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From the 1st. to the 4th. ordinary trenchddefensive
work was continued with,

On the 1st. at a Conference at C.R.,E's Office, we were
advised that an operation on a large scale would commence on 7th.
or 8th. inst., therefore ordinary defensive works would be abandoned
and until midnight 6th./?th. preparations for the offensive were
pushed on with. The Company's chief works were completing a
Main Dressing Station, also completion of Forward Battin. H.Q's. &
Regimental Aid Posts, and marking out tracks, so as to be fool=proofl

e by night, for the assembly of troops for the assault. Tracks are

marked "C" and "D" on plan No.l in appendices; these tracks were
also formed as far as time would permit, and were indicated by

frequent notlce boards.
At 12 midnight 6th./7th. inst. the whole of ®th. Field

Company became Corps Troops, and were detalled to work on roads under
c.0. 3rd. Pioneer Battin. It fell to the lot of the Company to make
roads (shewn in brown on plan No.23) good for Field Artillery. Work
was commenced a little after Zero hour (4,20.a.m., 8th.). Roads
were to be passable for Field Artillery two hours after zero hour.
Two Sections worked only in the first instance, and 6 hours after
zero they were relieved by the other two Sectlons. The roads
allotted to this unit were made good to schedule time. One of the
sections took about 40 prisoners and a couple of machine guns; uhe
morning was exceedingly mlsty, and the mopping up troops had missed
a number of the enemy along the road that we were to make.
For the next two days (9th. and 10th.) we remained Corps
troops, and went on improving and repalring roads in captured area.
Casuglties - 4.0.R. wounded, two of which have since died.
Although the work went well, it seemed to me a pity that
Field Companies should be detached from thelr Cc.R.E. at a critical
time to work under an 0.C. Pioneer Battallon, that 1s, to have new

methods of receiving orders etc.
om 13th. to 18th. inclusive the Company rested, wlth

the exception/ details improving campx and making sanitary appllances

for the Brigﬂda.
On the 19th. & 20th. the Company moved into a new sector

north of the SOMME. The line had become stationary here, and for the
next few days we more or less settled down to ordinary trench routine,
i.e., making Battn. H.Q's., R.A.P's., strong points etc. The offensive
was G0 be continued again at short notice, and from 20th. to 22nd.
we once more began making Engineer preparations, i.e., we built more
Porward Bettn. H.Q's., R.A.P's., Command Post for DBrigade, Forward
M.D.S' etc. At 4,.45.a.m. on 23nd. the assaull was continued by 9th.
A.I.Bde. Three Sections of the Company were kept in reserve, and
One Section was detailed to examine dugouts for mines in captured
area, to report on same, and to locate suitable Forward Battn. H.Q's.
Oone Corporal was killed and 2 Sappers wounded out of this Sectlon.
On the morning of 25th. the attack was continued onx a
“ large scale, the line having heen advanced in tThe interim resulting
in the capture of BRAY on 24th. This Company was given the wobk of
bridging the SOMME as the ground was captured. As all the brildges
-had been completely demolished by the enemy, Wwe had no easy lask,
but by working very long hours managed to keep communication open;
first making footways close behind the front, about 2,000 yds. further
pback constructing bridges for field artillery, and as the advance
n continued, converting footbridges into bridges for field artillery
| snd strengthening field artillery bridges to carry 3-ton motor lorries.
By the magnificent support of the whole Company,  beoth
of ficers and Men, communication was restored and maintained aleng the
" River SOMME, and thésm in spite of very long hours and conslderable
shell-fire. From the 25th. to 31st. the Company constructed 772 feel
of Foot bridges, 413 feet of Birdging for Field Artillery, and 224 feeb
of bridging for Motor Lorries. Detalls are shewn in appendices.
Pontoons were used in two instances where streams were sultable.
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survey of events during August 1918 (contd.) -

jﬁi{ﬁ The excellent early tralning of the Company stood the
test well, for although it had done but little heavy bridgling
for nearly two years, was able to do what I consider very fine
work. The Company naturally appreclated doing work of this
nature, i.e., having the opportunity of showlng that it could
do what a Field Company was expected to do in open warfare, after
having a long run at more or less ordinary trench routine.

31st. August 1918. | e
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140 WAR DIARY

NINTH AUSTRALIAN FIZLD COMPANY ENGINEZRS.

FOR

LagaswstT - qOie.

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. Subject.

; 108 Map of Left Bde. Sector south of River DSONMNE,
gshewlng Infantry Apnroach Tracks.

8. Yap. of area astride River SOMUE, giving barrage
lines for operation of 8th., and objecilves
for operation on 23nd. west of BRAX.

Se Orders and reports during operations on 8th.

4. Reports during operation on 22nd. and to end of
month, also list of bridges built and sketiches.

9. Message to Aust. Corps from Gen. Rawlinson.

6. Notes on work of Mounted Sectione and C.9.M.B.

during month.
(£ Chart shewing strength of Company during August.
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, ){D _. A IAN DIVISIONAL RENGINEERS

- SR ENGINEER INSTRUCTION NO,10
S The 3rd., Australian Division in co-operation with other units of

'A.muum Corps and 11If Corps is z ing to attack and captére the enemy
. . ‘pesitions opposité our front on & date and at a time to be notified,
Objective of 3rd. Aust. Div, is the GREEN LINE ghown on attached mep,
2 At muﬂ;m 6/7th, A the following technical units of 3rd.
rast . Dive will come under gormand of C.5. Australian Corps
for work on roeds in the divisional sseter.

a ‘
3rd, Aust, Pioneer Pn,
oth, Field Coy. A.E, |
| 10th, F'eld Coy AR less 2 sections
: - - : 0,0, Lieut~ Col SANDAY M.C. 2rd. Aust. Ploneer m
— C.Ree 3rd, 1ian Division will have the following technieal

units at his disposal
1lth, Field Coy At

2 Sections 10th, Fleld Coy /,k,
ﬁ'c. M"“ Ri_si m ulcl
“ m. Aust. Pioncer Pn,
do, do, 6o, do.
lOQG- Jor EsEJKING Bnd., Am- Pionoer ™.
2 offfcers ( Lisuts, JeE. ARMSTRONG and XK. M/ YOH)
and 30 O,Rg, lst, Aust, Tumnelling Coy.
The nuve mu are dcteiled for work es wder

thh- F’-QE gﬂ- Headquarters ’l?-tiﬂ-'
1 Section (It. H.C.VALENTINE) with Oth., Inf. Bde.

1 Seetion o EJHBRHODES) ‘with 11th, Inf, Bde,
the work :f “:.lhnu sectione u to provide accmmodeation for
Brigade Batta Headquarters. by

v | 1 Seetion( W. o JROBINSON) o~ water .mgf;]in

1 M“ﬂ‘ M. .H.I‘EOM ll.B-) in reserve
A Coy Headquarters with 1llth., Inf,., Bde.

ing dormant bridges at TACO FARM FOUILLOY
swvung and left aeross the canal until further
Two mon to be left in charge ofvsach bridpe

on Y/2 nw a new e ttszmmg across the canal on
w side of o0ld BO rom the stores already
there vide lngineer mwum Ho. 18 )Jfor use on 2 day.

| Lt. MOORE will "mﬂ to have one truue wagon loaded with 1light
trestle footbridge material sufficient for 2 bridgee for useon 7 day

After sgero hour Lt MOORI will receive instructions from the 1llth,

Inf- Bde, &8 t.n the nmnmtun of bridges east of BOUZENCOURT,
'G IV B e =l r ‘ iimﬂ“ﬂ‘!‘l P.T-l.ﬁ.ﬂ.

s07, ond m e
© clear LI Picoc I green and blue on attached map elways
keeping ahead or ﬂmi troops mentioned in para, 2.
Plnmns u mu our om front 1line at Zero hour nlus 15 minutes

the captured area

e

om‘lmd trecks shown 1 blue on attached

A" spack to cross the CGREEN LINE ot about Q.19.4.3.7.
"p" smack to eross the CRE'N LINE at about Q.14.c.4.4,
treck to cross the ORIEN LIN' at about Q.8.4.2.2,

troack to cross the CREEN L NE at sbout a.a.h.a.s.

Pletoongs to cross our old front line st Zero plus 20 minut.ﬁ

2 officers 30 O.Rs, 1lst. Aust, Tunnelling Coy.

cer f B vork w en “the oth(lt, MAYOH) and
11¢h( It, ARMSTRONG ) Inf., Bdes, : :

! g _

[
i -
2 J - " = T
o - i e _— e - = — _.__._F’- T - — =
—— R S - i - - -
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= ot =X ) %Llwwrk -111 be first to locate and make habitable mcw
N deep dugouts for Brigade and Battalion Headgparters and
then lmu and exploit all deen dwu in the arca un to- t.ha

GREEN LIVE
4 The trestle and peontoon ngqu of Bbh. and 10th, Coys. are at
the disposal od G.R.E. Divislon, .
OM trestle wagon " .2 10th, Field Coy, is detailed for

git.h LIEUT MOORE 10th, Field coy.
m-mzemmmwwmm.

.1l .m'rms 1lth, Field ﬂg. gt midnigh

The 8th, =nd 10th, Fle em un noh datan mounted n.a.e'

for duty with these 5 wagon

5 ara. ‘ust, Piv, R.F-DH ll located in POUILLOY 0,10.,D,7.8.

8 Captain 0.B.VILLIAMS 1lth, Fleld Coy. is detailed for liaison _
duty with 1llth, Inf', Bde end Lieut F. M, MASON M.C. 9th, Flelad Coy
uth ﬂ't.h. Inf, RBde.

7 C.RE's ndqmruﬂ will remain at BUSSY 1

£ ACENO® | | |

Hal ., i ] Lieut-Col.,
. | | . CeRelle Brd, Aust, Div,
DISTRIBUT ION
1 "6" srd, ‘ust, BEv, (Mmah)
2 Ceiis Aust, Corps. '
3 CR.E. 4th, Aust, Div, ‘u’l
e oth, Field Coy
5 10th, do, do. , ]
6 1lth. do. do. . (map)
: a:a.%.rma:;“a % B (8 )
oliKING Snd . Pln:r‘ o3 maps
9 uﬁ’ﬁm GJ.IILI.IAIIB 1lth. Fie ;
10 Liout, F.MJASON M.C. 9th, Fleld ﬂw.
11 Lieut R, S,MOORE M,C, 10th, Fleld Coy (Inp)
12 Lieut, K. MAYOH  1gst, Aust, Tumn, Coy.(mep)
13 Lieut J.0ARMSTRONG do. @o, (mop
14 -« 16 Oth.10, and 1lth, Inf, Bdes,
17 <19 YARD IARY
e0 8P/ RL
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Aﬁ' b, :ﬂ::l:m trestles end 2 beys of superstructure, |
: | © be done at night and completed 2e ,m,6th, inst,
FM/" A% VAUK-VAIRE Crossing J.2G.¢.0.2, have one spare pontoon end one bay

£ N

' o~
ﬁm FOessesienes

3.8,18,

 10th, Pield Coy, will maks the following errangements:e %
1. W BR. tﬁa‘w.b.hl.' o ugou ng over debris of old
brldge to be lmproved eke infentry o Tork be

mddg completed by 2 a.m,6th, inst, S s s "“.,

v
-

2+ Teke forward end concesl clong the benks of canal between J.34,b,65,1,

and J,25.6,0.8. the following bridge storos

a, Pontocns and superstracture to mm two medium bridges ey

overcanal without use of '"eldon trestles,

:‘WM. 1,00, and 3 men to be stetioned there for forming
tége. |

4, At FOUTLLOY SRIDOE ,0,4.6.,2.,0, one spare Feldon trestle and be
of superstructure L H.C.0. and 5 men to be stetioned there for r:;ng 1

. >
S. ft FACOT FARM BRIDCE 0,2,0.8.,4, one gpere pontoon and :
ure,l B.L.0., and 3 m'w be gtationed thewe rﬂmm
nmtnrgmmm&wmam

superstructure
6. Patrol all) barrel pler
7. 10th, Pield Coy. to acknow) .
-‘ﬁfl}{’f -x:'{:‘_;.. - : #a_,-,h{:__,_-_:__J‘_iE ) :

i

Pl o0u fOor distribution.

Vi

v :;_H:.'_ r.-f ;:'dr:ﬁ 'E‘ BM. A.u‘t. Hi‘«l =

1"-'_'_.__..-

[N ¥
1
- -—‘_/
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sth. August 19 18.

Lieut. Burne i,

E. at midnight 5th/6th. August ‘18..

nany A fopr Auty

| Wagons, IAXE~
oo ma;a?tﬂnt:. touch Wit Lleutb. Matters re the HagoliTe

morning % of Sth. ins¥.

- : + | ;";'r-": o
/ﬁf,!w-_ 'z"'{tﬁf : j "'"* e
/ —

<
:
-
M"'
4 Bk ¥ k.
TRT W
.

4/8/18+
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| pleced on cueh alde of the roed.st
ehtciS-wendv-santean o Znch triengle will be pafied to & post at o
| height of shout 4 feet, :
| | TRACES TOR JUTAEY W11l be marked by & single white square of 18°
| side nailed to & post at & height of about 4 feet, ..
| ; ot the ¢ sreslal overland trecks bleck lettore
| | AT -Sge g "n'unhpa!ummt_homﬂd'mmto m.

— e — e e T ——_

\ F
k\?
AN A AN
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BATTLL IRSTRUCTION MO Sy
""_'—I-—-—-—_-_-____,.-——-—-—q-—_

l. Movement of transport wagens in the forward area has been
guch fto~day., as to draw a certain amount of enemy shell-firs.

. ' Commenders Will re2liss the mrave necessity for peore
and must, therefors, sxercize ths e v A

greuvtest amount of personal Super-
vision to ensnre that all officers end ovher ranks assist to obtain
the desired result,

———

| '-l'.]'..-

1}1—.:‘-.1-

8. It st be impressed on all 2@flcers and n.c.o8. that they
are responsible for, and must ipeish o Ly obedience of orders by

all rerscnnel, 11‘:‘&52&-.':1;1?& of the ur A7 rtg_ggl_::;_r:h they halnﬂ.

4, To-day's foult Lay be turmod to tc-morrow's advantage by
aotions whioch will tord to lead +he enexy inGo the belief that a 1
Divisionel or other Yélisl 1s teking pluce. A8 no two units act the }
Same in the lins (sg to VERY Lights, movement, night firing, ete), the A
rellef of the 11th, Aust. Inf, Pée. by ths two Battaliors of the 10%th, :
Aust. Inf, Bda, te-ulght may furiner help to0 deceive the enemy.

The enemy may have diccovered that the Australians are taking
orer from tke Iravsh in ibs vislinily of HAEGARD, and may therefore
Surmise that ancther lossl crersticn of the size of recent oneg is
likely to toke rlece to etreipghtun ont the CACHY re~sntrant,

Therelire, erexvy rrecgutilon will be taken that, after dawm
to-morrow, no CreeHrive novenont is vigilble and that, in svery way,
the Divisionel emec &ppeers rormal. |

Speclial msacvres will b3 arrenged by Divisionai Hdeadquarters
to stop trafei. anc, n the gvent o=@ ~rhividual wagons o groupa of
Wagena (other than thictie which 2ud abrolutely necescary) mnoving in
Prohibited arsas, the Cowmending N4 aap concsrned will be held
responsible for allowin such vehiclee to lsave transport lines on
BU.ch 3 wissicn. Such traffie, arier ths name Of the driver and his
Wil hes been tekon, will not be ailiwed to procsed forwerd, but will

eiiher be cwung ¢f? the road to waiy for night-fall, or ordsred to
return to resr sreas, |

Officars ard men of incoming Brigeades, in partiocular, must
be warnad againat Ehawing thenselver in eposed areag, Excassive
numbers swimming st one time muet te prevented,

Troong Lvom aresy come dicvence from the river may be marched
to and from swimming varaies n puell purvies at considerable intervals,

Ho txcops of any Brigede axe to bs permitted to leave their
area, except on duiy,

5y No fires will »e allowed in the forwsrd ares betwoen dawn and
sunset, as numorcus engl; colums of smoke wiil give the eramy tha

best oine to the nmumber of t;uopa in the area, and the location of
thﬂir hi‘#‘mnﬂ-

6. Spectal vigllance in the foregoing must be exercised in this
raspect thioughcut to-nowrmow and Sucssodiug deys, partioularly in the

arsas which will be Oceupied by the iCih, <4%h. and 18th. Aust. Inf,
Brigades,

Jpecial a@eroplares are being employed to report any excessgive
novemsnt, or other indication of othsr than normal aoctivity, in the

| S

40,

* {/&fﬁp' ~  Lieut,-Colonel,
4th. August, 1918, e et General Staff,
DISTRIBUTION, ' e
Mael. ™ CoR.Aa C.R:E.
‘.13-]‘.3- .A.:.PnMa O9thn. .l.Iprlﬂi
101311- Alr InB\iﬂi 11+11].n 1' Iile.El 'i%hi ""'&ﬂ"
12th, ~@ O 155h, ~0 é*de Div.Train,
Jrd. M,G.Bn. Sri. Piomas> Ba. AUSD, CORPES. :

ord. Div.Sig.Coy. 4th. Aust, Div. 2nd, Aust, Div,

RCDIGT016934
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BADTLE INSTHUCTIONS NO.l. = °

W T

mhe following instruotions, consequent on shird Aust. Divi-

gion Order No.lu3, are forwarded for informetion.

INPANTR Y.

(1). The esssult will be ocarried out by the 9th and 11th
Aust. Inf. Bdss., St A.I.Bd3. on Rizht, lith A.I.Bds, On Left. Forming
up line is showa on Mep iasused Lo shote congsrned,

(11). Foruwing ap Troops detallsd to the cepture of the
tira; objsctivs will be depioyad o2 ihe wWorming Up Line by ZERO minus
oNne noWr .

(+ii), The 10ota Au3t, Iatf. Bdes will hold the forward line |
of the Diviatonal Asez until %hs whdsla of the 4th sust. Divis fon ettpcking
‘4roors have paesed througk, when Rattelions will be reorganizsed, and |
await instructicnue, '

(iv). The Objective of the Division will be as shown by
the GREEN LINE on Mepe issued, 2
(vj. oOn reaching the GREEN LINE, itroops will consolidate
and reorganize for defence in depth; at lesst one Battelion being maine
tained 8s & reserve in each Brigede Sector. |

P

(v3%, mhe 4th Avet. Divieion, on & frontage of two Brigades,
with one Brigedo in Reserve, will egpenble in rear of the 3rd Aust, Div.
- gBsenliing troops prior to ZIRO, &rd will follow the troops attacking
the GRELN I-IJ:EE.RE % 7RC wouve four houXd, :
& g ath Avet, Dive will pass through troops on the
GREE! LINE, and advance vo aitzek on BIUE LINE.
(vii}. Command of t=cupS cn the $REDY LINE will pass %o
6.0.C. 4th Aust, Divisilon &b 7ZHRO pins four hoursS.

(viii). Prom 2200 pive four hours the advence will be oontinued
undez the conditions of cpen WIrrawe.

(4x). (8)s Bach Brigade will be allotted one Coy. of Mark V
Panks (12) of 13th Tank Bu. M6 0fficers of these Coys. Wwill maintein
the olosest liaison with Infaniry Brigadlers.
(b). Tanks will move into positions on X/ nigh‘b, and
specisl tank tapes of White, With Black Centre, will de laid before-

hand.

pAfter the capture of the GREEN LINE theae Temks
will reorgsnize and, under the orders of the Tank Bn. Commender, be
avaeilable as & reserve for BLJZ LINE Troop8.

(). One Carrying Tank of let Carrying Tenk Coy. will
also be allotted to each Brigade £or the purpose of carrying fox-
ward stores snd tools, and ¢ tablishiog dumpS.

Lacalities for dumps ahould be selescted before-
hand, and “lookout men® appointed to guide the Tanks .
one Saprer will be detailed to each Tenk, and
two men per Brigade as loadera. |
| Loading will be oarried out as 800A a8 possible
aftexr the 4th instant.

(d), Carrying Tanks will arrangs %o ick up those
Stokes Mortsrs of Infantry Brigadés which are allotted special
tasks during the barrege; and c8Iry 8ame forward to loocalities
soelected.

(x}y. The following Light Signsls will be employed in the
Aust, Corps:-

-

i

(8)¢ 8.0¢8. = N0.32 crengde — GREEN over GREEN OVeY
CREH - '
{b). Success Signz.. <32 Grenede - WHITE over WHITE
vwer WHITH,
Phe Light Signeis of the IIT gorps ere similar %o
thoge of the Australlan UoIpd.

PeTs00u
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(xi). (a), Red Ground Flares will be used to indiocate the
Infantry positions to Contact Aeroplenes which will fly along the
line of the first objective at ZERO plus two hours thirty minutes.
Flares will be 1it by Infantry in the moet

givanced lines only.

(’J. Flarss will be called for by & series of
wAlgY on the Klaxon Hern, and by firing a WHITB VERY Light.

: (o). Should the aeroplane fail to mark the line,
it will return and repeat it*s call ten minutes latexr.

()., If f2ares have been utilized, and an asroplane
salls for flares, three or four rifles about 2 ft. apart laid,
(?opinting forward), across the trenoch, will be seen by the (fontact
- mul

| = (e). Motel dises, sewn in the inside of the covexr
of the Box Respirator, and displeyed to aseropleme, may be used %o
indicate Infantry dispositions.

(£)s Tn the case ¢f our Aeroplanes observing an
enemy connter-sttack actually developing, the Artillery will be
informed by Wireleae, and a WHITE parachute flare fired by the
ecroplane in the direotion of the eneny troops moving fox the
counter-attack,

(xii). Mesmage Carrying Rockets will be carried forward
by Brigades, and relsy posts arranged.

ARTILLERY. '

(1).In view of the nature of the enemy defences, the fire of
HBeavy Artillery not employed on counter-battery work will be used to
engage special strong pointe or localitles,

(i1)e Pield Artillery allotted to the Division will De
divided into three groups of three Brigades each.

(11i). After capture of GREEN LINE =~
"~ (a)s 1 Brigade will be attached to each of the Inf.,
- pdes. of 4th Aust. Division. |
(b). 3 Bdes, will move forward as defence guns for the
GREEN LINE.

(60). 3 Brigades will remain as Corps Reserve.

(iv). ¥t will be necessary for all field guns to move into
forward prepared positions prior to ZERO day.
" (v)» Guns will not be dug in, but will be concealed &8
much a8 poasible in old treaches, banks, and orops.

(vi). 411 Unit Qommanders must ensure that men of their
Units 4o not loiter xrouad these concsealed guns and &0 attract the _anm*p

st tontlon. |
(vii). Osre will be taken that vehioles and ration parties

at night do not displace Artillery siming poats, or the Red and White
Flegs, whioch are placed in position by the Survey 8eotlon, R.E.

(viii). The necessary saccompodation Ifor Artillery personnel
in the neighbourhood of the guns will be nade availasble by the Infantxy
Oommandars concerned, |

(1x). (a). The field artillery 1l8-pdr. barrage will open a$%
ZERO 200 yerds in sdvence of the Forming UP Line. A% ZERO plus
three minutes the barrage will commence to advance; 1ifis will
be 100 yards at two minute &ntervals, There will be two lifts at

this rate.

The rate will then decrease to lifts of 100 yards
every three minutes. There will be eight lifta at this rate.

Prom the eleventh 1ift inclusive until the GREEN

LINE is reached lifts will be of 100 yards each at four minute
interveals.

(b). The 4.6" Howitzer barrege will move 200 yaxrdse in
advance of the 18spdr. barragse.

(a): » protective barrege will be maintained in front
of ths GREEN LINE until 7BRC pius four hours. Drring this period
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1,4 spproximately fifty per cent (604) of the guns r N
' the barrege will be smployed inoé protextive linamdy
the remeindsr will be smployed to Search-and sweep deeply

into the ersmy*s posiiion. At ZERO plus four hours all barrage
fire will cease. oo .

Barrage Maps wWill be isgued later,
(x)e Artillery Smoke will be as follows:-

i
h=

(a)s Three rounds per gun will be fired during the
first three minutes of the barrage.

(b). Three rounds per gun will be fired in gquick suc~'
eeBBion, on the IMeld Artillery barrags reaching the Artile-
lery halt line of the first objective.

N3,

_ d)e The C.0, 3rd gust. Machine Gua Battalion will arrange for
A Greep barrage to be brought down by sll available guns up to a
range of 2,000 yards from the Infantry Jumping Off Line.

e (i1},  Machine Guna will be allotted duties as under:-

--. bh-

One half Coy. to eaoh Attacking Bde. = Opportunity Guns,
One Coy. to each Attecking Brigade =~ for conmolidation.
One Coy. wilih 10th A.I.B rigede ~ Reserve.

(i1i)s Guns employed as Opportunity Guns will not take part in
barrage firing, but will form up and accompany the reer Unites of the
Infentry sa desired by Brigade Commanders,

(1v). Barrage guns will fire et such times and rates as arranged
by C.0e 3rd Aust. M.G. Bn. in accordance with Infantry movement and
rate of Artillery barxrage. At completion of their barrage task, the

- oonsolidation guns will move forwerd in rear of the Infantry Brigsde
to which allotted, and will organize a defence in depth, as desired by
the G.0.C., Infantry Brigede.

(v). An outlined plan should be arranged beforehand, sub ject
* %0 the alteration necessitated by tectical requirenents,

(vi), The Reser¥e guns, aftor completion of their barrage task,
E:% r;onigagiu and receive further instructions from the G.0.C. loth
a . Qe

(vii)s The 0,0. 3rd Aust, M.G.Bn. will make the necessary arrange-
ments for the provisien of ammunition, belts, ete. for the barrasge, and
will assist Brigade Commanders in arrangement of details for later

tasks,
/ Lieut~Colonel,
‘,‘h August, 1918, " General Staff,
DISTRIBUTION,
2-17.CeReAe ¢1-42, AUST, Corps,
13"21:313IE1! 435, £nd Aust. Div.

o2 -g’ﬂ- .l:mh Div. 318- 00?- iﬁl g:ﬁ :ig:
%?:g?.:l;%hm“:dolfi' ot 2 46, 18th Diviaion.
32-36.11th 0= : 4749, Way Diary. ety

37 drd Auvst. M.G. Bn. 50, Mle.

38.3rd pqust. Plonesr Bn.
59 A.DuM.8,
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wr 4 40 T SOPY Wou Tresns | At“’t‘i:-N_Dlx /é, |

SRT ASTRATLTAN PTONEER BATTALTION ADVTINISTRATIVE ORDER MO, 11. i:l)

- AP RUFERTMNCR:~ (Issued with Order Mo « 8)e

1, = SUPPLIES. Bailhead - PBOULATNVILLE,

=
"
'

. B = DOPS, The following Units are anthorised to draw R.,7. ftores from
any Oorps or Divisional Dump within the Corps Areat=
BRD AUST, PIONEER BN, 9th, 10th, md 15th FMield Companies.
SRD AUST, DIV. DUMP will be located at FOUILLOY.

. 8, - WATER, Tmmediately after ZERO hour, the watercarts of this Unld will
be aliotted as followst- : |
1 watercart to supply "A" & "D' COYS, and HUADSTARTERS, |
1 - =do- -#p® 3 ¥O" COYS. a4
: ¢hloride of Time may be drawn from the WeCe.0s 1/:: of D at 0eBeleZeT7s
| The ReT,0e (Will make necessary arrangement s, | | |
| Forward water points are at 0,15,d.8-8 - 8,000 gallon tank,
| | wAE% Oe Bals0=6 =~ 8,000 -do-
| A further point will be established at 0el7+860=84
: To provide for the opening up of wells an 0fFicer and party of Tumellers
are nllotted to this Division, end will work under the C.N..
[t As mogn as the party has located a well and opened i1t up, thev will mar¥k
[ 14 "woT TRGTEDY., These wells will thenm be tested mnder modicel) arrangements

. and the sbeve simm removed, and sims

AR e ineitedy SRR

4 Lhe nay DOy D . , |
| Tn the event of necessity ariding for the use of water from the river, |
it 114 be borne in mind that the water from the peat lagoons is 5’ purer
| than ' I‘;ﬂﬂllal- | , |

4, < DRIZOWIRS OF VAR CAGT, = OoBedab-ke
Be = P;_GKH % SHOVFLS, These =2re very scarce, and every care rmust be taven
\ o’ therie |

8o = . DISPOSLAL OF THE DEADs~ Divl sional Purials Officer - Lieutenant A, T,
THi: = C/0 Mst. Clomor ne e Otrs
Buricls will, as far as possible, be carried out in elther established
Cemetories, or sites selocted by the DeD.0. s Cemeteries,
1 it The 0115#111% Return will be rendered By Tnits to reach this 0fTice by
. 12-0 Woon DATLY, |

Mi1" Teturncs to be snbmitted:-

ZRAN i ‘ i]'-t - : ,‘1 &8 v = i J , ™ " 3 ¥ LU t o'y L ATy
0. 3NOs: ¢ t(in Dlock)e H ¢ TITL.TD.: OF oRAYE, ¢ ( Any
. t 3 - H : : s 1l andmarks
gL TR E T A e e : ' san indenti
: ; : ¢ : ! . s ;ﬂ oatd on ).
7. « TRENCH SHELTIRS,. Unite will be responsible for the Tranch Chelters
_ which They nave ot present on hands If it 1s not desmired %0 retain them,

they will be retumed to the Q.M's “iore.

8, - BALVAGE - COLLECTION OTs " A11 Woiking pakts 6 returning to billets from
duty In The lornard Abons, Tuat bring back salvage. DIvery man will be given
something to carry. Unit Commmiora 'S for salvage to be denosl-
ted at their Cookers, or at a convenient nlace for roroval, by return sation
wagon, wnder arrangements to be made by Commanlione |
Drays returning to standinge af ter use, rmict algo be utiliced in the convey-

ance of ealvage %o cookers.

O = WINT CUTTERSe Partios proc eeding to the Torward Areas must be in poS=
- _session or wire cuttors, |
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6th. August 1918.

Lieut. J. Harding, M.C.
Lieut., H, G, Witconmbe,

Your Sections cease work on MeDeS. at 9.

to-day. Two men are to be

Ambulance.
You are to report

with Sections here not later than
11 a.m, to-morrow (?th. inst.). Z. may transport you

C.R.
with lorry, failing which, try for Pon

Bring as much shelter material up as you can get.
Would like to see one or hoth of

aiﬂu as early as
possible, and I could then explain our actu Jobs.

toon wagons,

'5.k_ Y B P, —
6th. August 1918, /4:~* <& o~ —MAJOR,

FIELD COY.

/

30 p.m,
left behind to live with 1ith.-Field

. T 1T O r T :
"'LIU-"'- .l.:.h"l o T .‘.l.].‘.
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- 7/8/1918, O.

gth FIELD COY.
10th ~do-

13th ~do-
"A"Goy. ,3rd Pnr,Bn.
"B“Oﬂy- ! i-ﬁﬂ-

" C" Cﬂ'y-l [ ';'dﬁ"

"D“ Cﬂy- ’ -dﬂ-

iI- On
WAR DIARY,
FTIL E,

Reference Thir
Order No. 8 - ZERO hour will b

SECRE T

d Australien Pioneser Bn.
6 4-20 A.M,., 8th instant.
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Opersation

3RD_ANS#—TPIONEER BN,
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‘9th FIELD COY.
10 th ~do -

15th =do-

A" Coy. ,RD PNR BN,
IIBII —dﬂ-

£ g ~do~

" D" _{1{?_

Mo Oe

WAR DIARY.

SECRE T. W

Reference Third Australian Piore er Bat talion Opdration

Order No, 8 = ZERO day will be 8th., ADGUST - ZERO hour will be

cormunicated later.

G il s R
7/8/1918, O.
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(2). _
- Unit Commanders will take steps to ensure that adequate
vy arrangements are immediately made on occupyving a forward nosition
end that steps are talen to mrovide the necessary anpliances before any
fouling of the ground oceurs,
11, = DIVISTONAL SALVAGE IUMP, Located at WATLET,

12, = R, Py ' The Battalion Re As Pe will be established in the Ouarry
gt Po#,0. 10,15, from ZERO hour to ZERC plus 8 hours,

15, = R LINARY o A Vobile Veterinary Section First Aid Poat will be
eastablished at TOUILLOY .

14 -~ ACKNOVWVL EDG E,

L., o ANDREVS, Tieutenant,

-

ATDUTANT, 3RD EUSTRALIAN PIONEIER BATTALION,

D’H.ﬂ. . .

Copy Voe 1 =
2 = 9th Fleld Coy.
& & 10th  +dos 1
4 <~ 1I5th -d0 - |
B = :;:gg;.,sra'mm e
B = .y e Lo g
7 = "C"Coy., =do-
8 « "D"Coyey ~do-
€ <« BT D.E,
10 ~ @ U |
11 - B H,
- IR WMy  Os
12/18 ~ VAR DEARY, |
1
-
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APPENL 1

s i e
: 14‘} . Hinth Fleld Company, ma_tmlian Ehwgineers, A.I.P, ; i

L"l:

#
L L R i e e e . . L . Ty

Operation Instructhons.
o T - - O -Hh% :

Nog, 3 and 4 Sections to lsave cand at € p.n. and bivsusc |
at trench polnted out &t P.3.c.20.80. _ “
Thene two Sectlonz 1o Le at our 91ld front line 50 ainutes
af texr Zero: No.8 Bectlon golng forward and getting track |
A fizxed up for fleld puns and horsed transport. Hsles 1
to Le filled with earth or chalk and %0 be covered with nine -
, inches of bricis ag far as pogasible. Routes indicated on nlan. B
lo.4 Bection will follow Lenediately in rear ]
and generally laprove, bul for the first one hour on road, i.e. ¢
untll 1{ hours after sero, both 3 and € Sections will get read -
roughly fit for traffic to point varked Z on plan. |
A revort will be sent back one hour afier Zero stefing |
, bow hings are golng, glviang present condition of road a -
; | also 8t ating now road will stand fn additional 30 minutes'
| Lime. Should the road requir@. 60 hake it passable,for H,¥.
| &8t twc houre after zero, Hos. 1 And 4 Sections will be sent up,.
: Scetehes wlith envelopes and naper for report sttached.
| Uonaition of roads to ve uritten on plan,
vasusltlies and general remaris to be sent in,
Lt. Witcombe will subrmlt 2 report on roads to R. snd Q. Gn
plan) elx hours after zero, |
Four wagons are Lo move forvard loaded to HAMEL accompanied T
by throe Sappoers each frop 10th Field loy. A.KE. Inese Jupvers
will then remainm in FMAMEL end collect and load lricks for
forwerd roads.
Hope.l and 5 Sections will relieve and carry ou worz on
roads towards K and §. elight hours after zero and are w

fen Lo nave a shovel each and 10 pleks, & hawwers,
™~ 1 rasner, 4 wire cutters, ¢ axes, 1 saw, and & hand azes are
i o be aken cach HSectlon,

Hen to e in battlso order. lron ragions, g,mt«nni.
rifie, web esuipnent, water bottle filled, and 2 rations.
Pioneer Bin. R.A.P. wlll be estabilshed at P.4.0,10.18
fron zero wWw zero pilus & hours. _
Bvery man wants to reallce that this road is being made
| Tor aptillery %0 crosa over aboul an hour after zero and that on
the | passable of these roads in time the viwle
success the operation depends. 'y man ls, therefore,
expectedts put his Lest encrples Torwmard,
{ Roada are to boe marked with "H.T." Signboards; these
boards are to go <forward Irom ValIRE.

2

'zj'bw‘éjfﬁ—vpi y
? b | 0.C. tth FIETTToy. A.B.
. | i " ay - . S

-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1016934



_— s ———

.

——

Copies of Section Officer's Reports. h;:f

140 APPEN v

Operations South of River SOMME on 8th. August 1918.

"Arrived at old front line at Zero plus 25 minutes.
Have made road good up to Cross Roads at P.17.a.7.28. To this
point it 1s quite fit for Horse Transport.

Casualties - 3 Sappers wounded."

8/8/18., 5.50.a.m. . sdi/ H. G. Witcombe, Lieut.

"Report on road from P.17.a.7.2. 1o WARFUSEE~ABANCOURT. -

This road is not good from P.17.a.7.2. 1O P.23.a.9.95.
but will be fit for Horse Transport by 9©.30.a.m. From this point
to WARFUSEE it is in very good condition and will be fit for all
Horse Traffic by 8.30.a.m. The railway shewn crossing the road ., _
at P.20.a.9.8, does not exist. From "N" to "R" this road is in
good condition and fit for Horse transport. From "R" to "Q"
there is a good metalled road (22' metal) and can be made fit for
any traffic in 4 hours. There 1s a Platoon of 8nd. Pioneer Bn.
working on it now. -

From P.4.c.4.3. to P.17.a.7.8. the road 1is fit for gun
limbers and limber traffic. :

Temporary Section H.Q. 1is at P.23.a.5.5.

I am going forward to look for Dump etc., butl anyone
reporting at Sectlion H.Q. will be informed where I am.

casualty (additional) - 1 Sapper wounded."

8/8/18., 8.15.a.m. sd/ H. G. Witcombe, Lieut.

“— "(1) Road from "R" to "Z" was passable for Horse traffic
from 5,.20.a.m. to-day and 1is still passable. Considerable traffic
is now passing over 1t.

(2) There is a badly graded stretch of 200 yds. length
near point "2z" (see sketch attached). This part needs bricks,
put at present it is not possible to get them owing to traffic.
(3) No bricks have been brought as far as "z" so far,
and shell-holes are filled in with surface spoil.
(4) I have also examined road from "R" to "X" (WARFUSEE-
ABANCOURT). It is in fair condition with exception of piece,
about 200 yds., near WARFUSEE which is 1in Dbad condition.
(56) So far there have been no casualties in No.4 Section."

8/8/18., 10.a.m. sd/ R, F. Massie, 2/Lieut.

"I have made a reconnaissance of the followlng roads,

and find same to be, Vviz.:i-
From Q.25.4d.8.4. 1O Q.19.2.5.9. 18 fit for horse trafflc

the whole distance. Barth road, drd. class road.
From Q.26.b.5.,9. to P.30.b.8.2. 18 fit for horse transport

the whole distance. Iarih road,- 3rd. oclass road.
From Q.19.d.3.9. to P.30.b.8.2. is fit for horse transport 'l

the whole distamce. Light netal road, 2nd. class road.

Hazel Wood - small quantitles of mining timber, plt pIrops,
mining sets and shelter 1iron.

Rat Wood - shelter accommodation, at present all occupled.

Main WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT road from P.30.c.0.4. Uo Q.25.4.7.5.
Main pave road, in good order.

Main BAYONVILLERS road from Q.25.4.7.5. to Q.528.,8.9,2.

trafficable, but quantities of broken trees have fallen acress
road and require removing.

Quantities of wire & concertina wire at road junction
Q-Eﬁ'-d.?isi
No casualties in my Sections up to present time."

8/8/18., 3.,40.p.nm.
- 8d/ J. Harding. Lieut.
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NINTH AUSTRALIAN FIELD COMPANY ENGINEERS. !

7 ri | Pt m&nlt 1918.

G .0. . e\
3pd. Aust. Ploneer Battn,

The following reports have been r;oehul from Sectlon |

re M,T, road between WARFUSEE and GAILLY:-
orﬁ“f";.m from WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT %o GAILLY 13 now fit for loter
Transport, although it still requires another 8 hours work to fill
up some of the shell holea. Motor transport have been using it

n
since 10.a8.m. this morning. 8/ H.G.¥iteonbo, Lisut.

"section has bean working on road WARPUSEE-ABANCOURT to GAILLY
from 18.b cantral %W croasa roads at Q-?.ﬂ-*-ﬁl

;'1;11 exception of 100 yda, at cross roads, the road was b:";.m
fair condition, Shell holes have been filled and bricks lalid;

| GAII.-LY Illdl ,-

o om:lu;n?m.m 15(2110 100 yds. at cross roads. It ia in a
cutting and there has been a great amount of transport interrupting
iabor. Two loads of stone have heen deliversd up to now. AL least

1
loads will be required. | .
- "r:tn_ , Div. Pioneers have been at work on road from P.84.8.0.0,

ked.
to 18.b,central, but shell holes have not beern bric
e gigﬂ.y bad mrt. is ui eroegs roads mentioned, and 1|.b?.r“
should be concentrated on that part. work should be compie

in another 8 hours. 84/ R.’.ﬁlﬂi‘.ém.ut 4 Fis ||
' ] ok {,'-“___, /

-

IST. ENGRS
9/8/1018.

RVD, j _. %ts
. —
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. gth Fleld GQH- A.E,
L I e D e s i
| Works Report to noon, ©/8/18.

4 Sections employed on H.T. roads (shewn in blue on attached

priny) yesterday. All boutes trafficable,
3 Sections empPioyed to-day on M,T., road shewn in red. 2

Sections standing by for work this afternoon,
3 G.S.1.s. employed on carting road making material.
Ne further casualties since yesterday's report. |

y- p
/ﬂ‘ .--".I‘I

R f E \
~t (5 7 ' ™
/7 Y »

,'.""l‘" " J e T
. : JF'A'F-
walel P

—

MelL, S capt.
for 0 .C, oth Fleld Coy. A.E.

=

b e ————

5 ; 20/8/16..

Works Report to 13 noon; 10/8/1918. B |

Repairing and lmproving M.T. road from WARFUSEE-to-GATIILY
; as shewn in red on attached tracing. This road was made trafficable
i last night. Herewith copy of yesterday's revort to C.0. 3rd Pnrs.
-' Nos. 1 and 2 Sectlons are employed on this road tiis morning and 8
lorry loads of road metal have been ordered for the job, 5 of which

had been received by 10/30 a.m.
Nos. 3 and 4 Sectlons will be employed this afternoon in

improving H.T. roads shewn in blue.
¢ Nog. 1 and 3 Sections are now located at P.19.¢.5.0.

4 G.S.Ls. employed on carting bricks from WARFUSEE, GAILLY
and HAVMEL for filling in shell holes, g8

."r fi .l:' / r ¥

=
£ T A
- v LEE Il
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~ work with 11lth. Inf, Brigede and will employ the remaindewp g
.“““" |

2 number of wells. .

THIRD AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ENGINEERS bows B MF—

SECRET
ERNG INEER INSTRUGTION NO. g2 | 10, 8, 18,

On the night 10/11th. August 1918 the 3rd, Austra
are relleving the 4th. Austrelian Division South of the anﬁa?omiﬁﬁﬁ
main VILLERS <BRETONNEUX Rosd a8 Southern.Boundary and ths Nerth Barm
of the BOMME CANAL as Norhern. Boundary, . B
The 3rd. Piloneer Battalion .9th. 1.04 A | v Y b
the Division from midnight 10/11ths nbte . o oo« Field Geys, rejoin
Srd. Ploneer Battelion will remein worling on roads,
11th, Pield Coy. will move to Q,15.d. datatling 1 o6

on weter ¢~ .supply work taking over from 4th, 7ield Gﬂ?&,

9th, Field Coy. will finish working on rosds n afternoon 114
inst, and will move to ©,15.d. detailing 1 aaﬁtinn for wﬁg*
Inf, Brigade. Remalnder of Coy. to be held in reserve, . . .

| 10th, Field Coy will remain on bridges over SQOMME CANAL
ACKNOWLEDGE ( Field Coys. and Pioneers ) BRIy,

e

: . MQ%i «~Col,,
G.R4E. 3rd. Aust, Division.

A

3

AIUNdddVY

&

VA
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1o
Seve AftEr POlSof Plold Compentos will S5Evel Dock 10 the VAURVAIRE HANELIT
eres snd will make their own & - u:' to “‘"'8:; ey
| | . be arrenged mutuslly e 'm"' """m" coneorned
8t PoT+8.de8s wiLL olose ot O eem, 15th, fnet,
at the “ hour,
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beoo "c". 3ré. Aust. Div,

i —

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

11
12« 14

15

‘oo .&Q ord, Aust, Div.,

C.E. Aust. Gorpﬂ
C.R.E., 17th, Div,

Oth., Fielad Go;. AE,
30k, * A.E,
¢, * W X.B
5rd. Aust, Ploneer Bn,
Bth- ant . MEI

10th. Inf. Bde,

11lth. Inf Rde.

War Diary

Spare
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NINTH AUSTRALIAN FIELD COMPANY ENGINHEERS,

—n--—--—-——-—-—-_--

Copy of report_on dugouts in Captured territory by Lieut. Cook.

"0,0. ®th. Field Company,

I sent Baker and Barry with 3 men each to look along
terrace in L.13.a. and b., and took Dearman, runners and 3
others with me past L.7.central.

Good deep dugout for 33rd. at L.7.0h.9.8.

Dugout at L.14.b.3.7.- could be extended at back, but
position 18 no good.

The 33rd. dugout is out in the open and was a M.G. Post,
It 1s about 30 feet deep, with plenty of roomn,
Deep dugout at L.14.8.3.3.- taken by Major Connell for
h.iﬂ Ht ® y

: Nothing in L.8.a. Am working home via L.20.

No material required to-day. Sets are avallable from
other dugouts. v L

Had to walk through a very stiff barrage along road at
L.7.2.3.0. None of our party hit, but have not seen Baker or
Barry yet."

84/ N. Cook, Lieut.

10.15.a.m. 23/8/18.
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Bln.H-Q- 3
Ll l4ibl 2141

9th Fld.Coy.
H.Qrs.

pthBde.H.Q.,
. Kiaglbia '.?l

Cook regarding D.0Os., Well, and Tank
areat - |

McL .
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NINTH FIELD COMPANY, AUSTRALIAN ENGINEERS.,

"""""" APPEN Orse

4 4 Works Report to 6 a.m., 24/8/1918 ( for 24 hours)

e

No,l Section.,
Splinter-proof shelters for R.A.P.

— O — . E— e —

No,2 Section.
Repalring entrances of old German
dugout. |

Nﬂ.jﬁ Section. :
Making water troughs, notice bhoards,
and latrine seats.

No.4 Section.
Repairs to exlisting H.Qrs.

A —— e — -

T e

78
b

Excavation
complete.

p0% complete, gas-
proofing yet to
be done,

In.progress.

Herewlth copy of further report with sketches from Lt.

Mine in newly occupiled

"In yesterday's report I stated that the 35th Battn.

had reserved the dugout at L.l4.a.3.3 for thelir H.Q.

They are, however, located in a dugout at L.l1l4.Db.2.4

and are using the former dugout as a R.A.P. ,
I also stated that the dugout at L.1l4.a.3.93 G

required only ©' to meet at the back;

this would )

appear so at first sight as the entrances are nowu Yy
vigible one from the other and 1t 18 necessary %o

produce their lines of direction to obtaln the
measurement for connection. I surveyed this dugout

and found that, owing to the directions of the drives
diverging, the ends are 89! apart on a compass bearing

of 132°, and one is 15" higher than the other - the
Western one being the higher - see sketches.

Well- There is a deen well with water in at L.14.D0.5.0

but no windlass.

Mines - Tank mine at L.14.c.75.75 dismantled and thrown
clear of road. This mine was in two oarts, one for
each tractor of the tank. @ach consisted of 21 stick
bome on top of which was a lump of iron welghing about
66 lhs. There were 3 bundles of 5 bombs bound |
together and the strings all tied to a length of cable.
The two cables were laild along the road to a dugout

100 yds. @ast so that the mines could be exploded -

a8 soon as the tank reached the spot.

It appeared to be a hurriedly constructed
work and the only attempt at concealment was an

ammunition basket thrown on top of gach. It would
have been lese consbicuous had they not been exactly

i1te each other on the wheel tracks. ‘
iy sd/ N.Cook, Lieut,"

RCDIGTO16934
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VeRe By, 3rd Australi.n Division,

= o il e U
|

Up to date pontoon bridge with approaches
has been completed at L.33.¢.l.9. A bridge for field artillery
has been constructed at L.88.c.3.1. At L.22.8.5.3 gap is
belng bridged by stone bhank (as bridge is only over a back water)
and 1s about completed. At L.”22.a.8.6 three gaps stlill remain
to be bridged. Col. Sanday has Jjust been down making a
reconnalssance of thesc demolished hridges with the luea of
coumencing to re-make them thls afternoon as he gtates that this
was his Job and as ny men are war ked out, 1 propose handing
him over the three gaps at L.22.&.6.6 to bridge. He will take
over at zahbout 13.30 p.n. Steel ralls are avallable in Hun
Dunp for girders. Col. Sanday anticlipates having bridges
completed some time thls evening. Road has been made fit
for traffic from L,33.C.1.9. t0 L.22.a.6.6. and the road along
canal has been impProved and made DPassable t? Garién Pintﬁun
Bridge south of Headquarters (Qe5e¢deBele)e pontoo
fua%%ridga has bzgn put in at L.33.a.8.3. and the track has
been marked out and repaired from L.33.8.8.5. t0 Le21.d+9435
A temporary footbridge has been put in at the first Sig aiith
L.23.,8.6.,68.; the other twWwo gaps can be crossed, but only

diffl Gultf .

AUS] LWEE::JQﬁﬁb
| 25/8/1918, | '
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| NINTH FIELD COY. AUSTRALIAN ENGINEERS.

t ‘ 26/8/18:
| k- C.R.H., 3rd Aust. Divn.

We finlished work on bridges, etc. at
13/30 p.m. for the day. The road was fit for light trafflc
to L.22.a.6.6, l.e, ambulances could go to that point.
by In advance of thls, three gaps over
streams still require bridging. They have, however, been
o~ ' roughly fﬂotbridbed 8o as to take wa.king wuunded, etc.
‘ Reconnalssance of tram lines, brldges, etc.
will be forwarded to-morrow,

McL. (il

e
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| NINTH AUSTRALIAN FIELD COMPANY ENGINEERS,
Copy of Reports to C.R.E. - 286th. August 1918.
ﬁ "From Pontoon Bridge at L.ﬁ&.a.s.d. to L.22.a.6,7. was fit

; for traffic by 6.p.m. to-day, 1.e 3 - brid ;
: +Dem, s Xa@:, s ges have been constructed
| over gaps. Bridges should carry Field Artillery."

S8d/ G. Drake-Brockman, Major.
26/8/18. 7.p.m. 0.C. 9th. Field Company A, E.

:

i "I have examined demolished road brtdge at L.23.b.6.8. It
would take several days to clean up the old slte, but it would

‘ be pogsible to erect a bridge, between the road and railway
bridge, fairly quickly.

, The a%ct%pn over river has not yet been taken but the water

is at least 13 feet deep., I am of the opinion that the Company

y could construct a bridge there in 1% days, but as they have been

- working Xam hard and for long hours for the last few days, I

: would sooner have more time, especlally as a trestle bridge 1is
always a doubtful proposition on account of foundations.

‘ I willx not commence thia bridge unless you definitely

instruct me, but will have Section ready to commence construction."

S5d/ G. Drake-Brockman, Major.
26/8/18. 7.p.n, 0.C. 9th. Field Company A.E,

O — —————— (- —
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f

NINTH AUSTRALIAN FIELD COMPANY NG INRHRS.

A60th. August 1918,

C.Ral.,
Third Australian Division.

The following is repory on bridges in forward area ;-

L.2%.a2.5.3., Sluice Gatl :
bay 143", northern bay 18'. Brick abutments and niers. N'b:;nt

Superstructure completely demolished. superstrmcture 5 double

8 x 3 Jolsts.
L

L.32.8.5.6., Bridge over stream
3 Stream, - Span 31
gtructure comdletely demollshed. D ', brick abutments, super-

Li. 22-&--5‘3165 » Bridgre over strean '
= ey e dge over str « = Span
structure completely demolished. VR Phde alutheits,  Buper-

L.31.D.6.8,, Railwaj bridese ( sketch of 8pan attached ) . B
b i P — g r‘i
abutitents, two pile plers, = "

L"qal'}}'ﬁiehu R___uﬂd PJI‘J.QE;B. - Sp&n g7x! brick abutment ; g
completely demolished. Ay - | 8. Superstructure

L.21.d.35.40., Standard Guage Railway Bridge. - Span 10'9"., Brigk
abutments. -Timber superstructure, In good order, | |

L.21.d.39.35., Road bridge. - Brick arch. Good condition.

Le28.0.695.25., Road bridpe. = Brick arch, demolished aphn Lol / ;
measured square between abutments. X pan __ a‘jf" of 2

.'1."1 1 Y

2¢8/1.8, .
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S S

0.C., 8th. Fleld Company. lf}f

G.25.b.4,.4m - Road DBrildge. Appears to be Lift Bridge.
Centre Bay and two Shore Bays, Centre Bay demolished. Span
23'8", Shore Bays 13', badly shattered.

-—---.—-—--—-l--l-_

G.25.b.4.4., north of Road Bridge - Light Railway Bridge.
Brick abutments, span over canal 21'10"; demolished. Shore Bay
(south sideonly) 23'9", badly shatiered.

G.25.b.00.56.- Steel Bridge over stream. Superstructure
and brick abutments demolished. Span 13'7".

G.25.b.00.55.~- Steel Bridge over stream, brick abutments.
Superstructure demolished. Span 28'8",

o — O —

L.30.a.55.70.~ Steel Bridge over Stream, brick abutments.
Span 10', Superstructure demolished. Abutments - south gide
demolished, nobbh side shattered.

1.30.a.40.80.~ Remains of Steel Bridge over gstream. oSpan
14%'. Brick abutments, concrete foundation for centre pier.

. S ———

i . _..._' |
demolished, = Ve e 20 S K,
-.: . N ¥ w w I"‘
? > 8w i i
& L] " W & |
B =
g @
J - -"‘I-J"'-l X '-' ¥ % ¥ L
g- I:_"||_-| .
VLA,

Timber trestle in good order.

G.14.b.2.7.- Timber trestle bridge, 5 bays 18', destroyed.
Piles in four trestles cut with exploslves.

e ———
pre—— R

Eagt of above - Draw Bridge, auparﬂtruct?ra demolished, :
three bays, pile plers damaged, centre span 26%', shore bays 195,

e —— is

Bridge over swamp, approach to Draw Bridge - 5 - 14' bays.
Two bays completely destroyed, remalnder smashed.

---—-—-—_-

G.16.¢.55.16. - Bridge over wateraourse, gap 20', bbridge

demolished. o
G.18.c.55.80.~ Er;a;;, destroyed, gap aa', brick abutments
(shattered).
G.lﬁ.u.65.40.--é;;aé;:-aamuliahad, brick abutments shattered,
| e
a7/8/18. sa/ N. Jomnson, Lieut.
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29/8/18, H

The following is copy of Lieut. lMassie's
; Brlidge Reconnaigcsance Report:-

C.R.E., 3rd Australian Divlislion.

"sappers are making footpath trafficable from G.24.c.2.4
to G.23.h.3.9 (Sheet 62c NIW).

I did not reconnoitrs whole length as it is only
a footpath 3' wide. |

Re road from Frise to Test Wood via la Grenoullle -

the girder bridge across canal lock has bheen demollshed.
Span of lock 21' in clear, Depth approx. 36" .
There are 5 bridges across the Somme marsh vide
rough sketch attached.

No.,l - Small wooden bridge - intact - blocked by wire.

No.3 - Wooden plle bridge - demolished. Central gap
| of 18'., 2 shore bays of 15' - the Northern bay
| being in good condition. There is also a girder bridge
" 5 bays being completely wrecked. Average gaps of 10!

each. Shore bays good. Piles shattered.

No.3 - Two bridges - On left - Girder brldge demollisghed.
{ 2 girders intact 26' long. Gap 17' in clear.
l On right - Wooden plle bridge
| burnt and still smouldering. Gap 37' in clear.
F - 6 sets of plles. :

No.4 - Two bridges - On left - Gilrder briage - demol-
- ished. Gap 26' in clear. o trastleg-burnt.
I » 2/28' girders intact.
@n right - Wooden trestle brldge -

burnt and smouldering. Gap 50' to s0lid
: abutments (this gap is full of knife rests;.
| 5 - Small wooden bridge - intact. |
{ gtreans are shallow - about 3' deep on average.
Track between bridges is in good condition
@ and corduroyed throughout.
! There is very little material avallable for

=
Q
-

=
(o)
L]
™
|

| hasty bridging of these gaDs.
| Sappers will be making footbridges across
Somme Canal and Marsh this afterncon and should
: complete by 6 p.M. An sending back runner
( ; to Mr. Cook for more Saphers,

11/Lt.

] | ad/ R.F.Mﬂsaiah

18/30 p.m.

Melm

' o
_

= A7y MAJOR,
“70,C, 8th FIELD COY.
AUST, ENGRS., A,LF.

——e, T
M=
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NINTH AUSTRALIAN FIELD COMPANY ENGINEZERS.

e —

f 29th. August 1918.

C.R:E.,
Third Australlan Divislon.

The following 1s copy of report just recelved from

" The road from G.18.a.3.9. to H.7.a.5.9. is ready for

foot traffic only.
All bridges are bullt on the left to allow for the

vehicular bridges being bullt along the corduroy road."
Sd./ N. Cook, Lisut.

" gaptain.

f_ﬂr MAJOR
ok 0 C. 6th FIELD COY.
i 9181 i
- 39/8/1 A\UST. ENGRS.. Al F,
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NINTH AUSTRALIAN FIELD COMPANY ENGINEERR,

aﬁiﬁﬂulara of Bridgea built over River SOMME and Canal from ¢

25th.
to 31st. August 1918, ‘1
......... ARPPENDI
i e—————e LR AR SANG uktagled) . . JRSIE Y,
Length For
Type of Bridge. Bridged. Foot Field | Hotor Location
o) e Traffic) Artly. Lorries. i
A. | Pontoon. 06" e8! 20 Junctn. of River and
: Canal.
B. | Road. 40" 40" Axakdgyxeaag Canal at
: = LR Frolssy Locks.
c. 25" 25" Avoidg. road between
oLt . Bray-Froissy & Bray-
p.| m - ek - Cappy Roads. - - %
. 2%,,; d.ﬂ-
gl o 28" ag'§ 2g" do.
G. | Pontoon. 754" | 753 . Canal at L.33.a.
H,. | Road. 45" 45" Canal at Cappy Locks.
- . 20" | 20" Across Bray-Cappy Rd.
- 26" 26! do.
K. " 34! 34" do.
- 37 37" do.
1, | Footbridge. 30" 39 gﬂr&urﬂy Rd., BSuzanne-
4 : aPpDY -
N, B 80" 80" do.
o | " 8! 82" do. (across
' | | .Canal).
F. | Road. 45" 45" 45" Road from Dragoon Wood
Replaced to Eclusler,
Q. . 32’ 82' [ 4, / 82" do.
i o 29" aé'j’ i;aé' do.
s.| ™ a3t | a3 43" do.
T, | Pootbridge. 30" 30" | causeway across Swamp
| Dragoon Vood -Frise.
U. " 87! g?! ae, ---
| V.| " 26" 26'" "~ 26" At Frise Locks.
| 'W; ” ag' 48" | Track from Frise to
N.East.
<. " 2! oa! do.
Y. " 641 84" do.
Z. | Road. 25" ; 25' |Feuilleres.
T 60" 60" do.
TOTAL. 772" 213' 234' i
Iron girders and timber for Road Bridges were salved irom demolished
bridges.
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To G.0.0, " Australian Corps. ;Qf'*

I desire to express officlally to all ranks
ofthe Australian Corps my sincere appreciation of their
splendid victory over the enemy on 8th. August and the
succeedlng days.

The task that was allotted them depended
largely for its success on the element of surprise. The
care that was taken prior to 8/8/18 to camouflage the
arrival of the Canadian Corps interfered to some extent
with the Australian Corps dispositions. In splte of this
and other difficulties, the assembly of the Corps, the
distribution of the Tanks, and the disposlition of a large
force of heavy and field artillery, were accomplished Dby

night without attracting attentlon.

. Prom zero onwards everything went according
to programme and without a hitch. It was no ordinary feat
to win all the objectives allotted, Uo effect a penetration
of 10 miles into the hostile positlon, and to reach the most
distant objective half an hour before gcheduled time.

The three pointe which I desire speclally to

eulogise are (1) the splendld gallantry and drive of the
Infantry (2) the thoroughness and precision of the Staff work
of the Corps, Divisions and Brigades, and (3) the skill and
rapidity with which the mobile artillery was brought forward
in close support of the Infantry for the attack of the more

distant objectives.

I offer my mmmk heartiest congratulations and
warm thanks to all ranks of the Australlan Corps, though
I feel that whatever words I may use all Augtralians reallise
that "Victory is her own reward". It was a splendld performance
and as fine a feat of arms as any that even this war can -

produce.
sd/ H. RAWLINSON,
H,Q., 4th. Army. General.
168/8/18. Command ing Foubth Army.
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NINTH AUSTRALIAN FIELD COMPANY ENGINEERS. | % /

A1 :
Nut&a’hh Work of Mounted Sectlon and C.Q.M.S. during the month ??(hr
P of AUGUST 1918. (;‘q
____________ . R L B L
MOUNTED SECTION. | =4 er ~
[ON AR = ( 5
FORAGE, - Supply has been satisfactory. |

ANIMALS.- Have been picketed in the open during the month. Their
condlitiion 1s good.

One L.D. Mule was evacuated teo Moblile Veterinary
Section on 7/8/18 suffering from lameness. No casualtles
occurred during period.

The following are rejuired te complete establishment :-

. One L.D, Horse.
One L.D. Mule. :

WORK. - The three pontoon wagons were detached for speclal vork
during operations on 3th. instant. Drays were avalilable
for carting bricks for repair of reads, but were too heavy,
and Limbers were used in thelir stead.

On the 25th. pontoons were taken up for bridging River
SOMME in vicinlity of BRAY.

Mounted Section has been constantly employed through-
out the period under review.

MILEAGE,- Approximate mileage for month - 2636 miles.

rempeemp———————— R

QUARTERMASTER SERJEANTS' WORK.

RATIONS.-  Supply has been good. In spite of the nature of
operations, supplies were received without any trouble.
C ING.- Supply has been satisfactory.
ECONOMY.- FAT. 121 1bs. of fat was returned to Base through
Railhead during the month,
SALVAGE.,- CARDBOARD AND PAPER, The undermentioned weights were
collected and returned during August.-
gardboard. Paper.
48-1Dbs. 77-1bs.
JAM CARTONS. Have been collected and returned.
WAR MUSEUM.-A number of trophies have been alledted and sent to
Depot.

---—-.---.-.-.-—_-—--—._——.-—.---

o/V
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