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18,000-12117 8723
WAR DIARY
OF -
 AUSTRALTAN CORPS CYCLIST BATTALION.

FOR

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. 1 Subject. Extracts from Australian Corps
Order No.53 regarding attachment
of Platoons to Divisions,

B QUARTERMASTER'S Reyport,

3. Report by LIEUT,0,5,SYMON on we¥k
done by Platoon whilst attached to
2nd Australian Division.

4, | Report by LIEUT,W,J,WARD on work
done by Platoon whilst attached to

3rd Auatralian Division.

s Report by LIEUT,.I .G,TROUT on work
done by Platoon whilat attached to
5th Australian Division,
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- ’*y" Extrac‘i:a from AUSTRALIAN CORPS ORDER No.93. APPENDD( [ i 8

Secret, Copy No.16,

G,
Australian Corps,
6th April, 1918,

AUSTRALIAN CORFS ORDER No,53,

1. Corps Mounted Troops. |
(1) The 0,C, Corps Mounted Troops will detail to each the 1st,2nd,
2rd and 4th Australian Divisions 1 troop of Light Horse and 1 platoon of C}

Cyeclist Battalion. _
The troop and platoon will report on the &th instant To Headquart-

ers of respective divisions who will arrange quartering.

(11) 0.C. Corps Mounted Troops will allot 1 troopsof Light Horse and
1 platoon of Cyclist Battalion to S5th Australian Division, these to be
held in readiness to join the division at a later date.

(iii) The troops allotted to divisions are for the specific duties
of =
(a) patrol and reconnaissance, including
flank protection @
(b) maintenance of communications :

and not for administrative duties.

Segd A,M,Ross Lieut-Col.
For Brig—~General.
General Staff, Australian Corps.
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APPENDIX )

QUARTERMASTER'S.REPORT _FOR_ MONTH__OF ~APRIL, 1918,

AUSTRALIAN _CORPS__ CYCLIST BATTALION.

RATIONS :— Normal.

PUEL :~ Some difficulty has been experienced in obtaining both wood and
coal in adenuate quantities,

ORDNANCE STORES {= No difficulity has bfen experienced in this respect,
suprlies being maintained normally through Ordnance except #ats,
Felt, none of which have been obtainable for two months,

. RETURNS :~ FAT, As tha Battalion has been on the move for 11 days out of
the month, and as almost the whole of the personnel then went on

detachment, no return of fat has been made during April.

TRANSPORT :~ Before the move, orders were received to reduce baggage to
. 2 minimum. Al) officers, therefore, reduced their kits to one
valise per officer, and the surplus kits plus certain surplus Q.M
stores were dumped. On the move no motor or any additional
transport was supplied. The Battalion moved for the first day
carrying 48 hours rations, but it was found that the horses were
overloaded and permission was received from Corps "Q" to reduce
to 24 hours rations which was picked up each day from railheads
during the move South, The transport proved adenquate to '
requirements with 24 hours rations carried.

During April, no evacuations of horses took place.

lllilcaptaini

Quartermaster.
AUSTRALIAN CORPS Cyclist Battalion.
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APPENDIX %)
REPORT by LIEUT, 0,S.SYMON on work done by Platoon attached to

2nd AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,

[ " T S— vyl N e e s Tl B gy B oy s B

Map Refs. Sheets 62.D, 357.D,

8/4/18 On arrival of Battalion at VILLERS-BOCAGE, I received orders to

report at once with complete Platoon to 2nd Division Headquarters.

Moved off at 5.30 p.m. and proceeded via MOLLIENS-au-BOIS5 to
BEAUCOURT, arriving at 6,40 p.m, Billeted my Platoon. Received
orders to furnish patrols of 1 N.C,0, and 6 O,R's to :~-
1, (a) Make acquaintance of all Headquarters, and tragks and roads
thereto, in Divisional Area,

(b) Make road reconnaissance of all roads and tracks in patrol
sectors.

(¢) Ascertain how far forward cycles could be ridden.

2. Make contact with Flanking Patrols of Right and Left Divisions,

9/4/18. Left Group Patrol proceeded by road via HENENCOURT as far as
cemetry at V 29.¢.10,30 and owing to heavy ehemy shelling could
proceed ne further by cycle. This patrol carried out it's job
satisfactorily, except they could not reconnoitre roads in square
D 9 owing to hostile shelling., |

Central Group patrol succeeded, except for the location of a
Headquarters in the S,E, of LAVIEVILLE, as the tracks to it were
being heavily shelled,

Right Group patrol proceeded to BRESLE on cycles and then on oot
to D.17.c.4.2 . This patrol did good work.

No patrol got further forward than line running through
v.29.¢.10,30, D,10.b. central, D.,17.c.4.2.

10 18 Left patrol working with Light Horse ratrol reached as far as

D.,6.a.9.4, through MILILENCCURTand were then fired upon.

Central patrol reported roads in D,9 damaged by shell-fire,

Right patrol reached D,16.c.4.4., on cycles then dismounted and
proceeded through D,21 to HEILLY returning to D.20 central,

This day 2 patrols made reconnaissance of roads in area behind
Divisional Headquarters,

Our patrols worked well with those of Light Horse, and
comparison of thelr respective reports most useful,

11/4/18, Right Group patrol proceeded via FRANVILLERS to about D,20
central, and at 11,30 a.,m. met our Right Division's Flanking Patrol
of Light Horse,

Left Group patrol could not get in touch with Flanking Patrol
of our Left Division,
Poor visibility to-day and roads still bad for cycles,

12/4/18, Right Group patrol made contact with flanking patrol of our
Right Division at 11,10 a.,m, about D.20 central,
Left Group patrol could not find any patrols of our Left Div.
Visibility very good to—-day and road and track reconnaissance
in many cases have to made on foolt and singly owing to enemy
observation,

The road running N.E, in D.4 has been heavily "strafed",

13/4/18,  Lieut. P,R,WELDON relieved me in accordance wifh orders.
| N ,h '.1_1 1\&.:’_"] \

--th:t--p--itpntltrtptliaut-

0/C Platoon Aust. Corps Cyclist Battn,
Attached 2nd Australian Division.
This Platoon from the 13th inst. to 30th inst. remained attached

to 2nd Aust, Division and carried out further reconnaissance work,
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REPORT by LIEUT, W,J,WARD on work done by Platoon attached to

3rd AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,

g T ey e B By S e, R e e T B S By S — T T S P B, W ST S e

. . Location Sheet 62D I.17.c8.2.

Platoon reported to 3rd Division on 8th April and proceeded to
BONNAY to be attached to 11lth Inf., Brigade for duty. 2 sections billeted
in BONNAY and 2 at I 36.¢5.5. The duties were to patrol the North bank
of the SOMME daily with 2 sections, from VAUX to SAILIY-1le-SEC,

In the event of a retirement the Platoon would be employed on
flank guard duties in conjunction with infantry on the right flank of the
3rd Division which rests on the North bank of the SOMME. The Platoon
would also destroy any bridges which the Engineers were unable to
demolish through casualties,

On the night of the 20th instant two picquets, each of 1 N,C,O,
and 3 men, were placed on bridges across the SOMME at SAILLY-le-~-SEC and
on the two barrel pier bridges between VAUX and SAILIY-le-SEC, These
were relieved on the night of the 2l1lst instant. ,

At 3,45 a.m. on the 23rd instant the enemy put down an intense

3 bombardment of the forward area, H,E, and gas—-shells being principally
used. Whilst moving to the point of assembly two casualties were
received ( 1 O,R. killed, 1 O.R, wounded) two O,R's were also evacuated
suffering from gas poisoning. Consequent upon bombardment Platoon
moved to I 36.c.4.95,

One O.R, was wounded at HEILLIY whilst on running duties.

Patrol operations on the Right Division flanks ceased on the 22nd
instant, the S5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION having absorbed the valley of the
SOMME in its front.

The Platoon at present is part of Divisional Reserve with

instructions to be ready at a moments notice for use in a tactical
capacity.

...ngd. ¥V, J.Ward .......Lieut,
o/Cc Platoon Aust. Cosps Cyclist Battn.
| Attached 3rd Australian Division,
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. REPORT by LIEUT, L,G,TROUT on work done by Platoon attached to

) | 5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,
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Location Sheet 62 H.35.c.

The Platoon reported to Sth Division on 12th instant for duty.
Reconnaissance was carried out- of forward areas, men being
made conversant with roads and approaches,

Night of 17/18th ipst. 1 N.C,0, and 2 O.R's accompanied a fighting
patrol of 32nd Battalion, no contact being made with the enemy. 3
O.R's on patrol duties with 14th Brigade were evacuated to Hospital
suffering from the effects of gas.

Night of 18/19th inst, 1 N.C,0, and 2 O,R's accompanied a fighting
patrol of 30th Battalion., The patrol got in touch with enemy and
shots were exchanged. 1 N,C,0, and 2 O,R's accompanied patrols of
14th Brigade and contact with the enemy was again made. 1 N.,C,O,
killed in action,

Night of 19/20th inst. Two parties, each of 1 N,C,0, and 2 O,R's

accompanied paﬁrﬂlﬂ of 31st Battalion and 14th Brigade.

> Night of 20/21st inst. 1 N.C,0, and 2 O,R's patrolled with 32nd Battn.
and fired on enemy's strong post,

ight 23/24th inst, Patrol of 3 O,R's sent to 29th Battalion, and
myself and 4 O,R's to 31lst Battalion. On the way up, both parties
were caught in the most severe gas—shell bombardment yet put down
on this front, 4000 shells falling in one small sector, After
remaining for 2 hours in this bombardment, parties felt the effects
and 3 O,R's were evacuated to Hospital suffering from the effects of
gas, Patrol to 29th Battalion struck no opposition whilst on patrol.

Patrol to 31st Battalion met a stronger patrol of the enemy and
successfully dispersed them,

The men have done good work and have behaved well under fire,
I attach copy of instructions received from Sth Divisional
Headquarters regarding the duties of Platoon whilst attached to them.

-

‘S di-liﬂymrﬂut.-n.;;‘Liﬂ'ﬂt;
0/C Platoon Rust. Corps Cyclist Battn.

Attached S5th Australian Division,
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COPY,
' 8th Infantry Brigade. G16/176. 5
14th Infantry Brigade, EIERIND LA
15th Infantry Brigade.
No. 4 Troop "C" Sqdn. 13th A,L,H,
< Cyelist Platoon attached Sth AUST DIV,
: % Small parties (approximately 1 N.C,0, and 3 men) of
No. 4 Troop "C" Sqdn, 13th A,I,H, and Cycllat Platoon respectively
will be attached to each Infantry Brigade in the line nightly to
’ gain experience in front line patrol work,
= Infantry Brigades will ensure that these attached parties
work as part of battalion patrols and that they are under experienced
patrol leaders and thus gain maximum value of instruction
afforded them,
JS. O's.C. No. 4 Troop A,L,H, and Cyclist Platoon will ensure
that as far as possible, all men of their commands are attached in
turn to Infantry Brigades fnr the above instruction,
4, Details re the above will be arranged between the
~ Infantry Brigade Headquarters and the unit commandees. concerned,
. o In addition, suitable men will be attached both by

No. 4 Troop A I.,H, and Cyclist Platoon to Infantry Brigades for
instruction in observation duties (Brigade and Battalion O.P's.)
and in the writing of reports.

6. A record will be kept of men who are detailed for
instruction in accordance with the above, particulars being
forwarded to Divisiocnal Headquarters. This information will be
forwarded to 13th A,I1,HB, and Aust. Cyclist Battalion by 5th D.,H.Q.

Sd, G.,F,Wootten Major G,S,
17th April, 1918, Sth AUSTRALIAN DIVISICN,

| Copies to :-
2 Australian Corps.
13th A,1.H,

Aust. Corps Cyclist Battalion,
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