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7908 .,m,

----- “behind then.

All Batteries ordered to stand to.
Advised Col Stevenson of this action , and received his instruction to be prepared to evacuate.

Ordered 1lst, 2nd, and 3rd Batteries to set fuzes at short range and to swing guns round in
direction enemy were coming from (right rear).

Brigade Commander personally saw Group Commander, Lt-Colonel Stevenson; whose Headquarters are
close by and closer to the lst, 2nd and $rd Batteries, The only information available as to what
was happening and nothing could be ascertained by telephone as Infangry higher formations had |
no knowledge of anything unusual on the front, was that the enemy in strong force had driven in
our outposts and were holding LAGNICOURT and had reached the 2nd Brigade Batteries onithe left
front of that village. Near the lst, 2nd and 3rd Batteries infantry from the sunken road on the
right front reported Germans were holding that road and had captured our machine gun. %The fron
and right front of these Batteries is dead ground after about 200 yards. The position was alrea
under rifle fire from the right rear (LAGNICOURT) and some of the 2nd Brigade personnel were stilll
coming away from their campsa nesr the gun positions there. There were no infantry supports kno

of nearer than VAULX nor escort near by and our positions open to direct rifle and machine gun fire
from the rising ground in their rear. B.H.Q. Staff were 2ll unarmed and the last man to leave wgas
sniped at and shot in the leg.(Bdr Gerard)

Lt-Colonel S¥evenson ordered the guns of 1lst, 2nd and 3rd Batteries to be temporarily disabled
and personnel to fall baeck to VAULX taking dial sights and breech blocks. Batteries were
instructed 2ccordingly.

20th Battalion (H.Q.at VAULX) pushed out two counter attacks one down LAGNICOURT VALLEY (Where
they joined the 12th) and one down road VAULX-LAGNICOURT and forced the Germans to retire leaving
dead wounded and prisioners. On instruetion from Lt-Col. Stevenson all Brigade personnel were
collected at Brigade Wagon Lines, and a muster roll call was taken, and the men directed to return
to the guns, as the infantry had driven the Germans back to their original line.

Communication with Group Headguarters restored.
By 12.30 all Batteries were in action again. No damage was found to have been done by the enemy

but 2nd Battery position had been shelled by 4.2 How. evidently with direct obsewvation as two S
were hit and several lots of ammuhition exploded. 10lst How, Battery at NOREUIL had not been nﬁﬁn

of action throughout the morning, although the enemy had reached as near as 400 yards from its
position., The Battery Commander, Major Selmes, applied amé for and received, half a company of

Infantry to guard his guns. ol
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part IL
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages
will be prepared in manuscript.
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a Delton House, _

15 Pitt Street
SYDNEY,

9th October, 1919,

Dear Sir, i
I have had the opportunity of perusing the Var
Diary of the 1lst F.A. Brigede of the A.I.F., With which
Brigade I was associated from its inception in Sydney,
practically until the Armistice was declared last yesrp.

Well, I do not desire for one minute to call for
invidious distinctlion between Brigades, but T think it is
only my duty to point out that the entry on April 15th, 1917
is not strictly correct. The copy that I have, reads as

follows :=-

"BEnemy advanced on Lagnlcourt and guns temporarily
= | abandoned &af ter counter attack enemy was repulsed
> and guns gat into action again."”
fact
As a matter of factj*f% connection with the enemy attack on
that morning was, that both tha lst and Qnd Brigades'wera
compelled to abandon.thelr g sk _the 1 -5 le) Litery
remained in aetion throug h t e"a-vanﬂal_causing
consgiderable ossen‘uw”'f;':-ﬁmﬁ; twd Wren T nally checked by
the Infantry, the enemy was from 150 to 200 yards only from
the gun position. Captaln Bean knows of this incidpnt and

Me jor General Rosenthal also can vouch to the accuracy of the
statement, as the 1l0lst How., Battery was on the occasion re=-
ferred to,commanded by myself. The opportunity was given to
the 101st’ How. Battery to show thelir metal, and they did so,
~and I would ask, 1f the copy of the War Diary which I have
quoted to you 1ls an exact copy of the record filed, thet the
entry for April 15th be z2mended to show that the 1015t How ,
Battery, which was part of the lst Brigade, was in actian

throughout the whole of th NC e,

A Yours faithfully,

WAR DIARY

{ _cer-in-Chargﬂ,
:-*ar Records,

..4.' MELBOURNE, VIC,

R J&....;:. _ . ;
| AT 4% 1919 | | &

N
Eéﬁi|
8

Place
f
L

-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO15371



