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SECRET. INTELLIGENCE REPORT No. 453. ISMAILIA. FEB 5th 1916. (PAow 2!;
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(2) The total number there now were 15,000 men, Syrians and Turks;
some of the former with long beards.
(3) Five aeroplanes have reached BIR SABA one of which had flown to
AUJA and Back. They were housed in 5 wooden buildings with cement-
ed roofs. -
(4) 25,000 troops have reached Jerusalem.
(5) There has been a wash out at wadi esh Sheria,ani trains have to .
unlocad north of the wadi, goods are brought thence on camel back. Lt
One big zun has arrived at wadi Esh Sharis, it took 4 camels to &
transport it to Bir es Saba. Its barrel unscrewed into 3% bits.

Agent followed the railway line from Sﬁh; to Auja via Asluj.
He insists that rail- head has reached Bx% wadi Asluj. Both lines
are laid as far as there, the main line and the Decauville, There
was no traffic on either on the day he was there possiblp owing to
the wash-out in wadi esh Sharia. &
Men are working at clearing the ballast from the rails of the main
line. It has been dumped down by camels and in many places covers
the rails. “
Wadi Asluj is crossed by a bridge with two openings., There are haqpa
of rails for the main line and sleepers there.

There are no wash-outs between SABA and AUJA. Very few men
are working between Saba and Asluj but a big number between Asluj

S e, Ayl !

and Auja. : _
¥ All the wadis have been in flood but they all have been bridged.,
- Agent slept the night of 318t at GOZ SABUN. He did not visit

Auja but was at wadl el Amr night of lst ¥FEB.

He. followed the new motor road past Aweigila to E1l Afeira and.
then left it. A branch road on east bank of wadi el Arish from N
Abu Aweigila, leads towards Bl Arish. Wadi el Arish has not "
been bridged.

Agent returted via wadi el Fat'h, Masagid and Gebel el Barga.
All the wadis were in flood but otherwise he saw nothing wotth

reporting.
AGENT
I ILIA An Agentwho was at Hassana on Feb 2nd reports that

2.10. he L850 tents; 2,000 soldiers; 30-40 mules; 70-80
- hursed/and %00 camels.

The rest of his statement agrees with Int.report 451
dated 3rd FER. He gives the size of the reservoir under which
there is a magdzine as 34 ft by 13 ft.

o He states an anti-aircraft gun is mounted to the S5.E.
' of the reservoir. 3 ovens have been built south of the reservoir.

Agent heard while at Hassana that 5 aeroplanes have
reached Bir Saba and that one had flown over Hassana and Auja and
returned safely to Saba.

All the wadis between Rodh Salem and Hassana have come

down in spate.

_____
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