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N ¥ P i WA _l Remarks and
references to
Appendices
During the month of April duties in the Cairo, Heliopolls and Moascar Detachments were carried|on
exactly as in the previous mdath, and there is nothiang of gspeclal importance 10 rewrt.
Discipline in Cairo appears to have improved considerably, as the total of charges made Dy
the Corps in Cairo and Heliopolis during the month shows a decrease Of ngarly 200 on that rfor
March 1917. _
on April 17th a Detachment of 10 mounted men marched out from ¢airo to BEastern Force Head-
quarters at Deir el Belan. These men, together with ihe Field Troop wnich was withdrawn
from the Anzac Mtd Division at the same time, eventually formed the Palestine Lines of
communication Detachgent . The Authority for the formation of this Detachment 18 D.A.G.,
GeHeQe, Memo NO AB636 O 1l-4-17. :
A report on the work of the police of the Amzac Mounted Division, with a note on the Imperial
Mounted Division is attached as Appendix I. 10 thls Volume. APele
Report on the Field Troop and Zastforce Detachment , Appendix I]. Appe. II.
summary ©f arrests and charges by the Calro and Heliopolis Detachments. Anpanm;' IIle ApPpe IIl.
Also summary of returns for Field Punishment Compound at Moascars
- - . T - S - -_— - - ! — — .
Cases against members of the Corps for the monthi- =
| FoeGoeColise Nile Ce0's Cases 4. =
(4 =
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I. TO VOLUME 9. OF WAR DIARY OF EGYPTIAN SECTION, AUSTFALIAN PROVOST GORPS. APRIL 1917

Report on police Of Anzac Mounted DivisioOne

- The Division was occupylng the beach area at Deir el Belan at this time. There is mting
of particular importance to report. Duties were carried out as described 1in the last paragraph of the report for
Maren 1917, and as the area became more closely occupied by troops, various fresh duties were imstituted, such as

canteen duty, extra road patrols and SO OR. .
During the period as much rest as possible was gilven to bolL men and horses, 10 enable them

to recuperate arter the rigours of the winter and to prepare for the even greater discomforte of the coming Summer
campaign. The horses bemefited greatly by the abundance Of green feed which was avallable, and when the tlme
came t©O move out agaim, were in really good conditiems A few prisoners and Arab suspects were dealt with RXXK

during the fortnight.

On the night of April 18th the Division moved out to the second attack on Gaza, operating
on the right flank. Shellal was reached early the next morning. During the next few days heavy Tighting ensued
and the Division was comstantly on the moeve. The police of all Detachments were very fully employed, acting as
guides to watering parties and Units moving up into the line, regulating traffic and directing stragglers, amd
dealing with prisoners and suspecis. |

on April 17th No 1637 A/Cpl Austin Ce was killed in actien at Shellal.

on April 218t (?) D.HeQe arrived at Hill 460 (Gaza Shellal map 1:40,000 Square A 23.) and
campcd there till the 29the The chief duty of the poligce here was to escort partles of Bedouin suspects to the
Military Govermor at Khan Yunuse. These suspects were the cause of conslderabletrouble, as; the parties comslsted of
natives of all ages and both sexes, often accompanied by a quantity.of livestock. The women and chlldren were
often tired and weak and had to be helped along, while the men would take advaptage o any cpportunity to escape.
On one occasion, when a mixed party of this sort was delayed and overtaken by darkness in the outskirts of Khan
Yunus, two of the male suspects made their escape through a hole imn a cactus hedge, and succeeded in getténg
clear away, although they were fired om and one of them wounded by the escorte An enquiry was held on the matter
and the N«CdDe 1/e of the escort was exonerated. Special Mmstructions as to dealing with these suspectis have len
issued DY the DA &eQ.M.Ge Eastforce. A copy 1s attached to this report. .

On April 24th Captain A.F.Jordan, A.P.l. left the Division Ifor Cairo. NO 299 Bergl MCEWAN
was put in charge of the Detachment 1n the absence of any officer.

On April 29th the Division moved to Tel-elpFara, D.H.Q. Deing situated at Square Ml @the |
map referred to above.

o The following is a summary of the work done by the police during the momnth - ‘
.rriiﬂnars ﬁr 'Ir ‘Ealt Iith...--.-...---.--------ﬂfflﬂiri 2. Othtr Eﬂﬂkil 491 Tﬂtal_51.1| .
Bedouln and Arap Buﬁpﬂﬂti and rﬂruglﬁﬂnn--;-----‘------n.--.----..--.--.-------------.-------.---n 97i:r' |

B@ldiirs Ghﬂfﬂlﬂ-.--.---;------------in------ntnutntnnilt----ttin--n----t-n----------------------l 43-;3

CeTaCe Natives

char"dllillttIiilIlillllll‘l.lilll!llllliliiliillillllill | 8
. .‘llillil‘llllll"‘ll‘l‘l L]

L161

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO1 /7189



ZTIAN SE‘cr,;% {PPENDIX 1. TO VOLUME 9. OF WAR DIARY OF EGYPTIAN SECTION AUSTRALIAN PROVOST GORPS. PAGE 2.

\ regards the Imperilal Mounted Divisiocn, the police perform practically the same dutles as those of the

sunted Division. During the action before Gaza coammencing on April 17th the Imperial Mounted Division
| at:l.ng on the left of the Anzac Mounted Division. The police performed the usual duties in actiom, their
alties being one man, A/Cpl Coutanche G., wounded.
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The following is a copy of the imstructions re the disposal os suspects referred to above:—

*The fellowing procedure will be followed untill furtner instructions are received in the disposal of
®inhabitants of the country whom commanders may consider it advisable to place 1ln custody.

¥1l. Inhabitants whom it considered absolutely necessary to remove from thelir houses will be sent under
“column or Divisional arrangements to the Arab concentration camp at Xhan Yunus, which has been nstablianu [+
“the Military Gevernor.

#2« Bedoulns who attempt to enter the outpost line, loiterers 1in camp and suspects of all sorts will
*he deald with as in l. above.

¥3. Any native against whom a definite charge caa be brogght will be handed over to the nearest AP.M. and
“immediate steps will be taken to obtain all evidence necessary 10 allow effective action to be taken.

. %4, Any inhabutant of the country who is found to be in possession of a sword or rifle will be treated as a
¥prisoner of war and will not be sent to the Arab Concentration Camp.

¥411 natives sent to the Arab Congentration Compound at Khan Yunus will be accompanied by &8 statement as to
¥the reasong for their removal or internment. The Acting Military Governor at Khan Yunus will be informed by wire

“ag early as possible of the numbers and probable time of arrival of each party, the telegram being repeated to
fEastern Force Headquarters.

*When action has been taken as im (l.) avove 1t may De necessary to leave one or two men im charge of the
"]ivestock, which cannot in all circumstances be removed to Knan Yunus. In such cases the 1individuals left in chage
¥8tock 1111 be provided, elther with a temporary permit signed DYy an A.P.M. Or the Intelligence Officer attached

ito Eastern Force Headquartara, or with a certificate grantpd,by the Acting Military Governor, to¢ explain the Dearer's
¥presence in a cleared area.

*No permits or passes other than those mentioned in the pracuin; paragrapih will be issued to0 a nﬂn in an |

y
¥circumstances. Disciplinary action will be taken against any officer or scldler who lssues an unauthorised permit |
“of any description to a nativee.

¥HeQe EASTFORCE.

1-4-17., 8d. J.GASCOYNE Maj: Geneml,
' DeA +&%Q.M.Ge, Xastern Force.
NO A.Me 1376« D.A. 1943. .
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~APPENDIX II. 70 VOLUME 9. OF WAR DX

Y OF EGYPTIAN SECTION, AUSTRALIAN PROVOST CORPS.

APRIL 1917.

Report on the Fiwld Troop for the month Of April 19617.

» % RPRIST7 “7 On April 2nd the Fiddd Troop was tramsferred to D.H.Q. t0 act ag Duty Troop there.

%N PROVOST Thelr dutles were to supply the necessary working parties for D«H.Qe., l.e. punping parties,
fion parties etel, 10 supply orderlies for the various offices and one mounted and one dismounted orderly
for duty at the ilml office« OXn the march they ITorm an escort far the G.0.C. and supply gallopers whaireqired.
They also ascist the police 1ln dealing with prisoners of ware.
On April 16th the Troop was wiithdrawn from the Aunzac Mounted Division, as eery fit man of te
;ma:t“ Section of the Corps has now seen Active 8ervice, either with the Iroop or on a Divisional or Brigale
e narterse
. The Troop was then attached to Eastern Force Headquarterg, and, together with 10 men transferred X
there from Cairo,polices the whole of the Deir el Belah Area im co-operation with the Imperial Military Police.
Dutles supplied by thds Detachment are as follows:-
le One man on camp duty at Eastern Force Headquarters.
Z« One man on Deir el Belah village.
3« One man directing traffic on each rallway crossing at Deir el Belah station.
4, A gengeral area patrol of two men.

On April 20ths, the third day of the 23nd Battle of Gaza, the Detachment was ordered to move out
towards Gaza, 88, ln the event of that town falling into our hands, Lieut: watts was to assume duties of A.P.M.
there, and the Detachment was t0 take oyer the policling of the town. The retirement was carried out the same
afternoon, however, and the Detachment returned to Delr el Belah.

The usual police dutiles were carrled out during the remalinder of bhe month without any note-
worthy incldente .

4: /? . P
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