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Corps Headguarters,

4th July, 1918,

Mo j.-Gen. Sir J.J.TALBOT EOBBS, KCB.,VD., ,~
Commanding 5th Australian Divlsion.

.-Gen.'E.G.SINCLAIR—MACLAGANQCE.,DSO.,
Mﬂjﬂomm&nding 4th Australian Divislon.

_______._._—_—-.—-—-—--—_"—'—_

x I should like you to take into immediate consideration
~ the question of getting rid of the re-entrant at present exlsi-
ing in our Front Line across the Valley of the S OMVE »

The attached Map shows in black our approximate Front
Line, while the green line shows ,approximately, a desirable
method of straightening our front, gaining ground, and disposing

of this re-entrant.

1 am opposed, at the present juncture, to undertaking
any organised operation to achieve this purpose, but I am con-
vinced that it will be comparatively easy to do so by a process

3 of ;hiﬁbling“ or sneaking ground.=- A precedent for such a
—~ procedure is furnished by the gradual advances achieved between
MARETT WOOD and the village of VILIE sur ANCRE with practically
no loss to us. |

In view of the dilsorganised state of the enemy forces

Sﬂuih of the SOMME, it is quite probable that the ground 1in

/Square
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Square P.5. could hé taken, occupied by standing patrols, and
denied to the enemy, without any fighting at all,- provided we
act vigorously, and seize the opportunity before the enemy can
re-cstablish himself in this vicinity. i
If the spur in P.11 and P.5 thus comes under our control,
it should not be a difficult matter, by 4 process of offensive
patrolling by night or in the'earlg dawn, to gradually foree the
enémy out of any trenches or shell~hole defences which he may be
occupying in Squares K.35.d. and K.36.- The use of converging
machine gun fire, from the South of the SOMME as well as from the
A, direction of SAILLY LE SEC, and also the use of light trench
mortars, should succeed in rooting out any mmchine gun positions
which he may have established in this neighbourhood.- This
process, so far as concerns the ground North of the SOMME, could
be a gradual one and spread over a series of successive nights.

In the present definitely known very weak condition of
the enemy division now astride of the SOMME Valley, it 1s quite
safe Lo speculate upon the probability that it is impossible for
him to undertake anything like a determined attack down the valley

' in the early future. = Gnﬁsequantly, there would seem to be very
- little risk in slightly weakening those battalions which are holdirg
. our ground astride of the SOMME, in order tc provide the necessafy

patrols and small offensive parties,which would be requisite to

[earry
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FOURSH AUSTRALIAL JIVISIONAL 02082 1106139
ﬂuﬂdquﬁrtnrm,
7th July, 1918
1e AT Zero hour tonight {ﬁ/ﬂth July) tlie 12th Aust It gbde i
: . g ?'1. = X £ ot o 1l
; cooperution with the lithr Aust .Inf ,bde. on the lef't, wiil.endéévﬂur
Eg Euihgigrwnrﬁ its froat 10 apiroXimotely & straight line botween
pllefiedely TO Joali0elelse The 14th A.Iside is eXtendi
1ine to Je50eDe560, ; e
2o south ol' the S0s1iE the operution will tule the Torm of an advance

without Artillery subpport covered by patrols, commencing al 10450 eDelie

7th July,
Horth of the SOLME an Artillery 1iftine barra -
a8 Follows g 4 U#Ng barrage 1s to be used 1
|

Z9ro to plus 3 mimates On present S,0.54 line plus 50)Rate of
'yllx‘fiﬂ ™ f:'L‘I:"B
Zero plus 3 minutes Lif't 100 yerds, ;Ezzga
= A - - " ¥ BI‘
Zoero plus 4 uinutes to ) Lif'ts of 50 yords per minute, gar ==
Zero plus l4 minutes ) Yminute
Zero plus l«< minutes to At final barrige '
49r0 plus 45 minutos, ;' A g?ﬁ: gia
roud per
cgun per
)minuta a
Ja further Artillery cooperation is being arranged which will talke

the form of' a berrage along the whole Divisional f '

: : Araes &, , , ront, and on port '
oi the fronts ﬂi1b1§nk Divisions, and of uﬂuntar—batte;y'wurk. S gh;ﬂnﬂ
burrages along tho front will be arranged in accordance with the
wishes of' brigande Compmeanders concerned,

e reDale 12th Asleide, will arrange the dotails of ti '
W i A f ; E _L
and for cooperation with flank brigmgza_ e advance,

Be. A contact seroplane will T1ly ot 4,30.a.m and will ecall T
: s glk o O
red f'lares by sounding a succession of "Atg® SE the Klaxon hnrn.r

8 Zero hour for the . ~‘ | SOIME v
.ath oy operation liorth of the SOIME will be 12015 o2 oy,

7. ACKIIOWLEDGIE o

Lieut~Colonel,
(reSey 4th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,.

PT 0.
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14th LAUSTRALIAN INFANTPY DRIGADE ERDER N0.153,

R 0:.‘&9-
8hoot BB.D' N.H, 1!30'0051

" Headquarters,
7th J“l’li’“'l

1. On the night 'rphfath July 19218, in ocnjunotion with 4th Australe
ian Divisicn who are oporating cn the right, the 14th. Aust, Inf,
Brigade will edvence thsir 1lino frca precont 1line to Je36.bcleS,
to J.30 od 50,00, (attachod map shows objectives).

| talion in 8 phasos a8 FollcWoge P of the f4th Bay

(&) At L0 .%0.poms 2 pindtoons will »ush out and s er e |
z : L2, 21 ¥ .. n
pociy ot Eqﬂ@gbg‘lﬂuﬁai JoZ0034D.60e ond nunuo..idu.taeggetl
ol 1ine JolG8obelled0e = Jﬂm vQef0 00, * ¢ o &

(b)eAt 18.185.30me I plotoon wiith obisaot g -
JoiB qbesﬁuio: rilg olveilzoe in ungjfmégzﬁ? %%g ﬁigﬁgg%égfim
under govor of Avtillory B arrage [mop attachod)e On obe
Jootive boing reschind %latam posts will be dug and consolie

datod joinin 1t
ﬂshhj g up with (a) on the left end 46th Battalion on

Se .ﬁo&md and administrative arrangemont <
'B4th Battalion. @ will be arranged by 0.0,

4. - An officer will be sont to 15%h A.l.Brigade B
, to opnohronise watches at 9.p.n. ’ sadquarters(J19.0.80.60)

5. Reports will be forwarded to Brigads Headquartere with greatest speede

6« ACKNOWLEDGE, (‘W wire )
.

-
o I mgngtg.im
i 24 ajo0r,
” he A B
I'mﬂd' wougl‘ Bimlﬂ at see oDoelMa LOLw m o Aust, Inf ri gadn'

Gﬂﬂ? 3!'«3- :.#

5%prd Battolion, i R /
84th Battol’ o, " N Vs O
o6th Betblciione Se / Gl At ¢ ;i
8Oth Battelions Lo |

4th L,T oM .Be Qe

Joples ot
vl ACuTe Division. 3e
I3th, 2Augt.in? Lyrdendos a | A

15511 ;‘Lui'.i":q; ::llfgaltiﬁﬁiﬂu 2B B 4§

lﬁﬁhd ﬂGnﬂQ:'g ﬂﬂ T . Jl y '

: ﬁgtﬁéanowﬁw 1 20 L/ i \-/
roup Artillorye. $1s ° -

8th Field Goy. A:Ls 3 13: —
"Z" Special Ooy. R-BE. i
$.0.0, PRI :
Btaff Opntein, 19,
Wer Digry. 18+ 18,
File. 104

Noy S Qsc 24)
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- -~ YR s R 14 T-'
-vguaquarters, ————

~-8th Australian wvivision.

uarewith.mapa showing objectives ana artiilery
programme tu accompany this srigade Urder No.15%. of even date:*

AHZT A ' I0N |

;? 3 - Fabeser G
i | Brig.=u
Tt f3i7Y <omanttng 140, aukd! 5oL

{
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SEORET.,
: q IAN DIVISIONAL ARTILLFRY. = >
EEE9EE_&EEEE&EH-—W*‘“-_“““_——_"—_ Gﬂpy NOassesso

Hesdquerters,
i 1 ond Aust .Div.Arty.
i July 7th 1918.

ORDER ' No. 126
U.-'.'r’ ?ﬂ’j": ‘@, %
Rﬁf'znﬁP=E 1} ?‘Lﬁ;
232D NasB. :
o (GA.Lnﬂﬂl) 1/20,000., - i%égﬁif
L
1 A minor: pperation is being carrled out by pivision on
: our Right at 12.15 e.m on night 7th/8Bth July.
2, (8) Right Group will place & barrage on tho 3.0.5. plus
; 500 line from K.26.8.0.0, K.8.0.0,0.
' he §.0.8. plus
b Left Group-will place a barrage on t
( ) 200 liﬂﬂ from Knﬂ-ﬁtﬂ:ﬁt to Hivﬂr ANCRE .
(c) Lifts of 100 yards will be made at Zero plus 3 and

' lus 14
7ero plus 4, thence 100 yards in 2 mine. to Zero p ’
remaiﬁing oﬁ this line t1l1l Zero plus 45,

(d) ailent Batteries will NOT be used.
D e | Rates of Filre

—7aro to plus 14~2 rds por gun per minute.
Plus 14 to plus 45-~1 rd. per gun per minute.

' Ammunition.
S K RSSO0 A, BO% AKX

5. - Wt 1 Acknowledge by Wiijﬁﬁ; ¥
i) 1 / ?’ }
e s O N R R |
] VA \JFL'Brig&diBP*GﬂnBTﬂl:

G e S o ol wed

e

Isgued et 10 pe.m_to

w0 -f\" \\_E\_,
Right Group 1 f,ﬂl .~ By Special D.R. \Q,- \
Left Group '3 -4 . h
5th Aust.Div. 5 7 |
File & T ¢
War Diary 7 - 9 \
Sparce 10 ~12 //
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REPORT ON MINOR OPERATION CARRIED OUT BY 54th BATTALION, NIGHT
7th/8th JULY 1918.

--‘--—--l-'l—-"--—-‘-----—--—l-_-—-——l-—--l----illl

1.RBRrief recountal of plan.
In conjunction with 4th Australian Division (46th

Battalion) who were operating on right, the 54th Bsittalion were
ordered to push out from their present line to & 1line J.d6.D.1l.9

—JlsoidiﬁlOIOOI :
(a) Object. To straighten out line and improve present position.

(B) To 1 or cepture the enemy.

2 Recountsl of events. The operation was carried out 0y o platoons.
T platoons with objectives enemy posts J.96.D.4.8 - J36.D.4.9.
Without artillery preparstion and according To plan party rushed
enemy posts and found them unoccupied. Consolidation begean

and new posts were dug. Just before reaching objective two
stick bombs were thrown at party but no enemy were seeh.

A platoon with objeetive enemy post J.36.b.2.9 advanced under
artillery barrage, objective was succesasfully reached and found
clear of the enemy.

THis post was consolidated and touch was made with right (46th
Battalion) and left {&gnka. Congolidation was carried out uatil
daylight end new line.ls & series of posts on line J.3.0.10.350-
Jed0.4.50.00-

At Zero plus 3 minutes in reply to our barrage enemy artillery
barrage came down between front and support line, this was
supported by minganwerfer and 1L G. fire which continued intermitt-
ently until Zero plus 2 hours 40 minntes. T
111 posts showed recent signs of occupation; & number of I.G. =
belts end stick bombs were found in each post.

dur casualties were 11 other ranks slightly wounded. (M.G. and
MsW. fire. ; »

T s

d.Deduections. Both parfias kept good direction snd objectives wers

Teached without any hiteh, again proving the fact that &
thorough reconnsigssnce of objective and ground over which an

operation is - to take place, ig essential.

(Sgd) J.C. STEWART
. Brigedier-General i
8/7/16. Commanding 14th Austrelisn Infantry Brigads

. :"-.-'.'_“!'.i

' f‘f.‘f't-s

= .

-*""-'-n.;;___"‘l'-.._-'_—n-..___ - - - - I e : i
— N P g -, P ey
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8th Infantry Brigade.
14th Infantry Brigade.
16th Infantry Brigade.
5th Machine Gun Battalion,
2nd fust.Divieional Artillery.
Divisional Engineers.
Divisional Sigpal Co.
Divisional Train.
ﬂ.iDlIﬂEl E'l
A\ P,
5th Picneer Battalion,

BATTLE STATIONS PRACTICE

1. It is intended at an carly date, and by night, to carry out
the menning of battle stations on the Army front for practice purposes.

Se:,la) on the evening of date selected the following telegrams will
be sent by Australien Corps to Divisions and units allottaed for
garrisons in ARMY SYSTUEM: -

"Battle stations practice acknowledge".

(b) Recipients will acknowledge receipt by wire to Australian

Corps: -
"Acknowledged Practice”.

(e¢) As socn 28 sll trcops are in their allotted positicns
Divisions and 08.C. Sub-3ections Army System will wire ﬁustr&lign

Corps: - :
"Pogition Practice".

Ba o movement in connection withthe practice will take place
before 8.30 p.m.: in the forward areas no movement will take place

until after dark.

4 On receipt of wire from Australian Corps to Divisions and

6ﬁac. Sub-sections: -
"Normal dispositions”.

rormel dispositions will be resumed; when this has been completed
Divisions and 0s.C., Sub-sections will wire to Australian Corps:-

"Normal practice”.
5 (1) ARMY SYSTEM.

Full strength garrisons of troops allotted to the . ARIY
SYSTEM under Australisn Corps Instructions for the Defensive No. 54,
will be employed; persgraph 6 of above instructions will not apply

in this practice.
(i1) 2nd or CORPS ZONE.

All troops definitely allotted us garrisons in Divisional
Schemes for Defence will man their stations, and counter attack troops

w7ill fall in on their alarm postis.
The above will not affect reliefs, or troops who normally

stand to in the morning and evening.

F
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(2)

iith reference to this, the Reserve Brigade, on receipt of
messsge shown in 2 (a), will take action s detailed in para. 4 of
Section F, "C" D;vislan.Dafanaa Scheme. The messagesshown 'in 2 (b)
2 (c) and 4 will also be used between Divisions and Brig&ﬁea and
Bﬂtt&ll OIlS «

(1ii) FOR:ARD ZONZS.
No troops in forward zone will be affected.

b The artillery will not fire any apacial programme in -
connaeetion with the ezerecise,

y o very opnortunity will be taken during the exercise to

diggover anv points in connection wvith existing orders and arrange-

ments which require adjustment, and all Staff Officers of formations

concernad that can be spared f£rom other duties must be employed
throughout the practice for this purnose,.

B Cemmunications will be tested during this practice; reports
will be rendered later by units concerned giving the time taken from
recelot of wire "Rattle Statlions prectice acknowledge" to the
completion of the meaning.

P It is essential that no Drd&rsﬂg d be issued which cean in
any way be interpreted to indicate thsat tile attack is-
anticipated.

Care must therefore be exercised that all orders issued
sipgnify clearly that they are only concerned with a practice operation.

10. LCKNO LEDGE. Af
1
| /. é%: Lieut-Colonel,
P, cker 1T/E ot - General Staff,
AP e \J 5th.£U5“HALIAH DIVIG IUH.
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Sth AUSTRALIAE DIVISION.

JOrk sarried out by the Hth Australisn Jivigion for
woek ending 6/7/18 ip as follows: -

1. (l} T.KQHM- PN W SLU

450% new trench dug 700> of

existing trenches wers deepened

“i widened.

807 fire treneh dseepened and

wi d and 45" fire stepped K.l9.s0.

S00" fire trench fire stepped in
J.ﬁé.h & 4.

j Roma Line 86° _fire trench deepened in J.24.a.

\ Marett wood Switeh 440" traversed fire trenoch partially

. ‘Iw in J.11.4 end J.1l2.0. & 4.

'
g,g 8.
ootamundra Trench 400% deepened snd widened. 200%
Gi:. dug from £.19.¢.8.6 to front
line.

King Streect. iﬂg; of trench dee ened and widened
AKe w5

i'!! ;Eégggg Ares. | '
on e. 210* new trench dug, posts constructsd

on new front line. 4 strong points
made in 2.206.a. 120 exieting
trenches deepened and widened.

Burke Line.
Clermont Line.

(v) FIRING

Canberra Trench
Culeairn Trencgh
Cowra Support.
Bnnfigu Switeh
[+
orn Sap
Coal Sap. -

ARAASTVORKS

RIGHT BRIGADE.
LEFT BRIGADE

3 deepened.

2702 deepened.

loo‘ deepened and widened.

130* fire trench excavated J.1ll.s.

280* trench lznitatodlt.l.h.
360* trench excavated X.l.0 and |

Ke.B.8.

B&ﬂi deepened and widered K.l.0 and
‘00‘ new C,T. oxosvated fr
BelP.0ebe2. reézrwards. 1 @xouvated
conneating Coal Sap to exieting 5.7,

5":_ complated D-Eﬂ-ﬂ-ﬁ-é. and “z
50, ecomplete at D.30.4.6.6.

450 ’jgt DeA. wire were erected
1560 = of wire were erected.

lew trenches dug and new wire erected are shewn RED on

attached map.

2. DEEP DUGOUTS. -

BR.H.Q¢ J.17.0.5.7.

H.CuoDugout Jell.o.7.2.
M.G. Dugout :l 6.8.5.5.
Bn.H.C: J7:06.4.8.8.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Gallery (8'x 6'6"), progreses 12'.

82 bunke erected, 2 gee proof doors fitted.
work completed. |

No.2

Galleries (6'6"x 2'9"), progress 45’
Chamber,
No.l Gallery (8'x 6'6" ),

progress l1lJ'
prlgrlil 12'6"
AR

" "

- Noe.l connecting gellery (8'x 6'6")

progress 6's".

Eo.Z connagting gsllery (8'm 6'6"),
progress 6'J".

Gallery (6'6"x 2'9"), progrese 18',
A double gas proof door fitted.

p - .._.___._._a_._...:--lﬂu;--*"l
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M.G. Dugout D.28.0.7.4. No.l Ihlﬁ prﬁgr!ll g:&"
No.2
M,G.Dugout J.5.0.14.74 Ho.8 Shutt progress J4'6"

Bo.2 Gnlxtrr. progress 12'6"
Ho.l k.G, emplacement, progress ‘1'6".
Signal Test Box. H.l2.2.5.2. Alr shaft 2'9" sq. completed.
Dugout finished.
Signal Test Box. B.30.4.0.2. Gallery (6'6"x 2'9") completed.
Chamber (8'x 8') excavated.
Bn., H.Q. D.29.b.2.39. No.l Gallery (8'x 6'6“) Pfﬂﬁrﬂﬂﬂ 12"
Ho.2 . ALt "
Signsl Test Box. D.26.4.2.8. BIExyension to chamber, progreses 2'6".
2 gas proof doors fitted.
Dﬂgﬁﬂt completed.
Bearer Relay Post J.10.b.4.1 Ko.l Underlsy (6'0"x 3'9"), progress J38°
RehaPo Ded0.8.9.1. No.l Underlay, progress 351
‘Bearer Relay Post J.1l7.¢.9.1 Underlay, progress 24'.
014 French Dugout J.25.central. Dugout repaired and atrengthened. New
Gas proof doors fitted.

De COOMMODATION.

3 rigade. 11 splinter proof shselters 7' x 6' comnetructed in

Ronm.Linn Je22.4.
9 splinter proof sheltere constructed (7'x &')
in Clermont Line, J.23.central.
? :gl:ngt: proof shelters 7'x 6' constructed at
I-B - L] .

o other splinter proof shelters 7'=x 6' constructed
at K.l&-a.ﬁ.ﬁ-. £eT744,15.30 and h-?-ﬂ:ﬂ "

réspectively.

- Tank Coy.H.Q. ERILL!. Work of strengthening and gas prnatins cellar
comple ted.

Left Brigsade. Splinter proof accommodation for 16 stretecher

gases congtrugted at J.5.4.8.5.
Regerve Brigade. (Surface) Dreas room 40X 16’ aumplutnd for 1l4th
Field Ambulance at I1.4.0.9.9.

4. BRIDGES.
FPoot bridge 45' long constructed across ANCRE 8t E.25.0.95.45
Br.‘lﬂ.ﬂi et B.25.b.2.28. ﬂp&ir.d-

Single span timber bridge to take O ton axle loesd constructed
ﬂtl-lﬂ-ﬂ-ﬁﬂ-gﬁi

. ROADS Roads in Divisional Ares forward of Corps Line patrolled and
maintained in good order.
Road soreens on ALBART-AMIENS Road between I.d.d.and 0.30.a.

and between C,30.b and D.20.c maintained. 250 yards of new
soreen erected in C.o50.a.

Emergency road I[.17.0.5.5. t0 1.18.d.4.9., 430 yards of
formation constructed and 580 yards of side drains excavated.

6. HEILLY WATER SUPPLY J.7.8.3.5.
!E%IE& n%-E constructed sand sandbagged up to 3'. Frame for

1600 gallon canves tank built and sandbegged up.
400 gellon tank snd stand erected and wster-bottle filler
placed in position.

Excavation for horse troughs completed and 5(0' of troughing
erected.

200' of tr-nnh;ng sompleted for pipes.
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7. MISCELLANEOUS.
Pummy figures erected in K.25.¢. for Chinese Attack.
figures have been reclalmed,
An Q0.P. completed at J.5.d4.8.0.
Delousing plﬂﬂt gompleted at HelCe8:948. 3
Billet No.ld, FRECHENCOURY, cellsr ges-proofed.

These

‘8. Tist of ﬁnautition and material issued for the above work is below.

05 Bl
Yaterial welght (in 1bs. )
Artillery o—14ges 900
Cupols sheets "B" type 6628
. " "g" type 2904
Camouflage, various 1510
Foreat plckets 240
Girders 4752
" Shoes 1586
Iron, corrugated 4096
Malthoid 168
Mining sets R'9"x 6'J3" 22140
" " amall 4000
Faile and clouts 748
Serew pickets 1380
Piocketa, angle 7gn
Ziping 1730
Pit-propas (6" dis.) 10080
Picke, complete 4500
Sandbsgs 4230
Shovels 2684
Traoing tapes 2645
Tanks, Troughs e%g., 410
"Union” Anti-gas eloth 206
vire, barbed 6210
4 IFrench 2880
o concertina 1342
> netting 1120
. plain 8C
Timber. "Lagglug”™ asstd. 88400
. Jpfiwood " aizes. 32590
Miscellansous itens 114
142184 lbs. 63 tons.
BXPLOSIVES
cotton slads 60
Frimers ‘ 112
Instantanecous fuze 100 yards
Nobels Lightere 15¢C :
J
- ¥ajor-Genersl.
9¢h July 19148, gommand Division.
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' | G1l3/419
9th Infantry Brigade Dlivisional Enginsers
l4th Infantry Brigade Divisional Signsal Co.
15th Infantry Brigade Divigional Train
oth M.,G. Battslion A D.H.3,
oth Pioneer Battalion A, P. M,
end Divisional Artillery DeAsDe 0,3,
1. A surty of 25 good patrol leaders consisting of 1 officer

(Seout C1-icar), 4 N.C.0': and 20 men is to be selected and held
in readiness by Brigades as indicated belows
Officer N.CaUB. Men

8th Infantry Brigade 1 1 6
14th Infantry Brigade - 3 7
15th Infantry 3rigade - 2 7
.. US|
TOTAL 1 4 20
2. It is proposed to exchange this sarty with a party of

similer strength from IIT Corng,

S : This party will be employed by the III Corps to organize,
train, and lead patrols. The object in view i3 to agsist the III
Corps units, which consist in a great measure of men who have had
very little experience in FRANCE, to raise the standard of patrolling.

4, It is essential, therefore, that men of experience and
knowledge in patrolling, and leading patrols should be selected.
They will be withdrawn by the 15th July and put into training under
the Commandant 15th Infantry Brigade School pending further detailed
instructions,

The G.0.C. Division desires that the 15th Infantry Brigade should
Provide the extra School Staff necessary to carry out this plan.

5. Similarly - the party from the III Corng will be put
through a short course at Lhe 5chool before being used in the line.
‘hey will then be distrinsuted amongst units in the line and will
take part in patrols.

6. The handbook to be used when training the above parties
is S.8. 195 "Scouting and Patrolling".

A syllabus based on the above will be drawn up 0y the Commandant
15th Brigade School and submitted through 15th Infantry Brigsade

to this office on the 14th ingtant,

7. A definite time limit for the absence from their units
of the rnarties referred to in para. 1 to be arranged by Australian
Corps with III Corns.

8, (a) EBxtra tentage otc. required for accommodation will
be demanded from Divisional Headguarters.,

(b) Any casualties to troops of ITI Corps while attachead
either to 15th Brigade School or afterwards to units will be reported
separately from Casualty . Reports of troops of this Division. .
neminal roll is to kept Oy units of the men attachod asnd should any
casralties occur the fullest details available are to be forwarded for
transmission to III Corps.

I

i\ Lieut-Colonel, G.g.,
10th July 1918. i1 '5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,
Copy to: u

Ausirelian Cormns
HMajor H,G.D. FRR?: M.C.
!IQ“

RCDIGT1016330
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



—_— e = - a_‘..-u——— — - = —_——— ——— . =

A I =S ""“'

8 8B 08 B T A}/)d gﬂp? Hﬂ---lif’l”"lll_;

y
i "MITRY BR‘EGADE JORDER No. 176+ APPENDIX./
Ref: LFRAICE. = “ﬂ-“s-,:...,_ 7“".;;:{
62 D N.Es 1/20,000 10th July, 1918,
0 On a doy and &t an hour which will be notified later it

igs intonded to carry out a minor operation agalnst the enemy
posts from E«20.0.20-004 tO Be26ehAe35~754

2. (a) The operation will be supported by Artillery, Trench Mortaw
and ilachine Gun fire, detailed tasks for which ore shown on
the attached sketch (Er:gude Unite only).

(b) "Z" Specicl Coy. RsE. 18 co-operating by projecting gas on
the Northern outskirts of HORLAHNCOURT, especiaslly the Sunkén
Road at Ke2eDeOmd o

< P The 57th Battalion is detailed to carry out the raid all detoils
for which will be arronged by C.0. 57th Battalion.

4, The onjects of the rcld sres
(2) To capture or kill os many of the enemy os possible
and weakeén his morale.
(b) To demoge and destroy onemy material and defences.
(¢c) To obtain identifications, documents and other
information.,

5 Adminigtretive Instructions relative to the Gas Projector
attock will be issued separetely.

6 Vatches will bo synchronised by o Special ueﬂﬁutuh Rider
calling ot the line Buttolions tnd Artillery Group Heindguar tors
twice during the elght hours precediry 2zZero..

7 Reports ond prisoners to Brigrde Heodquorters with tha greatest

- possible speuds
fEZ:J:Y ﬂr
l*‘;?iﬂﬂ-cﬂptaln,

Brigode iajor,
15th Austrolien Infnntry Brigcde.

8 Acknowledge.

ﬂ/‘

1 'M”"ﬁ

lagued ﬂ.T?., pem. through signals to:

2 Gﬂpy NO.
57th Bettalion z
53th Battalion 2 e
Foth Bottalion S
80th Battoalion 4.
15¢th ﬂiLlTnlinBi 5%

Coplies to: y
G.0.Cs 15th Austrtlion Inf. drigide 6.

staff Coptain 7 o
Ju., 4 Signal Sectlon 8.
14th Australicn Infantry Brigcde o I8
173rd Infanvry Brigrdo 10
Lef't Group Artillery 11.
4th Australian F.A. Brigeacde 12
Brigode Transport Ufflicer 13«
"z Special Company Relie 14
o' Compony 2nd Battalion Tank CorpslSe
15th field Coy. A.H. 16
5th Austrslian ilachine Gun Bn. 17«
15th ilachins Gun Company . 18«
fth Ploneer Battalion 19.
i le 20 «
Wor Dlary 2l=23.
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Phase 1 Zero to Zero plus 2 APPENDIX./L#‘?%

renc ortarse bombérd posts to be raidede

18 pdrees form protective barrane and carpy out neitralising fipre
as shown on sketche

(o) 8" llewtons, 4.5% Hows. and Machine Guns maintein neutralising
fire on known enemy trehches and pocitions.

Phese £ Zero plius 2 to 4oro 1ua 430 ar "Jeage Fire"

) 7ht Lronohes Wort to thoe Jelt and form & block
100 yards fron the 1af*- fleni:-of the attack

(b) 18 DArsesde5" Howa., 6" Hewtunﬁ, and lﬂuﬂinﬁ ‘unis continue
89 fnr p&ge le

RS 18. pdr. barrage line.

S 18 pdre. neutralising fire. e
. 4.5” Hﬂﬁitﬂerﬂl ' | E:}
. M.TlMIEI :'.:.r'
& LT ta,

‘.’. __L = ‘ﬂ Machine Guns

Gas Cylinder Targets
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RESTREHCE 15th AUSTRALIAY INFANTRY BRIGAUE ORDER ilo. 176.

dotod 10=-7=18.

11th July, 1918.

Rl ey T e R e S - — . S, R R S, e R e S e e S e e S el e e, — --H--ﬂﬁh_h_—ﬂ—__—-- — e R S Sl e T R T

1. Zero Dry will be the night 11th/12th July,
2q 48pro time will be 12.15 G.ma

] 3. Acknowledge.~

= Coptein,
Brigcde igjor,
15th Australicn Infantry Brigode.
Tegsued to ~11 recipients of 15th
Austrolinn Infontry Brigode Order Hos 17Ce
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T ET"U , APPENDIX. /b /% ¢
N E * ;7!" :}}bﬁd@“ ters,
\- _ 7%/ 15th justralian Infantry Prigade, . o
RUTRY B 204 12th July, 19187 - J") ,4%“:-_.,-
. e————— v N .
lHeadquarters ' 1 Pr’ s
5th iustralian Divislon, / é _ I"G |

ne on linid ¢ 57th Dattn

Enemy Posts at E.,26.A,2«9

I have to report as follows regarding the Rald carried out
last night by the 57th Battalion on the posts above mentioned,:

1, "Zero hour was 12,15 a.m, . 7The barrage fell exactly to time and
was satisfactory throughout, Th8 3" Stokes Mortars bombarded the
posts from Zero to ‘ero nlus 2 and then lifted to the left of the
posts to be raided where tiey formed a block. Though the BLUE
cartri were used the firing was accurate and concentrat
the wh eight mortars of the battery on this task the decrease
rate of f'ire was made up.

2« "fron Zero to Zero plus 6 mimtes the enemy fired ordinary white
flares from the vieinity of where the barrage was falling, A few
Orange Clusterg also went up, At Zero plus 6 mimtes double Green
flares were fired from the eneny posts to the lNorth of the objective
and rcpested to the rear in relays,

3« "On the 3" ctokes barrvage lifting the Haiding Pariy advanced and

about 12 of the cney were secen leaving the trench and making for
. the rear, DBombs were tihnrown at them tut on account of the crop

the result could not be sscertained, A subsequent search in the
vicinity did not lead to the diauweri of any e casualties,.
The eremy wire was found to be effeciively cut ¢ enomy posts
wore rushed and found to be unoccupled, 7The posts and vicinity
wore searched but no ene 'y or dead were found,

4., "From members of the Ralding Party it has been ascertained that the
enemy defences in this locality consist of a series of posts about
4%6" to 5'6¢" in depth, fairly wide, rosembling organised shell holes
connected by little more than qsnhmhd trench, There w re two
smel 1 listening poste about 25 yards in front, T e main posts
contalned a poor class of trench shelter which were badly lmocked
about by our trench mortar fire, -

5. "At Zero plus 8 the enemy placed a heavy barrmge on oud front and
gupport lines, This %3 the first time since being in the sector
that the enemy has retaliated on ocur front line in the left subsectoy
of the Brigade front, ¢“cattered shellins reached as far baclk as the
iieserve Company, :

6. "Our casualties were one kil.ed and four wounded (slightly). All
these casualtlies occurred in our own trenches when returning.

7. s of Raiding rarty, 1 officer and 40 Other hanks, O.C, Hald
g:gt:li VeHs L HEDON LD o 0.C. ﬁttlﬁk, Liout. FqJ.KEREﬂLY, 57th
O,

8. "llo ldentifications were obfained snd no eguipment or material, posts
being badly Inoeked about and quite empty,

9. "There is no doubt that casualties were :lnﬂie&d on the enemy in .
' rear. During the preliminary wirecut . shoots on the 1loth July
casual ties were inflicted., S wounded left a post, one being a
stredecher case.

10 "All arrangements for the rald worked well and there is nothing

speeclal to bo t to notice,
C% | : Lieut.Coloe
é ‘ Sh‘ / T/Comnanding 15th fustralian Infantry 131’139,3%:
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Headquarters,
15th Australian Infentry Brigade,

Headquarters
5th Australian Division,

Addendum to Report on Raid by 57th Battallon,

N 11l. “owing to inclement weathsr the Gas cylinder projection
~ arranged to take place on the Northern outskirts of

MORLANCOURT hed to be postponed®,

ﬂ -
\{ |
ﬁ L / T/Gomanding 1&6th Australian

Lieut.Colonel,
antry Brigade,
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599 APPENDIX. /!

2%

4 8th Infantry Brigade
14th Infentry Bricads Ig26/645
15th Infantry Brigade s
5th M.G. Battalion
oth Pioneer Battalion
end Divisional Artillery
5th Divisional Artillery
5th DJivisiorsal Zngineers
5th Divisiong) <ignal Co.

The attached lecture received from Australisn Corps
is forwarded for distribution down to Platoons;or equivalent units.
The Divisional Commande:r directs that this bDe given
at least once a month and where possible once a fuoriaight to
every platoon or equivalent unitc, all reinZowrcements Jjoining
their respectiva units and al Brigade bch0u¢5

/ &7.*’:* W

;f// L.elu- Gulnnel
Goae; al utafi.
th

12th July 1918. EUETRAL*aH DIVISION.

—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT016330



i — e — -——

APPENDIX.

GIVING AwAY TINFOAMATION.

-_"-lﬂ_'—l-__“‘-—____-_-_—-

B o baigi%én to every Platoon of the Avstralian Corpe
. at fortnightly intervals.

- W -

As you all know, information about the enemy is gasential
to the winning of a battle. The bulk of the information and the
most valusble, is that which is oL tained from prisoners of war.

| If »y any chance one of you should be taken prisener, the

only information which you are required to give is your NAME AND

.+ RANK., The enem7 knows this as well as you 4o and resorts %o
many means of endeavouring te obtein the information which he
requires in order to muke his plans for the slaughter of your
somrades. He will bully you, and threaten you, he may even
threaten to shoot you or to starve you, in order to try and bluff
you into giving away information. 3turdy men will not be overcome
by this means, and 8o, the enemy resorts to more cunning methods.
By a oareful collection of information from all gorts of sources, he
has obtained the names of a certain number of commanders of
battalions and brigades. He hags slso discovered the movement of
certain divieions. He uses this knowleige with great clevernress, and
thehan is sometimes surprised o find iket the friendly German he
is talking to cppeers to know more aboul the affelrs of the A.I.F.
than h2 himgelf does. This put him off his guerd and he quite
unconsgciously gives awey information wshich leads %o the loss of the
lives of many of his comredes. (] -

Goneral Ludencerff in hie recent instructions to the

Germen Army on this matter seys :- "secently there has beer an
"increase in the numbecr 0F French prisorers who give extrgordinary

- "little information. They state ag & 1ule they have recently
ngrvived a8 Gratis or have recenvly asrrived from leave. Il appears
"thot thoy have been trained ve give the 1evlies svated sbove when
geptured snd thus svecid velng asked further cuestions. I direct
"Thet the troops be ingirucied to give similar answers".  This
method of the Freach of avoiding giving informetion is one, which
we mey well Iciliow. If a man allows himself to be drawn into
conversaticn or militzry metters he is bound to give away valuable
information without the lesst intention of doing so, and even though
he does not know thaet he is doing so. -

The most dangerous method for us, and the aleveres?t means
which the enemy has adopted to outwit our men whom he may capture,
is the introduction of decoys for getting informetion. Thege are
men wearing Austrelian or British uniforms with Australisn or British
badges, and with certain knowledge of units to which they pretend to
belong- They mingle in an vnobtrusive way with the prisoners and
1is“en to their conversation with one another, and engage in
conversation with them, end so matters are brovght out. These
decova are used in Prisoner of ' ar sasges anc numerous instances have
beer discovered where they have been brought into houspitels bandaged
up enl avparenily suffering from wouvnds. Their dummy wounds are
dressed svery day and they are put in beds beside the prisoners.
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The enemy has another trick of using a listening
instrument which records all conversations carried on between
prisoners even when in their huts. Even faint whispers can be
recorded by this instrument. |

If you want to play the game by your comrades, if you
do not want to sacrifice their lives, follow one single rule
SAY NOTHING TO ANYBCDY. Avoid conversations, give your NAME and

RANK only, do not start trying to bluff, bud refuse to give any

further informaticn. The :».,.. .at one time captured some of our
Austreliane in the neighbourhood of YARKNETON. A German Intelligencs
Summary snoke of: these Australians as sbsolutely refusing to give
any informetion whatever and refusing point blank to discuss any
military matters at all.; The Germans paid a great tribute %o these

men and held them up as ﬂnqaxample'tu"thﬂ German Afmy.-lt,-

A German Summary of the 109 German Division issued in
Mey, which fell into our hands, gave the details of ths Headquarters

of a Brigade and & camp where Australian troops wera billetted in

our present sector. These places were immediately shelled and
bombed and several of our good men were killed and wounded., A map

captured at HAMEL showed & headquarters of one of our Brigades in
the vicinity, asnd the headquarters of two of the battalions in the

e

line, and the boundaries between battalions. A1l of this information

was given by men who had been captured.

4 man who is captured should not imagihe _ that he 1is
going to gain any further consideration from the enemy by giving
information. It will not make any difference to his treatment.
3ilence end endurence will gain the respeot of the enemy - giving
information will gain their aontempt, In either case you will not
recaive any very great consideration at the hands of the enemy.

Ludendu=ff in enother instruction to the German ATMy Says
that it has been established that the German sttasx of the 9th June
was revealsd to the French by the astatements of prisoaers. and it
was due to this information slore that the French were able to meet
the German sttack. He goes on 5o say the majority of the men who
were made prisoners do not realise to what extent statements, even
on insignificant matters, not only endsnger the lives of their
comrades but compromise the success of thelr attacks and raids.
This is equally true in our cass.

Remember that your speech may cause the loss of the lives
of your best friends and comrades: that no harm can come to you by

 maintaining silence and keeping & still tongue.

- pe—p———— TR R R e
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8th Infantry Brigade,
14th Infantry Brigade.
16th Infantry Brigade,
8th Infen try Bde. School)

.
APPENDIX, / ‘{

‘.' i = p &

o .

1
o Ui
.ll".‘l_a-‘ F .- |"'_- :J'
F 714 o o N i ¢ F
‘J L LA L "4

Ge2/ 734

l4th Infantry 4 ) Through Brigades.,

16th Infantry " M

oth Divisional Artillery.

end Ciivisional 4rtiliery,

oth iachine Gur Rattalion.

5th Pioneer [attalion.

oth Divislonsl Engineers.

b5th Divisional Slgnel Coy. |

Cyelists Fiatoon, (attd. Bth LustDiv. ).,
No. 1 troop, “BY Sqdn, 13th A .L.H.

O.G-, Dive Reinf. Camp .

£ 0P JMe

8th Brigade nucleus. )

14th Brigade nucleus.)Throuch Dive Eeinf
15t!: Brigade nucleus,)

1. The &bove ‘copy of Australicn Corvs (.
necessery action with re:ard to paras

2e¢ The fﬂllﬂwihﬁ exXtrects from 5th Divis

(2)"A1) British Tanks will fly a firi=
our liies after belng in actione.
that there will be no denger of o
Tanks for hostile ones" .

@ .[é:irl,’;:_; ’

188/1848 for information and

. 45.11{1 6.

e : lon G2/3012 'of 19th June

G2/ 3336 of 22nd June «re repeated for infcﬁﬁatinn - L s

color flep when returning to
HY thlsg means it is hoped

ur* troops migstaking our

(b)"The follqwing flag signals from Tanls to Infan try will be

usaed e

(1)  GRLEN and WEITE indicates COME O

(ii) RKED &nd YAELLOY indicates

hen used these Flags will be waved out of the top of the

front cab',

153th July, 1915,

Copy to :-

IEA. ﬁ'.i*“
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G.183/1848
Australian Corps.,

.2nd Aust. Diviglon,.
4th Aust, Division.
ard Aust. Division.
5th Aust, Civision.

e P B R e e g A W e e e W

le= & satisfactory prectice was carried out near VAUX-en-AMIENOIS
on 1l0th 1nsteant, by units of 3rd Aust. Division, to demonstrate the
co~operation of Tarks with Infantry in the attack.

2.~ The normal formetion for the atteck was adopted and the five
Tanks started at zero some distance behind the " jumping off 1line',
and passed through the infaitry at the first halt of the barrage.

O+= No. 27 phosphorous rifle grenades were satisfactorily used
by the Infantry as a signal to the Tanks Lo indicate hostlile points
of reelistence which were holding up the Infentryv advance,

The new Stokes Lortar flars bomb was also successfully used
for this purpose by & section of & Stokes liortar battery which wes
supportin,; the &ttack. |

The Tanks respondsd well to both the above signals and in all
cases at least two Tanks turned on seeing the signal and dealt with
the oppositlon. A8 soon as the Tanka considered they had dealt
with & hostile strong point, they flew & green and white flag
(8ignel to the Infantry to "come on") and waited 1in the vieinity until
the strong point was 'taken over" by the Infantry. -

4.~ The simple flag signals f{rom Tanks to Infantry do not appear
to be universally known and quickly recognised by Infantry Officers
and K.C.0's. There was obvious hesitation on the part of the
Infantry on a Tank flying a flag of any sort,

De= The experiment was tried of neving a trained Infantry scout
or observer 1in the turret of each Tank to act as liaison between the
Tenk and the Infantry Company which it was supporting. His duty was
to watch closely the movements of the Infantry, to watch for signals
from them am to look out for hostile points of pesistance. The
experimant worked well, | |
His presence in the Tenk does not unduly erowd the Tank crew,

€e= The steel helmet raised on the top of a rifle proved a
useful general signal from the Infantry to indicate "we want a Tank
to help us"., The signal is not yet fully understood by platoon
and section commanders. |

(Sgd) T.A. BLAMEY Brig-General,
General starff.,
fustralian Corps.
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