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BOLBING CONFERYI
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1. & Conference of Divisional, Brigade and Bavtalion Bombin

Officers will be held at Divisional He-4a uarters at -
on the 4th instant. e e R

2+ If for any reason any Bombing Officer is unable to attend
a subsgstitute will b2 sent. :

Je. A successor should be sppeintcd immedimtely for any offioger
who has become a casualty during the recent operations, and
the name of the officer notified to Divisionsl Headouarters,

4, All Bombing Officers will bring to the Conference sll

informations and sugpestions rogarding (2) bcmbing teotiocs
(b) amppuniticn supplies,that they can gather frgg the '

oxperiepees of their units in the operations just coneluded.

& O Frllocsi

fw Lieut-Colonsl,
Genaral Staff,
end QOctobor, 1917. oth AUSTRALIAN DIVISIOL.

Distribution :-

oonies
8th Infantry 3rigade 7
1l4th Infantry 3rigsde "
15th Infan'ry Brigade 7

Cony to:-

Divisionsl Bomb QOfficer.
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flobhas o Tunal; I poinie in Heannt OporealL{ona
carrled out by oth Australian Livision on
26lh September 191%.

Ll e .

l. The general value of Intelligenco wag 88pacially great on this
oceasion and called forth GXPress appreciation from Gorpn and
rmy  Headguarters,

2« Since the saction a great number of the documents captured, and

Prisonecis cvidences have been republished by higher formations
in Intelligenze Summneries.

3« Identificutions Woire made very cerly. Tha carliest was gent to
Divislonal Headquertiers at 7+55 @.m. One was sent by "Power
Buzzer" from the front line &t 8 a.m., others at 8.50 and © a.m.

and continually thercaftor. They were passcd back by all ranks
and found to be correct,

4, Saveral new identifications were made, mogt of which known to be

in FLANDES but not in iine: one eSpecially valuable was méde
of & Division in line which was thought to be fﬁ KUSSIA,

o+ The work of Intelligence FPolice and Battalion Intelligence
Earsonnel Wwas especially good.
apers, lettere, docuiuents, meaps ete, began to arrive at Brigea
Hecdouearters early and in large Quantities., At least 10 sang "

bags, four wallets and many other oadd
sent back. J Parcels and packets wars

6. 4Among the documents recelved werc complete org
ers
dewn to Company for the Gorman attack on the 25th,’t§évéziunal
before our attack. Others were secured giving enenly dispositiors
iEtentiuns,and assembly places for counter attask. one ,
particular document talken Wwag a defence scheme of theﬁgthwﬁeaarva

Corps. Although this document <14 i
< not = :
will be Invaliuable to those to whom 1t?§§;§t§§hﬂag§? front,it

7.Captured maps showing every completo trench systems, Headquarters,
machine gun positions, dugouts, dumps . tracks used and assembly
places, also one map showing battery positions. S e
Other papers captured gave the complcete wireless system, and
instructions of the frmy opposite our front; also the codes with
the lates corrections. These were immodiately used by the Avmy
for decoding intercepted wireless.

8. The instances related above are only some of many other
important letters &nd documents captured.

9., Zvery endeavour is being made to veturn to the Battalions
post cards, meps, papers etc. which are no further use for
intedligence purposes.

10. It 1s desired that all ranks know of the good results obtained
and further impressed on the importance of collecting and
returning all papsrs, letters ete. no matter how small or
unimportant they may appeer.

1l.As regards personnel veed for searching, it is considered that
two searchers in.+~27 of four be a8llotted to the Divisional
Intelligence Toliz¢ 1024 attached to Battalion Headquarters.,

6
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12+ It 1s agalin lmprecassed on 21l concerned that the time,

map location and by which Battalion eaptured should be sent
back with all prisoners and documents captured,

13, It 15 hoped that Battalion meke as much use 06 possible of

the Intelligence Police for securing immediate tactical
information.

General Staff,
5th Australian Division.
DLH Oﬂ-t . 1917 .

- e L
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a APPENDIX,
124

AXTRACT from & repert of & Divislen on the British Gas
stteck on night of 12/13th eptember 1917,

During the night of 12/13th September, the English made
soveral attacks in the divislcnal ssetor with the 22 c.m, phcsgene
pgag projectors long knovn to us, They proceeded 1In the’r usual manner
by suddenly firing & great number of these projectors simultaneously.

Unfortunately & large nunmter of casuallitles resulted., One o
the regiments had 105 cases, of which, vithin & to 15 minutes, 15
proved fatal. One company had 11 dead and alyiost tho whole of th:
remainder 1ll. These heavy losses were due to the fact that the
projectors appeared In large numbers, and vere mostly direct hits
nn the trenched,

The men ‘'ere taken by surprise, anc althcugh they put on thelr
masks with the greatest rapidity, the Immediste heavy chargins of
the air with gas dld not allow the men time to get on their masks
before they had 1inhaled auffiliclent gag to make then casuallitlies,

A certaln percentage of the casualitles vas due to écfectis in
the néw leathasr masks, The chilef defect lay 1: the insufficient
fitting cf the leather mesk agalinst ihe ferehead, caused by the
stif ness of the leather.

Res ides 1t was observed that the f rehead bands were too wide
evart, vhich in meny cases resulted In the meskx erinkliag up torrards
the centre. The men forgot, In the excitement of the moment to
smooth dovn the spece bet.een the forcheacd and the mask with thelr hand;
ges censsquently penetratecd into the mask and the resultin: difficulty
in dreathing made the men reise tholr masks ané cauveed siclkness,

Geod results were nbitained from the Z r:outhplece., + tegt
++411 pe made & &a dud from wnich 1t w1lll be establishecd 'whether
£ stronger gas than usual has been used (Af%er this folloi= &
serice of sugrestlons and advice fer the treatment of gas cesee),

Troops must keep & sharp look out for gi.s battery emplacerents.
ixperience has shown that the knglisy, make emplacements In sultable
positions for 16 to ¥0 mobtars, so as to be able to concentrate on to
any cne sector of cur trenches, and In the space of & fer minutes
tn fire off several hundred projectors,

It 1s therefore & prime necessity to pay the greatest attention
to ferisl photogrephs which will clearly show emplacementes for ges
firing M.'.'s, which must be Immedlately destroyed; elther by artillery
or bv heavy and medium i',i'.'s wlll bo cecildad by the division.,

48 the eneny only load thelr Moo 's at the last noment, keeping
the g&s shells till then in the nearest dug-outs, all dug-outs lying
1 the neiphbouriood must be engsgec by annihilating firc of heavy .
calibre,

AS soon &8 the weether pecrnmits, the eneny's trenchos in the
1rmed iate nelighbourhood are to be passed In the stme way, & corrss-
poncéing establishnment of ii.: .'s8 must be preparcc along ths ~hnle front.

General wtaff,
ot;: October 1917. 5th Australian Diivision,

o Ao L&297 /?r‘? 6T
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APPENDIX.

MESSAGES AND SIGNAL g i v
Prefe. . el Cotle..ovreeriiivenmfWords.]  Chavge, A' S. No. of Message...__._4
Offico of Origln and Service Instructions. , I This message is on afc of : et e Tie
s O B e e - Sel T
.......................... At Nl Barotos, | PR,
From.....

A R

= IEH'I.ﬁ-untumu[ anlﬁnl ﬂﬂlmr ll L T e

e S e

Day of Month. J In reply to Number, |

6th

—— e

at 1 a.m. aummer time zas At that hcur 813

From 5th .&UET- DIv. !

Place

N (f‘-gu

Censar. ' $ignu:uru nl’ Aﬂﬂmsmr oF person au lhnﬂ-sed tn taha.ﬂph in Iﬁ:nntnn.

#* This line should be erased if not required,
(3796.) WJ: WJEIE."M].EII; 630,000 Pads. 517, H.W.&V.,Ld. (B, 1187,)
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MESSAGES AND SIGNALS.

APPENDIY

Army Form C.2121
(in pads of 100}.
No. of Message

=y -— e = ﬁ_
P”'EiI A L CLEE R Cﬂ'ﬂﬂ -------------- :
s o This messagessonafcof: | Recd. al......... "
Office of Origin and Service Instructions,
™
iI:RI;O.RIﬂ ------------------- o Ditt ...............

FULLERPHORE.........

Bda

e T L LT L Srrﬂiﬂ'ﬂ

From s ~
PGt ISR PR
veeneed] (Signature of " Franking Officer.™) BV e e e
= =

lst ANZAC |

TO! 4th Aust Div

5th [Div. Art.

26rd Div | 078

H-IAI G-_- -:

Sander's Number.

E——— e T T L]

AAL

Day ol Month. In reply ta Wumber
¥ G15/2388 | 15th T

natrols -augh_naxihvﬂi_ﬂLulih+ 24.d, 24.b
_ﬁﬂﬂ_aﬂihtjiiﬂLLJH vrder to gailn touch with
anemy AAA| 15th Tnf #de will coc perste with

' als fowards D.30.D
and d snd J. 0wt H- b of |gaining ftouch
: - 18 SOy hdr eSS, 3 rgconnEisgancs
3 4 14 |Addsd 15th

o SEr L dE e —r e —m T E— 2
ﬂ# —_—

5th Aust Div :

Place 3 “ad

Time . b !

The above way be forwarded as now correcied.

{:E sgd ) J.H.Bﬂh{ Lt-Col.

“Censor. fs Ln:ure ot Adilressor or person authorised to ttlﬂ:ﬂi—Ph in Bis name
= This line should be-erased il not required,
(227) Wi W492/M1647, 50,000 Pads. 5/17. A.C.Lwd. (E 1187

_-———_
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G9/3932

Headquarters,
1 ANZAC Corps.

The proposals In regard to the establishment and
organisation of Machine Gun Companlies have been considered,
and afterwards discussed by the Brigede Commanders of this
Division in conference with myself.

2 After full econsideration, our unanimous opinion 1s
that & change in the establishment and organisation of

Machine Gun Companies 1is desirable, and that the reorganisation
should be on the lines suggested under the heading of "Proposals
for llew Organisation of Machine Guns" in your memorandum.

AN
3 e It is considered that 56 guns 4§ sufficient for the
Division. |
4 . Tt 1s suggested that the Major Commending the four

compenies allotted as Divisional Troops should be also made
responsible for the training of the Brigade companies, in order
that uniformity may be ensured throughout the Division. He
should also act &as expert adviser to Infantry Brigadiers.

Se It is considered that all personnel for machine gun
companies should be trained and kept for that purpose &alone.

The exrerience is that officers in machine gun companies, 1in

this Divisilon at all events, &are quite content with the prospects
of promotion that obtein in machline gun companlies.

Be It is not consldered that a Corps Machine Gun Officer
is necessary. It 1s thought that whatever co-ordination of
divisional mechine gun companies mey be necessary, can very

well be arranged by the Corps Staff in consultation with

the D.M.G.0's concerned.

L A
e J. T. BOBBS.

Ma jor-Genereal,
. 30th October 1917, Commanding 5th Austrelian Division.
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