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1234 Appendix I,
Secret . 3rd New Zealand (Rifle) Brigade.
H
s eadquarters

7th May 1917.

TO: 0QeCe NeZe VWorking Battalion.
Oe¢Ce Ploneer Battelion.
OeCe NeZe Tunnelling Detachment.

T e L e S S S e -

BRIGADE PROVISIONAL DEFENCE SCHEME,

The following extracts from the Provisional Brigade
Defence Scheme are forwarded for your informetion and necess-
59 ary action, please,
(&) Section Ae Para. 5. Sub Paras (o) 1=
In the event of an attack by the enemy, the Tfollowing !
' Unita come under the orders of the Ce0eCes 5rd New
zealand (Rifle) Brigade.

NeZs PIONEER BN, - Headquarters
RED LODGE Tel8¢de70630

NeZe WORKING BNy - Headgquarters
REGINA CAP Te20e0¢B0445,

NeZe TUNNELLING - Headquarters
DETAMEHT; PIGGERIES Us 19:5'40 'Bﬂl

(b) Section B. Para. 8s Sub Para, (o) -
In event of attack by the enemy -
THE PIONEER BATTALIOR

NeZe VORKING BATTALION
HeZe TUNNELLING DETACHMENT

ey
WVILL each stand to arms at Billets and send an 0Offiger
H to Headquarters, C Battalion, STAFFORD HOUSE, for Ordess
/f These Units may be required to reinforce any vavt of
'f/ the Brigade fronte.
Acknowledge.
Pe G. Purdy,
Capte

Brigade lMajors
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1234 Appendix IT 9

€ _ 2nd Anzac cnrrﬂ Cyclist Battalion.
Operation Order No. 12
In the Field 14/5/17.

Qe Orders have been received for tha'Battalian to move into
Billets at A (Sheet 36) tomorrow, May 15th.

2 Battalion will parade at 10 a.,mn, on gquare S. of Canteen
facing East in following order:-

* Headquarters
No. 1 Company
No. 2 Company
No. & Company

3. Capt. H. McHugh will command battalion on mareh and in
billets during temporary absence of Commanding Officer.

4., Dress. Full marching order with cycles. Steel helmets
will be worn. -

S Ratione will be carried on transport.
6. Transport will report at 850 a.pmm west of farm near ?

end will be loaded there under company arrangements with
company stores, etc. :

X 7 Dismounted men. All men for whom cycles are not available
will parade at 8 a.m. at Battalion Headguarters under a

p\ NeCeOe to be detalled by 0.Ce, No. 3 Company and will move

| by foot: NC.0s will report to Adjutant at 7.30 a.m. for
J instructions. Five men will be detailed from this party

a8 transport guard.

1 - | Ad jutant,
2nd Anzac Corps Cyclist Battalion.

.
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\ HIOINA CAMP,

_"l-;:| ¥ i 2 ‘iniﬂim.lll 19th H.,' 1917'
\l
| " IT ANZAC Corps.
8ir/- J T
"Buried Systom of Communications".
I have the honour to hand you herewith a re showing
amount of work done in connection with above, the Vew

: Zealand Horkin% Battalion, durinf the period I have been in
Command, viz: from 4th April to 19th !ay, 1917 (46 days in all).

A total distance of 26,992 yards has been excavated and

cable buried at depths varying from € to 10 feet, You will

: notice that in most caser the nurmbor of men actually on

o) | excavation work does not exceed 50% of the total strength of
tho Companies, Battalion and Company duties, sick, 75 men per
diem for baths absorb a lot of men dally so reducing the
number available for work, O0f those available a mumber nz
always recuired for various duties i.e,, supervision, cab
laying, reinforcing &c., and special parties for téat boxes
&Ce., which further reducee the digging strength., |

To secure the safety of cable irn bad ground where the
required ground was not made, the buries have been reinforced
with bursters (sandbags fillec with bricks) and there were a
large numbcr of river, stream, drain and moat crossings, each -
of which required the erection of a substantial bridge,

&

;
:

The work has been proceeded with as expeditiously as
posasible, on 4 days or nights no work was done (1 day and
1 night through bad weather and 2 nights through heavy enemy
bombardment in vicinity of work) in adaition one party was
shelled whilst working and had to abandon their work. During
practically the whole of April the weather was very w»et,
consequently the ground was bad for working in and frequent
slips in the trenches resulted, altogether over 1,007 yards
has been lost on this account, during this month weather
conditions have been good, the ground having dried considerably
has materially assistea work,

r

- The 0fficers and men employed have, on the whole, worked.

* uncommonly well, often under. verv unpleasant circumstances :
both as regards weath 'r and Lhe persistence of enemy machine

- guns vhen near the front line,

| The Company Cormanders have generally given excellent
service and although the work was not such as they, @ither in
civil or military l1ife, were used to, ‘they took up the task
enthusiastically and carried 1t through falthfully. In this
connection I would specially mention Lisut. H.¥cGOWN (2nd
: HeZeBde. COy.) apte. LE.C,PANRY (lst N,”.Bde, Coye.) and
{ Capt. H.D.McHUGH (2nd ANZAC Cyclists) also Lieuts, ANDETSON,
GRIFENWOOD and 2/Lieut. HAY (Cable Ofricers).

The valuable assistance glven mem by the Officers
detailed from Corps Signals also deserves mention, the advice
and co-operation of Lieuts, “AUNDER and TUCKER has been

particularly useial to me.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
(Sgd) C.hellier Evans, Mafor,
II ANZAC Corps Cyelist Battin,
Commanding ( Tempy).

(New Zealand "“orking Battalion).
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REGINA CAMP,
19th May 1917.

The A+ D« Ae Signals,
2nd Anzac Corps.

Sir,-
Buried system of communicgtions.

I have the henour to hahd you hemwith a return showing
amount of work done in connection with above by the New Zealand
Working Battelion during the period I have been in command, viz
from 4th April to 19th May 1917 (46 days in all).

A total distance of 26,992 yards have been excavated ﬁnﬂ
cable buried at depths varying from € %o 10 faai. You will mmkx
notice that in most cases the nmumber of men actually on exca-
vation work does not exceed 507 of the total strength of com-

: panies. Battalion and Camgany duties, sick, 75 men per diem
to baths absorb a lot of men daily go reducing thﬂ.numbar
available for work. Of those available a number are always
required for various duties, 1.e. gsupervision, cable-laying,

r reinforcing etc, and ppecial parties for Test boxes, otc.

| which further reduces the digging strength.

To secure t£9 safety of the cable in bad ground and where
the required depth was not made, the lines have been reinforced
with bursters (sandbags filled with bricks). There were a large
number of river, stream, drain, and moat crossings, each of
which required the eection of a substantial bridge.

The work has been proceeded with as expeditiouely as pos-
gible. On 4 days or nights no work was done, 1 day and 1 night
thrﬂﬁgh bad weather and 2 nights through heavy enemy bombard-
ment in vieinity of work. In addition one party was shelled
whilst working and had to abandon their work. During prac-
tically the whole of April the weather was very wet, conse-

quently the ground was bad for
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working in and frequent slips in the trenches resulted; altogether
over 1000 yards has been lost on this account. During this month
weather condlitions have been good, the ground having dried con-
siderably has materially assisted work.

The officers and men employed have on the whole worked un-
commonly well, often under very unpleasant circumstances both as
regards weather and the persistance of enemy M.G's when near the
front line. '

The Company Commanders have generally given excellent ser-
vices and although the work was not such as they either in civil

or military life were used to they took up the task enthusiast-
ically and carried it thromggh faithfully. In this connection

I would speclally mention Lieut. N. McGowan, 2nd N.Z.Bde Coy,
Capt. E. Cs Parry, 1lst N.Z. Bde Coy, and Capt. H. D. McHugh,
ond Anzac Cyclists, also Lieuts. Anderson, Greenwood, and 2/Lt.
Hay (Cable officers).

The valuable ﬁaaistanne given me by the officers detailed
from Corps Signals also deserves mention. The advice and co-
operation of Lieuts., Saunder and Tucker has been particularly
useful to me.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(sgd) C, Hellier Evans, Major.
(2nd Anzac Cyelist Bn.)

Commdg. tempy.
New Zealand Working Battalion.

4
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REGINA,
19th May 1917.
The A. D A« Signals,
end Anzac Corps.,

Sir"‘

Working Parties.
Having been in charge of a working Battalion for

the past 7 weeks may I be permitted to offer a few observa-
tions regarding the selection and organisation of large
working parties.

First I would say that the long Continued employment
of a soldier on heavy manual labour seriously impairs his
immediate value as a fighter aﬁd g considerable amount of
re-training is necessary before he can be considered ==
equal to his former state of efficiency. During the period
he is simply & labourer; no opportunities exist (nor does time
permit) for keeping up his drill or musketry.

The formation of improvised battalions where a certain
number of men are taken from each service battalion does not
result in the most suitable men for the work being selected,
in fact it has rather the opposite result for Bn. and Company
Commanders are inclined to send their worst men as it affords
a chance of getting rid of them for a while. Again it being
mowm to be or thought to be the custom to select men of the
category mentioned above for working parties has a detrimental
effect on the individual, he thinking he is sent for some
fault. I know this impression is erroneous but nevertheless
it exists.

The evils of an improvised orggnisatian are always appar-
ent in the difficulties of administration. The wvarious ad-
ministrative personnel such as Adjutant, Bn. S.M., Bn. Q.M:sSs
and Coy S.M. and Q.M.S. have to be appointed from men without
experience with the necessary consequence of increased dis-

comfort to the nen.

!
el
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I would suggest that where work demanding thb services of
& large number of men for a considerable time requires to be
done, 1t would be better to use several complete units, i.0.
Battalions in turn giving each unit a definite task and a def-
inite period in which to finish. By this method units would
not be split up, Battalion, Company, and Platoon commanders
'Wﬂ?ld retain their own men, and not only would better and more
axéﬁditiﬁus work result but the discipline and fighting qual-
i;isa of the troops would remain unimpalred.
| I hawe the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Earvﬁnt.
(sgd) C. Hellier Evans, Major.
2nd Anzac Corps Oyclist Bn.

a
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1234 NEW ZEALAND WORKING BATTALION. SECRET . 19
Report on.work done for 2nd Anzac cnrpa in connection with Buried System
of O mmuniuatiﬁna during period 4th April to 19th Ha 1917.

Z.Bd e NoZ» ANZAC| 2 ANZAC
MT.Regt|Cyc.Bn.

5cam@ang or Unit

4=q=17 |17-4~17| 4-4-17
to $B8-4-17 | 16-4-17 |21-4-17

Avee.dally Str. 296 301 234 8086 321

Avge.on Co. etC.
duties

' Period engaged

Avge. Blck 12 13 ) 8 20 9

e
|
ro
o

e @t baths ) 10
2.8 other dubles)
Avge., avallable 206 218 240 159 240 | 226
| for work employed '
\las under

 'Avge., actually

24

o digging 123 184 102 147 142
: supervising 13 13 8 18 17
Stretahﬂr bearers 4 6 8 o
Cable party 31 25 17 28 16
“With ineers
“ hldg«Tost boxes eic 54 - 11 18 6

LY Hunhry jobs re
. “Anforcing line, ) =
fhrinkin carrying

Torl
“‘* otal days worked 7 n 10
B % nightg ¥ 13
R -
,ﬂo.dayﬂ o8t thro
re

45

12 13 27
IIIII!IIIIIIH§IIIIIIIHIIII
tleng of Bury con-
dtlieted In yards
3 at 6 f‘{;"‘L"daep 1214 2769 2583 8571
1590
1881

o 7 132 4153 885 - 6558
’ 8 X ~ 4990 1915 2935 13567
\ 9 & 10 108 496
ol lengtn  |asge 1300 sgea
Sy K. leng in
vid3 per day for
frty
ge ,length in £t l
man(all depthe 5.80
ga.snhin ft per
:Jf a man excava- 90 .4
“ion only (all
_“*;thﬂs
s a third for 30.1
S ling in

195 84.6 |116.8 |1085.7 1205

(sgd) Cs Hellier Evans,
18th May 1917. HMa jor.
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