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HEADQUARTERS, AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
Fraxce 25th Drcemser 1917,

On the oceasion of our fourth Christmas on active service, Isend my
heartiest greeting to all members of the A.LF. Another strenuons year is
drawing to a close—a year in which the magnificent traditions of the A.lF.
have been fully upheld by the loyal and gallant service of one and all. During
this period, Bapaume — Bullecourt, Messines and Ypres have been added

%\. to the splendid list of honours, which begins with the landing at
Gallipoli---Lone Pine---and later Pozieres—names which are indelibly re-
corded in the History ot Australia, and which will never be forgotten.

At this season of the year, our thoughts go out especially to those who
have fallen, and those now in hospital as a result of sickness and wounds. The
memory of our gallant comrades who have made the supreme sacrifice can but
strengthen our determination to achieve complete victory over our enemies in
this struggle for the preservation of right, and the cstablishment of a peace

under conditious which will permanently safeguard the freedom of the world.

I know that all in France will join with me in sending best wishes to =

i our comrades in hospital for their rapid and comnplete recovery.

W. R. BIRDWOOD.

A.1.F. P.8,~--389---M---12-17
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