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for thebariod 18t to 11th September the 5ta Australian Field Aumbulance occupied billets in the

Ist » 11t4 village of Molhove, the presints lending itself appropriately for training ard recresation

12th

15th
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Sﬁpt °

Sept

facilities. St Omer, the city, of Northern France, about 4 kilometres distant, was at the
digposal of those who availed themselves of the permits granted to visit it ad afforded
splendid opportunities Ior that eagerly sought after touch of city life. ‘

The moral of the men had rarely been better, principally for reason that a common opinion was
prevalent regarding big thibgs happening in the near future amd that the Australians were to
be given a prominent part. : i ‘
Necessary training was indulged inly and every encouragement was given to entice participation
in various kind s of sport, with the result that physicad fitness was noticeable. The lake ,
close by was well patronised by everbody, amd served as a valuable assel towards cleanliness
ard good healthe.

Tne hospitality of the civilians is worthy of recognition as no eifort was apgrqd to make the
stay among them a hapyy one. The mutial fecling of good fellowship between civilians am
soldiers was very pronounced , this being proven by the many damp eyes waen the short stay
terminated.

Apart from Training, Recreation,Renovating equipment etc., the Ambulance was only called upop
to administer medical attention for the 5th A.Il.Brigaie sick. A small Rest Station was establi
to REuxE® accomod ate a maximum of 50 patients, in addition to a small @Gontact Camp. The nature
of the disease was almost confined to Trench Fevere.

— —— = = =

ghed

A Brigsie Swimming Carnival was held, in which the Amhbulance representatives figured prominantly

is an item for future pleasant memoTry « |

At 6 pem. 11th September, Brigaie Order No. 108 was received am acknowledgsd. Preparations
were at once m#le for a move to Steenvorde (West Area) on the following morninge

AeD.ll.S. instructions that & Sergeant Clerk be detailed to regort for duty at the Corps
Central Essxx Bureau, Remy Siding. ©Sgt Preston detailed. \

The Ambulance ocomplete moved out of Malhove at O am for Brigalie Hemiezvous, where at 9=30
am it took its appointed place in Brigsgie Column. Steanvord e was reached about 5 peme after
an uneventful route march, ard in accordance with bil leting arrangements camped in the out-
gkirts of the village.

Brigade Order No.109 received about 10 pem. giving details for move im the following morning.
Instructions issuel in terms of this oxder. ‘

About 8-45 a.m. the Ambulance complete moved out of Steenvorde aml proceeded by route march

o Ltd. Forms/C.2118 14
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A.D.I.S. order No. 94 received am acknowledged, giving instructions for the 5th Australian
Field Ambulance to take over admineistration and evacuation of forwarak area for Walking
Wounied from the 6th London Field Ambulance.

Sanitary arrangements were improved aml m#le satisfactory Headquarters of Ambulance established
&t Belgiam Battery Corner. Accomodation there consisted of a partially wrecked building wnich
nad been strengthensd and fortified by iron cupolas aml samibags.

A Dresming room for the treatment of local casualties anmd sick was opened. Preparations male for
tihe hamiling amd disposing of large quantities of Meuical & Surgical Supplies. also general
stores. An improvised Field Oven to cook for 700 other ranks was ma#le. Pte. Sheffield with
assiadance, effected this work from road material, galvanised iron, sand amd clay ard ma&le a
splendiia jobe _

Aivance party of 18 other ranks umier Captain Batemen proceasled to Menin Road A.D.S8.( /9 < ¢¢)
arnd effected a skeleton relief at Forward Posts as umier.

I 7. as4s3. ( Bellevaarde Ridge)

I 12;&-6-?1 { 31}‘.110113 Pnﬂ't)

I 18+.b.H.8« (Chateau Wood)

I 17.b«2.8¢« (Birr Cross Roads.)
Two other ranks posted as holding party at Canal Bank Dug-outs,preparatory to occupation by
Reserve Bearers - Accomodatilon available for 150 other rankse. Al vanoed Q.M.Store established
at Menin Roadt A.DsS. for the aistribution of stores aml rations to Forward Posts, This proving
very ecomamical anl valuable in time amd transport. 8gt. Brown placed in charge of this store,
8zt Brown deserves great praise for hbe untirging efforts aml success in meeting all demands
at all times. ( List of Stores sent forward during period 17th = 19th Apperdix Noe« 7 )

Major Buchanan i/c "B" Section Tent Sub=Division with mediczl and surgical equipment took

OVer g.D. S. at MBENIN ROAD {rom 6th Lordon Field Ambulance, leaving BELGIAN BATTERY CQORIWER
about & ollle

On insgecticon oi Forward Posts the supplies of drugs and dressing were found to be quite
inadequate to meel requirements, in the event of any heavy action. In consequence ledicgl &
Surgical Stores were nuwriedly called upon to supply extensive demamlis. Dispensers am
Wursing Stalif began urgent work ol preparing large guantitiss of Busol,Sodi Bicarb amd Pierdc-
deth ,Solution, all avallable rum jars and oil drums requisitidoned for the conveyance of same.

To meet the large demamd lor water in Forward Area, about 200 Petrsl tins were prepared for aa.mb

(Ayogz). Wt. WiaB3g/Mi293. 730,000, ifry. D.D. & L., Ltd, Forms/C.2118 14
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A.D.S. these being distinctly marked by a big white letter "w" Ration arrangements were organised
MENIN ROAD uier a capable Q.M.Staff, am the urdertaking of supplying hot roast meat to Furc_'ward Posts
was a fact which speaks for itself during suca times. This arrangsment was carried on duting
BELGIAN the whole operations. | ‘ | ‘
BATTERY About 50 small & 2 large signboards mgie lfor the information anma direction of Walking Wound ed .
CORUER These being posted all along the various routes of evacuation.
Consideraole work was done improving the iortification gnd erecting two protected water *ta.nka.
Construction of water cart entrance, and wid ening the main approacin pf A.D.S8. at MENIN ROAD.
16tn| Septd Guqaiderable heavy snelling in vicinity of A.D,S8. this mornming = Apparantly searching 1lor
liowtzer Balleries in close proximity . Heavy sick parades administered at BELGIAN BATTHERY CORNHR

as many as 700 being attemled to during the day, mostly from Details and B.E.F. troops camped

1l al Ba e

17tn| Septs Major C.LCnapman i/c of 83 Bearers of 5th Australian Field Ambulance procesded from BELGIAN

EATTE{Y CORNER during the early hours of the morning to Forward Posts, and pested personnel Dby
& elll e

One Tent Sub=-Division, 3 Officers am 112 other ranks of Bearer Sub-Division of 6th Aust.Field

Ambul ance reported for duty,with water cart and two horses.

e o @A EE ¥ @ X Xk xZ xA xRk ek s xxafxx iR dAnsia X iakad cAnruk a e = X & xock e XX K xodk ik Rocko s & x gk kaom i icadck

AmaxXanxs Working Panty under Captain Francis proceeded to I1.20.2.8.8.) Lille Roag to

aig out ami erect a Collecting Post, for the receptiocn of stray wounded , coming from the line

via WARRINGTON ROAD.

. 40 Bearers of 6th Aust.Field Ambulance sent forward , amd 12 to A.D.S. MENIN ROAD for fatigue

duties, ard balance housed in Canal Dug=-outs.

Bnemy Aircraft active during night. WNo bombs dropped near BELGIAM BATTERY CORNER.

18th| Sept+ All available Tent Sub-Division personnel engaged in cutting dressings, these being steralized

arg mede up in bundles realy for despatch to A.D.S. amd Forward Posts. Sterling work was

done by Staff 8gt. Bickerton, who was in charge of the supervising of medical & surgical suppl iE

at BELGIAN BATTERY CORNER.

All available wheeled stretchers aml Thomas Splints from 5th 6th & 7th Field Ambulances collect
and sent forward for distributione.

' A.D.M.S. instructions thnat Bearer Sub-Divisions of 7th Field Ambulance were placed at the
disposal of the 0.C< 5th Aust.Field Agbulance irom noon

|

|

‘ Working Party umder Cgptain Francis still at work on Collecting Post at (I1.20+82¢6.8.) = Nearing
|

| completion. Supplies of water. surgical & medical stores, blankels, stretchers sent forward to
| A, PP@, Wt Wistso/Mizgs. 750,000, 1/s7. D. D. & L., Ltd. Forms/C.aris 14 MENIHN ROAD for aigtributione.
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199y Ser zeant idorris i/c of 26 bearers of 5th Aust.Field Ambulance procesded at 2 a.m. to reinforce

Place Date Hour
A- De 8s ﬂept 1
MENIN ROAD |
&
BELGIAN
BATTHRY
CO RN ER

Sept420th
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| Dug-Outs and proceeded to Forward Posts. A,D,M.S. & .D.A.D.M.8. proceeded to MENIN ROAD A.D, S.

| kil led by a H.V. shell outside the MENIN ROAD A.D.S. This news was received by sll as a great

|

R DIABY .~ | Army Form C. 2118 ¢/,
3 | .

e ) Remarks and

references to
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bearers at rforward Posts.

bearer Divisions from 7th Australian Field Ambul ance ExsmxREER report® for duty at BELGIAN
BATTHRY CORNER together with Cooks, 3 dorses Ambulance Waggons am a Desgpatch Rider. -

3 Horse Ambulance Waggons rceported from 6th Austreglian Field Ambulance. Bearerls were accom-
od ated in Canal Dug-Outs.

20 Motor Lorries from 2ni Aust.Div.Supply Column and 20 Motor Buses from the ? Auxilary Bus Coy.
reported ror duty andc were sent to Menin Roafl after dusk.

Arrangements completed re transport of Walking Wounded by Lignt Railways (3 Motor & 8 trucks)
walch were specially marked aml prepares Ior this work. bight Railway track ran in iront of
A.D.S.idinIin ROAD ami a special switlch was prepared where the (rucks waited.

Wajor Dunlops & 2 O.Hanks of H5th Aust.rield Ambulance am 6 U.lanks of 6th Australian Field
Ambulance proceedied to Collecting Post (I.20.a.6.8) which hac now been completed and eqguipped.
This Post was establisued for the collection of any stray wourked . Horse Ambulance Waggons were
stationes there ,armw the wourmried were conveyed to BALGIAM BATTERY CORWER , from where they were
deggpatcned to MaleS. Cycle orierly pastes detailed to Major Dumlope. wio aCtisgs as runner
irom Collecting Post to BELGIAU BATTERY CORWERe

luostructions received irom A V.B.S. tnet Lieut.Cole Butlere., D.SW0. 5rd Austefield Ambulance
would Dpe responsible lor the evacuation of Stretcher cases irom Forward Area amd il necessary
extra bearers waokbe drawn Ifrom O.C. 5th Australian Field Ambulance, am alternative A.D,S.
Haliway lHouse openedi. A flashlignt photograph of the MENIN ROAD A.D.S. taken by the Official

broken by fairly heavy rain dQuring the evening - This caused anxiety, as fine was waE keenly
wanted 1or the operation of the morrow. About miunight Lt.vol. NicholZas mentally reviewed-
all arrangements aml expressed satistfaction om the outlook.

Ihe attack was preceded by an &AXKk intcnse bomparwwmenté 0oy our Artillery about 5-20 a.m«, which
stirred all ranks into a fever of eagerness to play the imlividual task set him successfully.
Cole Nicholas left BELGIAM BATTERY CORNER by Ford Car for MENIN ROAD A.D.S at 3-45 a.m. (approx)
Ealance of 6th Field Ambulance bearers and 7th Australian Field Ambulasnce moved from Canal

during the early morning. WNews was Treceived about 10 a.m. that Lieut.Cnl. Nichollas has been

(Ayogz). Wt WizBag/M1293. 730,000, 1f1y. D. D. & L., Ltd. Forms/C.211814.

| Photographer. Baglance of 6th Aust.liela Ambulance bearers warned to move out at 4 a.m. to-morrgw.
| Bearers ol tne 7th Aust.field Amb. moved ifrom Belgiam Battery Corner & CUanal Dug-outs about
5 pem. to rest amd move 1orward to posts early in the morning. 7The spell of fine weather was

1y
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Vo dd 2% Took ch 14 th acuation
ADS MENIN |20th [Sept.| shock ‘aml for the moment slightly disorganised,, but Masjor Buchangn 1ook charge &an e ev a
ROAD proceeded smoothly. The evacuationsof the wounded auring the majoerity of the agay were carried
< out by the Hth 6th & 7th Austrzlian Kield Amobulences, and were assisted by 100 other ranks of !
BELGIAN "C" Loy of the 19th Battalion. A number of Wslking Wounded passed through BELGIAN BATTERY 20
EATTERY ENER , these cases came via SHRAPNEL CORNER POST, and were trasnsported by Horse Ambulance
CORNER . _ aggons to M.D.S. - 3 Horse Ambulance Waggon loade of P.0.W. arrived at BELGIAM BARTERY CORNER

& 90 bearers of the 8th Austra lian Field Ambulance moved I1orward. A feature to be remarked on wg
the excellent spirit of the wourded , who remarked that they could have gone for miles, bening
the excellent barrage. Bvacuation of wounded progressed very satistactory - The only hitch
occuring was by the Light Railways returning. Casualties shown in appendix. ﬂﬁ' ) A
218t |Sept.Bearers of the 5th Australian ¥ield Ambulance report«l to BELGIAM BATTERY CORNER after belng
relieved by bearers of the 8th Field Ambulance (?). These men showed signs of the strenuous
work, but were all of good: spirits. The fol lowing members of the 5th Australian Field Ambulance
were buried at BELGIAN BATTERY CORNER o 4922 Cpl. Hookway Ceiie, No «6293 Pte. Hedman H.S. ard

o 8357 Pte. Venteman W.0.GCin full Military honours. |
1 Of ficer & 96 bearers of the 13th Australian Field Ambulance reported at BMLGIAN BATTERY CORNER ‘
Elsa 2 Officers & 62 bearers of the 15th Australian Field Ambulance and were housed in recently
€

ABOUT 11 a.m. and were followed by many more during the morning. During the afternoon 3 Officer;
S

rected Nisson Huts. At this time the cooks were called upon to teed sbout 600 men, and great

gredit must be given to Cple. Wirdram 5th Aust.Field Ambulance wBo superintended the arrangements,
22n6 |Sept.Lieut.Ccl. Nichplas' boay taken to REMY SIDING and intermed ,a2 last tribute being paid by many
istinguisned Officers aml the members of the unit who could be spared.

ne Section of Bearers of the 6th Australiasn Field Ambulance reported to BELGIAN BATTERY CORNER
FROM forward area after being relieved by 4th Division Bearers. One Officer & 33 other ranks

of 4th Aust.Field Ambulance reported to BLGIAN BATTERY CORNER. Tent Divisions of the 5th Austy
Field Ambulance reported to BELGIAN BATTERY CORNER after being relieved by the 4th Aust.Field

Ambul ance . In accordance with ADMS order No.95 4th Austrelian KField Ambul ance took over

administration of the evacuation of Walking Wounded from the Forward Area.

23rd |BSeptdThe 5th Aust.Field Ambul ance Tent & Bearer Sub¥Divisions moved from BELCIAN BATTERY CORNER by

liotor Lorries to the 8Schoolhouse , RENINGHHL ST. Transport moved imdeperently by road to same

| destination. The accomod ation at the Schoolhouse was found excel lent, huts and the schoolroomsg
| providing adequate for all equipment, stores aml personnel . The col lection of the Briga#le sick
was carried out. Divisional Collecting Station was established, where the sick of the 2m.

(A7oga). Wit. WiaBzg/Mia93. 750,000, 1f17. D, D. & L., Ltd. Forms/C.211814
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Reninghielst.

| 2%rd

24th

25th

26th

Sept.
Sept.

Australian Division were collected and evacuated. Psrsonnel from the 6th & 7th Field Ambulances

Sept D .M. 8, instructione 28/90 received to hold Bearer Sub Divisions in readiness to move &aliter ncon

reported back to their respective units e
Colonel A.Sutton., A.D.M.S. 2rd Aust.Division inspected the unit at Shodlbouse, RENINGHEL ST and

congratulated all Iankapcn their splendid work, which made the Ev&cua;inn of wnundgd one ot the
most successful, during the whole time in France. He alsc expresssd his sympathy with the unit

in the loss of Lieut.Ccl. Nicholas. o
Men of the unit w ere bathed aind FHopout Sid ing Baths and supplied with clean clothing.

to YPRES RAMPARTS, to be held as = Corps Reserve Begrers. All m2n warned, raticns issued, and
eq uipment lese "battle order" stored umder guard.

A.D.M.8. instructions 28/90/3 received amout 11 a.m. to the effect that Bearers would not be
required to-day, but would"stand to" in readiness to move atvery gshort notice.

Syllabus of training was drawn up and recreation cf all braches was irdulged in (Cricket,
Foothall ,Radmington etc.,) This greatly helped towards maintaining a high standard of content
with themen.

Word received that Daimler Ambulance No. A 24094 was hit by a direct shell on the MENIN ROAD
in the vicfnity of BIRR CROSS ROADS and that Corporal L.E.Chalmers (Driver) 2nd Au st. NXZ.
Div.Supply Col umn andi Pte. Coe A. (Orderly) had been hit. The former was killed and the lattler
severely wourded. It was regretted thal A.D.M.S. instructions that =211l 2nd Div.Cars were to
have heen r clieved on the 2 4th had not been adhered to, as this unfortunate loss would not

- 30t

i

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

' have occurred. Pte Coe died of wounds et No. 2 Cansdian C.C.S. d uring the latter part of the
‘day. Sgt Segur N.C.C. i/c Motor Transport was despatchedto MENIN ROAD to ascertain full

' particulare. Unfortunately neather the Car nor Cpl. Chalmers could be fournd on his arrival in
that area.

h
Turing period 26th - 30th September usual Routine Work of a Field Amhulance was carried out -

Nothing of specizl interesst can be mentioned.

In coneluding this shert history I wish to state that as far as poseible the exact dates and
distritution of personnel, has EXxkax been stated, but oh account of the time elapsed since
these operations, it has been found very difficuly to agcertain every =mall move.

No 2862 Warrant Offj cer G.H.LOng.
No. 2946 Staff Sgt. Coppin C.il.

)
: v y .
| (Aroga). Wt. WiaBig/Mrzg3. 730,000, 1f1y. 1. D, & L,, Ltd. Forms/C.2118 14 // / /; H;.r
| i ;2;#:3?
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18,000-12/17 5724

WAR DIARY

FIFTH AUSTRALIAN PITLD AMRULANCE

FOR

B i sna T |

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. Subject.
1 List of Stores atc. forwardedl to A.D.S. Menin
Road for distribution to Forward Posts.
~ 2 Repcrﬁ ﬁ? YMCA Rapres=entative.
3 Report to 0.Cs 19th Battalion.
4 Report re work déne by Lieut.Mullet i/c Motor
Lorries
5 Report re Captain Low e.
6 Report of Operations by Major C.L.Chapman., DSO
7 " " b " Major A.T.Dunlop., D80
8 " " " at A.D.S. by Captain G.B.Lowes
- 9 Report by Lieut.Col. A.L.2Buchanan on evacuation.
10 Evacustion arrangementis.
11 Distribution Reports for 21st, 22md & 23rd Sep t.
12 Report of work at Corps Central Eursau.
13 Mzp showing route of evacuation.
1 4 List of casuzlities in personnel.
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b ' L,ist of Stores etc. forwa
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Road for distribution to Forward Areas.

n
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Birr X Simon's Rellevzerde Chautean

Article. Roads Post Ridge Post.
Stretchers 100 20 60 40
Blankets 100 - 20 100 50
Grourd sheets 40 20 40
Thomas' thigh 24 6 24 12
Back leg 24 6 24 12
Arm Thomas 12 12
Ascorted zh 12 36 12
Gooching 24 roll 1% Toll 2% rolls 1% rolls
Forearm 36 12 36 12
Cotteon wool
for splints 20 pkts 10 pkts 20 pkts 10 pkts
Cooton wool 40 1bs 10 lbs 40 1lbs 20 lbs
Gauze plain 80 roll 20 rolls 80 rolls 30 rools
Bandages 3" © 1000 300 7500 300
Triangul ax 240 60 240 100
Flannel 50 12 50 12
Picric 19 gall 1 btl 19 gall. 1 btl.
Brushes 6 3 12 5
Baaol 1 gall 2 gall
Tins of dressings 12 12
F.S8.Haversacks 3 2 2
Sod 2 3 2 7 2
Morphis 6 2 6 o
Tourniquets 6 2 12 6
Pitontin 6 tubes
Ammonia Capsules 20 tins 10 tinse 20 tins 10 tins

{0?
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On 16th. September Lt-Col. J.J.Nicholas, 0.C. 5th. Field Amb.
told me that I would be in echarge of the forward evacuation of
wounded from 2nd. Division Forward line during the attack on
POLYGON WOOD. The attack was expected to ##ke place about the
20the ©Preparations were begun immediately, as heavy casualties
were expected. A preliminary estimate of 3000'wnundﬂd‘lua
made, and of this ,500 were reckoned as stretcher cases.
As our line at that time ran about 800 yards in front of
WESTHOEK RIDGE it was decided to use BELLEVAARD RIDGE as our
mgin forward post and dump of materialy with relays back to
BIRR CROSS ROAD, where it was decided to form & rear dump for
reagons to be given later. The first thing required was to pro-
vide adequate dressing shelfter at BELLEVAARDE. The one pill-
box at our disposal there was by no means adequate though quite
safe. The C.ReE. was therefore asked to build two earthed
elephant shelters, one for maderial, and one for a dressing post,
the pill-box being reserved in case of heavy shelling, for
shelter of personnel. As no labour was available it was arran-
ged that the bearers of the 6th Field Ambulance should do the
work of excavation as well as that of digging an entrance sap
and an exit sap so that waiting patients could be kept in
shelter,
The same afternoon the Advanced Depot of Medical Stores was
visited and arrangements made for the supply of 200 Thomas’
splints, and a number od assorted arm and leg splints, as well
a8 dressing materials for 2000 casese. It was decided to use a
one% solutionof picric acid in spirit, to be painted on with
brushes, instead of iodine, which spoils the skin for operative
purposes. Eusol was prepared in rum jars in bulk.
The following morning at 4a.m. the remaining bearers of the
5thh Field Ambulance were taken up (the preliminary party had
already taken over from the Engliah Field Ambulance several
days before ,Capt. BATEMAN C.D. being in charge). This party
of bearers was led by myself and the releif was completed of
posts at BIRR CROSS ROADS and SIMONS' POST without event.
fter leaving the latter post for BELLEVAARDE a very severe
counter barrage of the Germans was encountered,but Ydfortunately
only one casualty resulted out of the whole party of 10e.
After giving instructions for the excavations and work an
inspecthon was made of the R.A.P's. onWESTHOEK RIDGE and bearers
posted to them. Instructions were given to place directing
signs along the very difficult tracks leading back to the post
at BELLEVAARDE RIDGE. Oredrs were also given that stretchers,
5 blankets and waterproof sheets and other equipment was to be
brought up as rapidly as possible and +to be placed in amall
dumps ,‘wall protactad in order to avoid destruction by shell
fire. P5 Iy yEr¥yyy The bearers worked magnificiently
. despite uansi&arable gas shelling and were ably directed by Sgt.
LJNG' ¥ who was given charge of this special duty. His jdevotion
Py duty was agreat factor in the success of the arrangementﬂ
and was afterwards rewarded by a bar to his M.M,

In the afternoon the C.0. held a consultation with me and it
was decided that allwas going well.
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In the @vening I proceeded to BELLEVAARDE to See that the ex-
- cavat work was going on. '

On the 18th the work on the arrangements continued but the
Engineers were delayed by heavy shellign fromgetting up the
material for the shelters. In the evening the 6th bearers
reported with 40 men and the Saps were commenced. Our
bombardment cdtinued almost incessantly, but the Germsn reply
was small. Capte. FRANCIS releived Capt. BATEMAN at BELLEVARDE.
On 19th. Capt. Coutts and myself moved up with the remainder of
the 6th. bearers to take up position as the attack was expected
in the norning. Gas shelling was Very bad , but all the reliefs
were posted without casualties and details sent out to R.A.P'S.
During the night it rained but cleared later. Some anxiety was
caused by the fact that the engineers were unable to complete
the shelters but by dint of great effort the bearers completed
them by 3 a.m. themselves. All the arrangements were complete
snd when the barrage opened at 5,20 a.m. on the 20th everybody
was confident. Very few casualties occurred fromthe German
counter effort.

Tt was not till 8.30 a.m. that wounded began to come through in
very large numbers. From then on there wasa constant stream of
woumded butbearers were quite sble to cope with the work.

About 9.30.8.m. news came through that Lit$Colonel NICHOLAS had
been killed. W&ajs A.L.BUCHANAN., took charge of the Ambulances
This newa was depressing. By mid-day the German artlllery
reply became severe, our post was very gseverely shelled ,
several bearers being killed and wounded and the freshly construc=-
ted dressing station knocked in. Everybody behaved in Fhe most
courageous and efficient way, SgteS.JEFFS did splendid work in
Keeping the dressing station at work. As the line had now been
advanced approximately & mile and R.A.P's. had moved forward

and casualties had been nuperous and the bearers were gatiing
very tired &% the 7th Field Ambulance bearers had to be brought
up. Meantime the 19th Bin., who were in EBServe lent over a
hundred men who gave us great assistance at a critical moment.
The tramtracks were of some assistance but their help was spoilt
by the fact that tha ammunition supply coming forward continually
blocked the wounded going backg German prisoners now made free
use of and effectually got rid of a s mall accumulation of
sbout 20 cases. On the arrival of the 7th Field Ambulence bear-
ers they were placed on forward collecting , Sgt. Bice rendered
invaluable assistance in keeping in touch with moving R.A.P'S.
and organizing the supply of dergsing material from BELLEVAARDE
RIDGE forwgrd. By 5 o'clock very few cases remained to be
evacuated from the line and the arrival of the bearers of the
8th Field Ambulance and a few from the 14th Field Ambulance

gave ample relief. The night was reasonably quiet and. many
bearers managed to get a rest til the morning when Maj. A.Te.
DUNLOP and CAPT. J.H.B.BROWN came to relieve and the 5th and 6th
Field Ambulance bearers wgra sent back to BELGIAN BATTERY CORNER.
laeving the 7th and 8th “ield Ambulance bearers to carry on.

In less then ten hours nearly 600 stretcher cases were evacuated

&nd %I no time was there ang sccumulation of wounded. The
evotion of all bearers, N.CO's. and men alike was wonderful,
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In one case a bearer whommmx acting as a runner , though badly
gassed, delivered two messages involving a journey of nearly
four miles in all. On his return he had to be evacuated as
he was quite unable to stand. , :
Teh maindifficulties to be faced as far as evacuation itself
went were:=-
l. The absence of road communications . One main road
had to be used and Bhis only extended to within
- 5000 yards of our portion of the front.
@+ The absence of any organized dressing station positions.
- S« The very great depth of the German counter artillery
fire and it's volume.
4, <The presence of Yellow Cross Bas shelling.
The special demands of the situation froma medical point of
view were:=-
le The provision of a large number Thomasf splints
with suspension bars. Thsi was rendered necessary
by the long carry.
2e Ehe getting of these splints as far forward as possible,
3+ <he provisionof waterproof sheets in view of the
rainy season. These were found to be of great ass-
istance.
4. The provision of a large number of stretchers owing
to the long carries and severe shelling of stretcher
dumps.

| (1 WWMW RAPE contimually advamcy W&WFW
l?, tul o L firn Gpado ) Gkl il
| s Sk R fot R
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A FIFTE AUSTRALIAN FIELD AMPUL AN 7 22
Qs OP "RATIONS AT YPRES DURING SEPEEMRFR 1917

&

on 2% September 1917 ,the 5th Australien Field Ambulance left
MALHOVE 8n route for the YPRES area by rced , marching with the 5th
Auvstralisn Infantry Brigeale amd evacuating their sick on the line of
marche. The journey was done in two stages. On the evening of the
first day a halt was made at STEENVOORDE where the personnel were
housed in hillets in the town area. On the next morning the march
was resumed and BELCIAN RATTERY CORNER was reached in the afternoon of
the same day. IlHere the Ambulanc@, less transport, remained ard RBELGIAN
* BATTERY CORNER WAS Taken over as the H.Q. of the unite.

In-this locslity a large number of local sick of all units were
treated daily, sick parades lasting from 9 am. till 1 pm. and often
recommencing at 2pm. till 4 pm. Arrangements were made by C.0. for the
Advanced DPressing Station, MENIN ROAD to be taken over for the purpose
of dealing with the walking woumded during the forthecoming operations
ard Major Buchanan with a staff of tent-subtdivision personnel were

detajled for this work. This wotk was taken over on September and
at the same time the evacuation of the Forward Area was tzken ever from
the 6th London Féeld Amhulance ,R.A.M.C, The 0.C. and all cfficers

had made rsconnaissances of the for@ad area prior to this- ard Major
C.L.Chapman was put in charge of this work with Capt.C.D.Bateman to
agsist him.

There was at this time two R.A.P's each serving two battalions.
Two brigades, 5th & 7th,were to make the attack ezch of which had two
battalions in the front 1line ard twe in support before the attack,
whiﬁat the 6th Brigade were tc act as reserve brigade. The two auppnrt-
ing battalions of each attacking brigade did not move intec their final
rceitions for the attack until the night of 19th September, remaining
until then ir tented and bivouaced camps in the vicinity of YPRES.
A number of bearers under Capt Pateman were semt forward cn the evening
of September. These were posted a2t R.A.P'e and relays were estab-
lighed as follows:i=-

1. BELLEVAARDE RIDGE in whieh there was a strong German "Pill Box"
pertion of which was set z2side for the use of the Ambulance. In add-
ition] to the pill-box,and in its immediate vicinity, Pwo cupola dug-outs
were placed and portion of the.trenches near by was widened amnd arranged
s0 that a certain number of stretcher cases could bher brought through
them and if necessary kept there. Thnis work was carried out by Amb'ce
perscennel under supervision of 5th ¥Field Company,Aust.Engineers, and
the work was finally coppleted on the night of 19th September.

2. STIMON'S POST a German Pill-box a short distance up the sgpope con
the 1eft of the Btang was manned by ” squads ard used as a relay post.

3« CHATEAU POST & dug=ocut in CHATEAU WOOD with pill-box on edge of
crater was also manned and intended for use as a rélay post. Here
Capt.C.D.Rateman took up his quarters.

4, RIRR CROSS ROADS manned aml used as store & relay pﬂEt ard also
as a wageon loading pest in charge of a N.C.0. until immediately prior
toc operations.

There was 2lso 2 waggon loading rost at the CULVERT on the MENIN
ROAD but this was worked by the ist Australian Division who from this
point tock a1l sfretcher cases ard were responsble for them from that
reint. All stretcher cases were dressed at Advanced Dressing Statdon
MEMTN ROAD opposgite the A.D.S.. fop walking wourdad .

Before the attack it was arranged that cases from the 2ra Aust.
Division should he collected from the R.A.P's gituated on the slope of
WESTHOEK RIDGE arnd from there brought to relay post at BELLEVAARDE
RIDGE. Fron here it was thought thst the best route would be to the
South side of the RELLEVAARDE ETANC by a duckboard track then §n exis~
tence meeting the main roed in the vicinity of the CRATER POST. From
here it was interded to relay the cases to the motor loadipg post at

the CULVERT. Owing to persistent enemy shelling this route was not
favoured hy the bearers ard automatically fell into disuse« The other
route, a mcre.direct.one but apparently more exposed , ran from BELLE-
leHDF RIDGE past SIMON' S POST and thence to RIRR CROSS ROADS. This
road was fnrumd for part of the way by planks, amd running alongside it
tec the vicinity off SIMON'S. POST was a light railway. This became the
route universally used. in taking cases from the Area ard proved to be
qiicker , safer and easier in every way than the track originally set

down. Having got the stretcher cases to BIFR CROSS ROADS or CULVERT POST -
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2
%55 these were then handed over to the czre of the 1et Aust.Division
Field Ambulance responsible for their evacuation(3rd Aust.Field Amb).
From this point the walking wournded of both 18t & 2rd Australian
Divisions were the scle concern of the 2nd Austral ian Division Field
Agbul ance . Owing to the heavy and persistent shelling that the
VENZN ROAD was always subject to it was decided that it wo uld be
advks=ble to provide anBther means of exit for the walking wounded
than along this road. At that time two tracks had been con®tructed
on either side of the WNENIN ROAD fer Infantry going to & from the
front srea. Of these two the track on the South side of the road,
PIONEER TRACK, wae the safer amdl better track ard itw was decided
that this track,as well as the one North of the road, should be plainly
‘marked for the use of the walking wounded. The. responsdbility for
the walking wmourd ed XXX from RIRR CROSS ROADS onwards was given to
me (Major A.T.Dunlop) and both these tracks were marked out amd directing
signs placed on them over their full length ard in the vicinity of
the MENIN ROAD A.D.S. towards which these two tracks converged. From
the PIONEER TRACK one came on to another track, cal led "C" Track which
ran southwards and cut the LILLE ROAD some distance from the LILLE
GATE, YPRES. It wae thought that some cases might possibly miss the
track 86 the A.D.S.ar by taking the "C" TRACK eventual lg arrive on
the LILLE ROAD. In order to cope with these cases it ‘was decided some
days before the battle to erect a Dressing Staticn near SHRAPNEL CORNER?
whare these cases would be dressed aml despatched by lorries to C.C.ES.
This station was erected by Ambulance labour urder supervision of Capt
R.P.W.Francis and myself by using tarpauline ard sanmibags, and was
situgted under the shelter of a bank, on top of which the road ran, and
to the YPRES side of the SHRAPNEL COﬁﬂEﬁ. On the evening of the 18th
September Capt Francis took over CHATEAU POST from Capt Bateman, the
latter returning to RELGIAN RATTERY CORNER, On the afterhoon of 19th
September Major Chapman moved to FELLEVAARﬂEﬁ'HIDGE and took charge of
the Amhdance arrangements at this post. Reinforcements to the bearers
were sent from the Hth,7th & 14th Australian Field Amhulances, urder
Capt Coutts - of the 6th and Capt Fadey (?) of the 14th. Before daybreak
on the morning of the 20th September, Capt Rowan, with portion of a
tent-sub-division from the 6th and myself moved to the Dressing Post
on the LILLE ROAD. During the day a large number of wounded German
pBisoners were treated amd despatched from this place but very few XXEXX
Austral ian troops passed by this route. Lorries were used in the XXAXEXR
evacuatioh of these Cermans from this place and they were conveyed dirmct
te C.C.8. At 11 pm I received a message to the effect that I was to
proceed next morning with a number of bearers from the 8th Aust.Field
Arblance ,who were then &n the CAVAL PAVK dug-outs, to BELLEVAARDB
RIDGE to relieve Hajor Chapman and the tent-sub-division personnel
with him including Staff Sgt S.C.Jeffes armd Sgt C.M.Retallick. Bearers
of the 5th & 6th Aust Field Ambulances were to be withdrawn at the
game time while Capt.J.A.Shanassy was to reliefe Capt Francis at
C# ATEAU POST which pest had played a very minor part in the evacuatiocn
of the area up to that time. Capt Brown 7th Aust Field Ambulance
accomylpanied me,and Major Chapman was relieved by 7 am, 21st September.
With me at BEILEVAARDE RIDGE where I took my position was Capt Brown
armd in addition Staff Sgt E.H.Sword and two other of "B" Section Tent
Sub-division of 5th Australian Field Bmbulance. As most of ‘the work
wag thought to be completed by that time in the evacuation of the ares,
Capt Fa@y ard portion of the bearers of the 14th Aust.Field Ambulance
were d espatched to rest for some hours at CHATEAU POST. On their
d eparture a fairly large number of stretcher cases began to arrive from
the R.A.P's, which had ben collected during the previous night am
early in the morning of the 21st September. It was fourd that these
cases began to accumulate at PELLEVAARDE RIDCE and that insufficient
Ambulance personnel remained to ensure their evacuation without delay.
At this time there were three R.A.P's, a left R.A.P. worked by four
Medical Officers of the 6th A.I.Brigade which was the battle R.A.P. of
the previous day armd in addition two R.A.P's on the right each worked
by two Medical Officers of the 7th A.I.Brigade. The centre R.AP. -
was the nr%lgina.l vattle R.A.Pp. for the right Brigade while the extreike
right R.A. P, had heen established after the advance of the previous day
by Capt Rignell armd Capt Harper cf the 7th A.I.Brigade. This R.A.P,.
was located in an old German Pill-box more or less demolished with &

good deal of water in it amd offered only very poor facilities for the

treatment of the wourded.
In consequence of the ®ongestion of cases at BELLEVAARDE RIDGE

advantage was taken of an offer by one of the cfficers of the 19th Bn,

] e ——
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N who pmt his men at my disposal in case I should be in difficulties
with the evacuation. This company of the 19th Battalion were 1in
support on BELLEVAARDE RIDGE and detailed between 60 & 70 men for
the purpose of carmﬁ?%tretcher saces to BIRR CROSS ROADS-. By this
mesns cases were very quickly evacuated and after 11-30 am everything
was reported clear at the R.A.P's ard we were able to dispense with
tke men of the 19th Battalion.

On the evening of the 21st September = counter-attack was launched
by the Germans while the dth A.I.Brigade were coming up to relieve
the 5th A.I.Brigade but owing to emr artillery fize failed to reach
our 1ines and very few casualties resulted amongst our mens

An attempt was mede on the following day to keep an ambulance
horse waggon in the vicinity of SINMON'S POKRT but the project was
abandoned owing teo the very heavy artillery fire directed by the
enemy arourd this guarter.

On the morning of the 22nd, the 14th Aust Field Ambhulance bearers
weFfe relieved by the 7th( ?) Aust Field Ambulance bhearers. The digisicn
had very few casualties from this time on and were eventual ly relieved
byathe 4th Australian DivisiBn of which the 4th Aust.Field Ambulance
took over the evacuation of the area ocriginally worked by the 5th Aust.
Field Amhulance. |

On being reliefed by the 4th Aust.Field Ambulance Capt Brown am
myself also Capt Shanassy, who had remained at CHATEAU POST, left the
forward area amd reported to our respective Ambulances with the KEXSER
personnel of these units.

. s | -------- * & 8 8 @ . n .-.Mﬂ‘jﬂr,
6th June 1918 5th Austrapian Field Ambulances

.._.,
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At the time of the 20th September 1917 operations 1 was
ReleO. 5th Aust. F.A.Brigede, but as my aid post amongst the guns
at Birr Cross Roads was only finished on the night of the 19th amnd
the Batteries were to move forward after the barrage on the morning
of the 20th I offlered my services to the 0.C. 5th Aust.Field Amb.
ard was al loted the duty of classification abd evacuation of the
cases at Menin Road, A.D.S. which was dealing with the Walking
Wowsied only. Working with me were a Sergeant amd several other
ranks. The station itself i/c of Major Buchanan was the ground floor
of a battered house aml increazased accomod gtion was given by two
large and one small elephant cupola rooms. The whole was sandbagged
and covered with broken masonrye. It was so arranged that one large
cupola was used for cases awaiting dressings, the house itselfl as®m a
Dressing Koom, ard the other large cupola as a shelter Ior cases already
dressed but awaiting evacuation. The accommodation was anything but
large. The-buffet was outside in another samdbagged shelter ard was-
very efficiently mamaged thrpughoute The dressing room was manned by
tiree medical officers amd a large staff of dressers ard two clerks.
The means of evacuation wase by light railway, which ran tc the door,
(trains of four trucks,each of which when well packed held about twemty),
motor lorries specially aetajled for the task and any passing returning
lorries or G.B.waggonse.

The wourkied began to arrive in force about 7 am and from taen
onwards in a steady stream. The wounds were mostly shell amd fairly
lighte The first train load amd & few lorry loads were got away about
7=20 &alle Then, ior some reason, no iurhter trains or lorries turned
up and so the wounded began to accummulate . Howe¥er this was somewnat
relieved by commamieering a few lorries but much against their drivers§
inclinations, a8 they had other work to @o. The dual task allottedl¥.
memade things rather difficult,as returning empty vehicles would go past
while I was deciding whe would gd inside for further dressing amd who
would go straight through to C.C.S. The motor lorry drivers would not
always allow the N.C.0. to make them carry wournded to a place in ihne
opposite direction to which they were urd er orders to return. An officer
is necessary to enforce such a condition of affairs. Again, every
man, no matter how slightly wounded , is convinced that his wourd must
be re-dressed at the A.B.S.ard also that he must have a"ticket" (A.F.W.
3118) to take him furthet. This conviction is not easy to alter in
every case and 80 he pushes on automatically to the dressing roome

About this time Lt Col Nicholas came out of the A.D.S., and
after consultation, walked towards his car with a view of going to
ascertain the cause of the non<appearance of the trains amd lorries.

As he left me aml went about 20 yards, a H.V.shell came over aml killed
him instantaneously. Major Gibbs,A.S8.C., who was Director of Transport,
18t Anzac Corps, was killed alongside him. DNotwithstanding the large
number of wcunded there at the time only two cases were slightly hit.
This was very upsetting aml one can only deplore the loss of so brilie
jant & young officer at such an early stage of this, his first ocperaticn
as an 0.C. of an Ambulance, after three years of gield service. Two
other shells fell, cne close on either side of the A.D.S., but with no
furbther damage than destraying a small section of light railway trackKX.
ardk making a hole in the rosd« After this the trains and lorries came
along regularlye It was necessary to semd only a minority of cases 1into
the uressing room for further dressing so that little time was lost in
getting them away. Only those who went in were given A.F.W.3118, the
rest going unrecordeda to C.C.S: There was no further hitch and after

11 am. things became quiet aml very few came through. This condition of -
affairs continued for the rest of that day ard the féllcwing morning
after which I left the A.D.S. for my own RK.A.P. a2t Simon's Post.

Quite a number of prisoners of war came through ard were remark-
able for the comparative severaty of their wourds many of which were
wotthy of a stretcher. The usual cheerfulness of the wounded , with ithe
crospect of "Blighty" ahead , was. in evidence on all sides ard little
sign was to be noticed that they had just come through cenditions en-
dangering their lives to the utmoste. Congidering the small accommod -
ation at the A.D.8. everybody was treated with e utmost despatch.

cﬂpt uﬂ-.ﬁ.-u-ﬂ. :
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AsD.M.S. 2nds Aus.Divn, 6

I have the honor to submit the following

report of the work of the 5th., F.Amb., connected
with the advance made on the 20th. inst.

POSTS 3 Lt.Cols, Nicholas ma.nged under your thutim ’
a forward collecting post at Bellwaréa Ridge, relay
posts at Simon's Post and Chateau Wood, and a collect-
ing post at Shrapnel Post. - The Chateau Post was
abandoned early, except as a sleeping place owing to the
intensity withewhich the approaches were shelled.
Ehra.pnal Corner did not have enough cases to jJustify the
‘use of more than 1 officer, as the Menin Rd., proved

too attractive as a line of wmimtium_ Alternative
tracks for walking wounded were not much used for the

same Iroasone.

Evacuation. Casualties came in freely fram 7 aems

A breakdown wmwml temporarily ’nmm 7 a.m. and
10 a.mes in the train service, but the emergenoy xm

service sufficed to prevent delay in evacuation from

thﬂ AQDIE! _
I personally visited all the posts every day,

and have assured myself that evacuation was everywhere
speedy, and that %

|
|
|
|
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even during the rush stretcher cases were not held even
an hour at any of our posts. By 1 p.m, the rush had
subsided. |
Supplies. Supplies were everywhere adequate. Patiénﬁa 7 1, J
were supplied with hot drinks and biscuits by our cooks and _ 'T
the Y.M.CsA, representative at the A.D.S. throughout and
later at Birr X Rds. Clgaretts were supplied at all posts ¥ |

throughout, and hot tea was supplied at both collecting |

posts.

—. el o

Casualties. I regret to report the death of Lt.Col.,

Nicholas, late 04Ce, and also the following :-
Killed 2
Died of wounds 1
Wounded 4 (one remained on duty)
Gassed (Mustard)l e
Personnel - In addition to the 5th F.Amb., the following

were attached for duty - 6th and 7th F.Amb., bearer Divisions, \

and also the 8th and 15th bearer divisions. (a%
Now Posts | i g
An advanced ReA.P. having boen formed, the original |
right R.A.Ps 18 now used also as a relay posts. Simon's .

.._—_j_"—--‘ =

. Post is now also in use as an R.A.P, of Artillsry.

e ——— ——

(sgd) A.L. Buchanan,
Ma jor,
ﬁ/ﬂ'ﬁ; S5ths F.Amb. )

R

Mﬁ. I —————— . gt I e ey - My o A et "ﬁklﬂﬂb;“_m:m o
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L AUSTRALIAN ik
L3 AMBULANCE RVACUATION OF WOUNDED FROM SECOND AUSTRALIAN
| DIVISIONAL FRONT. e
L i
¢ ' will be evacuated to the CULVERT or BIRR CROSS ROADS Collecting

Posts on the MENIN ROAD by Bearer Divisions of 2nd Australian Division
by the routes already laid down.

Major Chapman is in charge of this evacuation. He will demand
reinforcements, stores etc., from A.D.S. for Walking Wounded.

E &l i R : .
18t Australian Division evacuate all Stretcher Cases to A.D.S.

>nd Austraslian Division evacuate all Walking Wounded to C.C.8.
via Walking Wounded A.D.S. or Warrington Road (alternatéve route).
Major Dunlop is in charge of this evacuation.

A.D.S. for Walking Wounded Menin Road will be staffed Dy g
Section Tent Sub-Division in charge of Major Buchanan.
He will be responsible for the evacmation of these cases from
his A.D.S. by *
i. Light Railway.
ii. Lorries (20) & Buses (20)

Lorries and buses go direct to C.C.S. by shortest route
permissable, and will NOT go to the Corps Main Dressing Station.

The train service which will®*hourly is to be used to the fullest
extent for Walking Wounded and will carry 32 lying cases in addition -~
to walking wounded. Each train consists of 8 (eight) trucks, ih fourm
of which fittings will be placed for stretcher cases. - 4

Trains w ill run by way of the Main Dressing Station H.27C:2.9.
where they will stop and any cases shich have stood the journey badly

will be taken off, if advisable. A1l others will go on to C.C.S. by
the same train. A medical orderly should travel in each train. An
arrangement will be made by which his attention, as he sits in tae
front of the train, can be drawn to any truck in which a case requires
attention. When this is done he will cause the train to be stopped
as soon as possible. One ligntly wounded case should be put in each
truck carrying stretcher cases and one petrol tin of water, and a box
containing 20 shell dressings, cotton wool, gauze and bandages carried
with train

] - ]

a%%etahexmaaaéaua;mﬂpﬁea%aﬁiéy—eﬁﬁaaa.
A1l motor ambulance cars will be provided with their full

complément of spare drivers and A A, M.C. orderlies.

Stretchers & Blankeis.

A reserve of 250 Stretchers and 700 Blankets will be main-
tained at the A.D.S. in addition to the full complement for forward
posts. All wounded travelling at night or suffering from collapse
will be well blanketed.

Rations and Water.

A supply of 10 gallons of water in petrol tins will be main-
tained in all posts. Also one days rations for all men in that post
in addition to Iron Rations, and unexpired portion of the days ration.

Routes for Ambulance Cars.

From Advanced Dressing Stationt-

Amhulance Cazs will use the circuit along the Menin Road to
Zonnebeeske Brad , then by road north of Ypres to He12.d 4.4, ( Asylum)
Corner) - Kruisstraat - Cafe Belge - Dickiebusch - Busseboom - Southern
Switch Road - Ramy Siding.

_each-car carrving

) . e
—
- FE 1 - el
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L‘1 y LB .

¢ Routes for Ambulance Cars continued: -

Road Junction to L.34.a. = Reninghelst - Oudegdom - Halleblast-
Dickeibusch - Kruisstraat - through Ypres to lenin Gate - A.D.S.
Ambulance Cars taking cases direct to Remy Siding will use the
Ypres - Vliamertanghe - Poperinghe - Remy Siding Road, returning by the

" same route as other cars. B
The A.D.M.S. 2nd Australian Dimision will make all arrangements

as to parking and routes to be taken by lorry convoy.

Alternatives.

- In the event of the evacuation by the llenin Road becoming
impossible and alternative route can bde used through Zillebeeke to
I.28.2.2.8. - Shrapnel Corner - Hell fire corner Perby Road - Dickiebush

returning by usual circuit to Kruistraat, then along Warrington Road
to I 16.d .6.6. = Hellfire Corner - A.D.S. I.9.c.6.6.

Special Cases.
A1l special cases with the following exceptions :-

i. Ophthalmic
ii. Scabies.
iii. Dysentyy.

but including S.I.1. will be sent irrespective of their nature
to the Remy group of C.C.S. 27.L. 23.a.

Scabies and Dysentry will be evacuated to Main Dressing Station

for digtribution. ;
Ofthalmic cases will be evacuated on Saturday night only to P
Main Dressing Station for distribution. Number sent to be reported to

Hd .Qrs. on Sunday at 09:00.

Belgiam Soldiers & Civiliaus.

All sick and wounded Belgiam soldisrs and civilians will be sent
to C.C.S. if necessary, otherwise they will be sent to the Belgian
" Hospital at Couthove 27. F.21.a.

No 2 Canadian Advanced Depot Medical Stores 27 L.25.a. will Dde
used by this Corps.

Mobile Bacteriological TLaberdtory.
No 1 attached No 10 C.C.S. Bemy Siding.

General Instructions.

Care w ill be taken in entering cases into A & D books to
diseriminate between wounds caused by shell, shrapnel, bombs, hand
grenades and those caused by bullets ( rifle or Machine gun).

No records will be kept except in case of:-

§ Deaths occuring at A.D.S. or forward posts
ii Cases treated and returned to duty
Thesd will be sent to the Corps Bureau ddily heing transmitted each
evening with those of the 3rd gtralian Field Ambulance.
. A

P Wl e Lieut.Col.
D.?L 5th Australian Field Ambulance.

AD.5-
/\ {} o f:r,'\r” CAdEJ H-tm
fV] &L]'w D bs /\. ,
\ /-?D"V}\(.)'
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Att 5th sust.Fd Amb. Disposition of Personnel 22-9-1917..

- +-(J",l
R 5th Pd 6th Fa. 7th Fd. 8th Fd. 4th M. 13th Fd. 14th Fd. 15thFd. MMP ‘Dental Y.M.C.A.
Location Amb 2 A mb. Amb. Afb.  Amb. = Amb. ~ Amb. - Amb . B - _OR_
0 OR 0..  GR 0. OR 0. OR 0. OR 0. OR 0. OR. 0. ©BR. OR O Oﬁ
Headquarters z 118 19 1 g . 2 Qo 53 1 95 i1 =3
Menin Road 2 54 1 5 2 |
12
Forward Posts 2 1 59 1 82 1 88 | 1 28 2
Shrapn el Post 1 1 7 |
Canal Duglouts 4
Transport 18
Canal Dug-outs 25 > SR |
o DS " o5 T =1 =
Total raticned 7 195 %L 113 2 92 3 90 1 33 1 96 { = 28 2 i A |
Total Rationed 682 A11 ranks.

S
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DISTRIFUTION RETURN - 231¢ September 1918. 0
5¢h Fd. 6th ¥d 7th Fd. 13th Fd. 4th Fd. Dental MMP VMCA  MT Remarks .
Location Amb . Amb . Anb . Amh: Amb . o
- o8 ©O. OF O.OR. ©O. OR O, OR O OR ©OR OR 'OR
Headquarters 4 133 16 9 1 96 {1 133 1 3 8
Menin Road 2 39 Sy 1
Forward Posts i 41 1 81 2 12
Shrapnel Post 1 7
Canal Dug-outs 4
Transport 18
Ypes Ramparts 45.
i | 6 all ranks
11 2 9= -3 90 =55 3 2 j@ 8 Total rationed 56
Total 7 195 5 1 9 o
T : S
=
D
=~
— - E |
il |
-=
'Q |
=
|
-
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N\ Anzec Corps Central Bureau. App r;,,/

e e — s T —— A ——— ————— — i S e e e TS R m—— = —

During the offensive which statted in the Ymes Sector in the latter
end of September 1917 it was decided to continue the system of recording
the evacuation of sick arnd wounded then in force by the British Corps
which was %eing relieved by the Anzac Corpss

A+ Dickebusch Main Dressing Staticn through which all cases being
evecuated had to pass was established what wae called the "Corps Central
Pureau" On 9th Sept 191f.S gt Hood -ADUS Oflice 2rd cAust Divne 1 Clerk :
from fth Aus+t.F1d .Ambee. ard myself were detailed to report at Dickebusch
to be instructed in the working of the Bureau. A Cpl.clerk was 2180 Ggetailsd
from ANMS Office 1st« Aust.Divne.

| On arrival at Dickebusch we found that the Bureau had been practicelly
digbanded and that 1 Sgt and a L/Cpl. were left there torender returns of
a9 E.B.F. troops passing through the M.D.S.

1 The Main Dressing Steticn was at this time being worked by two
Pritich Field Ambulances-one taking Walking Wounded an® the other  Stmetcher
Cases. but was taken over by 1st Aust Field Ambulance. the day we arrived.

We were unable to gain much information from the R.A.M.C Sgt,with
regerd to the working of the Pureau,ard ordere we received from Corps and
Div.Headquarters were very conflicting. It sppeared as 1if nobody knew exactly
what was required ,which left us a good dezl to cur ow n initiative in the
matter of rendering the returnse

Working under the Bureau System =all the Field Ambulances should have
sent their Deily States (AFW 2185)tc the Bureau farconstlidation but in

most cases this wee not done so we had to renmder returns to Headquarters in
the usual way.

0, We carri;d Sﬁ ip this unsatigfactory manner until 16th Sept.when we
ayere instructed” tBR Bmyus id ing where the Anzac Corps Central Eureau wes tp

"P;e eatabl ished ,
-4 Having the Bureau igflose proximity to the group of C.C.S8s. practicall}
did away with all clerical work at the M,D.S. which was used only as &a Gas
Oentre =nd attended to serious cases req uiring attention during transit f
“from the A .D.8 . to C.C.S, |
; The Anzac Corps Central Bureau was under the direction of the 0/C
6th Australian Field Ambulance.w he yplaced Major Frasee in charge until
©6t