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J-;b 165th Australian Field Ambulance, A,I,F,
)3, 25th May, 1917,

To/
G-l oi]
15th Australian Field Ambulance.

I beg to report the following evente concerning the
Bearer Sub=Division of this Unit,

On the evening of the 65th May, at ¢ p.m, Captaln Young, myself
and ninety two bearers recelilved orders to repori to liain Draaaing
Station (Map -location I, 1,c,8.8, Sheet 57C 1/40,000) taking 24
hours, and left by lotor CGnvny at about 10 p,m, arriving at
above location at about 12 midnight, Reported to C,0,, 7th Aust,
Fleld Ambulance,

6-5=~17, Proceeded to Forward Post to relive 4th Australian rield
Ambulance Bearers, Cap#ain Young was detailed to A,D.S. Central
R.,A,P, Relief suffered one casualty .when going 1n, namely -
No, 15880, Pte, Muir-Morris of wpn’ Section, sustain-
ed "Compound fracture of Right Lﬂg.
Bearing was exceedlingly heavy on aocnunt of the heat of the day
and the enemy barrage fire,

7=5=17, 9th Battalion together with Gordon Highland attacked and
partially captured BULLECOURT, Bearers worked continuously under
heavy barrage fire and succes$fully cleared casualties,

During this day we suffered the undermentioned casualtles,
of which the majority were of a slight nature,

- No, 24, Lce/Cpl, Woods, “C" Section, "H,E.right Insuinal

region,”
No, 584, Private Harnden,"B" Section, "H,E, left Leg."
No,15797, . Goodman, "A" Section, “H.E. right Inguinal
rﬁgion. ’

No, 16108,Private Druce, “B" Section, "H.E, left leg."

No, 14808 Private Fentun "B" Sectlion, (Shrap. Wd, face."

No, 8166, Private Bridger,"B" Section, .H.E.Buttnuk.“

No. 1615 Private Davis, "A" Section (This man was not evac-

uated ﬁhrﬂugh.ﬂ D,.S. but returned to Headduarters)

No, 15800, Private Do le, "C" Section, H,E, Buttock"

No, 5345, :Lue/Cpl Bownali "B Bactiun, “s'w both legs".

Were relieved by Srd Field Ambulance Bearers at 11 p.m, 7=5=17
and returned to M,D.,S., thence to Bearer fxmm Reserve Camp, FAVREUIL,

8-5=-17, The following men returned unfit to H.Q., 15th Australian

Field Ambulance.
No, 14503 Pte. Gerock, W,F,
" 8562, Bnland Woelso
Y 2619 " Aﬂhtun S.L (S1ight Gas pmxmssm poison)
" 752 = Mills, W.G
= 16l5 “ Da?ia A.F., (very slight wound)
. SOUI ) Hnlden wv.T. |

10=5=1"7 .'Relieved Captain Young at A,D.S. He returned to
Bearer Reserve Camp. g

-5-17 Captain Young and self reported to Major Bond, A,C,P. at
a.mn, to relieva 8th Field Ambulance Bearers, Was ordered
mysalr to return to A,D.S. the same evening at midnight after
placing right relay. Very heavy bombardment this night and
following day.

12-5-17, 58th Battalion in conjunction with an English Regiment
completed operations around BULLECOURT, Casualties falrly heavy
during the day and Bearers werc kept very busy. We suffered
three casualties =
No, 4306, Private Martin, w,D, "A" Section, S,W. L.Elbow,
8 8288 g Ochse, E C. “B" Section, iHult. Wds, H,E,
= 15574 g Marshall yB.Hy “B* Saction S.W. Neck,
Lee/Cpl., Quirk rrivates Hartin Felton, and Lang did excell-

ent work bringing in a wounded man thruugh heaxy shell fire or the
enemy, IMartin was wounded but stayed with his Comrades,
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Felton and Lang together with the wounded patient were buried by &
shell, Lce/Cpl, Quirk dug them outin spite oif veing twice blown
over by concussion of shells bursting near hin, This -squad Wwith
the asslistance of extra Bearers, who Felton went down for and-
brought up, desplte his recent shaking, succeeded in getting their
patlients through to A.C,S. Have mentioned them through C,0,, 8th
Field Ambulance, Sergeant Burgess also showed great courage and
pregence of mind in carrying on with his depleted squads, himself
doing several carries when one or other of his men needed rest,
Sergeant licFadden Who Wag in charge of right relay post did excell-
ent work, Corporal Loveridge in charge of Central R,A,P., conducted
the evacuation of wounded from his Sector with ability and under a
most perslstent shell fire,

3,

13-5-1017, Captain Young and bearers relleved at 10 a,m, and
returned to Bearer Reserve Canmp,

1L4-5-1917, Relieved at A,D.S. by Captaln Young and proceeded
with sixty two bearers to A,C,P, relieving Bearers of 6th Field
Ambulance,

Evening of 1l4th May marked by extremely heavy bombardment of our
lines and batteries by the enemy with gas shells and high explos=-
lves, Bearers were kept extremely busy and carried through a
heavy barrage. -

No, X29083 Pte, Collins, E, suffered a serious wound in the
face and mouth,

26656-1017, On the morning of the 15th May the Germans delivered
a big attack covered by a heavy bombardment, <in carrying out thelir
Litloes our Bearers suffered six casualtles, two of which Vere
deaths - ) ~
-No, 8868, Pte, Hornby, H,H,
"10332) "  Westwood, A,D, ) —rtled.
Section
No, 8851, Pte, Faulkner - "C"*Shrapnel L,Arm.
" 3017, " TFriel, D,- "A" Section, H,E, Chest and Arms
i 1449, "  White, J.- "A" Section, H,E., Arm and Leg.
13568, " Traill,B.- "A" Section, Shedl Shock.

o

Sergeant McFadden on taking over Central R,A,P, on morning of the
. 14th was wounded, a shell blowing in the R.,A.P, and burying two
i,0s, and a Sergeant of the 1l4th Field Ambulance, Sergeant
McFadden although wounded dug out the Sergeant and attempted to
dress hls many wounds, He did not leave his post until ordered
by the M,0, 54th Battalion so to do and during his return kxx to
A.,C.P, Sergeant licFadden personally conducted several walking
cases safely through a heavy enemy barrage to the A,C.P. This
f'qaoi has already shewn a splendid example of courage and devotion
o dudy.
He detalled Private Hough A, of "C" Section to take charge of the
Post. This private carried out his task with great ability and
kept hls squads splendidly through the whole of that very trying
day, himself carrying when one or other -of his men needed a spell,
Sergeant Burgess also showed great gallantry on this occasion by
keppling hils greatly depleted squads together, cheering and encour-
aging themn when all seemed in imminent danger of being wiped out
by the enemy shell fire, He frequently went tend wounded in the
open roadway, while the shell fire was very heavy., - This N.C.O.
1s of sterling worth and always sets an example to his men of
gallantry and devotion to his duty.
At 11 p.,m, our Bearers having gone through a trying ordeal were
relieved by lat Aust, Field Ambulance Bearers, Hornsby's body
was carried back to the A,D,S, where we buried him beside Westwood
who had been buried earlier in the day, MUMap reading of Graves
€.20,c.,2,7. During this spell in the front line work, our bearers
showed great courage and devotion to duty, some squads making as
many as l4 carries in 20 hours over distances varying from 1500
to 2000 yards, At this period, we were clearing for an English
Brigade on our left in addition to Battalions on our own Division,
and 1t was on this Sector we sustained out more serious casualties,

We arrived back at the Bearer Reserve Camp at 1 a,m, on 16-5=17,
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15=5-17 Recommendations as detailed above for Sergeant McFadden
and Burgess, Privates Hough, Martin, Lang, Felton and Lece/Cpl.
Quirk handed in at C,0,, 8th Aust, Field Ambulance.

17=5=17 Completed at request of C,0,, 8th Aust, Field Ambulance
recommendations in duplicate for men already mentioned,

%7[30-5-;7. Bearers carrie. out fatigues, etc, at M.D,S,, 8th
eld Ambulance, 18th May relieved Captain Young at A.D.S.

2lst May, at 3 a,m, Captain Young and Bearers relieved 8th Field
Anbulance Bearers at Formard Posts, Enemy shelling X& not so intense
during this tour of duty-but bearers were frequently machine gunned
andiggipad at by the enemy, We suffered no cadualties at this

per .

l
Ny

28-5-17, At 5 a,m, Captain Young and Bearers were relieved by
Bearers of the 6Dth Field Ambulance under Captain McArthur,R,A,M,C,
8th Fleld Ambulance relieved by 60th Field Ambulance; 15th Aust,
Fleld Ambulance Bearers being attached to C,0. of la%ter Unit until
arrival of 62nd Field Ambulance on 24th May, 1°17,

During morning received instructions from A.D,M,S, to report
back to Unit at Bellevue Farm, proceeding thereto by train,
Transport, Mechanical and Horsed, left M.D.S., 60th Field Ambulance
at about 3-30 p.m, 24th May, 1917, Captain Young, self and
Bearers (45) reported back to Unit by © p.M. 24th May.

I beg to bring under your notiwe the most able support given
me by Captain W,R.Young of this Unit., Though i1t was his first
time under fire Captain Young showed himself both gallant and
cool whenever circumstances arrived which might possibly lead to
confusion among the personnel under his command, He set the men
& splendid example of presence of mind and courage under very
heavy shell fire.

—

."-1 e
f

e s l;nii " s o/ s capt'ain-
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