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WAR DIARY | Ariy  ,rm C. 218,

Instruetions regarding War Diavies and Intelligence Nl g
Summaries are contained in ¥. 8. Regs., Part I1. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. o
and the Staff Manual respectively. 'Title pages & m
will be prepared in manuseript, (Erase heading not required.) &

el ? | i d SR AR R Hemarks and

Placa | Date ‘ Houar | Summary of Events and Information references to

' e <o Le. 01 FEAau0 )y L N s L o PN 0 (T D o W Sty ] Appendices
| 191Y.
" Dec. 1. 2nd/Lieut. H. L. BOWRING reported for duty and was posted to Srd. Battery.
2. | Lieut. J. R. RGBERTSON rapnrtad for duty and was posted to lst. Battery.
5. Brig-General W.A. CC(XEN. D.S.0. - B.G.R.A. 1lst., ANZAC Corps - inspected the Brigade.
 Major R. M. THQUPSON. M.C. awarded D.S.0. for gallantry and devotion to duty during npara‘biunﬂ. g
13. | 2nd/ILieut. C. V. WICKENS rejoined from hospital. |
116. ‘ 1st. Aust. Div. Arty. Routine Order No. 114 received giving instructions for move and relief
by 1st. A. F, A. Brigade of 13th. A. F. A, Brigade in the line on the 18th. and 19th., Decr.
Orders issued to each Battery.
Major H. R. BYRNE (2nd. Battery) temporarily transferred to 2nd. F. A. Brigade to command while
Lieut.-Colonel D. H. MOORE is on leave.
 Major H. L. EDMQNDS transferred temporarily from 2nd. F. A. Brigade to command 1Clst. How. Bty,
| while Major J. C. Selmes. D.S.0. is on leave.
| Captain J. E. STALEY. M.C. transferred temporarily from 2nd. F. A. Brigade to commend 2nd. Bty.
vice Major H. R. BYRNE.
111,15 a.m. Major EDMONDS and Captain STALEY reported for duty.
10.00 p.m, Major EDMQONDS transferred back to 2nd. F. A. Brigade to resume command of 102nd.
How. Battery. Captain J. DMEERTY transferred temporarily to lst. F. A. Brigade
to command 10lst. How. Battery while Major #. C. SEIMES. D.S.0. is on leave.
1%. 8.15 a.m. Brigade and Battery Commanders went forward in motor lorry to reconnoitre positiong |
of Batteries we are to relieve.
18 Brigade Signal Sub-section and 2 Sections per Battery left DOULIEU &t 8 a.m. arriving at new
 wagon lines at NEUVE EGLISE at 10.30 a.m. |
 Major J. C. CHRISTIE reported from Corps Headquarters for duty and was posted to drd. Battery
- to command.
| Captain W. S. LAIDLEY appointed Acting-Adjutant vice Captain R. A. LITILE about to proceed
to attend Battery Commanders' Course of Instruction at SHCEBURYNESS - England.
19. 2 p.m. Relief completed by lst. F. A. Bde. from ®mt 13th., F. A. Bde.
1st. F. A. Brigade Zone - Right Sector covering MESSINES - called MESSINES GROUP.
Line held by 3rd. Adst. Inf. Brigade - 2 Battalions in the line; one in supportl
one in reserve.
Location of Brigade as follows :- Ref, Sheet. 28 S.W. and S.E. (Earts of) BELGIUM.
Unit. Guns. Map. Ref. Wagon Lines Map Ref ; / ¥
f
Arooa). Wt wiaBsg/Miaga #so,000. 1/1p. D, D & L., Ltd, Forms/Ca118i1a. (saa U?Br) i » /5 j tt{j {{; tﬂiﬁ-: e
KA ﬁd_]uir;rnt.. lst. F/A. Brigade
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WAR DIARY

or

Army Form C, 2118,

Instructions regarding War Diavies and Intelligence :
Summaries are contained in I, 8, Regs,, Part 1L INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. o
and the Staff Manual respectively. 'litle pages - 27
will be prepared in manusecript. (Erase heading wot required.)
e & i i Do A 4 L g | Remarks and
Place ‘ Date l Hour | Summary of Events and Inlurmation :-:;:;f;;ﬁu
i fam. wf] N A ' L ol = i ) a3 . Appendices
- 193%. i ¢
| A
Dec. : 19. | Unit. Guns. Map Ref. Wagon Lines Map Ref. I”H .S'W Q}.fg
| | ; Headquarters. - P.6,0.15.75. T.20.8.8.0. g
| | | 1s$. Battery. 2 0.32.D.05. 00. ((art= o
| | 4 U.1l.a.70.50. T.20.2.8.0. |
n | 2nd. Battery. 1 U.3.c.80.25. ',f“ oA ;hm,,__,,
| i 5 UilalEIBOIBOl Hnalnﬂ-ﬁ.ﬁ. ::‘ )
Srd. Battery. 2 0.31..90.30. T ——
4 0.31.a.55.05. T.20.0.2.2.
10lst. Battery. 2 U.2.8.25.65.
4 U.7.4.00.80. T.26.0.5.56.
2nd/Lieut. L. SAMUELS reported from O. T. C. and was posted to 10lst. Battery.
| 7.40 p.m, Liaisun Officer with Left Batt. asked for retaliation on target 0.36.a2.60.80.
| att e d o
Yartoh Fhe 150 5 STt s, 00 rounts
. 0. 1.50 a.m. Right Batt. Liaison asked for retaliation on target U.6.b.25.30.
| 2nd. and 10lst. Battery each fired 25 rounds on this tsrget. At 3.15 a.m. a
| further 30 rounds by lst. and 3rd. Batteries each were expended on same target.
Day very quiet. Thick fog prevented any observation.
3.30 p.m. All batteries of group fired 30 rounds on tracks and roads in rear area of
Group zone.
6.30 pem. Left Lisison Officer asked for retaliation on target 0.30.d.40.10. 20 rounds
- e@ach fired by lst. and 3rd. Batteries.
8.45 p.m. end, and l0lst. Batterles each fired 20 rounds on KIWI FARM 0.36.¢.55.50. in
retaliation at request of Infantry Liaison Cfficer.
11.20 pem. S0 rounds each by lst. and 3pd. Battery fired on KINGSCLERE U.6.p.25.30. in
retaliation. Operation Order No. 42 ua.rriad out
21. C. 0. inspedted 0.P's. and forward gun positions and Right Infantry Battalion H.Q.
1.30 a.m, 1lst. and 3rd. Batteries fired 30 rounds each in retaliation on 0.36.¢.55.50. .
6.50 p.m. Left Batt, L&aison asked for retaliation on 0.30.4.40.10. &and lst, a.nd Srd. / ‘
Batteries fired 20 rounds eagh. DY iIw, . ,
Azyooa). Wt w;:ﬂgg!hixtgpw*.sim &Qrgnﬁ:;mﬁ&!uag ﬂa‘rria out' .._-f__.ll':‘_:,. A ST Fofist dnatecs 2 o ! GE‘I.‘pt:’:’tln- N
‘5'/ Ad juiant. lst 13 [ 3rigade.

£
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WAR DIARY

or

Army Form C. 2118.

) sions reearding War Diaries and Intelligence i
X E[Tfil:ui;:rr?ar;e{?uig j:-.];'mi.ni-ixl iillt F. S8 R g:a.l. I’:lr?f nﬁ: INTELLIGENGE SUMMARY T, 0
and the Staff Manual respectively. 'Title pages ] ) n L'(;'}
will be prepared in manuseript. (Brase heading not vequired.)
i ok | i - 5 i i il - St i il - l{nmurk; an
Place ll Date | Hour i Summary of Events and Infurmation o e - ‘ lirﬁii;ﬁﬁi; r
T TR B i | |
' 14
Dec. | 22. Very clear day. A11 Batteries carried out registration shoots. ‘&f LY :
'3.00 p.m. C.R.A., visited Group H:agqgaito;a%t 2% ol
| | m. General Bingham inspected 1lst. Battery. v &
| | E:gg lp).?l. 1st. Battarg reported Gas shedl falling at rate of about S per minute from 77 mm. Gun!. ] if
| | | Direction of fire - CCOMINES. Shell falling in 0.32.a. Brigade Major notified and |, PR ‘Lf
| heavies retaliatad.ﬁ /,
| . .m, Gas shelling stopped. ; 8/ 7 -
i g%o g.m. Left Batt.ngiaiaan officer reported heawvy shelling of MESSINES Ridge by 4.2's and /Q.L “pnens
5.9's. /
d
9.9 oM. 1st. Battery reported about 100 rounds of 4.2" shell fell in 0.92.d.
| 9.10 IPJ.m. 3rd, Battery reported &bout 100 rounds of 5.9" shell fa%l in 0.32.2.
| | 1st. Battery report fire coming from True Bearing of 50 Ofrnm 0.32.0.06.50.
| | 3rd. Battery report fire coming from True Begqring of 109 from 0.31.&.55.056
"10+35 pem, Jrd. %at‘bary reports & Hostile 4.2" Bagtary firing on a True Bearing of 113" and
| a 5.9° Battery on a True Bearing of 95~ taken from 0.31.8.55.05. Shells of both
Batteries falling in 0.32.a.
10.40 p.m. Rang Bounter-battery Group and asked for retallationm.
Operation Order No. 3. carried out.
g3. 8.55 a.m. Left. Batt. Liaison Officer asked for retaliation on 0.30.4.40.10.
| 1st. and 3rd, Batteries replied with 15 rounds each. At same time forward gun of
| ond. Battery fired short bursts on KXWI FARM 0.86.6.55.950. .
| Gaptain H. SYMONDS. A.A.M.C. reported for duty as R.M.0. from 1lst. Aust. Fld. Amb.
| vice Captain H. L, BEALE returmned to duty with 6th. Aust. Fld. Amb.
1.00 p.m. German miniature paper balloon fell at 1lst. Batiery position. Nothing attached
to it. This was forwarded to lst. Aust. Div. Artillery H.Q.
11.00 a.m. 70th. Battery R.G.A. commenced a destructive shoot on KIWI PARM 0.36.¢.55.50. and
¥INGSCLERE U.6.B.25.80. strong pointd. 120 rounds 8" were expended on the
first-named and 10 direct hits were observed - the first shoot terminating at
12,30 p.m. KINGSCLERE target was then engaged - 80 rounds being fired and six
direct hits being obtained. Shoot finished at 2.15 p.m. Visibility was indifi’arenE
for first target and good for second target. Telephone aot?u.niaq.tinn }mintarrupta
throughout. Shoot observed by an Officer of this Group. /
.-“{ll-{'.l._,.f f*.l ! ’{.’--"5‘ Captain.
Ajoga), Wt. wmBsg/Mizgs 750,000, /17 D, D &L. Lid Forma/Canfirg. S o f ] ’hlf_% l e
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Instructions regarding War Diavies and Intelligence

WAR DIARY

or

Army Form C. _21'1-3.

Swmmaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part IT. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. -9
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages _ 2
will be prepared in manuseript. (Erase heading not vequired.) &’
3= ; - o R i Bl e il Remarks and
Place | Date [Honr i Summary of Ivents and Inlormation referennesmt.u
e | SIS e ap a5 1S 1 . Lo W Y= w0 Appendices
1917.
‘Dec. 23. 7.30 p.m. 1st. Battery fired two salvoes on KIWI FARM .
| drd., " ¥ | o " " KINGSCLERE. 7l
11.00.p.m. Left Batt. Liaison COfficer reports 5.9's falling on ridge in 0.328.b. coming from VAL
! direction of COQMINES. 24 W ol E
11.10 p.m. Counter-Battery replied with neutralizing fire. . - 11-G K-
| | Operation Order No. 4. carried out. AT AR
| 24, p.2.45 a.m. Right Batt. Liaison Officer asked for retalistion on KIWI FARM 0.36.c.55.50. A/ _,
| | Porward gun of 2nd. Battery expended 30 rounds on this target. i :
Captain E. MASTERS. M.C. rejoined from hospital and was posted to 1Clst. Battery INL¢ z,w,mw-,
to command temporarily to date from 26/12/1917.
10.00 p.m. Left Lisison Bfficer reports heavy shelling of MESSINES Ridge by 5.9's. coming
| from CQIINES. Counter-Battery replied and at 10.50 p.m. Liaison Officer
reported hostile shelling ceased.
| Operation Order No. 5. carried out.
25, 2.30 p.m. Left Liaison Officer reported 4.2's falling in U.4.c. coming from CQIINES.
| Counter-Battery asked for retaliation.
11.30 p.m. Right Liaison Officer asked for retaliation on KINGSCLERE U,B.b.25.30.
ond. and 10lst. Batteries fired 20 rounds each.
Operation COrder No. 6. carried out.
26 . Chaplain H.D.Peel - Brigade Chaplain - proceeded on leave to England.
captain J. DGHERTY relinquished temporary command of 10lst. How. Battery and
rejoined 2nd. A. F. A. Brigade.
8.15 P.m. At request from Left Batt. Liaison Officer 1lst. and 3rd. Batteries each expended
20 rounds in retaliation on 0.36.8.60.80. and 0.50.d.40.10.
.85 p.m. ond. and 10lst. Batteries fired 20 rounds ea&ch on 0.36.a.60.80. in retaliation.
10.25 p.m. ond. and 10lst. Batteries fired 20 rounds each on U.6.b.25.50.
11.00 p.m. At further request 1lClst. Battery expended 30 rounds on U.6.b.25.30C.
Operation Order No. 7. carried out.
27. end/Lieut. W. M. McKENZIE repmrted for duty from R.B.A.A. and was temporarily
| attached to B. H. Q. as Orderly Officer.
6.85 p.m. Right Batt. Liaison Officer asked for retaliation on KINGSCLERE eand at 7 p.m.
10lst. Battery fired 15 rounds. | / '_
Operation Order No. 8. carried out. / Y
ALST Kl Uny r,,, .
Ayogz). Wi, wigbig/Mizgp f7so000. tfip. D, D &L, Ltd, Forms/Carrdiig. i ' ‘:”J_ . f \ f-l'?‘tﬂln' M=
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WAR DIARY

or

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Erase heading mot required.)

Army Form €,-21(8,

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in I, 8. Hegs., Part 1.
and the Staff Manual respectively. 'Title pages 2
will be prepared in manuscript. 7

i " i il - Remarks and

Hour | Summary of Events and Infurmation references to
Appendices

od

__,__h

Place Date

R = e =T — e = CEE e e e 5 — e =l - -

e e

191N,
| Dec.

29.

.
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28.

8130 llll
8.35 a.m.

1.00 p.m.

2.00 p.m.
2.35 p.m.

10.15 p.m.

11.55 p.m.

4.45 a.m.
12.20 p.m.

6.00 p.m.

8.50 p.n.

11.15 p.m.

Ayoga). Wt. wiaBsg/Mizgp 750,000, 1/17. DD & L., Lid. Forms/Czr1d/1g.

The Corps Commander (Géneral Sir William Birdwood. K.C.B. &c. 1 and C. R. A. inspected
Battery pnaitiuns of the Brigade.

ord. Inf Bde. H.Q. reported hostile warking parties in V.7.a. and b.

ond., and 10lst. Batteries fired bursts at intervals on above pointss

BASSEVILLE Group informed.

Hostile 4.2" Battery shelled forward section of lst. Battery at 0.32.b.06.00. from
direction of COQUIINES. Rang Counter-Battery Group and asked for retaliation.

C. 0. had conference with Battery Commanders at Group H.Q.

Left Batt. Liaison Officer raportad M. G's. active at 0.36.4.2.4. and at 9.40 p.m.
the 10lst. Battery fired 20 rounds on them.

1st. Battery fired 16 rounds on 0.35.b.4.,4. in retaliation.

lst. Battery report a hostile 4.2 Battery shelling roads in U.7.b. and U.2.a8.
Advised Counter-Battery and asked for retaliation.

Operation Orders Nos. 9 and 11 carried out.

Left Batt. Liaison Officer reported M.G. active at 0.35.b.20.57. and the 1st,
Battery was instructed to engage this target with occasional bursts.

Left 0.P. reports 5.9" Battery shelling U.8.a. and ‘n. at a rate of about 6 rounds
per minute. Direction of fire Grid bearing of 98° from 0.32.a.2.2.

Rang Counter-Battery and asked for retaliation. Firing ceased at 1 p.m.

Left Batt. Liaison Officer reported M.G's. active at 0.35.b.3.2. and 0.35.».75.18.
1st., Battery fired 20 rounds on each. Liaison Officer further reported shoot to
be satisfactory.

C.0. selected forward 0. P's. at 0.34.0.60.88. and U.4,.8.15.65.

Left Batt. Liaison Officer asked for shoot on M. G. at 0.35.,b.3.2. plus 50 yards;
also shoot on T.M. between pin-points 0.35..60.35. and 0.35.b.70.35.

1st. Battery fired 20 rounds on each target.
Left Liaison reports T.M. active at 0.35.0.60.35.
Operation Order No. 10. carried out.

1st. Battery fired 20 rounds.

& i
i

nf ol
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in . 8. Regs., Part 1L
and the Staff Manual respectively.

will be prepared in manusecript.

Title pages

WAR DIARY

or

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

(Brase heading not requared.)

Arury Form C. 2118.

'i:’, _
Co

iy . == —— - = B V : Hemarks and
Place l Date Hour | Summary of Events and Information references to
ra| 55 ' — . s M Y NN - i _Yiewn'y _semsl 1 NI wyReling | Appendices
i 1917. )
Dec., 30. 2.8 a.m, Left Liaison Officer reports M.G's. at 0.35.4.85.90. and 0.35.b.60.45. T A
| 2rd. Battery fired 20 rounds on each. KA
| Major J. C. SEIMES. D.S.0. reported back from furlough and was temporarily attached,. ,
| Very quiet day. Visibility bad. Practically no hostile shelling. -
: Operation Order No. 12. carried out. (‘%\M rf,}
3l. | 9.15 p.m. Left Battalion Liaison Officer reports hostile 4.2" Battery shelling 0.34.b. from «23,{ :
| direction of WARNETON. Counter-Battery informed and asked for retaliation. Nl :
10,30 p.m. 101lst. Battery reports slight gas shelling but unable to say from where.

| Operation Order No. 13. carried out.

Ammunition expended from 19th. Dec. 1917 to 3lst. Dec. 1917 :- 1899 rounds "A".
b624 " "AX"

2692 " "pX"

| Total - ]:0215 Rounds.

Casualties - Nil. 53 Other Ranks evacuated to hospital sick.

Azogz). Wit. wiabsp/Miaga yso0uc, 1/ip. DD & L., Lid, Forms/Caridiig.
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4 APPENDIX ”
MESSTINES GROUP ARTILLERY ORDER No.4l. Copy Noe ™ «s
._..;E-.;_ {]—-_1{ .nE E' ---------------------- ) =
A Headqguarters,

17th.December 1917.
Reference sheet 28 B.W. 1-20,000

1. ! Harassing fire willy be carried out bay batteries of this Group by day
| ‘ on the 19th.December end by night on the 19th/20th.December 1917.

2o Bursts of fire ere to be dirceted on targets allotted betweenthe hom™s
of 4.45om an pm, and 4.30am ={7.am.
w"
e Tesks are as follows -

50th.BtLy ;:Search.and aweep Cheatemw GHESQUIERE area firom Uel2e¢bodode
to Usl2+b.4.8. to & distance of 300 yards.

olst. " 2 SECtiﬂnE gearch aref from Ulﬁidili’?-tﬂ Ulﬁtdn10-95 to
2 U.6.4.20.298 to UeB:sAs2DeTO0
¥ 1 Section Track end road at Velea.l.7. 8E
49th. " X 2 " sweep OTIRA TRENCH from 0.36.2.2.1 to 0.36.260.
1 Cun TIM# at 6156101712-
8 " T at 0-56131?-7-
113%h. * X1 How T. M. ot Vel2.8.05.62¢
7 2zl 0:.564C¢55.70.
¥ il Us6eba0.7s
i 0e36.0¢85.65.
1 " O.SB.G.T.B.
g | X 015615171?1
4 Ammunition to be used - 150 rounds per batiery. 25% A and 75% AX for

5, ACKNOWLEDGE. . i 7 y
v AX.

Egdl GnH-I‘-HILLEﬂt Liﬁut & Adjti’

Distribution MESSINES Group Artillerye..s
{ fioel  49th.DBLy No.2 50th.Bty ,
5 5lst 4 ° 113th |
5 File 6 SthelJ.A. |
7y 8 and 9. Wer Diary |
10 Inf.Bde 11 and 1l2. Spare. A

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO16346



| APPENDIX

> 3
oA
\
|
> | MESSINES GROUP ARTILLERY ORDER }Oe 2. Copy HOsevses
S EC B — SR S T e .""—__*":——----"-.—.-__“ |
T - | > Headquarters,
‘ = ‘ 18th.December 1917.

XX the 20th.Decerber and by night od the 20th/21st December 193%s ——— ———
i Task Teble at
2, f fire will be directed on objectives shown in ! |
Ez’ ?gigézl:r intervels throughout tihe fﬂllnwing periods at B.Cs discretion
4-pm 10 7-pm and 5.8m e T o« X0

Do Tasks ere as follows :-

50th.Bty. search from U.l2.8.4.4. tO Ue6+C.75.80. to & depth of

300 vards.

{ b5lst e " Sﬂﬂrgh.frﬂm.Unﬁtﬂ-5t5| O G-ﬁG.G.ES.TD- 1o a depth of
500 yards- :

{ 49th, " SearaEZOE%ﬁAngﬁgcgﬁﬁggm 0.%6+C:25.90 toO 0364860495

| it ae i 0.36.D.25.65

| 4 sctl Eﬂﬁrch.frﬂm 0-36-b|50145 to . o e . o

" 5 e % Eﬁﬁ. :Earﬁh 0.36.8.75,65. ANGLE FARM

! g y KIWI FARM

| 1 Section sesrch DeB6ede2eDe

2 A
‘4. Ammunition to be used - 200 rounds per battery. 265% A end 757 AX for

18pdrs.
5,  ACKNOWLEDCE. ,

LIZ:-ia‘c.:f"fd:rt.'a'c,.’uu::rn | /%{L‘é{" Lieut & Adjte,

No«.l  49th.Bly No.2 50th.Bty / VESSINES Group Artillery.
- & olst 4 1l3th
5 K 6 bth.D.A.
%5 8 and 9. Wer Diary
10. Inf Bde 11 & 12 Spare.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO016346
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LORET, APPENDIX z ;kéég:
i MESSINES GROUP OPERATION ORDER losl. Copy HOsessss
. Q: Lieut.« Colonel E.7.DEANl, D.S5.0. Comranding.
Teadquariers,

| 18thelecerber 19217.
v - LIAISON. "he following duties will De cer=ied out ﬁa'ﬂndﬂr L -

{a). |
LEPT DAYLIGHT Oele. Por lat. and 3rd. batteries. To be
T meamed throupgnout the hours of deylight by aan Cificer
and 2 telephonists At DedletefidDe24, o
(b)REGET DAYLIGHT O.F. Por 2nd. and 1l0lst.batteries. To be
T hanned ibrourhout the hovrs of daylight bysn Officer
end o tﬂlﬁﬂh@ﬂitﬂ At OeoTeCelenie =)
fc)BRICADE KICGHT CePls To he wammod throughoul the hours
| of uerkiness ov 1 Officer, 1 li.C.0.(8ergeant 1f possib-
le), 2 telephonists end 1 linesman at O«33ecededs
(d) sRICHT CATTALICH. To be yeuned throughout the hours
oF dariness by 1 Offlcer snd ) telephonist at Udcdd.
{e) LEFT BATTALIONS To he meimoed throughout the hours

oF Jeritetc by 1 0fflcer and 1 teléphonist at O54b1518

@ The Officer who rars the 0.FP. in daylighi will go to nattalion
et night, sending beo to battery one of his telephonists from
0., P. with the 0.F. repert, to reasch the hottery by 35.30pm dally
in time bo meet mmmer Trom Croup Hesdquarters.
Ze The following will be the Rester by baticrien :-
| A% "B". "c". A "E":
19th.Decenbor,. 3stterv. lst. 2xd. 101st. 2nd. 1lst.
20th, - e S 101 < 101 K]
2lst, ' g 1 2 3 2 1
22nd. i - & 101 . 101 o
23rde . 1 2 2 2 Xl
24the " - 3 101 1 101 3
25the » 2 1l 2 101 2 ¥ °
Z6the " 3 101 2 101 3
27the * . 1 2 3 2 1
28the E 3 5 101 2 i0l 5
29th. - " B a 2 2 1
S0the s " & 101 : | 101 3
Slat. E " 1 e 101 = 1
18t January. 2 3 101 2 101 3
end. o " . § = 3 2 1
Srde " y & 101 | & 10X 3
4tiie .- " i 2 P - SRS
bihe . r 5 101 L 1C1 3
5 a.f' .F?_I,L& ﬂ,.{}:gfr [ (] f N 4
s/ ,"Jf_ I / .
GE;;tﬁ?}‘t’igﬁiﬁ o2 . Duh. (CL/ Ad jutant ENSSINES froup 'Arj;iflaw."
. o %.D. 4 1st. Btr'y ' \
5 Eﬂﬂ.lﬂt?t 6 Srde "
7 101st.

f . 22
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APPENDIX .
10

llsndouarters
19th. Pegembsy 1917.

Referenve : theet 286 a.9. 1/20000.

™ finrageing five will be 'mth
| Grou the -
}uwtqm r%.maﬂw

Batteries will fire on undermentioved tll‘l.tl-hhrlll
at irresular intervals between followdng times (- 4.15 p.m.
te 7.30 pam. and 4,30 a.2. to 7.50 a.m.

e iargets :~ 1st, Battery - JSesyoh roads and commmnicsa-
. tions in squures 0.36.4 & B.
iﬂﬂ-hlﬂ_ﬁt

Znd, Battery - Search snd sweop ememy
- roads and cowmpications in

m.‘G. and D, and
mnhfdu.u.aun.

L

| Srd, Battery -~ Oearch and swoep emneny roeds
and trenches in
sguares 0.,96.0. and U, and

Uubohe und B.

Batteries of this
night on the

Ee

. R SUBSANGLE Fulil 0,96+ 4.75.68.

gun CECSS RGDS U.6.0.00.05.

Searoh around U.l.s.15.60.
» ‘ - UeBoDoB6.15.

&. Exponditure :- 160 rounds per Battexy. i
Hsture :- (18-pdrs.) - 285 "a"; 985 “axv,

be set is to be fired percussien, ﬂl1 - -

Ge AOFHOILYBOE,

Lowlesle,

A/ 4d jutant vensines irty.

Cony Ho, 1. Retained.
2. Uar PMary.
i. g“- Hl h
- 8% nthﬂ-
‘i “- h‘“ﬂ.
6. drd, Battery.
7. 1ldlst. Battery.
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SECRET . Copy No....
E:,?.b MESSINES GROUP ARTILLERY. 1
Operation Order No. 3.
Iliﬁut.-cu1°M1 B, T, DEAN . D-ﬁ-ﬁ- - cﬂmﬂnﬂi P
He narters;
m— S0th. December 1917.

1. Harassing fire will be carried out by Batteries of this
Group by day on 22nd. December and by night on the 22nd/23rd.
December 1917.

2. Batteries will fire on tasks as per table in bursts at
irregular intervals between following times :~ 3.30 p.m.
t0o 8 p.m. and 5 a.m. to 8 a.m.

P Tagk Table :- Targets.
1st. Battery - Search rosd - tracks and trenches

1!1 niaﬁllt H-na- B-

gnd. Battery - gearch roads - tracks and trenches
in U.6.C. and D. and with forward
gun search road from EUREKA in

V.1.A., to DEE FARM in P.3R.C.

drd. Battery - search roads - tracks and trenches
in 0.36.C. and D. and U.6.A. and B.
10lst. Battery - (Forward Section) - CIRCLE FARM

Ped1l.A.50.85. BONDI HOUSE and
Cross roads at V.1.D,45.55

(Rear Sections) - 1 Section
sSweep KINGSCLERE U.6.Bs25.20,
1 Section sweep KIWI FARM

0.36.C.60.50.
4, Expenditure :- 150 rounds per battery. One-third to
be e:rpa&a& by day and two-thirds by night.

Nature - 18-Pdrs. 254 "A"; 75 "AX".

5, ACEKN OTLEDGE.
[V 4 1 ; captain‘
A/Ad jutart Messines Group Ariy.
Distribution.

Copy No. 1. Retained.
2. War Dlary.
3, 1lst. Aust. D. A.
4, 1lst. Battery.
5. 2nd. v
6. ord. »

7. 1l0lst. "
8. Bde. Mjr. 3rd. Inf. Bde.
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SECRET. Copy i
Q MESSINES  GROUP ARTILLERY. 19
3 N Operation Order No. 4.
By ZLieut.-Colonel E. T. DEAN., D.8.0. - Commanding.
Headquarters;
2lst. December 1917.
1. Harassing fire will be carried out by Batteries of this

Group by Day on 23rd. December and by night on 23rd/24th.
December 1917.

g, Batteries will fire on tasks as per table in bursts at

irreguler intervals between following times :- 5 p.m. %o
10 p.m. and 4 a.m. to 7.30 a.m.

3. Tagk Table :- Targe ts.
lst. 2nd. and ) Search and sweep roads - tracks
3rd. Batteries) and communications opposite

9.0.5. Zones in lanes running
due Emmtxitm West to East.

l0lst. Battery - (Forward Section) - |
Roads and Pill-boxes in square P.31.

(Rear Sections) -
Irencheg - tracks - roads and

buildings in U.6.B. and D. and
0.96.B. and D.

4, Expenditure :- 150 rounds per Battery. Half to be
expended by day and half by night.

Nature - 18-pdrs. - 25% "AM; 754 "AXv,
5. ACKN OWLEDGE. Ean S D

§ ¥
/ -' /
_'|Ir . ‘I| L ! 'y ] [
¥ LA A 2d

= Rt ] c&ptain-
A/Ad jutent Messines Group Arty.

Distribution.
Copy No. 1. Retained.
&. War Diary.
9. 1st. Aust. D. A.
4, 1st. Battery.
5. 2nd. Battery.
6. drd. Battery.
7. 10lst. Battery.
8. Bde., Major drd. Inf. Bde.
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SECRET. Copy No....

13

a MESSINES GROUP ARTILLERY.

;!}#‘U ' |

' | Operation Order No. 5.

BI Lient.-Colonel E. T. DEAN. 1).131 0. - ﬂMMiEE-
Hegdquarters,;
22nd. December 1917.

1. Harassing fire will be carried out by Batteries of this
Group by Day on 24th. December amnd by Night on 24th./25th.
December 1917.

2. Batteries will fire as per Task Table in bursts at irregular
intervals between the following times :- 4 p.m. t0 8 p.m.
and 5 a.m. to 7 a.m.

1st. Battery - (Forward Section) HUREEKA FARM and
roads V.1l.A.
(1 Section) KINGSCLERE U.6.b.20.30.
(1 Ssection) Search square 0.36.B. and D.
2nd. Battery - Sweep roads and tracks in squares
U.6.B. and D.
3rd. Battery - Sweep roads in square FP.J5l.
t. Battery - Forward Section) BUSSCHE FARM
1mﬂ BE y { ) V o B B ?0-25- #ﬂaéﬂ
Rear Sections CARDE DIEU 0.36 F
( Strong points; Pi
Boxes; Trench Juncitions
in U.6.B. and D.
4. Expenditure :- 200 rounds per Battery. Half to be
expended by day and half by night.
Nature - All "AX"™,
5. ACEN OVLEDGE. A
f
;’a f: \ I. F 4 ;-"“ { ¥
| E £ j'r GH- t&in-

A/Ad jutant Messines Group Arty.

Distribution.

Copy No. 1. Retained.
2. War Diarxry.
3. lst. Aust. Div. Art.
4., 1lst. Battery.
5. 2nd. Battery.
6. ord. Battery.
7. 1l1l0lst. Battery.
8. Bde. Major drd. Inf., Bde.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1016346



By ILieut.-Colonel E., T, DEAN. D.S0. - Commanding.

de Haressing fire
this Group by Day

on the 25

) MESSINES

=l ol gl "N A

. [ -—r ks - P
. |

GROUP ARTILLERY.
Operation Order No. 6.

Headquarters;
23rd. December 1917.

c Uﬁ Ho P, e

will be carried out by the Batteries of
on the 25th. December 1917 and by night
th/26th. December 1917.

S Batteries will fire as per Task Table in bursts at
irregular intervals between the following times :-
to 9 p.m. and 4 a.m. to 8 a.m.

:- Targets.

S. Tagk Table

4.30 p.m.

1st. Battery - Search and sweep roads - tracks
and communications in Squsares

6-35-3- Hil'.lﬂ. Plﬁllcl

ond. Battery -  Search

and gweep roads - tracks
and communications in squares

U.6.D. and V.1l.B.
érd. Battery - Search =nd sweep roads - tracks
gnd communicetions in squares
U.6.B. end V.1l.A. __
101lst. Battexry - Strong Points; Pill Boxes and

road Junctions in 0.36.D.

Ul&.Bl - Piallcl ViliAl
- f!fiaf
4. Expenditure :- 200 rounds per Battery. % MU
Neture (18-pdrs) - 25% "A". 75% "AX".
5. ACKN OVLEDGE. S ey
| WIA Captain.
A/Ad jutant Messines Group Artillery.
- Distribution.
Copy No. 1. - Retained.
gl . wﬁr mm-
3- - 1Bti L‘ﬂﬂt. :D- Al
4: e 1Bt- Bﬂtfrﬁﬂ-
5. - 2nd. Battery.
6- - 31‘&- B&tter?-
?- - lfﬂ.ﬂt- Bﬂttﬁry.
BI _- Bd.e- Mﬂjﬂr 51‘d- Iﬂf- Bﬂ.&.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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APPENDIX
S
Wq;;?:a MESSIEES GROUP ARTILLERY.
x Cperation Order No. 7. '
1 E. :
Headguarters;
24th. December 1917.
asging fire will be carried wt the Batteries of ‘
this tnr 24 hours ending 8 a.m. « December 1917. |
2. Bat Tagk T bursts at irregular
intervals namtfg: 24 g:::m . m&m .ha - |
amunition to be expended mmm-rlmmt; the ?
remainder throughout hours of darkness. |
f
S, Task Table :- Target. i
1st. Battery - Search and sweep roais - tracks |
and communications in 0.856.0. & D.
“ rint-&- m 6!
énd. Battery <~ Search and sweep roads -
and trenches in U.6.£ eond 8.0
and 7-1.@- m D.
ord. Battery - Search and gweep roasds - tracks
and trenches in U.6.i. and B,
le.l.j.. and B.
10lst. Battery - [Roads - trench junctions and
gstrong points in 0.,36.D.
U.6.A., and B, and northern half
of U.12.B. Cross RBoads in rear
4. Expenditure :- 200 rounds per Battery.
Nature - 250 "A". 5% "Ax",
5. ACKN OVLEDGE .
.rrf f \ j oy rff; ’itf
/| Captain,
A/M:utmt Messines Group Arw
Distribution.
Copy Ho. %-
I: Iﬂ.m Div. xt.
4. 1st. Battery. 5
b. 2nd. Battery
6. 3rd. Bnttw.
Yo 1&3‘5- Batte -
8. Bde. Major « Inf. Bde.
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DECRET. Copy Noov..

be ok
—
- o

MESSINES GROUP ARTILLERY .

WQ?’ Operation Order No. 8.
"R
: By ILieut.-Colonel E. T. DEAN, D.S5.0. - Commanding.
Headquarters;
25th. December 1917.
1. Harassing fire will be carried out by the Batteries of

this Group throughout the hours of darkmess on night of
27th/28th. December 1917.

2e 18-Pdr. Batteries will fire in bursts at irregulax
intervals starting on thelr S. 0. S. Lines and searching and
sweeping back in 1ifts of 200 yards.

4.,5" Hows. will fire on Cross Roads - trench Jjunctions
and strong points opposite Group Zones.

3. Expenditure :- 150 rounds per Battery.
Nature - (18-Pdrs) 25F "A"; 75% "aX“.
4. ACEKNOWLEDGE.

UM gaptain.
A/Ad jutant Messines Group Arty.

Distribution.

Copy No. 1. Retained.
2. Wsar Diary.
3. 1st. Aust. D. A.
4, 1st. Battery.
5. 2nd, Battery.
6. 3rd. Battery.
7. 10lat. Battery.
8. Bde. Major 3rd. Inf. Bde.
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APPENDIX

17
Q¥
_ e
M. 00 : n -0
MESSINES GROUP  ARTILTERY. |
Headguarters;

Z6th. Dec., 1917,

Reference Operstion Order No. 8.

Par
Rl i : 2 is cancelled for 18-pdrs. amd the following

18-Pdr. Bat
i atteries will fire in burste at irregular

() Starting 200 yards Bast of +h
eir 8. 0. 8, Iines
searching and sweeping back for three 1ifts,

(b) Starting 600 yards East |
ﬂf 'bhﬂir Sl Gl- ' 51 nees
dropping back in three drops of 100 yards ﬂuh? e
ACKN OTLEDGE, / ==y

ANT Kl |
) Cﬂ t .
A/ 4d jutent Messines Group utmry.

Distribution.

Copy %o all recipients
of Cperation Order No. 8.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1016346
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SECRET. | Copy No.s..

o Q0 18
oV MESSINES GROUP ARTILLERY. 3
Operation Order No. 9.
By ILieut.-Colonel E. T. DEAN, D.8.0. - Commanding.
Headquarters;
26th. December 1917%.
i Harassing fire wlll be carried out by the Batterles of this

Group for 24 hours ending 7 a.m. on 29th. December 1917.

2. Bursts of fire will be fired at irregular intervals as
per Task Table.

S. Tagk Table :- Targets.

ord. Battery - Search road from 0.36.A.45.23
to P.31.A.00.38.

Tracks in 0.36_.]). and P.31l.C.

2nd. Battery - Search and sweep tracks and road
in U.6.C. and D. and V.1l.C.

lst. Battery - Search and sweep rosds and tracks
and trenches in U.6.A. and B.
and V.l.A.

l0lst. Battery - Track Junction; cross roads and
gstrong points in area opposite Group

Zone.
(Tracing of track map attached hereto).
4. Expenditure :- 150 rounds per Battery.
Nature :- (18-Pdrs.) 25% "A". 754 "AX".

One-fourth to be expended during daylight and three-fourths
during hours of darkmess.

5! MHMMI

f
i

,r'f N f
;’: .. | L () *_., / .;.‘f.-_r
P saptadn.
AfAd jutant Messines Group Arty.

Distribution.

Copy No. 1. Retained.
2. War Diary.
3. 1l1lst. Aust. Div. Art.
4, 1st. BﬂttﬂrY-
5. 2nd. Battery.
6. 3rd. Battery.
7. lQ0let. Battery.
8. Bde. Major 3rd. Inf. Bde.
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SECRET. COPY NO.eewses
Q0 MESSINES _ GROUP ARTILLERY. 19
g Operation Order No. 10.
By Lieut.-Colonel E. T. DEAN., D.S.0. - Commanding.
Headgquarters;
27th. Dec. 1917.
1. Harassing fire will be carried out by the Batteriea of

4.

S

thig Group by day on 29th. December and by night on 29th/&0th.
December 1917%.

Batteries will fire as per Task Table in bursts at irregular
intervals between the following times :- 4.45 p.m. to 8.30
p.m. and 3.30 a.m. to 7 a.m.

Task Table :- Targets.
1lst. Battery - Search and sweep trenches and

tracks in U.6.A. and B. and V.1l.A.
Especially roads from U.6.B.75.50

to V.1.A35.90 to 70.25.

2nd. Battery - Search and sweep trenches - roads
and tracks in U.6.C. and D. and
V.1.C. and northern half of U.l2.A.
and B.

3rd. Battery - Search and sweep trenches - roads
and tracks in 0.36.D. and southern
half of 0.36.A., and B. and cross

I‘G&ﬂ.ﬂ at 0#36 lBl 3ﬂ- 531

10lst. Battery - Cross Roads at V.1.D.45.40 and

U.l12.B.20.70.
Road and Track junction U.6.B.75.50.

and P.31.D.35.05.
EUREKA V.1.A.38.90,
ESPERANCE CAB. 0.36.B.30.50.

Expenditure :- 200 rounds per Battery.
Nature - (18-Pdrs) 25% "A". 75% "AX".

One fourth to be expended during daéligh‘b and three-fourths
during hours of darkness.

ACKN ONLEDGE.

¥ g J
/ f
- ) '

o of
. f

A Captain.

]

A/Ad jutant Messines [Group Arty...

Digtribution.

Copy No. 1. Retained.
2. War Di :
Oe 151:. ‘Aust. D. A.
4, 1st. Battery.
5. &nd. Battery.
6. ord. Battery.
7. 1l0lst. Battery.
8. Bde. Mjr. 3rd. Inf. Bde.
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| 7.
* Copy Noeesss
> SECRET .
MESSINES GROUP ARTILLERY. |
Operation order No. 1l.
t. Iliﬂ‘ll"i.-cﬂlﬂnﬁl EI !l M- ]}-3-0- by ﬂmmﬂi
narters;
o th. Des. 101V
this Group will fire from their rear
+ S %1: ?:H::i;: gfurataﬂozf Pire at times stated below in
g.:-gn.b-?-o-l? to Uisiﬂ-néﬂlgl
5.50 p.m.
: - 4 Rounds per gun atb 4,48 p.m. and
" and eﬁﬁm'ﬁaagﬁfaﬁymm Burst of 2 rounds per gun OuNoC an hour
gl!' ' wntil 10 p..
JDGE . Sl
D AC KT ONLE i b{_f |
/A A Captain.
A/Ad jutant Messines]Group axty e
Digtribution. |
: « No. Do end. Battery.
Sa o %ﬂ“%i‘.i,. " g, Zrd. Battery.
3, 1st. A.D.A. " 7. 101st. Battery. -
4, 1st. Battery." 8. Bde. Mjr. ord, Inf. Bae.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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oA MBSSINES GROUP _ ARTILLERY.

Rl
.

Operation Order No. 12.

By Iieut.-Colomel E. T, DEAN. D.S.0. - GCommanding.

Headguarters;
28th. December 1917.

1. Harassing fire will be carried out by the Batteries of
this Group for 24 hours ending 8 a.m. on 3lst. December 1917.
2. Batteries will fire as per Task Table in bursts of fire
a'b\,m intervals throughout both day and night.
irrsguler
3. Task Table :- Target.
1st. Battery - Search and sweep Roads - Tracks

and Communications in 0.36 (lower
h&lf) -&- a-nﬂ.Br - GI- m Dt

2nd. Battery - Search and sweep all Communications
in U.6.c. and D. and V.1.C.
Forward gun search roads and
railway in V.1.D.

drd. Battery - Search and sweep Roads and Tracks
in U.6.A. and B. and V.1l.A. & B.
1l0lst. Battery - Pil]l Boxes U.6.D.23.35.

Cross Roads and Railwsay V.1l.D.45.35.

Search and sweep Tracks and Roads
in northern halTr of U.6.B. & V.l.A,

4. Expenditure :- 200 Rounds per Battery.
Nature - (18-Pdrs.) 25% "A". 75% “AX".

One-fifth to be expended in daylight and Lfour-fifths
during hours of darkness.se.

e ACKN OTLEDGE .
A/Ad Jjutant Messines Group Arty.
Distribution.

Copy No. 1. Retained.
2. War Diary.
5. 1lst. Aust. D. A.
4. 1st. Battery.
5. 2Znd. Battery.
6. ord. Battery.
7. 1l0lst. Battery. _
8. Bde. Mjr. drd. Inf. Bde.
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SECRET. Copy NOeeees
MESSINES GROUP ARTILLERY. 22
A QY Operation Qrder No. 13.
: Lieut.-Colonel E. T. DEAN, D.S.0. - Commanding.

Headquarters;
29th. December 1917.

1. Harassing fire will be carried out by the Batteries of this
Group for 24 hours ending 8 a.m. on lst. January 1918.

2e Batteries will fire as per Task Table in bursts of fire
at irregular intervals throughout both day and night.

Se Task Table :- Targets.

lst. Battery -~ Search and sweep Tracks - Roads and
Communications in 0.36. Southern
half of Squeres A. and B. Also
P.%l.a. &and Squares 0.36.C. and D.
and P.31.C. with one concentrated
shoot around areas at 0.36.D.15.58
and 90-55-

2nd. Battery - Search and sweep Prenches - Tracks
and Roads in U.6.C. and D. and V.1.C &
D. Also in northern half of square
U.l12.A. &and B. and V.7.A. with two
concentrated shoots on area around
Ue6:.D.228:.90.

ord. Battery - Search and sweep Trenches - Tracks
and Roads in U.6.A. and B. and
vlllli &n‘d BI-
At dusk concentrated shoot on
U.6.B.20.17 to U.6.D.40.90. and
again after 10 p.m.

10lst. Battery -

1l Gun - Track junction U.6.B.75.45.
F i G‘l:ul - Pill Boxes ﬂrt 'U-G.ZD-.85.'?0.
2 Guns - Sweep trees from U.6.B.20.17 to
U.6.D.4.9.
1 G"m - crﬂEE EOBﬂ.ﬂ ﬂ‘b Y-lnD-‘iﬁn%;
l Gun - Dugouts at 0.36.D.95.73.
4. Expenditure :- 200 Rounds per 18-pdr. Battery

150 Rounds per 4.5" How. Battery.
Nature - (18-Pdrs) 85% "A"., 75% "AX",

me-fourth to be expandad d.u:ring dé.ylight and three-
fourths during hours of darkness.

O ACKN ONLEDGE.

Captain.
A/Ad jutant Messines Group Arty.

Distribution.

Copy No. 1. Retained. No.
2. War Diary.
5. 18%..A. D:. &,

4, 1st. Battery.

2nd. Battery.

drd. Battery.

10lst. Battery.

Bde. Mjr. 3rd. Inf. Bde.

m-:.mu
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