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A.M,

Headquarters, ‘t— |
5th Australian Division.

Headquarters,
2nd ANZAC.

1. I have now inspected the front line of the subsection

(II B) under my command.
intervals there is a wire entanglement along practically the

whole front, and also & very considerable number of lengths of

With the exception of two unwired

trench, not only on the strong points of the line, but also
in a number of the intervals between them.

%,
3
..

3. The work done appears to accord more with the original

plans framed about Jamuary 1916, than with the later memos on
the subject, particularly Anzac letter 41/8/1 of 9th March 1916 \‘*

Corps, G.S.circuler No. 1 of 23rd March 1916, which I take t»o

indicate an intention to rely on the fortification and aeuup'a‘.‘t,‘\inn

by & part only of my Division of strong points as pivots for
A0S

manoeuvre in or in front of the line by the main body of the : ]

Division, the "surplus troops" shown in G.S.circular No. l.
But this circuler states in para. 5 (a) that a fire trench 4'6" |

deep shall be constructed along the whole front and shall be

It appears to me that this entm-glemnt

covered by entanglemenis.
if completed, and indeed much of the existing entenglement wm&ld

hamper greatly, if not altogether prevent, my aurplua t.rouga |
. - i

from effective manoeuvring.

Se My understanding of the position is that ultimately a

1ine is to be prepared for occupation by a large force capeble
of stopping & strong attack, but that the immediate need 1s to

thold the line as an outpost position and to rely on manoeuvre

Lm:mi counter attack as the effective mode of defence.,
T therefore suggest that the imnediate obligation 1s

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO16315
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oull

2.

to construct and maintain only the strong points and to leave

the intervals free for manoeuvre, and it is for the purpose of
recelving instructions on this point thet this memns is
submitted, because it seems to me that this is the best mode
of defence with the troops at my dispossal.

4. I now proceed to a consideration of some of t.m details

of the ganari.l view expressed above. '
|

Se In the first place I would do away with a gon# deal
of the wire now laid, and would give up all the tren ctiaa in |
the intervals between the strong point.s. In the Hori,ihem
half of my subsection from Gundagi le to Eatoomba t#mae I
points are well defined and the intervals reasonably !
commanded. In the _Southern half _t.h? strong points qa not so

obvious, nor are the intervals so weil commanded, but’." a

satisfactory series of points can mwrt.helaas be :I.nxlj.uatad
In this half particularly, save fnr' one gap, manomwrd in and
ahead of the line is practically ﬁnﬁoasible under present
conditions of wire and trench. et r

. '1 .

6. I would prefer not to manamﬂre against an andtmy at
any distance so far ahead of the fmn{t line as to prqv;ent. any
of the strong points from guarding o:ta flank of my advma 9
and this apart from the problem of pﬁaaing the mgting-. wire.
There is ample room for decisive aﬂt;Jion even with this
limitation, and I doubt if the stmng points could so prbtaﬂt.
a flank for me if manoeuvre took plg;ue "2 or 3 miles in mgnt
of the line". Of course my remarks are not meant to imply
that an enemy successfully attacka:i;ﬁl would not be pursued b'g me.

I
\

7. Such manoeuvre in and near the front line instead |
of well ahead of it would also :f I{
| | () Give me the help of m}ky heavy artillery on the
- Canal benks. ;
| (b) Lessen greatly any a.n{rnet.ias about water.
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8. The strong points that I recomend are seven and this

I think is an ample number. They are named from South to North.
THeE serink

| ROURD HILL
THE PLATEAU
| EATOOIBA
| AUSTRALIA HILL

KEMBLA
GUIDAGI

S. 'Hot only the fire trenches, but also support trenches
should be constructed at these points, and also a good number
of M. G. emplacenents to m the intervals between them.

10, Other points which I would like to mention arei-

(a) That water storage be provided in the front line
aﬁfmmﬂd@pummmmnmmmww
it.  Thére 1s always e risk about any punping scheme continuing
unbrokenly, and if an enemy approached, risk of the pipe lines
being cut. |

(b) The Decauville Reilway now laid is not being used
and would require much repair to be used. It will by degrees
become quite useless. liow that the branch roads are completed
the Decauville is not necessary. I suggest that it should be

taken up and stored at railhead to be re-lald later if required.

{11. Imnutermetru-aM¢;mﬁ+-aa-to

how to deal with attacks at different points of my subsection,
but postpone doing so till the questions I have i;-n#..od in |
this minute are determined by Corps H.Q. 4 1

v

10/4/16 Commanding 5th Australien Division.

\
\

Ferry Post @ﬁij FJ L‘" [h"”\“‘t MAJOR GENERAL \ x
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Headquarters,

5th Australian Divisione.

le With reference to your G. 5/2007 of 10th April, 1918,
the Corps Commander desires me to pint out that the
entrenchments on the front line of your subsection were
originally designed for occupation by a division with
a congiderable mobile force in addition as a reserve.
At the time of the inception of the work it appeared
possible that an attack might develop before either time
or material were available to complete the works which it
was intended ultimately to construct. The most immediately
important work, viz., the preparation of a front line fire
trench, M.G. emplacements and wire entanglements, was
pressed on with.

Before even this stage of the work was completed
the military situation #wee materially altered, and the
1st and 2nd Australian Divisions were withdrawn at short
notice. Since the withdrawal of these Uivisions the
front line has been held merely as an outpost line by
mounted troops and a certain amount of work has been
done by these troops, especially in the direction of
Torming entanglements, to enable the outpost line to be

held and watched by a comparatively small force

S e The works should therefore be looked on as an
unfinished line temporarily modified to fulfil a different
function from what was originally intended, but which

may in the future have to be completed nﬁ the lines

originally intended.

Se The present situation is transitional. The surplus

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO16315
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surplus troops of your Division not reduired for outpost
duty migﬁt have to meet an attack, but the probabilities
of such an attack are so slight that the REREIRXR¥ necess=-
ity of pushing on training with the least possible
interruption should take first place.
Considerable notice of impending attack in force

can in any case be counted on = quite sufficient to enable
iclsarance to be made in wire entanglements to give greater

liberty of action etec.

4, The Corps Yommander is therefore adverse to employing
troops to undo any work that has already been done unless
the probabilities of attack greatly increase or until such
time as it may be necessary to continue the work on lines

at first contemplated.

Se To meet the immediate necessities of the case the

following steps should be taken -

(a) Study of the ground with a view to employment of
surplus troops should necesszity arisge including
decigion as to what entanglements should be
removed, what trenches should be cleared and
occupied etc.

(b) The further strengthening if necessary of posts
actually held by outposts but not of trenches
up to which the supporting Erlgade might be moved.
The latter could be very eonsiderably improved
in a short time in case 0of emergencye.

| (¢) The completion of the Inner Line.

(b) and (c) are important as it is recognised that as soon
as the training of your Division is sufficiently advanced
it will be withdrawn and be replaced by a much smaller

| force.

Be To reply in detail to the points you raise:=-

} Para. 2. It has never been the intention to construct a

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO16315



construct a continuous fire trench or entanglements
along the whole front. G.S.Circular No. 1 para. 5a
provided for the construction of the firetrench of
works which had been designed but were not yet commenced
and for the provision of entanglements to the extent
originally intended. This para. chiefly referred to
conditions which existed in Subsection "A",
Para. 3. It is intended emdy to construct and maintain
ag completed works only such points as would be held by
outpost picauetse.
There is perhaps some confusion as to the meaning
of the term "strong points". In Col. Grants memo they
ANAAA small works for all round defence within
fortified localities. I read it fhat you use the
exXpression ag synonymous with the expression fortified
localities. |
Para. 5. No strong pointgxin the sense used by Col.
Grantﬁhad been commenced in the southern half of your
Subsection, only the filring line of the fortified localities.
In fhia portion of the line much extra wir:aglacad by
New Zealand lisunted Rifles in connection with outpost
defences. As decided by Corps Commander this could be
removed should an attack in force be imminent while your
Division is available for counter attack, but for the
l present it should remaine.

Para. 6. You have a free hand in this matter.

Para. 7. The only heavy artillery now available is that
of the ships allotted to your Subsection.

Parags. 8 and 8, Please reconsider in the light of the
Corps Commander's decision that only works for picquets
should be constructed.

Para. 10. (A)Storage of two days' water for two brigades
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two brigades has already been provided I believe at camps
in front. It is thought that this should suffice under
oxlsting circumstances.,

The actual location of ths tanks is a matter for
Divisional arrangement, When first sent out they could not
conveniently or with advantage be placed in works under
construction,

Parailﬂ (B) The Decauville Rallway will require ceanewert
attention and should be kept in QEgeewer™® working order

as 1t would be the chief means of bringing up supplies for
supply of mobile troops, and of water in fantasses should
pipe lines fail. It is considered that the maintenance and
completion of the line would form good training for Pionsers

and Engineers,

(e

- bBrig.- Generasal,
General Staff,
end Australisn and New Zealand Army Corpse.
Ismailia,

12th April, 1916.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO16315



CD}_'J:?' o . Q"

SECRET - Headquarters,
No. G/6/2194 = 5th Australian Division

15th fpril 1916

A MINHORL VDU

. _The following nctes and instructions sre issued to explain the
role of the S5th Australlen Division while quertered in and
about Terry Fest., .

2 In February last an attack in force on the Uenel was expected,’
and a large force was disposed to meet it xr¥nZphk on the Eest

BEank of the Canal sufflclently far from the Canal to prevent
interruption cof traffic,

9., ° A position of resistance weas prepared gome 6 mileg Fost of
the Canal, An Intermediate pcsition was chosen in suppcrt, and
a serles of bridgeheads fermengan inner position was made on the
bank. of the Casnal.

Roads, rallways, and water mains were laid from the bridee heads
to main rail heads near the outer line., Lateral roads, tramways
and water pipes were laid to the outer line from the railkbssds.

4. ¥ith the Turkish reverses &n other theatres the possibility
of attack has diminished. it 1ls not anticivated that more than
40,000 men could be brought against the Canal during this spring, and
during the swmmer only small raids are expected to be dealt with,.

Oe It has consequently been decided to
(1) Hold the outer line as an outpost pogition, and

1 Zeep up the werks that have been actually prepared

; (2) Stop work on the intermediate position

1] (3) Preopare the bridzshsads for cccupation and defonce

l; by much smalicr Torces than are quartered there

| NP f NoWe JAT thie same time, in view of the possibility

— ¢ an attack in rforce next winver, the work on
roads; railways end water supply, vhich tekes time
o carry cub, is being pushed cn under cover of
the outposis.

G. The Defences are organised in 3 sections. The 2nd A.& N.Z.A.C.
holds the centre sechion Nu,2 with headquarters at ISMATLIA,
In Ho.2 Sectlon there are two subscctions, & held by 4th Australian
Division with headguerters at SERAPRUHN and B Lheld by the 5th

| Australian Division with headquartegs at Perry Post.

&

The boundaries of B subsection of No.2 Section ere
!! on the SOUTH A line from & point on LALE TIiHSAH 1 mile South

¢t BIR EIL FOWER running approrimetely East and

{1 through and including poin: €20,
\{ on the NORTH A lins running from the canal sterting from a
4 point 1lx miles South eof IIL FERDAN snd rumning East
Immediately Horth, of point 290,
ity "'A? Fa OfoO J’,-’}_ 0ot

7. The troops of "B" Sub

9éctinn are diétributed as shewn on the ' -
atteched table. -
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B The (,0.C, of the brigade on outpost duty will teke charge
of the outpost line and the troops allotted to that line, All
troops not required for outpost duty and patrols will put In all
the training theg CoN .

O, The Surplus troops will continue their tralning as arranged

weekly., If required for operaitions these will be ordered Dy
divisional headguarters

C {l ft_l‘ . ﬁmtm&

Lt. Celonel,
G.S5, 5th Australiasn Diviasion.

CO4 1
AL E- Q
LA Duv. ?1%1 : 10
ATOMS Il

L
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"Bt SUBSEGTION,

DISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS

8TH

AUSTRALIAN DIVISION

OUTPYO3TS

% Squadron Iight Horse z Squadron Light Hor
= : orse
£ Pattalion £ Battalion
Reserve := 1 Regiment Light Horse (less two = Squadrons) g
SUFPORTS )
STATION Railhead, about 6 miles out
i MR v TROOPS
FUIICTIOHS Eﬁ; “ug%%sjes relief of Outposts {1 Brigade trtillery )
D) Helnfc Outposts 1 Tield C
1 L ‘ S 0, Engineers
(c) ﬁLﬂﬁLGFd gusird of counter-atiacks 1 Baf Bri;ad;u(leas two & Battaliﬂns)
Ed% fufq¢uuaa nj }114?1 to support front line 1l Field EAmbulance ;
€, fusiebtlry ang : fraining Detachment Bikamir Camel Corps
"SURPILUSY TROOPE
LJ'.L-J-IL IC’:T IEJEHY b OLJ'-L EE_ST

FUNCT IONS

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(2} Find Canel ratrol, bridge head end
post gaerrisons

(b) Awaillable for counter atisck

(¢) Training

TROOVE
squadron Divisional lounted Troops
Erigades Lrtlller*
Fielu Co, nginee“s
2 Infantry Brlgadea
Piloneer Battalion
Cyelist Co,
c Field fmbulances
A.5.C, and details

= 03

N
=
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“WA"™ Form.

Army Form C. 2121.

MESSAGES AND SIGNALS. Mo of Messigs _
Prefix Code m.| Words Charge
‘ This message 15 on afc of: .
e e Sent e Date .
- 3 1A m.
’ P e e o -
e e e e e T L U i e e e Tu‘ = PR G e
By | (Signature of " Franking Officer.”)
In reply to Number
. AAA
; y
|
| i 2.
r L
T f
4 Jllll
- — =
- < O \ .-,-’f
1 FUR-S I, S : el b
= 1 - —
! 'y IL
O r"'.;
\

From

Place
Time

The above may be famr;rded a1 now corrected.

—

(Z)

Censor.

Signature of Addressor or person anthorized to telegraph in his name,

e

* This line should be erased if not required.

(688.9) —McC. & Co. Ltd,, London.— W 14142/641. 225,000 415. Forms O 2121/10.
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> B G-R E T,

a . |

No Iéﬁliﬂ'l ?‘

R -
o

<nd AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND ARMY QORPS,

s t

deadquarters,
ian Div N
Following is the narrative of events that have occurred
in the vicinity of KATIA todaye

6430 aeme Turks attacked DUEIDAR about 500 strong, and
wore heavily repulsed retiring southeast, pursued by aeroplanes
ore of which caused 30 uam?i_ijziaasmnngat them by bombs.

Brig.=General Viggin efatig=—Smd Squadronsmoved out to
MAGEIBRA, but apparently found no enemy there. In the meantime

another party of Turks attacked KATIA and advanced on ROMANI,

Capt.,
General Staff,
2nd Australian and New Zealand Army Corps

Ismailia,
23rd April, 1916. ol
C.8. R ¥ g0 2
G':Il- E. I
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! -
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AJM,

—

e/ g,

Q\ 1

To. Colonel Elliott.
Cormanding Mput.s in Subsection "B"« Section 2,

Hemorandum: References to mep of Sinai mmmm}m
1. Some further details have been received of the
fighting in the EKATIA district.

(a) One Company of the Royal Scots put up 2 good
fight against en attack by 500 Turks at DUEIDAR, The
Royal Scots wore reinforced by the 5th A.L.H. and the
Turks were driven off in a South East diroptim, leaving
many casualties.

It is thought that this body of Turks may have gone
to BIR EL JEFEIR,

(b) Three squadrens of Yeomanry (under Colonel Wiggin
were underteking an expedition against BIR EL MAGEIBRA
from EATIA at the time, This force fell back from
ABU DAREMN and after 24 hours wandering the bulk of them
got to ROMANI,

(c) & garrison at KATIA was attacked, and foll
back after 1} hours engagement. It is not quite certain
how far they have come back,

(@) The garrison at ROMANI was also attacked by,
it 1s reported, 6000 men; but this figure is obviously
Incorrect,

(e) Our Aeroplenes surprised the Turks at KATIA
while asloep, and inflicted 200 casualties with bombs
and machine guns,

(f) The ANZAC mounted Bivision (2nd L.H.Bde, and
NeZsM.R.Bde,) 13 on its way towards EATIA and ROMAINT.
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2 The most probable way in which we may be called
upon to co-operate will be in sending some mounted
troops ®» towards BIR EL JEFEIR,
3¢ VWith that in view the following should be held
ready to move at short notice.
0.Cs Lt.Colonel Mayger V.C. |
8th Light Horse Regt., (less 1 uqm&;*on)
Improvised Medieal Unit (Leo allmehet)
Dettmte BIEANIR Camel Corps |

100 Water Camels v fanfaceces)

4 It.Colonel liaygar should make all preparations
(maps -« compasses - guides if possible) to move to
BIR EL JAFEIR, The mounted troops would proceed at
their most sultable pace, the camels following them
under escort of the B.C.C., unless enemy are met with
when Lt.Colonel lMaygar would make his own arrangements
for proteeting all parts of his column.

Se It 1= reported that there is water at BIR MADEUR
BIR EL MAHADAT, and HOD EL BADA. |

€« The colum should be on the look out for messages
dropped from friendly aeroplanes. ,. - ..«

7« Please convey the nmmw instructions
to Lt,Col, Maygar, so that he may form his plans.
8+ The :I.nfmtiéninpm 1l above may be given to
your battalion commanders,

9. All your brigade should be ready for action on
the outpost line if necessary,

10, Please acknowledge ¥y this by wire,

) CMAragst
L‘Ti . ccloml

Ferry Poatie G.5 .5t.h Australien D!:riaiom
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