AWM4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Engineers

Item number: 14/28/19

Title: 9th Field Company, Australian
Engineers

January 1919

AWM4-14/28/19

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1016935



of

R.20,000—5/18-—11065, .
i

| ' ORIGINAL.
CONFIDENTIAL, buetiow

—
2 :
: 4t
o me TS

Australian Imperial Force.

WAR DIARY

NINTH AUSTRALIAN FIELD COMPANY ENGINEERS,
FOR

Slgnature of Officer compiling ... R | _____________________ C _‘,apt'alﬂ- 3;'gnaturg of ﬂﬁfner G’ﬂmmandfng AM? tain.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO16935



AUSTRALIAN
FIELD DOMPANY.

Iﬂaimt,t! egarding War Dfaries andfl
8t iriesiore contained in F. 8. Wegs.,
:mcl t]‘lE Stalf Manual respectively. i
prgih; red in manuscript.

| -

.HF.__#__ .l. {:'- o e .W-—Hﬁ—"m“. | r—_—&w_'“—-—_. ﬁ “ .
| ; \
-~ & f Ll L

WAR :DIARY | Army Form C. 2118.

15_;?0

(E rase head_mg m_!:_t vequived .)

‘marks and
Summary of Evenis and Information references to
: B Appendices

! Pl
i] ?t"r r"{f?r‘?fgic v o ey ﬁ,{‘/ﬂp /Jﬂ?tg_, A
! B 4 ' : '
/ fﬂ%l‘_i!ﬁ;"{‘{); _..ﬁ{f— b 1";;_.-1_ 1 LK Vv 01?',{ ;"E =~ t{..-t(é |
i 7L . -':f'"hf{___t'v /(L_. F- .d'"l "rﬂ‘ T A /!Yf r. A_ { iy \_,_1""“ | ."‘?_ﬁ ﬂ'-f: ¥ SIL. L S o - [

i . . [ - L - ~ pm
f-'{::"(fﬁwu v QA ﬁt"{f O . ﬁ "f_ W W rEf A *fﬁ(f-t.ﬂ ﬁhﬁ £\ fﬂﬂ..g_._\i Lo,

.g"’

/? L{/f#.#"hf{?

7

#

_h.-:'_lr-.‘:{-{_-'{ irl'il."'_'{{-_;; }I | (.:-_?_‘:l_f‘ /f é" ra E E A o t GA 2L ErAp ‘h#

-’féﬁt_ﬂ_ﬂ péx..r

e ol i

| "L(}-t.t A /I-"uﬂ o O, i AJ — : N

I e ——— =

@/@#w;w# -

Lo 4 ph— /ﬁyﬂ? /e /l"{{;;ﬁ.i _,;_f__ ___Cuffr.‘t @t L9

R it

-
'(rf'{,r‘ fl{{,({_:-ﬁ -

= -—— ——— & ——m

Fostlaltl V' AteneaZog ok " ﬂ/

/ree

‘,-f"r — / W r"f

| Sfo0

1:_/2;;?15

/4;{{.5*-: J _,-féﬂ}_ﬂ#f v v i{ai'h.«i-"zf';.r~. v {({{trﬂ_(}r ol O a0t g -~ '@.

-"" S i . :
" : el (/ f{"'; Y - T N.Y 8 ({ 4 _J""". O L 1.1..;';'“' o
: o o f f J.-’
P e 1.""'( _l--"'.‘;,. €1 'l":_(. {.... : 'f Vv 7 L-E L Lf'l'. $ 4 i:‘l ‘g_’ " e

; . V4 oy '
?____H_E{J-_E[‘h{ Ol N - e -;_:._f;r--..--ﬂ-- = {(} Yol .

K A

—— e ———— —

V4

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(Agyrs) Wit Wajss/Pifo 600,000 wfiz . D, & L. Sch- 52a. Forms Caridits,

RCDIGT1016935



AUSTRALIAN
FIELD GOMPANY.
Inatmr.tmna garding Wﬂ.r D Ar

Siimmaries are contained in
Lﬁ,ﬂ taﬂ Manual ﬂr:t.wely

gence
1 E RE% Parl: 5 M
i

itle puges

(Evase heading not required.)

Summary of Events and Information

ﬂm ’f(ﬂg_‘xcc/(&

- = e S e
P e T e | ek - - -

s i Bl 4 %#ﬁ/ﬁeng.l@_ gw

|
Army Form C. 2118
Vi “:0
MArgs and |
references to
Appendices

I
/{/5/‘/.6!/}.!./_.5‘ ?-’[”? -‘ﬁ?p‘?g'éﬁv m
; fﬁm cg%!;.-{.--v& €L -
- Yoo
B et
I/éﬂ“ﬁ ‘

|

Ao hiteatioal o' g %ﬁf:m PRI 7 Py ;e
A atve - ﬁiﬂv&mm JZ.Z;—‘

——— = e

ot S adan hs SBonitites s, Hteesatriah e

/é "é ?X dzz_éi 1_4('}1 /ncr

'/%f:“w <.
@MLL__Z'_;_ J3 :%

ﬁmmf

/VCE___ -ﬁ‘uﬁw p... a0 00 A‘—*\/

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGTO16935



= e —

v

. B >
AISTRALIAN

FIELD GORPANY.

'l-_‘.-'l'-.'
Tustructions Té;

e
r

ding War Diarj
Bumwwmaric n:ra contained ind

" and the § Saft Manual rmpeatwaly Eftnls pages

andIuta’I o
APy

(Evase heading mot vequired.)

Summary of Events and Information

———— — e B T

-"'l-{-w-‘\.C’/ ¥

Army Form C. 2118.

o
'-u:“mﬁ ]
reiaremaatu

,__,4 _____ r—/ﬁ%%&

'ﬁﬂvu "é;fz@uw[ f/&vz_&f_f___ @zﬁ:@

A LV

¢ [3
E 4 ..

Shine k.

oo | A M’V‘-"
/

........... “wit-bo pripared in manuseript
o Place = ] Date ‘ Hour )
%ﬁﬂM‘ZJLE /%//? 4 ?m% gﬂ-f? . PV o W
""!;E o "‘zma.atw
| ‘éoo CZLL-M
| - Mg?zﬁ; Poorcte, o Litioy' Buitr
_ (2066 it
; _ ﬁﬂ AL QA ;l;:silx---vq_ 1
%/ - e o
Mdfﬁa v@g Bt Eé_:’sa;{mmx/ :
1 5 .
M;ﬂ | /‘é—@v 5 i o y
oo -/’g-gaéa.ﬂu,{ ’@ﬁaﬂﬁﬂzf! ”~=’L_€gai¢.«-
éz:’{,é? tffa)zéﬁiﬂj( Iooadles X f,/ie,zﬁ:%_m‘w/(
fco b Clasves. &

4

| /4?

boo..

Jul

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

MM PR adio  “SitorcamT T _‘é?/ﬁ:cié:é'w( A loveved >~

| dﬁc beleclecral _,._’@ﬂ_{-_t_u

(Agyrs) Wi Wa3s8/Pi6o 6oo000 12/17 . D, &L. Bch-B

. &f 3. ﬂ:

A f%.ﬁff;n "= G

. ey .
_r. -r‘.

: -F-mn&;f:-:rt_ﬂ_-";_s.

RCDIGTO16935



- . i
iaties and Infelligence
. w1, 8. Regs., Part 11,
talf Manual respectively. Title puges
wared in manuseript.

(Evase heading not requived.)

Sumary ﬁE- Events and Information

e - i e —

. e S

R ————

Army Form C. 2118.

e —— — —.

Place . Date ‘ Hour
P - : i--_._ .!1___
A/ ENEV 1L El%j«? OF60Y L, Sanade
%o} /"z vy

¢ J"dﬁgﬂ— rt-i_';'i xﬂ-i(

, 7 '
R A 0 D 1-_1’._-1-7

-———

é?'ﬂfl- v B 4—"-1 ;T_érvt{ﬁ:{' =

Bt S gl

J{#@%MQ oo des ¥ fwﬂ;ﬁa@
£ 65*0 ' | /: Ll {'d_{ ﬁ( | : 7 quﬂ&L. %—lmvﬂm

% ?/‘1%_;_* Moz Aancd.

~ Fruguibres Po. ozt
&
- *éi{"*l;g'& d

a Aoeelo Am—-m*/{:_-

/oo /ﬁﬁi-_g/;u v .u?

4

— e M

— ]

W —— . e 3

e es it Wi Tionk kit

=

":'f |
L =

rd
//QLM;J Ly
i
._Ill',r

/

. :'.-r‘/:'f‘if- ﬂ-aflf/t){' {'Z/{ t. e

c{iu: LT /\.. r

/f,{,o.f.{,_ £ .A"L&-x-t /<_r

/ ﬁLﬁ& ' A

/

- g@/f//? ﬁt’ﬁ E "é?#" 5 #"‘E.x&_({{,
/ﬁc}a_ (‘? R ANdL0

AN

' g,n’;,.ic

| Way
{ Aeeleo

l la“g &0 (Ag475) Wt ﬁ:mf.g Mmrgﬁmiﬂv . 8%a Fw‘g:%@}ﬁl{# /’}".m

e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

00 y

Teinare e 7
A

. ] B s : |
W _L;,é:L_q !S £.ﬂ_f I{,‘;J'j.f " ﬁ?ﬁ e ¥ ZC 1y - _E_/éfﬂ g /(f -/‘:-_'.{ {//EL .' AP ﬂ
v‘%liu-t oo v Aecorncalip o~ hé;{‘u: alizrmi A (i(ﬁ, eece o> @ﬁ.--l:f-zi_—-—u | :L'i

/

RCDIG1016935



87H
‘ FIELD GOMPANY,

—— g : .
- 7
Hu..mé.e ‘tegarding War Diagles and Intelligence
Summarips are contained il F'. 8. Regs., Part 11, 1,1, JOF SURM V4
Date ooyl i Btaff Manual respectively. Title pages ¥ > i "7 |
will be prépared in manuseript. (Evase heading not vequired.) Y
- i - ; marks an
Place . ‘ Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
] Appendices
. L ! Te8 B s o I
| 4 __ :
%«5”/\/&' %I_L_g?_,'i[ {%{fﬁ vrarads ¥ /bwﬁ,—_f_ %E'AI : L%_Lg,é A Vj:-gﬁ_&:_ %’é Lo f Jé!/
L A

| | B velen | v Ao citiats  “ucitional Clanace - e iths e |
3 > |
- __Véeod Ll L actiinad mﬁy L& Y e rertay “? |
" | &/ffj , Ntlp. 2, “r% weede M /@/;J:f v NN ‘%ZC_ | ) c?%u -y ¥ /& o-e R/ %@_L.,Lw
'J e o s / l_.“/ﬁg =1
; _ L_QJ;ZE@LJ foradey fﬂfcxtmm_._ /gﬁi’mammaj Clasnse' =~ COOMTEL T | .
w_@ﬁﬁ v Dhond,, Nathicaliig | -
; v “Drarc b f}" COUIENRE S f""‘ ﬁaﬂ&‘__ . ' : /a-’g
IL - So- F o TR ™ - % 473 Aug._ﬁf.' Fae o R 8 LT IO e |
/&gﬁﬁry S hoalie & /‘c umﬂ ~/, {@Lm‘éjaﬂ Claonen : —— |
) Conchitiolivnal O f /Q{(ﬁzﬁ‘ =y ¢ Ao W .
« %%&{“az gtg;(.&x v Ao fhg._mcé/ ’ ‘%’Lﬂ--m{ /(g/ ey i_rf-dr' AT A" gﬁh;f
| il e JT _ Tl e
| ) [&'&cgm v _/&L&—péfv
' [ e A R et e

e — e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1016935



AUSTRALIAN
FIELD GOMPANY.

nsmu.tmns _
: ﬁt]mtmrl j_

pared in mant snnph

Place E Date | Hour

o s - g, ~ . | . . R .
q ( | | ’
WAR DIARY _Army Form C, 2118.
. ’ '?
(Evase heading not required.) i
Summary of Events and Information references to
| L 3 Appendices

TN T TEN S TR B e— - — i

s e e e e — - —
|
|

A/ aNEVs 11T 264

47 s | i |
Y ,é;v Vit i %ﬁm N MA_ L Lokl 7

V'p - r ,/ehm i /MA/___ I ey Y P
| & Ao Ll v, o | ==

(f&,@ﬁﬁ, ‘rﬂ: : t;;;é:ﬂﬂmﬁi /(9'4451{9-14 7

&M-ﬂ e ,/Q&A;g_ﬁ_mLL ¥ - L, 7 S &’w v | /\éadt?ahj?
Aectorod o = _Aﬁ{-f} MT_ E

: _ D L
-ﬁ-m_:{o % ‘%(#ig[ Lot croll . i L”F-f‘{-‘-““'!-:—fé' v o /f/'tf—({‘iﬁ "-W/?

e — e ——

L L v ﬁ,‘?t;'?'l{ ™ .Lf'é';r: ,’M-

AT AT A L

./%--Cc.-"cwnrtta-;{ ' -1@1{{;&1;7 .
Frisin ity AR E FEL

! 2 wmzs_/m-_ WAL 1.9
: | '-‘-’4{.-'4.":"1*"1-{? / -

/Eﬂ—m f’}’hﬁ AL

. J /7? ;‘-’fﬂﬂ :
e fm : ‘éf(ﬂv-m-u v
,:" @i Y AT
)
. /
v%’lé%ﬁg?
| 200 |\
ey loni
e -,
: /éﬁg ﬂ‘!.-c.,
| ;ﬁéﬁ'f ﬁ??ﬁ e s
i -"’iﬂ > "{ﬁé" LALe o,
e .féﬂ'ﬂ
5 Jﬁﬁﬁf{ /‘[ﬁuﬁT
- 3!{;{.«? o0Feoh ﬁw Fara x
<
=2 /-:30_;; _Ei@ 5 A ol -

o

(Ag4zs) Wt Wa3ss/PiGo Gog,000 1z/i7 D. D.& L. Sch-82a. Forms/Cairdjis.

e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1016935



o -e—— _— ; — ) @ -
o . \ 3 |
[ o\ Gonfeilentaink | l
TH )
_ = 1 £ﬁ{f--s=- Qﬁﬁf
AUSTRALIAN | f
FIELD COMPANY. é (f WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118
lustyuctious regarding W{{b s aud Llnlle“lﬂ 1ice : oy
*”'Enmman are. mnt.mned lleqT I‘nn Ly ®W. St * 7
~and the. Manual respenmely itle lmgea
will be prepared in manuscript. (Eﬂ:se k&aﬁmg not faquwad) |
i Remarks and f
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information Ifmnﬁ:;
C: - - - ré:v{ ( f/ - ‘ ) /éé/
A/E/f,{ﬂg, ':"?///ﬁf' ’f/ra} f(ft"?"?md v dAa dﬂq b rﬁic-i{azi_g:nxﬂ_ < ffrrtZr::.:J-mﬂ AL Gl b e A
4 ~ ‘
.fépc. 5 ’,‘7—"{" -/:{'{{r, L/ { ﬁ{*" L LY )t AP /{f‘/{“ii¥\ﬂ L_x[-"'{.i K ;41',14_!;:/«/;: -~ 7f =
b L e /} - | :
~ I‘ f 7 "'-;"".J / R':f F L - =l e ’ 4 : 3
; oeerny . Llax o o N = T UNAL A DM A NN B e S SEoEl .
[ i s h ol
; ‘v ﬁ-"’_:,i" ». (qf o 6 b, - O "i!'i.fr > T -~ e f—-u"_iff_ ___,_.-""'r_l__ J% /7-:;{# o Py My
‘r ‘ | r,r I‘r I I.I'- -
- 1 e _ NN f_}__*"'ii_*'_= Vil & LV m I = R —
e f . - _I.-qj- d_-" 2 { - i -
: 7 .{I" *:,_ . . \."_{:f_. ; -ZA o 4?:_’ ""-‘t; ! | 4 fr' f.i___t_ i L_L_ o ¥ ’ i | t
| |
I1 L o L]
r LI - 51‘
: i o VRN 0 e |
— = = . ST . -.?.d' ——= - — o e
l. g, i_.fri-j_-.?ﬁ_ d 4 w :
| o - 9.0. #th FIELD GOV, R
= ENGINEFRS AJE
h Abgys Wt Wirgaz/Mibo 35,000 23f16 1D, l] &I I"n:msfﬂfﬂnﬂfw

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1016935



™ NINTH FIELD COMPANY AUSTRALIAN ENGINREERS.,

Summary of events during the month of JANUARY 1 ¢ 1 9.
nThe Company has been stationed at AIGNEVILLE for the whole period,

Most of the time has been devoted to Educational and Recreational
i training, a couple of hours dally being taken for Military training.

The latter has consisted mainly of route marches and section drill.

A number of Sappers have been detached to the Battalions of 9th.
ﬂ Aust., Infantry Brigade to supervise the erection of Nissen Huts. One
| Nissen Hut has been allotted to the Company for use as a Recreation
Hut, and this has just been erected.

Of the Educational Classes, the French, Architectural and Booke
keeping classes have proved the most popular. The Carpentery Class
for Infantrymen has proved very successful, and much useful work has
been done by it. The Tinsmithing and Rope Work Classes have been
hampered by a lack of material,

LEAVE, - Five % of the Company can be now granted leave to
Abbeville for the day, and every couple of days two or more men may
g0 to Amiens, where they may stay overnight, raturning the following
day.

One Officer and 45. O,Rs weire detached to Aust. General Base
Depot, Havre, on f8th. instant, to erect Nissen Huts at the Base Camp,
COMMAND.~- 1Major G, Drake-Brockman, M,C., (0.,C.) and Lieut.

L. F, Burgess, M,C. proceeded to England on 7?th, January for duty
with Demobilisation and Repatriation Dept. A,I.F.

Lieut., (T/Capt.) L. Grant assumed Command of Company,

DEMOBIEISATION, - Three O,Rs marched for return to Australia
on gth, January, With the two who marched out on 88th., December 18,
& total of 5, OyRs have now left Company for return.

The first big alloiment (provisional) for Demobilisation has been

received, and 1t is expected that the draft will be moving about the
middle of next month,

The following have been detached to units outside the Division
in connection with Civil Training;-
| Ordnance Base Workshops, C8lalB.....ccceeevecose 2,

(OVER).
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S
n Detacheents to units outside the Division (contd,).-
AusSt, Corps WorkahopSe..ccsccocsoncecvece B
Aust, Corps Central School.cecececcococsccsss %
8th, Aux, Steam Company, HAVIr€...eoeoeeens 1.
/( / 7{!/7“/ Captain,
0.C., Ninth Field Company,
i8t. February 19. Australian Engineers,
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No. Subject.

1. Chart shewing Company Strength, Sick Parades, and
Hospltal admissiona Tfor month,
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%Eb YPRES -~ 17th. OCTOBER '17.
N,
Midnight. The picquet awoke us to prepare for the road. Qur
luck was out for it was railning and the night black, Stumbling in

and out of shell-holes half full of water, we made our way Lo the

horses, harnessed up, and then hooked into wagons, previously loaded
with Engineer materials.,

All ready, the column moved into position in the seemingly

endless traffic stream moving forward. Passing the Cloth Hall and

4 Cathedral ruins, looming weirdly in the darkness, we reached the

| Cemetery and were blocked jusi as Fritz commenced shelling a fiftean
inch gun a hundred yards on our right, The minutes were anxious,
for we must keep positions and take our chance, so with feelings of
relief eventuslly we proceeded on our Wway. Leaving the cobbles
we ploughed into the mud of Menin Road. At the Laggon there was an
hour's delay in the cold and rain, whilst ahead of us tractors were
drawing out heavy guns, Onward again, past Bavarla Dump, we topped
the ridge, and Fritz was shelling. Suddenly on the road, thirty
yards ahead, there was a blinding f1ash and deafening report, as tha.
shell burat, The horses reared, but "steady good horses, all safe”,
and forward through the smoke we dashed paat the dangaruagut. Down
by the advanced dump we could see shells bursting, but “C'est 1la
guerre®, the Job must be done, and arriving at our deatlnntiugf g
unloading was expeditious. Heads then for home, and as each §
took us out of danger, 8o nerves relaxed their tension, The braak
of dawn shewed how desolate was this shell-torn ground, littered with
disabled tanks, broken wagons, overturned guns, dead animals, and
all the horrors of a modern battleflield. There wer€ lines and |

5 lines of artillery, and as we drew abreast, the guns ¢pened a morning

salutation to the enemy with the gunners glorying in thelr task,

- The scene truly was inferno. Back then to camp where our horses,
comrades in work and danger, were fed and watered, and men
breakfasted., We slept until dinner time and then there was feed and
water again for the horses and dinner for ourselves, after which we
groomed up and overhauled harness making ready for next morning's
trip. Feed and water once more and tea. Finally we turned in

hoping Fritz would not be over bombing to disturb our slumbers
until midnight.

TRV TTIZVIVVVIRVVIIVIVIVAVI

" 9820
Driver H, O, Bastlan,
Ninth Fleld Company, Austi. Engineers,.
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No,.2 SECTION, NINTH FIELD COMPANY AUSTRALIAN ENGINEERS
0% F Rt in an Operatlion near BRAY <« sur « SOMME, cc-ccccec---

T

%, suan  SRIBAOEH: T wnis
A _22/8/

We had been out all day on the 21st, km&k preparing some captured
dugouts at "A" for occupation by the 33rd. Battalion as B,H.Q.

They were on the side of 'a hill facing the enemy, and our work
was mainly in making the entrances splinter-proof.

A direct hit by a 5.9 had already filled in one entrance, and we
had ample evidence during the day that the recently vacated home had
not been forgotten by the Boche.

That evening, we learnt that there was to be a “stunt" in the
morning, and No.2 Section had been detalled for the Jjob of examining and
reporting on dugouts in the area as they were captured by the Brigade.
This job appealed to the souvenir hunters, and all wanted to go, but .-
the front was narrow, and the 'Green Line' not very distant (we wereathe
Pivot Flank) it was decided to work three small parties, each taking a
portion of the area. e

our track took us through a dense mist in the valley at “B", and
the gas was pretty bad also, However, by picking up landmarks whieh
we had noticed the day before, we reached a small quarry at "C%, na:iile
the BRAY - CORBIE mailn road, where we divided into three pirtﬁzﬂinr

1 we were having a breather here, two Infantry runners came 1o

direction to thelr H,.Q. at "D". They were supplied with a sketch of the
road (distances marked in pacaaé, so 1f they did not lose count their
ust have been dellivered,

meaaag;agh party, having a map of tne aie: aggr;h:ezingiizgifolsﬁ also

e for reports, we divided and sel out 1n e . '
s fWe (HE.1 Pérty) went on the left, and the farther we went th:ﬂ:iigiﬂr
the parrage seemed to get. The runners' bicycles were Dauuiiﬁgna e
ower the torn up ground, so they wega %eftdigszi:hall-hnle a -

so that they ma e foun .
s E;tgi ﬁ:;?da minutes spill %ehinﬂ a disabled tank, we spread autr
a bit and went on. The thickest part of the barrage was just ahead ©
us along the road at "G", and only by sheer luck could wve hnp: thEHiZl
it, A party of about 12 Infantiry were blotted out by & 9.9 mTe ately b
in front of us. At any other time our first thought would be "First Ald",
but in a stunt the rule is "Get on with your job", and leave them rqr
- so on we went. il
e ba%;:r;irat dugout was a Machine Gun post in the open at g - an% :;il
camouflaged. The gunners had been ki%}eiizi Bi;élﬂiiiz; ﬂlﬂ%enggtﬂbuay
message dogs. The other was very mucn a 3 B
1 searched every inch of the dugout for oby D8,
;izhrgﬂiat§§i§23é 2Eipicinua. The Battalion Signal Officer had already
himself here, |

Eﬂtablézgeiema?nder of this area was then searched for Tank mines and
booby traps, but apparently there had not been time tp nrepare any,
although there were dozens of splinter-proof shel ters.

As the other two parties had not reported at the rendezvous, we then
searched the other two areas, which included three de¢ep dugoutd “J", “K
and "L", and a hastily arranged tank mine "N" which was on the maln road.
This was made up of stick grenades, and was very easily dismantled and
thrown clear of the road.

About 10.0.a.m. we were fortunate enough to dedge a squadron of
enemy aeroplanes which dropped a full load of pombs around us.

We had some'false alarms' booby traps in the deep dugouts, but no
broken steps or hidden springs or wires,

The job belng completed so lar, runners were gent back to the 0.C,
of the Company and the Liaison Officer with reports and dimensioned
sketches of the dugouts.

The barrage hdd considerably slackened by this time, so the runners

were able to locate thelr bicycles and get back quickly. <
It was an extremely hot day, and the wounded had a bad time with
the flles, .

The other two parties got broken up in the barrage, the Corporal l
in charge of one party being killed, while the Second Corporal and a Sapper
of the other party were slightly wounded, and considerably shaken., The
remaining Sappers were returned to Canp.

On our way back we found that a Boche shell had landed in the first
dugout we had entered, and had killed the other message dog.

A swim in the SOMME and a welcome sleep ended a long and tiring day.

Lieut. N, Cook, 9th., Field Coy. Aust, Encineers.

——

= B = - - = —

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO16935



:
!_
i FPART Sweer 629
| \ i W | |
l; \ 1 ) { | f | ‘
; i "|| - =
| |
!
' |
£ |
1R SO ME_ | _ 1
| |
1 |
o I
I |
- TR 5 ik
v :
s |
=TT
=L |
|
i
= 2B )
|
|
l. 4
| Sketch Lustrating J/
R £55Ay ow Operarions oF E2°° Aveusr 918 ar BrRAY sur Somnie th
A Seale /-424000 b

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO16935



