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Anzac Corps,

i,

SESEIE IS
< It is very impnrtaét tﬁ; werk of burying lines

now being carried out by the 4th Australian Pivision up
the Left Division area be continued by the lst Division
when the latter comesiinto line.

Could lst Division be asked to provide their
Signals with the necessary labour for the purpose. It
is much more satiefactory if a digging party could be
allotted continuously instead of intermittently, otherwlese

the work does not make much progress.

Lieut. GDl, Re.A.,

5th December, A.D,Signals I Anzac Corpa.
19 18.
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Appendix No.c

To
/ Corps Heavy Artillery.
18t Austr:=lian Division.
end Australian Division.
4th Auetreslian Divieion.
Sth Australian Division.

DL GE T80T

¥a Gele@a lotter O.B./818 of 8/4/16 is re-published

for information: -

"The Commander-in=Uhief directs that the following 1
inetructions are to be commumicated to all Commanders
concerned: -

{a) Every unit having an authorized establishment

of Telegraph and Telephone equipment must be
prepared to move at short notice with ite complete

pnent.
{(b) The Cable in the establishment of the unit
is to be kept intact with the unit.
(c) Only cable or line stores allotted to & unit
‘0 meot ita current reguirements are to be used
for laying out lines.
(d) Expenditure of cable on lines of no tactical
rtance is prohidbited.
(e) Stepe are to Le taken to ensure that these
inatructione are knowmn to <11 concerned and
inspection made to ensure that theoy are being
complied with."

2. Units recuiring cable for current use will demand
| it as follows;-
- fleavy Artillery units (through Gréup Signal OffTicers)
from Ol.i /e Signals Corpe lieavy iArtillery.
. Fleld Artillery (through U.i/oc Divisional Artillery
Signald from 0.C. Divisional #ig. Company.
Battalione {(through 9rigade Secti n Officerz) from
O.C.Divisional 8ignal Company.

The Officer i/c Signals Corpe Heavy Artillery, and
O's. C. Divisional Signal Companies, having satisflied themaelve
that the circuits for which the cable demanded are essential,
and carmot he provided by the use of existing lines, or by
the recovery and use of dead cable in the aresa, will pass
demande to A.D.Signalis, who, if the Cable is avallable,
will supply the same.

The A.D.8ignals will elther deliver to the V.U,
Signals Corpa Heavy Artillery or 0.C. Divisional Signal Coy.,
or authorize the latter to draw from Corps store at Vivier
Mill. :

Se Owing té rresent difficulties of transport, esch
Divieion in forward area will maintain the following emergency
reserve of Cabler-

10 miles D.3

5 miles D.Twin
10 miles D.5 (twisted).

These anounts will bYe handed over to incoming
Divisions on relief. Each Group of Heavy Artillery will
maintain en emergency reserve of 10 milea D.J.

Cable is not to bHe issued from tle se reserve stocks
1f there 18 time tc obtain it by the normal method laid dowm
in (2). Should it be necessary to use any part of the reserve
Jemande will immediately be put forward for replacements.

(over)
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"i\ % Unite are responsible that their establishment of
| | Cable 1s kept inta@t, and will not use tha same for laying
41 out lines unless such procedure is warranted by tactical
emergency . In such a case Cable to renlace that used will
be immediately demasided through the authorized chammel,
with a report as to the circumstances.

5. Signal Officers of formations are responsible
that all possible steps are taken in their areas to recover
dead cable, and that such cable, when serviceable, is re-
issued hefore new cable is used, or, if unsorviceable,
is returned tc fignal Depot.

_ 6. The procedurs for the replacement of Telephones
2 will be on the same linee except that demands for Telephones
= will be accompanied by the unserviceable instruments ( or a
z recelpt for the same from storeman at Vivier Mill), or by
a guigti.uatl showing how the misaing instruments have become
a to 088,

7. Signal Officers before passing demands for Cable
of telephones to the 0O.C.Signals of the next higher formation
will be responsible that the same are correct and necessary.

8. Pivisions and Corps Heavy Artillery will forwerd,
so as 1.0 reach Corpe Headcuarters svery Sunday morning,
a return shewing that every unit in the formation has its
enstablishment of Cable ani Televhonss in hand, or the amounts
i reculred to complete the same.

Brigadlier General,
General Staff
1 Anzac Corps.

&§/12/18.
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Anzac Corps
"a".
43R |
5 I think ¥ontauban iz too far back. If you do
;f not like the idea of putiing the Station at a Divisional
Heedquarters, I suggest 1t be moved close to York Trench
where cthe new Signal dug-out 1s bsing uunatfuatad.

It will, however, be necessary tc have a proper
dug-out for the Station ae the instruments are {oo valuable

to risk being knocked out.

Could the party of 178th Tunmelling Company

now making the dug-out at Yorlkt Trench construct this as

soon ag they have completed the present one as they will be

practically on the spot.

m Lieut., Col sReAs,

5/12/18. A.D.Signals I Anzac Corps.
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The following ie a brief summary of the work
carried out by Corps Signals during the period 9th November
to 8th December.

The system of communications we found on taking
over this area was roughly as follows:-

The main route ran from Hellly to the ralilway
level croseing, thence on the French p;igﬁnant wires along
the railway till Wweytbranched off froma point E. of
Dernancourt to Vivier Mill, where all lines were led in for

test.

The principal routes forward from Vivier Mill
were as follows: -

(a) 24 line permanent route, now called "Green route",
running round N. of Meaulte, and 8. of Becordel,
thence into Fricourt (led inte dug-out there for test)
out via Rose Cottage and Mametz to Pommiers, N. of
Road between latter placés. This route had just been
completed to Montauban but was not in use beyond
Pommiers. .

(b) 32 line permanent route, now called "Blue route"
starting from E.17 d 4.8, running over King George's
Hill skirting Mametz to Montauban keeping S. of main
road all the way. Conmnection from Vivier Mill to this
route by multi lead cable, suspended for some way on the
Green Route, then slung across Meaulte. Mainly used
for Heavy Artillery Lines.

(ec) 16 way iron pole permanent route, now known as
"Red Route", starting from Bellevue Farm, running
along road to F.8 ¢ 5.9, thence along S. of main road
through Mametz to Montauban. This route was reached
from Vivier Mill by a spur route to Bellevue Farm,
built when move of Corps to latter place was in
contemplation.

(d) A poled cable route of 18 pairs of D.5 cable
from King George's Hill to Montauban wvla Mametz and
South of Main Road Mametz - Montauban. The c¢ircuits
on this route were in process of being changed on to
the Green Route.

(e) A buried route from Pormiers to Montauban consisting
of a 12 pair ecable and scme oddments.

(£) A 8 ft. trench from Montauban to York trench
containing 44 pairs cables of various kinds. This trench
gcarried forward lines of both Divisiona, Artillery,
and sundry Corps Lines.

The system of Telephone communications was almost
entirely through a series of Exchanges which were sltuated
at Vivier Mill, Fricourt and Pommlers. There was practically
no distinction between tactical and adrinistrative lines.
In fact the telephone system might be described as a large
municipal one designed almost on "peace"™ conditions requiring
an expert operating and maintenance Staff to keep it going.

Again it appeared to me that All the Eggs were,

more Or less, in one basket, aapeaiall¥ a8 regards the
Railway route. The permaneént routes forward of Vivier
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# Vivier Mill were very good ones, but having been erected
very hurriedly were beginning to tumble over with the bad
weather, and in urgent need of strengthening.

The lines in the Montauban = York Trench route
were in an unsatisfactory state, inferior cable having had (ed
to be laid in some cases. Several Test Boxes had been destroy-
making localization of faults practically impossible.
Complaints from both Divisions who were working forward on
this route and from Artillery came in quickly.

W:@Brﬂ really in the position of having to take
over a big stem of cocmmunications laid out for and during
active operations under very difficult conditions, and which
was beginning to break down with the bad weather coming on.

The following work wme therefore put in hand:-
1. Improving route from Heilly to the Railway, re-
placing various types of light construction with proper
permenent lines - not yet completed.

Z 4 Rumning an alternate route clear of Rallway and
Vivier Mill. 4 way hop-pole route constructed via
Ribemont round N. of Buire, E.14 to E.11 Central,
thence connected to forward system - Complete. )

Se Diverting the Green Route clear of Fricourt,
where 1t had been frequently broken by shell fire,
by building a new route from Becordel to near Mametz
over (B4%#@) King George's Hill joining through, and leaviny
a spur only into Fricourt; carried out by 4 T.C.P.
from Fourth Army. The old route from Fricourt to be
dismantled. &

4, Conversion of Green Route from 24 to %2 lines
throughout its route; carried out by 4 T.C.P..

5. Staying and strengthening of the Red, Green and
Blue Routes throughout their run, and fitting proper
test boxes on the poles at suitable intervals - still
proceeding.

8. Dismantling the heavy poled-cable route, and recover-
ingz stores for future use. Completed.

7 Changing circults from buried route Pommiers to
Mohtauban on to open route, ec that buried route can be
nvaﬁhaulad.and.aiﬂgﬁgg,fnr emergency. Completed.

8. Construction of 4 way hop-pole route Montauban to
new Right Division Headquarters, and a poled-cable route
taking different directions. Completed.

9. Closing Corps Exchange at Pommiers, and opening
a8 new forward exchange at Montauban. This also serves
as a central test point where all lines are led in

for test. Completed. An excellent dug-out
was constructed by 178 Tunnelling Company R.E.

10. Provision of additional circuits on the above routes,
s0 a8 to provide direct lims where required for tactioal
purposes. 6.g. Corps to Divisions and G.S. of Divisions;
G.0.,C.ReAs to Divisional Artillery Groups; Flying Corps
Wireless station to Heavy Artillery Groups etc.

The intention being to use the advanced exchanges
as local exchanges only for units in their vicinity,
and not as junctions on the main sysgtem. Completed.

11. Construction of a 24 way permanent route Montauban
to Bazentin to serve Left Divigion Headquarters,
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11 (contd:) 3rd H.A.G., unite at Quarry etc. Not yet completed.

12. Rebuilding Test=-boxes on Montauban -« York Trench
buried route testing out all lire s at all boxes,
labelling out, rejointing, etc. Completed: but a
new section to be laid to renlace one localized as
fE,ulty-

15. Construction of wvarious local conmnections to
different exchanges.

14. Construction of commmications for Anti-Aireraft .
Scheme in defended ares - (separate report) - Completed.

15, Reesconstruction and clearing mp routes about
Bellevue Farm, and bringing all on to board at latter
for test. Completed.

16. Clearing up lines about E.ll Central, some re-
construction and fitting test box. Completed.

17. Reconstruction of interior of Corps Signal
Office, with various alterations and improvements -
Completed.

18, Refitting interior of Heavy Artillery Office at

Vivier Mill. Thorough overhsul of wwithcboard there.
Completed, but new test panels still to he fitted.

19. Pigking up dead cable about ‘ricourt and Mametz.

On night November 14th -A5th bombs wére dropped
on the railway between Buire and Dernancourt, and our main
route brought down more or less cbmpletely for 20 bays.
Breakdown gangs were out by 3.30 am. and all limes were
mended by 11 am., Fourth Army sending assistance in the
morning to make the temporary repairs permanent: one
circuit ruming a roundabout way via Treux to Vivier Mill
remained good. A Signal Office Staff was sent out
as soon ¥a e as the breakdown occurred to Vivier Mill,
and telegraph work transmitted from there.

This experience showed the danger of having
only one main forward route.

We have been fortunate in getting the loan of
part of 52 Airline Section from lst Army, which is greatly
asslisting matters. Also we have recently taken over from
the French two good routes (one permanent and one trestle)
from Meaulte to Montauban sc¢ that we are well off for
lines between these points.

I am anxious to get all lines from Heilly to the
end of the Corps maintenance into a thoroughly safe and strong
state as soon as possible, but there is still a great deal
of work to be done to accomplish this.

The work done during the past month on Heavy
Artillery Lines 1s not included here. No work of
particular intereet has been done by wireless or
rigeons.

The average dally traffic passing through the
Signal Office has been...

Telegramse A ¢cse
(counting transmitted messages as 2).

D.R. Dackets. =~ «es
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It has been necessary to continue running a sub
Telegraph office at Fricourt to serve units in that
vicinity, and Corps is alsc rumning a sub office at Vivier
Mill in conjunction with the Corps Heavy Artillery Office
there for a like purpcse.

A The delivery of telegrams and D.R.packets to the
many scattered units of Corps Troops in this area constitutes
a considerable atrain on the Corps Signals personnel.

The new distribution of Corps Construction Sections,
recently laid down, ie being brought into force now and I
hore this will make an improvement generally, and glve

material asgistance to Divigions.
wrss
o AW
_ ‘IL. L-{_J\.,- ~
i 1o R.A

| - A.D.SICYALS,
[ - 1 ANZAC CORPS.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO16364



