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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

AUSTRALTAN GENERAL BASE DEPOT WAR DIARY

Army Form C. 2118.

Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs, PaxtIL. ~ EINSESHR I.IGENCE SU: SHEET 5
and the Staff Manual respectively. %Eitle pages _ ' :
will be prepared in manuscript. (2) (Erase heading mot required.)
e Remarks an
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information referénces to
: = | Appendices
1918
J&an
lst Marched in frem England 30, From Hospltal 31
Merched out te Units 34
| 2nd Merched in from England 35 From Hospital 47
Marched out to Unlts 54
Jrd Merched in from England 59 From Hespltal 25
Marched out to Umdd Hospital 2 Evacuated to England 1 P.B.
4th Marched in from England <2 From Hospltal 14
Merched out to Units ©
oth Merched in froem Hespital 51
| Marched out te Units 177 To Hespital 3
6th | Marched in from Hespital 15
| | Marched out to England 54 P.DB.
Tth | Marched in from England 35, From Hespital 42
| Merched ocut to Unlts 96
8th Merched in from England 8 From Hospltal 20
Marched out to units 5 To Hosplital 2
9th Marched in from England 65 From Hespital &l
Marched out to Units 88TBse Hospltal 1
10th | Merched #n from England 180 From Hespital 22
| llarched out to Units 4 to Hospital 5
1llth Merched in from Emgland 8 From Hospital 50
| Merched out to Units 34 To Hospltal S
12th iarched in From Hospital 12
| Marched out te Units 37 To Hespital ©
13th | Merched in From England 40 From Hespital 26
Marched out te Unlts 2635
14th jarched in from England 25 From Hospital 28
| Marched out to Units 40 Te Hospital 1
Lot | Marched in from Hespltal 23
5 | Marched out to Units 36 Te Hospltel 7
16th Narched in from Hespltal 13
| | Marched out te Units 38 te Hespital 8 Toe England P.B. 16
As834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D. & L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13%
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Appendices
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Summaries are contained in ¥. 8. Regs., Part 1L INTELEIGENCE- SUMMARY.
“and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript. (31 (Erase heading not required.)
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information
.19,&.8 e
Jany
17t Merched in from England 28l From Hespltal &&
Marched out te Unit 1 te Hospital 18
L8th Mearched in froem England 4 from Hospltal 42
Marched out te Unlts 17 to England P,B., 7S
19th Marched in from Hespital 19
Marched out te Units 62 te Hespltal &
EOthq Marched Im From England 25 From Hospltal 2%
| Marched out te Units 264 to Hespital 2
21lst . Marched in from Brgdaré 20 Hespital 20
| Marched out-to Unit 27toc Hessiiei-44d England 11 P.B.
22nd | Merched in from Hespital 19
| | Marched out to Unlt 2 Hespitel 11
| 23rd | . Merched im from England 42 from Hospiltal 19
* | Marched out to Units 24 to Hospltal 3 -
24th | Marched in frem Englasnd 133 from Hospital &l
| Marched out to Units & Hosplital 2
<5th [ Marched in from Hespital 20
| Marehed out to Units 130 Hespitel & England P.B. 21
26th | Marched fn from Hespital 50
| | Marched out to Units 24 Hospital 2
27th | ' Marched in from Hespltal 8
' Marched out te Unlts 6§
28th | Marched in from Hespital 25
| Marched out to Units 20
29th | Marched in from Hespital 21
Merched eut to Heospltal 2
30th Marched in from Hespital 38
| | Marched out te Units 36 to Hespital &
| 3lst | Marehed In from England 852 from Hospltal 25
| | Marched oeut te Unlts 11 to Hespltal 3
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Base Depet but the circumstances of Ilts original famation are as follows:-

The authorisation for the formation of the Australian General Base Depot 1s contalned in
I.G.C./A.D,/7259 dated 3th September 1916 as per copy of Routine Order No 1 zopy of whibh 1s
attached marked l.

This Bage was formed for the purpose of accummudatin% Casuals and Reinforcements of Units
other than Infantry and Pioneers and was formed at Camp "Z" Etaples.,

Lieut Hornimanr wazs appointed Acting Ad jutant on the 28th September: and Captain Holland
was appointed Medfical Offlcer about a month later
on the afternoon of the 23rd September 1916 all Reinf arcements and Casuals of Diwisional

and Corps Units merched into A.G.B.D. and the following day similar units arrived, those on the

. 23rd beilng from the lst A,B.D.B. those of the 24th beling frﬂm.Endﬁ 4th and 5th A.D.B.D.
| On the 12th October 1916 the A.G.B.D. was transferred to "R" Camp Etaples to make room
for New Zealand Troops. The A,G,B.D. remained in "R" Camp until the 29th May 1917 when 1t
wes moved from Etaples to Havre Base Area Camp 24, Iezarde Valley.

Iieut Horniman remained Ad jutant until Captaln Kimber  wes appointed on the 7th October
1916. ILieut Jacob appointed Adjutant viee Captain Kimber evacuated to Hospital Sick during
| December 1916, Lieut Foord appointed Adjutant vice Lieut Jecob evacuated to Hospital slck
on 20th Nprill 1917.

Gaptain J.B.Shand marched into A.G.B.D. from BElectrical,Mechanical and Boring Coy

' dur ing October 1916 to take up position of Quartermaster. Lieut - Purves was appointed Quarter-

. -master wice Major Shand evacuated to Hospltal silck during June 1917.

The appointments of Lieut Col Tunbridge,C.M.CG, as Commanding Off icer, Lieut Foord as
Ad judant and Lieut Purves as Quartermaster terminated on the 18th December 1917 on which date
the A.G.B.D. was reorganiged as referred to later.

From 18th December 1917 to 24th there was snow on the ground and continuous wind, A

falls of snow occurred again but about the 6th January 1918 the weather became abnormal and
almost spring conditions prevailed. This continued until =7th Fanuary. Buds appeared and 1t
looked as if the trees would soon beleh forth into bloom, However pests appeared and saved a
' probable disaster to all succulent vegetation by checking before they opebed out.

Troops are inspected on arrival and before despatch as described in my diary of the
3rd Australian Division Base Depot. The re inforcements which arrive are physleally a fine

l | qxhaﬂ' t. W4q73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D.& L. Ltd. Forms/C.2r18/13%
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thew set in on 24th and ending on the 26th when most of the snow hagl disappeared, A few light

type of Soldier but the system of allowing Artillery and other miscellaneous Divwilsiom and Corps

* AUSTRALTIAN GENERAL BASE DEPOT WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.
|
Inﬂt:rémtiﬂnﬂ regarding Wa.rdDiari:EE‘s Ennﬁ Inbel}l}igenﬁa I *E- v "
ummaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part 1L NEFELILIGENG -SUMMARY. -
and the Staff Manual respectively. %ﬂiﬂe pages SHEET 1
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.) li
M
Remarks an |
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to i
| = LR sl L e Appendices a
" Bavre |1918 '
h Jany |31lst | There is net any previous recogd of a Wer Diary im connection with the Australian General
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| AUSTRALIAN GENERAL BASE DEPOT WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118,
[ Inah'émtmns regarding WardDmnf‘a éan:ge IntelIil enﬁe 3 ﬂrﬂ- -
' ummaries are contained in art NTELLGIGENCE -SUMMARY = |
and the Staff Manual respectively. %‘Eﬂe pages : SHEET 2
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.)
e = - RE A s RE ﬂ.n
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information rifﬂrenﬂ;f to 1
_ ppendices

Troops tu carry kit bags, ration bags etc in the hand gave them an unsoldierly appearance, Most
| of the men from England have very long halr. I have salvaged all kit bags and no man is
| allowed to proceced to the front until his halr 1s cut to the regulation length. Units not pro-
| ~vided with the webbiag equipment roll their blankets (bancdolier pattern) and look much smarter
| then hitherto.

TAr Barbers institute has been fitted out with full set of clippers razors, combs hot water

S : geyser ete likewlse the bootmakers and Tallors departments have been improved.
- | Ve etable growing., An area of about 2 acres in the Depot ground has been manured and

plo or early VEgetablE crops., Also about % an acre has been rented near the depot. for
putatnes. Horses and a plow has been arranged for the worke.

Metalled roads have been established and cinders sre being obtained for the parade ground,
| Institutes are plentiful. The Church of England recreatlon room with billiard teble, the
| | Y.M.C.A. Hall and Cinema ancd B.E.F.Canteen give ample accommodation. Entertainments sre pro- |
: -vided by ghbod artists from Miss Iena Ashwell Companies and other reportory Companies In the ‘
| | Y. M.C.A.
' Training, Only fitting testing and lectures on the Small Box Respirator and P,H .Helmets |
are given nere since 1/11/17.
| Reorganisation, “P.B." personnel were selected and the positions all filled by 21st

Decemb (Appendix "

H).

Mens Messing. The system was changed and prompt attendance at meals insisted®~Corparals
- messes apart from that of the men were abolished. New doors were procured for the cooking
- ranges in the kitchen, the mlsfits belng dispensed with, Plates;muga,salt cellars, peper castorg
- were put into use immedlately lnstead of the system of mess tins as formerly. Kitchen painted
. inside and Dining Halls raimtajq windows painted and the whole aecmrated with flags ete, A
. potatoe peeling machine Sausegeé’and bread cutiers mahhineéwinstalled.uﬂThe latter saved a cone=
. -siderable weste of bread,

BétcBecove ofs A great effort was made in this department and an iIncrease of nearly
70% wes mace In comparison with the month preyious tomthis alteration, This was dane with all
consideration for the men lp roasting the mealas against boilingg

Supplies of vegetables regularly purchased for the men and plum pudding is included in the
| | menu about three times per week, Every Cesual and reinforcement arriving in the Depot 1s

| provided with a hot meal and the "Stock Pot" is alwsys useful for men out on night duty in the

? | ¢old weather,
) , | | The Inppector of Messing L of C reports that the urganisatinn has mede a great improvement

\I I
| L ‘ - As834 Wt.Wy4g73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D.& L.Ltd. Forms/C.2118/1% ‘ J
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AUSTRALIAN GENERAL BASE DEPOT WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.
or
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
" Simarics e contoined in ¥, & Regs Pt I INTELLIGENCE -SUMMARY. B
I -~ and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages ‘ _ o .
) will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading mot required.)
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to |

Appendices

i
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| in the serwving of food, condition of cookhoises and Dining Halla-and the recovery of fat for
" | January is quite a record.

Medical arrangements are as in the 3rd A.D.B.D. 1l.e. Boards are held regularly under theﬁuwan,
S.M.0, ame Australian Base Depots and temporary sick are placed in the Fleld Hospitel under an ‘
f | Australisn Medical Officer,
| The dental services are ad jacent anéd do all the Australlian work here,

Depot weter supply is shown on appencix to 3rd A.B-D .B. history where the reservolr is
installed,

Troops have to march to Havre about 58 miles to entrain,
| | The sppendices given in my history of the Sré A,B.B.D. apply in most cases to this Command,

# |
| | gﬁ@tﬁ A Lieut Colonel
| C omm

t Australian General Base Depot.

| | :EEW%ﬁr

—r—
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AUSTRALT AN GTLFRAL BASE DEPOT WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.

or
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence SHEET 7
Summarieag;a m:;gntained in F. 8, Regs., Pagrt 11, INTELLIGENCE- SUMMARY.
anﬂc} ]t)léa Staff iilanual respectively. Title pages (& Lty = crod)
wi prepared in manuscript. Jrase heading mnot required.
s rdicl AR —_—— C G LA A T LT i ~ | Remarks and
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
; Appendices
B e L e 3 n, e
menes 50 MM AR B o~
Officers  Officers Other Rks Other Rks
Strength on December 18th 1917 29 781
Marched in From England 88 1342
| Hospital 3. 105 1242 2584
| i 134 3365
1 Merched out To Units in Fileld 9% 2337
| Hospitel - ' ele
Englend "P.B," : 5 104 258 2694
R e s e e T s o i i e e i T e i i 1 e e e -
| Strength on February lst 1918 30 671
| o
’ ? 7f)
| B |
| '7%_& &*’_} {7’ Lieut Celenel
| Commanceng AUstrallan General Base Depot.,
|
, | Havre
| i 3rd Februery 1918,
| :
| |
| 1
As834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D.& L.Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13 o
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WAR | ESTABEESHMENT *

AUSTRALIAN  GENERAL BASE DEPOT .
o e R TR 5 A SR (i e
B e 1R :
BETALL 81 8810w 431 9
! o~ v o5 logp, gyl 'ﬁ i L i
- i SiEnismEt 2T 2 |
| i E i g :E} | mmﬁ “ 1 o 1 & ] 1ot )
'5 -} ._: ! ! } :
| Lieut Colonel | q 3 ! : : 11a(includes 1 for Order-
| | ! ' ! | | ly @oom)
Ad jutant : 1} : : I 11 (b) Q.M.Stores 1
: : : : : | Orderly rcom 1
Quartermaster ! S : : ; 1} - Cook 1
i { 1 f ; : Provoat 1
Subalterns : 5 | - { { 8 Train conduct.in%
1 | I i 1 "
Reg Sergt Na. jon P 1 : - : 1! " rationing _1
; I : : l l Total LS
Reg Quat'tsrmﬂat?r ! : : : :
ser gt ; r 1 . . . 1 (c )Shoemaker 1
: : : : : i Tailor 1
Company Sergt ! ! u l | : Q.M.Stores 1
a Ma, jors : ’ 4(&)} - : 4& Orderly room 4
| - : : : ' " officers Mess 1
\ | ‘ { ! ! ! i :
vompany quarters : : : : ; Sergeants lMess 1
master gergeanta i | 3 3 3 Dining Hall i)
sergeants (b) : ! g ! : 61 sanitation 1
: ! ! | | - Pioneer 1
Corporals. (c) 1 : : R 1T RS 12 Total 12
! : 1 l | :
Privates (d) ! ! ! I 38 | 38
: { 1 1 1 -
Batmen (e) ; I : S . 1%
! I I i I i
| : e : :
Total Depot : g% 6 . ot 69 3 81
(exclud ing : : ; 4 ; |
attached ) ' l | | ] :
ATTACHED : : - - : [
~  A.A.H.C. e - e 5(5! 7
Total Depot f ] ; i g :
including : : : : : |
l attached b7 Ae L - a0y . G 8q
e e e S e S PR ——— e L e e e bt HJ“-—----—----H--H-#‘---
(@) Butcher 1 Sanitary squad 4
Shoemaker 1 Carpenter 1
Q.M,Stores 2 Ba.rber 1
Orderly room 3 Pionesr i &
Of ficers Mess 3 Des truct or a
Sergeants mess 2 Incinsrator U
Dining Halls 4 Bat hh house 1
Cooks 8 Drying rooms 1
Police 2 Teilor 5:!8.

() Includes Batmen for reinforcement Officers etc,. o
(f) staff sergeant diaperlaer.(g’ Includes 2 dressers abd 2 Hospital

&ttanﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂtﬂg B
Notes 1. The whole of the above persommel will be of category "B
8 One additional cook will be added for every 200 or part of 200

above 1600

g 3
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