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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in I. S. Regs., Part II.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages
will be prepared in manuscript.
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IMPERIAL MOUSNTED DIVIGSION,
B R EURC R R TR

REPORT Od ACTIOR OF THE ROYAL ARTILLERY I.d.D. FrOM TiE 18th to
ognd APKLIL 1917.
=== 0=D=0=20=0Q=0=s0=

18th The Divisional Artillery less Notts Battery marched to TEL BU
JEMMT at 2300 168th. I nrdarad the Hotte Battery to march at °
1700 and renort to the i.0.C. Srd.ﬁwkrﬁrﬂrigada under whnaa ordens
this Battsry was placed.
17th ~ At 05690 the D,a.Ues moved to I in GOZ EL TAIRE (ruferanua map RAFA
1:125000) 2% miles S5.E., of DEIR EL BELAH, I ordered B/H.A.C. to
report to w.0.,0. Hth siounted Brigade. Ufficer Commandine this
Battery having oreviously made a reconnaisance of ths ground to
the Rast of the Wadi SsHisndA, this Sattery was brought into action
at 1430 to engage the enemy who wers clearly visible on SAUSAIE
RIDGE working on sntrenchments and fortifications. 30 rds Shrapnel
anc 15 Helie were fired with good effect, this uattery returned to,
TEL EL JEMWJULI at 1339:
The Hotts Battery under ordere of 4.0.U. 3rd u.id.8rigade moved
-across the vadi sdenlA ahd rewsined in readiness, at 1700 this
dattery returned to il bu Josafl,
3erks Hattery moved up to join 6th ﬂnuntuu srigads at rfoint 280
at 0800 end reconnoltred ground. Ko rounde fired. 1 placed A/H.A.C
at YE. bu JEMMI under orders O Gelele 4tn A.LTH.S8de. in
- eonjunction with S.s.ReAs Dosert Jolum I cerried out a reconn=
. alsance of the ground at ASEFREIYEHE and AsSBAS RKILaE with a view
to ascertaining the best positions for guns to aunnort an attack
- on ATAWINEH,
18th D.A«. ordersd to march to Tk B JEMKI. On the nisht of 17/18 .
I ordered Notts, Berks, ‘and AfH.A.Us to take up pnai+iﬂna dug in
Wadi SIHAN Hbtte 19 D6-2" st 2000
serke (9 NIERD anLih A 12140000
| AJHAC W8 cﬂi’g 8 : .
With orders to co-oparate closely witn the attack of the Jdounted
: Brigades KiIRBET SIHAN BL - ATWAILAGEHM Front zones having baen
allotted at 0530 on the worning of the 19th.
19th Fire was opened by A/4A0 at about 0530 on the snemies infan#r%
and owing to low visiblillity observatlon could not ba carrisd put
effectively from Battery positions. A .0.0. was {a@ereforg’sant
ropward to «.0.U, 4th AL, 3rigade Tor closer observallon, ;
targete were sngared in this manner and a rapld rats of fire was
nainteined at rengsd varying from 5000 to 5800 until 1t was *
-evident thatcloser support was NS8cessary. I therefore orde
this Battery tomove forward across thse Wadi SIHAN towards ;- i
ATAUILNBHA the groundi having previocusly been reconnolitired and §=
although a diffisult operation Lgs thl@ 3uttery had to ady
@across the open) a covered position was succspsfully-ocoup
at 14 4-l. Observation wus carried out on the hizgh ground 400
yaras to Lue Wesl continucus touch beigy xept with the sjtuation
by an Officer of tne SBatltery with G.U.0. 4th A.L.H, Brigade and
fire support given as required and aeked for. A searching ~nd r,
rapld fire was uaintninﬂd on, the eneny rainfcrﬂumnntn as theg
advanced.
Ho. of rounde fired 4726 shrapnel 183 H.L, daﬂunltien 1 a.r. wnuﬂ%d.
Berks Battery having lald out lines of {ire over nigzht commencegd
firing at 0800, Observation was diffiocult owing to 11 t towaxds
0800 however targets were more clearly defined and ﬂ$n
was swepts Thie Battery was able to co-operate afGesbiwely with
an asroplane of the R.F.C, who directed fire effectively. .
On orders being received from the Division, I instructed this
Battery to regert to 3,0.0, 6th ut4, Bde, who were hsldi 'up at
AWiS, A position under cover waa taken up- e

--W-ﬁgr N. 1n the Wadl SIHAN where abﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂtiﬁn wags -zood . j

=
-
|
i
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- . firing at a range of about 5000 yds. At this period nut'trEBpa
Wi~ were patirinp and a thick covering curtain of fire was brﬁgggﬁ

to bear on the forward slopes of ATAWINEH until our troops
evacuated the gound. No. of rounds fired 918.
Notte Battery opened fire at about 0530 and kept a steady rﬁ%& of
fire on enenmy position untlil observation and light improved -
when fire was increased in intensity cont inuous touch was kept
with 3rd A.L.H. Bde an Officer beingnwith G.0.0C. of thies Brigade
all afternoon to aseist the retirement of our dismounted troops,
effective firs support was glven at this critical period.
Ho. of rounds fired 445 Shrapnsl 255 H.E.
B/HAC marcihed at 0200 from TEL EL JEMMI under orders of 4.0.C.
5th Wtd origade to MUNKHELLEHd at 0730 an O.P. was established in
front firing line in a U.>7, enplacement, fire was opasned at
0800 on lower slopes of LAUDAGL RIDGE aubaaquently the eneny was
engaged along the whole front of Bth itd Brigede following them
up the slopes; at 1200 abservation was moved forward to our
support line as our troops had advancad and subsequently an
Officer was sent forward into the front firing line continuously
supporting the advance of thie 3rigade. At 1500 the ensnmy
launched a counter attack in force and under instruction of 30C
Brizade a barragse of fire must by kapt on the eneamy at all costs
Inis Sattery mada rapid andi affective shooting and thus enabled
out” troops to withdraw in order although &t this time this
Battery was being heavily shelled by hostile artillery, fire
gupport never slackened, one entire detachment of gunners were
wounded, gunners were immnedlately tranaferred from other guns
and ac the geprvice of Battery was maintained, Shortly after the
eneny attacks had besen driven off ona mun waa put out of astion
by a direct hite.
At 1730 an order wasp given by G.0.0, drigade for this Battery to
withdraw to EL 4dEDUR. This was succesafully carried out under
very trying and difficult circumstances ag the teams arrived on
the position the Bettery was agalin shelled several horses bagng
hit and a tean and gome led horaes stampeded,
I consider this Battery was handled in a most efficient and i
effectiv¢ manner under most difficult eliroumstances and that tha
conduct of all ranks leaves nothing to be desired. :
Total number of rowue 1002 ashrap. 588 H.&Z. Uasualties D D.7 e
At 1800 I ordered Berks, Hotts, A/HAC and B/dHAU to retire and

- - take up position bﬂhing SHARTA HILL uvmder cover of darkness.

20/218t Batteries dug in behind SHARIA HILL and registered points
88nd B/HAC ordersd to point 230 under #,0,U. 5th dtd. Bde.

Ths Divigion bheing reliesved, Satteries marched under cover mf
darineas to asasAl I xﬂdl&, DeAele o midAN YUNID.
bammunicatinns ware establishsd susccessfully by telephone with
Batterics tgru hout, the whole of theees oOperations with the
axception of 3/8AC. "s
Ammunition auuply was most. effectively carried ocut by D.,A.C, and
although one Battery fired 1400 rounds t+1eFe was no &utual
shortage.,
I have the honour to brine the attashad rauﬁmmﬂndatiﬂns of
Off'icers, H.0.08. and fen for your special consideration.

: : I have the honour to:be Gir,
: Your obedient servant,

o
L

| L O WA

MPERIAL MOUNS 5_:* DIVISION

- . TR
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Headquarters H.A, I.M.0,

go. 395373 A/Sgt BROWN F,
as done excellent work during the recent operati i
: 2 nt ons, }
services have been invaluable. He has nlsnpdnna gﬂgi :;ik in

the pas® and in the sarlier starses
: - - " Bl b 5 ﬂf t hﬂ' f{} n
Inverial Divisional Artillery. Fagsae ko, :

A Battory H,a.Q.

i >y
IF‘.;!'

No. 624021 Farrier Segt., Blogg H.3.
624879 Irumpeter LHouchler C.A.

8 Battery H.A.C.

W - ; A
@Lﬂuﬁ-i-ihﬂ-hh-!uka

Bnd/it,0.A.Phillipa

HE. 25031 Jpl. 3Bates J.E.
625020 Dr. Last J.S,

DeAsCo LoileDs

dﬂ,_‘?’t J, sanford Smith li;i{tﬂ- (Ttlr-)
Has done excellent worlk durins the recent operati onsg, the 1

€25120 3r. Rockett BeR.

824078 ir. Haynes W.lL.

BRATS% Segt Nathan A.J.
Whlr/Segt Wright 1.5,

‘

supply of ammunition wes continuocus snd fire of b
| | | atteries never A
Eﬁaﬂ%agad althaugh roads woro heavy and distance not inconsiderable
® volumn was formed by this officer at the formation of the

Jivieion., He han done
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