the irouble in the lst Aust: H,T.Company,. D.M.ToSe gave History of the
oceurance and Informed him that he thought that all trouble was now aver in that Company.,

Other Ranks from A.A.E.C.,(M.T,) Units, was despatched to Australian Corps Reinforgement Camp
en route for HAVRE Demobilization centre,

No. 1. Sub: Allottment for- No. 15 Corps Demcobilization Quota, consisting of 100 N.C.0's anﬂan

Weather: Dull and Cold, M"

-—l"-.'—

Repalir Shop, M.T., A.5.C., B.E.F. and was posted to 5th Aust: M.T.Company vice Captain H.S.CUSA
who has been granted early Repatiriation to Australia,

cee entry llth February - Captain A.J.CAMPBELL reported to D.M.T.S. for duty from 5th Heav$
K

Lieut: S,H.LEIGH visited A.I.F. Printing Jection re general Printing matters,
Weather: Dull and Cold,

Routine as TUsual.

hﬁ:}]q&%’m:%ﬂ?ﬁdﬁpﬂr; P &1. Lid Forms/Caribf14- rﬁ-‘}rr' eather - Dull and C Gld .

o ——
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WAR DIARY ' | Army Form

or
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence _ .
" Smmaries e conained in . & Rega, Part I INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages : :
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading nol required.)

Place

Date

Hour

Summary of Events and Information i

c?{??

Temarks m:ta '

references to

Appendices

!

|

= =1 G

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

9., D.M.T.S. submitted & verbatim report of his speech to men of the A.A.£.C.,(M.T.) Units(as

No emounts were paid from D.M.,T.S. Imprest Account G.,70 for period 1lst to 15th February, 1919J
il Return rendered to tStaff Paymaster, Australian Corps accordingly.

Brig-Geheral T.A.BLAMEY, C,M.G.,D.5.0. called on D.M.T.S. reference to two letters that had
been received by Australian Corps from Director General, Repatriation and Demobilizatlion, A.I.F(d
Shortly after,the Corps Commander rang up D.M.T.S, wishing to see him in reference to a further
letter from Director General, Repatriatiom and Demobilization Department, A.I.F. dealing with
statements made by various deputatioms of A.A.8.0.,(M.T.) personnel, to the Prime Minister and

others. Statistics showing the fallacy of theee statements were sent to tlie Coeps Commendgr

at 11=-30.PM, See Appendix Noe —<2 o . AFPENDIX, < |

At the interview mfxkk with the Corps Commander arrangements were made for representatives
of the N.C.0's and Men of each Company to be papaded before him on the 18th iInst at 10.AM.

Yeather: Dull and Cold,. ﬁ%br#
L

-.-_-__..-

arranged in his Conference with the Corps Commander, and previously referred to) to the Corps

Commander for his information - for thils report see Appendix Noe. J APPENDIX, J

Letter received from Auto Metallurglque, MARCHIENNE-~au-PONT asking that arrangements be made

for the A.I.F. Printing Section to move to new quarters, as those at present occupled will be required

by the above Flrm fur-rap&iqgné Vehicles for the Belglan Army. Reply forwarded asking that
the Printing Section be allowed,for a few more weeks, as it is not thought that the Cection
will remain mach longer In the Area,

Weather: Fine, M

Lo

As arranged mik by D.M.T.S. In his interview with the Corps Commender - Representatives from

each A.A.2.C.,(M,T.) Unite, were paraded before and addressed by the Corps Commander In referenge
to the position of the A.A.5.C.,(M.,T.) and to Demobilization, =" Copny ;c G Corrrramoliko

Qolobuado * Mook {?*ﬂhﬁg =

Azogr Wt w128 9/Mi203. 7s0,000. tfiz. D.D &T. Lid. Forms/CariBjrg.

also

A prmctice

JA

]
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[nstructions regarding War Diavies and Intelligence
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WAR DIABY ' \ Army Form C. 2118.

or

-
s
v

Sumiaries are contained in F. 8. He%g-. Part II, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. o
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages ' . . 0o
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.) e
e e | temarks an
3 S y of Fvents and Information references to
Place Date Hour nImmary _ s

See entry 17th inst, A further letter received from Auto Metallurgique, MARCHIE!NNE-au-
PONT - stating that they could not sanctlon the oceupation of the premises by the A.I.F. Printin
Section any longer. This letter together with previous correspondence forwarded to Brig-Gener
T.A. BLAMEY, C.M.G.,D.£.0., asking 1f anygthing further could be done In the matter.

. '
Weather: Fine, M

HAN=SUR-HEURE, 19-2-19, D.M.T.S. visited the Corps Commander reference to & query he had raised relative to Corporal

M—SUR-HEU%.E o 2—&) -2=-19

HAM-SUR-HEURE, 21-2-19. Routine as Usual,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

MACKEY of the 3rd A.B.A.F.A.Park Section having put in an application for leave to visit Coach
and Body Building Works in FRANCE, U.K. and AMERICA. Corporal MACKEY made a statement to the
affect that he had submitted the application and it had been turned down, D.M.T.S+ explained .
to the Corps Commander that this aplication was submltted to Major J.HAMILTON, who was then
acting S.M.T.0. and 1t had been turned down on the grounds that at that time there was no author
for such leave, Repatriation and Demobilization Depariment, General Instructions No. 4. deal
with such matters dated 24-=12-18 was not received iIn,FRANCE until 11-1-19@ whereas this applicatl
was recelved in the latter part of November, 1918- since this time no further application has
been received.,

Weather: Fine, ﬁﬁufa
o

—r
. Notification received from A.D.0.S., Australiah Corps that it has been declded to Demobilize

one of the three Australian Ordnance lohile Workshop Units, asking for Instructions re disposal
off Lorries on charge, D.M.T.8. replied suggesting that Ordnance fittings, Equipment etc be

to be held by them pending selection of an Australian A.5.C., M.T. Reception Park,

Weather: Fine and thowery towards evening.
7
Colauier
Nothing to Report. Neathers: Fine.

ﬁ?@1 Wt. “.rﬂ:ngm. 750,000, I'.JI?- D.I} &1 le, Fu:mn,fﬂﬂuwl" M

———————
o

: |

ng

8
n

checked and hermatically sealed and that the Lorries be sent to the 6th Aust: M.T.Coy:(Corps Trpops)

RCDIGTO14921



Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 1L INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY_

| } " . = -is 5

WAR DIARY X Army Form C. 2118.

or

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages _ o
will be prepared in manuscript. (Brase heading not required.)

Place Date Hour

Summary of Events and Information

| ~HEURE, 22-2-=191P., See entry 20 th._inat. reference Demobilization of Australian, Ordnance Mobile Workshop,
HAM=SUR-HEU { ORit A.D.g.S. rang up stating that all Ordnance Fittings and Equipment will be taken off thg

= T

HBM~CTUR=-HEURE, 23=2-1910,. See entry 12th. inst, Letter received from A.I.F. Headquarters, London, stating that

HAM=SUR-HEURE, 24}-2-1219.

1=
o

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

'-:.!_ '

 Remarks and

LA

references to
Appendices

Lorries and returned to D.A.D.0.8.,Corps Troops, and that the Lorries will be sent to 6th, Aust:
M.T+Coy. (Corps Troops) to be held by them pending selection of an Australlan Corps Vehicle Recp
Park., 6th, Aust: M.T.Coy notified accordingly.

Showerv.,
Weather o Yy ;M

e ——

the matter of Substantive and Temporary Promotions since 11-11=18 is under consideration, and
an A.I.FP. Order will shortly be issued, which, 1t is hoped, will be just to all concerned,

Also stating that the Recommendations to new Cormmissions and Promotions of Offiicers in the
A.A.8.C, (M.,T.), 18 at present the subject of ecorrespondence between the C.0.C.,A.I.F., and the
Corps Commander,

D.M.T.S. was granted an interview with the Corps Commander, and submitted Pro-Formas
showing the number of 0fficers and other Ranks, required for both higher and lower scale A.A.S5.C
(M.T.) Demobilization Cadre, aslaid down in General Instructions, in view of which 1t was appare
that Officers were very urgently wanted., The Corvps Commander stated thét he had no idea the
posftion was so acute, and wired the G,0.C.,A.T.F., who had left Corps Headquarters the day
prewlously to visit the 5th. Australian Division, arranging that Colonel W.H.TUNBRIDGE should
visit that Area and interview him personmlly on these matters,

Weather Showery. #Eﬁf:

had "Marehed In", asking that these be Iinspected. Lieut,S.H.IEIGH inspected these men and
selected 40 Other Ranks, mostly with little experience, but very keen to be transferred,
These wre posted as follows:-

lst.Australian.,M.T.Coy 19,

end.Australian,iM,.T.Coy 20

6th.Australian,M.T.Coy(Corps Troops) 1l.

nt

Notification recelved from the 5th Australian Divisional Wing that a Batch of Reinforcements

Asosr W \Ww128.g/Miz93. 750,000, tjiz. DD &I, Lid. Forms/Cauiiy. (Continued)

+

bion |

A
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WAR DIARY

or

Swmmaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part IL. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages .
will be prepared in manuscript. (lrase heading not required.)

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

-  ————

Ariny E‘E{}'m C. 2118.

Y05

e i Remarks and

references to '
Appendices

In addition Major E.¥.SEARLE, officer Commanding 4th. Aust: M.T.Coy. inspected a batch of
Reinforcements, at 4th, Australian Divisional Wing, and selected 7 Other Ranks, which wewe
posted to his command,

Headquarterd and was glven an interview with the G.0sCe,; AJ.F, = D.M.T.S. pointed out the
seérlousness of the position = G.0,0C,,A.I.F. thought that in view of the early contraction of
‘the AJJJF. it would be possible tﬁﬁvi{hnut so many new Officers, D.M.T.S5.pointed out .that he had
nearly sufficlent to form the Lower Cadre and these eertainly must remsin umtilthe Vehicles are
finally handed over = G.0.C. said thaet he thought this could be arranged differently, so that
the Recption Park might take over definitely from the Units, thus relieving the Cadre at once,
He wished D.M.T.S. to confer with the Corps Commander as early as possible and 1f necessary to
proceed to U.EK. and agaln Ilnterview him so that the matter may be fixed up at once, DelaTWS.
on further counsidering the G.0.C.8s suggestion, failed to see how the Reeeption Park taking
over at once from the Unlits, would make any difference to the position, as there must be a

prgpartiun of 0fficers to supervise the Personnel whether they belong to the Reception Park or
not.

Weather Dull and Showery
It
#t D.M.T.S. attended by Lieut.S.H,LEIGH, inspectsd asfight at MARCHIENNE-au-PONT, to be used

as Australian Corps M.T.Vehliele Reception Park, it was thought that with a few improvements
this standing would prove most suitable - D.M.T.S, asked Lieut, Colonel H.,G.VINEY , H.Q. Aust:

Corpe, to wislt same and give his opinion, aldo to arrange with the owners for its use in this
capaclity.

Weather Fine, ) ,41/:!/

Comamrm———

La
Asogz Wt wigh g/Mr293. 7se.000. thy. D.D &I, Ltd, Forms/Caii8fi4.

nacle’
In accordance with arrangemehis by Corps Commander, D.M.T.S5. visited 5th Australian Divisipnal

4
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Summaries are contained in F. 8. Re ogs. | Pm]l INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

and the Staff Manual respectively.
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Hour

in manuscript, | (Erase heading not vequired.)

Summary of Events and Information

5 LB

‘Eéh?

temarks anc
references to
Appendices

BAM=S UﬁnﬁEU?E

HANM=-CEUR~HEURE

IAM=-EUR-HEURE,

2

6-2-10. D. M. T. S. aceompanied by Lieut/Col ¥.G.Viney, H.Q. Aust: Corps,inspected proposed,

T

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

dT=2=19

J=2=19

sight for Aust: Corps M T Vehiele Reception Park at MARCHIENNE-su~PONT, and decided same
would be most suitable. Lt/Col, Viney to arrange with the Belgian Miq ion for 1ts use,

Lieut, S.H.Lelgh visited A.I.,F. Printing Sectlion and paid the Staff,

Weather Dull and Showery

i

'I—IF-'

Lieut. 8. H.ILeligh and Major R.C.Anderson, D.A.Q.M.G., Aust: Corps, accompanlied by a
representative of the Belgian Mission visited and made all final akrangements for the prepar-
ation of the sight selected for Aust Corps M.T. Vehiele Reception Park, also visited the A.I.F.
Printing Section and interviewed the Proprietors of the Metallurgique works, in reference to the
part of thelr bullding at present occupied by the Seetlion, As 1t was a matter of the Belgian

Government demanding this site for the storing of their vehicles - arrangements were made to meeft thaEx

the Government representative tomorrow at 2 p.m,

D.M,T.S. Waa granted an intarviem by the Corps Commander, and discussed with him the matter

of the Aust: Corps Receptlon Park necessary 0fficers required in U.K. and in France, The
Corps Commander thought it ddvisable that D.M.T.S. should visit the D,of T. G.H.Q. and see if

it were not possible for the vehicles to be taken over by the Imperial Authorities in batches

instead ofin bulk. Corps Commander arranged for & wire to be sent D,of T, asking him to make
an appointment, when it would be convenient to see D.M.T.E. On return D.M.T.S. to report to
Corps Commander as fo arrangements made, See appendix No, & AA.S.C. M.T. Cadrs and A
notes in regard to same.,

Weather Dull and Showery

Wi

e

Lieut. S.H.lLeigh accompanied by a representative of the Belglan Mission, as arranged in
yesterdays interview, v*ﬂited AJT.E. Printing Sectlion and ﬁiscussed with the Guvernmﬂnt
Representative, the m&tter of retaining for use, the part of L'Auto Metallurgique Works at
nresent occupied by the Printing Section. The matter after discussion was ultimetely settled
arrangements belns made to move one portion of the Section to the other side of the building.
(CONTINUED)

Asogr’ Wi wief 9/Mizg5 7senc0. t/iy. D.D &1, Ltd. Forms/Cai8fiy.

PPENDIX 44 |
|
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[ostructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Qummaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 1L
and the Staffi Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

Place Date Hour

WAR DIARY
or

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Krase heading mol required,)

Army Furme. 2118.

'J)r.‘_"}"}

Summary of Fvents and Information

(Contd) The
- latter hakf of the month.
i Adjt: Aust: Cor

=10

I it} 1
HAM=sur-HEURE 2%—?-1?

Balance in hand

NO
Fe

CEee Appendlx
for period 1st. to 28th
See Appendlx
of February 1919

for month

Weather

Wt. w28 9/Mi293 7so.000. 1f1ip: D.D &T.

| Aroge’

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

following amounts

Drawn from Paymaster

No

were paid from D.M.T.8. A.,I.F. Imprest A/c G7C during the

p8 M.T.Col.

1f0 DO S
J
100 C L P
18 70 y

5 Statement of receipte and expenditure for "AUSSIE" Trust Account

bruary 191°
[> Report off H.C.0. 1/c A.I.F. Printing Bection on work dane for

FPine,

/,WW”’?Z/

Tt (i, V).

Lid, Forms/Cz118/14.

Remarks and
references to '
Appendices |

PPENDIX S

APPENDIX @

RCDIG1014921



20,000—5/18—11,069

WAR DIARY

O
o2
oy DIRECTOR OF MOTOR TRANSPORT SERVICES, A.I.F.
FOR
period
_1st to 28th FEBRUARY, 1970,

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. Subject.

1o Letter to Assistant Military Secretary re the
confirmation of Temporary Promotlons,

2e Letter to Headguarters, AUSTRALIAN CORPS re the
deputation of A.,A.,85.C.,M.T. persannel to the Prime
Minister,

B Copy of Colonel W.H.Tunbridge's speech to A.A.S.C.,
M.T.Units.

4. A,A,5.C., M.T., Demobilization Cadre.

Se ctatement of Receipts and Expenditure of "Aussie"

Trust Account for period 1lst to 28th February, 1919.

6o Report of N.C.0. i/c A.I.F.Printing Section of work
done for month of February, 1919.

j { :, t T C___'—-—-\.a_.-LM aclclee {;:
7 47 ? ) iR Py “é{-a-é{ﬂ- -’;{ -/ /Ch""'é'-
W P j‘f

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO14921



e

Assistant Military fecretary,
Ae 1o Fo Tion

130, Hwnrmﬁmd
"LONDON., Ge¥1e

R el

In aceordance with A.X.F.Order, 1477 dated 13/12/18,

m 'ﬁtzlmr::mm“imomuu' will
3] 4] - -l M

dealt with in acoordance with existing

talen for granted
Repatriation

contimouns

With the A,A.8,0,,0.7., the work sinee the Armistiee
hes been junt as contimous, and cons more d4ifficult than
before, as all the usual work has to be out, new
to be to take the plaee of the men now due for Hepatriation,
and there is a consideradble amount of unrest ssitating great

tact and econstant watehfulness on the
It will bo seon therefore that

needfMll than ever.

am getting ecertificates s Bltating he 1a
to remain as long an his services may be required in the Au
MeTey but T find that many of the best men, end those who I am
anxious to seeure, are not willing to @ such gunarantee unle _
got substantive rank, These men out that they are

no ad for after the pri
-’-'i.”ﬂ:'m Imowledge mlnﬂ dlseiplne
ve no |
tuth tal they revert cm;mtuy ing
the additional pay, but in the case of Temporary fermeants
Hosning and mecomodation on the boat, also their friends in ‘ustrelis
P uﬁm:&mmwwmwmwumnﬁmmth
said, o ians will consider sormething beon wrong a man has
thm.‘lust-h:ge m‘?;- ' ‘
May advisa ammending the above Order
consldered to offect mtmmmummmn.o.?-
giving a written to remain as 1 as their Cervices may
be required with ir Units, they may be glven substantive instead
of termporary Rank, zrmiuumnuummmuupu
the necessary Fstablishment of the rienced and better class of
men, and would prac finish with promotions,
If it is declded that substantive rank eannot be ven,
may all Offieers and N.C.0's who have given such gnarantee, who
do remain while required, be allowed to retain terporary ranks until

pald off,
mthou.!.m-omnwmorﬂmmunm-km
Mtim,mmﬂunwm‘mmmm and who were
1f made substantive would supersede

others, who were although quite suiltable £ lon qualified
s e for not
for th; positions then vacent. There are now miu for all those

Officers who would have been superseded, and thoy have been recommende
ed and submitted to you for promotion, sueh Officers would have been
recommended prior to the 11-11-18 but as it was considered at that
time, that those who had gone on furlough to Australia would be
roturning, it was deeided in consultation with the D.A.G. pleloFy that
no fenior promotions should then be made,
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Lheet, 2.

In aceordnnee with D.AGs A 1.Fs Circular lemo mw
dated 31-12«18, I take 1t that cors granted m‘ry
or to the 11-11-19, can be made substantive the Officers
m:nm%m.mmomhlm;lmﬁmnﬁmw"u
#e already ding Temporary Rank, ean ¥y thomselves granted
temrorary s and muat revert on "Merching out" for Demobilize
ation, If this is so a great hardship is either put on the
Officers who have now been recormmended, or those who have held |
Temporary Rank for some considerable time, as neither, under existing
rules, can recoive substantive promotion, one on aeeount of supercession,
the mﬁ? to A.I;;i.mlg 14"{:. a e .
same ap f a lesser degree Temp apnointe
monte in Drivers and Artificers, These men have been m to
join from s Artillery and other PBrenches, whose work is now
muuzﬂ s and where their order of Demobilization was a
m‘m of the N.T., but they are now beglnfiing to realise that
the is severe, and sre bitterly complaining of as theoy consider,
the unjust treatment of thelr revreion on Marching cut for Demobilige
ation, when their serviees are no longer required,
I am at to this letter reports from O's C.Units
urging this armendment each ocane, |

f

-. Colomel,
10th hm. 1819, i ' De B Te B4y Ae Toa Fo
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Headquarters,
AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

---_‘—_-.—.---.-H--ﬂ---_—-------

Reference the attached letter from the Prime
Minister to General Monash.

Para (2). I am not in a position to know how many, or if

all other 1915 men have been Repatriated, Bot I have nearly 700 In
the M.T.

When I returned to France in Deecember, T realised
at once that I must have a considerable number of Reinforcements as
quickly as possible, or when I got an allotment I should not be able
to f111 it, The M.,T. were then working very hard, and every available
Vehicle was out every day. Men of the M.T. could not take part in
Educational Classes, trips to Brussels ete. because of the shortage
of men. I reported these matiters both in writing and personally
to the Corps Commander- on more than one occasion. He realised the
position and first sent me 30 men from each Division and about half
of these men eventuallyqualified, they are now M.T. Drivers,

On seeing the Corps Commander the second tim e
he allotted me another 50 men per Division and said I should have moee
once these were absorbed, A proportion of these men have so far re-
ported.

I then heard there were 7000 Reinforcements yet to
come to France, I at once applied to the A.A.G., for 700 of these
men and of thils number only 100 have yet arrived and very few of these
have anyknowledge of Motors,

Para (3) The Prime Minister's letter states that the men
who called on him, "with their own working knowledge of the Transpnrt
cervice they consider it is now much larger than is necessary etc
I submit they are not in a position to know what 1s required. I only
use the Vehicles in conjunction with Corps "Q", and no lorries are used
for any purpose unauthorised by that Branch, who are in the best
position to know what is required,

T have endeavoured to carry out the idea embodied
in the fourth Para making the length of the service the main consider-

ation for early release, and contend that men being sent back to
| Australia out of thelr furn has caused muech of' the unrest now apparent.

With referenee to the leitier from Gemeral Sir John
Monash: -

I htink he is misinformed on some of these matters,
I have filled every allotment T have been gimen, I endeavoured %o
first explain to the men the position of the #.,A.5.C. M.T.. I did
not use the term "@ushy job", "cushy" is a word I do not remember
ever having used. I did tell them that the'y had in the A.A.S5.C.
certain advantages and certain disadvantages, and I showed them what
I was doing to overcome those disadvantages,

There were several other ( ffbdcers present each Xkim

* time I spoke to the men, and in one case membe rs of the Staff of the

1st.Division and I should be very glad if you would question any of
these Officers.

The situation has been mos't difficult sinee the
1914 men started to go to Australia, I have aliways beeam considerably
below Establishment and have done my utmost to obtain Reinforcements.
both on thls slide and in the United Kingdom, s¢«> that I might give the
men of my Units the same advantages as other Bir-anches of the Service
have enjbyed.,

Colonel,
16th.February,1919. W (M T D5 ds Yo Pe
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B/"76
Headquatbéers
AUSTRALIAN CORPS.
Reference attached file, Corporal LEE'S
statements.

(1) The M.T. has never been so low in Personnel as since
the Armistice, Slnce 1914 men went to Australia the Units have
never been up to strength, and the men both Drivers and Artificers
are not nearly as efficient,

On December 28th. the M.T, was 358 below strength and
on Jamuary 25th, 282 below strength, On February 8th., I should
think about the time thls N.C.0. 1s speaking of ,the M.T. was 204
Drivers below Establishment, of this the 2nd Aust, M.T.Coy.,were
19,and the 4th Aust. M.T.Coy.20 Drivers below Establishment,

(2) There are 91 lorries in a Company,8 of which are Work-
shops, Stpres and First-Aida, (2) are required for Company work
such as Petrol Supplies ete, The average number of lorries in
Workshop 1s approximately20., leaving about 60 lorries available
for Suppllies and other work, instead of the 100 as stated,

Lee's statement reference the 25% over strength
is incorrect. I sald that I was endeavouring to bring up the
strength to 257 over, so that not only would I be able to Liberate
early men for Repatriation, but would also be able to allow the Units
the other priviledges given to the other Branches, such as trips to
Brussels, attendance at Sports, Educational Classes ete,

I did say there were over 500 men of the 1915
Categoryto go, and I was asking for 700 men from Reinforcements to
replace these men and early 1916 men. Of these Reinforcements
only some Hundred have gt marched in, only a few of these men ecan
drive, and consequentlythe bulk have to be taught., The situation
after the next quota now under Orders, has marched out on the 21st.
inst.will leave me 268 Drivers "Wanting to Complete",

A certain number of men have transferred from
the Infantry, some of them have driwen before, but the majority
have to be taught. I have a School of Instruction Established
in each Company, and have instruected the 0.C. each Unit to report
28 soon as each man is fit to Drive, when he is appointed a Driver
1f, as there always has been for the last four months, a vacaneyl,

Colonel,
lﬁtﬂhl F'E'bruﬂry-llglgl D-MIT-S-? P.I.tI-Fl
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B/76
Headquarters,
AUSTRALIAN CORPS.

. e . T . S e e .. -

Reference Para 2 of attached letter., Minute 1.

During December Bhe milage run,per lorry, was
50% more than in October and November, January was still very
high and now in February nearly every fit lorry is out every day.

The work of the M.T. since the Armistice has
been much heavier than the general average throughout the War.

The actual state of the M.T. on December the 28th,
was 358 men below stirength, and on January 25th.282 men below sirengh
so that both statements made to thr Prime Minister are quite in-
correct.

The. Units have recently been much below strength
and harder worked,than the average during the War,

With regard to Para 3. One Officer and 25 other
ranks were allotted to the M.T. far the 3rd inst and 18 men for the
6the inst, Both these sub quotas were sent away bogether.,

I saw Colonel Viney personally and askedvhim
to arrange for a bigger quota the next time, requesting 200 to 280
An allotment of 200 has now been received, 100 of these left on the
13th. and the remainder wlll be leaving on or about the 21st inst.

Every allotment that has so far been received
has been filled, although T am now considerably below strength,

I am quite prepared to send a further 250 in the next quota, filling
their places with most of whom have to be trained,

Colonel,

lﬁth.FEbIﬂJ.E.r"y'. 1919. i D‘- MI "] El Ai Ii Fl
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_ : I have called this parade for the purpose of taking
you into my confidence in the matter of Demobllization,

In order to understand the position of this Branchk
of the fervice, 1t 1s better I think to go back to the begimming, Most
of you elther originally enlisted in the A,AB.C.,(l.T7.) or have transferre
ed since, at your owm request, Your original eniutmnt was for the period
of the War and four months thereafter., Now the War is not yet over, and
will not be until Peace is signed, but the Australian Government do not
antleipate hostilities re-opening and consequently are doing their utmost

Yo Repatriate men as quiekly as possible, Eim{h.l.ng like 20,000 will have
left by the end of January, arrangements are made for 19,000 to be returned
in Fe and Thippbng facilities have been asked for, to accompdate ‘
20,000 in Mareh, This shows that the Authorities are do all that they
can to push on the Repatriation of Australians, Ve mst retand howe
ever that it is not a right,

If we are returned to Australia by four months after
Peace is signed we really have nothing to complain about, the Goverrment
will have fulfilled their original Contract.,

The A.A".C,,(M,T.) have enjoyed certain ad |
and have also to put up with aerf.nin disadvantages a'iﬂn;ﬂ the requ
ments of this Braneh of the fervice, There are two minor advantages
viz (1) Better rations and better cooked rations than such as
Infantry have been able to get a good portion of their time (as when in
the Trenches), (2) Better and dryer sleeping quarters than the fighting
troops as & continous thing., I know you have not had Billets very often
but at anyrate your sleeping quarters have generally been dry.

There are also two much bigger advantages (1) The
Casualties of the M.T, have been nothing near either those of the Artillery
Engineers or Infantry, I dont want you to think that I am stating this
as a slur, You have always gone as far forward as you have been required

.%o do lndrmrwmhubmgmnnanﬂmmm, but the fact remains
untﬁhoclmltua of this Branch are in no way comparable to the Units I
‘have previously mentioned, (2) You have had one third ( ) more pay than
elther of the above-mentioned Branches, whieh to most anyrate is a very

considerable mm.g;

re are two big disadvan 8 whieh I fully apprec-
iate (1) The M.T., have more continens hard work any other Branch of
the ‘ervice in France., I have been in France with the M,T, sinee the
middle of 1915 and to my no men of an M,T.Company have yet had

any rest. "hen a Division goes to rest, the mileage run is often higr
than dur operations, and although a lot of this rumning has been
to the of Art.niﬁry and Infantry to Towns in the neighbomrhood I
do not think any man of the M,7T, g-ua,gu them these trips,

| Vhen I have been able to rest a fectlion of Lorries 1t
has I know full well not been a rest for you, The Lorries sent for the
rest have been those that are more or less out of order and - have had to
put your shoulders into the work of getting them £it. Another bi? digse
advantage 1a the fact that as long as there are Troops in the Fleld so long
mst there be M.T., for the various duties of maintenance ete,, and conseqe
u men of the M.T. cannot expeet to be the first of their class to be

€
Demobilized,

Besldes the above, an the M,T, is at present situated
being some 300 Drivers below st s it 18 not possible until the position
is releived for you to have your share of the privileges given to other
Units, such as trips to places of interest, trips to ‘ports, or the
participation in fports and FNducational Classes,

Now having stated the advantages and the disadvantages
let me tell you what has and is being done to overeome the dai

From the time when 1914 men began to on Mlﬁ?’t
the M.T. began to get below strength, I first wrote as for Re
ments then not getting them I went to the Base and found re were no men
avalleble there, I then went to Ingland and was able at leadguarters to
get about 30 Driwrs transferred from the A,F.C. then I went to Salisbury
Plainsand found there only a few men who were known to be M.T, men, The
GeOelay AsI.Fo Troops in U.K, however sent out instructions that men for
the M,T. should be smmmwed searched for in the Camps and despatehed as
early as possible,
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as to give the men the same
done T could establish Scho
for trips ete, The Corps

. have been promised, These men as they repory and are tﬁtmd | lﬂ.’l.

liberate all the 1915 men and the eap |
_ : l1ier 1916 men and 80 .
mut;ho are ewaiting lepatriation, to visit Towns of gﬂmai:uaglm
cational Classes, both of which are now belng arranged,
I carefully go thr - @ll the Demobilization Forms
and recomend, I coneider

RCDIGT101492 1
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!l
&/ . I & infor-ed by irvy tat we Tmbrtal futhorities
! are taiing over all Australings Vohiecles, tut the D, of 7'
| inetruotions are, thet they will only bo taken over $n bull,
. Thde mens $het the locoption Ferd [Fov UNSAl e AlI.P. are
L_"" oompletely Demobilised 1n Fmance, and tiat the pereonel cen
e only be Liberatoed after the last Vebiole has been hended in.
Thore will Dete 630, Vehiolos and 381 Cyolos.

e porcson®l reguired for this would be 80 Follows te

; FOr Yoblolotesssesesessesesnssesscasssccoscnosssssossnsssece Dile
: for Oyoles and Gide-ar CoMENASAcIBicssscsessnsssesncnsesns 38
00e
I conslder &0, Artificers ror
5 | Comany should be salficlent.:lesecssssessossscses 180
,r | W‘ﬂﬂt&nnﬂnmtmutnllnnniuuuuuunnuu 140,
: officers, (For Neadguarters Reooption Paltelececsscecssscsses e !
ofdoe (For Cadree 14087800 L0 351006 )ecssssesssscsssse 4C,
Privates, (For care of (»dnaneo, ! toreren, Cooke
. mmlillliiili:ilii_ll!t'llllltl:fllllllliil# 180,
Total Officere and Cther Nanke, 1068@.
* e e )

¥
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________ 'TATEMENT  OF RECEIPIS AND EXPEEDITURE FOR MONTH ENDING FEBRBARY B8tk 1919
To |, ::::?;:'u perﬁ;;grt;mgﬂtglé%m 268 19 10 ;:}.:{ ﬁn;h Requisition o. 8147
f]‘m a
for Sale of "Aussie 156 19 - Geo Alemm:a ;ng::n :g:lljg :
. Alex Cowan & Sons A8l44
"Ris 1nE cun" Advance AB145
Je B 1W ABl146
Delhalze Fres, & Cie ABl147
Jean Malvaux ABl148
Cash in hand | 17 9
Cash with Paymaster o48 2 11
Reconcliliation Statement wiih Pas: Rook
Balance as per Pass Book 247 4
Add amounts not Posted . =
Y. Mo Co A. 45 6 4
Ceflely 1t Division 7 8
2nd Aust 1,T.Coy. 410 5
Camp Com. Aust Corps 3 12 10
iuste Infantry Base Depotls 4
4th San, fection a4 18
Sth D, A. C. 11 6
4th F. A, Brig. o A
9th ﬁiHnU-ﬂf S i 3
18t Aust ¢, C. S. 112 £
Cemp Com Aust Corps 2 9 2
10tlh GG" Alali.;l01 ? B
o9th Infantry Btln 16 6
Blnt " .. 213 8
13th A, L. T. M, B. 7 8
| 15th Inf Btln o 16 8
| Aust Corps H. Q. o0 3 6 10018 1
£548 2 11
e R —
£414 19 1o
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\ RFBORT O WORK DONE BY A.I.F, PRINTING SECTION, FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1919

5 The fection has been very busy during the month, No 11 "AUSSIE"
. being printed and 25000 Handbooks on "German Vords end Phrases".

No Deccription of work For whom

2500 Booklete"Glass making at Charleroi" Aust: Corps, |
3600 Aust: Corps Nows Sheet No.l5 do |
800 Cards Gth.Aust: N, T.Co¥ (CeT)

\5500 Aust: Corps News Sheet No. 16 Austs: Corps,. .
100 Workshop Certificates No2 Aust:M,T,Coy.

800 Cards 4th Aust:ieT.Coy.,

100 Yorkshop Certificates ord, AustitM.T.Coyse

1500 Pro=Forma Austs Corps H.Q.

2000 Whist Drive Score Paper 03rd Bgdes. Relesde

F 1‘}00 aﬂ Y-H-C.A.

- 800 Corps Routine Orders lio & | Aust: Corps,

500 do No 6 do
1000 Receipt Forms "AUSSIE" "AUCCIE"
8000 Veterinary Certificates Aust: Corps,
- 28000 German Handbookse "German words
and Phrases " Aust: Corps.
53000 "AUSSIEY Jamary Issue "AUSEIE" Trust Fund,

: Em Certificates : ord. Div, Fleld P,0,
200 Monthly Return - Bthe Div, Field P.O,
e Bag Neturn do
100 AelelFy Form 1 DeleTeBe AgIeFe
800 Weekly Vorkshop Returns SelMeTe0,

200 Vehicles 1in Workshop Return ~ do

" £000 tudents Progress Report . Austt Corps [HeQ.

. 0 "Blue Lighi" Prophylactic Treatment 26th, Battalbon

| 2000 ProeForma Aust: Corps £4g. Coye

“——__M‘
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ADDRESE BY (G.0.C. AUSTRALIAN CORPS TO REPRESENTATIVES OF AUST,
M,T.UNITS AT THE OFFICE OF THE S.M.T.0. AUSTRALIAN CORPS 18/2/19.

ill—t—--—-_----—_-u.——_-—-—--i—_--_——_--_--——---_-—_-_—------_-_—

G.0.Co I have asked you to come here this morning because there
are certiain members of the M,T.Companies who have been doing

a most improper thing, In my view, I am a Regular soldier
. and have travelled a good deal over the world, including Aussie,
§ Indle and America, and have seen & good deal of 1life, but still
] my viewpolnt 1s that of a soldier., Certain members of the M.T.

have been making complaints, more or less, over the heads of their
9 properly comstituted Officers, to Mr Hughes. There is nothing
i mich wrong in that iIn itself, but from a military point of view
e of course the proper way is to lodge a complaint with the Company
| Cormander, and if you do not get redress from him then to the 0.C.
Corps M.T.,; if you don't get redress from him you can see the
v Corps Commander and thence upwards, What I want to see you boys
about is to assure you first of 2ll that the complaints which
have been made to Mr HUGHES have no substantiation in fact, for
the most part that the general complaint about Repatriation, that
the M.T. have not been getting a"fair deRx is not so in fact, and
evidently amongst certaln people a wrong impression has been con-
veyed either through the misunderstanfiing or something else, which
it is my duty to clear up, After T have been through these I
] wlll ask your Representatives to let me lmow quite straight, if
there is anything which has not been cleared up, and, irregular
though the method is, I will do my best to put it strsight for you,
One of the complaints 1s that matters of repatriation have
not been conslidered sympathetically by the 0fficers concerned
whoever they may be, ineluding the 0.C. Well, T am going to try
and show you that, far from that beling the case, it is exactly
the opposite, that the Director Motor Transport has gone to a great
deal of trouble to do the very best he can to hasten the Repatriat-
lon of the M.T. persomnel, with due regerd to the claims of the

}. . remainder of the A.I,F., for their services., I am just going to
run through these things so that you can melke notes. T am
b having my remarks teken down because gross mis-statements of

what Colonel TUNBRIDGE has said to you have been made. We have
all been trying our very best from General Sir John Monash down
to see that every man gets a "fair do",
, The first statement put forward was, that all the 1915
men in the M.T. were classed as indespensable, Than the statement
was made that there were more men on transport duty now than ever
before, although the demand 1s not nearly so great, As far as that
goes, I can give you a few facts about the actual work done by the
| M. T.Companies, During December the mileage run per lorry was 50%
I more than 1ln QOctober and November, January was still very high
and in February nearly every fit lorry was out smxiRmRExs every day.
This was from a return made up about the second weel of the month.
The work of the M,.T, since the Armistice has been heavier than
throughout the war, and the Units have been rmch more under: strength
than the average during the War, The actuval state of the M.T. on
28th December was 358 below strength, and on the 25th Jamiary 262
below stirength, so that does not quite carry out that complaint.
g 3 Of course, the flow had started when this complaint was made
{ of the 1915 men, and I think by the end of this month you should
: have lost something like 240 altogether, which makes a biz hole in
our 1915 men, Thln the letter goes on:-
Will you kindly see that these 1915 men are released as early
as posgsible as no flow appears to have started"
With regard to that, 1,0fficer and 43,0ther Ranks went in a quota
on 6th February.. On that date the D, of M.T.Serwvices saw EQ“
Corps and asked them to arrange for a draft of 200 to 250 M.T.
I’ personnel to be sent in the next Corps Troops Quota.
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That is because a cektain number of Reinforcements had been
received from Infantry, and from the Infantry relnforcements
#hich came out from England of whom perheps 507 became either
able to drive or were likely to make drivers and other personnel
for the M.T. of theese 200, 100 left in a quota on the 13th
: instant, and another 100 will be leaving about the 21st instant
1,8, 1f strikes and other things enable them to go.
The next complaint is :-
"During the whole of the war operations, sometimes one man was
: alloceted to each lorry and now there are two, and In many cases
3, and notwithstanding the falling off in the demand for
. transport, the strength has not been reduced 1ln any way - in
fact, it is estimated that 18.lorrles would do all the work
for which 120 are detained,"
K 0f course you know the rule that is laid down by G.H.Q. - and for
I . yery good reasons - that there should be at least 2 men on the
lorry. rou all know that that 1s necessary in heavy traffic
1 and in fact at all times. During the campaign, undoubtedly it
‘ did occur on & few occasions that 1. lorry Driver did take charge
owing to the Units being much under sirength. In every case
| shere that was done on any scale, & Special Army Order had to be
issued, but generally speaking, 2.men are alloted to the lorry
and are necessary. As redards the paragraph where it 1s stated
that 18.,lorries can do the work, I have a statement here showing
) the number of lorries in a Company. The average number is 91,
i 8 of which are store and first aid, and two are for Company work.
The average number of lorries in workshops is 20. as shown by
the books. That leaves about 60, available for supply and other
; work - not 120 as stated.
f The next complaint was that there were only 500 men of 1915
| class out of a total of 2400 in the M.T., that they all thoroughly
"‘ realised the necessity of keeping up the supply of food and other
= matters, but they regard themselves as having a very definite
; grievance and they state they are the only 1915 men in the A.I.F.
| who have been detained. I want to see the boys about that statement,
because that ig the kind of thing which gives the fellows the
feeling that they have a grievance, but it 1s most fallacious,
This is a statement made by one or more of the M.T. men who saw
Mr HUGHES and who made a ss&sement to him, I will now show you
g how they stood as at lst February. 0f 1915 men, the 1lst Division
| had 1650, 2nd Division 2600, 4th Division 2350, Sth Divislon 3000.
The M.T.Companies had just under 700. Naturally a statement like
that gives a very wrong impression of facts and I may tell you from
a knowledge of my own Division that there are a great many wery
. early 1915 men who have not been able to get away, they are kept
| | for various reasons - the artillery for instance be=mcause of their
' horses which we have not been able to get rid of yet. That makes
a total, excluding the M,T. men, of close on 10,000. 1915 men.
So there is plenty of .work for the 1915 M.T. men to do yet for the
same year men in other branches of the A.T.F. Approximately
1 5,000 men have left their Units here now, and in think most of them
r are still at HAVRE, so that when you got your 250 men away, as regards
your 1915 men, you will be more or less on velvet, .
Another complaint weas about the want of ,sympathy and that the
C.0. when speaking to you had rubbed it in that the M.T. had been
in "cushy jobs". I have a verbatim report of what he said,. and
although some who weepe present may have had the idea such expepessions
weee used, the whole essence of the talk which Colonel TUNBRIDGE
P had ‘with vou was &imply to put the whole case before you,
Speaking as a combatant - I have not been over the top, but I have
been ag near as I could get especially on Gallipoli,- the point
we take 1is that administrative services have certain advantages
during the campaign, I mean to say, the fellows who have been up
near the front - at GUEDECOURT and FLERS and up the MENIN ROAD -
will agree that the administrative man has an ddvantage;

—
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he had his lorry, and from the nature of his work, is not called

~ . upon, and should not be called upon, to sleep in a muddy trench,
and remain in the Gas, and shell stricken Zone., That 1s not his

| job. He has long hours and hard work and weeall realise that

I without the M.T. we could not have got on at all., At the same time
there are advantages - sométimes he gets a little bit of sleep-~ any=-
how under cover- bhetter feeding and better pay. One of the dis-

‘ advantages is that so long as there are other troops, the adminis-

, trative troops have to cater for them. I have read very carefully,
this , almost verbatim,.,, speech of Colonel TUNBRIDGE, and I can find
nothing in it that could hurt the susceptibility of anybody. In no
way is there a "rubbimg it in" of the fact that, as one fellow stated,
that they had not done their job. I speak as one who has been as
near the front as my duties permitted me to be, and I have never
heard any complaints about the M.T. noy having done thelr job: but
to the contrary. I have gone through the report very carefully, and
it 1d just a plain statement of what the job was: the only fault 1s

| that there was not enough about what the 0.,C. wag doing himself, to

: try an@ get repatriation hastened for the M.T.

’ As regards the size of the Transport Service, for the
work it is called upon to esarry out, I think the wview of the man who
made the complaint is a very small one, It 1s like a platcon Comm-
ander in a battle who trles to judge hls divisional or Corps CGmmandﬂrb
He sees just a small bit and has no chance of seeing the main con-
gideration and requirements. I can assure you that the Corps Commander
who happens to be on leave at the preseht, has gone into the matter
most carefully with the 0.C. of the M.T., and with the Army Authoritges
and sSo one. By no means has the matter been let lie fallow, and every
consideration has been carefully weighed, with a view to reducing as
much as possible, the work and the requirements from the administrative

- services, ,For instance, a good deal of the ratloning work has been

| put on to the Horse Transport. Directly it is possible to do so
with due regardnto the comfort ofyeur brother diggers iIn Infantry,
and Artillery and so on, the cleosing in of the area occupled by the

X Corps will be done, and 1s being done gradually, but of course it is

\ not fair to crowd men now, when there 1s no real necessity for it;

1 what we want to do is to have the grwal majority made as comfortable
as possible under the clrcumstances, Of course you know that early
in December, the Director of M.T. Services applied for fresh men,
polnting out that you could not get your lelsure, and could not go
in for things that other troops were able to go inffor, such as

' Education, games, gojng to see places of interest from an Educational

*  and Technical point of view, unless the sirength of the M.T. was broughi
up in sore way, either by reinforcements or by transfers from other
units, NHaturally a great number of men were not very keen on changing

They wre on & good wicket for the time belng at any rate. About 30

men from each Division came to the M.T., and of those about 50% qual-

ified and are now actually M.T. Drivers, Then we asked - and I tbok

g good deal of trouble to try anf get mentto transfer- that these

men should not get Temporary Drivers pay, but should be teeated in

all respects as permaneht men, allowed to keep thelr own colours,

as wegl as the M.T. colours, and so on. The mumber of men taught

driving was very small indeed, Naturally one could not tell off many

Officers for the duty, but Bhe supply had run dry, and very few men

came forward, or have qualifiled, Then again there were a certain

number of Infantry reinforcements in England = about 7000=:. The

D.M.T.E. went over to interview the man, and approximately 100 weee

got for the M.T. Services, very few of whom had any knowledge of

motore, these men mre now being trained. Of course it is not every
man who will become a motor-lorry driver, and some of them, perhaps,

find it is not to their taste, so that I should think 1f we got 50

of those men we will be lucky. I may tell you that we are still

trying to get men from England, as they have stopped the flow of

general Infantery Reinforcements,
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Then, there was a statement that there was an average of 25% over
steength of drivers in the 2nd and 4th Aust:M.T.Coys. That state-
ment was about the 8th inst.,when the avtual state of the 2Znd M.T.
Company, was 19 drivers under Establishment, and 20 in the 4th M.T.
Company., Of course the men were training to become drivers, but
until a man can drive you cannot put him on strength because he can=-
not take the place of the driwer.,

Another complaint was that only so many vehicles per company
were being used for supplies and that the remainder were being emp-

| loyed on joy riding. When asked what he meant, the man that made that

| statement said that " rumning the Infantry and Artillery blokes round

: the country sightseeing". That was the settiled policy of the Prime
Minister of Australia, Sir John Monash himself, W@ then Commanding the
Corps, and the present Corps Commander, so that menwould be able to
see those places of Interest as an educational facility, and T think
that you will agree that undoubtedly & lot of the diggers, will never
have a chance again of seeing the Architecture, fodr Instance, of places
l1ike Brussels, and that if 1t is possible to dé it, it Is a very sound
thing that they should have such facilities, and inter alla, the drivers
themselves, have a chance of seeing these places, That maekes a certain
amount of wérk, but it is for the benefit of the number of the force.

Then there was ax statement by this particular complainant,
that Colonel TUNBRIDGE had stated thaet until there were 257 over
strength of drivers in all the companlies, he could nmot recommend any
personnel for repatriation. ,.#hat Colonelpy TUNBRIDGE actually sald
was-ml had it on fairly goode neeto go before a Court of Law, out-
gdde Colonel, TUNBRIDGE altogether - that he was trying to get as far
as possible 55% over sirengthnof drivers for the work, so that the
men could be given facllities for education, for going to see games,
sport=s, reces, and so on, and in fact getting 1ln some small degree,
the benefits that thelr brother diggers in other services were getting,
though not being tled down by meams of thelr work and thus prevented from
going to see these things. O0f course the apparent over stirength
would be the fresh men who were belng trained to take the place of the
older men in the forces

You will see, so far as T have been able to put before you,
exactly what these fellows have been sayhng, and which has caused a
considerable amount of uneasiness in the mind of Sir John Monash,
because he thinks from these statements that the M.T. are not having
a fair go. We&l, I hawe been very carefully into It, and I think
that, as far as possible you have got a falr do, and I just wanted
you to be very fully sedzed up with what has been done, so that you
can go back, and if you are satlsfied with yoursekves, you can assure
others that so far as kRixE the M.T. are concerned, and I think, right
throughkt out the A.I.F. everything is belng done that can be done
to make the thing falr and aquare,

There is just one point that T want to touch on before you
agk any questionss xow all know that those Generasl Instructions for
Repatriation which have been lssued, and which have been very carefully
gone into by the Director General and his Staff 1in England, Thare
have been certain cases nf men who for various reasdns, hvae heen repatmi
riated. I know of one instance of one man who got repatriated, who
perhaps, from the point of view of his comrades should not have been,

I can assupe you that this is not the case, The case was put up ag they
a2ll have to be put up. As Divisional Commander, if any man comes before
me, and wants early repatriation, I ask him his reasong, and I put

those reasons on papee, and I have to send them to the Repatriatlion
Department, and to say whether I can recommend it or not. Supposing

a man says that his wife has died, and he has children in Australia

with no one to look after them. Of course there are some men who

if they found a yarn like that would go down without any verification,
would spin it. We have no means of verifying it.

— .r-'l.\-
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nDThe Director General's Department #n Léndon, verify it by means of a
_ cable to Australla, and they are the sole judges as to whether a man
4 shall go or not. So, whatever I =ald as a Divisional Commander; goes
for nothing at all - I speak from experience right from the start of
Repatriation., Even in cases whére I have said, " I dont think this
fellow 1s playing the game: I know of a great many more deservingcases
on their statements, which T have sent formard ", T have found that
T in some cases, that particular case has been selected and the man has
gone , whereas, what appeared to be the more desgerving cases did not
80 0f course the whole facts of the cases are not before me, but
they do come before the Director General and his Departiment, who are
the sole Arbiters. If there is a feellng that someone has been repat-
o riated, who should not have heen, I can assure you it has nothing to
- do with the people here. I can say that from my own experience,
Now I want to get the general feeling amongst you., I want
& to know if these polnts which I have touched upon, those complaints
| which have beem made, and the explanations which have hben glven are
perfectly clear to you, and if you think that there is any matter
5 that I have touched upon, which still wants clearing up. Are you all
perfectly satlisfied as to the replies which have heen glven to these
complaints made by certain individuals.?.

L

A DELEGATE I am not satlsfied. T have a pamphlet here, lssued by
| Eir Jonn Monash in which he distinetly says that every man will go
% in his turn, and we have not had our turn,

. Gs0.Ce Do you read that to mean that every man should gp home
In the order in which he enlisted,

DELEGATE I mean that a man who left Australia a year after we did -
should not go back before us like they are doing, I am a 1915 man.

GeOsCe come 1914 men have not gone back yet. My understanding
ol the General Instructions is that the first policy is that the men
g0 back to Ausiralia, so far as it can possibly be arranged, in the
order in which they enlisted. It is manifestly impossible for them
to maeke a roll in the order in which men enlisted right throughout
the A,T.F., and to send the first 1000 on that roll back again, The
first four or five dradts that went were worked on Embarkation, but
now it is enlistment. I am not in agreement on that question of

- enllstment, but it has been accepted by the Government of Australila,
and we have to do it., The date of enlistment was selected because at
that ,dagde the man was taken away from his c¢ivil employment and com-
menced to be made into a soldier, That was your own Government who
decided that, outside even MrHUGHEE, who was over here,

DELEGATE Of course figures ban be made into anything., I can
ggaranteeethat, all the lorries are not necessary, because many of
them are constantly idle.,

“ G.0.C. rou mean that there is an unnecessary number of lorries
detalned, and, therefore that entails an unnecessary number of drivers,

DELEGATE res, Two drivers to every lorry.

G.0.C, xou are bound to have two men on every lorry.

DELEGATE res, but one man could be a 1918 man, He has only %o
811 at the back and pull a rppe.

G.0.C. I am not quite sure of the regulation in that regard
but I think he has to take the place of the driver should anything happer
tﬂ him . +
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ANOTHER DELEGATE, I drive an ambulance. Two cars do practically
all our ambulance work, and yet all our cars are on the road .
every day. I have an order here from General HCOBBS, complaining
about thefts in the army, All the anbulance cars are joy-riding,
and when T get back to Australia, T have to pay fir that petrol,
and yet I am belng kept here for joy-riding about the country
with elivilians and O0fficers,

G.0.Ce Undoibtedly, ambulances sre used for that occaslionally,
and so far as I am able to do it, speaking for the Corps Corm-
ander, it will be stopped. At the same time, I cannot agree with
you, that because two ambulances are used for the ordinary work,
it 1s not necessary to betain more. Supposing an epedemic broke
out ?. I acn assure you that measures have been taken to reduce
the number to the minimum, considered by the Director of Medical

- Serviges, to be necessary, If an epldemic broke out amongst the
bogws now, we have to have three spare ambulances,

DELEGATE, It has not been during the War,

G.C.Cs We have hed to supplement the Ambulances with Lorries.,

DELEGATE . We could use lorries now if an epidemic broke out,

G.0.C. There is something in whatbyou say, and all that I can
say 1s that measures have heen taken already,

DELEGATE. They are plcking out men to send to Australia, who left,
perhaps, two years after me, because, perhaps, they are going to
study the Bible and paliry excuses like that,

Ge0Delos Give me & concrete instance,

, 8  DELEGATE, A man 1n the Ambulance, Roy £t.George, and Percy Rogere,
| in the 2nd Field Ambulance,

G.0.C. He has gone back as a Unlversity student., That is not
cormmon to the M.T. alone, We have to send any Officer, N.C.0. or
Private, who has his studies to complete, and all who wanted to
go have gone, It 1s the Government of Australia who has given
that order,

DELEGATE. Men who enlisted in 1916 are going every day.

G.0.Cs That Is & wide statement. We have no hold over the Director
General and his staff, They are the only people who can know whether
a man 1s reallydeserving of early repatriation.. As regards the M.T.
both your Commanding Officer and the Corps Commander, have made
Very strong representations against men of later categories being

- allowed to go, except under such distressing clrcumstances, as the
whole of their mates would recognise, as being absdlutely a necsssity.

i % I do not think that it has happened, except in a case or two, that

I have mentioned.,

DELEGATEE T have seen men from the Tunnellers going. One man who
enlisted in 1916 was attached to our Column, He was recalled to
go back in his turn to his Battalion., He was an Infantry man.,

G.0.C. It 1s Impossible to make one roll for the A.I.F. There are
the Corps Troops and the five Divisions, and in'turn within their
own recources, they flnd these Quotas of 1000 men, Even in the Dive-
isions they flnd that they cannot go on the date of enlistment al-
together, A Division i1s divided into three groups and each group
finds a quota in succession,
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DELEGATE., There was an agreement made that we should all
be home and discharged 4 months after the War aws over, The
war was over on the llth November,

G.0.C. Dont you believe it., The war 1s not over until PEACE
1s declared, I will ask the meeting thelr opimion about the
war: being over, all being sensible fellows,

SEVERAL DELEGATES We all realise that the war 1d not over.

-? G.0.C. The war -is not over, and that clause about 4 months after

| The war has been declared abrogated by the Governor General in
Councill, and the Ministers in Austiralia, and they have brought
in an act saying that the war s over on the date that they mentlon.
Strenuous efforts are being made to get you all home, They
hope that Peace will be signed about June, |

ANOTHER DELESATE, They have sent the 1214 men home accordlng to
Embarkation, and from now 1t is by enlistment, and if a man has
not got & job he cannot go backs.s I know a man who landed on
Gallipoli: He Yjas a wife at home, and he cannot get home before
x the 1916 men because he has no job to go to. . Hls name is
WHITECROEE: He is a 1915 man.,

A DELEGATE, I am representing the 2nd M.T. There appear to be
some exaggerations in that letter from Mr .HUGHES, xou mention,
as an instance, the worlk of December being 50% greater than in
October and November, That arcse from our having to shift up
from the back areas, and in some iInstances lorries did four or
five, and six trips over 100 kilos. A fair percentage of the
Infantry who have heen attached to M.T. Companies have some know-
ledge of driving, and although it 1s necessary, sometimes, to
have the men, 1t is very seldom that the first driver will allow
one of those men to take the wheel, Another point raised was,
that the Engineers and Artlllery have been detained through not
being able to get rid of their horses. That 1s no reason why
the M.T. should be held up. |

G.0.C. That was only put forward to show that the M.T. were not
the only people held back,

DELEGATE = Speaking about the Workshop, I can say that for our
own Company, we had an efficiency 12 months ago of 920%, so we
could never have 20 lorries In workshop,

G.0.C. That 1s dnly the average.

DELEGATE, I do not see that there has been any off-set, so far
against the Demobilization of the 1215 men in their turn, pro-rata
with other Units. Our grevliance 1s that we are not getting a fair
allottment of men away who are due to return to Australia, Delay
of the 1915 men means delay of the 1916 men, All other units in the
A.I,F, are reducing thedr establishments to enable men to get away,
e Since hostilities ceesed it Has not been found necessary to trans-
| port amminition, This has released two sections of lorries whose
; crews and C,0.8, number 70 men. At the time of the signing of the
Armistice our sbkkength of 1915 men was 150, To date only 50 of
thesex men have been grahted thelr release, whereas other Units are
now Demobilizing men up to 121€6--+March, Reduction of Divisional
troops means a reduction of transport also.

G.0.C. The first point you made was that you are not getting your
. fair allottment of men away to Australia, In view of what I have
said, do you still consider that is so.

DELEGATE T will deal with that, 70 men are released from Ammunition
We are fairly representative of the M.T. here, and T am sure that
each has a full working knowledge., I do not thiank that anybody here
can say that 1t 1s absolutely necessary to keep the full War Estab-
lishment of lorries
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G.0.C. We know that and we have heen trying hard to get rid of

some of the lorrles, speaking from the Corps!' polnt of view, but
| it 18 a moat complicated business, You cannot dump the lorries
i down In HAVRE or NAMUR, and leave them, There seems to be a mis-

J understanding as to the role of the administrative gervices, which
Includes the M.T. Of course they must naturally be behind to a lim-
ited extent iIn Demobilization,

GENERAL CARRUTHERS They cannot be disbanded absolutely sgide by side,
You cannot disband a man of the administrative services alongside

a man of the Infantry. |

DELEGATE We are 12 months behind,

G.0.C. Your proportion in the whole of the M,Te 1is 700 to 10000 in the
other arms of the service up to lst February. Since that date between
4000 and 5000 men of these divisions have left their Unite on Repat-

- riation and gone to HAVRE. :

; DELEGATE. We have lost 30 men out of our Unit, and there are six units
' G.0.C. I understand 100 have gone and 100 are going from whole of M.T.

on the 21lst, Out of your %00 men you will have lost appraximately
between 200 and 250 men by the 2l1st February, Take my 4th Division,
I have a 1ist of 1915 and early 1916 men, and according to their
numbers we allott the vacancies in the next Quota. Supposing one

i unit has 250 1915 men, and the next three units have no 1915 men-
those three units do not get any representation in that quota at all,
The same principle is adopted amongst the Corps Troops. |
DELEGATE We seem to be 12 months behind, and we see no valid reason.
It 1s distinctly ststed by Sir John lMonash that there should be no
distinction at a}l and that every man should have his rights. The
majority of the Infanbry units have sent all their 1915 men and are
getting on to their 1916 men. :

G.0.C. There are 10000 1915 men of the divisions still here in feb=-
ruary. I know that in the first few drafts a few 1916 men went from
my dlgislion, but that was because the Units who sent them had to send
their quota of men, In the 4th Division I still have 2350 mEm 1915

- meén., The next quota will be composed of all 1915 men, except that
with that quote, will go any men ordered by the Department of Repat-
riation & Demobilization for Non-Military Employment, early Repat-
riatlion and extenddd leave, That has given the impression in some
quarters that 1916 men weee going. In fact I was told the other day
that 1917 men were going, and I found that it was 804 When the boys
heard in one case that the mans wife had Just died, and he had six

! chlldren who were left on a farm, 1t wes all eéxplalined. '

' - GENARAL CARRUTHERE You will not believe that your 1915 fellows are
getting away as fast as the divisions., To begin with T do not think
you can expect the I.T., Units to get away quitesso fagt as the Inf-
antry. In the second place I think you are Wrong in your facts. You
-think that the 1915 men of the M.T. are being kept back mere than they
really are, |
DELEGATE I was at Colonel TUNRRIDGES speech at the 2nd M.T. and I
clearly understoad that he aaid "You have been in cushy jobs and you
‘cannot expect to get away ".(Voices,"That is quite rightV)

ANOTHER DELECGATE Ee sald "There are advantages and disadvantages in
end M,T. DELEGATE He sald "You have not had to submit to the same
hardships™, I meintain that the Government was 80 pleased wlth the
skill we showed that they gave us a higher rate of pay. We do not
€ee any reason why we should not get away when our turn comes.,

il
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Ge0eCs:~ Speaking for General HOBBS, 1 can assure you that every
effort is being made to get you away on a line with the infentry. Of
course the 1nfantry go quicker than the Artillery, and the artillery
wanted to know the reason, and we had to tell them 1t was because of
the horses, and now we are getting rid of the horses. We cannot put
10,000 horses into a paddock and let ten men look after them and
eventually let someone come along and buy them. We are getting rid
of those in exactly the same way as we are getting rid of the
necessity of detaining more M.T. than we require. The aree that we
cover is closing in now but mé the same time we must consider the
£ men, and personally speaking I would not allow my men to be so closed
in that they would be uncomfortable, even though it does mean that
. a driver of the A.A.S5.C. i8 kept back a month or more. His job 18 to
do his administrative work and ipso facto- through being sn edminist-
rator - he has to stey a little longer than the other fellow and I dont
it is falr to the other fellow to give him any discomforts beyond
what we are absolutely bound to give hime A man has now a certein
t degree of comfort which he has not had before during the war snd it
s is only right.
ﬁ DELEGATE. I dont think anyone here imagined that the M.T. should bhe
/ Demobilised at once. They realise they should stay here for some time.
Gs0.Cs As far as I can see the only ones who van judge sre the Corps
| Cammander and the officers of the M.T. who are cognisant of all the
‘ circumstences of the case. You, personally, see with a limited view;
I se the Divisional view and perhspps a little beyond 1t but I cannot
see the Army @ommenderd view nor the Commander in Chief's.
DRLEGATE, I take<vit we sre fairly observant. Can you explain these
232 lorries and 70 men? Will they be meeded agein®
CENERAL CARRUTHERS. The lorrlies have not been stending ldle.
DELEGATE. The drivera' delegate from the 2nd lM.T. has been doing
< 20 kilos & day with one EmmdXm bale of paper.
GEHERAL CARRUTHERS. Whatc job are you on?
2nd MeTe Fourth Army papers. For the last fortnight
T have been going from Charlerol to Florennes and have hsd from one
to one and half cwt each day.
GENERAL CARRUTHERS. The difficulty was recognised and a decision
was made to send them by an ambulance.
G.0.Cs Dont you recognise that the distribution of these papers is
a great help to the men.
DELEGATE. Yes, Sir. -
G.0.Cs How better can you tell us fram-ynur knowledge, that this
can be done.,
DELEGATE. TWe have a Ford and s CRossley Box Car standing in our
Column. They could easily do the work that two lorries esre doing.
Ge0eCe I am ot competent to judge that. It may be that those cars
are available In which case it 1s bad management.
DELEGATE. The 4th Division paper officer, ILieut. SMITH told me
he has tried to get a light car for 1it.
ANOTHER DELFEGATE. Would it not be possible to have the Repatriation
Precedence Roll posted up at & Coy Headquarters, so that every man
can see his position.
Ge0eCese The orders are that it shall be posted up and we will see
that 1t 1s done. That is & very legitimate grievance.
CENERAL CARRUTHERS. 1Is it the case in the other Coys that the
Precedence Rolls are not posted 7
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DELEGATE :- 18t M.Te :~- We can see Ourses.

DELEGATE :- 3rd MeT. :- We can always see our roll.

DEIFGATE :- 4th MeT. := I understand that purs will be posted this
morning. It is some satisfaction to know how these things are
going, otherwise everyone is 1ln suspence.

G.0.C. Thers is nothing to be concealed about Repatriatlion at all.
Th 007 of my Units, the more public it was made the more satlsfled
the fellows were. That 1s what we want. |
DELECATE.:=- Is 1t correct that the 0.C. has power to step over one
man wnen his turn comes ? '

G.0.Cs := I speak under correction; I am not a lawyer. He can mark
you in your place on the Repatriation Roll as being indispensable.
DELEGATE. :- We would say that no N.C.0. or man is indé&spensable,
otherwise no promotion would ever occur in the A.I.Fy, The men 1n
our Unit are refusing promotion; it means that they would have to
stay duringy the pleasure of the Government.

GeOeBo:= I think amongst other things your 0.C. has put that up

and he has tried to not only make the pay of the drivers who become
temporary drivers drivers perminent until they get back Lo Australla
but also that the pay of temporary NeCoO's. should be permanant so
as to glve them some recompense for taking on the jobe

DELEGATE. The main point is that they miss their turn of golng
back.
GeOeCe:= We have to have N.C.0s. and Officers who will stay. Ve
have to have certain mechanies. Dont you recognise that?

DELEGATE. :~ I dont think so. If I went away the next man would
take my position.

G.0sC¢ := The 0.Ce Oof the Coy is the one, who takes the responsib-
T1Tty. If the Government an¥ " there has been undue destruction of
machinery by incompetent men your OeCe will say " I had to
Repatriate the other mechanics"” they would say you had no business
to repatriate them. If, as mechanics, they could not bhe replaced,
you should have kept them."

DELEGATE.:- Everyone in the army 1s supposed to have an understudy.
0+0.0.:= You know that mechanics have not been able to be replaced.
There are cases of men who are absolutely indEspensable. You cannot
replace an Orderly Room Sergeant, and he, poor devil, is stuck there
untll the records sre handed over to the War Records Section of the
AeTF

DELEGATE. :~ Supposing he goes sick or dies?

GeOeloes= That 18 an act of God.

2 DELEGATE. := There are men of late enlistment and men from the
Flying Corps who could relfave these others, and there are the
Ammunition Parks. In our Column we have heen working harder since
the Armistice than before. We have been attached to the 4th and 5th
Divisions. All we have had to relieve us is 42 men who have been
taught by the drivers and this has made the work harder.

Ge0eCeo := The Park Sections mem will be distributed amonpst the
Columms.

DELECATE. := When Colonel TUNBRIDGE visited our section, which is
the 3rd, he told us we were going home the last of our class as we
were indispensable I would like to know something definfte on that.
Are we gbing home on equal rights with the other branches of the
A.T.Fe or is 1t when we can be spared.
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Ge0eCs := We cannot send you until you cen be spared. Within your
own Unit you go with your individual rights but colleetlively as an
Administrative 8ervice you must be behind the others. Suppose we
get the A.T,F. right down to 5,000 men. There must be a proportion
of administrative services, no matter what their date of enlistment.
DELEGATE, :=- Colonel TUNBRIDGE sald you were going home the last of
our class. Now it 1s understood that we are going home on equal rights
with other branches of the A.I.F, If a man enlisted in 1915 he might
go home with the last of hids class we are quite willing torhave that
but 1s he goling hame then or when he can bBe spared? Are we on equal
rights with other branches of A.I.F.
Ge0sCe = The M.T. are grouped with Corps Troops as ageainst Divisions.
The whole of the A.I.F. 1s divided #nto 5 Divisional Groups,Corps Troops
Group, The quotas are allptted in succession. The 1st Division, owlng
to having less 1915 men than I have, may be sending away a lot of 1916
men before I have finished my 1915 men in the 4th Divisione My Quota
may be 14 days later than the 1st Division and supposing Corps Troops
follows the 4th Division you would be that number of days behind the
4th Division, even though your men weee of earlier snllstment. The
Demobilisation Instructions lay down-that we must Iinsure the adminlet-
retion of the troops here, and for that purpose sufficient administrative
troops must be kept here to admintster the troops of the Divislons and
Corps and so on, who remain in the countrys As the other troops contract
there 1s not the same need. Say 1f there were 2,000 administrative troop:
and 1890 can do the work. In accordance with the number of lomg service
men, & certaln number is allotted to the M.T. say 30« the 0.C. looks
down the llsts of the various Coys and sees that one Coy has 20 1915
men and another Coy has 5 and he allots the vacancles proportionately,

Y DELEE%TE. i= I think the 3rd M«Te is practically the M.T in France

_ now, because the lst M.T. men have gone home, Are we going home' when

& we can be spared,
Gs0.Ce:= If you can he spared you go in the next Corps Troops Allot-
ment.
DETEGATEs := If we could ndt be spared we could not go then?
5-0-5. s - Q,Tlitﬂ 804
DELEGATE. :- Is it a fact that 1916 and 1917 men of other Units will
be going home IHXAMK and the M.T. kept here. Is there a table that we
are working to?
Ge0DsCs 1= Yes,
DELECATE. 3= That 1s not what Colonel TUNBRIDGE told us.
Ge0.C. := He said "Everything has been and 1s being done by me to
enable all allotments to be filled and to give you the same priviliges
as other Units" He means the allotments you are enabled to get with
Corps Troops, and he tries to get the men away to fill those allotments.
DELEGATE. :- He grouped them Iinto classes, and the class seems to be
the Whole trouble. Forinstance in one class there were the men who
enlisted in July 1915. All the diferent men who enlisted in July 1915
right throygh the Army were to go home as a group and he said that we
would maturally be the last of our class.
Ge0eCs := At that time a lot of those matters were not cleared up.

: DELEGATE, := In our particular case the Bulk of the men allx came
away together. I should say 757 of them.

- G+0.Ce := The only way to get over that difficulty wlll be to gradually

draft into your compamy men of shorter service so that they can relleve
the longer serviice mene

e
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GeOsCo:= (continued):- The unfortunate part is that, the show being
over to all intents and purposes, the Impression 1s thet the infantry
man seys "I am not going to do horse transport wr motor transport work
now. I am not going to do this job and be retalned doing hard work
nowe I have done my job "over the top". The only thing that would
perhapps help me 1s if I got the 2/- a day more and remain a driver _
until T go back to Australla." We are asking the authorities to do it
~in order to help you. We put 1t forward bBu#k T have no hope that 1t
will be passed. , ,
— DELECATE. := Has each Unit the right to put you down on the Demobil-
isation Roll according to their own 1dea? I have a case in point of
a men who enlisted in March 1915 and left in April: he 1is 20th on the
list of N.C.08. whereas in the last quota that went home there is a man
who enlisted In September 1915 and came away in June 19186.
GoOeCe := Do you know if he went in the ordinary course or for some
specisl resson.
DELEGATE. := I could not say.
GeDeCe := After these Rolls are put up, any men who thinks he is in
a wrbng position can appeal to a board. You would appeal to the Board
constituted by Corps Troops. Any man who thinks he 1s in a wrong pmmiix
bdace on the roll, can see a Board of Appeal., I have had 5§ or 6
cases on my Division, one has been upheld and the other men have been
quite satisfied.
DELEGATE. := 1Is it optional for the Officers to do 1t?
GENERAL CARRUTHERS:- Do you meamn is the officer allowed to put down
men according to his own fancy?
DELEGATE. := Yes,
GENERAL CARRUTHERS ;= That is not so at alle.
DELECATE 2nd MeTe:= One of the main troubles Is classing the men as
Indispensable. Personally I dont know of any man who is iddEspensable °
GeOsCe := I have shown you that the mechanic 1s indispensable. The
0.Ce of your Coy is the responsible man.
DELEGATE.:= It 1s a very elastic term.
Ge0eCe := It has got to be. The Demobilisation Instructions provide
T Where the Unit forms part of a Division, The Divisionsl Commender
Will meke arrangements to have this work carefully supervised and Co-
ordinated and will provide a Tribunal and decide upon any appeal against
the C.Ols decision that may be brought forward. It is antieipated
that a number of Unlts of the A.I.F. at present not forming part of a
Division wlll be attached to ane or the other of the Divisions for
Repatriation purposes and willm come under the durisdiction of the
Divisional Commander for this supervision." . There is a Corps Troops
Board. You can tell your Company Commender " I am not satisfied with
my place on the roll, Sir. I wish to be brought before the Corps Tribsd
unal to put my case before them." And he is bound to allow that.
GENERAL CARRUTHERS. := Every man in the A.I.F. has received a Demobil- .
Isation Pamphlet telling him of these things.
DELEGATE.:- There are cases of men refusing promotion to N.C.08 rank
and also of N.CeOs. refusing promotion to higher renk. The reason is
that on Demobilisation they revert to their previous rank and therefore
they get thelr discharge at a lower rate than their Active Service Rank,
which applies to the M.Ts now that Hostllitles have ceased in the
same way a8 1t did before.
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Ge0sCe:= I personally on Col. Tunbridge's very strong recommendation

for the second time put that forward and asked that the Authorit§es

should zmmnxkdsre very carefully consider that and allow them to retain the

high rank. You can tell your men that that has been dealt with as far

as we can deal with it. Of course Mr. Hughes and the G.0sCe, Ael.F.,

and the Commonwealth CGovernment, are the ones to deal withlt.

DELEGATE.:= Even and N.C.0. or a driver taking an N.C.0O's position has

to sign a document stating that he will stay here for an indefinite

- period which debars him from his proper place on the Demobilisation
Roll. Why should he have to forgo his position on the roll because he
accepts promotion? |
GeDele 3= That has been put forward to hligher authority, and the reason
why your C«.0. requested men to sign the document was to ensure that there
would be N«.CeOs. In my own Division the men were taklng promotion and
saying " I will be promoted and I am golng away tomorrow" The promotion
from a military point of view, was of no use to the Unit 1n that case.
Now we have to look to the good of the Unit and that was Col. Tunbridge's
idea in asking men to sign the document, but at the same time, he 1is
trying his best to get the men who do teake the promotlon the full beneflits
as regards pay and status until they get back to Aushralla.
A DELEGATE.:= Can you state any time when they are likely to get any
benefit from that?
GeDeCo:= A letter was sent away about a month ago and I have since sent
two reminders, but I have not had any reply to it yet as it may have
been cabled to Australia.
DELEGATE. := A month ago most of the N.C.Os were approached and asked
IT they would accept promotion, and were told that they would have to
slgn a document that they would remain with thw Unit. OSome of the men
slgned 1t. At that time we were given to understand that we carrled
the rank right back to Australia. About a fortnight after we sligned 1it,
an order came out that only men who were promoted before the Armistice
retained their rank. In the Case of Headquarters refusing to conflrm
those ranks can those men withdraw or are they bound down? Bvery man
was mislead.
Ge0eCe:= I think you ought to be allowed to give them up, but I will put
it to the Corps Commander . Of course as the number of N.C.0s was reduced
even the fellows who signed #fit would be sent awaye. I think I can promlse
you, for the Corps Commander, that 1f 1t was signed under a misconceptlon
like that you would be allowed to give Xk up your position.
A DELEGATE. :-= According to previous remarks, Col. Tunbridge attaches a
1ot of Importance to gattinﬁ reinforcements from other arms. I take it
the matter of bringing the Units up to establishment is considered
important.
GeDelo := Yes.
DELEGATE. := I had a personal experience of men coming from Divisions
We had fifty of them and I told them they would only get temporary rank
and they would revert to privete on marching out to hospital or on
Demobilisation. A batch of about 15 turned it down and some of them
were belng tested and were good men. That 1s from the Drivers point of
views.
GeOsCe := I have put it in that light-
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DELEGATE: - There 1s a Corporal in our Workshops who is attached under

the Education System and they will not allow him to keep his Rank there.

| * Hle is a good man and they will not allow him to go back to hls Battin,
even though his time has expired.
A DELEGATE:- Supposing the numbers of the A.I.F. diminish to say
40,000 is the same number of lorries to be kept up.
3.0.C. No. Every effort will be made to cut down the lorrieg because
it 1s expense the whole time, though it (cutting down) cannot go so fast
as 1t looks it ought to go. One reason is that the Diggers don't
like being moved. They know the people and we have to try and make life
a8 comfortable as possible here during the time they. are being retalned.
Personelly in my Division I am trylng to meke the next shift last

2 another couple of months.

DELEGATE:=- It 18 very hard to make our boys beleive that the 1915 men
, cannot be let go now. I am quite sure they could say to-morrow that

allkx the 1915 men could get away at once, and it would not lead to

eny organisarion.

G. Oe Ua The 1915 men are going as faptas pessible now.

DELEGATE 5th M,T.Coy:= A sore point-with the men taking promotion is
that when they revert it takes a lot of explaining when they get Home
Ge0esCoes= I have put that point to the authorities,

DELEGATE: = There is another point, that the wo¥k should be reduced to
a miminum the boys do not object to the oiling, but they do object

to the continually cleaning. Cannot we get German prilsoners,

GeOuCozm We have tried to get them for all sorts of things and

it is most diffdcult.

-~
.—*’(

General Carruthers:= There is the difficulty of looking after
prisoners, IT you are golng to spred German Prisoners all through

the M.T. Companies you have to look after them. These fellows are
prisoners and cannot be turned loose anywhere, The lorries of the
Park Sectlon are goling to be sét aside and Parked up so as to make
the Drivers avallable for the rest &f the M.T, in order to set free
men whose turn to get away, and it will not be necessary to have so
many men loocking after those Park Sections, It might be possible
to get German Prisoners for the cléening of those lorries, which
would enable us to reduce the numbers employed on them,

DELEGATE: - About the cushy jobs, certainly the men have a place to
sleep in, although 1t is pretty cold in the winter., I have seen men
coming in after 20 hours contimmal work and a lot of that time under
shell-fire, On the average lorry there are about 5000 bolis and they
have to be screwed up which all means work for the drivers, At present
the driver returns from & tao L0 hours work, he then hes to fill up
with oll and petrol, and perhaps has to change a broken spring.
Ge0sCo:= This is nét part of repatriation. All these conditions have
been gone into. I have heard Colonel TUNBRIDGE speaking about them
to the Corps ommander and I can assure you that it all has been taken
into considerfition, Of course we can get nothing now so we have %o
make the best of what we have got

General CARRUTHERS:- I think it has rather rankled with these men
that they should be accused of having a cushy Hob. I think that what
was meant a@as rather that the casualtles in the M.T. have nog been so
heavy as in the Infantry and in certain respects they have not had so
hard a time as the man in the trenches, It was not intended to convey
that they have had a cywshy job, but that of the two they had had
sllightly less of a vilianpus time than the mean in the trenches,
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DELEGATE., 2nd M.T.Coy:~ In regard to Non-Military Employment, this
scheme ,we understand, was inaugerated by the Commonwealth with a
view to asgsisting Overseas trocps generally, granting equal rights
for everybody. Of all the applications submitted By the 2nd Aust:
M.T.Company only three have been granted,and we think that if any
benefit could be derived from the scheme and the Commonwealth could
be shown any reward for it's endeavours, we, as a technical Unit,

\ deserve some recognition under the scheme, Wle claim that the scheme
is Intended to assist the A.I.F. generally 1ln the higher standards of
technical education, so that soldiers might improve and complete their
education commercially, having been forced to neglect it whilst giving
their services to the country.

Gs 0e Co - You have had the advantage in the M.T. of stlicking to your

trade,
DELEGATE:- In the majority of cases the men have lost nothing in that
respect. In this matter also man have been detained from going to

England on the ground that they are indespensable. We have only had

three men sent away, - _

G, 0. Co No application has been turned down has it.?,

DELEGATE. A rider has been added "When his sefvices cen be spared",.
In every instance where fellows have been claimed by firms in Great

3 Britian, the applications have been forwarded to our own Q.C. and a

. rider has been added "This man is indespensablel, A man has

gacrificed, say, two or three years of his life and it would be a great
benefit to him to get away to this employment. ~
e Do 8% There is no reason why he should not get it when he can go
A 1917 man might lave a very ggod case indeed for the Nen-Military
Employment and he goes away, Then the fellows say "This ie rather a

T good business. Not only do we benefit ourselves but we get out of the

job here", What if 30. men in your Company of late Catggory weee

iven that employment, it delays the other men getilng away. You have

o say "Certainly you can go and get these jobs but thereby you must

not delay men being repatriated in their turn, which will happen if

you go away now' Every endeavour has been made to let these men get

away, when they can be let go. -

DELEGATE: - I think there is a grievance to that effect,

Gs Qs G If T were of late Category myself "I would say., If my

going away delays Smith, a 1815 men, I will not take it until my turn

comes to go" |

DELEGATE: - Personally I know of early 1915 men being refused when

they have been due for, Repatrlation.,

G. Q0. G, If the early 1915 men have been refused on account of

other men going away, It 18 not just and I shonld like a concrete

case put up. I know that Colonel TUNBRIDGES idea, He says "I will

not put any man forward who will push another man out of his turn for

Repatriation®. In the horse transport men have come to me and when

I have put it like that they were perfectly agreeable to wait for theilr

turn to come round, It would be grossly unfair to let men of late

categories go, and so make the others indispensable,

DELEGATE: - If the 1915 men were given the opportunity to go it would

- speed everything up. Supposging we had a 1915 man who was almost due

g to go home,and he put in an application to go to Great Britian.?,
G. 0. C. If I were your 0.C. I would say "Certainly you may go" Of
course in a technical Unit it is very hard to let men go. That is
one of the reasons why Colonel TUNBRIDGE made such stress on getting
these 1918 and 1917 men to come and take the places of . the 1915 men.

3 . I think it will help us greatly 1f the Government would give us the
extra pay for Drivers,
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DFLEGATE: = Do you know if there 18 an adequate number of reinforcements:
in Great Britain, :
G. Os C.:=- We have got évery man that we can lay our hands on, I waat
Jou fellows to tell your comrades that it has been done's, We can send
you 300 of these Infantry reinforcements, but what use would they be.?.
You can take a horse to water but cant make him drink, You can put a
man on & lorry and call him a driver, but what is the good of that.?.
A DELEGATE:- Two men were detailed to come to the 1st M.TuCny.,W/Ehaps,
as mechanics. They were mechanics by trade before the war, They
applied to be transferred to the Unit, so as to able to get 8/=. In one
case the 0.C. of the man's unit (Pioneers) denied recelving the appli- »
cation, One man was marked by our 0.C. as incompetent, and yet he has
been doing the same work since last June. On the 26th December these
two men were made atrificers, and a week later their pay-books were
2 called in, and when they got them back there wes a T In front of the
word Artificer, I think those men have a greivance,
G. C. U.2= Thoge men have their remedy in seeing their 0.C., they have
a right to go higher than that, but this is outside the Repatriation
| Question, These men can go th the Corps Commander, and from him to
L, General BIRDWOQD.,
A DELEGATE:- On 30th December a man mede an applibation for Demobilizatiag
in Scotland, and he repeated it again on th 13th January on Form 635,
His reason was that his Mother, who was 75 years of age was 111 in bed
end the Doctor advised him that he would need to get over as soon as
posgible, On that Form he was asked %Had he his wifes consent" and "Was
he guaranteaed employment"., He explained that he d4id not want employment
as he had plenty of employment and he could take his wifes consent for
granted, The Form was returnrd to him and they wanted an answer "Yes" or
| #Hn“ to these questions. The chances are that he will be too late gett-
iﬂg there,
G. O, C.:~ Give me his name and I will write to Sir John Monash,
DELEGATE: - 39708 Gunner STEWART.W.T.,, 45th Battery. 12th Brigade., A.F.A.
G. O, Coz= This is a matter for the Repatriation Departiment entirely,
I will write to Sir John Momash but I can hold out no hopes, as he
will say "He has gone into the whole facts of the case",
. DELEGATE:- Men are asked to dign a paper stating that they will atay
on until their services can be dispensed with., Can we gmet any idea of the
tim&? . ]
G. 0. C.:- None at all, The trouble is with the Labour People have to
fit up those ships and run the Rallways, and all that kind of thing.
We have been delayed .three weekk already through the sirike, The men
should go at the rate of 500 a day. If you take the Total numbers,
and add perhaps a month, you can get it,
DELEGATE:- Can you tell us approximately the number of Austrelians
| left in France.
G. 0. Coz:= T dont know accurately so I cannot tell you. So long as things
are held up by strikes you boys will be delayed. 4re there any points
you would like to mention,
DELEGATE:- Would it be possible to get a detailed report of the proceed=
ings of this morning for the members of our Unit,
G. O Cez~ Certalnly. There is no objection on my part. I only saw
a Iew Delegates because it is impossble to see a large mumber of men.,
I dont want you to go away with the idea that this meeting is in any
wey over the heads .of your N.C.0s, and Officers, because the proper
way of doing things ie throigh your 0Officers. T am not a polititian, and
I pray God I never will be. But I do want you to understand that in mo
way have T tried to go over the heads of your Officers and people,
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Colonel TUNBRIDGE said to me "I would rather not be present because
Ifeel that the boys would be rather constrained". I want you to be
assured of this, that you have had sympathetic handling from jyour
officers N.C.0'¥s, and Colonel TUNBRIDGE has been exiremely sympathetls
Tt is no good mincing matters, I am obliged to you for attending and
listening so patiently. It has been exXtremely linteresting to me,
because it has put a lot of points of view to ma@ , that T had not got
before.

A DELEGATE:- I have an application from a Corporal who applied for
6.months leave in ENGLAND, His father is in the industry of carriage
comstruction, and he desired leave so that he could study the new siyke
of carriage and alse Cars. He asked me if I would hand it to you and
see if you could give any opinion as to why it wes not accepted. The
. application has been returned with the statement that it could not be
1 anted.
| gf 0. C. If it has been turned down for the time being, that is to
say, that he camnot be spared now, it is because he would thereby
displace some 1915 men from his turn on the Roll, Where does he
come on the Roll.
DELEGATE, He is No. 5. on the list,
G. 0., C. It should certainly be forwarded to the Repatriation Dept
with an idea of when he should be able to get away. I will deal with
the ease and send a reply.back through the 0.C. I cannot answer for
whet the Department are doing in ENGLAND as they absolutely run the
whole thing.

I thank you all for your attendance and I hope generally
speaking it has cleared the atmosphere because that is what we want
to do.
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